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PREFACE. 


Several  years  ago  the  author  began  collecting  valuable  facts 
relative  to  the  shipbuilding  interests  that  had  existed  in  his  own 
family,  thinking  it  well  to  put  into  some  tangible  form  facts  that 
in  a  few  years  would  be  otherwise  unobtainable.  While  thus 
working  for  a  possible  future  history  or  genealogy  of  his  family 
lie  discovered  much  of  value  and  interest  to  the  public  in  gencraf, 
and  the  descendants  of  all  North  River  shipbuilders  in  particular. 
Eighteen  months  ago  he  conceived  the  iclea  of  writing  a  history 
of  the  shipbuilding  on  North  River,  making  it  as  complete  as 
possible  at  this  late  day.  Most  of  the  work  has  been  done  out  of 
business  hours,  and  much  of  this  time  has  been  taken  in  his  other 
duties  as  President  of  Ward  XVI.  Associated  Charities  of  Boston, 
Director  of  the  New  England  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, 
and  President  of  the  Hanover  Academy  Alumni.  In  compiling 
this  history  he  has  been  ably  assisted  by  many  sincere  friends,  and 
has  employed  expert  dorks  among  the  old  Probale  and  Custom 
House  records  of  many  cities  and  towns.  Acknowledgments  of 
deep  gratitude  are  due  to  numerous  individuals  who  have  assisted 
him  by  furnishing  copies  of  records,  old  account  books,  bills  and 
receipts,  family  records,  diaries,  etc.  Were  he  to  name  all  those 
to  whom  he  is  thus  indebted  he  would  include  the  descendants  of 
many  of  the  families  whose  ancestors,  and  in  some  cases  they 
themselves,  were  versed  in  the  art  of  shipbuilding,  also  the 
names  of  sea  captains,  librarians,  merchants,  selectmen,  probate 
oflicers,  etc.,  not  leaving  out  the  Hon.  Henry  B.  Pierce,  Secretary  of 
State,  who  has  a  most  systematic  arrangement  of  the  old  records, 
manuscripts  and  maps  in  his  keeping  at  the  State  House,  nor  Mr. 
John  Tower,  Editor  of  the  North  River  **  Pioneer,"  who  has  ably 
written  many  of  the  autobiographies.  The  author  dare  not  flatter 
himself  that  the  work  is  free  from  errors,  but  as  a  whole  it  is  be- 
lieved to  be  worthy  of  confidence,  and  where  he  has  been  unable 
to  verify  traditions  and  hearsay  information  bearing  on  this  sub- 
ject, by  records  or  manuscript  in  some  form,  he  nas  not  stated 
such  information  as  facts.     Neither  time,  labor  nor  expense  has 


VI  PREFACE. 

been  spared  to  make  the  volume  a  valuable  collection  of  facts. 
The  name  of  North  River  is  familiar  to  the  older  generations  of 
seafaring  men  and  especially  to  the  older  residents  of  Nantucket, 
New  Bedfoid,  Sag  Harbor,  Barnstable,  Provincetown,  Boston 
and  the  South  Shore.  Great  Britain  was  a  market  for  a  large  num- 
ber of  North  River  built  vessels  before  the  Revolution.  Prior  to 
1800  North  River  was  known  the  world  over ;  vessels  were  not 
designated  as  having  been  built  in  Scituate,  Marshfield,  Hanover 
or  Pembroke,  but  "on  North  River."  The  author  has  unearthed 
the  records  of  over  one  thousand  and  twenty-five  vessels  built 
here,  and  the  United  Stales  Flag  was  carried  around  the  world, 
and  among  other  places,  to  the  following  countries  for  the  first 
time  at  the  mast  heads  of  North  River  built  vessels :  Great  Brit- 
ain, Canada,  the  Northwest  coast,  to  the  Black  Sea  and  China. 
The  largest  number  of  vessels  built  on  the  River  in  a  single  year 
that  the  author  has  found  the  records  of  was  thirty  in  1801 ,  and  the 
year  181 8  shows  the  next  largest  number,  twenty-four.  During  the 
five  years,  from  1799  to  1804  inclusive,  there  were  built  here 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  vessels,  an  average  of  twenty-three  each 
year.  During  the  ten  years,  from  1794  to  1804  inclusive,  there 
were  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  vessels  built  here,  or  an 
average  of  17  each  year.  The  largest  number  of  vessels  found 
bearing  the  same  name  were  Betseys  and  Sallys,  fourteen  each  ; 
twelve  Marys,  eleven  Pollys,  and  ten  Neptunes.  Times  look  a 
little  brighter  for  the  shipbuilders  m  general  now ;  nine  or  more 
vessels  are  on  the  stocks  at  Bath,  Me.  Currier  has  just  launched  a 
1200-ton  four-masted  schooner  at  Newburyport;  a  similar  ves- 
sel has  recently  been  launched  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  six  or 
more  vessels  are  building  at  East  Boston.  North  River  may 
yet  see  another  vessel,  and  perhaps  many  more  built  upon  her 
banks.  Several  of  the  old  shipbuilders  aflirm  that  in  build- 
ing small  vessels  there  are  no  obstacles  but  what  could  easily  be 
overcome,  if  the  men  had  the  courage.  The  copied  manuscript 
of  this  volume  has  been  deposited  with  the  New  England  His- 
toric Genealogical  Society,  Boston. 

Hanover,  November  i,  1889. 

L.  V.  B. 
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NORT  RIFFER. 

Shweet  Shtream  dot  past  mine  Doochy  flows. 
More  crooked  dan  ine  Roman  nose 

Or  Grecian  bend,  from  vare  it  rose 
To  vare  it  falls,  as  I  shuppose, 

Vile  on  de  banks  de  brushwood  g^ows 
To  roost  de  blackbirds  unt  de  crows. 

Dine  praise  I'll  singen,  e'er  I  close, 

Nort  Rifler. 

My  lyre  is't  tooned,  so  here  she  goes, 

Nort  Rifler. 

Oh,  how  ve  used,  de  little  scamps. 
To  shtart  ofl*on  our  flshin'  tramps, 

Unt  shtand,  mit  vater  o'er  our  vamps, 
Fishin'  for  pogies — catchin'  cramps. 

At  home  der  fater  shcolds  unt  shtamps. 
Mad  as  ine  lion  ven  he  ramps ; 

Yet  oft  ve'd  tread  dine  l)oggy  damps, 

Nort  Rifler, 

« 

Until  der  sky  had  lit  his  lamps, 

Nort  Rifler. 

Down  at  de  Seine  ve'd  take  our  swim. 
But  oft  ve'd  shtand  upon  dine  brim. 

Shaking  for  dread  in  efry  limb 

Of  tuitles  huge  unt  bull-frogs  g^im, 

Unt  vater-shnakes  so  long  and  slim, 
Unt  horn-pouts  fierce  in  flghting  trim. 

At  last  v'ed  brave  dine  vaters  dim, 

Nort  Riflbr, 

Unt  o'er  dine  surface  boldly  skim, 

Nort  Rifler. 
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How  o*er  der  rainbow  ve  vould  trip 

Down  to  der  launching  of  de  shipi 
Vile  expectation  shtood  on  tip 

Unt  silence  passed  from  lip  to  lipi 
Down  vent  de  spur-shore  mit  ine  zip, 

Unt  down  de  vays  der  crafl  vould  shlip, 
Unt  shlanting  troo  dine  vaters  skip, 

Nort  RifTer, 
Till  caught  in  Pembroke's  muddy  grip, 

Nort  RifTer. 

Sometimes  ve'd  paddle  down  dine  floot, 

Like  Julie,  in  her  famed  gum  boot, 
Down  to  de  ocean  for  to  shoot 

De  peep,  de  grey-back,  unt  de  coot 
Unt  loon  dat  savors  riicht  so  goot. 

How  ve  vould  sing,  unt  yell,  unt  hoot. 
As  down  dine  reaches  ve  vould  scoot, 

Nort  RiflTer, 
Vile  dine  shores  echoed  our  salute, 

Nort  RifTer. 

Now  ve  haf  grown  to  pe  pig  men, 

Und  vicld  dc  yardstick,  birch  unt  pen, 
Strifing  to  reach  de  Upper  Ten, 

Or  mourning  o'er  vat  might  haf  been. 
Yet  dough  doze  shports  will  ne'er  again 

Delight  us  as  dey  used  to  den, 
Dein  shtream  flows  past  as  fair  as  ven, 

Nort  Riffer, 
Its  charms  first  came  mitin  our  ken, 

Nort  RifTer. 

Ah  !  ven  der  vorlt  g^ows  colt  unt  blank, 

Unt  mine  hand  fails  at  efry  yank 
To  turn  de  wheel  of  fortune's  crank. 

Or  shifl  de  tread  in  fate's  dread  hank, 
I'll  hie  me  to  dine  rooshes  rank, 

Unt  build  inc  shanty  mit  some  plank, 
Unt,  mit  ine  hearty  Gott  sci  dank, 

Nort  RifTer, 
ril  eat  polonies  on  dine  bank, 

Nort  RifTer. 

Clarbncb  L.  Howbs. 


ABBREVIATIONS,  &c. 


It  has  been  impossible  to  avoid  the  use  of  abbreviations.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  more  frequent  ones  the  reader  will 
encounter  in  perusing  the  succeeding  pages : — 

M.  B,  for   master  builder, 
bark. 

barkentine. 
brig. 

brigantine. 
hermaphrodite  brig 
schooner, 
sloop. 


h,           for  born.                             | 

d. 

'     died. 

mar.       ' 

*     married. 

bro.         ' 

*     brother. 

dau.        ^ 

'     daughter. 

d'O.        ' 

'     and  others. 

bli.          * 

»     built. 

M.C.      » 

'     master  carpenter. 

bk. 

bark'fn  " 
bg.  »< 

brtg'fn  " 
Hcr.bg^"^ 
sch.  " 

sip  '» 


Until  1628  the  waters  of  the  North  River  had  probably  never  been 
disturbed  by  any  navigator  excepting  the  Indian  in  his  canoe,  and 
how  we  all  would  like  to  look  back  three  hundred  years  and  see  the 
same  beautiful  river  with  the  picturesque  Indian  and  canoe,  he  dis- 
turbing the  quiet  waters  with  the  silent  dipping  of  his  paddle.  The 
first  white  people  known  to  have  navigated  the  river  were  tlie  Bar- 
kers, about  1028.  When  they  reached  the  *'  Crotch,"  instead  of 
following  up  the  Indian  Head  they  ascended  the  Herring  Brook  as 
far  as  it  was  navigable  with  their  small  boat,  where  they  left  the 
stream  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Pembroke.  The  history  of  the 
river  from  about  this  time  is  contained  in  the  following  pages. 
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SOURCES   OP  NORTH   RIVER   AND   THEIR   TRIBUTARIES. HISTORY 

OF  THE    INDUSTUIES    U)CyVTEI>   TUEUEON. 


'\yl7I-IY  the  strejiin  which  has  become  so  historic  takes  the 
^  ^  Dame  of  North  River,  those  who  named  it  left  no  record, 
but  probably  it  was  either  because  that  in  going  north  from 
Plymouth  they  found  two  rivers,  and  named  the  southern, 
South  River  and  the  northern.  North  River;  or  else,  during 
their  explonitions  along  the  coast,  when  they  discovered  these 
two  rivers,  one  flowing  directly  from  the  north,  the  other  di- 
rectly from  the  south,  meeting  a  little  way  from  the  coast,  and 
flowing  into  the  ocean  together  as  one  stream,  they  named  the 
one  flowing  from  the  north.  North  River,  and  the  one  flowing 
from  the  south,  South  River.  Either  would  be  sufficient  reason 
for  thus  naming  these  rivei*8,  and  in  absence  of  any  record,  one 
of  these  two  theories  may  probably  be  accepted  as  correct.  The 
sources  of  North  River  are  the  Indian  Head  and  the  Namassa- 
kecsclt  Rivers.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  would  like  to 
follow  up  these  streams,  I  will  locate  them  and  their  tribuUiries, 
and  on  them  the  mills,  factories,  forges,  etc.,  giving  as  com- 
plete a  history  of  each  as  it  has  been  possible  to  gather  from 
the  material  now  in  existence. 

The  Na^iassakeeset  stream  rises  in  Furnace  Pond.  Great 
Sandy  Pond  connects  with  Furnace,  and  Little  Sandy  Pond 
with  Great  Sandy  ;  thus  the  Namassakeeset  receives  an  unusually 
large  amount  of  water  at  its  very  source.  "  On  a  recent  visit  to 
Furnace  Pond  in  Pembroke,  we  endeavored  to  collect  (for  want  of 
better  information)  some  of  the  legends  and  traditions  connected 
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with  that  now  somewhat  noted  locality.  There  is  positive 
proof  that  there  was  a  blast  furaace  erected  there  as  long  ago 
as  1702,  and  leased  or  hired  to  a  Mr.  Lambart  Despard  for  the 
piiipose  of  casting  all  kinds  of  ironware.''  Ilatchets  were  made 
hero.  One  casting  still  in  existence  is  the  back  of  the  iircpliico 
now  in  the  old  Barker  IIon.se  in  rombrokc.  riyniouth  Records 
say  that  Despard  bought  of  Jeremiah  Momentague  (the  Indian) 
twenty  acres  of  land  there  in  March,  1701-2,  and  contracted  with 
Fmncis  Barker,  Robert  Barker,  Samuel  Barker,  Joshua  Barker, 
Josiah  Barker,  Rol)ert  Barker,  Jr. ,  and  Michael  Wanton  to  have 
the  furnace  completed  by  Septeml>er,  1702.  Despard  was  to 
do  the  work  and  have  one  quarter  of  the  furnace  when  done,  and 
the  others  were  to  pay  him  £180.  Despard  was  from  Braintrce. 
Tn  1648,  Mr.  Timothy  Hatherly,  the  principal  founder  and 
father  of  the  town  of  Scituate,  requested  liberty  of  the  colony  to 
erect  an  iron  mill.  It  w:is  granted  m  1650,  on  conditions  that 
it  be  erected  withm  three  years,  or  the  privilege  and  certain 
woodlands  about  MattJikeeset  Pond  (now  Pembroke)  were  to 
revoil  to  the  colony.  It  did  not  however  take  place  at  that 
period,  but  *a  smelting  funiace  was  erected  on  the  precise  grant, 
by  Mark  Despard  and  the  family  of  Barker  about  1702."* 

^^The  following  are  the  Articles  of  agreement  made  and  confirmed 
between  Joseph  Bates,  of  Scituate,  in  ye  County  of  Plimouth  in  New 
England,  of  ye  one  Party,  and  Joshua  Barker  of  Duxbury  in  yc 
County  aforeSd  of  ye  other  party,  witnesseth  that  ye  said  Bates  doth 
at  ye  day  of  ye  date  of  these  presents  firmly  bind  himself  to  make  ye 
bricks  for,  and  set  up  a  Stack  of  chimnies ;  that  is  to  say :  two  good 
Convenient  Chimnies  from  ye  ground  and  a  Chamber  Chimnic,  and 
to  Stone  a  sccler  of  thirty  and  one  foot  one  way,  and  eighteen  foot  ye 
other,  and  to  point  ye  Siime  within  side  and  without  so  far  as  ye  wall 
shall  be  above  ground,  with  lime,  and  all-so  to  make  a  Convenient 
place  by  ye  Jam  of  ye  Chimnie,  and  Stone  and  Point  ye  same  for 
Stairs  to  pass  up  into  ye  house,  and  both  plaster  and  whitewash  ^e 
Lower  Room  Chamber  Lean-bow  Chamber,  and  one  room  of  ye 
Lean-bow  Below  of  a  honse  of  Twenty-four  foot  long,  and  Twenty 
foot  wide,  and  a  Lean-bow  of  Twelve  foot  wide,  and  Thirty  foot  lonp^, 
and  aid-so  to  plaster  alive  Outside  of  ye  Chimnie  and  Oven  with 
Lime,  and  is  to  find  all  Carting,  Labor,  and  Stufe  for  ye  finishing  of 
ye  Same ;  all  which  work  is  to  be  done  substancially  and  workman 
Like,  at  or  before  ye  first  day  of  December,  in  ye  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  three,  for  Said  Barker,  and  for  consideration  of 
Said  work  ye  Said  Barker  doth  firmly  bignde  himself  to  asign  and 
make  over  unto  ye  Sd  Bates  all  that  twelve  Pounds  money  or 
money's  value  and  teen  shillings  which  will  be  due  to  him  from  Mr. 
Lambert  Despard,  for  Rent  or  hire  of  his  Eighth  Part  of  furnace, 
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from  September  in  ye  year  1702,  to  September  in  ye  year  1703,  and 
all-so  all  that  Twelve  rounds,  and  teen  shillings  which  was  Lent  or 
hired  unto  ye  Sd  Despard  in  order  to  furnish  him  with  a  Stook 
(Stock)  which  will  be  due  in  September  in  ye  year  1703.  and  alUso 
to  pay  or  Cause  to  be  Paid  unto  the  Sd  Bates,  the  sum  of  five  Pounds 
Money  at  or  before  ye  first  day  of  September  next  ensewing,  in  wit- 
ness whereoffwe  have  here-unto  Sect  our  hands,  dated  *  *  *  *  the 
first,  1702-3.     Signed  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  Presents  of 

Isaac  Barker, 
Francis  Barker, 
JosEPic  Bates, 
Joshua  Barrer." 

The  material  for  the  iron  business  was  fished  up  from  the 
bottom  of  the  pond  and  from  numerous  ''bogs  "  in  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity,  where  bog-ore  abounds  at  the  present  day.  The 
furnace  was  situatx^d  perhaps  ten  rods  from  the  pond  on  the 
b:uiks  of  tiie  stream  now  known  as  the  Herring  brook,  which, 
after  meandering  througli  miles  of  tangled  forests  and  ple«isant 
mc2ulows,  forms  one  of  the  chief  tributaries  of  North  river. 
As  to  the  location  of  the  furnace  there  c:m  bo  no  doubt,  as  the 
lai^o  quantities  of  slag  or  cinder  that  covers  the  ground  amply 
testifies.  Even  the  mud-sill,  that  foimed  the  foundation  of  the 
flume,  is  plainly  discernible,  and  the  surrounding  ground  is 
filled  with  charcoal  dust,  which  gives  the  ground  the  appear- 
ance of  black  lead.  About  two  rods  above  the  site  of  the  fur- 
nace the  stream  was  tapped  and  formed  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Furnace  ditch,  in  which  was  the  flume  and  water  wheel  that 
was  iuH'.cjss:iry  to  ilrivo  the  blast  bclh)ws.  The  original  stream 
runs  on  the  south  side  of  the  former  structure,  and  though 
plainly  to  be  seen  now,  is  partially  filled  with  the  accumulation 
of  decayed  vegetation  that  has  been  gathering  for  many  genera- 
tions. It  is  the  natural  outlet  of  Oldham  pond  of  154  acres  ; 
Big  Sandy,  110  acres;  Little  Sandy  which  formerly  connected 
with  it,  4i)  acres;  and  No  BotUim  pond  of  11  acres,  together 
flowing  into  Furnace  pond  of  112  1-4  acres,  make  a  total  of 
437  acres  of  water. 

On  the  hillside,  a  few  rods  below  the  old  furnace,  on  the 
northeast  side  of  the  stream,  is  an  old  cellar,  probably  the  one 
mentioned  in  an  issue  of  the  Pioneer  as  being  built  by  contract 
by  Joseph  Bates,  of  Scituate,  in  1703.  A  cedar  tree  covered 
with  lichen  and  moss  of  a  century's  growth,  stands  on  its  brink, 
a  curiosity  seldom  seen  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  it  forms 
one  of  the  principal  attractions  in  this  beautiful  locality.    In  an 


4  ABORIGINES. 

inteiriew  with  ft  very  intelligent  oUl  gentleman,  who  had  lived 
in  that  immediate  vicinity  for  over  80  years,  we  learned  the 
fact  that  the  first  cannon  that  tcet-e  evei-  cast  in  this  country  were 
cast  at  this  place,  and  be  also  informed  ua  that  when  he  was  a 
child,  he  reniemljcrcd  hearing  an  old  lady  by  the  name  of  Berse 
(who  hiid  seen  her  hnndrcdtb  year),  say,  that  her  parents  took 
her  up  to  the  old  fumuce  to  see  them  cast  pots  and  kettles  when 
she  was  a  mere  child,  but  the  furnace  was  gone  long  before  he 
could  remember. 

About  one-fourth  of  a  mile  below  the  old  fumace  is  another 
mill  privilege,  and  on  the  dam  is  now  stiindiug  the  rtimainri  of 
a  Bftw  mill.  Tlio  tii-st  mill  iit  i\\\s  phu'e  was  built  liy  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Ford  fiO  or  70  yciira  ago.  Mr.  Ford  was  a  cid)inot 
maker  by  trade,  and  also  had  a  grist  mill  on  the  same  dam  in 
connection  with  his  other  busine^:).  Mr.  Ford  appeal's  to  have 
been  a  very  independent  soi-t  of  a  man,  and  flowed  the  whole 
surrounding  territory  refrardlcjis  of  the  reputed  rights  of  others, 
which  caused  his  lU'rvNt  by  a  Mr.  Imi:ic  itrukcr,  who  (-luimed  the 
submerged  land.  The  caae  was  carried  to  the  I'lymonth  courts, 
but  was  thrown  ont,  as  Mr.  llarkm*  could  produce  no  iitio  to 
the  property.  After  a  time  we  find  it  in  possession  of  Mr. 
John  Gorham  and  Jarius  Rowland,  who  utilized  it  as  a  box 
manufactory,  and  soon  after  it  was  burned  down.  Mr.  Simeon 
Chandler  next  came  into  possession  of  the  privilege  and  moved 
a  building  on  the  old  site,  which  he  fitted  up  for  a  mdl,  the 
same  which  is  now  standing  in  a  ruined  condition.  It  is  pretty 
gcncndly  understood  now  that  a  largo  ixnlioii  of  fhi^  territory 
has  no  Icgid  claimants,  and  it  is  almost  a  wonder  that  the  town 
doesn't  take  the  matter  in  hand  and  secure  it  for  a  i>aik  before 
it  is  stripped  of  the  last  remnant  of  its  beauty. 

On  or  before  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  Pembroke 
(according  to  tradition)  there  was  quite  a  large  settlement  of 
Indians  on  the  northerly  sidu  of  tlie  atrcimi,  whoso  ancestors 
had  lived  hei-o  from  tlio  ln'^'inuing  of  liinu,  so  I'm  us  any  ono 
knows,  or  ever  cim  know,  to  the  contmry.  I  lore  tlury  livctl  in 
peace  and  happiness,  tniiiiing  the  young  red  skins  in  the  use  of  J 
the  sharp  pointed  an'ows  and  more  deadly  tomahawks,  with  %t 
skill  and  precision  that  no  white  man  could  ever  equal; 
them  to  traek  the  red  dvvr  thiuugh  f 
an  instinct  only  equaHiid  by  Ui 
taught  them  to  ensnare  the  c^ 
once  so  plentifiil  in  and 
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whose  fill's  protected  them  from  the  piercing  cold  through  the 
inclement  season ;  instructed  them  in  the  munufucture  of  fish- 
ing lines  and  hooks  io  entice  the  shining  bass  and  slippery  eel 
from  their  native  clement,  and  to  cure  them  by  drying  in  their 
smoky  wig^-ams.  Here  they  passed  their  sim])le  lives  in  peace, 
watching  in  the  earliest  opening  of  spring,  for  the  myriads  of 
herring  that  forced  their  way  past  them  to  the  ponds  above ; 
idled  away  the  long,  plea.sant  summer  in  their  youthful  and 
innocent  spoil^^,  which  is  usual  to  the  young  of  all  nu^es ;  listened 
to  the  mournful  jabbering  of  the  largo  Hocks  of  wihl  geese  with 
joyful  glee,  as  they  winged  their  way  in  the  Indian  summer  to 
their  southern  haunts ;  feasted  on  the  roasted  ear  of  coi*n  that  a 
kind  Providence  had  placed  at  their  disposal ;  and  thanked  the 
Great  Spirit  for  His  kindness  to  His  red  children,  who  had 
kept  and  watched  over  them  from  time  immemorial.  Such  was 
the  condition  of  the  red  man  before  the  coming  of  the  pale  face 
with  a  musket  in  one  hand  and  a  jug  of  fire  water  in  the  other, 
who  with  a  smooth  tongue  and  whining  ways  defi*auded  the 

Eoor  savage  of  his  land,  stupified  his  senses  with  rum,  dishonoi*ed 
is  women  and  daughtei*s,  brought  sti-an^e  disordei's  among 
them  which  had  hitherto  been  unknown,  and  caused  their  speedy 
decay. 

A  stream  enters  the  Namassakeeset  at  a  point  farther  down, 
jSowing  from  the  southeast,  and  rising  in  Marshfield.  On  this 
stream  have  been  erected  seveml  mills. 

According  to  Barber  in  his  Historical  Collections  published 
in  1839 : 

"In  1S37,  there  was  in  Pembroke,  Mass.,  —  i  cotton  mill,  i 
cupola  furnace,  2  tack  factories,  and  2  shingle  mills."  '*  Number  of 
vessels  built,  8;  tonnage  of  the  same,  1000;  vakie  of  the  same 
$40,000;  hands  employed,  S."  Pop.  1258.  Distance,  12  miles 
from  Plymouth,  9  from  Scicuate  harbor  and  27  from  Boston." 

Isaac  Hatch  commenced  the  manufacture  of  satinets  here  in 
1813.  In  1834  or  35  he  made  shoe-boxes,  and  from  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1850  until  1859  his  sons  carried  on  the  business. 
The  Isitler  year  they  built  a  steam  mill  wIum'c  thev  manufactured 
a  million  feet  of  boards  in  boxes  annually.  The  same  year 
(1859)  the  water  mill  was  burned  and  a  new  one  erected  where 
they  made  water-pails  and  covered  buckets.  This  was  soon 
given  up,  and  the  manufacture  of  mackerel  kitts  begun,  and 
until  1870,  from  1500  to  2000  were  made  weekly. 


6  INDIAN  HEAD  BIYEB. 

Calvin  Shepherd  commenced  the  manufacture  of  boxes  at  the 
old  Shepherd  cotton  mill  about  the  same  time  that  Isaac  Hatch 
began.  His  son-in-law,  James  H.  West,  now  successfully 
carries  on  the  business  there.  Nathan  T.  Shepherd ,  Lemuel 
Lefurgey  and  John  Foster  are  also  engaged  in  the  business. 
Still  failher  down,  the  NuniaHsakccHot  receives  another  tributary 
from  the  southwest.  Between  the  Namassakeeset  and  the 
Indian  Head  is  the  great  swamp  spoken  of  by  Wintbrop  in  his 
Journal.  A  very  good  account  of  Namassakeeset  River,  or 
Barkei*'s,  or  Herring  River,  as  it  is  sometimes  cidled,  has  been 
written  by  Dr.  Fnmcis  Collamore  in  his  history  of  Pembroke, 
published  in  HuixVh  history  of  Plymouth  Co. 

We  are  now  back  to  the  Crotch,  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  Indian  Head  and  Namassakeeset  Rivers.  At  this  point 
North  River  l>egins  its  winding,  snake-like  course,  through  hill 
and  vale,  flowing  over  twenty  miles  to  reach  the  ocean,  ten 
miles  distant.  It  is  a  tnily  l>cautiful  stream  and  associated  with 
many  historical  events  of  our  country,  which  fame  has  been  won 
for  it  by  the  ships  built  on  its  banks  and  which  it  safely  bore  to 
the  ocean,  from  whence  they  gave  renown  to  their  builders  and 
to  the  river  on  which  they  wei*e  built.  We  will  now  begin  the 
ascent  of  Indian  Head  River.  A  few  **i'eaches"  up  we  come  to 
Chapman's  Landing  on  the  north  bank,  and  just  ])elow  an  old 
fording  place.  This  has  l)een  a  favorite  bathing  place  for  the 
boys  from  time  immemorial,  until  the  filth,  or  refuse  from  the 
nibber  mill  made  it  unplejisjmt  to  Imtho  there.  Here  the  boys 
assembled  after  school  and  on  Saturdays,  coming  by  the  deeply 
worn  old  Indian  path  across  the  Indian  licld.s  that  lN>rdcr  on  the 
marsh-lands  by  the  river,*  stopping  only  to  cat  the  luscious 
high-bush  blue-beny  that  grows  in  abundance  in  these  fields. 
They  commenced  to  disrobe  before  the  river  was  in  sight,  and 
when  the  bank  was  reached  were  nearly  ready  to  jump  in. 
Diving  from  the  opposite  bank  was  a  favorite  pastime,  and  the 
author  can  recall  many  a  time  diving  for  fresh-water  clams  and 
cooking  them  on  stones  heated  by  a  tire  built  on  the  bank,  and 
ii^jing  to  eat  them.  Digging  and  cooking  them  was  fun,  eating 
them  was  not. 

A  little  farther  up,  the  Indian  Head  receives,  as  a  tributary, 
the  Iron  Mine  Brook,  also  called  Trout  Brook,  or  Bar- 
ST0W*s  Brook.     It  rises  in  R^mdalTs  Swamp,  north  of  Hanover 

•  This  paUi  also  leads  across  Uie  Indian  fields  back  of  Uw  residence  of  John  Tower. 
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St.,  und  thero  aro  still  i*cmains  on  its  banks  of  the  old  dams 
built  by  the  beavers.  It  flows  south  across  Hanover  and  Rock- 
land Sts.  (or  **  Hanover's  Folly ''as  old  Capt.  John  .Cunhing 
named  it),  Broadway,  through  the  land  of  the  late  Col.  John  B. 
Barstow,  across  Elm  St.,  and  thence  through  the  lands  of 
Michael  Christie  and  Reuben  Donnell  into  the  Indian  Head. 

Next  up  on  the  Indian  Head  we  come  to  the  historic  Luddam's 
Foun,  at  the  bridpe  which  connects  Hanover  with  Pembroke 
l>elow  the  dam  of  Clapp's  Rubber  Mill.  The  stream  here  firat 
became  famous  as  the  fording  place  of  Gov.  Winthrop  and  party 
in  1632. 

Gov.  John  Winthrop,  in  his  diary  under  date  of  Sept. 
1632, says; 

*' About  five  in  the  morning  the  Governor,  [Winthrop]  and 
his  company  came  out  of  Pli mouth.  The  governor  of  Plimouth 
[Bradford]  with  the  Pastor  and  Elder  &c  ,  bringing  them  nearly 
one-half  mile  out  of  town  in  the  dark.  Lieut.  Holmes  with  two 
others  and  the  Governor's  mare  came  along  with  them  to  the  great 
swamp,  about  ten  miles,  when  they  came  to  the  great  river,  [now 
called  North  River,]  they  were  carried  over  by  one  Luddam,  their 
guide,  as  they  had  been  when  they  came,  the  stream  being  very 
strong  and  up  to  their  crotch,  so  the  Governor  called  that  passage 
Luddam's  Ford." 

No  other  name  has  ever  been  given  to  this  locality,  and  no 
more  appropriate  name  could  bo  given.  Luddam,  the  guide, 
IS  probably  the  same  Luddam  that  wo  find  later  in  Weymouth. 
What  appears  now  to  be  but  an  insignificant  stream  at  this 
place,  is  a  pail  of  the  river  that  was  of  the  utmost  impoilance 
to  thofii'st  settlers  of  tho  colony.  This  and  North  River  fur- 
nished largo  supplies  of  food,  abounding  in  fish  of  many  kinds ; 
Hhn<l,  alcwives  or  herring,  smelts,  bass,  while  and  red  porch, 
pickerel,  shiners,  the  ugly  horn-pout,  and  Deane  says,  salmon 
among  tho  other  varieties.  The  alewives  and  shad  ascend  the 
different  herring  brooks  and  the  main  stream  now  to  some  ex- 
tent, and  aro  taken  in  fairly  largo  quantities  ;  but  each  year  they 
como  in  diminished  numbers.  The  dams  prevent  their  ascend- 
ing (o  their  old  si)awning  grounds,  and  the  refuse  of  the  mills, 
osiwcially  the  rubber  luill,  so  impregnates  the  watci's  and  fills 
up  the  smaller  streams,  that  they  cannot  and  will  not  go  up, 
and  without  some  decided  steps  are  soon  taken,  all  fish  will  be- 
come as  much  strangers  to  the  river  as  the  bass  and  salmon  have 
already.    Fish,  tradition  tells  us,  was  one  of  the  main  supplies 
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of  food  for  the  hnrcly  men  and  women  tliat  made  their  habita- 
tions on  the  pleasant  1)anks  of  North  River.  A  few  yeare  ago 
the  river  was  stocked  with  several  millions  of  Oregon  s:dmon, 
but  they  have  all  disappeared.  For  over  twenty  years  there 
was  no  mechanical  business  carried  on  in  the  colony.  The  fii'st 
sett lera  followed  the  example  of  the  Indians,  —  lived  on  frame 
and  fishy  and  cleared  small  tracts  of  land  M'hich  they  planted 
with  com,  1>eans,  etc.  They  next  built  vessels  to  tnido  with. 
In  early  days  most  of  the  vessels  were  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade;  the  different  coh>nies  establi.hcd  trading  houses  along 
the  coast,  and  they  ti*aded  with  the  Indians  and  in  turn  with  the 
tmding  vessels  that  touched  along  their  shores. 

Winthrop  writes,  in  1634  : 

**  Our  neighbors  of  Plymouth  had  oft  traded  with  the  Dutch  at 
Hudson's  River,  called  by  them  New  Netherlands." 

He  adds: 

^'We  had  from  them  about  40  sheep  and  beaver,  and  brass  pieces 
and  sugar,  etc.,  for  sack,  strong  waters,  linen  cloth,  and  other  com- 
modities. They  have  a  great  trade  of  beaver  there,  about  9,000  or 
10,000  beaver  skins  in  a  year."* 

There  were  many  beavei's  in  Plymouth  County  when  the  set- 
tlers fii*st  came,  and  many  of  the  small  streams,  tributaries  of 
N<n'th  River,  have  to-(hiy  dams  and  remnants  of  dams  ori«rinMlly 
built  by  these  cunning  and  intelligent  creatures.  Manufacturing 
soon  followed  the  ship-building  airt,  and  in  1704  a  dam  was  built 
just  above  Luddam's  Ford  by  Thomas  liAUDix  { or  liurdi'u,  or 
Bardwin,  as  wo  find  it  spelled  in  diilerent  plnces),  who,  with 
his  brother  Isaac,  lived  on  Broadway  in  the  house  which  was 
occupied  by  the  late  David  Hersey,  and  which  is  still  standing, 
and  now  occupied  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Jennie  Reed.  Deane 
says  they  were  sons  of  Abniham  Bardin  of  Scituate.  In  1704 
Thomas  Bardin  also  erected  an  anchor  forge  and  supplied  the 
increasing  denuuid  for  anchors  for  the  vessels  built  on  the  ^hip- 
3'ards  below ;  also  the  iron  knees  then  used  to  some  extent. 
That  Thomas  Bardwin,  probably  son  of  the  above  Thomas, 
succeeded  to  the  business,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe,  as 
in  the  Boaton  Evening  Post  of  Feb.  14,  1774,  we  find  that 
there  died 
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••At  Hanover,  Capt.  Thomas  Bard  win,  ageil  86.  He  was  Dom  near 
Havcrfonl-West,  in  Soutli  Wales,  cauie  over  in  1716,  and  wcu  the  first  thai 
made  bar  iron  in  New  England.^ 

The  iirst  bridge  nt  tliis  point  was  probably  built  about  this 
time.     In  1730  the  records  of  the  town  speak  of  this  forge  or 
iron  foundry  as  the  "  old  iron  works  "    Before  1740  we  find 
these  iron  works  in  the  possession  of  the  Josselyns,  who  had  so 
much  trouble  with  the  town  in  regard  to  their  dam,  which  i)re- 
ventcd  the  heiTing  from  ascending  the  river  to  their  spawning 
grounds.     There  were  two  brothel's,  Oipt.  Joseph  (  also  a  dea- 
con) who  gave  a  bell  to  the  Centre  Church,  and  who  was  a. 
man  of  great  enterprise,  and  Deacon  Thomas,  who  gave  two 
silver  communioii  cu^^s  to  the  First  Church,  and  who  was  a  se- 
lectman at  one  time.     They  were  succeeded  by  Seth,  Philip, 
Isaac,  and  John  K.  Josselyn,  Lemuel  Dwelley,  Benj.  Studley, 
and  Lenmel  Cuilis.     In  1790  Lenmel  Curtis,  who  lived  where 
Solomon  Kussell  now  resides,  sold  one-quaiier  of  the  forge, 
etc.,  to  his  sons  Reuben  and  Consider  Cuilis ;   Philip  and  Isaac 
Josselyn  had  sold  out  previously.      Keu1)en  Curtis  and  the 
other's  continued  making  anchors  and  doin^  the  iron  work  on 
the  vessels  built  below,  and  the  business  mcreased  until  they 
had  more  than  they  could  attend  to.     Mr.  Curtis  was  also  a 
large  owner  in  some  of  the  vessels,  and  was  town  clerk  and 
representative  to  the  General  Court.     He  resided  on  Elm  Street, 
near  his  forge,  where  licuben  Donncll  now  lives.      In  171)1 
Benjamin  Studley  and  John  R.  Josselyn  sold  out  to  Lemuel 
Curtis.     Seth  Josselyn  disposed  of  his  interest  in  1803.     In 
1831  Reuben  Curtis  sold  his  fourth  to  George  Curtis,  the  only 
son  of  Consider,  and  in  1839  Leimicl  Dwelley  sold  his  half  to 
George  Curtis,  which,  with  the  other  interests  he  bought  or  in- 
herited from  his  father,  left  him  in  sole  possession  of  the  works. 
Tlie  fii'st  works  erected  by  the  Curtis  family  were  burned  in 
1848,  as  was  also  a  com  mill  which  was  built  in  1832.     George 
Curtis  lived  where  Edward  Sweeney  now  resides,  on  Elm  Street, 
near  Curtis*  Crossing,  and  a  cut  of  the  house  and  also  the  forge 
is  in  Barry's  History  of  Hanover.      He  died  Feb.   10,  1875. 
Mr.  Curtis  employed  about  sixteen  hands,  and  made  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tons  of  anchoi*s  per  year,  nniging  in  weight  from 
one  thousand  to  ten  thousand  pounds  each.     During  the  war  of 
the  rel>ellion,  Mr.  Curtis  accunmlated  a  great  deal  of  money 
making  anchoi's   for  the   United  States  government ;     many 
anchors  were  also  made  at  this  forge  in  the  early  i)art  of  this 
century  for  the  goveiiiment  some  weighing  five  tons.     The 
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anchors  for  the  CTand  old  war  ship  Constitution  were  forged  here. 
For  over  one  nundred  and  fifty  years  the  •*  loud  din  of  the 
descending  hammer  could  be  heanl  here  daily,''  but  now  the 
forge,  which  was  sold  and  occupied  as  a  rubber  mill,  is  replaced 
by  a  large  modem  structure  far  less  picturesque. 

In  November,  1873,  Eugene  H.  Clapp  bought  the  old  forge 
property  of  George  Cuilis.  At  that  time  he  was  in  comptmy 
with  his  cousin,  Fred.  W.  Clapp,  which  partnership  continued 
until  Jan.  1st,  1880,  when  it  was  terminated  by  the  death  of 
Fred.  W.  Clapp.  Since  1880  Eugene  H.  Clapp  has  been  sole 
proprietor.  They  found  the  old  buildings  in  the  condition  in 
which  Mr.  Curtis  left  them,  and  fitted  them  up  as  cheaply  as 
possible,  as  at  that  time  they  were  not  in  a  very  prosperous 
financial  condition.  The  old  flumes  were  can*ied  away  by  a 
freshet  within  a  few  days  after  the  property  was  bought,  and 
the  Clapps  were  forced  t^  build  entirely  new  flumes,  and  put  in 
a  new  water-wheel.  They  Btsuled  at  fii^st  with  two  grinding 
machines  which,  in  the  process  of  time,  have  been  increased  in 
number,  until  to-<lay  they  have  twelve.  They  at  first  only  put 
in  a  floor  upon  which  to  work  over  one  end  of  the  mill,  but 
business  so  increased  as  to  necessitate  three  floors  in  1881.  In 
1879  they  put  in  a  small  seventy-five  horse-power  steam  engine 
at  the  west  end  of  the  fiictory,  and  some  additional  rul)l)er 
grindeis,  so  they  could  mn  by  steam  when  the  water  supply 
was  short.  In  1880,  aft^r  E.  H.  Clapp  had  acquired  all  the 
propeity,  he  put  in  another  and  larger  steam  engine  at  the 
other  end  of  the  mill,  a  three  hundred  horae-power  Corliss, 
which  has  been  running  from  that  time  until  the  present.  In 
September,  1881,  the  factory  building  proper  was  entirely  de- 
stroyed by  fire ;  also  the  roof  of  the  boiler  house  on  the  east 
end  of  the  mill.  Mr.  Clapp  immediately  built  a  much  larger 
mill,  and  started  it  up  in  less  than  four  weeks  from  the  time  of 
the  fire,  and  since  that  time  has  l)cen  constantly  adding  to  the 
property.  In  1885  he  added  stiir another  engine  at  the  west 
end  of  the  mill,  replacing  the  old  seventy-five  horse-power 
engine  with  a  new  Brown  steam  engine,  with  two  hundred  horse- 
power capacity.  In  1886  he  built  a  new  factory  on  the  Pem- 
broke side  of  the  river,  and  in  1888  doubled  the  capacity  by  a 
new  additi(m.  In  1889-1890  he  proposes  to  put  in  a  new 
water-wheel  and  other  machinery,  all  of  which  would  have  been 
added  in  1888  but  for  the  extraordinary  height  of  water  all  the 
season. 
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When  Messrs.  E.  H.  and  F.  W.  Clapp  first  occupied  the  mill 
in  1873  they  employed  only  three  men,  but  now  they  oftea 
have  as  many  as  one  hundi*cd,and  seldom  less  than  seventy-five 
employed.  They  have  an  electric  plant  connected  with  their 
mill  and  when  business  is  inishing,  work  at  night  by  electrio 
lights.  The  business,  which  was  started  with  a  finding 
capacity  of  one  thousand  pounds  per  day  as  their  maximum  ia 
1873,  has  increased  so  that  Mr.  Clapp  is  to-day  able  to  grind 
forty  times  as  much,  or  twenty  tons  daily,  —  and  is  handling 
several  thousand  tons  yearly,  whereas  in  1873  he  only  handled 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons.  It  certainly  is  a  great 
business  grown  from  a  small  industry,  and  where  it  will  end  is 
hard  to  say,  —  but,  judging  from  the  past,  it  bids  fair  to  rival 
any  industry  on  the  South  Shore. 

Usually,  mills  and  factories,  while  they  enrich  the  towns,  do- 
not  tend  to  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants,  as  they 
often  bring  in  a  chiss  of  foreiOTei*s  who  strike,  carouse,  and 
make  it  disagreeable  for  peaceful  residents.  It  is  not  so,  how- 
ever in  Hanover.  From  the  times  of  ejirly  ship  building  until 
the  present,  men's  sons  resident  in  and  about  the  town  have 
been  employed,  seemingly  like  one  large  family,  and  those 
which  Mr.  Clapp  has  been  obliged  to  import,  have,  with  few 
exceptions,  become  good  citizens,  and  many  thanks  are  due 
him  for  his  aircful  selections.  It  is  to  he  lioiM;d  it  maycimtinuo 
so.  Mr.  Clapp's  actual  pay-roll  amounts  to  between  forty  and 
filly  thousand  dollars  yearly  and  the  product  of  the  mill  in  the 
neighborhood  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  yearly.  He 
has  now  complete  accommodation  for  handling  and  utilizing  all 
kinds  of  iiibber  material  according  to  the  latest  and  best  known 
processes,  both  mechanical  and  chemical,  is  doing  two  or  three 
times  as  much  work  as  any  of  his  competitors,  and  is  handling 
more  than  one  half  of  this  business  in  the  United  Sbitcs. 

On  the  Pembroke  side  of  the  stream,  opposite  the  *'01d 
Forge,"  stands  an  old  saw  mill  now  used  as  a  chemical  shop  or 
lal)oratory  for  the  rubber  mill,  having  been  altered  and  enlarged. 
This  mill  was  owned  by  George  Curtis  and  Haviland  Tori'ey, 
who  wns  a  Capt.  of  the  Second  Rcfrimont,  First  Brigjide,  Fifth 
Division,  Pembroke,  Militia.  lie  was  the  father  of  Benj.  B.  and 
Herbert  Torrey  of  Hanover,  and  lived  in  Pembroke  on  the  hill 
just  above  the  mill.     He  died  Aug.  26,  18G5,  aged  74  years. 

Near  this  mill  stood  an  old  cai*ding-mill,  first  built  by  Jesse 
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Heed  at  a  spot  faillicr  up  stream  and  moved  from  thence 
to  its  last  location.  This  mill  was  leased  from  1836  to  1838  by 
Edward  Y.  Perry,  Esq.,  for  a  tack  factory  when  it  was  located 
mp  stream  (see  AVaterman*s  and  Phillips's  factories) . 

"Wo  will  now  leave  the  **01d  Forjjo,''  or  the  modem  lliihl)or 
Mill  and  follow  up  the  l>eautittil  Indian  Head  River  as  it  Hows 
over  its  shallow  course  beside  the  railroad  and  the  delightful 
drive  known  as  Project  Dale.  About  half  way  through  the 
Dale  we  come  to  a  dam  and  a  tack-factory  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  firai  of  L.  C.  Waterman  &  Sons.  This  privilege 
dates  back  to  about  1700.  Between  then  and  1737  there  wsis  a 
fulling-mill  on  this  spot  occupied  by  Jan)es  Torrey,  who  hml 
bought  fifty-two  acres  of  land  of  Wm.  Clift.  As  early  as  1737 
the  locality  was  known  as  Project  Dale  and  during  the  same 
year  the  mill  privilege  was  sold  to  Thomas  Josselyn  and  known 
as  **  Josselyn's  Corn  Mill."  A  lane  led  to  it  from  the  teiminus 
of  Spring  St.  on  Broadway,  which  was  known  as  Mill  Lane, 
.and  is  now  grown  up  with  bushes. 

After  Mr.  Josselyn's  death  the  mill  was  sold  to  Capt.  Joseph 
Stetson*  who  lived  for  a  time  on  Water  St.  opposite  the  t:ick 
works,  where  Theodore  C.  Dyer  now  resides.  He  was  a  soldier 
during  the  French  war  and  a  mariner  for  many  j'-eai-s.  At  his 
decease  the  privilege  was  sold  to  Lemuel  Curtis,  who  gave  it  to 
his  son,  Nathaniel,  who  sold  it  to  either  Elihu  or  Aaron  Hobail. 
About  this  time,  or  a  little  Inter,  the  dam  was  raised  four  or 
five  feet,  which  is  said  to  have  destroyed  the  privilege  at  the 
"old  dam"  above,  built  by  Col.  Jesse  lleed,  and  sold  by  him  to 
Elihu  Ilobail,  Sept.  M,  181(5. 

Between  the  years  1829  and  1839,  Charles  Dyer  owned  and 
managed  the  business,  which  was  that  of  making  tacks  for  Mr. 
Hobart.  About  this  time  he  fonncd  a  partnership  with  E.  Y. 
Perry,  Esq.,  which  continued  until  1850,  when  Mr.  Perry  took 
sole  charge  of  tlie  works,  which  he  carried  on  until  he  went  in 
1S53  to  the  old  IJarstow  works,  now  Phillip's  factory.  Mr. 
Perry  employed  at  this  factory  sixteen  hands  and  manufactured 
300.  lbs.  of  shoe  nails  per  day  and  about  800,000  tacks.  He 
used  about  three  tons  of  copper,  twenty-five  tons  of  zinc,  and 
.seventy-five  tons  of  iron  per  year. 

The  location  of  these  works  is  very  picturesque,  being  on 


*  A  descendant  of  Cornet  Robert  through  Joseph  and  SamneL 


waterman's  tack  rACTORT.  1* 

the  edge  of  a  placid  pond,  which  durin*;  the  Bummer  sunsets  is 
a  perfect  mirror.  It  is  surrounded  by  hills,  thickly  grown  with 
foliage,  and  has  a  beautiful  fall  of  water  over  the  dam  most  of 
the  year.  There  w;i8  foimerly  a  bridge  over  the  Indian  Head 
at  this  point  but  it  disappeared  many  years  ago.  Old  residents 
now  remember  when  wool  was  taken  here  to  be  carded.  In 
1860  L.  C.  Watennan  &  Co.  leased  a  part  of  the  old  factory 
with  power  of  Geo.  Curtis,  into  who.se  possession  it  had  fallen. 
The  original  finn  was  composed  of  five  partners :  —  Lemuel 
Cushing  Waterman,  Josiah  M.  Smith,  George  P.  Clapp,  Wil- 
lijun  J.  Kender,  and  William  P.  Winslow,  all  practical  tack- 
makers.  Twelve  machines  were  put  in  at  fii-st  with  a  capacity 
of  fifty  or  sixty  tons  per  year,  the  full  force  of  persons  employed 
hein^  eight  to  ten.  Mr.  Waterman  subsequently  bought  out 
the  mterest^  of  his  partners  and  took  into  the  firm  his  son 
Kodolpli  Cushing,  and  later,  his  son  Int^ncus  Lloyd,  and  the 
style  changed  to  L.  C.  Watennan  &  Sons.  In  1870  the  firm 
purchased  the  entire  factory  property  and  power  of  George 
Curtis,  since  which  time  extensive  improvements  have  been 
made  and  new  buildings  and  machinery  added  as  the  business 
increased.  In  1875  L.  C.  Watennan  retired  from  active  con- 
nection with  the  business,  devoting  his  time  to  the  care  of  the* 
Geo.  Curtis  estate,  of  which  he  was  trustee.  He  was  born  in 
So.  Scituate,  July  14, 1814,  educated  at  Hanover  Academy,  and 
began  life  in  a  wholesale  dry-goods  store  in  Boston.  Here  he 
remained  two  years,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  town  and 
taught  school.  At  twenty-five  he  married  Elizabeth  B.  Good- 
ing, daughter  of  Henry  Gooding  of  Boston.  Soon  after  he  was- 
employed  in  the  tack-factory  of  Sam.  Salmond  at  Tiffany,being 
superintendent  at  one  time.  With  Mr.  Salmond^s  death  his 
connection  with  these  works  ceased  and  he  commenced  business 
at  ProjectDale.  He  died  March  11,  1889,  leaving  the  business 
U}  Win  three  sons.  The  number  of  machines  now  opemlcd  hero 
is  thirty-four  and  the  capacity  of  the  factory  about  250  tons  per 
year.  The  full  force  of  male  and  female  help  employed  is 
twenty-five.  The  line  of  goods  manufactured  has  always  been 
of  the  finest  quality  and  adapted  to  the  uses  of  the  funiiture  and 
upholstery  tnide,  also  tacks  for  carpet  laying  and  for  car  and 
wirriage  work. 

In  Febniaiy,  1886,  an  uncommonly  heavy  fall  of  rain  caused 
a  flood  along  this  valley  ;  at  Baretow's  anchor  works  on  King 
St.  and  at  E.  Phillips  &  Sons'  tack-Tactory  at  South  Hanover 
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the  dams  were  nearly  destroyed.  At  Project  Dale  the  water 
poured  into  the  factory  and  the  under-pinning  and  dam  were 
partially  cairied  away.  AH  the  factories  and  mills  suffered 
great  damage,  bridges  were  washed  away,  trains  were  stopped, 
and  at  Salmond's  tack  works  on  the  Third  Herrinor  Brook,  a 
good  part  of  a  large  hill,  side  of  the  dam,  was  washed  away. 
Another  heavy  freshet  occun*od  in  November,  1888,  but  little 
-damage  was  done. 

The  second  tributary  to  the  Indian  Head  of  any  account  is 
BooKT  Run  Brook,  which  flows  into  the  stream  about  one 
liundi'ed  rods  below  E.  Philips  &  Sons'  tack-works.  It  rises  in 
the  western  pait  of  Pembroke  almut  half  a  mile  noilh  of  Oldham 
Pond,  and  flows  in  a  north-westerly  dii*ection  past  the  residence 
^of  James  H.  Dwelley.  In  the  centre  of  the  pond,  which  Mr. 
Dwelley  has  made  near  his  house  by  damming  this  brook,  is  an 
old  site  of  a  mill,  built  early  in  1700  and  owned  and  run, 
tradition  says,  by  Dea.  Isaac  Buck.  Hei*e  he  manufactured 
wooden  ware,  consisting  of  bowls,  trays,  skimmci>>,  (ono  of 
which  is  preserved  in  Hanover,  as  is  some  of  liis  other  work), 
plates  of  a  curious  pattern,  and  other  useful  articles.  Mr.  Buck 
was  a  Hanover  man,  and  lived  in  South  Hanover  on  the  old 
road  which  was  laid  out  from  Scituate  and  which  connected 
with  the  road  from  Cricket  Hole  to  Indian  Head  Pond.  He 
was  a  near  neighbor  of  Benj.  Sylvester,  whose  daughter  Abigail 
he  mamed  in  1737.  In  1728  he  signed  the  Church  Covenant. 
In  1731  he  was  chosen  on  the  jmy,  and  July  31,  1733,  was 
chosen  Deacon  of  the  First  Church.  He  is  supposed  to  have 
l)een  a  son  of  Lieut.  Isaac  Buck  of  Scituate,  as  there  is  an  Isaac 
recorded  among  the  baptisms  of  that  town. 

Col.  Jesse  Reed,  after  disposing  of  his  first  privilege  in  Han- 
over, moved  to  one  near  Rocky  Run,  where  he  erected  works, 
and  conveyed  water  to  his  wheel  through  a  trough  one-third  of 
a  mile  long ;  but  the  difficulties  were  such  that  ne  finally  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Mai*shfield. 

The  next  privilege  on  the  Indian  Head  above  Waterman's  is 
what  is  now  known  as  the  ^cid  dam.''  This  privilege  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Enos  Bates,  who  contemplated  building  a  dam 
and  grist-mill,  but  before  he  curried  out  his  plans  he  sold  it  to 
Col.  Jesse  Reed,  who  built  the  dam  and  erected  a  grist-mill, 
nail  factory,  and  machine  shop.  An  old,  unfinished  mill-stone 
was  recently  found  by  Calvin  T.  Phillips  who  now  owns  the 
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property.  A  road,  which  was  probably  the  first  in  the  colony, 
crossed  the  river  about  thirty  rods  below  this  dam,  and  was 
used  by  the  settlers  for  nearly  one  hundred  years  to  get  to  their 
possessions  at  the  Indian  Head  Ponds.  The  piei*s  of  the  old 
bridge  are  now  occasionally  seen  when  the  water  is  low.  ]\Ir. 
Hira  Bates,  who,  with  his  wife,  lives  with  their  son,  Hira  W. 
Bates,  at  South  Hanover,  both  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  years,  but  in  possession  of  good  health  and  all  their  facul- 
ties, remembers  when  there  was  a  foot-bridge  at  this  six)t. 
Him  Bates,  and  his  wife  I^ucy,  were  born  on  the  same  day  and 
hour,  and  have  been  married  sixty-four  years. 

Col.  Jesse  Reed  was  one  of  the  most  mtelligent  and  noted 
men  we  ever  had  in  town.  He  was  inventor  of  the  tack  ma- 
chine, and  his  Reed's  machine  is  used  to-day  with  scarcely  any 
improvements.  Ho  was  also  the  author  of  some  twenty  or 
mora  other  inventions,  among  them  patterns  of  pumps,  cotton 
gins,  tree-nail  machines,  etc.  A  full  account  of  Colonel  Reed 
and  Iiis  inventions  can  be  found  in  Barry's  History  of  Hanover, 
pajrcs  141  and  3(53,  and  it  is  well  worth  reading.  The  factory 
that  he  built  on  the  Bates  privilege  was  moved  to  Project  Dale 
and  used  by  E.  Y.  Perry,  Esq. 

A  short  distance  farther  up  the  stream  is  the  manufactory  of 
E.  Phillips  &  Sons.  In  1720  the  town  granted  two  acres  of 
land  on  the  Indian  Head  River,  l>ctwecn  Pine  Hill  and  Rocky 
Run  Brook,  to  Capt.  Joseph  Barstow  and  Iknjamin  Stetson, 
''for  the  acconunodaiion  of  a  forgo  and  finery."  A  bridge  w:is 
built  across  the  river  this  year  and  Barstow  and  Stetson  erected 
a  forge  which  was  known  as  Baustow's  Forge.  Capt.  Joseph 
Barstow  was  also  interested  in  a  grist  mill,  a  sloop,  and  was  a 
large  land-holder.  He  died  July  25,  1728,  leaving  proi)erty 
appraised  at  over  thirty  thousand  dollar.  His  youngest  son, 
Joshua,  inherited  his  interest  in  the  forge.  Joshua  was  then 
eight  yeai*s  old,  but  as  soon  as  he  reached  a  more  mature  age, 
he  improved  the  business  left  by  his  father  and  continued  in  it 
until  his  decease,  being  drowned  at  the  eastward,  Oct.  3,  1763, 
aged  forty-four.  His  son  Joshua,  then  fourteen  years  old, 
succeeded  him,  and  was  soon  conducting  the  forge,  which 
business  he  continued  until  his  removal  to  Exeter,  N.  II.  aliout 
172)5.  During  the  lievolution  Mr.  Bai^stow  is  said  to  have  done 
quite  a  business  in  the  manufacture  of  cannon  balls.  He  melted 
the  ii-ou  at  an  ordinary  forge  fire  and  moulded  them  in  the 
bottom  of  his  forge.     In  1795  the  property  was  sold  to  Robert 
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Salmond  and  others.  Benj.  Stetson  was  probably  out  of  the 
film  previous  to  175.5,  though  his  son  Benj.,  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  may  have  succeeded  nira.  For  about  thirty  years  Mr. 
Salmond  was  engaged  in  the  iron  business  at  this  forge.  For 
twenty-ei^ht  years  Nathaniel  Gushing  was  interested  with  him 
and  also  Chas.  Josselyn  for  a  much  shorter  time,  who  was  also 
engaged  in  business  on  King  St. 

Robert  Salmond  and  others  were  in  1813, 

^*  Making  some  large  Anchors  for  the  Frigate  that  is  building  at 
Charlestown." 

Ilis  sons  Avcre  building  or  hnd  built  a  ship  at  Bangor,  Me., 
and  it  was  lying  idle  until  the  war  was  over.  In  writing  to  his 
sons,  Mr.  Salmond  says  : 

**  If  the  war  continues  fxve  years  longer  the  ship  will  not  be  worth 
but  little  more  than  the  iron  that  is  in  her." 

What  became  of  this  vessel  is  not  known,  but  in  October, 
1814,  the  sons  Robert  and  Samuel  wrote  : 

**  We  are  still  in  darkness  respecting  the  fate  of  the  vessel,  but  it 
is  highly  probable  she  will  be  burnt  where  she  is  standing,  by  the 
British,  if  not  ransomed  in  the  sum  of  $2000.00 ;  if  burnt,  the  town 
will  be  liable,  but  if  the  town  is  burned  too,  of  course  their  liability 
will  not  be  worth  much." 

Robert  Salmond  died  May  5,  1829,  aged  eighty.  During  tho 
last  few  years  of  his  life  Thomas  Hobart  of  Abington  wjus  a  part 
owner  in  the  forge,  there  being  also  on  tho  premises  at  that 
time  a  tack-factory  and  com  mill.  About  1825  Messrs.  Hobart 
and  Saknond  had  a  contract  from  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment for  the  manufacture  of  anchors  for  the  Navy,  and  several 
were  mjido  for  the  old  seventy-four  gun  ships,  probably  of  the 
lai*gest  size  ever  forged.  In  1828  Mr.  Salmond  disposed  of 
his  interest  to  Mr.  Hobart,  and  Mr.  Hobart  took  into  the  finn 
John  Sylvester,  who  had  been  employed  in  tho  forgo  since  1825. 
Previous  to  that  time  he  was  a  t4u;k-makor,  and  also  haul  been 
in  the  "  Old  Mill  Dam  Iron  Works  "  at  Boston  and  Watertown. 
Joseph  Sylvester  was  foreman.  John  Sylvester  managed  the 
works  very  successfully.  About  one  hundred  tons  of  bar 
iron  were  made  per  year,  one  hunMrcd  tons  of  anchoi*s, 
and  twelve  to  fourteen  t;ick  machines  were  mm  and  sevcnil  built 
yearly.     In  1830  they  commenced  the  manufacture  of  locomo- 
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tivo  cninks  and  it  h  duimcd  thut  they  were  the  origiuatoi*s  of 
this  industry.* 

Ill  1837  the  partnei'ship  tciininated  and  Mr.  Sylvester  formed 
the  Hanover  Forge  Company y  which  continued  until  1853,  when 
he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Belmont,  Mass. ,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  March  18,  1882,  in  liis  eighty-fourth  year. 
Until  1858  he  was  one  of  the  firm  of  John  Taggard  &  Co.,  Iron, 
Boston.  That  year  he  purchjiscd  the  Danvei-s  Iron  Works  at 
Danversport,  and  in  18()4,  the  Spike  Works  at  Somerville, 
which  interest  he  held  at  his  death. 

In  1853  Ezi-Ji  Phillips,  E.  Y.  Perry,  and  Mailin  W.  Stetson 
formed  a  partnerehip  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  Y.  Perry  &  Co. , 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  fcick  business,  Mr.  Perry 
moving  his  machines  from  Project  Dale,  and  Mr.  Phillips  his 
from  the  old  Thomas  privilege.  Mr.  Perry  had  previously 
purchased  the  above  forge,  lately  occupied  by  John  Sylvester, 
and  known  as  Sylvestei*'s  Forge,  at  South  Hanover  for  $3100. 
The  financial  panic  of  185fr-57  soon  overtaking  them,  Mr. 
Stetson  became  discouraged  and  withdrew.  Messrs.  Perry  & 
Phillips  continued  in  business  together  until  1874.  Their 
business  relations  were  of  the  pleasantest  kind.  They  always 
honored  and  spoke  well  of  each  other.  11iey  em*li  hml  remark- 
able talenLs  in  dillerent  directions  and  what  was  lacking  in  one 
w:is  found  in  the  other.  UndtM*  such  strong-min<Ied  and  pnu*- 
ticaJ  men  the  business  increased  nipidly  and  they  were  very 
successful.  Mr.  Perry's  experience  at  Project  Dale,  and  Mr. 
Phillips's  at  So.  Abington,  under  Jas.  Soule,  and  at  Mr. 
Hobart's  factory  in  Hanson,  did  not  come  amiss.  In  1874  Mr. 
Perry's  outside  interests  luwl  become  quite  large  and  demanded 
so  nmch  of  his  time  that  he  felt  obliged  to  withdraw,  thus  leav- 
ing a  vjicancy  valuable  to  whomever  wjis  decided  upon  to  fill  it. 
Mr.  Phillips  wisely  took  in  his  two  sons,  Calvin  T.  and  Mornll 
A.,  under  the  finn  name  of  E.  Phillips  &  Sons,  which  name  still 
continues.  A  fairly  good  account  of  Mr.  Perry  and  of  Mr. 
Phillips  can  be  found  in  Hurd's  History  of  Plymouth  County, 
1884.  To  Mr.  PeiTy's  energy  and  push,  to  his  strong  will  and 
business  ability,  is  due  the  fact  that  Hanover  is  to-day  so  far 
ahead  of  its  suiTounding  towns   (only  excepting  Rockland). 


*  **  HanoYer  is  a  mannfactaring  place,  manufacturing  bar  iron,  iron  castings,  anchors, 
plowi,  ressels,  taclcs,  leatlier  boots  and  shoes  and  woolen  cloth  annnally  to  the  amount 
of  176,000,**  lajrs  Uajrwoodin  bis  New  England  Gazetteer  in  1839. 
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It  is  he  who  has  built  up  many  of  our  industries,  especially  the 
lumber  and  milt  industry ;  and  real  estate,  that  would  often  have 
been   sacrificed,  found  in  him   a  ready   purchaser.     He   was 
mainly  instmmental  in  bringing  the  Hanover  Uninch  ]l:iihvay 
into  existence.    It  was  ho  who  conducted  it  on  suith  a  strict  and 
Huccessful  basis,  that   it  was  tho  only  road,  probabi)',  in  the 
United  States  without  bonds  and  with  viilually  no  debt  at  the 
time  of  its  purchase  by  the  Old  Colony  in  1887 .  At  this  time  Mr. 
PeiTy  again  felt  the  press  of  business  and  was  ghid  to  withdraw 
from  the  Presidency  of  the  Hanover  Bnmch  Railway,  and  when 
the  Old  Colony  R.  R.  signified  a  wish  to  buy  it  he  was  strongly 
in  favor  of  selling  out  U)  them  at  par,  which  pritre  they  paid. 
He  did  not  foi'get  to  speak  a  good  word  for  the  employees  and 
recommend  that  they  all  be  retained,  which  was  done.     Afr. 
Perry  was  born  in    Pembroke,  now  Hanson,  Mass.,  Nov.  4, 
1812,  married  Mary  B.,  daughter  of  David  and  Deborah  B. 
Oldham  of  Pembroke,  Mass.,  July  8,  1834,  and  now  i*esides 
in  South  Hanover,  M:iss.     They  Inul  but  one  child  which  died 
in  infancy.     Mr.  Perry  still  continues  in  business,  his  mind 
being  as  clear  and  active  as  ever.    He  has  recently  passe<l  through 
a  severe  illness,  but  his  strong  constitution,  which  he  inherited 
and  has  kept  perfect  by  his  regular  habits,  came  to  his  i-escue, 
and  he  is  now  about  as  of  old,  quite  himself  again.     His  grand- 
father died  in  his  ninety-third  year  and  his  gmndmother  lived 
to  be  within  less  than  three  months  of  one  hundi*ed  years  old. 

Mr.  Ezra  Phillips  was  bom  in  Pembroke,  now  Hanson,  Oct. 
10,  1810,  and  married  Catherine  II.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Calvin 
Tilden  of  Hanson,  Nov.  27,  1834.  In  1848  Mr.  Phillips  pnr- 
chased  one-third  of  the  factory  in  Hanson,  owned  until  then  by 
Mr.  Hobart  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  tacks  for  him- 
self. Upon  his  entering  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Perry,  he 
assumed  the  management  of  the  mechanical  part  of  the  business, 
l)eing  **a  good  manager  of  workmen  and  an  excellent  judge  of 
the  worth  and  merits  of  machinery.*'  Mr.  Perry,  "an  oxcoj)- 
tionally  good  financier  and  general  manager,  clear-headed  and 
a  cool  and  accumte  calculator,"  managed  the  business  pai*t.  A 
more  fitting  tribute  could  not  be  paid  to  Mr.  Phillips  than  Mr. 
Perry's  testimony  of  his  connection  with  him.  He  says,  "  After 
an  intimate  business  and  social  relationship  with  Mr.  Phillips 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  I  consider  him  one  of  the  gi-andest 
and  best  men  I  ever  knew.  The  routine  of  business  was  robbed 
of  its  monotony  and  vexation  by  the  tact,   geniality,  pure 
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methods,  and  manly  way  in  wliicli  Mr.  Phillips  bore  himself. 
It  w:is  8imi)ly  pleasure  to  do  business  in  connection  with  such  a 
nian.^  Mr.  Phillips  died  in  llanovor,  May  15,  1882,  and  his 
two  sons  have  since  successfully  carried  on  the  business  under 
the  same  firm  name.  At  the  present  writing  they  employ  at 
this  factory  from  forty-eight  to  fifty  two  hands,  running  seventy- 
one  tsick  and  nail  machines,  a  rolling  mill,  machine  shop,  and 
have  a  sixty  horse-power  engine.  They  cut  hist  year  about  750 
Umt^  of  nails  and  tacks  nnd  rolled  250  tons  of  zinc  and  lead. 
The  tacks  avei-age  about  0400  to  the  pound,  or  12,800,000  to 
the  ton  ;  nails  about  750  to  the  pound,  or  1,500,000  to  the  ton. 
This  factory  is  one  of  about  foity  now  in  this  country.* 

Ascending  the  Indian  Head  river,  about  one  half  mile  above 
Phillips's  tack  works,  we  come  to  its  junction  with  the  Drink- 
WATKU  IviVKU.  Wo  will  follow  up  tlio  Indian  Head,  then  come 
back  to  the  Drinkwater.  The  fii*st  dam  on  the  Indian  Head 
stream  is  about  one  mile  from  its  junction  with  the  Drinkwater, 
and  was  probably  finished  in  the  spring  of  1715,  as  we  find  that 
on  May  30th  of  that  year  "Joshua  Cusliing,  Joseph  Foord,  and 
ThoniJis  Barker  of  Pembroke  and  Thomas  Ilowland  of  Marsh- 
field  enter  into  an  agreement  in  regard  to  a  Saw  Mill  that  they 
are  building  on  the  Indian  Head  stream  near  the  road  that  leads 
to  the  little  Cedar  swamp."  In  1827  Dr.  Samuel  Barker  sold 
the  right  for  mill  privilege  to  Elihu  Hobart,  who  erected  a  tack- 
factory  and  employed  IIcrvcyDyer  as  agent.  He  remained 
U'u  yours,  when  it  wn.^^  sold  to  a  Conii)any  and  by  them  to 
Luther  Ilowland  of  Hanson,  who  manufactured  tacks  until 
about  thiity  yeai*s  ago,  when  the  factory  was  burned.  It  has 
not  since  been  rebuilt.  The  privilege  is  owned  by  Lewis 
^Vhite. 

Faiihor  up  the  stream  is  the  dam  built  by  the  Thomases. 
Col.  Nathaniel  Thoniasf  bought  a  large  tnict  of  land  in  this 
vicinity  in  11)94-1)5  and  his  son,  Isaac,  settled  on  that  portion 
40  rods  cast  of  the  mill.  Tlie  cellar  is  still  visible.  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  Nathaniel  ever  lived  here.  If  he  did  it  is  certjiin  that  he 
later  moved  to  Marsh  field,  as  appears  by  an  account  of  liis  wife's 
de4ith  in  an  old  paper. 

"  MarshllcUl,  October  i6  (1727).  On  the  8th  Instant,  the  Lord's 
Day   Morning,  died  here,  Mrs.  Mary   Thomas,  Wife  to  Nathaniel 


•  Seo  Account  Ciuhing's  Mill  aboye  Teague's  Bridge, 
t  See  Thomas's  Brick-kiln  Yard. 
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Thomas,  Esq :  of  this  Place.  A  truly  valuable  Person,  for  bright 
and  unblemished  Vertue,  unfeigned  and  unaflected  Piety,  rare  and 
excellent  Wisdom  and  Discretion :  yea  for  all  or  most  of  those 
Ornaments  and  Endowments  of  Nature  and  Grace,  which  serve 
Adorn  and  Distinguish  Her  Sex  :  One  in  whom  the  united  characters 
of  a  Compleat  Gentlewoman  and  solid  christian,  were  exemplified 
and  Beautified  to  an  uncommon  degree :  One  who  by  Her  prudent, 
humble,  affable,  peaceable,  courteous  and  obliging  temper  and 
carriage,  gained  and  to  the  last  maintained  a  great  interest  in  the 
esteem  and  affection  of  all  that  knew  Her ;  Her  death  has  filled 
many  hearts  with  grief,  and  has  caused  an  universal  lamentation. 
She  was  decently  Interred  on  Wednesday  the  nth  Currant."  —  The 
New  Eng.   Weekly  Journal, 

In  1712  the  above  mill,  (erroneously  called  Cotton's  Mill  in 
Kurd's  History  of  Plymouth  Co.)  was  written  in  the  old  records 
•^Colonel's  Mill,"  which  is  coiTcct.  A  deed  dated  January 
1716,  mentions  **the  old  saw-mill  called  Col.  Thomas's  Saw 
Mill."  In  1722  it  is  spoken  of  as  Isiuic  Thomtis's  Stiw  Mill,  and 
in  1737  as  Edward  Thomits's  Saw  Mill,  formerly  owned  by  Col. 
Thomas.  Edward  was  son  of  Isaac.  Later  a  gri.st  mill  was 
built  here,  which  was  run  by  Dea.  David  Bcal.  The  following 
advertisement  shows  that  Col.  Thomas  either  had  business  in 
Marshfield  about  the  same  time,  or  else  did  iron  work  here. 

*<  August  24th,  1713.  A  Cast  Hammer,  Anyil  Plates  and  all  other  need- 
ful cast  iron  work  for  a  forge  or  iron  works,  all  new,  to  be  sold  by 
Nathanael  Thomas,  Esq.,  at  Marshfield.^ 

About  1829  Benj.  Hobart  of  Abington  bought  the  mill  and 
put  in  machinery  for  cutting  tacks.  It  was  burned  in  1835, 
but  rebuilt,  and  used  as  a  tack  factory  until  1848,  when 
Nathaniel  Cushing  bought  two-thirds  of  it  for  a  trunk  factory, 
Ezi-a  Phillips  buying  one  third  for  a  tack  factory.  Cushing  soon 
sold  out  to  A.  J.  Taft  &  Flavel  Shurtleff.  Later  Mr.  Shurtleff 
bought  Taft's  share.  Mr.  Phillips  went  into  company  with  Mr. 
Perry  from  lu^ro.  Iloniy  11.  lirigham  of  So.  Abingt.on  \\\\jGr 
bought  the  whole,  and  used  it  as  a  tack  factory  until  it  was 
burned  in  1859.  Since  then  there  has  been  a  saw-mill  here. 
This  privilege  is  now  owned  by  E.  Phillips  &  Sons.  The 
stream  rises  in  the  Indian  Head  Pond  in  Hanson,  from  whence 
it  received  its  name. 

Returning  to  the  junction,  we  follow  the  Drink  water  River 
up  to  Teague's  liniixiE,  so  named  for  Daniel  Teague,  who 
lived  in  Hanover,  a  few  rods  above  it,  about  1750  to  1760  and 
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whose  cellar  can  still  be  seen.  This  bridge  was  built  before 
1740,  at  which  time  it  was  spoken  of  as  Hatch's  Bridge.  Just 
alwve  tlie  bridge  there  is  a  dam  built  probably  about  171G,  as, 

**  On  July  ist,  1 716,  John  Rodgers  of  Ma rshfield,  John  Gushing, 
Amos  Turner,  George  King,  Joseph  Barstow,*  Samuel  Barstow, 
Michael  Wantonf  and  James  Hatch,  all  of  Scituate,!  and  Joseph 
Stockbridge  of  Pembroke,  enter  into  an  agreement  in  regard  to  a 
saw-mill  that  they  are  building  in  Scituate  upon  Drinkwater  River, 
near  where  the  line  between  Scituate  and  Abington  crosses  the 
river." 

This  was  known  as  Hatch's  Mill,Dea.  James  Hatch  probably 
owning  the  largest  interest.  He  lived  on  Hanmei*'s  Hook,  on 
land  bought  by  Jeremiah  and  Walter  Hatch  of'  John  Hanmer 
iH^fcuT  1()80.  This  csfjito  was  sold  to  (^onicliuH  Wliit^  in  1743, 
a  dcNMiTudant  of  rcrcginc  White,  the  lirnt  male  child  born  in 
Plymouth  Colony, — and  in  1850  was  occupied  by  Albert  White, 
Es(].  In  IVie  Boston  Post-Boy  and  Advertiaer  of  May  20, 
17G5,  is  the  following : 

••  By  order  of  the  Oeneral  Court : 

On  Wednesdfay  the  22d  of  the  present  month  of  May,  at  4  o^clock  p.m.  at 
the  hoase  of  Mr.  Foster,  Inholder  in  Plimouth,  will  be  exposed  to  sale  by 
publick  auction,  several  tracts  of  land  in  the  County  of  Plimouth,  viz ;  one 
tnict  formerly  Inslonging  to  Jcranuifi  IltUch,  lying  ni  Haiiovur,  one  tract  on 
the  Northerly  side  of  Assonet  River  in  Middleho rough,  formerly  belonging 
to  Bcnj.  ik)otJi  &  Jsaac  Pieix^e,  jun.,  two  tracts  in  the  town  of  Rochester,  &c. 
all  which  several  tracts  were  mortgaged  to  the  Commissioners  for  the 
hundred  thousand  pounds  loan,  in  the  year  17 IG,  and  judgment  has  been 
recovered  and  possession  taken  for  the  Province/* 

In  1814  the  Hatoh  Mill,  which  for  nearly  a  century  nad  been 
used  aa  a  grist-mill  and  saw-mill,  was  bought  by  a  stock  com- 
pany wilh  a  cjipitsil  of  $20,000,  and  a  coffxm  JhvJort/  erectol. 
Among  other  ovvnci*H  wore  Nathani<'J  (yiiHliiiig,  niMujr  of  Klijah, 
who  lived  at  the  old  place  now  standing  at  Cushing's  Corner, 
Hanson,  Abishai  Stetson,  father  of  Nahiim  of  Bridge  water, 
pmminent  in  the  iron  business  for  the  past  fifty  yeare,  and 
Chas.  Josselyn,  father  of  Mrs.  Ilira  Bates  of  So.  Hanover. 
Later,  Thomas  Hobail,  who  lived  in  Hanson,  near  East  Bridge- 
water,  had  an  interest.     They  made  connnon  cotton  sheeting 


*  He  waa  afterwards  aeeociated  with  Benj.  Stetson, 
t  Son  of  Edward,  see  Delano  and  Foster  Yards. 
X  Part  of  which  is  now  Hanover. 
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and  shirting.  The  people  in  the  town  and  in  the  townn 
of  Hanover,  Pembroke  and  Marshfield,  had  private  looma,  and 
used  to  weave,  obtaining  the  cotton  yam  from  the  factory.  The 
small  amount  of  money  received  for  weaving  was  the  principal  in- 
come of  the  women  of  ITansonand  itsvicinity.  The  work  was  done 
by  the  families  of  the  liest  ])oopIc,  and  the  daughtc'^s  were  not 
too  proud  to  toil  day  by  day  and  earn  the  pennies  that  fonned 
the  nucleus,  in  some  cases,  of  independent  foitunes  later.  They 
were  paid  so  much  per  yard  for  the  work.  At  Squire  Joseph 
Smith's*  they  had  two  or  three  looms  and  his  daughters  wove 
after  his  death.  At  Gad  Hitchcock's  they  had  two  looms.  TTie 
MoHH.  Oazeite  and  JioHton  jVi*iM-fe//€fi',  Boston,  April  11,  (1765) 
states  that : 

"The  Rev.  Mr.  Gad  Hitchcock,  of  Pembroke, is  chosen  by  the  Anoieot 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  to  preach  the  Sermon  at  the  Anniyersary 
of  the  Election  of  Officers  for  that  Ck)mpany  on  the  first  Monday  in  June 
next" 

At  Isiuic  Bowcn  Bowkor's,  father  of  Dr.  Bowcn  Bowkor, 
there  was  one  loom.  Noah  lionnoy's  family  also  wove.  The 
Company  ceased  giving  out  work  after  a  time  and  put  a  power 
loom  into  the  factory.  They  also  owned  a  store  and  a  lK)arding 
house,  which  wei*e  run  in  connection  with  their  business. 
Nahum  Stetson  was  in  the  store  when  about  nineteen  years  old, 
and  went  fi*om  there  to  Lazelle,  Perkins  &  Co.,  where  he  has 
l>een  nearly  ever  since.  Ethan  Allen  Stetson,  (brother  of 
Nahum),  Isaiah  Perry  and  his  brother,  E.  Y.  Perry,  Esq.,  were 
clerks  afterward — think  Isaiah  Perry  wiis  owner  at  one  time. 
Business  wa^  can'icd  on  at  this  stxne  until  the  fire  of  18«)2.  The 
superintendents  of  the  factory  at  diHercnt  times  were  Job 
Luther,  Luther  Faxon,  L.  B.  Hatch,  A.  AI.  llobart  and  others. 
The  business  gradually  decreased  and  but  little  was  done  after 
1830,  owing  to  the  competition  of  the  larger  factories  at  Fall 
River,  Lawrence,  Manchester,  and  other  places.  During  the 
panic  of  1837,  business  at  Ilobart's  tack-factory  in  Hanson 
l)ecamo  very  dull,  and  Ezni  Phillips,  avIio  had  been  working 
there,  hired  room  and  power  in  tlio  cotton  mill,  and  during  the 
winter  of  1837-38  manufactured  shoe-pegs.  Ljiter  in  1838 
Cobb  &  Cushing  occupied  the  building  as  a  saw-mill,  and  the 
boarding-house  was  occupied  by  Theodore  Cobb  as  a  private 
residence.  In  1852  the  factory,  store,  and  residence  were 
burned  to  the  ground.     Soon  after  Elijah  Cushing  erected  a 


•  Grandfather  oC  JoMph  Smith,  who  was  engineer  of  the  HanoTor  Branch  Railway. 
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wiw-niill  on  the  sjime  dam  and,  tof^cthcr  with  his  sons,  George 
and  Theodore,  curried  on  the  busiiiesH  until  tliis  mill  was  burned 
about  ton  yeai's  a«jfo.  A  few  years  a«j:<>  K.  Phillips  &  Sons 
bought  the  privilege  which  they  have  since  used  as  a  reservoir 
for  the  factoiy  below.  In  Dec.,  1888,  this  finn  bought  a  factory 
at  Brockton,  where  they  now  nin  thirty-six  tack  and  nail 
machines,  employing  thiileen  or  foui*t(».en  hands,  with  a  pros- 
p<*ct  of  increasing  the  production  this  year.  They  intend 
evrnturilly  to  move  their  Urockton  fiw.Uwy  to  the  alK)VO  j)riv- 
ileg<»,  which  is  often  spoken  of  now  as  '.reague's  JJridge  (bec^uise 
of  i(s  close  proximity  to  said  bridge),  but  if  that  site  is  found 
to  be  unde-sirable,  they  will  move  from  Brockton  to  their  works 
at  South  Hanover  instead. 

A  little  more  than  half-way  from  this  latter  privilege  to  that 
of  Stets<m's  at  King  St.,  there  flows  into  Drinkwater  River, 
Tokrey's  liiioOK,  a  small  stream  rising  in  the  woods  back  of  the 
Cemetery  at  ("enire  Hanover,  and  flowing  across  Main,  Hanover, 
Grove,  Myitle  and  Winter  streets  into  the  river. 

About  seventy  rods  east  of  King  St.  on  the  Drinkwater  River 
there  formerly  stood  a  fulling-mill,  improved  many  years  ago 
by  Bailey  Hatch,  and  others.  About  the  middle  of  the  eight- 
teenth  century,  Caleb  and  Robert  Barker  had  a  foundry  here. 
From  77/0  iJoston  Gazette  or  Weekly  Advertiser  for  January 
15,  1754,  the  following  is  taken  : 

**CALKn  nnd  IIoiikkt  Hakkku  in  lliinovcr:  Ctist  bolls  for  Meeting- 
Houses  and  oilier  ustes,  from  a  smaller  to  a  greater,  even  to  one  of  two  thouS' 
and  weuihl ;  cheaper  than  they  can  be  imported :  By  whom  all  persons  may 
be  supplied  on  reasonable  terms.** 

Alx)ut  1830,  Joshua  Barker,  a  descendant  of  Caleb  and 
llol»ert,  erected  an  iron  foundry  on  the  old  site,  at  which  stoves 
hollow  ware,  and  machinery  of  dillerent  kinds  were  csist.  The 
foundry  was  torn  down  a  long  time  ago  and  a  little  tack-fjictory 
wjis  built  by  Barstow  &  llussell.  This  building  is  now  gone 
and  the  vacant  site  is  owned  by  Chas.  T.  Stetson.  Just  above 
this  site,  where  King  St.  crosses  the  river,  is  a  dam  with  a 
large  water  privilege  and  buildings  now  known  as  Stetson's 
Machine  Works. 

Al)out  1710,"Migiiill's  Works,"  or  the  **  DmNKWAXEU  Iron 
Works,  '  were  erected  here  by  one  Mighill,  probably  a  son  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Mighill,  who  was  settled  over  the  South  or  Second 
Society  in  Scituate  in  1G84,  though  little  is  known  of  him  or 
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his  business.  Tmdition  says  tliufc  lie  iniuuinicturcd  iron  from 
l)og  ore,  which  he  dug  at  "Cricket  Hole,**  near  the  Third 
Herring  Brook,  and  in  ibhe  low  gmunds  in  the  vicinity  of  Dam 
Brook,  where  it  can  now  l>e  obtsiined  in  modcmte  quantities. 
These  works  liave  had  many  proprietors  and  tnidition  says 
again  that,  durin<^  the  Itevohition,  vAXunon  were  csist  here  and 
carried  down  to  the  oUl  fulling-mill  near  the  iron  foundry  and 
tested,  and  that  Tilson  Gould  was  killed  by  the  bursting  of  one 
of  these  guns,  the  pieces  of  which  are  said  to  l>e  still  lying  in 
the  bottom  of  the  old  funiace  pond.  About  this  time  IJianover 
was  very  prosperous  and  in  1794,  there  were  within  the  town 
of  Hanover  3  saw-mills,  0  grist-mills,  2  forges,  1  anchor  shop, 
1  fulling-mill. 

About  the  year  1816,  Chas.  and  Orrin  Josselyn,  Timothy 
Rose,  Calvin  Bates,  and  othei*s,  erected  a  forge  on  this  dam. 
Beside  the  forge  there  were  a  grist-mill,  a  saw-mill,  a  box-board 
mill  and  a  shinglo-mill,  all  owned  by  the  same  company. 
Mcs.si*s.  Bates  &  ihilmes  linally  r^nne  int/O  sole  posHcssion  of 
those  works  and  usually  employed  five  hands  in  the  forge  mak- 
ing bar  iron,  and  from  fifty  to  sixty  tons  of  anchoi's  annually. 
Edwin  Barstow  was  the  last  anchor  maker  in  town,  and  the  last 
anchors  manufactured  in  town,  only  a  few  years  ago,  were  made 
here  under  his  supervision.  The  property  is  now  owned  by 
Charles  T.  Stetson  and  run  as  a  machine  manufactuiing  shop, 
making  rubber  hose  covering,  electric  light  wires,  etc. 

At  the  head  of  this  pond  or  privilege,  which  is  the  largest  in 
town,  Longwater  Brook  forms  a  junction  with  Drinkwater 
KiVER.  Drinkwater  being  one  of  the  sources  of  North  River, 
should  be  traced  to  its  source.  It  rises  in  Weymouth,  just  over 
the  Rockland  line,  flows  across  the  north-west  comer  of  Rock- 
land into  Abington,  whci-e  it  is  known  as  French's  stream,  then 
back  through  Rockland  int^>  Hanover,  where  it  receives  Long- 
water  Brook,  the  name  Longwater  being  the  English  interpre- 
tation of  the  original  Iixlian  name  for  the  stream.  About 
eighty  rods  up  the  Longwater  stream,  where  it  crosses  Circuit 
St.,  is  Magoun's  Bridge,  fonnerly  called  Ellis'  Bridge,  built 
befoi'e  1G7().  Here  was  located  one  of  the  oldest  mills  built  in 
the  Colony,  but  which,  tradition  says,  was  burned  by  the  Indians 
durin<f  their  famous  i-aid  into  Scituate  in  1G7G.  Lon«?water 
Brook  is  one  of  the  more  co[)ious  indii*ect  tributnnes  t4)  North 
River,  and  it  attmcted  the  attention  of  the  settlers  at  a  very 
early  date.     Little  is  known  of  the  first  mill  built  there,  but 
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tradition  says  it  was  built  by  a  Mr.  Wade,  who  became  dis- 
coiiniged  when  it  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians,  and  moved  to 
New  liarapshire.  It  was  rebuilt  and  received  the  cognomen  of 
•*  Drinkwatcn* "  for  the  reason,  it  is  said,  that  no  ardent  spirits 
were  used  by  the  builders  during  its  construction.  That  a  mill 
was  built  in  this  locality  is  certam. 

''On  May  7,  1696,  Edward  Wanton,  Robert  Orchard,  John 
Rodgei*s,  Thomas  Macomber,  Timothy  White,  and  Joseph 
House  held  together  as  tenants  in  commcm  and  undivided,  a 
tnict  of  land  lying  at  and  near  a  place  called  Drinkwater,  and 
adjoining  to  a  tract  of  land  formerly  gmnted  to  Timothy 
Hatherly,  of  which  they  proceed  to  divide  the  part  that  was  on 
the  southerly  side  of  the  saw-mill,  called  Drinkwater  Mill. 
Wanton  and  Orchard  had  one  half,  and  Rodgers,  Macomber, 
White  and  House  the  other  half."  The  mill  is  not  8[)oken  of  as 
pirt  of  the  pro|>erty  divided,  but  some  of  the  land  is  mentioned 
as  lM*Jonging  to  the  mill.  On  Nov.  12,  1711,  the  remainder  of 
the  land  was  divided  and  the  first  divided  part  is  referred  to  as 
the  ''mile  of  land."  At  this  date  Wanton  appears  to  have 
become  possessor  of  Orchard's  share,  so  Wanton  had  half. 
White  had  died,  so  the  other  half  went  to  Rodgers,  Macomber, 
House,  and  White's  heirs.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the 
history  of  this  ancient  mill,  but  almost  unpardonable  neglect 
has  left  it  and  nuich  more  history  of  our  town  to  fast  fade  away 
to  tradition,  and  the  scattered  fragments  of  old  wills,  deeds, 
and  other  papers,  that  occasionally  come  to  light,  are  all  we 
have  in  many  instances. 

Beaver  Dam  Brook  rises  east  of  Plain  St.,  which  it  crosses. 
It  also  crosses  Hanover  St.  and  enters  Longwater  Brook  a 
little  way  above  the  old  mill. 

The  next  tribuUiry  to  the  Longwater  stream  is  the  Studlry 
Mill  Brook,  which  has  two  soui*ces,  one  rising  in  the  north 
part  of  Rockland,  just  on  the  Hingham  line,  and  the  other  in 
the  exti'eme  north-west  part  of  Hanover.  This  brook  flows 
south-east  and  where  it  crosses  Pleasant  St.  near  the  West 
Hiuiover  Rjiilway  stsition,  there  is  a  mill.  The  first  mill  erected 
here,  of  which  we  have  any  account,  was  improved  by  Eliab 
Studley  about  1730.  It  was  known  as  "  Elihab's  Mill."  Barry 
says,  **  He  was  a  noted  tavern-keeper,  his  house  being  a  favorite 
place  of  public  resort."  The  following  is  taken  from  The 
Boston  Gazette  and  Country  Journal : 


26     Absalom's  rock  and  the  **  money  hole.'' 

**  Monday  Inst,  (June  IG,  17G6),  Mr.  Eliab  Studley  of  Uanovor  was 
killed  by  a  Flash  of  Lightning.** 

Another  paper  says  : 

"  We  hear  from  Hanover  that  on  the  16th,  Ult.  ( Jnly,  1760),  as  Mr.  Studelv 
and  his  Son  were  returning  from  his  Wood  Lot  with  a  Can  Load  of  Wood, 
a  Thunder  Storm  came  on,  and  his  Son  taking  a  Tree  for  Slieltor :  was 
instantly  struck  Dead  by  a  Flash  of  Lightning.—  The  Mass.  OazeUe  4t  Boston 
News  Letter. 

Later  the  site  was  occupied  by  Nahum  Stetson  as  a  shingle 
mill  and  known  as  Stetson's  Mill.  It  is  now  owned  by  Lot 
Phillips,  but  is  often  called  ''  Studley's  Mill."  The  brook  for 
a  little  way  foUows  Hanover  St.,  which  it  crosses  Itelow  the 
extensive  establishment  of  Lot  Phillips  &  Co.,  (of  which  finn 
E.  Y.  Perry,  Esq.  and  Albeit  Culver  are  the  Co.),  and  enters 
Longwater  Brook  a  few  rods  north  of  where  the  railroad  crosses 
it.  The  above  establishment,  located  near  a  branch  of  North 
River  deserves  especial  not  ice  its  beinjif  one  of  the  larjji^ost  in  town. 
Tiicir  bnii(lin<!;H  are  extensive,  inciiidin<i^  u  saw-initl,  ^rist-inill 
and  box-factory.  About  thirty-five  men  are  eniph»yed  here. 
The  amount  of  biisincHH  <lone  is  1/)0,000  l>oxes  made  annually, 
1,250,000  feet  of  lumber  cut  into  boards,  and  the  grist-mill 
grinds  200,000  bushels  of  grain  annually. 

The  next  tributary  to  Longwater  Brook  is  Bailey's  Brook, 
which  flows  into  it  about  fifty  rods  south  of  Cedar  St.  Bailey's 
Brook  rises  cast  of  Main  St.  on  a  line  with  J.  Brooks's  Mill, 
and  (lows  S(m11i,  crossing  \rain  St.,  and  receiving  Sli^l^^on's 
Brook  just  before  crossing  Ccnbir  St.  Stetson's  Bkook  rises 
in  Hell  Swam|),  east  of  the  old  highway,  and  flows  south  across 
Union  St.,  then  west  across  Main  St.,  then  north-west  across 
Cedar  St.  and  into  Bailey's  Brook.  Following  up  the  Long- 
water  stream  about  three  hundred  rods  from  where  Bailey's 
Brook  enters  it,  we  find  another  tributary  which  has  its  rise  in 
Norwell  and  flows  south.  About  sixty  rods  below  where  it 
crosses  Webster  St.,  at  the  foot  of  the  pon<l,  is  the  site  of  an 
old  mill.  This  is  a  historic  locsdity.  The  first  mill  there  was 
erected  as  early  as  1723.  The  third  was  erected  by  Deacon  John 
Brooks  in  1851.  Here  he  sawed  from  80,000  to  100,000 
feet  of  inch  and  half-inch  pine  boards  annually,  besides  pine 
and  oak  ])lank,  joist  and  timber.  The  mill  which  stood  in  the 
woods  near  the  ilathcrly  line  has  passed  from  view.  The  dtun 
is  still  there,  but  the  pond  is  growing  up  with  birches.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  romantic  spots  in  Hanover.     A  large  rock  near 
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hero,  the  largest  in  town,  called  Ahsalom^a  Rock^  was  occupied 
for  a  time  as  a  dwcllin<^  by  a  hemiit,  a  fissure  in  the  rock  form- 
ing protection.  Near  tlie  site  of  the  old  mill  is  also  the  "^  Money 
Iwle^  where,  years  ago,  men,  in  the  darkness  of  night,  dug  for 
Copt.  Kidd's  treasures.  About  half  a  mile  west  of  this  old 
mill  site,  and  on  the  Longwater  stream,  is  another.  Brooks 
Mill,  built  originally  by  Joseph  Brooks  in  1820,  and  occupied 
as  a  gnst-mill  until  1833,  then  as  a  shingle-mill.  It  was  here 
that  David  Prouty  polished  the  fin^t  caM  iron  plouglis  ever 
iiuide^  ho  btMiig  the  inventor.*  Two  mills  have  been  burned  on 
tills  spot  within  a  dozen  years.  Albert  G.  Mann  owns  and. 
occupies  the  present  mill,  which  he  runs  as  a  saw-mill. 

Following  the  stream  up,  an  old  grist-mill  used  to  stand, 
where  it  crosses  the  junction  of  Webster  and  North  sts.  It 
was  built  by  Benj.  Mann,  probably  about  17()5  and  was  an  old- 
fashioned  mill  with  a  groat  water-whoci,  rccjuiring  an  immense 
quantity  of  watc^r  to  turn  it.  Later  it  wsis  owned  by  his  son 
Caleb  Mann.  The  privilege  is  now  owned  by  Albeit  G.  Mann, 
great-grand-son  of  Benj.,  and  used  by  him  as  a  reservoir  for  his 
sawmill  farther  down.  Following  up  Longwater  Brook,  we- 
find  a  small  tributary,  the  last,  a  few  rods  above  the  mill.  From 
here  it  flows  from  a  northwesterly  direction,  where  we  find  its 
source  in  the  woods  near  the  Rockland  line.  Thus  we  have 
come  to  the  hist  source  of  North  Kiver,  and  now  we  will  go 
back  to  the  river  itself. 


*  See  Barry*!  History  of  Hanorer. 


CHAPTER  11. 


NORTH  RIVER— (continued). 


ITS  BRIDGES  AND  FERRIES,  AND  THE  INDUSTRIES  THAT  HAVE 
BEEN  LOOATED  ON  ITS  LOWER  TRIBUTARIES;  ALSO,  VESSELS 
BUILT  UPON  ITS  BANKS  IN  EARLY  TIMES  AT  YARDS  UNKNOWN. 


THERE  is  little  to  record  of  interest  relative  to  that  part  of 
Noith  River  between  the  "Crotch/*  so  called,  and  Bar- 
stow's  Bridge,  the  abutments  of  which  can  now  be  seen  less 
than  50  feet  above  North  River  Bridge.  In  the  Colony  Records 
the  following  entry  is  made  under  date  of  1656  : 

"  William  Barstow  of  Scitiinte  covenanted  to  make  a  good  and 
sufiicicnt  bridge  for  horse  and  fool  over  the  North  River,  a  little 
above  the  Third  Herring  Brooke,  at  a  place  called  ^  Stoney  Reacho/ 
and  to  lay  out  and  clear  the  way  towards  the  bay  as  far  as  Hugh's 
cross  brooke  ;  to  receive  X*i2  in  current  country  pay." 

Prior  to  this  time  the  river  was  crossed  at  Luddam's  Ford. 
William  Barstow  also  received  £20  for  keeping  the  said  bridge 
in  repair  from  1662  to  1682.  This  latter  year  the  Colony  Court 
ordered  a  cai-t  bridge  to  be  built  over  Noith  River,  at  Barstow's 
BuiiKJK,  at  the  cxponso  of  thrco  towns:  K<:ilim(>o  to  ]>ay  £10; 
Duxbury  £5  ;  Marshfieid  £5.  Barstow's  Bridge  was  used  until 
1829,  when  North  River  Bridge  was  constructed.  The  road 
over  Bai-stow's  Bridge  became  the  old  Turnpike  Road  from 
Boston  to  Plymouth,  and  thousands  of  times  have  the  old  stages, 
loaded  with  passengers  and  freight,  dashed  down  the  hill,  over 
the  bridge,  and  up  the  other  Hi<lc,  the  horses  leaping  ahnost  out 
of  their  traces  as  they  Bynid  up  to  the  Quaker  Meeting-house 
Shoals. 


OLD   STAGE   LINE.  2& 

Quaker  Meetino-house  Shoals  were  so  Darned  by  Ichabod 
Startevant,  Jr. ,  because  the  territory  was  so  bleak  and  cold  ia 
winter.  It  included  the  space  between  Brick-kiln  Lane  on  the 
Old  Turnpike  Itoad  to  Plymouth  and  John  Stetson's  gateway, 
just  below  and  opposite  the  present  Quaker  Church.  Stages 
running  between  Boston  and  Plymouth  went  over  these  shoals 
on  their  way  to  Boston  at  10  a.m.  and  4  p.m.,  and  to  Plymouth 
9  and  11  a.m.  The  drivel's  used  to  say  it  was  the  "coldest 
place  they  struck  "  l>etween  Boston  and  Plymouth.  Ilol)ei*t  B. 
Tlioni:us\s  Farmers'  Almaiuic  for  .180(!  says : 

"  riymouth  mail  stage  sots  off  from  Dag^ett^s  Inn  (late  King^s  Inn,  Mar- 
ket Square,  Boston,)  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  at  ^ye  in  the  morning,  and 
arriycs  there  at  five  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  (through  Hin^ham 
and  Hanover^ ;  leaves  Plymouth  evei*y  Monday  and  Thursday  at  five  m  the 
morning,  arriving  in  Boston  at  seven  m  the  evenings  of  the  same  days.^ 

Jn  182J)  the  lto:ul  Conmiissioners  for  the  County  agreed  to- 
assess  the  County  for  one-<iuurter  of  the  expense  of  a  stone 
bridge,  which  was  erected  just  below  the  old  Barstow  Bridge, 
and  has  since  been  known  as  the  North  Uiver  Bridge.  The 
middle  pier  of  this  bridge  was  taken  entirely  from  one  rock 
that  used  to  form  a  part  of  the  wall  in  the  field  just  below  the 
present  residence  of  E.  Q.  Sylvester.  About  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago  North  Iliver  Bridge  was  rebuilt  and  nused,  and  the 
hills  on  each  side  cut  down  to  a  more  even  grade.     In  1699, 

**  The  town  ordered  that  the  undivided  land  lying  between  the- 
Country  Road  and  Daniel  Turner's,  and  the  Barstow's  land  and  the 
North  River,  should  lie  common  for  the  town's  use." 

This  was  probably  at  North  River  Bridge,  and  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  if  the  town  ever  conveyed  or  deeded  it 
away.  The  tide  rises  three  feet  at  North  River  Bridge.  The 
distance  from  the  bridge  to  the  sea  in  an  air  line  is  not  over 
seven  or  eight  miles,  but  by  tlie  river  it  is  fully  eighteen  miles. 

The  first  tributary  to  the  North  River  below  North  River 
Bridge  is  the  Third  Herring  Brook,  near  the  mouth  of  which 
is  a  foot  bridge,  known  for  probably  over  one  hundred  years  as 
the  Rainbow  Bridge,  and  used  by  the  ship  carpenters  to  reach 
the  Hanover  and  Fox  Ilill  Yards.  The  Third  Herring  Brook 
is  alK)ut  five  miles  long,  and  forms  the  boundary  line  between 
Norwell  and  Hanover.  It  rises  in  Valley  Swamp,  near  Hing- 
ham,  and  flows  in  a  southeasterly  direction.  Its  first  tributary 
is  the  AssiNiPPi  or  ''Rocky  Water"  stream.  Alewives  origi- 
nally ascended  the  Third  Herring  BrooK  to  Valley  Swamp.    la 
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1829  thoro  wcro  on  tliis  strcnm  three  grist  millH,  tIii*co8aw  mills, 
and  one  shingle  mill.  Jurst  l)eh)\v  the  Assini])pi  stream  on  the 
Hen'ing  Brook  iire  Jacohs'  Mills.  These  mills  have  hoen  in 
the  Jacobs  family  over  a  century  and  a  half.  Joshua  Jacobs, 
born  in  1702,  and  his  brother,  Dr.  Joseph,  born  in  1707,  were 
early  propriet<n*s  of  the  saw  and  grist  mills  onM-lod  here.  These 
mills  are  now  owned  by  Benjamin,  Barton,  and  Charles  Jacobs, 
and  are  the  oldest  in  the  vicinity.  In  the  Boston  Evening  Post^ 
under  date  of  March  30,  1772,  there  appears  the  following : 

*'  Married,  at  Newport,  Mr.  James  Jacobs,  of  Scituate,  in  this  Province, 
to  Miss  Deborah  Richmond,  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  Perez  Richmond,  of 
Dartmontli.*' 

About  1830  there  was  an  extensive  manufacture  of  bricks  on 
the  south  side  of  Jacobs'  mill  pond  by  the  families  of  Jacobs 
and  Collamore.  Below  the  old  pond  at  Winslow's  Bridge 
beavers  built  dams  many  yeai-s  ago ;  also  at  Valley  Swamp, 
and  a  half  mile  west  of  the  old  Nathaniel  Brooks  place.  Gush- 
ing Hill  is  a  half  mile  east  of  Jacobs'  Mill.  Capt.  Jacobs' 
cartway^  so  called,  in  1720  was  over  Beaver  Dam  at  Valley 
Swamp,  Rocky  Swamp  is  located  south  of  the  Herring  Brook, 
below  Jacobs'  Mills. 

The  next  mills  we  come  to  on  the  Herring  Brook  are  John 

Clapp'a^  located  at  the  foot  of  the  pond,  just  above  Mill  street. 

Xiarge  quantities  of  lumber  have  been  sawed  here  for  the  tnmk 

;and  box  factories  of  Hanover  and  Scituate.     John  Cla[)p,  son 

of  the  above  John,  now  owns  the  mill. 

T.  J.  Gardner's  saw  and  grist  mills  are  located  on  the  Third 
Herring  Brook,  not  far  l>elow  the  Clapp  Mill.  Long  and  slioit 
boards  are  sawed  here  now.  This  site  has  been  used  a  great 
many  years  for  mill  purposes.  Tradition  says  that  Benjamin 
Curtis,  who  was  born  in  1667,  built  the  Curtis  Mills  near  the 
site  of  the  present  mills.  After  the  Curtises,  T.  J.  Gardner, 
who  married  into  the  Curtis  family,  own(»d  those  mills  until 
they  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  [)resent  owner,  Sanmel  H. 
Church,  late  one  of  Hanover's  selectmen.  He  married  Mr. 
Gardner's  daughter.  Barry  says  "  the  bridge  between  Curtis' 
.and  Clapp's  Mills,  over  Third  Herring  Brook,  was  built  as  early 
as  1690." 

We  next  come  to  the  south  bi*anch  of  the  Third  Herring 
Brook.  This  is  Hugh's  Cross,  or  Silver  Brook,  which  rises 
in  the  woods  east  of  Grove  street,  Centre  Hanover,  flows  across 
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Main  sti-cot,  northwest  of  the  Cemetery,  then  running  parallel 
with  Silver  street,  it  cresses  Washington  street,  near  the  resi- 
dence of  the  late  John  Cuili.s,  a  little  way  above  which  it  t'lkes 
a  sudden  turn  and  ilows  east  into  the  Herring  lirook.  There  is 
but  one  mill  on  Hugh's  Cross  Brook.  Deane  refers  to  a  new 
sawmill,  in  1G78,  above  ''Old  Pond  at  Curtis'.'*  What  mill 
this  refers  to  is  not  clear,  but  it  was  probably  the  Benjamin 
Curtis  MUlj  on  the  Tliird  Herring  Brook.  Church's  Hill,  on 
the  Plymouth  Road  in  Hanover,  is  a  half  mile  west  of  Hugh's 
Cross  Ikook. 

Hon.  Jedediah  Dwelley,  who  has  been  one  of  Hanover's 
selectmen  for  over  thirty  years,  and  who  is  to-day  the  most 
valuable  man  to  the  town  of  all  her  inhabitants,  writes  as 
follows : 

*^  Curtis'  Mill,  on  Hugh's  Cross  Brook,  was  an  old  mill  when  I 
was  a  boy,  and  cither  fell  or  was  torn  down  thirty  years  or  more 
ago." 

The  dam  is  In  a  fair  state  of  pi*eservation  ;  the  site  of  the  old 
pond  is  now  grown  with  vegetation.  The  property  belongs  to 
the  estate  of  the  late  John  Curtis.  Thomas  Tindale,  of  South 
Hanover,  has  recently  completed  an  extensive  cranberry  bog  at 
the  head  of  the  pond. 

Returaing  to  the  Tliird  Herring  Brook,  we  come  next  to  a  trib- 
utary from  Noi'well,  Margarets^  so  called,  or  Wildcat  Brook, 
sometimes  called  SLAn  Buooic  or  Sunki«:n  Jah}  Buook.  Thero 
was  a  grist  mill  on  this  brook  in  1829,  which  was  built  about 
1795  by  Elijah  Turner;  but  since  the  death  of  his  son,  Elijah 
Bailey  Turner,  it  has  not  been  used.  The  original  name  of  this 
brook  was  Margaret's  Brook,  so  namc<l  for  Margaret  Prouty, 
who  lived  to  a  great  age  and  died  unnnirried.  She  Wiis  a 
daughter  of  Richard,  who  was  in  Scituato  in  1G70,  and  sister 
of  Edward,  who  bad  a  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  brook. 
Margaret's  BiX)ok  rises  in  a  swamp  between  Otis  and  Simon 
Hills,  Scituate,  and  flows  into  the  Third  Hen*ing  Brook  not  far 
from  the  Old  Indian  Trail.  The  next  point  of  interest  on  the 
Third  Herring  Brook  is  the  site  of  otie  of  the  first  saw  mUls  in 
(lie  Colony^  located  at  the  Old  Indian  Path,  foot  of  the  Oli> 
PoNU  and  Old  Pond  SwAm%  which  is  said  to  have  l)een  a  large 
reservoir  for  this  mill,  and  which  is  now  covered  with  a  heavy 
growth  of  timber.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Colony 
Records: 
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SAW   MILL  REGULATIONS   OP   THE   YEAR    1656. 

**  At  a  full  town  meeting  of  the  town  of  Scituate,  Nov.  lo,  1656, 
free  liberty  was  this  day  granted  to  any  man  or  men  of  the  town  to 
set  up  a  saw  mill  upon  the  third  herring  brook,  as  near  the  North 
River  as  conveniently  it  may  be,  on  these  conditions,  viz. :  that  in 
case  any  of  the  townsmen  do  bring  any  timber  into  the  mill  to  be 
sawed,  the  owners  of  the  Mill  shall  saw  it,  whether  it  be  for  boards 
or  plank,  before  they  saw  any  of  their  own  timber,  and  they  are  to 
have  the  one-half  for  sawing  of  the  other  half." 

"  And  in  case  any  man  of  the  town  that  doth  not  bring  any  tim- 
ber to  the  mill  to  be  sawed  shall  want  any  boards,  for  his  own  par- 
ticular use,  the  owner  of  the  mill  shall  sell  him  boards  for  his  own 
use,  so  many  as  he  shall  need,  for  the  country  pay,  at  three  shillings 
and  six  pence  an  hundred  inch  sawn ;  but  m  aise  the  men  of  the 
town  do  not  supply  the  mill  with  timber  to  keep  it  at  work,  the  own- 
ers of  the  mill  shall  have  liberty  to  make  use  of  any  timber  upon  the 
common  to  saw  for  their  benefit.  The  said  saw  mill  to  be  built 
within  three  months  from  this  date  ;  otherwise  this  order  to  be  void. 


James  Touuky,  Toivn  Clerk, 


»» 


The  same  year  Comet  Robert  Stutson,  with  Mr.  Hatherly 
and  Joseph  Tilden,  built  a  saw  mill  on  the  ul>ove  site  and  flowed 
a  large  tract  of  land,  since  called  the  **  Old  Pond  Swamp."  This 
mill  was  burned  by  the  Indians  in  1676,  on  their  mid  into  Scit- 
uate during  Kin^  Phillip's  War.  The  dam  still  remains.  James 
T.  Tolman  and  his  brother  Samuel  have  pieces  of  the  chaiTed 
wood  of  the  old  mill  carefully  preserved.  Winslow's  Bridge, 
so  named  for  Nathaniel  Winslow,  who  n^sidc^d  there  as  early  as 
1750,  is  about  four  rods  ludow  the  site  of  the  old  mill.  It  was 
called  Winslow's  Bridge  in  the  records  as  cMirly  as  176.'>.  A 
few  rods  below  Winslow's  Bridge  is  located  Tolman's  Tack 
Factory,  now  fast^oing  to  decay,  though  the  machinery  inside 
was  recently  in  good  condition.  This  factory  was  built  in  1837 
by  Col.  Samuel  Tolman.  It  is  now  owned  by  his  sons,  Samuel 
and  James  T.,  and  has  been  used  as  a  tack  factory  ever  since  it 
was  erected.  Colonel  Tolman  also  built  a  box-I)oard  and  shin- 
gle mill  on  the  Hanover  side  of  the  stream,  which  was  burned 
several  years  ago.  Next  below  the  Tolman  mills  and  factory 
is  a  saw  miU^  now  owned  by  Charles  Simmons  of  Norwell.  It 
may  have  been  the  mill  site  of  the  original  Jonah's  Mill,  and 
was  owned  and  mn  twenty-five  years  ago  by  Pratt  &|Laphamc. 
The  Tiffany  Pond,  which  has  been  a  favorite  resort  for  the 
young  of  many  genenitions  in  the  winter  time,  for  skating,  is 
next  below.     This  pond  was  named  for  Recompense  Tiflany, 
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who,  however,  was  not  the  first  owner  of  the  proiiei'ty.  The 
first  building  erected  licre  wsis  a  grist  mill  by  Charles  Stock- 
bridge,  gnindfjither  of  David  St^wkbridge,  of  Hanover.* 
CiiMJKi'rr  lIoLK,  BO  c4dlrd  in  KJIO,  from  wliidi  bog  iron  ore  was 
obtained  for  MighilTs  and  Bardin's  iron  works,  is  a  short  dis- 
tance west  of  Tiflany's.  In  1G73  the  Town's  Committee  of 
Lands  oflTered  a  premium  of  "  30  acres  of  land  to  any  person 
who,  within  six  months,  should  erect  a  gi-ist  mill  on  the  Third 
Hen-ing  Brook,  and  engage  and  tend  the  mill  for  fourteen 
yeai's."  Cliarlcs  Sl<>ckbi'idge  acc4»p<ed  tlio  [)ro|)osals,  and 
erected  his  mill  in  1()74.  The  property  descended  to  his 
sons,  Charles  and  Thomsis,  and  in  lii\)2  Thomas  sold  one  half 
of  the  mill  to  John  Bryant  jind  Samuel  Stetson.  In  1729 
Thomas's  son  Thomas  sold  **  one  quarter  of  the  saw  mill  "  to 
Jonah  Stetson,  Samuel  Stetson  having  sold  one^uarter  of  the 
** corn  mill  "  to  the  said  Jonah  Stetson  in  172(>.  It  was  then 
called  Jonah's  Mill,  which  name  it  was  known  by  until  it 
i'occ^ive<l  the  cognomen  TiJ/ant/.  Tack  works  were  erected 
about  1830,  near  the  site  of  these  mills,  and  the  business  of 
manufacturing  tacks  carried  on  by  Capt.  Zephaniah  Talbot  and 
by  John  and  William  Salmond,  brothers  of  Samuel  and  sons  of 
Robert.  John  Tower,  when  about  eight  years  old,  fell  through 
the  floor  of  this  mill  while  it  was  building,  and  hung  on  one  of 
the  sills,  and  over  the  rocks,  until  he  wns  rescued  by  his  brother 
David.  In  1838  Samuel  Salmond, f  who  had  spent  the  earlier 
part  of  his  life  in  Maine,  in  the  South,  and  in  Cuba,  settled 
IK^iinaneiitly  in  Hanover,  and  engaged  in  the  tack  business  at 
the  Tiflany  factory.  Here  he  employed  fifteen  male  and  five 
female  hands,  and  run  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  macliines, 
using  about  sixty  tons  of  tack  plates  per  year.  In  May^  1859, 
Samuel  Salmond  took  into  partnership  his  son-in-law,  Edmund 
Q.  Sylvester,  and  did  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Samuel 
Ssdmoiid  &  Son.  Aliout  a  month  after  Mr.  Sy]vest<;r  entered 
the  firm  Mr.  Salmond  died,  and  Mr.  Sylvester  has  since  canned 
on  the  business  alone,  under  the  s:une  firm  name.  He  now 
nms  twenty-six  tsick  machines,  employs  sixteen  male  and  five 
female  hands,  and  uses  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  to  two 
hundred  tons  of  iron  per  year.  In  the  spring  of  1884  he  put 
in  a  high  i)ressure  thirty  horse-power  steam  engine.  In  188G, 
the  flume  and  a  portion  of  the  hill  beyond  were  carried  away  by 


*  See  HanoTer  Miaoellaneous  Yards. 

t  See  Bridge  and  Smith  chapters  for  descendants. 
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a  freshet,  but  the  factory  was  soon  in  running  order  again. 
Mr.  Sylvester  has  managed  the  business  very  successfully,  and 
has  a  ^Yge  New  York  tiude.  About  forty  rods  below  the 
Tiffany,  CSiarles  Stockbridge  commenced  a  dam,  the  remains  of 
which  can  be  seen  at  the  present  day.  Quite  a  little  distance 
below  the  Tiffany  factory  we  come  to  the  bridge  over  the  Third 
Herring  Brook,  which  connects  Norwell  with  Hanover,  near 
the  residence  of  Capt.  Elijah  Barstow.  The  old  John  Pauier 
Loo  Bridge  was  just  below  the  present  bridge,  and  was  so 
named  for  John  Palmer,  supposed  to  be  tlie  same  who  came 
with  tlie  first  settlers  of  Ilingham  in  1635.  His  house-lot  was 
near  the  junction  of  the  roads  southeast  of  Church  Hill.  He  left 
several  descendants  in  Hanover  and  Scituate,  but  few,  if  any,  of 
the  male  issue  of  his  family  are  now  left  in  this  region.  In 
1660  John  Palmer  covenanted  with  John  Bryant  and  Humphrey 
Johnson,  town  agents,  to  build  a  log- way  and  bridge,  and  cover 
it  with  gravel,  ''from  fiim  upland  to  firm  upland,''  A  stone 
bridge  was  built  here,  by  vote  of  the  town,  in  183.*).  It  was 
re-built  by  So.  Scituate  and  Hanover  after  the  freshet  of  188(>, 
but  the  oi)ening  for  the  brook  is  not  yet  large  enough,  tis  the 
heavy  freshet  of  1888  forced  the  water  over  the  bridge  across 
the  road.  The  Herring  Brook  flows  from  this  point  through 
fresh  meadow  land  until  it  reaches  the  North  River,  receiving 
only  one  stream,  the  Copeland  Tannery  Brook.  The  old 
Tannery  was  located  about  thirty  to  forty  rods  southeast  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Smelts  in  large  numbers  ascend  the  Her- 
ring Brook,  as  far  as  the  bridge,  in  the  spring  of  the  year. 

The  next  tribulmy  to  North  River  below  the  Tliinl  Ht^rring 
Brook  is  a  small  brooklet  from  Scabury's  woods.  The  next 
below  is  Robinson's  Creek,  later  known  as  Sghooset  Creek, 
which  flows  into  the  river  from  the  Pembroke  side,  just  below  the 
brick-kilns.  The  Two  Mile  Buook,  or  Fulling  Mill  Creek, 
flows  into  the  river  from  Marshfield,  east  of  and  opposite  the 
Bald  Hills.  A  Hinall  nireamy  which  formed  the  boundary  of  tli(^ 
Comet  Stetson  gmnt  on  the  noilh  and  of  the  lhunplux)y  Johnson 
on  the  south,  is  next  l>elow.  Joseph  Tolman  had  a  saw  mill  on 
this  stream  about  thirty  years  ago.  The  next  tributary  comes 
into  the  liver  from  Norwell,  opposite  and  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  above  Gravelly  Beach.  This  stream  was  oilled  Till's 
Creek  as  early  as  1040,  but  later  was  named  Dwklley's  Creek, 
after  Richard  Dwclley,  who  owned  meadow  land  there,  and  died 
in  1692.     The  little  stream  that  crosses  the  road  in  Norwell, 
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near  Torrey's  tinink  fnctory,  is  called  TVanton  Brook,  and  the 
old  folks  used  to  think  that  witches  danced  on  its  banks  at  mid* 
night.  Mr.  Cudwoith  unco  heard  a  horse  ininning  behind  him 
nc:ir  this  brook,  but  never  discovered  the  horse. 

In  1785  a  subscription  was  raised  to  build  a  bridge  across  the 
NoiUi  River,  near  John  Stetson's  (the  ancient  Wanton)  place. 
The  town  chose  a  committee  to  consult  with  the  subscribers,  and 
to  learn  what  kind  of  a  bridge  was  proposed,  and  how  to  be  kept 
in  rc[)air.  Tlui  town  then  voted  their  consent,  on  condition 
that  a  sulHcient  draw  be  kept.  The  project  failed.  It  was 
revived  in  1827,  but  again  failed,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  there 
will  be  a  bridge  tliere  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  Second  Herring  Brook  is  the  next  tributary  to  the 
river,  and,  flowing  from  Norwell,  enters  at  a  point  just  below 
the  old  Cliittcnden  yard.  The  Second  Herring  Brook  is  formed 
by  numerous  little  brooklets  that  rise  in  Ridge  Hill  Swamp, 
Dead  Swamp,  and  Black  Pond.  Herring  ascended  this  brook 
to  Black  Pond  until  repelled  by  the  mill-dams.  Smelts  now 
ascend  as  far  as  they  can  each  year  about  the  latter  part  of 
March.  There  used  to  be  beaver  dams  on  this  brook,  south  of 
Dead  Swamp.  The  bridge  over  the  north  branch  of  the  Her- 
ring Brook,  above  Dead  Swamp,  was  named  many  years  ago 
BuMPAs'  BuiDOR.  CiiAMnRULAiN  Plain  is  northciist  of  Beaver 
Dam  or  Do:id  Swamp.  Walnut  Hill  is  west  of  Beaver  Dam, 
on  tlio  Second  Herring  Brook.  Sriaicw  Swamp  is  south  of 
CoiU)W<M)i)  1  liLL  and  the  Second  Herring  Brook.  Spuing  Buook 
flows  from  the  northwest  into  the  Second  Herring  Brook.  In 
1829  there  were  on  the  Second  Herring  Brook  two  grist  mills, 
a  saw  mill,  and  a  shingle  mill.  A  saw  mill  on  the  east  branch 
of  the  brook  was  erected  in  1831  by  S.  A.  Turner,  Esq.  On 
the  Second  Ilcmng  Brook,  about  a  half  mile  from  its  mouth, 
there  was  a  saw  mill  built  in  1(>!)0  by  John  Bryant,  a  house 
carpenter,  who  was  a  freeman  in  Scituate  in  1639,  and  had  a 
fann  ten  rods  east  of  the  mill.  Tliis  mill  was  used  as  a  grist 
mill  later.  "Bryant's  Bridge,  above  the  mill,"  Deane  says, 
^  was  not  a  cart  bridge  until  1704."  Long  after  the  above  mill 
was  built  another  grist  mill  was  built  further  up  the  stream. 
A  saw  mill  w:us  erected  there  at  a  later  day.  This  mill  was  run 
by  David  Torrey,  in  connection  with  his  steam  mill  or  trunk 
factory  on  Hiver  street,  until  his  death  in  1884.  In  1658-9  a 
foot  bridge  was  built  across  the  Second  Herring  Bi*ook,  very 
near  its  mouth.     There  was  a  bridge  there  before,  as,  in  laying 


36  oakman's  ferrt  —  union  bridge. 

out  the  path  from  the  Block-house  to  Wanton's  yard,  the  recoixls 
of  1658  speak  of  crossing  the  Second  Herring  Brook,  **  where 
the  old  bridge  did  lye.** 

There  is  a  small  brooTdet  flowing  from  Scituate  into  the  river, 
not  far  below  the  month  of  the  Second  Herring  Brook  ;  but  the 
next  point  of  interest  of  Noith  liivcr  (shipyards  excepted)  is 
Union  Bridge.  Here  was  a  public  ferry-boat  as  early  as  1644, 
when  it  was  run  by  Elisha  Bisby,  whose  house  stood  near  the 
bridge  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  where  his  son  Elisha 
kept  a  tavern  for  many  years.  Deane  says  there  was  a  town 
landing  at  this  ferry  (which  wjis  called  the  Upper  Ferry)  in 
1645.  At  this  point,  North  River  is  about  seven  to  eight  rods 
wide  at  ordinary  tide.  The  "  Upper  Feriy  *'  was  run  by  the 
Oakmans*  of  Marshfield  until  later  than  1760-70,  about  which 
time  John  Tolman  took  charge ;  and  he  was  the  last  ferryman 
before  the  bridge  was  built.  In  1799  it  was  proposed  by  the 
Town  of  Scituate  to  build  and  maintain  a  bridge  over  North 
itiver,  at  OahruiiCH  Fernj^  jointly  wilh  Marslifiehl.  Three 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars  were  niised,  but  tlie  entci^irise 
proved  a  failure  iHU'^mso  Marnliticld  n^fusod  to  tUHrr)niplish  its 
part.  In  1801  a  corporation  formed  for  the  puqaise  of  erect- 
ing a  draw-bridge,  with  tlie  privilege  of  taking  toll.  Union 
Bridge  was  built  soon  after.  The  income  kept  the  bridge  in 
repair,  and  paid  1%  interest  on  the  money  invested,  until  1850, 
when  it  was  made  a  free  bridge.  Hatch  Tilden,  brother  of 
Jotham  and  Luther  Tilden  of  Scituate,  and  son  of  Dea.  Sam- 
uel, of  Marahfield,  was  toll  collector  for  more  than  forty  yeai*s. 
His  son  Edward  built  vessels  in  Clielsea  under  the  firm  name  of 
Curtis  &  Tilden.  Hatch  Tilden  lived  in  the  house  next  the 
bridge,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  road,  in  Marshfield.  He 
married,  in  1822,  Hannah  W.,  daughter  of  Nath.  Waterman, 
who  came  into  Marshfield  about  1794.  She  was  bora  in  So. 
Scituate  April  6,  1792,  in  the  house  afterward  owned  by  Dr. 
Foster.  Mrs.  Tilden,  now  in  her  ninety-eighth  year,  still 
resides  in  the  house  by  the  bridge,  where  she  has  lived  since 
her  marriage.  Calvin  T.  Phillips,  of  So.  Hanover,  Mass;, 
in  an  article  published  in  a  recent  number  of  '^The  Grenealogical 
Journal,"  writes  as  follows  : 

"  On  page  35A,  Deane,  in  his  *  History  of  Scituate,'  states  that 
*  Samuel  Tilden  (grandson  of  Elder  Nathaniel)  settled  on  the  North 


•  See  chapter  on  North  Rlyer  Pilots. 
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River,  *****  whose  son  Samuel  was  born  i68q  (by  a  first 
wife)  ;  his  second  wife  was  Sarah  Curtis,  1694.  The  latter  Samuel 
married  Desire  Oldham,  1717,  and  his  son  Samuel  was  born  1718. 
The  latter  was  the  father  of  the  venerable  Dea.  Samuel  Tilden.' 
This  would  make  the  line  of  Samuels  as  follows : 

Samuel,  born  1660;  married  2d,  Sarah  Curtis,  1694. 
Samuel,  born  16S9;  married  Desire  Oldham,  1717* 

Samuel,  born  1718  ;  married . 

Samuel,  born  1739;   (Deacon). 

After  careful  examination  of  all  known  records,  I  can  but  think 
that  Deane  was  mistaken  in  this  line. 

As  to  Samuel,  born  1660,  I  find  no  trace  of  the  *  first  wife,'  nor 
of  any  of  her  children  ;  but  Marshfield  town  records  give  the  birth 
of  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah,  Oct.  4,  1695.  If  there  had 
been  a  Samuel,  son  of  a  first  wife,  living,  another  child  would  not 
have  received  the  same  name.  The  same  records  also  give  the  birth 
of  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  and  Desire,  Sept.  14,  17399  and  the  death 
of  *  Deacon  Samuel  Tilden,'  June,  1834,  agc<l  95,  which  agrees 
with  the  foregoing  date  of  birth  of  the  chiUI  of  Samuel  and  De- 
sire. The  record  in  the  family  Bible  of  Dr.  Calvin  Tilden  (son 
of  Dea.  Samuel)  fully  corroborates  the  above,  as  it  gives  Sam- 
uel Tilden  and  Desire  Oldham  as  the  parents  of  Deacon  Samuel, 
and  the  death  of  Samuel  (husband  of  Desire)  as  March,  1774*  aged 
78,  which  agrees  with  the  birth  date  of  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah.     I  find  no  record  of  any  Samuel  born  1718. 

I  therefore  conclude  that,  instead  of  the  line  of  four  Samuels,  as 
given  by  Deane,  there  were  but  three,  as  follows : 

Samuel,  born  1660;  married  Sarah  Curtis. 
Samuel,  born  1695  ;  married  Desire  Oldham. 
Samuel,  born  1 739 ;  (Deacon)." 

The  children  of  Dea.  Samuel  Tilden  were  as  follows :  1. 
Capt.  Samuel,  bom  17G5,  died  1844.  2.  Capt.  Jothani,  bom 
17«7,  died  1843.  3.  Charles,  born  17G8,  died  1851.  4.  Elisha, 
lK>m  1770,  died  1852.  5.  Benjamin,  born  1772,  died  1829. 
6.  Dr.  Calvin,  born  1774,  died  1832.  7.  Capt.  Luther,  born 
1777,  died  1857.  8.  Mercy,  born  1779,  died  1817.  9.  Hatch, 
bom  1781,  died  18G1.     10.  Nathan,  born  1784,  died  1856.* 

King's  Landing  is  on  the  Norwell  side  of  North  River,  below 
Union  Uridgo.  A  cart-way  loads  to  it  from  opposite  Turner 
ILitcirs. 

The  next  tributary  to  North  River,  below  Union  Bridge,  is 


^  See  Block-boiise  Yard  for  Tilden  Genealogy. 
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Stont  Brook,  which  flows  into  the  river  from  Scitunte,  and, 
though  not  a  long  stream,  at  some  points  it  is  quite  wide. 
Nearly  opposite  and  a  little  below  is  Rogers'  Brook,  which 
rises  in  Marshfield  and  flows  tilonjr  the  foot  of  Itogcrs'  Hill, 
below  the  Thomas  Nelson  place.     Next  we  come  to  Little's 

BlUDGE. 

The  river  here  is  over  nine  rods  wide,  and  gi'ows  wider 
below  the  bridge,  expanding  to  over  half  a  mile  in  width  at 
FouuTii  Clifp  Bay,  formerly  csilled  New  Haruor,  where  the 
channel  divides,  but  unites  again  a  mile  below.  Whei*e  Little's 
Bridge  is  now  located  there  was  a  ferr^  as  early  as  1637,  which 
year  two  hundred  acres  of  land  were  granted  to  Mr.  William 
Yassall,*  ^  on  condition  that  he  keepe  a  ferry  against  his  farme 
toll  Id.  for  a  man  and  4d.  for  a  beast."  This  was  then  called 
New  Harbor  Ferry  The  ferry  was  located  in  front  of  his  resi- 
dence, which  was  on  "Belle  House  Neck,"  Scituate.  In  1730 
this  ferry  was  kept  by  Caj^t.  John  Doggett,  a  descendant  of 
Thomas  Doggctt,  tiio  first  of  that  n:uuo  in  Marshfield,  who  mar- 
ried Joane,  widow  of  Thomas  Chill ingwoith,  of  Marshfield,  in 
1654.  After  Captain  Doggett  took  the  feny  it  was  called  Dog- 
gett's Ferry.  In  1755,  Capt.  John  Doggetl's  son,  Capt. 
John,  Jr.,  then  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  kept  the  ferry. 
Thomas,  the  first,  bought  in  165S)  a  fann  where  he  lived  until 
his  death  in  1GD2.  This  farm  was  a  portion  of  the  upland 
overlooking  the  mouth  of  the  Noilh  River  and  the  extensive 
view  of  the  ocean  beyond.  It  was  the  first  farm  on  the  !Marsh- 
field  side  of  the  river,  with  one  of  the  dividing  lines  starting 
opposite  the  point  where  the  North  and  South  Itivei's  entor  the 
sea.  Out  on  the  marsh  opposite  Uio  upland  there  is  an  cMusisof 
cedars,  old  and  gnarled,  called  Doggett's  Cedars,  while  beyond 
is  Doggett's  Beach  names  which  are  pei*petuated  by  old  deeds, 
and  known  to  a  few  of  the  older  inha1>itants  as  being  so  called 
for  the  family,  who  for  many  years  resided  here.  Among  the 
descendants  of  Thomas  Doggett  were  many  who  were  "  mari- 
nei*s,"  and  of  them  the  following  were  proniiuent :  Sanuu^tl 
Doggett,  named  for  his  father,  and  a  gnuulson  of  Thom:i>^,  was 
the  fii*st  of  the  family  called  "  mariner,"  and  he  began  sailing 
from  Noilh  River  about  the  year  1700.  His  homestead  was  a 
piece  of  upland  containing  thiily  acres  of  land,  together  with 
five  acres  of  marsh,  now  called  Bryant's  Pasture,  which  is 
located  near  where  the  milroad  bridge  crosses  the  river,  and 
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was  bounded  on  one  sido  by  the  river,  '*  beginning  at  ye  mouth 
of  ye  great  creek  by  ye  North  River."  lie  bou^it  two  lots  of 
land  in  Marsbfield  about  the  time  lie  purchased  his  homestead 
in  1710,  and  they  were  spoken  of  as  adjacent  to  Puddeh  Wiiaup 
Brook,  which  doubtless  suggests  the  name  of  one  of  the  Noi*th 
River  wharves.  Samuel  Doggett  was  Town  Treasurer  of  Marsh- 
field  for  several  years,  and  prominent  in  the  shipping  interests 
of  the  river  from  which  he  sailed.  lie  was  interested  in  the 
seUUunent  of  Maine,  and  combined  with  Boston  capitidists  and 
use<l  his  vessels  to  ciirry  families  there  to  settle.  Many  of 
these  were  Mai*sh field  people,  who  doubtless  sailed  for  their 
new  home  from  North  River.  The  growth  of  Boston,  and  Mr. 
Doggett's  increasing  interests  there,  led  him  to  leave  Marshfield 
in  1744  and  make  his  home  in  that  growing  commercial  centre, 
where  ho  soon  nllicrward  died.  At  the  time  of  his  death  ho 
owned  the  sloops  "Dolphin"  and  "  Swan,"  valued  at  £1100 
and  £750  respectively.  He  had  a  brother,  Ebenezer  Doggett, 
also  a  sea  captain,  living  at  one  time  in  Plymouth  and  after- 
ward in  Boston,  whose  landed  interests  in  Marshfield  often  took 
him  to  the  vicinity  of  the  North  River.  Like  his  brother 
Samuel,  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Atlantic  coast,  from 
Newfoundland  to  the  West  Indies,  to  which,  as  well  as  to  the 
intei*mediate  ports  he  often  sailed.  Capt.  Samuel  Dogo:ett  had 
a  son  Noah,  also  a  sea  capt^iin,  who  was  born  in  Marshheld  and 
removed  to  Boston  with  his  father.  Capt.  Noah  Doggett  sailed 
from  Bost<>n  to  Atlantic  and  Euro[>ean  ports  until  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  when  ho  retired  and  spent  his  declining  yeara 
in  the  town  of  Boston,  where  he  died  in  1805.  His  grandson, 
Nathaniel  B.  Dogget,  lives  in  the  mansion  house  comer  of  Mol- 
lis and  Tremont  streets,  Boston.  The  branch  of  the  Doggett 
family  who  kept  the  ferry  resided  in  Scituate,  and  their  descend- 
ants are  in  Nova  Scotia.  John  Doggett,  first  of  "Doggett's 
Ferry,"  had  a  brother  Thoiujis  Doggett,  of  Marshfield,  who 
was  a  yeoman,  but  was  also  interested  in  shipping,  as  appears 
from  the  following : 

"Jan.  12,  1732-3.  Isaac  Little  of  Pembroke  receipts  to  Thomas 
Doggett  Jr.  in  full  for  the  earnings  of  1-3  and  1-4  part  of  the  sloop 
*  Middleboro '  the  past  year,  a  fishing  voyage  and  also  what  he  was 
to  allow  for  his  berth  and  the  berth  of  Natlianiel  Stetson." 

A  toll-bridge  was  erected  at  Doggett's  Ferry  in  1825,  and 
cidled  Little's  Bridge,  from  a  family  of  that  name  who  lived 
near,  on  the  Mai*slifield  side.  This  was  made  a  free  bridge 
March  20,  1865. 


40  WM.  vassall's  oyster  bank. 

Ju.st  I)elow  Little's  Bridge,  William  Yossall  planted  some 
oystei*s  in'  1040,  making  an  oyster  hank  or  bed.  The  oldest 
man  now  living  in  the  neighl)<)rhood  does  not  remember  that 
any  oysters  were  ever  taken  from  the  river,  though  fresh- water 
clams  are  very  plenty  al<»ng  the  hanks  sis  far  up  as  Chapman's 
Landing,  in  Hanover.  The  inferontre  seems  to  be  that  the  oys- 
ter was  not  eonnnon  to  this  river  in  early  times.  The  following 
is  from  the  Colony  Records  : 

*'  1639,  December.  Licence  of  liberty  is  granted  to  Mr.  William 
Vassall  to  make  an  oyster  bank  in  the  North  River  sixty  rods  in 
length  and  across  the  said  river  in  some  convenient  place  near  his 
farm  there  calletl  the  '  West  Ncwland '  and  to  appropriate  it  to  his 
own  use  forbidding  all  others  to  use  the  same  without  his  licence." 

Mr.  Vassall  built  a  bridge  over  Rotten  Marsh  Ci"eek  l>efore 
1B3G.  William  Vassall  died  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Michael,  in 
the  Isknd  of  Barbadoes,  in  1655.*  The  following  items  rela- 
tive to  the  Vassall  family  are  taken  from  newspapers  of  early 
dates.     From  llie  Boston  Hveiiiny  Post^  Jan.  28,  1700  : 

**  On  Thursday  morning  died  Mrs.  Anne  Vassall,  the  agreeable  consort 
of  Wm.  Vassall,  Esq.  We  hear  her  funeral  will  be  attended  this  after- 
noon." 

Massachusetts  Spy,  Feb.  20,  1772  : 

**  Died,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Miller,  widow,  sister  to  Wm.  Vassall,  Esq.^ 

Massachusetts  Spy,  April  30,  1772 : 

**  Married,  Mr.  Richard  Smith,  merchant  to  Miss  Lucretia  Frances  Vas- 
sall, daughter  of  Wm.  Vassall,  Esq." 

Deane,  in  his  ''History  of  Scituate,"  says,  ''we  have  often 
regretted  that  the  town  was  not  called  after  the  name  of  Hath- 
erly."  It  certaiidy  does  seem  stnmge  that  the  inhabitants  of 
So.  Seituate  shouhl  go  so  far  out  of  tlieir  way  ils  to  name  their 
town  Norwell,  when  they. have  so  many  debts  of  honor  to  pay 
to  the  men  who  have  maile  the  town  what  it  is  l4>-ilay.  None 
are  more  prominent  among  these  than  Timothy  Ilatherly,  Wil- 
liam Vassall,  the  Cushings,  the  Otises,  the  Cudworths,  tlie 
Wantons,  the  Stetsons,  and  others,  whose  intelligence  and 
benevolence  have,  years  ago,  won  for  their  names  a  prominent 
place  in  the  town. 


•  Historical  See.  Papers,  Vol.  lY.    See  also  Deane'i  History  of  Scitoate  for  a  fall 
account  of  this  dlstioguished  man. 
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Wc  noxt  come  to  the  Railroad  Buidge,  which  is  at  the  time 
of  writing  inexcusably  witliout  a  clmw.  Tlio  next  point  of 
interest  beU)w  the  lljiilroad  Bridge  is  Will's  Island. 

The  hist  tributjiry  to  Noiili  llivcr  from  Scituate  is  the  FiiiST 
Hekring  Buook,  wliicli  rises  in  George  Moore's  Pond  and 
Swamp  (or  Town  Swamp)  and  Brusliy  Hill  Swamp,  in  the 
centnil  pa  it  of  the  town,  and  flows  into  North  River  at  New 
Harlnir  marshes.  Its  whole  length  is  scarcely  three  miles. 
Until  mills  were  erected  on  this  Herring  Brook,  alewives 
ascended  as  far  as  George  Moore's  I'ond,  and,  as  the  stream 
was  naiTow,  they  were  easily  taken  with  nets.  There  were  in 
early  times  beaver  dams  on  the  Herring  Brook  at  the  ancient 
fulling  mill.  Long  Marsh,  so  called  in  1G40,  was  on  the  First 
Herring  Brook  above  the  mills.  George  Moore's  Swamp  and 
Bridok,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Hemng  Brook,  were  so 
named  for  George  Moore,  who  came  into  Scituate  from  Ply- 
mouth, and  in  1042  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  near  Stock- 
bridge's  Mill  Pond.  His  house  Wiis  on  the  rosul  from  the  mill 
to  George  Moore's  brook  on  the  northeast  side,  and  near  the 
brook.     He  died  suddenly  in  1677.     Jury's  verdict : 

**  That  George  Moore  came  to  his  death  by  a  fainting  fit  or  a  sud- 
den stopping  of  his  breath.     Rhodolphus  Ellmes,  I^oreman.** 

George  Moore's  Bridge  was  erected  about  1663. 

Le:iving  this  locality,  and  following  the  coui'se  of  the  First 
Herring  Brook,  we  next  come  to  the  Clapp  Mills.  James  Tor- 
wy  erected  a  Clotiiinc}  Mill  here  in  1653.  His  house  stood  in 
the  Neal  Field,  ten  rods  south  of  the  gate  to  the  road  that  leads 
to  Hobart's  Landing.  Samuel  Clapp  occupied  this  mill  in  1690, 
and  many  yeara  later  his  son,  Capt.  John  Clapp,  had  a  grist 
mill  and  fulling  mill  at  the  same  si)ot.  On  the  Ilemng  Brook, 
almut  a  half  mile  below  this  site,  w:i.s  built  a  saw  mill  prior  to 
1646  by  ls:uic  Stedman,  who  w:w  in  Scituate  jis  early  Jis  1637, 
and  was  later  a  merchant  in  Boston.  He  died  in  1678.  This 
was  i)robably  the  first  saw  mill  erected  in  the  colony.  In  1646 
Issiac  Stedman  sold  his  house  (which  stood  ten  rods  south  of 
the  dam),  hmd,  and  saw  mill  to  George  Russell,  previously  of 
Hingham.  In  1656  John  Stockbridgc  *  purchjised  of  George 
llussell  one  half  the  mill  j)rivilege,  and  together  they  erecUul  a 
grist  mill.     John  left  to  his  son,  Charles  Stockbridge,  his  half 


*  The  oommoa  ancestor  of  the  Stockbrldgee,  who  located  on  the  Third  Herring  Brook 
and  in  Hanover.    See  Deane's  History  of  Scituate. 
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of  the  grist  mill  at  Scitimto,  and  CImrlo8  purcIiaHCil,  in  1GG5» 
George  Rudsell's  Imlf.  The  sons  of  Charles,  and  their  descend- 
ants, foil  heirs  to  the  propei-ty,  ^vhich  has  always  I>een  known 
as  Stogkbridge's  Mills.  There  was  a  bridge  aci*oss  the  Fii-st 
Herring  Brook  at  this  point  about  1640,  and  in  1070  the  town, 
having  obt:iined  permission  of  Charles  Stockbridgo,  v«»tod  **that 
the  common  roade  shall  pass  over  his  mill  dam.''  Lemuel  and 
Samuel  A.  Turner  began  the  manufacture  of  nails  in  their  fac- 
tory on  the  Firat  Heiring  Brook  in  1825,  and  in  1829  there 
was  one  nail  factoiy  and  one  grist  mill  in  operation  on  this 
bi-ook. 

The  First  Herring  Brook  flows  through  that  delightful  part 
of  Scituate  refeiTed  to  by  Samuel  Woodworth  in  his  poem, 
*•  The  Old  Oaken  Bucket."  Here  is  the  "deep  tangled  wild- 
wood,**  •'the  brook  and  the  meadow,"  •*the  cataract,**  •*the 
mill,**  and  not  far  from  the  mill  is  the  residence  of  Mr.  John 
Noithey,  the  old  homcstcml  of  Woodwoilh,  and  the  well  in 
which  the  '*01d  Oaken  Bucket'*  hung.  Charles  O.  Ellnis,  in 
the  South  Shore  Iferald^  in  October,  1885,  gives  two  versions 
of  the  circumstances  which  inspired  the  poem,  as  follows : 

**  When  Woodworth  was  siuing  in  his  office  one  sultry  afternoon,  feeline 
thirsty,  one  of  his  friends,  a  tailor,  went  out  and  procured  a  boUle  oi 
Falernian.  After  both  had  drunk,  '  There,'  said  the  poet,  '  that  is  the  best 
thing  I  over  drank.'  The  tailor  hung  his  head  and  said,  *  Not  so,  1  know 
one  thing  that  bea's  it.  When  I  was  a  boy  after  mowing  I  would  go  and 
draw  the  old  oaken  bucket  from  the  well  and  drink  the  cold  water.  That 
excels  this.* 

But  the  one  to  bo  relied  upon,  says  Mr.  Ellms,  is  by  his  old  friend,  Geo. 
P.  Moms,  who,  with  the  poet,  established  the  New  York  Mirror.  Morris 
^  afterwards  established  with  K.  P.  WilHs  the  Home  Journal,  and  in  the  latter 
'  "^ paper  gives  an  account  which  reads  as  follows: — '  The  Old  Oaken  Bucket 
was  written  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  1S17.  The  family  were  living  in 
tDuane  street.  The  poet  came  home  to  dinner  one  very  warm  day,  having 
I  walked  from  his  office,  somewhere  near  the  foot  of  Wall  streei.  Being 
^jL ''somewhat  heated  with  the  exercise,  he  poured  out  a  ^lass  of  water  (New 
York  pump  water)  and  dnuik  it  at  a  dnuight,  exclaiming,  as  he  phunnl  tlio 
tumbler  on  the  table:  *Tliat  is  very  rufi*oshing;  but  how  uuiirh  uu»ro 
refreshing  to  take  a  good  long  draught,  this  warm  day,  from  the  oUl  oaken 
bucket  I  left  hanging  in  my  father's  well  at  home.'  Hearing  this,  the 
poet^s  wife,  who  was  always  a  suggestive  body,  said:  *8elim,  why 
wouldn't  that  be  a  pretty  subject  for  a  poem  P'  The  poet  took  the  hint,  and 
under  the  inspiration  of  the  moment  sat  down  and  poured  forth  from  his 
yery  soul  those  beautiful  lines  which  have  immortalized  the  name  of 
Woodworth. 

'^The  poet  was  instructed  in  the  classics  by  the  Rev.  Nehemiah  Thomas  of 
Scituate,  afterwards  he  was  apprenticed  to  Benj.  Russell,  editor  of  the 
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Columbia  Sentinel,  Boston.  After  serving  his  time  he  removed  to  New 
Haven,  and  started  a  periodical  entitleo  The  Belles  Lettres  Repository. 
Then  we  find  him  in  1813  in  New  York  city,  conducting  a  paper  called  the 
War,  In  1823,  with  Geo.  P.  Morris,  he  established  the  New  York  Mirror. 
In  1827  ]ie  edits  a  paper  called  the  Parthcmi.  Among  liis  published  works 
are :  '  Beasts  at  Law  or  Zoologian  JuriAprudenee,^  *  Quailer  Day  or  the 
Horrors  of  the  First  of  May,'  and  the  *  Champions  of  Freedom.'  Besides 
the  above  works  he  contributed  poems  from  time  to  time  to  the  papers  of 
the  day,  also  dramatic  works  for  the  stage ;  one,  the  *  Forest  Rose '  has  had 
a  great  run.'' 

During  tlio  first  part  of  August,  1879,  tlioro  appoarod  the  fol- 
lowing in  the  Boston  Herald : 

**Toihe  Editor  ofthe  Herald :  Seeing  a  few  lines  in  your  issue  of  yester- 
day, stating  that '  The  Old  Oaken  Bucket '  was  produced  under  the  '  mspir- 
ation  *  of  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water,  I  am  sure  that  the  particulars  relat- 
ing to  said  '  inspiration '  will  prove  interesting  to  many  of  vour  Simday 
iiMiilcrs :  Saniu«!l  WiMMlworth,  tlio  author  ot  *  The  Ohl  Oaken  Bucket,' 
died  at  Now  York  in  1842,  aii^cd  57.  He  w:i8  a  printer,  and  served  his 
appronticeship  at  Boston,  in  the  ofTice  of  Major  llussell,  the  publisher  of  the 
CefUifUil,  Tlio  poitular  and  beautiful  ballad,  for  which  he  is  best  known, 
is  said  to  have  hacl  its  origin  under  the  following  circumstances :  He  was 
employed  in  an  ofHce  on  the  comer  of  Chestnut  and  Chambers  strests,  in 
New  York.  One  day,  with  a  knot  of  brother  typos,  he  dropped  in  at  an 
establishment  kept  by  Mallory,  on  Franklin  street,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
some  brandy  and  water,  which  Mallory  was  famous  for  keeping.  The 
liauor  was  excellent,  and  Woodworth  seemed  inspired  by  it;  for,  after 
taking  a  draught,  ho  set  his  gla8S  upon  the  table,  and  smacking  his  lips, 
declared  that  Mallory  ^s  Cfiu  ae  vicv/iis  8up<Tior  to  any  tiling  he  ever  tasted. 
'  No,'  said  a  comrade,  '  you  are  quite  mistaken :  there  was  one  thing  which, 
in  both  our  esliniations,  far  surpassed  this,  in  the  way  of  drinking.'  '  What 
was  tliatP'  asked  Wo(Nl\vor(li,  dul)iouHly.  ' 'I'iio  dmuglit  of  puro  fresh 
spring  water  that  wo  used  to  drink  from  the  old  oaken  bucket  that  hung  in 
the  well,  after  our  return  from  the  labors  of  the  field,  on  a  sultry  day  in 
summer.'  The  teardrop  glistened  for  a  moment  in  Woodworth's  eye. 
'  True !  true  !^  he  replied  and  soon  after  quitted  the  place.  He  returned  to 
tlie  office,  grasped  the  pen,  and  in  half  an  hour  '  The  Old  Oaken  Bucket,' 
one  of  the  most  delightful  compositions  in  the  Encrlish  language,  was  ready, 
in  manuscript,  to  bo  embalmed  to  the  memories  of  succeeding  genera- 
Uona— C.  H.  W^." 

Although  the  poem  is  familiar  to  every  American  it  is 
inserted  here,  being  descriptive  of  this  locality. 
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How  dear  to  this  heart  are  the  scenes  of  my  childhood, 
When  fond  recollection  presents  them  to  view, 

The  orchard,  the  meadow,  the  deep  tangled  wild  wood, 
And  every  loved  spot  which  my  infancy  knew. 
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The  wide  spreading  pond  and  the  mill  which  stood  by  it) 
The  bricfge,  and  the  rock  where  the  cataract  fell, 

The  cot  of  my  father,  the  dairy  house  nigh  it. 
And  e'en  the  rude  bucket  that  hung  in  the  well. 

The  old  oaken  bucket,  the  iron  bound  bucket. 
The  moss  covered  bucket  which  hung  in  the  well. 

The  moss  covered  bucket,  I  hail  as  a  treasure, 

For  oflen  at  noon  when  returned  from  the  field, 
I  found  it  the  source  of  an  exquisite  pleasure. 

The  purest  and  sweetest  that  nature  can  yield. 
How  ardent  I  scixcil  it  with  hands  that  were  glowing, 

And  quick  to  the  white-pebbled  bottom  it  fell, 
Then,  soon,  with  the  emblem  of  truth  overflowing. 

And  drippine  with  coolness,  it  rose  from  the  well. 
The  old  oaken  bucket,  the  iron  bound  bucket, 

The  moss  covered  bucket  arose  from  the  well. 

How  sweet  from  the  green  mossy  brim  to  receive  it. 

As  poised  on  the  curb  it  inclined  to  my  lips. 
Not  a  full  blu.shing  gi>blct  could  tempt  me  to  leave  it. 

Though  filled  with  the  nectar  that  Jupiter  sips. 
And  now  far  removed  from  the  loved  situation. 

The  tear  of  regret  will  intrusively  swell 
As  fancy  reverts  to  my  father's  plantation, 

And  sighs  for  the  bucket,  which  hang^  in  the  well. 
The  old  oaken  bucket,  the  iron  bound  bucket. 

The  moss  covered  bucket  which  hangs  in  the  well. 

Samuel  Wood  worth,  the  author,  was  a  descendant  of  Walter 
Woodworth.  The  female  bmnch  of  the  Woodwoilh  family  is 
still  represented  in  Scituate  in  the  families  of  Merritt  and 
♦Sylvester. 

Between  Little's  Bridge  and  the  sea  there  flows  into  North 
Hiver  from  Marshfield,  first  a  brook  on  which  was  located 
Walker's  Nail  Factouy  and  which  rises  near  East  Marshfield 
village.  Branch  Creek  enters  the  River  below  Trouant's 
Island.  Broad  Creek  entei-s  the  Kivcu-  from  North  River 
marshes.and  Little's  Creek  entei*s  the  River  about  125  rods 
north  of  L.  RooERs'  Wharf  at  White's  Ferry. 

After  we  leave  the  First  Hemng  Brook  the  next  point  of 
interest  on  North  River  is  White's  Ferry  at  **  New  Harbor 
Marsh."  This  w:is  called  White's  Ferry  as  early  as  17G8  as 
the  following  tends  to  show,  taken  from  Tlie  Boston  Chronicle 
1768,  April  4-11. 
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"  A  few  days  a^,  Jacob  Lincoln,  a  lad  about  20  years  of  age,  apprentice 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Dillingham,  blacksmith  of  Scitnate,  goin^  in  a  ferry  boat 
to  a  whaling  vessel  lying  at  White  ferry,  in  North  Kiver,  in  jumping  up  to 
send  oflT,  unfortunately  fell  down  between  the  vessel  and  boat  and  was 
immediately  carried  out  by  tlie  tide ;  his  IxHly  wiis  found  at  the  Ilummocks 
nine  days  after/^ 

In  1638  a  ferry  was  established  at  North  River  by  Jonathan 
Brewster  of  Duxbury.  This  ferry  was  at  a  place  called  '^New 
Harbour  Marsh,"  and  it  is  now  called  **  White's  Feny."  Jonathan 
Brewster  of  Duxbury  was  the  first  ferryman.  In  1641  Mr. 
BrowHtor  nold  his  fony  ]>rivilo<!;o  to  Mchh.  Barker,  Howell  and 
othcra  for  £(»().  In  1645  it  was  kept  by  Itsilph  Chapman,  \Vho, 
in  1656  implored  the  couit  to  excuse  him  "  as  it  would  bring 
him  to  extreme  poverty"  &c.  He  was  excused  "except  on 
special  occasions  as  bringing  the  magistrates  over  who  dwell 
there."  At  "New  Harbour  Marsh"  North  River  is  very  wide 
and  ooiitniiis  many  ishinds.  Hero  it  a]>]>roiiclics  the  sea  as  if  to 
burst  through  the  l)each,  but  turns  almost  at  right  angles  to  the 
cast,  and  flows  nearly  south,  parallel  witli  the  scjishore  for  nearly 
three  miles,  before  it  finds  its  outlet,  leaving  a  beach  20  rods 
wide  and  alK)ut  20  to  40  feet  high,  composed  of  round  smooth, 
pebbles.  South  River,  a  shorter  but  more  rapid  tide  stream, 
flowing  from  Marshfield  and  uniting  with  it  near  the  sea,  aids  in 
causing  a  shifLing  of  these  rivci*s'  mouths  to  which  must  be  added 
the  mighty  oflTcct  of  the  hcjiving  and  restless  ocean,  the  conflict 
of  winds,  of  tides,  and  ciniU^xture  of  the  immediate  shores. 
Nortli  River  has  at  its  mouth  during  full  tide  but  nine  feet  of 
waU^',  owing  to  the  bar.  Its  onil)ourhure  shilK^M,  advancing 
south  a  half  mile,  then  receding  as  far,  sometimes  having  one 
outlet  and  occasionally  two,  which  was  the  fact  in  1815.  Vessels 
of  over  200  tons  were  lifted  up  by  gondolas  lashed  to  the 
vessel  at  low  tide  or  heaved  with  kedges.*  At  White's  Ferry 
there  was  a  wharf  for  many  yeara  where  vessels  built  at  the 
yanls  alwve  would  receive  their  rigging.  Ships  were  built  here 
by  the  Halls  and  Keens.  Vessels  wintered  in  Fourth  CliflTBay 
in  early  times,  finding  good  moorings  at  ''Pincin's  Bank." 
John  Barker,  who  purchased  the  ferry  of  Jonathan  Brewster  in 
1641,  was  drowned  there  in  1652.  The  colony  records  gave 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  on  the  death  of  Isaac  Robinson  of  Scituate, 
who  w:is  drowned  in  Barnsliible  :is  follows.     Verdict : 

**  Drowned  in  going  into  a  pond  to  fetch  two  geese,  the  pond 
beinge  full  of  weedy  grasse." 


•  See  Chapter  on  North  RlTer  Pilots. 
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John  Rose  of  Marshfield  died  while  gunning  on  the  beach  in 
1676.     Verdict : 


"  Perished  by  the  severity  of  the  weather." 

In  the  Colony  Records  under  date  of  July  31, 1656,  is  tho  fol- 
lowing verdict : 

(( Wee  finde  that  this  present  day  John  Phillips  Jr.  came  into  his 
dwelling  house  lately  known  or  called  Mr.  Buckley's  house  in  good 
health  as  good  wife  Williamson  affirmeth  and  sat  upon  a  stoole  by  the 
chimney  and  by  an  immediate  hand  of  God  manifested  in  thunder  and 
lightning  the  said  John  came  by  his  death." 

Deane  takes  from  the  Colony  Records  the  following :  *'Riclmi*d 
Berry,  Jedediah  Lombard,  Benjamin  Lombard  and  James 
Maker  fined" forsmoking  tobacco  at  the  end  of  Yarmouth  Meet- 
ing House  on  the  Lord's  Day,"  and  referring  to  tradition  Deane 
says,  "the  early  settlers  were  greatly  addicted  to  smoking  and 
that  they  would  often  disturb  divine  sei-vice  by  the  clicking  of 
flints  and  steels  to  light  pi{>ort  and  tho  clouds  of  ^nioko  in  tliu 
church."  Hence  the  colony  passed  a  law  in  1669,  viz  :  "It  is 
enacted  that  any  (x^rson  or  (x^rsons  that  shall  be  found  smoking 
of  tobacco  on  the  Lord's  day  going  to  or  coming  from  the  meet- 
ing within  two  miles  of  the  Meeting  House  shall  pay  12  pence 
for  every  such  default,"  &c. 

The  will  of  Capt.  Williams  gives  his  brother-in-law  his  two 
"boys,  "  George  i\pd  Thomas  whom  I  obtained  with  my  sword  and 
my  bow."  These  woi*e  undoubtedly  Indian  slaves.  Maiy 
White,  a  resident  of  Scituate  married  about  161)0  an  African 
.slave  named  James  Newell,  and  from  them  there  descended  (piito 
n  numerous  posterity. 

The  company  that  anived  in  the  ship  '*  William,"  set  up  a  fish- 
ing station  at  Scituate  in  1633  and  from  that  time  the  fisheries 
of  Scituate  were  very  important.  North  River  was  also  noted 
for  its  fisheries,  a  principal  station  for  herring  fishery  Iwing  at 
Gravdly  Beach.  Most  of  the  vessels  used  in  the  fisheries  from 
Scitimte  were  built  on  North  River.  For  twenty  years  prior 
to  1830  an  average  of  twelve  or  more  vessels  were  built  per 
year  of  from  40  to  400  tons  each,  and  the  average  cost  of  getting 
them  out  of  the  river  was  $1.00  per  ton.  Lindsay  in  his 
"History  of  Ancient  Commerce"  asserts  that  in  1572  *'tho 
largest  merchantman  that  sailed  from  the  Port  of  London  was 
only  240  tons  register." 
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Only  one  of  the  vessels  that  composed  the  squadron  of 
Columbus  in  1492  had  a  deck,  and  the  ''Mayflower"  that 
brought  over  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  in  1620  was  of  but  180  tons 
burthen.  The  advantages  io  be  derived  from  the  cncounigc- 
mcnt  of  shipbuilding  in  New  P^ngland  were  early  appreciated 
by  the  managera  of  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay  Company  in  London. 
In  their  first  letter  dated  April  17,  162D,  they  state  that  six 
shipwrights  had  been  sent  to  New  England  of  whom  Robert 
Alonlt^^n  was  chief.  The  first  vessel  built  in  the  iMassncluisett.s 
(\»lony  was  launched  fluly  'I ,  ir>;H ,  inio  tJie  "  Alistick  "  Jliver  at 
Medtbrd.  This  was  the  iJark  "  JJlessintj  of  (he  liay^^  30  tons, 
owned  by  Governor  Winthrop.  In  1()3G  she  was  valued  at 
£1G0.  Richard  Hollingswoith  launched  a  ship  of  300  tons  at 
Salem  in  June,  1641.  At  Gloucester  a  ship  was  built  in  1643 
by  a  Mr.  Stevens  and  othera.  In  1724  so  important  had  ship- 
buildinir  Inm^ouk^  in  Massachusetts  tlint  sixUu'U  Mttster  Huilders 
In^longing  to  tlu^  i'ort  of  London  petitioned  the  Lords  of  the 
("•ommittee  of  Plantations  "not  to  encounige  shipbuilding  in 
New  England  because  workmen  were  drawn  thither."  The  war 
of  the  Revolution  brought  business  to  a  standstill.  Ships  could 
no  longer  be  built  on  English  account  and  the  danger  of  capture 
rendered  navigation  of  the  sea  extremely  hazardous.  When  the 
independence  of  the  Colonies  was  fully  estiiblished  shipbuilding 
again  ])ecame  active.  William  Vassall  in  wnting  to  Rev.  John 
WiLson  of  Boston,  June  7,  1643,  describing  his  and  Mr. 
Ilatherly's  and  other  farms  said  : 

**  Our  lands  reach  ten  miles  or  more  to  the  Southwcstward,  by 
which  runneth  a  faire  river  navigable  for  boats  ten  miles  and  hay 
grounds  on  both  sides  and  hath  an  outlet  into  the  sea  about  four 
miles  from  the  meeting  house." 

The  forests  of  white  oak,  which  the  early  settlers  found  here, 
have  long  since  been  conveited  into  ships.  The  black  walnut 
has  entirely  disappeared,  the  spruce  nearly  so,  and  but  few 
white  oaks  of  any  size  are  now  cut.  Pine,  ash,  beech,  maple, 
birch,  siissafras,  and  walnut  are  now  connnon  in  our  forests.  A 
number  of  ship  caipenters  went  from  the  Noith  River  to  Beaver 
ILirbor,  N.  B.,  to  work  on  a  vessel.  AVhere  they  boarded  there 
was  a  male  cook,  who  used  to  t:ike  too  nmch  li(|uor.  One  day, 
when  in  this  condition,  he  got  oilended  with  ^  Uncle  Sam," 
whom  many  will  remember,  and  tried  to  scald  him.  ^  Uncle 
Sam  *'  gave  him  a  black  eye  ;  and  when  the  cook  appeared,  the 
next  morning,  he  was  asked  how  he  came  to  have  such  a  black 
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eye.  **  A  horse  kicked  me,"  he  replied,  **  and  a  mighty  smart 
beast  it  was,  too." 

Constant  Oakman  built  a  scJiooner  some  time  between  1821 
and  1826  on  North  River.  Below  arc  given  the  names  and  his- 
toric44,  so  far  ais  can  be  learned,  of  some  vessels  that  are  rejris- 
tered  as  having  been  built  on  North  lliver ;  but  it  is  iniiKisisiblo 
to  ascertain  at  what  yards  any  of  them  were  built:  17G9. 
Sch.  "  SALLY,"  35  tons,  of  Boston,  George  Homer,  merchant, 
owner.  This  vessel  was  destroyed  in  1803.  1774.  ''MI- 
NERVA," which  was  in  China  tnide,  and  afterward  whaling, 
and  broken  up  at  Nantucket  in  1821.  1777.  Sch.  "IIKK,"  33 
tons,  William  Boarduian,  of  Boston,  owner.  1781.  Sch.  "IN- 
DUSTRY," 31  tons,  of  Welltteet.  1781.  Sch.  "SALLY,"  25 
tons,  had  a  deep  waist  and  a  short  quarter  deck ;  of  Boston ; 
owned  by  Joshua  Torrey  of  Weymouth.  1783.  Sch.  "  SUC- 
CESS,"  30  tons,  owned  by  Eben  Parsons,  merchant,  Boston. 

1784.  Sch.  "JENNY,"  (>3  Umn,  of  Boston.  1784.  Sip. 
"WELLFLEET,"  25  tons,  of  Weimcct,Thom:is  Melville,  Sur- 
veyor. 1784.  Sch.  "WILLIAM,"  50  tons,  of  North  Carolina. 
1786.  Sch.  "MOLLY,"  55  tons,  of  Barnstable.  1785.  Sch. 
"NEPTUNE,"  67  tons,  of  Cohasset.     1785.  Sch.  "ESTHER." 

1785.  BrigTn  "HOPE,"  134  tons,  of  Boston.  178G  Sch. 
"DILIGENT,"  81  tons,  Robert  Gmy,  owner,  of  Boston. 
Probably  lost  on  a  voyage  to  Guadaloupe  in  1807.  1786.  Sch. 
"LUCY,"  58  tons,  James  Tisdale,  of  Boston,  owner.  1786. 
Brig  "FRIENDSHIP,"  118  tons,  of  BosUm.  1787.  Sch. 
"FLYING  FLSH,"32  tons,  El>en  Parsons,  merclmnt  of  lios- 
ton,  owner;  Jamas  Taylor,  master.  17S7.  BrigVn  "LADY 
WASHINGTON,"  118  tons,  of  Boston.  1789.  Sch.  "RUHY," 
85  tons,  of  Boston.  Condemned  at  Sandwich  Islands  in  1824. 
1789.  Sch.  "PHCENIX,"  68  tons,  of  Ilingham,  George  R. 
Cushing,  of  Hingham,  owner.  1790.  BrigVn  "HANNAH," 
130  tons,  of  Boston.  1790.  Ship  "UNION,"  which  was  the 
firet  ship  that  ever  had  whaling  agreements  for  proportions  of 
captured  oil,  etc.  Prior  to  this  time  men  8hipi)ed  by  contnict 
by  word  of  mouth,  —  no  writing.  She  made  two  voyages,  and 
on  going  out,  in  1807,  was  supposed  to  have  been  sunk  one 
night  by  a  whale.  The  crew  took  to  their  boats,  and  in  twenty 
days  reached Fayal.  1791.  "WASHINGTON."  1791.  "HEC- 
TOR."  1792.  Brig  "PEGGY,"  134  t(ms,  of  Boston.  1793. 
Sip.  "CATHARINE,"  85  tons,  of  Boston.  Lost  near  Mt. 
Desert  in  1816.     Ship  "COMMERCE,"  241  ton8(?),  Capt. 
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Hardy,  was  built  on  Noilh  River  in  1795.  Probably  the  same 
"Commerce"  that  w:is  condemned  at  Tonningen  in  August, 
1810.     171)6.  Sch.  "SALLY,"  24  tons,  of  Kingston. 

In  1796  there  was  also  built  on  North  River  the  whaleship 
*  ESSEX."  Pollard,  who  was  master  of  her,  was  an  officer 
on  Fulton's  steamer  in  1807.  Tlie  "  Essex  "  was  bought  from 
Salem  by  Nantucket  merchants  in  1804.  She  and  her  crew 
have  c|uiic  a  hiHU>ry,  which  is  given  in  a  b<K>k  |)ubIiHhed  by 
Capt.  K.  U.  Forbes  in  1884.  The  "  Essex  "  sailed  from  Nan- 
tucket  Aug.  12,  1819,  under  command  of  George  Pollard,  Jr. 
They  had  an  uneventful  passage  around  Cape  Horn  into  the 
South  Pacific,  but  Nov.  20,  while  in  Lat.  40<>  So.  Lon.  119*»  W., 
they  sighted  a  school  of  whales,  and  all  the  boats  were  sent  in 
pursuit.  Owen  Chase  fastened  to  a  large  whale,  which  smashed 
liis  lH)at,  but  he  stufled  clotlis  in  the  hole  and  reai'hcd  the  ship. 
A  large  sperm  whale  was  lying  quietly  on  the  ship's  weatlier- 
l)ow,  which  spouted  and  went  down,  but  c^une  up  ngain  and 
slowly  made  his  way  toward  the  vessel,  but  increased  his  speed, 
and  stiiick  with  great  force  with  his  head  just  forward  the  fore 
chains,  throwing  those  on  board  off  their  feet.  He  disappeared, 
and  was  next  seen,  ap[)arently  in  convulHions,  about  a  hundred 
rods  to  leeward.  Finally,  after  much  manceuvreing,  he  again 
came  at  the  ship  at  full  speed,  and  struck  her  directly  under  the 
csitlu^ul  and  completely  stove  the  bow.  The  ship  w:is  now  fill- 
ing mpi<lly,  and  there  w:lh  only  time  io  MnaU*h  two  coni|)iLHH<m, 
two  quadnuits,  two  Jtowdilcli  navigators,  muskets,  powder, 
files,  rasps,  nails,  turtles  gotten  at  Galapagos  Islands,  and 
about  six  hundred  pounds  of  dry  bread,  and  each  boat  had 
sixty-five  gallons  of  water.  The  ship  soon  fell  over  on  her 
beam  ends,  full  of  water.  The  allowance  of  food  was  one  bis- 
cuit and  a  half  pint  of  water  a  day  for  each  man.  Washboards 
wei'e  fitted  to  the  sides  of  the  deeply  laden  boats.  On  Dec. 
9th,  some  flying  fish  struck  against  the  sails,  dropped  into  the 
l>oat,  and  were  devoured,  bones,  scales,  and  all.  On  Dec.  16th, 
the  allowance  of  bread  and  water  was  reduced  one  half.  Some 
relief  was  found  by  bathing  in  the  sea.  This  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  barnacles  on  the  boat's  bott^nn,  which  were  e^iten 
with  a  relish.  On  Dec.  20th,  land  w:is  .seen,  and  upon  examina- 
tion of  their  *' llowditcli,"  it  was  found  to  l)e  Ducies  Land, 
Lat.  240  40'  S.,  Lon.  124''  40'  W.  Eggs,  birds  and  shell-fish 
were  found  and  devoured  raw.  Two  days  afterward  they  found 
a  spring,  and  nearly  died  from  drinking  the  water  in  exceas. 
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The  only  vegetable  was  poppcr-gi'ass.  By  Dec.  27th,  they  had 
exhausted  eveiything  on  the  inland,  excepting  the  water,  and 
depailed,  leaving  behind  them  William  Wright  and  Seth  Weeks 
of  Barnstable,  and  Thomas  Copper  of  Plymouth,  England. 
They  now  beaded  for  Juan  Fei-nandez.  Jan.  10th,  M.  P.  Joy, 
the  second  mnte,  died.  This  w:is  the  first  death.  Jan.  12th, 
the  three  boats  were  separated  in  Lat.  d6<*  IG'  S.,  Lon.  112® 
20'  W.  The  allowance  of  bread  was  now  an  ounce  and  a  half 
per  day  in  Giase's  boat.  Jan.  20tli,  Richard  Peterson  died, 
and  was  committed  next  day  to  the  sea.  Feb.  8th,  Chase  says, 
^  Our  speech  and  reason  seemed  impaired. **  Isaac  Cole  liecame 
mad  and  soon  died.  ConsulUilion  was  held,  and  the  terrible 
verdict  rendered  that  he  must  serve  for  food.  Cliase*s  journal 
says :  ^  We  separated  his  limbs  from  his  body,  cut  off  all  the 
flesh,  took  out  the  heart,  sewed  up  the  remains  in  canvas,  and 
committed  it  to  the  deep,  and,  making  a  fire,  partook  of  it  and 
preserved  the  remainder  for  future  use.  The  next  morning, 
lOth  of  February,  we  found  the  flesh  spoiling,  and  miule  a  fire 
to  cook  it  to  prevent  its  being  wholly  lost.  For  six  or  seven 
days  we  lived  on  it.  On  Feb.  15th,  our  stock  of  flesh  was 
exhausted,  and  we  were  down  to  the  last  two  cakes.  Our  limbs 
had  become  swelled,  and  pained  us  exceedingly.''  On  Feb. 
18th,  Chase's  boat  was  rescued  by  the  brig  **  Indian,"  Capt. 
William Crozier,  of  London,  in  Lat.  33«  45[  S.,  Lon.  81«03'  W. 
In  Capt.  Pollard's  boat  a  like  necessity  obliged  them  to  sustain 
life  by  eating  the  body  of  a  colored  man,  Charles  Shoiter. 
Stephen  Shepherd,  colored,  died  in  the  second  mate's  boat,  and 
Samuel  Reed,  colored,  in  the  captain's  boat,  and  wei*e  used  as 
foo<l.  The  second  mate's  boat  became  scpanited  from  the  04ip- 
tain's  Jan.  28th,  in  Lat.  35^  S.,  Lon.  10(y*  W.,  and  was  never 
heard  from.  In  Capt.  Pollard's  boat,  he  and  the  three  remain- 
ing men  cast  lots  to  see  who  should  be  sacrificed,  and  the  lot 
fell  to  Owen  Coffin,  cousin  to  Capt.  Pollard,  who  wished  to  take 
his  place ;  but  Coffin  claimed  the  right  to  be  sacrificed  to  save 
his  conu^ailes,  and  submitted  to  his  fate  with  great  foHitude. 
Lots  were  drawn  to  see  who  would  be  his  executioner,  and  it 
fell  to  Charles  Ramsdale.  On  Feb.  11th,  Biiizilla  Itay  died, 
and  on  these  two  bodies  the  captain  and  Ramsdale  subsisted 
until  the  morning  of  the  23d,  when  they  were  rescued  in  Lat. 
37«»  S.  by  the  whaleship  "Dauphin,"  Capt.  Zimri  Coffin,  of  Nan- 
tucket, and  arrived  at  Yalpaniiso  on  March  17th.  At  Val- 
paraiso, Capt.  Downs,  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  "Macedonian," 
bargained,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  with  an  English  ship  bound 
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to  Australia,  to  stop  at  Ducies  Island,  which  she  did,  and  res- 
cued the  three  men  left  there.  Such  were  the  sufferings  of  the 
crew  of  one  of  the  North  River  built  vessels.  There  are  no 
sui-vivors  of  the  ill-fated  "  Essex  "  now  living.  Capt.  Robt. 
B.  Forbes  gives  a  most  elabomto  account  of  this  vessel,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  the  author  has  endeavored  to  state  in  the  fore- 
going sketoh. 

There  was  built  on  North  River,  in  1804,  the  •*  SAMUEL," 
a  whaler.  Robert  Jnott,  who  commanded  Fulton's  steamer  in 
1807,  was  master  of  the  '*  Samuel.**  She  was  condemned,  full 
of  oil,  at  Rio  Janeiro,  1822.  1805.  "BROTH^JRS,**  which 
was  lost  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  in  1824.  Also  in  1805,  ship 
« CHARLES,"  which  was  lost  in  a  **  Norther"  in  1823,  at  Val- 
paraiso.  In  1809,  the  "THOMAS,"  condemned  atWoahoa, 
Sandwich  Islands,  1825.  In  1816,  "GEORGE."  She  was 
condemned  in  1857,  at  Woahoa,  Sandwich  Islands.  In  1817, 
"  GOVERNOR  STRONG ; "  in  1823  sold  to  Uruguay.  Also  in 
1817,  the  "VULTURE ; "  sold  to  New  York,  and  in  1826  con- 
demned  at  Gibraltar.  In  1818,  "EQUATOR;"  about  1851 
broken  up  at  San  Francisco.  Also  in  1818,  "EAGLE;"  in 
1837  she  was  broken  up  at  Nantocket.  Also  in  1818,  "RAM- 
BLER;" condemned  at  Apia,  Navigator  Islands,  one  of  the 
Hervey  Group,  in  1852.  F.  C.  Sandford  owned,  and  in  1838 
went  around  the  world  in  her.  In  1818,  the  "HERO;"  she 
made  many  good  voyages,  and  in  1850  was  condemned  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  1819,  "COLUMBUS;"  broken  up  in 
California  in  1851.  F.  C.  Sanford  saw  this  ship  broken  up  by 
Chinamen  alongside  the  ship  "  Cadmus,"  that  in  1824  brought 
Lafayette  to  America.  1821.  "  LOPER ;  "  made  a  sperm  whale 
voyage  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  1830,  bringing  2270  barrels  of 
sperm  oil  in  foui'tocn  months,  twenty  days.  Most  oil  in  given 
lime.  In  1835  she  was  lost  off  Marinam,W.  I.  1822.  "KING- 
STON ; "  in  1850  sold  to  Sydney,  N.  S.  W.  Also  in  1822, 
"FALCON ; "  on  her  second  voyage  she  went  ashore  at  Society 
Islands,  and  was  a  total  loss  in  1826.  Coffin  Chase,  now  living 
at  Philadelphia,  aged  ninety-two,  was  on  her  when  she  was  lost. 
Sch.  "SPECIE,"  72  tons,  was  built  in  1827  on  North  River; 
commanded  by  Capt.  Smith;  owned  in  1865  by  Smith  &  O., 
Philadelphia. 
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Capt.  Anthony  Collamore,  Wantons,  Samuel  Doogett,  John 
DoGGETT,  Mabk  Hatch,  Capt.  Bardin  Sylvester,  Benja- 
min Hatch,  Benjamin  Damon,  James  Eldredge,  Frederick 
Handerson,  Job  Young,  Benjamin  House,  Jr.,  Jacob 
Ames,  James  Ames,  Alvin  Hall,  Samuel  Hall,  Benjamin 
Keene,  Asa  Sherman,  Asa  Sherman,  Jr.,  Tobias  Oakman, 
Capt.  David  Church,  Timothy  Williamson,  Uncle  Tom 
Tripp,   Capt.   Luther    Rogers,    Calvin    Lewis,  Jerry 

GUNDERWAY,  CaPT.  ChARLES  L.  TiLDEN. 

TN  the  earliest  records  North  River  was  recognized  as  being 
•*•  the  most  importjint  stre^un  in  tlio  Colony,  not  only  for  its 
fisheries  and  the  shipbuilding  on  its  banks,  but  as  an  outlet  to  a 
large  inland  countiy.  Packet  lines  were  estAblished  prior  to 
1700,  and  trade  carried  on  with  coasting  vessels  which  found 
their  way  up  this  liranch  of  the  sea.  The  population  of  Scituato 
at  various  periods  was  as  follows:  In  KiJ^H,  IViH^nicn  22, 
townsmen  19,  total  male  population  41 ;  in  1643  males  from 
16  to  60  years,  100.  By  the  United  States  census  of  souls  in 
1800  there  were  in  Scituate,  2728,  number  of  houses  421. 

In  1681  the  bark  ''Adventure,"  40  tons,  sailed  from  North 
River  for  the  West  Indies.  She  was  owned  by  Scituate  and 
Marshfield  parties.  OapL  Collamoi-e  and  the  Wantojus  csirried 
on  a  considerable  trade  on  the  North  River  previous  to  1670. 
Capt.  Anthony  Collamore  was  wrecked  while  on  a  coasting 
voyage  from  North  River  to  Boston,  and  lost  on  Scituate  Beach 
December  16,  1693,  at  a  place  now  called  Collamore's  Ledge. 

Samuel  Dogget  sailed  from  North  River  aibout  1700.*     lie 


*  See  Chapter  on  North  Riyer  oontiniied. 


EARLY   NAVIGATION.  53 

owned  tlie  sloops  "  Dolphin  "  and  "  Swan."  John  Doggett,  the 
son  of  the  first  Thomas,  had  a  grandson  Johuj  the  son  of  Ats 
son  Thomas,  who  kept  Doggett's  Ferry,  now  Little's  Bridge,  in 
1730.  lie  wiiH  also  a  mariner  and  sailed  at  one  time  as  captain 
of  the  sloop  '*  Paiience^  as  appeara  in  the  following : 

"March  19,  1728-^  John  Holbrook  Jr.,  of  Scituate  secures 
Thomas  Doggett  of  Marshfield  on  a  bond  by  a  Bill  of  Sale  of  J-  of 
the  derked  sloop  **  Patience,"  Capt.  John  Doggett,  about  60  tons 
now  fillnl  for  8o:i  and  at  anchor  in  North  llivcr.'* 

There  entered  at  the  port  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  from  North 
River  during  the  year  1773  the  following  vessels  • 

March  19, 1773.  MarkllcUch  enters  Sip.  ''Ranger,"  GStons, 
from  North  River,  with  3  bbls.  cider. 

This  is  probably  the  same  sloop  referred  to  in  the  following 
receipt. 

"Hanover,  July  i2,  1777.  Rec'd  of  Samuel  House  and  Atherton 
Wales  JC133  SIX  shillings  eight  pence  in  full  for  onequarter  part  of  ye 
sloop  cal'd  ye  *'  Ranger  "  and  one  quarter  of  her  cargo  consisting  of 
lumber  now  on  a  voyge  to  ye  West  Indies  Together  with  one 
quarter  part  of  ye  net  proceeds  of  sd.  voige.  We  paying  one 
quarter  part  of  ye  men's  wages  &  victuling  ye  sd.  vessel  commanded 
by  Capt,  Baraen  Sylvester,     Caleb  Turner." 

March  11),  1773.  Renj,  Hatcn  enters  Sip.  "Patty,"  20 
tons  from  N.  River,  with  12  cords  of  wood. 

April  6, 1773.  Benj,  Daman  enters  Sip.  "Hannah,*'  25  tons, 
from  Marshfield,  with  12^  cords  of  wood. 

May  14,  1773.  Jas,  Eldredge,  enters  Sch.  "Dolphin,"  24 
t<ms,  from  North  River,  with  Ualhist.  FreiTk  Jfandersony  enters 
Sch.  "Spkkdwkll,"  15  tons,  from  No.  River,  with  lialhist. 
Benj.  Hatdi,  cnU^>rs  Sip.  "Tolly,"  18  tons,  from  No.  River, 
with  12  cords  of  wood. 

May  15,  1773.  Benj.  Daman,  enters  Sip.  "Polly,"  18  tons, 
from  No.  River,  with  11  cords  of  wood. 

May  28, 1773.  Benj.  Daman,  enters  Sip.  "Hannah,"  26  tons, 
from  No.  River,  with  11  cords  of  wood. 

May  28,  1773.  Benj.  Hatch,  enters  Sip.  "Polly,"  18  tons, 
from  No.  River,  with  9  cords  of  wood. 
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June  3,  1773.  Job  Young ^  enters  Sip.  ** Union,"  15  tonsy 
from  No.  River,  with  2  tons  Pott  Iron. 

July  28,  1773.  Benj.  Daman,  enters  Sip.  "Hannah,"  85 
tons,  from  No.  River,  20  cords  of  wood. 

Jan.  5,  1774.  Benj,  Iloii^e,  Jr,,  enters  Sch.  •'Defiance,** 
25  tons,  from  Scituute,  with  ir)0  bbls.  nuickerol  amd  3  cords  of 
wood.  These  packets  are  all  said  to  have  been  built  on  North 
River. 

The  captains  of  these  vessels  were  of  necessity  skilful  pilots, 
as  only  those  who  were  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  shoals, 
ro<;kH  Hn<l  bars  could  navi^^ato  North  River  with  saA^ty.  YcshcIb 
coming  into  the  river  from  other  ports  and  tiiose  built  on  tho 
river  were  piloted  by  North  River  Pilots,  few  of  whom  are  now 
living.  In  getting  large  vessels  down  and  out  of  the  river  the 
pilots  had  to  work  very  quickly  and  bury  an  extra  **  kedge  " 
ahead  before  they  had  "  heaved  up  to  "  the  previous  one,  or  the 
vessel  would  lose  stoeragc  way  aind  dnft  to  tlie  shoals  on  either 
bamk.  ]tch)W  Little's  Bridge  tho  channel  is  very  criNiked,  aind 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  a  bar,  through  which  at  times  it 
was  necessary  to  cut  the  vessel's  keel.  On  the  way  down  river 
the  vessels  were  kept  in  the  channel  by  four  guys,  two  from  the 
bows  to  each  bank,  which  were  called  breast  lines,  and  two 
from  the  quarter  decks,  called  quarter  lines. 

When  a  vessel  drew  so  much  water  that  it  was  necessary  to 
cut  her  keel  through  the  bar,  they  would  go  to  tho  I>each  beyond 
and  bury  heavy  planks  in  the  simd  five  or  six  feet  deep,  laying 
them  at  right  angles  with  the  position  of  the  vessel,  and  from 
their  centre  attached  chains,  which  they  carried  along  in  covered 
trenches  until  some  distance  from  the  planks,  where  they  would 
lay  them  on  the  surface.  The  process  of  burying  these  planks 
was  called  "burying  niggers."  A  tju'kle  would  be  attached  to 
the  end  of  the  chain  and  airried  up  the  river  to  the  windhiss  on 
the  bow  of  the  vessel.  Scows  also  were  invariably  ImsIuh],  just 
below  the  1m)W  and  stem  at  low  tide  to  help  miso  the  vessel. 
With  iimch  tackle  and  large  blocks,  and  often  with  fifteen  men 
heaving  at  the  windlass,  they  would  get  the  vessel  inch  by  inch 
through  the  bar,  or  shoals.  Sometimes  vessels  could  not  be 
gotten  out  during  one  course  of  tides  and  would  have  to  lay  until 
the  next  course  of  high  tides.  A  very  singular  feature  of 
North  River  is  the  shitling  of  its  mouth  from  Beetle's  Rocks, 
which  are  located  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  the  present 
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moutli  of  the  river,  to  the  shoals,  a  shallow  place,  where  the 
tide  is  strongest,  and  which  was  the  cause  of  jj^rcat  annoyance 
in  navigsition.  Vessels  grounded  about  half  a  mile  from  Beetle's 
Kocks,  it  recjuiring  sometimes  sevenil  days  to  get  them  off. 
AVithin  Capt.  Asa  Shenuan's  remembrance,  the  mouth  of  the 
river  has  worked  its  way  nearly  to  the  shoals  and  back  again , 
and  is  now  coming  noilh. 

An  old  Rca  cnptnin,  who  lived  near  North  River  and  used  to 
pilot  vessels,  wtXH  going  doNvn  one  day  on  a  new  ship  afler 
launching,  lie  w«s  verj'  anxious  about  a  rock  in  the  river,  and 
being  afniid  the  vessel  would  strike,  sat  out  on  the  bowsprit, 
and  kept  singing  out,  ''Haul  her  over  to  Scit-i-ate  ; "  by  and  by 
he  took  out  his  snuffbox,  and  while  taking  a  pinch  managed  to 
fall  into  the  water.  He  arose  to  the  surface  shouting  and  calling 
outsat  the  top  of  his  lungs,"  "Haul  her  over  to  Scit-i-ato.** 
He  evidently  thought  she  had  struck. 

Jacob  Ames^  James  Ames^  and  Alvin  Porter  used  to  pilot 
vessels  down  the  river.  There  was  one  old  pilot,  a  retired  sea- 
capt4iin,  who  (like  many  othei*8,  undoubtedly)  used  to  give  his 
orders  in  the  impenitive  mood.  On  the  meadow  banks  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  were  many  men  with  long  ropes  from  each 
bow  and  each  quarter  to  [mil  or  to  check,  according  to  the 
command  received  from  between  the  "knight  heads."  "Old 
Neptune"  magnified  his  oiliceand  roared  out  hisordei*s  like  the 
voice  of  many  watei*s.  He  was  not  at  all  fastidious  about  his 
language,  and  his  epithets  were  not  suiled  to  ears  polite,  but  to 
"Jack  Tars"  with  whom  he  had  hjul  to  do.  His  "Pull  away 
there  on  starboard  bow,"  or,  "Hold  on  port  quai'ter,"  would 
have  had  no  moving  force  without  the  toipedo  snap  that  made 
the  command  tingle  with  authority.  He  was  a  character  in  his 
day  aiul  h:is  sworn  many  a  good  ship  from  Barstow's  Yard  down 
to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  /Samttd  J  fall,  who  was  born  1770, 
and  died  180(5,  was  ciiptiiin  of  the  packet  ship  "Dolphin,"  which 
plied  on  North  Kiver.  Benjamin  Keen  ran  a  North  River 
packet  ship  in  1820. 

Am  Sherman  of  White's  Ferry  is  the  oldest  North  River 
pilot  and  packet  captain  now  living.  For  37  years  he  was  in 
command  of  Packets  running  between  North  River  and  coast- 
wise ports.     He  wjis  son  of  Asa  Sherman  of  Centre  Marshfield 

^  and  was  l>oni   February 

<^-    J%^.,r>^^*^  .-     28,    1801.     Asa,  senior, 
^  ^  was  captain    of  packets 
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running  between  North  River  and  Doston  for  about  ten  years. 
The  fii*st  8h)op  that  Asa,  Jr.,  commanded  was  the  **  Albion,* 
which  was  running  on  the  river  line  when  ho  took  her  in  the  year 
1827.  His  next  vessel  was  the  *' Hanson,"  built  in  Pembroke  in 
1833  by  Briggs  &  Turner.  His  third  vessel  was  the  SI)).  ''Susan,'* 
built  in  1834  by  the  Halls  at  White's  Ferry,  which  he  took  in 
1837.  His  fouilh  was  the  "Betsey  llansoni,*'  which  he  took  in 
1844.  This  vessel  was  lK)ught  from  Scituate.  His  fifth  packet 
was  the**Herschel,"  1851,  bought  from  Sandwich.  His  sixth 
was  the  **  Prompter,**  bought  at  Portland,  and  his  last  packet  was 
the  ** Ellen  £Iizal)eth,"  which  was  bought  in  Boston,  and  which 
he  sailed  from  185(S  to  18()4.  The  locsition  of  the  landings  ho 
made  were  as  follows  :  l)eginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  1st., 
White's  Ferry,  2nd,  Little's  Bridge,  3rd,  Union  Bridge,  4th, 
Hobart's  or  Briggs'  Landing,  5th,  Foster's  Landing,  6th,  Job's 
Landing,  7th,  Alden  Briggs'  wharf,  or  the  Brick-kiln,  8th 
Town  Landing  at  No,  River  Bridge,  Hanover.  The  vessels 
were  owned  by  the  principal  business  men  of  the  towns  border- 
ing on  the  river. 

Capt.  Sherman's  regular  trips  were  for  carrying  freight  to  and 
from  Boston  an<l  occasionally  to  other  places,  as  Scituate 
Harl>or,  Duxbury,  Plymouth  and  any  of  the  towns  on  the  coast 
from  Cape  Ann  to  Cape  Cod.  Freights  to  Boston  were  usually 
wood,  charcoal  and  fanners' produce ;  returnmg  with  luml>er9 
Hhi|>-supplies,  goods  for  the  stores,  &c.  He  made  yearly  trips 
U)  the  camp  meetings  held  at  Provincetown,  where  he  carried  a 
great  number  of  passengci*s.  He  brought  the  luinUir  and 
materials  for  erecting  the  original  Daniel  Webster  house  and 
fann  buildings.  He  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  engagement 
between  the  men-of-war  "  Chesapeake  "  and  "  Shannon."  l^^fore 
the  battle  the  British  came  into  North  Uiv(^r  f(U*  provisions; 
they  took  three  calves  from  the  farm  of  Waterman  Thomas,  on 
Marshfield  Neck,  and  caused  some  disturbance  among  the  people 
in  the  vicinity.  The  father  of  Asa  Sherman,  Jr.,  Ca))t.  Sher- 
man, nuuslcrcd  his  comp:iny  of  militia,  and  went  to  meet  tlii^m, 
but  they  quickly  took  their  booty  and  letl  for  their  vessel. 
Capt.  Asa  Sherman,  Sr.,  was  in  command  of  the  Sip.  "May- 
flower" from  1824  to  1828,  and  of  the  Sip.  '*  Magnolia"  from 
1828  to  1833.  The  "Mayflower"  was  built  in  Pembroke  in 
1823,  and  the  "Magnolia"  in  1828,  at  Hanover,  by  Barker  Turner. 
The  Sch.  "Nancy,"  built  by  Samuel  Kent  at  the  Harbor  in  1803, 
was  used  as  a  packet  on  North  River,  and  conmiianded  by  Capt. 
Sbeiman,  Sr. 
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Jhbias  Oakmany  of  Oukman's  Ferry,  wa«  master  of  a  packet 
sloop  sailing  from  North  River  Bridf^c,  Hanover,  to  Boston,  for 
over  forty  ycai*s.  Capt.  David  Uhnrch  wa.s  his  successor. 
Csipt.  ClmiX'h  was  well  known  in  his  <ljiy,  and  w:i8  called  by 
the  old  settlera  "  a  substantial  man."  He  had  many  peculiarities, 
one  of  which  was  his  manner  of  dress.  With  the  exception  of 
his  boots  and  shoes,  every  garment  he  wore  was  made  in  his 
own  house,  of  wool  from  his  flock  of  sheep  or  flax  from  his 
field.  He  wore  everything  iti?  natund  color,  and  his  trousers 
were  always  tucked  into  his  stockings.  It  is  said  ho  was  never 
known  to  wear  a  dyed  gannent.  The  shi])buildei*s  had  so  much 
confidence  in  him  that  he  made  nearly  all  of  their  purchases. 
At  one  time  he  went  into  a  Boston  store  where  he  had  not  be- 
fore traded,  to  purchase  five  tons  of  iron,  and,  while  making 
his  in(|uiries,  he  noticed  that  they  regarded  him  with  some  sus- 
]>icion.  '^Fogs,*'  said  Capt.  Church,  "you  look  at  me  ae  if  you 
had  some  doubts  about  me.  I  want  you  to  undei'stand  that  I 
do  not  come  out  of  North  River  without  five  or  six  thousand 
donai*s  alKmt  me."  He  then  took  a  package  of  several  tliousand 
dollai-s  from  his  pocket.  The  finn  replied,  "We  are  pleased  to 
make  your  acquaintance,  and  shall  be  happy  to  attend  to  all 
your  requests." 

Timothy  Williamson  used  to  run  a  packet  sioop  between 
Boston  and  North  River.  He  was  a  great  gunner,  and,  being 
usually  the  only  man  on  boanl  his  small  cmft,  he  would  begin 
firing  liis  "Hint-lock"  some  tinu^  before  reaching  the  dniw- 
bric^e,  in  order  to  have  it  oi)ened  for  him.  Those  living  in 
the  i*egion  of  Little's  Bridge  rememl)er  hearing  the  "  bang,'* 
**bang,"  "bang,"  and  they  always  knew  it  was  Tim  Williamson 
coming  up  the  river.  He  was  a  high-tempered  fellow  and  a 
Rumrt  workman,  and  used  to  i)ilot  vessels  out  of  the  river  from 
the  yards  alnive.  About  181!)  he  w:ls  ]mid  $1 1,0(5  for  fourteen 
tides  on  the  ships  "Foster"  and  "Peruvian,"  built  at  the  Wan- 
ton Yard.  He  once  had  a  terrible  fight  with  a  shark,  near  Lit- 
tle's Bridge,  which  he  finally  killed.  He  ran  his  sloop  from 
about  1840  to  1846,  and  finally  accidentally  shot  himself,  which 
injured  him  for  life.  Until  1820  or  later,  every  male  citizen 
was  obliged  to  keep  a  gun  and  twenty-four  rounds  of  amnmnition. 
Insi)ection  was  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  and  if  the  gun  lacked 
good  order,  was  not  properly  oiled,  or  the  flint  was  not  right,  a 
tine  was  im|x>sed. 

Tliere  was  another  queer  character,  which  any  sketch  of  the 
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North  River  pilots  sliould  include.  This  wiis  Uncle  Tom  TVipp. 
Of  his  origin  or  nationality  there  is  little  or  nothing  known. 
He  was  uncle  to  everybody  living  on  either  bank  of  North  River. 
Rev.  William  P.  Tildcn  says,  "  Uncle  Tom  Tripp  seemed  an  old 
man  when  I  was  a  small  boy.'*  He  was  evidently  so  queer 
looking  that  he  might  have  been  taken  for  almost  any  age.  He 
was  very  short,  almost  a  dwarf,  and  wore  a  slouch  hat,  long 
coat,  and  boots  coming  up  to  his  middle,  which,  together  with 
his  weather-beaten  face,  made  him  a  curiosity  to  look  at.  He 
lived  on  the  river,  a  sort  of  human  musknit.  If  a  pair  of  bilge- 
ways  were  to  be  floated  from  one  yard  to  another,  or  spai-s  or 
logs  tnmsportod  from  one  landing  to  another,  **UncloT<mnny  ** 
was  tlie  man  to  do  it.  Ho  would  lash  the  long  timbers  or  spai*s 
together,  wait  for  the  tide  to  float  them,  and  then  jump  on 
with  his  water-proof  boots,  and,  with  a  long  setting-pole,  keep 
the  "water-logged**  craft  in  the  channel,  and  coax  it  leisurely 
down  or  up  with  the  tide,  as  the  case  might  be.  When  the  tide 
turned  he  would  tie  his  cliarge  to  a  strike,  and  cut  across  the 
fields  to  the  nearest  house  for  refreshments  and  lodging.  He 
was  a  great  "  story  teller,**  and  a  very  harmless  one.  There 
was  one  place  especially  where  he  always  found  a  cordial  wel- 
come. This  was  the  hospitable  home  of  Mr.  Sam.  Hatch,  who 
lived  on  the  banks  of  the  First  Hemng  Brook.  "Uncle 
Tommy  **  could  get  here  by  water.  Mr.  Hatch  had  a  Lirge  farm 
and  a  yet  larger  heart.  He  was  a  "good  liver,**  as  they  used  to 
say,  and  there  was  always  something  in  his  well-filled  pantry 
for  any  poor  waif  who  might  happen  along.  It  wiis  in  Imm  spa- 
cious kitchen,  in  front  of  his  open  hard-wood  lire,  tlint  "Undo 
Tonuny  *'  found  an  earthly  pnnidise.  Wovo  \h^  coiihl  out,  <lrink, 
smoke,  and  tell  stories  to  his  "heart*s  content.**  How  or  when 
he  finally  "shuffled  off  this  moi-tal  coil  **  (a  most  fitting  phnise, 
by  the  way,  for  one  so  often  coiled  up  in  his  wet  i-opes  during 
life),  no  one  appears  to  know.  Perhaps,  like  his  prototype,  he 
went  into  a  hole  in  the  river*s  bank,  and  there  sleeps  sweetly. 
Let  the  river,  every  rcach  of  which  he  know  by  ho4irt.,  be  his 
monument. 

Many  will  remember  the  North  River  packet  "Pico.**  The 
**Pico**  was  originally  an  old  North  River  "gundalow.**  Capt. 
Luther  lioget's*  built  on  a  bow  and  stem,  after  which  he  used 
to  "take  his  umbrella  and  go  to  Boston  in  her.**  Calvin  Lewis 
ran  a  packet  between  Marshfield  and  Boston  about  1850. 


f  fiee  Rogen^t  Tarda. 
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Jerry  Gundenoay  was  a  negro,  **  black  as  the  ace  of  spades,** 
and  a  North  River  pilot,  who  would  pilot  anything  from  a  small 
fishing  smack  to  a  **  gundalow  *^  of  salt  hay,  or  a  full-rigged  ship. 
At  one  linio  ho  was  quite  intcnipcnitc,  and  a  great  smoker,  but 
during  the  last  foi*ty  years  of  his  life  he  was  a  slave  to  neither 
habit.  One  day  he  went  to  old  Mr.  ToiTcy,  and  asked  him  if 
he  would  come  to  his  house  and  chain  him,  as  he  often  did  when 
he  felt  he  was  going  to  have  an  attack  of  the  delirium  tremens. 
Jerry  always  knew  when  he  was  going  to  have  an  attack.  Mr^ 
Torrcy  drove  stiiplcs  in  the  floor,  and  locked  the  chains  which 
bouml  Jerry  to  them.  «Ierry  then  rcfjuested  that  his  wife 
Cecilia  should  have  the  keys,  telling  her  that  she  must  not  give 
them  to  him,  no  matter  how  loud  he  called  for  them. 

At  one  time  he  was  confined  in  the  cell  of  the  almshouse. 
One  of  the  old  "rum-sellers"  of  those  days  happening  along, 
asked  Jerry  what  brought  him  there.  **  Your  mm,"  said  Jerry, 
lie  used  to  eat  a  half  a  pound  or  more  of  iniisins  a  day  after  he 
Htop})cd  drinking.  The  habits  were  broken  for  the  following 
reasons :  He  was  piloting  a  ^  gundalow  "  of  green  hay,  which 
caught  fire  from  his  pipe,  and  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that, 
if  he  was  such  a  smoker  that  he  set  gi*een  hay  on  fire,  and  burned 
it  up,  he  would  stop ;  and  he  never  smoked  again.  He  never 
drank  after  being  confined  in  the  almshouse  with  delirium 
tremens.  He  was  a  sensilile  fellow,  and  know,  ho  said,  that 
then  it  was  time  to  stop  drinking,  lie  was  a  great  dancer.  He 
had  many  peculiarities,  especially  in  his  manner  of  living.  He 
lived  at  one  time  in  a  litlle  old  house  in  Scnibble  Lane,  and 
slept  on  the  heailh  with  his  head  on  a  block  of  wood  ten  inches 
high.  The  block  is  now  in  existence.  One  of  his  favorite 
amusements  was  getting  a  party  of  men  and  boys,  and  an  ox 
sled,  and  going  to  Coleman  Heights  or  Hills  to  slide  down  in 
the  winter  time.  Once  the  boys  invited  Jerry  to  ri<lo  on  tlio 
(4iii;:;ue,  which  was  tununl  back  over  the  sled,  and  they  so 
guiiled  the  sled  that  it  should  strike  a  fence ;  consequently,  the 
tongue,  acting  as  a  lever  by  the  sudden  stop  of  the  sled,  threw 
Jerry  far  over  into  a  snow-bank  in  the  field  beyond.  Jerry 
took  it  in  good  part,  and  undoubtedly  got  square  with  them 
lafer.  He  once  chased  a  fox  off  the  Fourth  Cliff,  and,  not 
Iwing  able  to  stop,  fell  some  twenty  or  more  feet.  Jerry  died 
many  ycai*s  ago  in  the  So.  Scituate  Almshouse,  where  he  dasired 
to  1)0  when  sick,  for  he  was  sure  of  good  care.  At  other  times 
he  lived  alone,  and  there  was  therefore  no  one  to  care  for  him 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life. 
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CapL  diaries  L.  TUden  was  the  last  North  River  pilot  run- 
ning in  the  packet  line  between  Noi*tIi  River  and  Boston.  He 
was  born  May  9, 1811),  in  East  Marshfield,  where  he  now  resides, 
and  is  still  a  "  live  ni:iii/*  Ihoiigh  now  past  his  seventh  decyide.  IFe 
has  a  fine  iionie  in  the  village,  mnde  more  i)loasiint  by  a  family, 
who  look  after  his  interests  and  make  him  forget  that  ho  is  now 
on  the  down  gnide  in  years.  In  seeking  an  interview  with 
Oipt.  Tilden,  a  short  time  since,  we  found  him  busily  engaged 
in  a  grave-yard,  evidently  not  on  his  own  account,  as  he  shows 
no  signs  of  needing  a  resting  place  there  for  many  years  to  come. 
Like  roost  boys  that  are  bom  within  the  sight  of  water,  a  boat 
was  his  first  thought,  and  at  a  very  early  age  he  made  daily 
trips  in  quest  of  cod  and  haddock,  which  wei-e  then  so  plentiful 
on  our  coast.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  at 
which  he  worked  during  the  winters,  but  with  the  pleasant  days 
of  spring  he  launched  his  little  schooner  **  George  Washington,** 
and  l>etook  himself  to  his  favorite  calling.  As  he  gi'cw  older, 
his  skill  in  hnii<lling  cnill  gave  him  connnand  of  one  of  the 
packets.  It  required  a  daring  man  to  run  a  vessel  over  the 
quicksands  and  shoals,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  that  were  con- 
tinually shifting  in  storms  and  tides ;  but  Capt.  Tilden  made 
his  trips  with  great  regularity,  and  his  vessel  could  always  be 
depended  upon  to  arrive  at  her  eight  landing-places  on  the  river 
at  nearly  her  stilted  houi*s,  under  any  conditions  of  weather. 
He  ran  the  sloop  ''J.  Franklin,"  (built  at  Ejist  Greenwich), 
thirteen  years,  when  she  was  sold.  His  next  packet  was  the 
Sch.  **  Daniel  Webster,"  43  tons,  built  for  Samuel  ILdl  and 
Capt.  Tilden,  at  Bath,  Me. ,  and  his  last  was  the  sloop  "Tnuler,"* 
which  wjus  the  last  packet  nm  on  the  river.  I'he  heavy  baggage 
wagons  run  between  Mai*shfield,  Pembroke,  Hanover,  ami  Bos- 
ton, succeeded  in  turn  by  the  railroads,  caused  a  decline  in  the 
packet  business,  which  eventually  had  to  be  discontinued. 
Capt.  Tilden's  knowledge  as  a  pilot  now  came  into  play,  and 
for  a  dozen  years  he  piloted  the  ships  built  on  the  upper  yards 
to  Bosti)n,  and  other  pla<*<\s,  under  jury  masls,  to  be  rigged  and 
receive  their  cargoes.  His  hist  ship  he  took  from  Union  Bridge 
to  Provincetown  in  a  fog  so  thick  tliat  eyesight  was  of  little  use  ; 
but  he  got  it  safely  into  poit  a  few  minutes  start  of  a  noitheast 
gale,  which,  if  it  had  caught  him,  judging  from  its  power,  he 
thinks  would  probably  have  carried  him  right  over  the  Cape 
into   Buzzard's   Bay.     Capt.  Tilden  is  blessed  with  a  happy 
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disposition,  and  reminiscences  of  his  early  days  are  to  him  pleas- 
ant memories.  He  and  bis  family  are  very  fond  of  music,  and 
some  forty  five  years  ago  he  was  a  member  of  the  East  Marsh- 
field  Brass  Band,  which  travelled  quite  extensively  among  the 
towns  on  the  Cape,  giving  conceiis.  He  also  played  the  bass 
viol  in  the  church  for  forty  years.  The  church  and  headstones 
in  the  little  graveyard  beside  it  still  stand,  monuments  to  prove 
that  his  playing  was  of  the  mildest  sort,  and  not  the  real  old 
Orthodox  kind  that  we  used  to  hear,  which  would  scra[3e  the 
raftera  in  the  church  at  every  di-aw  of  the  bow. 

The  schooner  "  Daniel  Webster,"  spoken  of  above,  is  now  used 
as  a  packet  between  Provincetown  and  Boston.  Capt.  Tilden 
made  eight  landings  on  the  river  during  the  most  prosperous 
Bcasonn.  The  faithest  landing  up  river  was  Alden  Briggs',  at 
the  Brick-kihiH.  Second.  JoWh  Lsunliiig.  Third.  lclial>od's 
Bank,  named  after  Ichabod  Hatch.  Foui-th.  Gmvelly  Beach. 
Fifth.  Block  House,  where  James's  ship-yard  was  located. 
Sixth.  Union  Bridge.  Seventh.  Stephen's  Bank,  named  after 
Stephen  Rogei"8.  Eighth.  White's  Feny.  He  also  made  land- 
ings at  North  River  Bridge  regularly  when  there  was  freight. 
He  made  his  last  trip  as  a  North  River  pilot  just  prior  to  1870, 
and  his  last  trip  as  a  commander  of  a  North  River  Packet  was 
made  since  the  close  of  the  liebcllion,  or  only  a  few  years  pre- 
vious to  1870.  Below  are  some  verses,  written  nearly  fifty 
ywii-H  ago  by  an  old  North  River  ship-builder,  descriptive  of 
one  of  the  good  old  fann-houHcs  where  the  "  latch-string  **  was 
always  out,  and  where  all  were  sure  of  a  warm  welcome : 

Of  Green  Bush  farm  'twill  be  no  harm 

To  take  a  slight  survey  ; 
The  tenants  next  shall  be  our  text, 

Judge  ye  of  what  I  say. 

Horse,  sheep,  and  cows  run  loose  to  browse 

Throughout  the  spacious  fields ; 
Turkeys  and*  hogs,  hens,  cats  and  dogs, 

The  farm  profusely  yields. 

Munroc  and  Ben  are  all  the  men 

Who  work  upon  the  soil. 
Old  Mr.  *****  surveys  each  patch, 

And  shows  them  where  to  toil. 
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Here  peddlers  stop  to  fill  their  crops. 

And  sell  their  pretty  toys, — 
Chat  with  the  girls,  admire  their  curls. 

And  scold  the  little  boys. 

Thus  I  have  told,  with  feelings  cold, 
How  things  out  doors  appear ; 

'Twill  be  no  sin  to  peep  within. 
And  view  tlie  dwellers  here. 

The  foremost  one  for  making  fun 
You'll  find  is  Mr. ; 

For  native  wit  he  never  yet 
Has  found  an  equal  match. 

His  form  and  size  none  can  despise 
Who  like  the  German  caste ; 

His  hands  and  feet  are  small  and  neat. 
To  suit  the  Chinese  taste. 

His  body  large,  a  spacious  charge 

As  all  might  well  suppose. 
When  he  in  haste,  with  rapid  pace. 

Like  Falstafi*  puflling  goes. 

His  hair,  once  light,  is  now  as  white 
As  snow-flakes  when  they  fall ; 

His  locks  with  knack  he  brushes  back 
Upon  his  hoary  ball. 

His  whitened  pate  in  size  is  great. 
Though  odd  the  shape  appears. 

Above  the  eyes,  how  small  the  size,— 
How  huge  behind  the  ears. 

Now  let  us  quiz  his  noble  phiz, — 

As  red  as  any  rose ; 
A  lucifer  match  would  surely  catch 

If  ixibbed  against  his  nose. 

His  eyes  are  gray,  most  folks  would  say, 

With  border  cherry  red ; 
Like  diamonds  bright  they  flash  forth  light, 

Though  deep  sunk  in  his  head. 

He's  so  engaged  he  seems  enraged 

When  stories  he  docs  tell ; 
Your  ribs  he'll  punch,  your  shoulders  hunch, 

To  make  you  listen  well. 
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To  view  his  mouth,  of  spacious  growth. 

Would  cure  a  fit  of  dumps ; 
To  see  within,  when  he  does  grin, 

A  ghastly  row  of  stumps. 

His  teeth  are  few  and  far  between, 

And  I  have  heard  it  said, 
If  s  rather  doubtful  if  he  can  show 

More  than  seven  in  his  head. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


NORTH  RIVER  BRIDGE  YARDS.  — 1668-1 836. 

DANIEL  TURNER,  JAMES  BARSTOW,  WILLIAM  BAR8TOW,  WILLIAM 
BARBTOW,  JR.,  BENJAMIN  BAR8TOW,  GIDEON  BARSTOW,  NA- 
THANIEL OR  **  BUILDER  SILVESTER,"  NATHANIEL  SILVESTER, 
JR.  I  JONATHAN  SAMSON,  BARKER  TURNER,  JEDUTHAN  PALMER, 
ENOCH   MAGOUN. 


TURNER'S  YARD  was  the  farthest  point  up  the  river  at 
which  any  vessels  were  built.  The  site  is  visible  fi*om  the 
present  bridge,  being  but  a  few  rods  above,  in  a  small  mvineor 
gorge,  now  somewhat  levelled,  on  the  land  of  the  late  Homtio 
Bigelow.  It  was  improved  by  Daniel  Tiii^er^  previous  to  1699 
and  later ;  but  the  names  of  none  of  his  vessels  have  been  ascer- 
tained. Daniel  was  a  son  of  Humphrey  Turner,  of  Scituate.* 
He  removed  from  Scituate  to  a  spot  near  Ifcirstow's  nrid«j:e, 
which  was  just  above  North  River  Brid«i;e,  and  in  IfifiS  niarri<'<l 
Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Rsmdall.  He  probably  com- 
menced the  building  of  vessels  soon  after  this  date,  and  may 
have  resided  where  Mrs.  Bigelow's  house  now  stands.  He  had 
a  grandson,  Amasa,  who  removed  with  his  family  to  Lancas- 
ter. Other  descendants  of  his  are  now  living  in  Hanover  and 
vicinity. 

Previous  to  the  Revolution,  James  Barstow  used  this  yanl, 
and  until  he  removed  to  Duxbury,  where  he  engaged  in  ship- 
building for  many  years.  He  died  in  Duxbury  in  1808,  leav- 
ing a  family.  His  eldest  son,  James,  a  ship-builder,  was  killed 
at  Kingston,  in  the  great  gale  of  Sept.  23,  1815,  by  the  fall  of 
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a  plank  from  the  staging  of  a  sliip  on  which  he  was  at  work. 
His  son  James,  bom  Nov.  25,  178(i,  was  a  ship-builder  at  Matta- 
poisett,  where  he  died,  leaving  a  large  family,  whose  descend- 
ants  are  now  living  there. 

The  next  yard  was  the  "  Old  Barstow  Yardy^  so  called.  It  was 
located  just  below  the  Barstow  Bridge,  and  it  is  said  that  the 
vessels  stood  on  land  now  occupied  by  the  present  abutments  of 
Noiih  River  Bridge,  on  the  Hanover  side.  The  bows  were 
pointed  up  on  the  land  now  owned  by  the  Bigelows,  and  tlio 
sterns  were  on  land  just  below  the  present  bridge.  The  road 
now  passes  over  the  spot  where  these  vessels  formerly  stood. 
When  the  Barstows  commenced  building  larger  vessels,  they 
abandoned  this  yard,  and  removed  farther  down  the  river,  be- 
cause, when  launched,  their  vessels  fre(]uently  stnick  against 
the  rocky  ledge  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  Old  Bai^stow  Yard 
wjw  next  to  the  oldest  (»n  the  river,  and  was  (irst  improved  by 
William  Jtarstaw.  He  came  to  Mew  Kngland  in  Kk^'),  in  tlio 
vessel  "Truelove."*  He  appeared  in  Scituate  (now  Hanover) 
in  1649,  and  built  for  himself  a  house  about  forty  rods  back  of 
where  the  Second  Congregational  Church  now  stands,  on  Oak- 
land Avenue.  The  partially  filled  cellar,  and  a  few  old  apple- 
tree  stumps,  now  mark  the  place  of  al)ode  of  the  pioneer  of 
ship-building  in  Hanover,  which  business  was  followed  by  his 
descendants  for  two  centuries.  Ho  i)robably  began  building 
vessels  a  few  years  Iwfore  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1668. 
From  an  old  paper  is  taken  the  following : 

''Samuel  Prince,  Esq.,  died  at  Middleborough,  Fri.,  July  5th,  1728. 
Bom  in  Boston,  May,  1649.  Married  Martha,  daughter  of  Mr.  Wm.  Bar- 
stow, of  Scituate,  1674,  for  his  first  wife.  By  her  Had  three  sons  and  two 
daughters." — The  New  England  Weekly  Journal. 

William  Barstow's  son  William^  born  1052,  resided  in  his 
father's  house,  and  followed  the  business  of  shiinbuilding.  His 
son  lienjamin^  bom  IfiOO,  occupied  the  old  homestead,  and  suc- 
ceeded to  the  yard  at  the  bridge,  where  he  built  for  many  years. 
Ho  had  three  wives  and  twenty-one  children.  IIis  son  Janies^ 
bom  1734,  built  in  the  yard  just  above  his  father's,  the  location 
of  which  has  l)een  described.  James'  brother  Gideon^  bom 
1738,  succee<led  his  father,  nenjamin,  at  the  old  yard,  but 
fuially  removed  to  MatUipoisett,  where  he  died  in  182G,  leaving 
seveml  children.     From  their  brother  Thomas,  bora   1732, 


*  See  Barry*!  Hlitorj  of  HanoTer,  and  Deane's  Hiatory  of  Sdtaate. 
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descended  the  Barstows,  who  built  further  down  the  river.  It 
was  probably  Benjamin's  father  who  decided  that  it  was  unwise 
to  remain  longer  at  the  old  yard,  and  esta1)Iished  one  at  the 
"Two  Oaks,"  some  time  between  1745  and  1755. 

After  the  Barstows  loft  the  yard,  or  about  1715,  it  wjis  im- 
proved by  Nathaniel  Silvester,  familiarly  known  as  JJuilder  /bV/- 
vester.  He  was  bom  in  1718,  and  about  1743  built  the  house 
afterward  occupied  by  Rufus  Farnham,  later  by  Zenas  Stuite- 
vant,  and  now  by  John  Fisher.  It  belonj^s  to  the  fann  of  the 
late  Ilomtio  Bigclow,  by  whoso  widow  Mr.  Fisher  is  employed. 
This  house  was  at  one  time,  previous  to  1815,  a  tavern,  and 
kept  by  Tildeu  Crocker,  or  (Jrookor,  Avho  died  in  Quincy,  Nov. 
21,  1853,  and  was  buried  from  Capt.  Farnham's  house,  Han- 
over. Barry  gives  a  most  complete  genealogy  of  the  Sylvester 
family,  so  it  will  be  but  briefly  referred  to  hero.  **  Builder  Sil- 
vester** has  four  great-grandchildren  now  living  at  South  Han- 
over: Elijah  W.,  a  skilled  house-carpenter;  Greorge  F.,  who 
lias  a  largo  greenhouse,  and  does  an  extensive  business  as  a 
florist;  Mary  T.,  widow  of  the  late  Lebeus  Stockbridge,  Jr. ; 
and  Elizabeth,  who  resides  with  her  brother,  George  F. 
"Builder  Silvester"  was  brother  of  Michael  Sylvester,  from 
whoso  son  Robei't  descended  a  numerous  posterity.  Michael 
and  Robert,  sons  of  Robeit,  Sr.,  are  still  living.  The  follow- 
ing are  their  descendants : 

Michael  Bobert.  1st  child  of  Michael,  born  June  24, 
1825 ;  married,  July  3,  1849,  Emily  S.  Spear,  of  Boston,  who 
died,  with  her  infant  child,  Sept.  21, 1851.  He  mar.  2d,  Eliza- 
iKjlhT.  WaUunian,  May  31,  1855  ;  she  died  June  2(1,  185().  His 
third  wife  was  Maria  W.  Wright;  married  Feb.  12,  18(>1 ;  by 
her  he  had  children :  1.  Ruthetta  M.,  born  July  17,  18G2, 
2.  Emily  E.,  born  Dec.  G,  1863.  3.  Mailha  AV.,  bom  Jan. 
25,  1866.  4.  Bol)ei-t  AV.,  born  Sept.  11,  1868  ;  died  Dec.  30, 
1871.  5.  Helen,  born  Nov.  17,  1869;  died  Nov.  27,  1869. 
6.  Robert  Irving,  born  June  10,  1872.  7.  Maria  AV.,  born 
Jan.  27, 1876,  8.  HerbeilR.,  born  July  1, 1878.  EdmundQ., 
second  child  of  Michael,  born  April  29,  1827  ;  married,  flrst, 
Dec.  14,  1858,  Mary  Salmond,  daughter  of  Samuel  Salmond. 
They  had  children:  1.  Eliza  Salmond,  bora  April  15,1861. 
2.  Samuel  Salmond,  born  Sept.  13,  1862.  3.  Mary,  boini  July 
24,  1864;  died  Sei)t.  8,  1865.  E.  Q.  Sylvestei-'s  first  wife, 
Mary,  died  July  31,  1864,  aged  thiily-one  years,  and  he  mar- 
ried, second,  Feb.  5, 1867,  her  sister,  Eliza  S.,  aged  twenty-two 
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years.  By  her  he  had  children:  1.  Edmund  Q.,  Jr.;  died 
Feb.  12,  18(58,  in  infancy.  2.  Edmund  Q.,  Jr.,  2d,  l>om  July 
12, 18(59.  3.  Joseph  Smith,  l>on\ Nov.  5, 1870.  4.  Albert  Len- 
thall,  bom  Nov.  30,  1872.  f).  Fnmcis  Baldwin,  born  Feb.  1, 
1880.  Martha  R.,  third  child  of  Michael,  was  bom  Dec.  20, 
1839 ;  married  Cyrus  C.  Holmes,  of  Hanover,  May  14,  1865. 
He  died  in  Newbeme,  N.  C,  June  30,  1879.  They  had  one 
child,  Minnie  A.,  bom  in  Newbeme,  N.  C,  Aug.  12,  1866. 
Lkmukl  (^uutis,  fourth  child  of  Michael,  born  Mny  14,  1842; 
is  unmarried.  liYDiA,  iilVh  child  of  Michael,  born  Jan.  12, 
1845;  married  Henry  E.  Fuller,  of  liockland,  Mass.,  Dec.  1, 
1867.  They  have  children  :  1.  Fred  Henry,  bom  March  19, 
1871.     2.  Mabel  Sylvester,  bom  May  3,  1875. 

Robert  Sylvester,  the  other  son  of  Robert,  Sr.,  and  brother 
of  Michael,  had  children:  1st.  Jx)AMI  B.,  born  March  18, 
1832  ;  married  Emeline  A.  Pratt,  June  16,  1858.  He  died  in 
the  war,  Sept.  6,  1862.  They  had  one  child,  Sarah  E.,  bora 
May  27,  1859,  who  married  William  Stearns,  of  Wayland, 
Mass.,  June  16,  1884.  Susanna  F.,  second  child  of  Robert, 
bom  April  5,  1834 ;  man*ied  Wm.  T.  Lapham,  of  So.  Bostoi^...^--,^. 
and  they  have  two  children.  Belcher,  third  child  of  Robert, 
bora  May  26,  1837;  died  July  21,  1838.  Elizabeth  B., 
fourth  child  of  liobeii,  born  July  5,  1839 ;  married,  Nov.  9, 
1859, 1.  H.  Macoml)er,  of  East  Marshfield.  They  have  children : 
1.  Herbert  I.,  born  Feb.  19, 1866.  2.  Walter  S.,  bom  Aug.  8, 
1884.  Sauah  E.,  fifth  child  of  Robert,  born  Sept.  1,  1843; 
married,  Nov.  9,  1864,  (Jeorgc  11.  Allen,  of  Boston.  They 
have  children :  1.  Fannie  S.,  born  Aug.  13,  1869.  2.  Sadie 
S.,  born  Sept.  17,  1871.  3.  Grace  H.,  bom  June  29,  1874. 
JuLETTA,  »ixth  child  of  Robert,  born  April  14,  1845  ;  married 
Frank  A.  Clapp.  They  have  two  children,  and  live  in  Wake- 
field, M:us8.  llcmEUT,  Ju.,  seventh  child  of  Rol>ert,  bom  Juno 
20,  1817  ;  married,  Nov.  22,  1868,  M:iry  Bailey  Turner.  They 
have  one  child,  Itobcrt  B.,  born  April  10,  1871. 

Michael  Sylvester,  Sr.,  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Mary, 
sister  of  Sage  Bardin,  who  became  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Syl- 
vester. Both  were  dauorhters  of  Cai)t.  Thomas  Bardin,  the 
founder  of  the  iron  works  at  Curtis  Forge.  Michael's  second 
wife  \v«s  Ruth  Turner.  He  resided  in  the  old  homestead  for- 
merly occupied  by  his  father  Amos,  which  stood  on  Washington 
street,  near  the  present  residence  of  Robert  Sylvester,  and  which 
was  for  many  years  a  tavern  stand.   About  three  months  after  his 
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fiither  died»  the  old  house  was  burned,  as  appears  by  an  item  in 
the  Boston  Hews  Lettei^  and  New  England  Chronicle^  May  20, 
1762: 

'*The  house  of  Mr.  Michael  SyWester,  at  HanoYer,  lately  took  fire 
(occasioned,  it  is  supposed,  by  a  defect  in  the  chimney),  about  two  o^clock 
in  the  morning.  The  family  escaped  by  jumping  out  of  tlie  windows,  and 
oonld  save  noOiing  of  the  household  goods,  which,  with  the  house,  were 
soon  entirely  consumed.^ 

It  was  probably  immediately  rebuilt.  Barry  records  the 
death  of  Michael's  son  Robert,  June  4,  1768,  but  does  not 
speak  of  tlio  tragic  circumstances  attending  it,  as  appeared  in 
the  Boston  Evening  Post^  June  13,  1768  : 

**  Last  Fridajr,  a  child  of  Mr.  Michael  Svlyester,  of  Hanover,  about  three 
years  old,  fell  mto  a  tub  of  hot  water,  and  scalded  one  arm  to  the  arm-pit, 
of  which  it  died  next  day.^ 

"  Builder  Silvester  "  built  mostly  schooners,  as  they  were  in 
demand  at  til i.s  tiino.  During  tlio  yours  1700  io  1775,  there 
was  a  great  business  done  in  cutting  and  selling  wood  through- 
out these  towns,  which  furnished  freight  for  many  of  the  scho<m- 
ers  which  did  u  coasting  business  from  Morth  Kiver.  In  an  old 
account-book,  now  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Sarah  Thomas, 
Marshfield,  commencing  with  the  dat«  1693,  there  appears  in  the 
wood  business  the  names  of  John  Rogers,  Amos  Sylvester, 
Ebenezer  Sprout,  Capt.  Barker,  and  Nathaniel  Winslow  (who 
owned  the  book).  "  Builder  "  or  Nathaniel  Silvester  died  Feb. 
21,  1781.  His  son  Elijah  was  a  slii|>-1»uilder,  but  his  son  Na- 
thaniel succeeded  him  at  the  bridge  yards,  lie  continued  here, 
building  mostly  schooners,  until  1795,  when  the  yard  passinl 
into  the  hands  of  Jonathan  Sampson.  Nathaniel  Sylvester 
soon  after  removed  to  Winchendon,  Mass.  There  is  recorded 
one  vessel  surely  built  by  him  in  1786,  Sch.  "SWALLOW," 
68  tons;  built  at  Hanover,  and  owned  by  Nathaniel  Winslow 
of  Scituate,  Nathaniel  Silvester  of  Hanover,  and  others ;  and 
in  1781)  the  Sch.  "LYDIA,"  built  at  Hanover,  an4^rwa^l  hall- 
ing  from  New  Bedford,  was  probably  built  by  liini. 

built  here  from 
1795  until 
about    1820. 

He  was  born  in  Pembroke  (at  Crookertown),  and  probably 
descended  from  Henry  Siunpson,  who  arrived  in  Duxbury  in 
1620,  according  to  Winsor.  He  lived,  aft«r  his  first  marriage, 
in  the  house  now  occupied  by  Aurora  Sampson;   but,  after 
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taking  tho  above  yard,  ho  is  said  soon  to  have  accumulated  a 
largo  fortune,  for  those  days,  building  ships  for  the  residents 
of  Duxbury  and  Boston,  and  many  vessels  for  the  cod  fishery 
at  the  (Jnmd  Banks,  lie  built  the  "  Caliban,"  311  tons,  re- 
ferred to  later,  which  was  tho  largest  ship  ever  built  at  this  yard. 
How  they  got  her  out  of  the  river  from  here  is  a  mystoiy .  He 
is  said  to  have  built  thirty-two  vessels  in  Hanover.  He  is  re- 
membered by  the  old  residents  as  a  very  social  man,  and  one 
of  the  many  hospitable  men  of  his  day  who  loved  their  "eleven 
oVIock  and  four,'"  and  his  wcsilth  enabled  him  to  indulge  in  all 
the  luxuries  of  his  time.  He  was  honest  and  upiight,  and  the 
traditions  of  iifly  years  ago  say  that  he  paid  his  men  oiF  by 
canying  to  his  yard  a  bushel  of  silver  dollars,  from  which  they 
paid  themselves.  This  also  spe4iks  well  for  the  honesty  of  our 
old  shiiv-carpenters.  Soon  after  his  first  marriage,  he  built  the 
house  afterward  used  as  a  tjivern,  and  later  occupied  by  Sum- 
ner Stetson,  now  the  residence  of  Ex-Mayor  Bacon,  late  of 
Chelsea,  Mass.  It  overlooks  the  old  shijv-yard,  being  located 
in  Pembroke,  near  North  lliver  Bridge,  on  the  hill  just  oppo- 
site, and  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  from  the  residence  of 
the  late  Horatio  Bigelow. 

In  his  palmy  days  he  conceived  the  idea  of  erecting  an  ice- 
house for  his  own  use.  Many  will  remember  having  heard  of 
Jonathan  Sampson's  ice-house.  It  was  a  new  thing  in  those 
parts,  at  that  time,  and  when  Mr.  Sampson  built  it,  about  halfway 
l>etwccn  his  house  and  the  river,  it  became  an  object  of  much 
interest  to  the  town's  people,  and  excited  a  good  deal  of  com- 
ment. It  was  built  "  upon  honor,"  and  during  the  winter  packed 
full  of  ice.  Ice  being  such  a  novelty  in  the  summer  time 
in  those  days  in  the  country,  he  decided  to  wait  until  the  middle 
of  June  before  opening  it,  and  then  to  invite  all  the  ])roniinent 
|>eople,  and  especially  shi|)-carpenters  in  the  region  round  about. 
Accordingly  on  the  day  appointed,  they  all  met  at  the  ice-house, 
where  Mr.  Sampson  had  large  quantities  of  lemons,  brandy  and 
sugar,  and  all  that  was  wantmg  was  the  ice  and  water  to  make 
Uie  celebration  complete.  An  axe  was  procured  and  the  door 
cut  down,  but  to  the  amazement  of  all  it  was  dry  and  warm  as 
a  sununer's  day  inside.  Mr.  Sampson  was  very  nmch  disturbed, 
an<l  the  wag  of  the  town,  Joshua  Stetson,  coming  up  and  asking 
him  if  he  could  hire  the  liouse  for  his  wife  to  dry  her  apples  in, 
did  not  make  him  feel  any  more  comfoiiable. 

Jonathan  Sampson  married  for  his  first  wife,  Chloe,  daughter 
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of  Nathaniel  Stetson.  She  was  bom  in  1763.  They  had 
several  children  among  whom  were  Melzar,  Chloe,  Timothy, 
John  and  Sanih.  They  havo  four  grand-chihlrcn  now  living, 
two  inMedt'ord,  Alexander  SampHon,  who  lives  with  his  son  and 
daughter  on  lligii  street,  Duxhury,  and  Auroni  OKIham  Samp- 
son, married,  lives  in  the  old  homestead  and  hsis  sevend  children. 
The  stern  posts  of  Jonathan  Sampson's  ships  stood  quite  up  to, 
and  the  staging  was  actualy  over,  the  old  road,  which  at  this 
place  was  hut  2^  rods  wide.  The  first  vessel  recorded  as  having 
been  built  by  him  Avas  the  ship  '^PEMBROOK,'*  184  tons,  for 
Nathaniel  Gushing  of  Pembroke.  He  also  built,  in  1801,  the 
ship  *•  BEN  J  AM  IN,**  188  tons,  of  Boston,  built  at  Hanover; 
and  in  1802  the  sch.  **  JANE,**  98  tons,  of  Boston,  built  at 
Hanover.  In  1803  it  does  not  appear  that  he  built  any  vessels ; 
but  in  1804  he  built  the  sch.  ^'AMAZON,"  107  tons,  of 
Duxbury,  built  at  Hanover,  and  in  1805  the  ship  ** COR- 
DELIA,*•  252  tons,  of  Boston,  built  at  Hanover.  The  two 
vessels  named  "MAKTIIA,**  were  probably  built  by  him. 
The  fii-st  was  the  double  decked  bark  **  MARTHA,**  255 
tons,  14  feet  draft,  built  in  1805,  at  Hanover,  Mass.  Oak,  iron 
and  copper  fastened.  Sheathed  with  yellow  met^d,  Nov.  1867. 
In  1872  used  as  a  whaler  from  New  Bedford.  Capt.  Gartland. 
Afterwards  sold  and  put  under  the  Dutch  flag.  She  was  owned 
in  1875  by  Van  Loon  &  Son  of  Ilarlinger,  and  may  bo  in  exist- 
ence now.  Her  name  was  changed  to  "il/amix,"  when  she 
was  put  under  the  Dutch  Flag.  The  other  '* MARTHA,"  built 
in  1809,  was  a  London  Packet  from  Nantucket.  In  1815  was 
whaling,  and  in  1845)  hIio  nailed  for  San  Fnincisco,  where  bIio 
was  broken  up  in  1851,  being  one  of  the  ninny  old  vesHcls 
bought  by  companies  of  men  who  fitted  them  up  to  go  to  Cali- 
fornia during  the  gold  fever.  Jonathan  Sampson  built  his 
large  ship  in  1811.  The  ship  •*  CALIBAN,"  311  tons,  of 
Boston,  built  at  Hanover,  Jonathan  Samson,  M.  C.  In  1812, 
Jonathan  Sampson  also  built  a  ship  sold  to  James  Penniman, 
Boston.  Tniditi(m  says  thsit  Jonathan  Sampson  ha<l  a  vessel 
building  at  the  Bridge  when  the  Embargo  Act  l>eciime  a  law. 
He  left  a  vess'^wl  half  finished  on  the  stocks  where  it  stood  during 
the  embargo,  sometime  after  which  it  wtis  finished.  This 
was  probably  the  vessel  he  launched  in  1815,  the  ship 
•*  SARAH,"  307  tons,  of  Boston.  She  was  lost  on  the  Arklow 
Banks  off  the  coaiiit  of  In^lnnd  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  Fel>- 
ruary,  1818.  He  built  in  1816  the  sch.  "FAIR  LADY,*'  104 
tons,  of  Kingston,  built  at  Hanover.     She  was  in  the  Atlantic, 
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whaling,  in  1822.  Also,  in  1810  he  huilt  two  ftchoo)ierSj  sohl  to 
Tctcr  Windsor.  Later  ho  built  the  ''  WELCOME  RETUKN.** 
lie  prohabiy  built  few  vessels  after  the  war  of  1812.  Tho 
Embargo  was  a  severe  blow  to  him  as  it  was  to  all  shipbuilders. 
His  first  wife  died  previous  to  1821,  and  he  married  for  his 
second  a  young  lady  named  Higgins,  and  removed  to  Medford, 
having  lost  much  of  his  foi'tune. 

Jonathan  Sanij)son  was  sucxjceded  at  this  yard  by  tho  finu  of 
Turnery  Palmer  cC  Magoun,  who  had  built  at  tho  Brick  Kiln 
Yard  in  Pembroke,  separately,  and  Turner  also  built  at  the  Fox 
Hill  Yard,  in  So.  Scituatc,  nowNorwell.  They  had  aa  many  as 
three  vessels  on  the  stocks  at  one  time.  Their  yards  covered 
all  of  the  land  on  the  water-front  of  the  present  French  esttite. 
About  tho  i'wuo  tho  bridge  Avaa  built  they  were  oblinrcd  to 
change  tho  position  of  their  vessels  built  at  tho  old  yard,  as  it 
was  found  impnielicablo  to  launch  from  the  former  position  on 
account  of  a  rock  in  tho  river,  and  they  moved  a  few  rods  l)elow 
the  present  bridge,  as  hereinafter  stated.  This  finn  built  mostly 
small  vessels.  Barker  Turuer^  the  senior  member,  is  said  to 
have  built  twenty-two  vessels  for  Scituate  Harbor  alone.  He 
wa.s  a  musician  in  tho  old  military  company,  2nd  Regiment,  in 
1815,  and  his  descendants  have  been  musicians  ever  since. 
Mr.  Turner  lived  on  tho  old  Plymouth  Ro:ul,  towards  the  south 
from  tho  bridge  and  at  the  corner  of  lirick  Kiln  Ijime,  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Charles  Turner.*  Tho 
Turnera  of  Pembroke  were  nearly  all  shipbuildera  or  ship-car- 
I)enters  in  those  days,  and  they  so  tmined  their  children  to  tho 
use  of  tho  broad  axe  and  maul  that  to-day  '^the  sight  of  a  white 
oak  tree  that  is  largo  enough  to  make  a  ship's  knee  will  make 
their  eyes  dilate  and  the  nuiscles  in  their  arms  and  fingers  con- 
tact willi  a  desire  to  grasp  tho  IkukIIo  of  a  broad-axo  and  hew 
it  inU)  shape.  No  more  ships  will  bo  built  in  the  old  yards,  no 
more  8hi|>-carpenters  Avill  bo  seen  wending  their  way  in  the 
early  dawn  to  tho  old  lirick  Kiln  Yard,  through  deep  drifts  of 
snow,  even  with  the  fences  the  entire  length  of  Brick  Kiln 
Lane.  No  more  vessels  loaded  with  the  necessaries  of  life  from 
Medford,  and  whose  weekly  arrivsil  brought  joy  and  consolation 
to  the  strong  as  Avell  as  to  the  weak,  will  navigate  tho  beautiful 
and  winding  river.  Never  jigain  Avill  bo  heard  tho  twang  of 
tho  maul  or  tho  ring  of  tho  blacksmith's  hammer.     All  these 


*  See  Brick  Kiln  Ttrd,  oontiiiiied  chanter. 
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thingd  have  passed  away,  and  the  Sabbath  stillness  that  pervades 
the  locality  is  suggestive  of  a  peaceful  rest  in  a  higher 
spliere."* 

Jeduthan  Palmei\\  tl\e  second  mcml)er  of  this  firm  was  bom 
in  Hanover  nl>out  178(),  on  what  was  then  known  as  the  old 
Drinkwater  lioad  (now  Hanover  street),  near  Riindall's  swunip, 
at  the  headwaters  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Brook,  in  the  house  still 
standing  in  good  repair  and  occupied  by  the  family  of  the  late 
Norman  Chaml>erlain.  His  house  was  formerly  the  residence 
of  Richard  Fitzgerald,  the  first  sclioolmaster  of  the  town,  and 
later  of  Dr.  Melzar  Dwelley  a  noted  physician  in  his  time. 
The  estate  joined  that  of  llev.  Benj.  Bass,  the  first  minister  of 
the  town,  whose  ordination  was  noticed  in  a  paper  at  the  time, 
as  follows : 

'*  Hanover,  Dec.  11,  (1728).  This  Dav  was  Ordained  here  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Benjamin  Bass.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gay  of  Hingham  began  with  Prayer,  and 
the  Sermon  on  the  Occasion  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sam'l  Checkley 
of  Boston,  from  Kzek.  3,  17,  18,  19.  *Son  of  man  I  have  maile  thee  a 
watchman  unto  the  house  of  Israel :  tlierefore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth, 
and  give  them  warning  from  me.  When  I  say  unto  the  wicked,  Thoa 
Shalt  surely  die,  and  thou  givcst  him  not  warning,  nor  speakest  to  warn 
the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way  to  save  his  life :  the  same  wioked  man 
shall  die  in  his  iniquity  *  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.  Yet 
if  thou  warn  the  wicked  and  he  turn  not  from  nis  wickedness  nor  from 
his  wicked  way  he  shall  die  in  his  iniquity,  but  thou  hast  delivered  thy 
soul.*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ells  of  Scituate  ^ve  the  charge,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Lewis  of  Pembroke  the  Righthand  of  Fellowship.**— 77i«  Ntw  England 
Weekly  Journal, 

Jcduthnn  Palmer  was  the  son  of  Ephniim  and  Desire  Old- 
ham J^lhner  and  a  lineal  doscondcnt  of  John  Puinior,  a  fanner, 
who  settled  in  the  Plymouth  Colony  in  1G57,  and  whose  resi- 
dence was  near  Church  Hill  in  what  is  now  Norwell.  His 
descendants  built  ships  at  Fox  Hill  and  on  the  Chittenden 
Yard.  John  Palmer,  Sen.,  belonged  in  Boston  and  was  sent 
to  Scituate  as  a  Stock  Raiser,  by  the  Massachusetts  Court.  J  It 
w:us  ])r()bably  John  Palmer,  Jr.,  that  w:is  on  the  council  of 
Gov.  Andros,  108G-90,  and  who  was  sent  prisoner  to  England 
with  the  Governor  about  the  latter  year.§  Jeduthan  was 
about  eleven  years  of  age  when  his   father  died,  in  1797,  in 


*  Article  on  Sblp-building  by  John  Tower  in  the  North  River  Pioneer. 
t  For  further  account  of  Palmer  boo  Brick  Kiln  Yard,  continued  chapter, 
t  See  Colony  Records,  about  1635. 
{  See  Drake's  History  of  Boston. 


TURNER,   PAI4MBR  ft  KAOOUN.      •  78 

Hanover,  and  a  fow  yo;u*a  later  lie  was  sent  to  Pembroke  to 
lcan\  the  8hi|)-cari)entcr  tnulc  of  Calvin  Turner.  Afler  serving 
his  time,  and  having  learned  his  trade,  he  mnrried  his  master*s 
daughter,  Miss  Sally,  sistcu*  of  Luther  Turner.  Tiiey  began 
house-keeping  at  her  home  at  the  Brick-kihis,  but  afterwards 
removed  to  the  Lapham  House  (so  called)  at  the  corner  of 
Brick-kiln  Lane,  (fonnerly  occupied  by  Christopher  Jones  the 
pump-maker,  a  native  of  Noith  Carolina,  who  has  descendants  < 
in  Rockland),  and  later  to  the  Jonathan  Sampson  house  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  A.  J.  Racon,  Es<|.,  a  former  Mayor  of 
Chelsea.  At  this  time  Mr.  Palmer  commenced  building  vessels 
on  his  own  account,  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  built  at  the 
Brick-kiln  Yard,  and  also  at  the  Yard  where  the  present  Bridge 
stands  and  in  its  near  vicinity.  In  1827  he  was  paid  $6.00  for 
four  and  one  half  days  work  at  Keen's  Wharf  on  Foster's  ship, 
^  Lagoda,^  About  1830  he  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  pur 
chased  the  house  in  So.  Scituate  where  the  late  Roger  Stetson  , 
resided,  near  the  ohl  Tom^'  Church's  Hill  Muster  Grounds,**  1 
and  continued  following  the  tnule  of  8hii>cari>enter  until^he  » 
sold   out,  and   removed   with   his   family  to   Waltham.     Mr.   ' 


•:\ 


Palmer  had  a  family  of  nine  children:  1.  Charles,  now  living 
in  Hanover.  2.  Sally,  who  married  a  Mr.  Bnickctt  of  Waltham, 
where  she  now  resides.  3.  Jeduthan,  who  went  to  sea  and  , 
was  knocked  fi*om  the  main  boom  and  lost  overboard.  4.  ^ 
Mary  Ann,  Avho  married  (Jen.  N.  P.  lianks,  who  was  also 
Governor  of  Massai^husett^,  now  resiiling  with  her  family  in 
Waltham,  and  whose  daughtiu*,  Maud,  is  a  distinguished  actress. 
5.  Amanda,  now  dead.  6.  Alice,  who  married  Mr.  Seaman,  a 
portrait  painter  and  lives,  we  believe,  in  New  York.    7.  Julia. 

8.  William,  who  we  hear  lives  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Banks. 

9.  Daniel,  who  lives  in  Waltham.  Mr.  Palmer  died  at  the 
residence  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Banks,  in  1858,  or  '59,  after  a 
long  and  useful  life.  Charles,  his  oldest  son,  born  i)i  Pembroke, 
July  18,  1812,  was  educjited  as  a  8hii)-carpenter  and  worked  in 
Pembroke,  Hanover,  South  Boston  and  ^Medford.  Wlien  about 
twenty-five  yo4ii*s  of  age  his  mind  became  mysteriously  affected, 
incapacitating  him  for  work,  not  so  seriously  impairing  his 
fiiculties,  however,  but  that  he  is  still  able,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-inght,  liO  enjoy  life.  lie  is  social  in  his  disposition, 
gcMitlemanly  in  his  manners,  and  is  an  appreciative  lover  of 
nmsic. 

The  third  member  of  this  finn,  Eivoch  Magoun^  was  bom 
near  High  street,  Pembroke,  about  1792,  and  died  there  in 
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1840.  He  was  son  of  Joshua,  who  lived  near  him  and  died  one 
year  later.  They  were  both  ship-buildei-s.*  This  finn  built 
one  vessel  in  1827,  biig  *' LYSANDER,"  110  tons,  built  by 
Turner,  Palmer  &  Magoun  for  Is;iiah  and  Ichabod  Aldcn  and 
Matthew  Hall,  Scituatc.  In  1828  they  had  three  vessels  on 
the  stocks  at  one  time.  The  one  farthest  down  Btream  was  the 
brig  ••  BARCLAY,"  166  tons,  of  Newburyport,  afterwards  of 
AVestport ,  Mass. ,  built  at  Hanover,  by  Turner,  Palmer  &  Magoun. 
The  next  above  wjis  sch.  **  WOLGA,**  73  tons,  length  60  feet, 
breadth  17  feet,  depth  7  feet,  built  at  Hanover.  Ownere :  Jesse 
Dunbar,  Sr,  and  Jr. ,  John  Beal,  Peleg  Jenkins,  Alfred,  Catharine 
and  Henry  Clapp,  Robert  Paul  and  Seth  Webb,  all  of  Scituate. 
She  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Chandler  Clapp.  Charles 
Howard  of  Pembroke  went  one  voyage  to  No.  Carolina  in  her.  A 
raft  of  timbers  was  placed  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  for 
her  to  strike  against,  thus  retarding  her  headway  Avhen  launched, 
it  being  the  custom  at  some  yards,  to  prevent  vessels  from 
getting  stuck  in  the  nmd  on  the  opposite  bank.  She  wsis  built 
very  full,  and  Joshua  Stetson  went  down  and  looked  at  her 
just  before  she  was  laun(*hed,  then  proceeded  to  the  si  ore  at 
Hanover  Four  Cornei-s,  where  were  assembled  a  grou[>  of  men, 
probably  ship  carpenters.  They  asked  him  what  he  thought  of 
the  craft.  He  replied,  "a  very  handsome  vessel,  gentlemen, 
but  an  eighth  of  an  inch  too  full  on  her  lug  water  rme."t  She 
was  finally  lost  at  sea. 

The  last  of  these  vcsscjIs,  whi(ih  were  on  the  stoc^ks  at  the 
same  time  this  year,  aiid  the  one  nearest  the  bridge,  was  afler- 
wards  used  as  a  North  River  Packet,  and  laul  one  half  as  many 
owners  as  she  Avas  tons  in  size.  This  was  the  sloop 
"MAGNOLIA,"  36  tons,  built  in  1828,  length  50  feet,  breadth 
17  feet,  depth  4  feet.  She  was  owned  by  Asa  Sherman, 
Jonathan  Stetson,  Stephen  Rogers,  Elisha  and  Daniel  Phillips, 
and  Chandler  Sampson  of  Marshfield ;  Alden  and  Luther  Briggs, 
Honwie  Colhunore  and  Calvin  Shepard  and  Ben.  Uog<»rs, 
Pembroke;  Cushing  O.  Briggs,  Klisha  Foster,  Anson  Ivohbins, 
William  Copeland  and  Henry  Briggs,  Scituate ;  and  Auroni 
W.  Oldham,  of  Hanover.  This  schooner  Barker  Turner  built 
lying  up  and  down  river  or  parallel  to  it.     At  the  old  yard  in 


*  Soe  Pembniko  Yards. 

t  The  term  *'  lag  water  line  "  wu  often  used  in  speaking  of  a  vessel  when  the  water 
Une  came  at  a  point  on  her  hull,  which  caused  her  to  lug  a  good  deal  of  water  under  her 
•tern. 
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Hanover,  located  where  the  present  bridge  now  is,  it  happened 
ju8t  before  the  launching  of  this  schooner,  that  Cyrus  and  Isaiah 
Aldcn  Turner,  (the  latter  commonly  known  jis  Aldon  Turner)^ 
then  quite  small,  and  both  now  living  in  rcmbroke,  wore  play- 
ing in  a  boat  on  the  river,  and  finding  a  rock  a  few  rods 
below  the  present  middle  pier  of  the  bridge,  Cyms  got  out  and 
stood  on  it,  the  water  being  nearly  to  the  to[>s  of  his  boots. 
His  father,  seeing  him,  called  out  to  him  to  remain  where  he 
WHS,  :u4  the  rock  wjiH  not  known  to  the  l)uiUici*H.  Ho  di<I  ho, 
and  it  \\m  found  that  in  launching  the  vessel,  she  would 
probably  strike  on  the  rock,  which  wjis  only  two  or  three  times 
her  lengtJi  from  the  ways,  and  in  a  line  following  the  coui*se 
she  would  take.  They  concluded,  therefore,  to  launch  her 
sideways,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  she  was  taken 
through  the  channel,  which  was  then  on  the  north  side  of  the 
rock.  After  this  the  vessels  were  built  about  six  rods  below 
the  present  bridge  abutment.  The  work-house  was  in  the  rear 
of  the  yard,  and  for  many  years  stood  on  the  land  owned  by  the 
late  Dr.  French,  but  was  afterwards  moved  to  Frank  Arnold's » 
North  Pembroke.  Later  still,  the  firm  moved  a  little  farther 
down  the  river,  to  the  upper  part  of  Elijah  Barstow's  yard,  and 
just  below  the  boat-house  fonnerly  owned  by  Clifford  Eamsdell, 
now  of  Abington,  and  Eben  C.  Waterman,  of  Hanover. 
Vessels  launched  from  this  yard  stuck  in  Sherman's  meadows^ 
and  often  required  bed-screws  and  other  furniture  to  get  them 
out. 

Sometime  between  1829  and  1835  Palmer  and  Magoun  with- 
drew fwm  the  finn,  and  the  latter  year  Barker  Turner  built 
alone  the  sch.  '^PIIILENIA,"  i)(>  tons,  of  Boston,  owned  by 
John  Peters,  Charles  Cole,  Jr.  and  fJohn  C.  Otis,  of  Scituatc^^ 
which  AVJ18  built  at  Hanover.  The  next  year  ho  built 
Iwo  vessels, viz:  183G,  scli.''QUEEN,"100  tons,  of  Boston, 
Barker  Turner,  M.  C. ,  built  at  Hanover,  and  the  same  year, 
183(5,  sch.  ••GARNET,"  65  tons,  of  Provincctown,  Barker 
Turner,  M.  C. ,  built  at  Hanover.  The  "  Garnet,"  was  built 
entirely  of  pitch  pine,  not  one  stick  of  oak  being  used  in  her. 
She  was  in  the  fisheries  for  many  years,  and  was  the  last  vessel 
built  at  this  yard,  and  probably  the  last  built  by  Barker  Turner 
alone,  although  he  built  the  sch.  ••Roanoke"  in  company  with 
Joseph  L.  Bates  and  others  at  Barstow's  Yard  in  1842.*     The 


•  See  Barstow's  Yard. 
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river  is  now  80  filled  up  with  lilies  and  grass,  which  hold  on 
accamulation  of  mad,  that  it  is  hard  to  realize  that  vessels  of  any 
size  were  launched  into  the  stream  at  this  point,  but  if  it  were 
thoroughly  cleaned  of  all  the  mud  to  its  good,  hard,  I'ocky 
bottom  there  would  be  to-day  plenty  of  depth  for  vessels  of 
equal  eize  to  float. 


CHAPTER  V. 


MISCELLANEOUS  YARDS   IN   PEMBROKE.— 1793-1803. 


NATHANIEL  CU811ING,  COL.  GEORGB  TURNER,  THOMAS  TURNER, 
ROUEUT  MAOOUN,  JOU  JUNDALL,  JR.,  KIMIRAIM  RANDALL,  AND- 
AARON   81IERMAN. 


"lAJlTH  the  exception  of  the  Brick-kilns,  we  have  been  unable 
^^  to  find  the  records  of  any  vessels  built  in  Pembroke  pre- 
vious to  the  Revolution.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  which  of  the 
early  vessels  were  built  in  Duxbury  and  which  were  built  on 
what  is  now  Pembroke  territory.  That  the  yards  at  Seabury 
Point  and  Job's  Landing  were  used  there  is  little  doubt,  and 
possibly  Turner's  yard  ;  but  during  the  excitement  of  Revolu- 
tionary times,  Hlii])-building  was  probably  like  most  other  busi- 
ness, at  a  standstill.  That  the  fever  of  excitement  run  high  in 
this  vicinity  is  shown  by  the  following,  taken  from  the  Massa- 
chtisetts  Gazette  and  the  Boston  Weekly  News  Letier^  March  2^ 
1775  : 

"  The  following  is  an  address  to  Gen.  Gage,  presented  by  the  Selectmen* 
of  six  townd  \xi  the  County  of  PlymouUi,  occasionoil  by  a  number  of  soldiers 
being  stationed  at  Marshneld,  in  said  county,  in  time  of  peace :  '  To  His 
Excellency,  Thomas  Gage,  Esq. :  May  it  please  your  Excellency,  we.  His- 
Majesty^s  loyal  subjects.  Selectmen  of  the  several  towns  of  rlymouth, 
Kingston,  Duxborough,  Pembroke,  Hanover  and  Scituate,  deeply  affected 
with  a  sense  of  the  increasing  dangers  and  calamities  which  menace  one  of 
the  most  promising  countries  upon  the  earth  with  political  excision,  cannot 
l>ni  lament  (hat,  while  wo  are  endeavoring  to  preserve  peace  and  maintain 
tlio  auUiority  of  tlio  law,  at  a  period  when  the  bands  of  government  aro 
ntlaxiHl  by  violent  infnu^lions  on  the  Cliarter  of  the  Province,  our  enemies 
are  practising  every  inlictious  stratagem  to  seduce  the  people  into  acts  of 
violence  and  outrage.  We  beg  leave  to  address  your  Excellency  on  a  sub- 
ject which  excites  our  apprehensions  extremely,  and  in  the  representations 
of  facts,  we  promise  to  pay  that  sacred  regard  to  truth,  which,  had  our- 
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adyersarles  observed,  wo  flatter  ourselves  it  would  have  preolnded  the  ne^ 
oessity  of  our  addressing  your  Excellency  on  this  occasion.  We  are  in- 
formed, from  jgood  authority,  that  a  number  of  people  from  Marshfield 
and  Scituate  Eave  made  application  to  your  Excellency,  soliciting  the 
aid  of  a  detachment  of  His  Majebty^s  troops  for  the  security  an<r pro- 
tection of  themselves  and  proi>oi*ties.  That  fears  and  intimidation  were 
entirely  groundless,  that  no  aesign  or  plan  of  molestation  was  formed 
against  them,  or  existed  but  in  tlicir  own  imaginations,  their  own  declara- 
tions and  their  actions,  which  have  a  more  sUikiu^  language,  abuiidiuilly 
demonstrate.  Several  men  of  unauestionable  veracity,  resiiung  in  the  town 
of  Marshfield,  have  solemnly  called  God  to  witness,  before  one  of  His 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  that  they  not  only  never  heard  of  any  inten- 
tion to  disturb  the  complainants,  but  repeatedly  saw  them,  after  they  pre- 
tended to  be  under  apprehensions  of  danger,  attending  to  their  private 
affairs  without  arms,  and  even  after  they  had  lodged  tlieir  arms  a  few  miles 
from  their  respective  houses.  They  frequently  declared,  in  conversation 
with  the  deponents,  that  they  were  not  apprehensive  of  receiving  any  in- 
jury in  their  persons  or  properties,  and  one  of  them,  who  is  a  minor  (as 
many  of  them  are^,  being  persuaded  to  save  liis  life  by  adjoining  himself 
to  the  petitioners,  out  afterwards  abandoning  them,  by  the  request  of  his 
father,  deposeth,  in  the  like  solemn  manner,  that  he  was  under  no  intimida- 
tion himself,  nor  did  he  ever  hear  any  one  of  them  say  that  he  was.  It 
appears  as  evident  as  if  written  with  a  sunbeam,  from  the  general  tenor  of 
the  testimony  (which  we  are  willing  to  lay  before  your  Excellency,  if  do- 
sired),  tliat  their  expressions  of  fear  were  a  fallacious  pretext,  dictated  by 
the  inveterate  enemies  of  our  Constitution,  to  induce  your  Excellency  to 
send  troops  into  tlio  country  to  augment  the  dillieiiUies  of  our  situation, 
already  verv  distressing ;  and  what  confirms  tliis  truth  (if  it  need  any  con- 
firmation), is  the  assidmty  and  pains  which  we  have  taken  to  in  vesligate  it. 
We  have  industriouslv  and  impartially  scrutinized  into  the  cause  of  this 
alarm,  and  cannot  find  that  it  has  the  least  foundation  in  reality.  All  Uiat 
we  liave  in  view,  in  this  address,  is  to  lay  before  vour  Excellency  a  true 
state  of  facts,  and  to  remove  the  opprobrium  which  tliis  movement  of  the 
military  reflects  on  this  country ;  and  as  a  spirit  of  enmity  and  falsehood 
is  prevalent  in  the  country,  and  as  cverylliiiii>  whitOi  conifs  from  a  ^entlt)- 
man  of  your  ICxcelloncy's  exalted  station  iialnrallv  acipiires  great  weight 
and  importance,  we  oarnoslly  entreat  your  Excel leney  to  soaitih  into  tlie 
grounds  of  every  report,  previous  to  giving  your  assent  to  it.*  ^ 

Signed  by  a  number  of  Selectmen,  Pembroke,  Feb.  7, 1775,* 

Pembroke  has  always  been  among  the  firnt  to  funiish  men 
and  arms  in  time  of  war ;  not  that  the  inhabitants  were  a  fight- 
ing mcc,  hut,  loyal  to  the  true  ]n'inriples  of  our  govcrnnient 
in  times  of  peace  they  encouitigod  the  military  sj^irit.  The 
women  showed  their  patriotism  in  many  ways,  and,  during  the 
war  of  1812,  gave  the  Pembroke  Light  Infantry  a  flag.  Miss 
Lucy  Gushing,  of  Pembroke,  making  the  presentation  in  the 
following  words : 


•  See  Brooks  and  TUden'i  TanL 
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**  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  Pembroke  Light  Infantry : 

Soldiers, — ^Early  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  freedom,  and  conscious 
that  to  the  military  spirit  of  our  countrymen  we  owe  its  support,  we 
view  with  grateful  pride  the  present  martial  preparation.  May  the 
just  renown  of  our  nation  fill  with  reverence  admiring  Europe,  and 
the  glory  of  her  wisdom  and  valour  secure  from  indignity,  and  pre- 
serve to  us  perpetual  peace.  Ambitious  to  deserve  the  proud  title 
of  daughters  worthy  our  victorious  ancestors,  by  expressing  our 
regard  to  those  from  whom,  in  times  of  danger,  we  expect  protec- 
tion, and  happy  in  decorating  so  respectable  a  body  of  citizens,  I, 
in  behalf  of  the  Indies  for  whom  I  appear,  commit,  sir,  to  your  care, 
this  standard,  presuming  that,  whether  its  silken  folds  arc  gently 
moved  on  the  mild  breeze  of  peace,  or  roughly  fluttered  in  the  rude 
blasts  of  war,  you  will  preserve  it  unrent  by  discord,  unblemished 
by  cowardice,  and  unspotted  by  dishonor.  We  tiust  you  will  ever 
bear  it  where  honor  calls,  and  never  allow  it  to  grace  the  triumph  of 
a  haughty  victor.  May  your  soldiery  add  a  bright  train  of  glory  to 
tlie  stir  that  designates  our  State,  that  shall  bode  ill  to  every  foe  of 
American  liberty.  May  danger  never  quench  the  fire  of  patriotism 
in  your  breasts,  and  may  the  rich  reward  of  fame  and  honor  attend 
you." 

It  was  accepted  by  the  Ensign  of  the  Company,  Nathaniel 
Wales,  who  said :  

**  With  grateful  sensibility  we  accept.  Miss,  this  brilliant  token  of 
the  social  and  patriotic  ardour  of  the  respectable  ladies  in  whose  name 
and  behalf  it  is  presented  in  so  interesting  a  manner.  Patriotism, 
like  other  laudable  emotions,  may  warrantably  exist  in  the  bosom 
where  all  the  amiable  and  endearing  virtues  live.  Its  insignia  is  not 
alone  confined  to  the  martial,  but  is  ever  to  be  regarded  with  grate- 
ful veneration  in  every  social  circle  of  citizens.  Where  ample  deeds 
of  its  existence  are  exhibited,  we  would  not  enquire  for  the  merit  we 
now  admire,  nor  be  insensible  that  we  are  liable  to  sufier  if  we  in- 
dulge in  indiflerence,  and  sleep  destitute  of  the  means  of  defence. 
This  sentiment  seems  not  peculiar  to  the  sons  of  *  New  England,' 
but  is  also  embraced  by  her  daughters,  and  enforced  by  their  deeds. 
The  oflicers  and  privates  of  Pembroke  Light  Infantry  receive  this 
standard  as  a  trust  too  sacred  ever  to  dishonor  it  by  faction,  or  desert 
it  through  fear.  It  is  an  illusive  picture  of  our  country's  emancipa- 
tion when  our  victorious  ancestors  constrained  their  mighty  enemies 
to  hail  them  as  a  free  and  united  people  ;  and  ambitious  ourselves  to 
deserve  the  genuine  title  of  sons,  not  only  enjoying  the  freedom  our 
fathers  achieved,  but  by  defending  the  sUnulard,  and  honoring  the 
device  they  erected  and  waved.  It  is  refreshing  to  enjoy  the  sweet 
zephyrs  of  peace ;  but,  should  the  rough  blasts  of  war  return,  we 
will  rally  around  the  fortress  of  our  freedom  and  independence,  and 
nobly  resolve  to  defend  it  or  die." 
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Toast  :  **  May  the  stimdard  so  iwlitely  given  by  the  ladies, 
and  so  gallantly  receive<l  by  the  Ensign,  never  be  unfurled  but 
in  the  defence  of  liberty." 

Miss  Lucy  Gushing  may  have  liecn  of  the  same  family  as 
Capt.  Neheniiuh  Gushing,  >vliose  death,  just  ]>rior  t^)  the  Kev- 
olution,  is  recorded  in  the  Massachusetts  Sjpy  or  Thanuaf  Bos- 
ton Journal  J  Mai'ch  9,  1775  : 

**Died,  at  Pembroke,  Capt.  Nehemiah  Gushing." 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  alxivo  that  fembroKe  was  active 
during  time  of  war,  and  her  cit  izens  were  probably  too  patriotic 
not  to  lay  by  the  broad-axe  and  jdoiigh.  They  gav(5  their  ser- 
vices, and  in  many  instances  their  lives,  to  their  country. 

Looking  down  the  river  from  the  North  River  Bridge,  any 
time  during  the  years  1799  to  1808,  eleven  ship-yards  could 
have  l>ecn  seen  filled  with  ship-car]>enters,  and  with  vessels  in 
various  stages  of  construction.  First,  on  the  right  or  Pembroke 
side  was  the  Thimer  Yar(U  'ocatcd  just  below  the  ledge  of  rock 
extending  east  from  the  bridge,  and  called  IIocky  Kracii.  The 
'Turners  also  built  on  the  siuno  side  alxnit  one  Imndrcd  feet 
below  their  upper  yard.  Both  yards  were  located  on  land  now 
owned  by  Lorenzo  Sherman.  "Deane,"  of  Scituate,  and  **Bar- 
ry/'  of  Hanover,  give  the  genealogy  of  the  Turner  family  so 
fully  that  but  little  of  value  cjui  l>e  added.  Col.  Kzokiel  Tur- 
ner was  quite  a  prominent  man  of  his  day,  and  a  notice  of  his 
death  appears  in  Tlie  Boston  Evening  Posty  Monday,  Aug.  16, 
1773  : 

•♦Died,  at  Hanover,  Col.  Ezekiel  Turner,  ajro  73." 

Galeb  Turner,  who  died  in  1767,  was  great-grandson  of 
Thomas  of  Hingham,  and  a  8hi|>buikler ;  but  whether  he  built 
here  is  not  known.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  George  Turner 
built  at  Job's  Landing,  l>efore  coming  up  the  river,  and  that 
this  yard  wjis  occupied  by  Nathaniel  Gushing  before  it  was  by 
theTurnera.  The  following  is  taken  from  The  Boston  Evening 
Post,  July  20,  1772  : 

**  Married,  Nathan  Gushing,  Esq.,  of  Seituate,  Bairister-at-law,  to  Miss 
Abigail  Tilden,  of  Pembroke."  .    ^V.u./.^  \  \w.  i;'  -  * 

It  is  doubtful  whether  this  was  the  same  Nathaniel  Gushino:. 

Col.  George  and  Tltomas  Tamer  built  in  Pembroke  al>out 
A«D.  1800.     Thomas  had  a  son  Thomas,  who  had,  among  other 
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children,  Thomas,  now  a  wheel wriglit  at  Hanover  Four  Cor- 
ners, where  ho  resides,  and  a  dau{i;hter,  now  a  widow,  Avho 
resides  \wi\v  hrr  brollior.  Slic  ninrried  the  lalo  Dr.  Ira  Warren, 
who  at  one  time  was  Principal  of  Hanover  Acjidemy,  and  was 
author  of  Warren's  "Family  Physician,"  a  most  valuable  book 
to  families,  and  almost  the  Bible  of  many  of  the  sea  captains, 
by  whom  it  is  used  the  world  over.  The  following  is  the  gene- 
alogy of  a  few  of  the  Turners : 

ThoDias  Turner  J  of  Pembroke,  married  Joanna  Phillips ;  she 
died  March  27,  1828.  They  had  three  children  :  Charles  Tur- 
ner, born  Sept.  8,  1766  ;  man-ied  Ruth  Thomas,  of  Pembroke, 
Jan.  7,  1789 ;  died  Aug.  9,  1804.  Joanna  Turner,  born  Dec. 
20,  1771 ;  married  Seth  Whitman,  of  Pembroke,  May  6, 1806. 
T/iOf}ias  Tttritcr^  Jr.^  born  Dec.  22,  1782;  mamcd  Debonih 
SU)ckbridge,  of  Hanover,  May  8,  1811 ;  ho  died  July  8,  1829. 
She  died  Oct.  15,  1882. 

CHILDREN  OP  DR.  CHARLBS  AND  RUTH  TURNER  ;  GRAND-CHILDRBN 

OP  THOMAS,  SR. 

Charles  Turner,  Jr.,  born  June  8,  1789.  John  Phillips  Tur- 
ner, born  Sept.  12,  1792.  He  resided  in  Coals  Mouth,  Kana- 
wha Co.,  West  Virginia. 

CItlLDUEN   OP   SETH    AND  JOANNA  WHITMAN. 

Cliarles  Henry  Whitman,  born  Oct.  3,  1807 ;  nian-ied  Mary 
Delano,  of  Duxbury,  Jan.  17,  1831.  Ann  Phillips  Whitman, 
bom  May  20,  1809  ;  married  Elisha  Delano,  of  Duxbury,  Dec. 
9,  1838;  died  June  9,  1841.  Seth  Whitman,  Jr.,  born  Jan. 
31,  1811;  married  Sarah  C.  Goodspeed,  of  Duxbury,  March 
28,  1839.  Thomas  Tumer  AVliitnmn,  born  Feb.  16,  1813; 
married  Rebecca  Barker,  of  Pembroke,  April  25,  1841. 

CHILDREN    OF   THOMAS   AND   DEBORAH    TURNER. 

Thomas  Tumer,  Jr.,  bom  Dec.  21, 1812  ;  died  Jan.  21, 1813. 
Ruth  Stookbridgo  Tumer,  born  Dec.  17,  1813;  married  Ira 
Warren,  Al.D. ,  of  Boston,  Nov.  27, 1834.  Thomas  Turner,  Jr. 
(second  of  that  name),  born  Nov.  22,  1815;  mamed  Susan 
Maria  Thayer,  of  So.  Boston,  March  29,  1838.  Jane  Reed 
Turner,  Iwrn  Dec.  2C,  1817 ;  died  Aug.  9,  1819.  Charles 
Phillips  Tumer,  bom  June  13^  1823. 
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CHILDREN  OP  CHARLES  AND  MARY  WHITMAN*,  GREAT-GRAND- 
CHILDREN OP  THOMAS,  SR. 

George  Turner  Whitman,  l)om  Nov.  28,  1831 ;  died  Aug.  8, 
1833.  Ann  Eliza  Whitman,  bom  March  29,  1834.  Seth  Ber- 
nai-d  Whitman,  l)oni  Doc.  17, 1839  ;  died  Ajn-il  9, 1841.  Henry 
Barker  Whitman,  bom  July  28,  1838.  Peter  Sahnon  Whit- 
man, bom  Nov.  23,  1842. 

CHILDREN  OP  THOMAS  AND  SUSAN  MARIA  THAYER  TURNER. 

1.  Thomas,  bom  at  So.  Boston,  Feb.  1, 1841 ;  died  Feb.  7, 
1841.  2.  Susan  J. ,  born  Jan.  18, 1842  ;  married  J.  W.  Phinney, 
Oct.  30, 1868  ;  died  Dec.  8, 1882.  They  Imd  childi-en  bom  in  So. 
Boston  :  1.  Waii'en,  bom  Aug.  20, 1869.  2.  Arthur  Thomas, 
bom  Nov.  6, 1873  ;  died  July  2, 1874.  3.  Thomas,  2d,  bom  July 
17,  1844;  died  May  18,  1849.  4.  Adelaide  W.,  bom  Sept. 
22,  1848,  So.  Boston;  married  J.  F.  Beale,  Sept.  30,  1869, 
and  now  living  in  Brockton.  They  have  one  child,  Lillian  G.V., 
bom  Aug.  12,  1870.  5.  Charles  P.,  bom  April  5,  1851; 
married  Caroline  I.  Cushing,  April  5,  1873;  no  children. 
6.  Mary  G.,  l>om  Dec.  16,  1854;  married  J.  D.  Fisko,  Oct. 
5»  1881 ;  no  children. 

^  built  in  Pembroke  alone, 

W^  ry  .in  1801,  the  Sch.  "MARY," 

y^f  lf«  m^iii\^yUi^y^  ^^^  tons,  of  Marblehcad. 

'  pKA*'-/^  When  spoken  of  as  build- 

ing alone,  it  is  understood  tlint  the  biiililo.i*  had  no  one  in  com- 
pany with  him,  so  far  as  hius  been  luscertained,  tliou«i;h  of  course 
he  had  a  large  force  of  men  under  him.  Al.so,  in  1801,  he  built 
the  Sch.  "  SPANKER,"  of  103  tons,  for  Jubal  Harrington  and 
Joseph  Chapin,  of  Boston.  He  built  here,  in  1803,  the  Sch. 
•'  ELIZA,"  of  Boston,  39  tons,  owned  by  Alden  Briggs,  Thomas 
and  George  Turner,  Mercy  Mandall,  and  David  Church,  of 
l^enibroke.  This  was  the  hi^t  vossol  (m  record  as  liavin<^  been 
built  at  this  yard.  The  indentation,  where  the  saw-pit  was 
located,  can  be  seen  at  the  present  time,  and  some  of  the  dis- 
placed rocks  that  once  foimed  a  wharf. 

The  next  yard  in  Pembroke  was  located  at  Seabury's  Point, 
about  one  "  reach  "  and  a  half  1>elow,  and  on  the  opposite  side  to, 
the  Third  Herring  Brook.  This  yard  is  now  grown  up  to  wocxls, 
which  are  known  as  "  Seabury's  Woods."  liobert  Mai^Qun  is 
said  to  have  built  one  vessel  here*  and  Barry  says  that  Col. 
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George  and  Thonins  Turner  built  here  at  one  time.  Little  is 
known  of  the  Scaburys  in  this  locality  at  the  i)resent  day.  The 
Mian  from  whom  this  Point  received  its  name,  was  son  of  Joliii^ 
Soabury,  of  Duxbury,  who  died  before  1GG2,  leaving  8evei*al 
daughter  and  two  sons:  1.  John,  who  went  to  Barbadoes. 
2.  Samuel,  born  Dec.  10,  1640.  Samuel  was  a  physician,  and 
-^lived  in  Duxbury  in  1662.  He  owned  land  at  the  Gurnet, 
Islnnd  Creek,  North  River,  and  at  the  Brick-kilns.  He  mar- 
ried, fn-st,  at  Weymouth,  raticnco  Kemp,  Nov.  9,  1660;  sec- 
ond, Ahirlha  Pabodie,  April  4,  1677.  He  died  Aug.  5,  1681, 
leaving  several  children,  who  have  descendants  living  on  Cape 
Cod. 

Next  below,  on  the  Pembroke  side,  we  come  to  the  **  Brick- 
kilns Yard,"  to  the  history  of  which  two  chaptera  are  devoted. 
Nearly  a  n)ile  below  the  Brick-kilns,  on  the  same  side,  is  Job's 
Landing,  where  the  i)acket.s  Ciilled  for  freight ;  and  ships  were 
built  here  prior  to  1800.  The  landing  is  said  to  have  l)een  named 
after  Job  liandall,  Jr.*  It  joined  the  ship-yard,  and  both  were 
located  on  land  fonnerly  owned  by  Ephmim  Rtmdall,  and  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Anson  Hatch.  BeloAV  are  accounts  of  a 
few  of  the  vessels  that  were  built  here  :  George  Turner  and 
Aaivn  Sherman  probably  built  here,  in  company  with  the  Ran- 
dalls, at  one  time.  There  was  built,  in  1793,  Sch.  "BETSEY,*' 
33  tons,OAvned  by  Ephmim  Randall  and  David  Church,  of  Pem- 
broke. Built  at  Pembroke,  171)4,  Sch.  "RUTHY,''39  tons, 
owned  by  Ephmim  Randall,  Pembroke.  1796,  Sch.  "BET- 
SEY," 37  tons,  owned  by  David  Church,  George  Turner  and 
Ephmim  Randall,  of  Pembroke.  Built  at  Pembroke,  1797, 
Sch.  ^^ ELIZA,"  108  tons,  of  Pembroke;  owned  by  Elisha 
Ford,  of  Marshfield.  Also,  in  1797,  Sch.  "POLLY,"  23  tons, 
of  Pembroke;  owned  by  Benj.  Thomjis,  Samuel  and  John 
Jones,  and  Aaron  Sherman,  of  Marshfield,  shipwright,  and  in 
1799,  Sch.  "EVELINA,"  109  tons,  of  Boston,  afterward  of 
Sandwich  ;  owned  at  one  time  by  Ephmim  liiindall  and  Joseph 
Hunt,  of  Pembroke,  and  others. 

While  the  accounts  of  the  above  yards  are  far  from  complete, 
they  are  sufficient  to  prove  to  the  reader  that  ship-building  was 
carried  on  to  a  considemble  extent  durin«r  the  above  years; 
and  because  the  records  of  but  few  vessels  have  been  found,  it 
nmst  not  be  infeiTcd  that  only  a  few  were  built,  for  such  is 
probably  not  the  fact. 


•  See  Chittenden  Yard. 
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SMITH  YARD.     1792-1819. 
(afterwards  bells*  a  barstow's  yard.) 

gol.  john  bailey,  dea.  isaao  terry,  josiah  smith,  albert 

BMI^H,  THOMAS  SMITH,  MILLER  SMITH,  BENJAMIN  BASS,  JR., 
WILLIAM  DELANO,  BEZAL  EELLS,  EDWARD  BELLS,  SAMUEL 
BELLS. 

• 

TTHE  Smiths  built  in  tlio  ship  yard  previously  occupied  by 
^  Col.  Jno.  Bailey,  back  of  the  present  residence  of 
Edmund  Q.  Sylvester.  This  land  wjis  owned  by  David  Stock- 
bridge,  and  be  was  paid  rent  at  a  nite  per  ton  for  the  vessels 
built  there.  After  the  Smiths  the  Eells  built  here,  and  they 
were  succeeded  by  the  Bai'stows  who  moved  here  from  their 
upper  yard  in  1817.*  The  Smiths  also  occupicil  a  yard 
fuilher  "up  river,"  the  upper  jiaiii  of  which  yard  had  been 
used  by  Dea.  Isjuic  Perry,  and  was  then  called  Paige's  yaixl. 
It  was  next  the  olclBarstow  &  Eells  yard  at  the  "Two  Oaks,** 
and  was  located  a  little  way  above  said  yard.  They  also 
occupied  the  Dea.  Isaac  Perry  yard  between  their  lower 
yard  and  the  "Two  Oaks."  Here  the  Smiths  built  their 
smaller  vessels  and  used  these  yards  when  they  were  build- 
ing more  vessels  than  they  could  accommodate  at  their 
lower  yard.  In  1819  J<)siah  Smith  and  Edward  and  Samuel 
Eells  in  company  built  a  ship  which  was  probably  built  here,  as 
the  Bai*stows  then  had  possession  of  the  lower  yard. 

There  seems  to  be  no  account  of  any  paiticular  vessels  built 
by  Dea.  Isaac  JPeiTi/y  spoken  of  above,  but  he  built  here  late 
in  1700,  or  until   the  yard   was   occupied  by  the   Smiths,  he 


•  See  Chapter  on  Bantow's  Yard. 
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having  previously  occupied  the  small  yard  next  below  the 
Clarks,  also  located  on  the  land  of  the  late  J.  O.  French, 
M.D.  He  was  son  of  Amos,  gmndson  of  William,  and  great- 
irnmdson  of  Thomas  Perry,  who  appeared  in  Scituate  before 
1(>47.  Dea.  Isaac  was  born  Sept.  5,  1736,  and  died  August  IG, 
1825,  aged  89.  He  married  Jemima  FaiTow  and  lived  near  the 
comer  of  Hanover  street,  on  the  site  where  the  late  Josiah 
WinsloAv  lived,  now  Mr.  Power's  residence.  Of  his  children : 
1.  IVisrilla,  married  Elijah  Packard  in  1803.  2  and  3.  Timothy 
and  Isaac,  went  to  St.  Johns,  N.  li.  4.  IJet^ey,  married  a 
Smith.  5.  Ruth,  went  to  Maine.  Isiuic  descended  from  the 
same  common  ancestor  as  E.  Y.  Periy,  Esq.,  of  So.  Hanover. 
Dea.  Istuac  Perry  built  one  vessel  at  the  Kingman  yard.*  The 
oakum  used  at  these  yards  \vas  prepared  at  the  alms-house ; 
the  iron  work  was  furnished  by  Robert  and  Joseph  Eells. 

Hon.  Albert  Smith,  Josiah  Smith,  Thonais  and  Millar  Smiths 
were  brothers,  sons  of  Dea.  Josiah,  gnuulsons  of  Rev.  Thomas/ 
Smith  of  Pembroke,  and  great-grandsons  of  Joseph  of  Yar- 
mouth, Mjiss.  Albert  Sviifh^  took  no  personal  part  in  the 
building  of  the  vessels  on  North  River,  though  he  owned  and 
sailed  many  of  them,  furnishing  a  part  of  the  capital,  and  being 
a  member  of  the  finn  with  his  brother  Josiah.  Capt.  Alliert 
was  also  proprietor  of  a  store  at  **  Hanover  Four  Corners.** 
There  were  many  men  of  superior  intelligence  at  work  on  the 
yards  in  those  days,  who  brought  up  profound  questions  for 
argument,  from  which  the  younger  men  gained  much  knowledge. 
<Jol.  Samuel  Tolman,  Michael  Ford,  Elisha  Bass,  Col.  John  B. 
Barstow,  Capt.  Ichabod  Thomas,  William  Delano  and  the 
Smiths  were  among  the  number. 

Capt.  Albert  Smith  was  bom  March  22,  1763,  man'ied  Anne 
L.  daughter  of  Capt.  Roliert  L.  Eells,  August  23,  1787.  He 
settled  in  Hanover,  in  iho  old  mansion  house  on  Broadway, 
allerwards  the  home  of  the  late  Martin  Stetson,  and  now  owned 
by  Daniel  E.  Damon,  Esq.  He  died  May  28,  1823,  and  his 
widow,  who  was  born  July  18, 1765,  died  May  7,  1835.  They 
had  children:  1.  Anne  L.,  born  Oct.  4,  1788.  2.  Joseph, 
born  March  30,  1790.  3.  Albert,  born  Jan.  3,  1793.  4. 
Mary,  born  Oct.  21,  1795.  5.  John,  born  Dec.  10,  1797,  died 
Sept.  5,  1813.     6.  Thonijis   M.,  born  August  15,  1799,  died 


*  See  Miscellaneous  Yards,  Hanover,  about  1800. 
t  See  Hurd's  History  of  Plymouth  Co.,  page  401. 
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Jan.,  1803.  7.  Elizabeth,  born  Maix^h  20,  1801.  8.  Sarah  B., 
bom  Nov.  23,  1802,  died  young.  9.  Surah  B.,  bom  Jan.  7, 
1808. 

Anne  L.,  first  child  of  A11>cil  Sr.,  married  Nathaniel 
Crooker,  March  9, 1808.  She  died  in  1840,  ho  died  Jan.,  1S47. 
No  children  are  now  living,  but  they  have  one  grandchild  in 
New  York  state,  and  one  or  two  in  the  West. 

Rear  Admiral  Joseph  Smith,  second  child  of  Albert,  Sr., 
married  Harriet  Bryant  of  Maine.  She  died  1855,  aged  58. 
He  died  March  17,  1879,  in  his  89th  year.  They  had  four 
children,  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  other, 
Anna,  is  unmarried  and  resides  in  Washington.  Both  sons 
were  naval  officers.  Albei*t  died  in  Boston.  Joseph's  life  was 
sacrificed  for  his  country  while  in  command  of  the  ^  Congress," 
when  she  was  sunk  by  flie  "  Merrimac.*** 

Albert,  Jr.,  third  child  of  Albert,  Sr.,  married  Roxa  Shat- 
tuck,Juno24, 1814.  IIodiedMay  29, 18(>7,  aged74yojii-s,and 
his  wife  a  few  yeai*s  later.  They  had  two  daughter,  both  now 
living.  Annie  Lenthal,  who  married  Honitio  Bigelow  of 
Boston,  and  Adeline,  who  married  Dr.  Whelan  of  the  Navy, 
Horatio  Bigelow  died  in  Boston,  Oct.  25,  1888.  His  widow 
and  the  following  children  survive  him.  1.  Honitio  Ripley,  a 
physician,  who  married  Sarah  Z.  Batten,  at  I^iltimore,  and 
rer'ided  in  Washington,  D.  C,  until  recently,  when  he  went 
abroad.  2.  Adeline  A.  3.  Albert  S.,  who  was  married  at 
Grace  Church,  Baltimore,  Marvland,  Nov.  4,  1875,  to  Mary 
De  Ford  of  Baltimore,  and  they  have  three  sons  born  as 
follows:  Hoi-atio,  Jan.  11,  1877;  William  De  Ford,  Jan.  29, 
1878;  Albert  Francis,  Oct.  4,  1880.  4.  Joseph  S.,  was 
married  at  Trinity  Cliurch,  Boston,  in  April,  1877,  to  Mary 
Cleveland  Biyant,  of  Boston.  The  biilhs  of  his  children  are  as 
follows:  Joseph  Smith,  Feb.  16,  1878;  Henry  Bryant,  Oct. 
3,  1879  ;  Arthur  George,  Dec,  1881 ;  Cleveland,  March,  1883  ; 
Mary  Cleveland,  Nov.  20,  188J.  5.  Annie  S.,  niamod  0(^t. 
28,  1884,  at  the  Qmrch  of  the  Advent,  Boston,  Thom:is  Nelson 
of  Mai*shfield. 

Mary,  fourth  child  of  Albert  Sr.,  married  Capt.  David 
Whittier  of  Belfast,  Me.,  Sept.  27,  1815.  She  died  July  19, 
1848.     He   died   Oct.  8,  1849.     They  had   two   daughters,  1. 
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Mnrianna,  married  Mr.  Msidif^n  of  Iloiilton,  Me.,  sinee  do- 
ce:ise<l.  She  still  resides  at  Iloultoii  and  has  sevenil  children, 
and,  2,  Harriet,  who  is  unmarried,  and  resides  in  Washington. 

Elizabeth,  seventh  chihl  of  Albeil,  Sr.,  married  Samuel 
Salmond  of  Ilanover,  July  20,  182(5.  lie  died  May  25,  1859, 
aged  70  years,  10  months.*  She  is  still  living  at  the  old  home- 
stead on  Washington  street  in  her  89th  year.  Tliey  have  had  two 
sons  and  two  daughter.  The  oldest  son,  Robert,  a  promising 
j'oulh,  died  Oct.  18,  1845,  aged  18  years.  The  other  son  died 
in  infancy.  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter,  married  E.  Q.  Sylves- 
ter, and  died  leaving  three  children.  Eliza  the  second  daughter, 
afterwards  mairied  E.  Q.  Sylvester. f 

Sarah  B.,  ninth  child  of  Albert,  Sr.,  married  Joseph  Eells, 
Jr.,  March  11,  1829.  He  died  in  the  West,  probably  in 
Arkansas,  where  she  died,  April,  1889.  They  had  a  family  of 
eight  children  who  reside  in  the  West  and  South. 
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Lenthall  Eells,  March  13,  1794.  She  died  Aug.  3,  1812;  ^ 
married  2nd,  Jane,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Smitli,  and  died  in  ^ 
Ilanover,  April,  24,  1842,  aged  75.  Jane,  his  wife,  died  1850. 
He  had  children.  1.  Nabby  E.,  bom  Aug.  20,1795,  man-ied 
Theo.  "Wliitney ,  of  Niagani,  N. Y. ,  and  died  in  1870,  no  children. 
2.  Lucy  W.,  b.  Nov.  12,  1796.  (For  descendants  of  Lucy, 
see  account  at  end  of  this  family.)  3.  Ruth  C,  b.  Jan.  2, 
1798  ;  d.  1874,  unmarried.  4.  Elizabeth  IJ.,  b.  May  20,  1799. 
(For  account  of  Elizabeth,  see  end  of  J^ucy's  family.)  5.  Mary 
L., b.  Oct.  26, 1801 ;  mar.  Edward  E.  N:ish,  of  Medford,  Mass., 
and  d.  in  Arkans:is,  leaving  children  and  grandchildren.  6. 
Josiah  Miller,  b.  Feb.  12,  1803  ;  mar.,  1st,  Frances  Waterman, 
of  Scifuate;  she  d.  April  12,  1854,  aged  46;  2nd,  Charlotte 
Wnlennan  l>jiiley,  a  widow,  nnd  sister  of  his  first  wife ;  no 
children 
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Lucy  7F.,  second  child  of  Josiuh,  the  Imilder,  mar.  in  1819, 
WilliJim  Little  Loring,  M.  D.,  of  Duxbury.  He  was  a  gi'ad- 
uate  of  Harvard  Collejre,  and  a  lineal  descendant,  in  the  fifth 
generation,  on  his  niothei''s  side,  of  John  and  Priscilla  Alden. 
Their  children  were  :  1.  Lucy  Williams,  b.  April  29,  1820 ; 
mar.  in  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Hanover,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Crothers  Logan,  of  Indiana,  Aug.  17,  1852.  He  w:is  a  Pi-es- 
byterian,  a  graduate  of  Princeton,  and  was  settled  in  Constan- 
tine,  Mich.,  in  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  Valparaiso,  Ind.  For 
twenty-one  years  ho  has  l)cen  pastor  of  the  Fii'st  Prcf^bytorian 
Church  of  Scranton,  Pa.  They  have  had  five  cliikli*en ;  two 
have  died,  and  three  are  now  living  in  Scrant^m,  viz. :  Harry 
Vannuys,  a  physician,  b.  May  21,  18r)3  ;  Arthur  (/oilin,  a  hiw- 
yer,  b.  Oct.  23,  1854;  and  Lillie,  who  mar.  Judge  lleniy  A. 
Knapp.  2.  Benjamin  Williams,  b.  Oct.  14, 1821 ;  who  was  in 
the  Union  Navy  during  the  Rebellion,  later  in  the  Itevenue 
Marine  Service,  and  now  on  the  retired  list.  In  18()G,  he  mar. 
Nellie  Cahoun,  of  Morrisiana,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  had  five 
children.  Tlio  following  are  now  living :  Benjamin  Williams, 
Jr.,  b.  May  10,  1867  ;  John  Alden,  b.  March  6,  18ni) ;  Nano 
Jennie  Gladden,  b.  April  17,  187!).  3.  Mauia  Kittukikik,  b. 
Feb.  23,  1823 ;  mar.,  in  1850,  James  W.  Carswell,  a  Georgia 
planter,  who  d.  in  December,  1885.  She  resides  in  Bai-ton, 
Ga.,  and  has  had  four  children:  Lucy,  d.  1878,  aged  27; 
William,  d.  1878,  aged  25;  Lillie,  mar.  a  merchant ;  Mary, 
mar.  a  physician.  The  above  three  children  of  Dr.  William  L. 
and  Lucy  Loring  were  b.  in  the  old  Loring  homestead,  in  West 
l^uxbury.  The  remaining  four  children  were  b.  in  Springfield. 
4.  Mauy  Lenthall,  b.  1825;  d.  aged  11  months.  5.  miLKV 
ITall,  b.  Dec.  12,  1827  ;  went  to  California,  where  ho  was  cap- 
tain in  the  Home  Guard  during  the  war,  and  d.  unmarried  at 
Sierra,  Cal.,  Feb.  14,  1874.  (].  Eliza,  b.  Aug.  5,  1832 ;  mar. 
Jan.  23,  1873,  Kev.  HeiTcy  Logan  Vannuys,  of  Goshen,  Ind. ; 
no  children  living.  7.  Sophia  BuADFOirn,  b.  April  14,  1836. 
Over  two  j'cars  of  her  life  have  been  Hpcnt  in  Ut^irout,  Syria, 
where  she  ttuight  in  a  youug  ladies*  st^uiinary.  She  mar. 
Sept.  24,  1885,  Itev.  Dr.  William  M.  Taylor;  no  children. 

Elizabeth  B.^  fourth  child  of  Josiah,  the  builder,  mar.  Am- 
brose Packard,  of  Niagam,  N.  Y.  ;  both  now  dead.  They  had 
childix^n  :  Ambrose,  d.,  leaving  a  widow  but  no  children  ;  Jo- 
siah, mar.,  and  lives  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  has  several 
children;  llhoda,  mar.  a  Dr.  Palmer, of  Canada;  llalph,  mar., 
and  lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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CapL  Tliomas  Smith  was  b.  Marcli  22,  1775.  He  lived  in 
Pcniln'oko,  Imt  built  in  Iluiiovor,  and  sailed  many  of  the  ves- 
sels built  by  himself  and  brothel's.  Ho  d.  unmarried,  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

Miller  Smith  (or  Milliar,  as  it  was  sometimes  written)  was 
b.  Feb.  9,  1782.  He  built  alone  and  in  company  with  his 
brothers,  and  was  also  captain  of  some  of  the  vessels.  He  was 
washed  overboard  at  soa,  and  lost,  near  the  "Three  Sand  Hills," 
on  the  roast  of  North  Carolina.  He  mar.  tlane,  dau.  of  David 
Stockbridge,  Ks(|.,  and  they  had  one  dau.,  Jane  S.,  who  mar. 
Gen.  A.  W.  Oldham,  of  Pembroke,  Mass. 

The  Sch.  **  Hazard,"  under  Capt.  Albert  Smith,  who  sailed  for 
Nehemiali  Somes,  Eben  Wales,  and  Moses  and  Aaron  Davis, 
was,  in  1789,  at  Cape  Francois  (probably  Old  Cape  Francis), 
on  the  Island  of  Ilispaniola,  now  Santo  Domingo.  The  Hrst 
vessel  there  is  any  account  of  as  having  been  built  by  the 
Smiths,  was  in  1792,  Brig't'n  "APOLLO,*'  139  tons,  of  Bos- 
ton. This  vessel  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Albert  Smith,  and 
broken  up  at  the  Vineyard  about  1825.  The  next  record  found 
is  in  a  letter  from  the  Smiths,  dated  Hanover,  March  10,  1795. 
They  set  forth  the  "contract  of  a  vessel  of  115  U>ns^  which 
they  were  building,  as  follows  : 

**  Dimensions,  57  feet  4 J  Indies  keel ;  10  feet  hold  ;  22  feet  beam. 
To  be  built  of  good,  sound,  white  oak  timber,  and  planked.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Cal- 
culated to  sail  fast  and  cany  a  jjood  bmthcn  ;  to  fniish  the  upper 
work  as  may  l>cst  suit  ihc  owners  ;  to  be  completed  the  first  day  of 
July  next." 

In  1796,  All)ert  Smith  built  a  hrifj  for  Nehemiah  Somes,  and 
in  1797  was  built  the  ship  "ROMULUS,"  264  tons,  of  Boston ; 
owned  by  Albeit  Smith,  Hanover ;  Josiah  Smith,  builder.  This 
was  ))robably  the  same  "Ilomulus  "  which  was  wrecked  and  con- 
denmed  at  Honolulu,  H.  1.,  1849,  then  lifty-two  years  old. 
The  Sch.  "RESOLUTION  "  was  built  by  the  Smiths  about  this 
time.  Also,  the  "DILIGENCE"  was  probably  built  before 
1799.  Half  her  cost,  as  per  bill,  was  £1406.  Josiah  built  for 
Albeit  Smith,  in  1799,  the  ship  "AURORA,"  244  tons.  The 
shiivcnri>enters  were :  Tilden  Crooker,*  who,  with  his  boys, 
worked  on  a  sloop  in  the  same  yard  in  1802  ;  Elijah  Randall, 
who  lived  near  R:nidairs  Swamp,  in  Hanover,  and  othei*s.    Two 
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compasses  for  the  •*  Aurora  "  cost  £1  48.  Tlic  anclioi-s  cost,  at 
Heuben  Curtis'  forge,  £81.  He  also  built  another  vessel  the 
same  year,  1799,  the  ship  "  CICERO,**  227  tons.  Elisha  Cur- 
tis, who  calked  her,  lived  on  the  Recompense  Tiffany  place. 
Those  who  worked  on  her  otherwise  were  :  Belcher  Clark,  AVil- 
liam  Copeland,  Bonj.  Baas,  Jr.,  Elijah  Sylvester,  Bcnj.  Dwcl- 
ley,  Cliarles  Sprague,  who  lived  in  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Thomas  Hunt,  So.  Scituate,  Isaac  Perry,  Michael  Ford,  Mi- 
chael Stetson,  Elijah  Randall,  Reuben  Curtis.  Half  the  ship 
**  Cicero*'  was  sold  for  £1603  17s.  6d.,  to  Capt.  Tliomas  Smith. 
The  third  vessel  they  built  this  year,  1799,  was  the  ship  **BET- 
SEY."  Elijah  Randall  and  the  other  men  worked  on  her. 
During  the  next  year,  1800,  they  built  two  vessels,  and  started 
a  third,  a  schooner.  The  first  was  the  ship  ^'DEDALUS." 
The  ship-carpenters  were:  Benj.  Bass,  Jr.,  Elijah  Sylvester, 
Benj.  Dwelley,  and  Isaac  Perry,  who  also  made  the  rudder  for 
£2  8s.  Elijah  Randall  and  Timothy  Robbins,  who  also  worked 
on  a  schooner  and  a  gundalow  in  this  yard  the  same  year,  and 
others.  Also  in  1800,  the  ship  "  NEPTUNE,"  of  280  tons,  for 
New  York  parties;  Josiah  Smith,  builder.  Michael  Stetson 
did  the  joiner  work,  and  also  on  a  brig  of  93  tons  in  1801. 
The  anchors  came  from  Reuben  Curtis'  forge ;  weighed  2706 
pounds,  and  cost  over  £89.  In  1824,  the  "Neptune"  hailed 
from  New  London,  and  was  in  the  South  Seas,  whaling ;  in 
1850,  in  the  Indian  and  Northern  Pacific  Oceans,  and  in  1857 
was  sold  and  broken  up  at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

1801  was  the  "Red  Ijcttcr"  year  for  these  yards.  During 
this  year,  six  vessels  were  launclicd  from  the  two  Smith  yards, 
all  of  good  size.  Josiah  Smith  was  the  builder  of  four,  and 
master  caipcnter  of  the  other  two.  No  other  firm,  and  no  yard 
on  the  river  except  the  Wanton  Yard,  can  show  a  record  equal  to 
this ;  and  to  see  the  quiet  spot,  at  the  present  writing,  it  is  hard 
to  realize  that  six  large  vessels  were  launched  by  one  firm  dur- 
ing one  year,  besides  many  others,  all  from  the  shores  of  Han- 
over, below  the  bridge,  but  such  is  the  fact.  The  first  vessel 
launched  here  this  year,  was  built  by  Josiah  Smith  for  his 
brother  Albert.  This  was  the  ship  "  HANOVER,"  281  tons. 
Ship-carpenters  employed  on  this  vessel  were  Charles  Sprague, 
Michael  Ford,  Josiah  Smith,  Jr.,  Reuben  Curtis,  who  also  fur- 
nished anchors  for  the  "Hanover"  for  £93  6s.  Robert  and 
Joseph  Eells  did  the  iron  work  for$07H.2(>.  In  January,  1804, 
tlie  ship  **  Hanover,"  then  under  Capt.  Barney,  was  at  Sumatra. 
Josiah  Smith  built,  for  his  brother  Albert   of  Hanover,  and 
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Tliomns  of  Pembroke,  and  otliers,  in  1801,  the  ship  **  GAR- 
LAND,'* 280  tons.  Ship-cai-penters  employed  on  this  vessel 
were  Jabcz  Witherell,  Benjamin  Dweliey,  Turner  Stetson  (who- 
also  worked  on  a  brig  and  ship  j^reviously  on  this  yard,  and 
was  paid  £3, 148.  for  getting  one  of  the.se  vessels  over  the 
shoals),  Nath.  Stetson,  father  of  JIarrison  Stetson,  who  now 
lives  on  Spring  street,  in  Hanover;  Isaac  Bowen  Barker,  a 
Pembroke  Quaker,  who  did  phmking  on  a  brig  and  ship  pre- 
viously ;  Is:uic  Cox,  Pembroke  ;  Enos  Palmer,  of  Clnirch  Ilill ; 
licnibcMi  Curtis,  Elijah  Sylvester,  who  worked  planking  on  many 
of  the  vessels,  and  helped  to  get  them  down  river;  Job  Hall, 
Abner  Magoun ;  also  Wm.  Corlcw,  or  Bill  Corlew,  as  he  was 
familiarly  known,  who  was  a  descendant  of  Edward,  who  came 
from  the  north  of  England  prior  to  1730,  and  was  wrecked  on 
the  beach  near  the  mouth  of  North  River.  Many  were  lost,  but 
Edward  wtis  among  the  saved.  William  was  a  good-heaited 
fellow,  but  iinally  succumbed  from  too  nmch  indulgence  in  the 
"ardent,"  a  result  too  conunon  even  at  this  day.  Ephniim  Stet- 
son ke|)t  a  grog-shop,  where  the  drug-store  now  is,  at  tlio  Four 
Coniei*s.  That  corner  wjis  called,  by  the  temperance  people, 
''  Stetson's  Shoals."  The  following  letter,  on  the  death  of  Bill 
Corlew,  written  by  Squire  Wood  to  an  old  ship-builder,  ex- 
plains itself: 

**  Tuesday  Morning,  Nine  O'clock. 

Dear  Sir: — I  hasten  to  inform  you  of  the  melancholy  tidings- 
just  received,  of  the  loss  of  the  *  Bill  Corlew,'  an  old  and  success- 
ful steamer  of  250-horsc  power.  The  *  Hill  Corlew'  has  had  her 
hull  frequently  strained  and  damaged,  while  beating  in  the  fog  off 
and  on  ^  Stetson's  Rocks,'  and  though  she  has  long  successfully 
navigated  herself,  yet  repeated  disasters  had  so  enfeebled  her  that  her 
boiler  failed  about  eight  o'clock  this  morning,  and  she  immediately 
sank,  beyond  soundines,  of  course,  a  total  loss.  The  Distilleries  of 
New  England,  by  whom  the  '  Bill  Corlew '  was  wholly  owned, 
will  shortly  have  a  meeting  to  settle  her  concerns,  and  probably  pur- 
chase or  charter  one  or  more  steamers  to  supply  her  place.  It  is  not 
expected  that  it  will  be  so  difhcult  as  it  has  been  to  supply  steamers 
on  this  dangerous  navigation,  as  it  is  reported  that  the  '  Massachu- 
setts Charitable  Society '  intend  furnishing  several  safety  barges  to 
ply  off  *  Stetson's  Rocks,'  to  relieve  those  who  may  be  wrecked 
thereon,  and  save  them  from  the  bottomless  gulf  that  beats  upon  this 
dangerous  place.  And  it  is  fiuther  currently  reported  that  some 
humane  members  of  the  '  Hanover  Temperance  Society,'  residing 
on  the  borders  of  said  Rocks,  are  now  daily  acquainting  themselves 
with  this  navigation,  not  to  supply  the  pl.ice  of  the  '  Bill  Corlew,' 
but  with  the  laudable  design,  no  doubt,  of  administering  relief  to 
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those  unfortunate  souls  who  are  here  obliged  to  sacrifice  their  com- 
forts and  their  lives.  Any  further  information  shall  be  promptly 
communicated. 

Yours,  &c.,  Spy. 

P.  S. — The  '  Bill  Corlew'  was  launched  in  Scituate  about  the  year 
1770;  originally  built  on  the  low-pressure  principle,  but  altered  to 
that  of  the  high-pressure  about  twenty-five  years  since,  since  which, 
by  the  daring  inclination  of  her  commander,  she  has  always  borne 
the  highest  steam.  It  is  not  known  whether  any  passengers  were  on 
board  at  the  time  her  boiler  failed ;  if  so,  they  must  have  made  a 
hasty,  though  reluctant  retreat.  All  property  on  board  was  inevita- 
bly lost,  and  not  a  wreck  is  lefl  behind." 

ITo  Icil  no  descendants.  The  next  vessels  built  and  launched 
in  1801  were  the  ship  **  FAME  "  and  the  brig  •*  FAME."  These 
two  vessels  were  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  time.  Among  the 
ship-carpenters  employed  were  Benj.  Dwelley,  uncle  to  Capt. 
Nathan  Dwelley,  and  great-uncle  to  Robert  E.  Dwelley,  of 
Hanover;  Nathaniel  Stctscm,  Enos  Palmer,  Job  Hall,  Elisha 
Curtis,  dr.,  and  Jaboz  Withercll.  Johiali  and  Albeit  Sniiili 
built  these  vessels  together.  The  same  year  they  launched  the 
Brig't'n  "CAMILLA,'*  108  tons,  for  Stephen  Gorham,  Boston. 
The  ship-carpenters  were  Benj  Bass,  Enos  Palmer,  and  others. 
Josiah  Smith,  Jr.,  builder.  The  sixth  and  last  vessel  launched 
in  1801  was  the  ship  ''MARY,"  211  tons,  of  Boston.  Built 
for  William  H.  Bonnan,  Josiah  Smith,  Jr.,  builder.  Benj. 
Bass  and  the  carpenters  who  were  employed  upon  the  other 
vessels,  worked  on,  or  furnished  material  for,  the  **  Mary." 

The  next  year,  the  SmitJis  built  three  vessels :  The  sloop 
"MIICCTOR,"  (U  ions,  built  in  1802  by  Josiah  and  AllKut 
Smith;  and  the  same  year,  1802,  the  sloop  ''BETSEY,"  M 
tons,  built  by  Josiah  Smith,  and  sold  to  Plymouth  ;  afterward 
owned  by  Samuel  and  Abel  Lunt,  of  Newburypoit,  This  was 
probably  the  same  "Betsey"  which  is  recorded  at  the  Boston 
Custom  House  as  having  been  "  taken  by  the  French,  papers 
detained,  and  vessel  destroyed."  The  ship  "PEARL"  was 
built  in  1802,  by  Josiah  Smith,  Jr.,  and  Benjamin  Hass,  Jr.,  for 
Cai)t.  Albert  Smith. 

Benjamin  Bass^  who  built  here,  in  company  with  Josiah 
Smith,  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Bass,  tii*st  pastor  of 
the  First  Church  in  Hanover.  He  lived  on  Broadway,  near  the 
corner  of  Spring  street,  in  the  house  later  occupied  by  his-  son 
Elisha,  and  where  Cliarles  Dyer  now  resides.  Benj.  Bass  has 
descendants  living  in  Rockland. 
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In  1803  was  built  tlie  ship  "  AMERICA,"  280  tons,  of  Balti- 
more, by  Josiah  Smith,  master  cai'penter ;  Miller  Smith,  master ; 
Albert  and  Miller  Smith,  owners ;  and,  in  1804,  the  ship 
**  MERCHANT,"  263  tons,  of  Boston ;  Josiah  Smith,  master 
carpenter.  In  1804-5,  Milliar  Smith  built  a  ship  for  Ca])t. 
Albert  Smith.  There  was  also  built  here  in  1805,  the  ship 
« INTREPID,"  282  tons,  of  Plymouth;  Josiah  Smith,  master 
carpenter;  owned  by  Thomas  Smith,  Pembroke,  and  Albert 
Smith,  Ilnnovcr.  Thoy  built  two  vessels  in  180(> :  Tlic  ship 
**Lri)lA,"  280  Ions,  of  New  Bedford,  Josiah  Smith,  nwister 
carpenter;  and  their  second,  ship  "NEPTUNE,'*  278  tons,  of 
Boston ;  owners,  Thomas  Smith  and  others ;  Josiah  Smith,  mas- 
ter carpenter.  This  "  Neptune  "  was  lost  at  sea  in  1807.  In 
1807,  Thomas  Smith  built,  in  Hanover,  the  ship  "UNION,'" 
231  tons.  Owncra,  Albert  Smith,  Hanover;  Thomas  Smith, 
Pembroke  ;  Milliar  Smith,  Scituate,  and  others.  The  same  year, 
Josiah  built  the  Sch.  "PILGRIM,"  62  tons,  which  he  sold,  in 
1809,  to  Albert  Smith  and  Edward  Eells.  After  the  "Pil- 
grim," the  Smiths  did  not  build  any  vessels  alone,  but  were 
interested,  especially  Josiah,  in  the  vessels  built  by  the  Eells 
for  sevei-al  years ;  and  in  1810,  Josiah  Smith  and  Edward  Eells 
built  a  schooner  in  company. 

In  1811,  William  Ddano^  built  a  large  ship  in  Hanover,  and 
probably  at  this  yard,  viz. :  ship  "  LADY  GALLATIN,"  358 
tons,  of  Hanover,  William  Delano,  master  carpenter;  Miller 
Smith,  nijister.  It  took  a  groat  deal  of  liquor,  in  those  days, 
to  build  a  vessel,  which  was  charged  to  the  vessels  <is  w:is  the 
material  used  in  building  them.  This  was  done  on  all  the 
yards.  The  following  are  copies  of  two  charges  from  an  old 
account  book  :  **To  78  gallons  West  India  Rum,  drunk  in  the 
summer  of  1811,  while  at  work  on  vessel  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦^  $104.'* 
In  1813,  "  To  80  gallons  Gin  and  Rum,  from  March  22nd  to 
August  25th,  at  9s.,  $120.''  Later,  the  use  of  liquors  was  dis- 
continued in  the  yards. 

In  1789,  the  Sch  "REVENUE,"  27  tons,  was  built  in  Han- 
over, and  owned  by  Robert  and  Barzilla  Eales,  Hanover ;  An- 
thony Waterman,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Scituate.  It  was  afterward  sold 
to  Beverly.  This  was  probably  built  by  "  Bezal "  Eells,  as  they 
used  to  call  him,  who  was  a  shipwright,!  but  at  what  yard  he 


•  See  Wanton  Yard  Chapter,  Sdtnate. 

t  See  Bantow  Yard  Chapter,  for  account  of  the  EeUMS. 
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built  is  not  known.  Edward  and  Samuel  Eclls  succeeded  to 
the  Smith  Yard  about  1809-10.  (Samuel  Eells  was  Adjutant 
of  the  First  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  Second  Rejifiment,  Scituate 
Militia,  1813.)  They  built  the  Sch.  "MEUT,"  131  tonn,  at 
Hanover ;  ownei*s,  Albert  and  Milliar  Smith  and  Edward  Eells ; 
nnd  the  ship  "SAMUEL,"  310  tons;  ownei-s,  Josiah  Smith, 
Edward  and  Samuel  Eells,  after  whom  it  was  probably  named. 
In  1811,  they  commenced  building  a  very  large  vessel,  which, 
owing  no  doubt  to  results  of  the  destructive  Embargo  Act,  was 
not  finished  until  1815,  when  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  Marcy.  This 
was  the  ship  "  EDWARD,"  built  in  1815,  346  tons,  two  decks 
And  three  masts,  length,  102  fcot,  breadth,  27  feet,  depth,  18 
feet ;  owners.  Miller  Smitli,  who  was  captain  of  her ;  Edwai'd 
Eells,  the  master  carpenter,  and  Samuel  Eells,  Hanover.  In 
1816,  they  built  a  brig,  which  was  their  last,  excepting  the  ship 
spoken  of  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter.  The  Eells  were, 
in  1817,   succeeded  by  the  Barstows,  as  stated  elsewhere. 

"Poets"  were  not  uncommon  among  the  ship-builders  on 
North  River,  and  the  Smith  Yard  had  one  who  put  in  rhyme 
many  of  the  occurrences  of  his  time.  A  party  of  prominent 
ship-builders,  and  men  interested  in  shipping,  went  to  Scituate 
Harbor,  on  horseback,  intending  to  go  lobstering,  an  excursion 
frequently  taken  in  those  days.  So  eventful  wjis  their  jouniey 
that  the  following  description  of  it  was  written,  which  many  of 
the  older  people  **  know  by  heart  "  : 

Come  now,  my  friends,  and  pray  attend. 

While  I  to  you  relate 
What  I've  been  told.     I'll  now  unfold 

Of and  his  mate. 

It  happened  so,  not  long  ago, 

There  sailed  a  Yankee  fleet ; 
While  on  their  route,  not  passage  out. 

They  met  with  a  defeat. 

From  Corners  Four,  their  course  they  bore* 

With  a  light  and  pleasant  gale ; 
Their  course  they  shaped  for  Scituate, 

While  under  easy  sail. 

While  on  this  tour,  six  knots  an  hour 

They  made  by  calculation, 
For  'twas  but  live  when  they  arrived 

At  their  point  of  destination. 
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They  moored  their  ship,  and  lowered  their  peak, 

And  hoisted  out  their  barge ; 
And  then  did  they,  without  delay, 

Their  cargo  soon  discharge. 

This  being  done,  they  then  begun 

To  be  a  little  merrie  ; 
And  round  did  pass  the  social  glass. 

While  all  hands  sung  out  **  Steady." 

Then  quickly  they  got  under  way, 

And  gave  the  sailing  cheer ; 
The  wind  was  light,  and  just  at  night 

They  all  for  home  did  steer. 

But  soon  came  on  a  direful  storm. 

Which  shattered  much  their  fleet ; 
And  e're  next  day  were  cast  away. 

And  founderecl  in  the  street. 

The  Frigate  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  was  driven  on 

The  little  smelt  brook  shoal ; 
And  then  she  bilged,  and  quickly  filled. 

And  lost  was  every  soul. 

The  ship  astern  could  now  discern 

Their  sad  and  doleful  fate ; 
And  then  to  save  did  dangers  brave. 

But,  ah  I  it  was  too  late. 

The  head  ship  wore,  and  down  she  bore, 

Under  a  press  of  sail, 
To  give  relief;  but  with  much  grief 

She  saw  her  efforts  fail. 

Then,  with  great  speed,  she  did  proceed 

To  examine  all  around  ; 
And  of  her  crew,  she  found  but  two 

Lie  prostrate  on  the  ground. 

One  of  them  fast,  with  a  lobster  gaft 

Directly  through  his  leg : 
So  bruised  was  he,  no  doubt  could  be,— 

They  took  him  up  for  dead. 

The  other  one  had  now  begun 

To  call  for  some  relief; 
For,  searching  round,  they  quickly  found 

He'd  loosened  all  his  teeth. 
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Nor  was  that  all,  for  in  his  fall, 

In  trying  to  get  by, 
On  that  stone  bsd  he  hit  his  head. 

Which  gave  him  one  black  eye. 

No  time  to  waste,  but  in  great  haste 

The  doctor  they  did  call ; 
He  examined  well  their  wounds,  to  tell 

If  he  could  cure  them  all. 

*'  Be  not  afraid,"  to  them  he  said, 
*'  Your  wounds  I  soon  shall  cure ; 

Now  go  to  bed,  and  grease  your  head,— 
From  harm  you  are  secure." 

And  now  'tis  passed,  and  they  at  last 

Are  likely  to  recover ; 
The  doctor  says,  in  thirty  days 

They  both  may  take  another. 


CHAPTER    VII. 


BARSTOW'S  "TWO  OAKS,"  AND  LOWER  YARDS. 

1760 — 1846. 


THOMAS  BAR8TOW,  OAPT.  ROIIERT  LENTIIAL  EELLS,  NATHANIEL 
BAK8TOW,  THOMAS  BAR8TOW,  JR.,  COL.  JOHN  B.  BAR8TOW, 
DBA.  ELIJAH  BAR8TOW,  ABNER  STETSON,  MICHAEL  TORD,  JR., 
ISRAEL  H.  SHERBIAN,  COL.  JOHN  BAILEY,  CAPT.  ELIJAH  BAR- 
STOW.  JR. ,    BARKER   TURNER,    JOSEPH   S.    BATES. 


'pHOMAS  BARSTOW  and  Capt.  Robert  Lenthal  Eells  built 
*  at  the  yard  marked,  until  within  comparatively  a  few  yeaii*, 
by  two  gif^aniic  white  oaks,  at  hunt  three  centuries  old.  The 
yard  was  located  between  Isaac  Perry's  and  Paige's  yards.  It 
was  occupied  byMessi*s.  Bai^stowitKells  for  about  thirty  years, 
when  they  were  succeeded  by  Mr.  Barstow's  sons.  Tliowas 
Barstow  was  son  of  Benjamin  and  grandson  of  William.  (See 
Bridge  Yard.)  He  was  bom  Feb.  27,  1732,  and  died  in  1797. 
He  lived  in  Norwell,  near  Palmer's  Bridge,  by  the  Third  Her- 
ring Brook,  where  now  resides  his  gmndson,  Capt.  Elijah  Bar- 
stow.  During  the  Revolution  he  built  seveml  small  privateei-s, 
some  of  which  were  for  Mr.  Derby,  of  Salem.  It  was  his 
brother  James  who  built  at  the  old  yard  by  the  Bridge.  His 
brother  Gideon,  also  his  nephews,  Gideon,  Wilson,  Benjamin, 
Elias,  and  his  grand-nephews,  James,  Calvin,  Wilson,  and  Na- 
than H.,  were  ship-builders  in  Mattapoisett,  where  many  of 
their  descendant**  now  live.  He  was  great-grandfather  of  Benja- 
min B.  and  Herbert  Torrey,  of  Hanover. 

In  1792,  Joshua  Barstow,  proprietor  of  Barstow's  Forge  (see 
Clmpter  I.),  had  a  vessel  built  by  his  cousins,  and  named  it 
after  his  Forge.    1792.  Sip. ,  afterward  Sch. ,  "  NEW  FORGE," 
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37  tons,  of  Hingham ;  ownei-s,  Geo.  Turner,  Nathl.  Gushing, 
Tho3.  Hubbard,  Joshua  Barstow,  and  others.  She  was  built  in 
Hanover.  The  second  member  of  the  finii,  Capt.  Robert  Len- 
thai  JEellSy  was  a  direct  descendant  of  John,  through  Samuel, 
and  Nathaniel  and  Samuel.  John  was  among  the  early  settlei*s 
of  Dorchester.  His  son  Sanmcl  connnaudcd  a  garrison  at  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  in  King  Philip's  War,  1676,  and  married  Anna, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Lenthal,  for  whom  Capt.  Robert 
was  named.  Nathaniel,  son  of  Samuel,  a  graduate  of  Harvard, 
1699,  was  a  minister  over  the  Second  Church  in  Scituate,  and 
married  Hannah  North,  of  Hingham,  aunt  of  Frederick,  Lord 
North  (afterward  Prime  Minister  of  fJcorgo  HI.).  SannuO, 
son  of  Nathaniel,  was  also  u  minister,  and  man-ied  llaimah, 

f;reat-granddaughter  of  Rev.  William  Witherell,  of  Scituate.* 
]!apt.  Robeil  Lenthal  Eells  lived  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  residence  of  his  great-grandson,  Robert  E.  Dwelley,  at  Han- 
over Four  Ciorners.  During  his  partnei*ship  with  Thomas  Bar- 
stow,  lie  snporint-onded  the  iron  work  of  the  vessels,  and  Mr. 
Bai'stow  the  wood  work.  Cai)t.  Eells'  blacksmith  shop  stood 
on  one  of  Hanovei-'s  Four  Comers,  near  his  residence,  and  op- 
posite the  hotel  property.  The  black  earth  in  the  field  now 
marks  the  spot.  Capt.  Eells  also  did  the  iron  work  of  vessels 
built  at  many  of  the  other  yards.  His  sons  Robert  and  Joseph 
succeeded  him  in  the  iron  or  blacksmith  trade.  His  sons  Ed- 
ward and  Samuel  were  shipwrights,  and  built  at  North  River 
(see  Smith  Yards)  ;  also  his  nephew,  Bezal,  who  died  in  Mnine. 
Ca])t.  Robert  Ijcnthal  Kclls  was  one  of  tlic  wealthiest  citizens 
of  his  day.  lUrry  wiys,  "  jlo  was  an  (^xlcnsivo  landholder,  a 
man  whoso  chief  grcaln<^HS  consisted  in  tlio  <;roalnrss  of  his 
soul ;  of  unbounded  hospiUdity,  charitable,  patriotic ;  an  able 
officer  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  who  opened  his  doors 
cheerfully  to  all  who  were  engaged  in  that  struggle,  and  whose 
daughters  evinced  their  zeal  for  liberty  in  ministering  to  the 
wants  of  the  soldiers,  and  in  manufacturing  cartridges  for  the 
use  of  the  companies  enrolled  in  the  town."  His  daughter  Bet- 
sey married  Col.  John  Ji.  liarslx)w,  and  his  daughter  Lucy  mar- 
ried Dea.  Elijah  Barstow,  who,  with  his  brother.  Col.  John, 
succeeded  to  the  business  at  this  yard.  In  other  words,  two 
sisters  mamed  two  brothera,  so  their  descendants  are  doubly 
related  to  this  firm.     The  late  John  P.  Eells,  whose  widow  now 


*  For  a  complete  account  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Belif  family,  see  Barry's  Hli- 
locyof  Hanover. 
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resides  at  Hanover  Four  Gomel's,  with  her  daughter  Harriet  L., 
was  a  grandson  of  Capt.  Robert  and  son  of  Samuel,  who  built 
on  the  Smith  Yard.  John  Pierce  Kells  was  born  Aug.  12, 
1822;  married  Anna  Mitchell,  Jan.  5,  1848.  She  was  bora 
Oct.  10,  1823.  Their  children  were:  1.  Annie  Elizabeth, 
born  Nov.  3,  1849 ;  married  Fred.  Stetson,  April  3,  1872,  and 
have  children :  Ethel  Pierce,  bora  April  26,  1876 ;  Una  Wil- 
liams, bora  Jan.  3,  1878;  Helen  Wood,  born  Sept.   6,  1879. 

2.  Martha  Fobcs,  born  Nov.   10,   1854;  died  June  6,  1856. 

3.  Harriet  Liouise,  born  July  5,  1859.  John  Pierce  Eells  died 
Nov.  25,  1883. 

No  very  large  vessels  were  built  by  this  firm.  The  merchants 
used  smaller  vessels  in  their  trade,  large  numbers  of  such  craft 
l)eing  employed  in  the  early  paii;  of  the  eighteentli  century, 
in  commerce  with  tlie  West  Indies,  talking  out  beef,  pork,  fish, 
and  oil,  and  bringing  back  rice,  pitch,  8[)ices,  and  logwood, 
rum  and  sugar.  Later,  when  the  whaling  business  increased, 
there  was  a  demand  for  larger  vessels,  and  their  successors 
built  next  to  the  hirgest  vessels  built  in  Hanover.  Messrs. 
Baretow  and  Eells  were  both  born  in  February,  1732.  They 
were  cousins,  and  always  companions  in  life.  Mr.  Eells  died 
in  1800.  Thomas  Barstow  married  Sarah  Studley,  and  had 
children  :  Sarah,  bora  Nov.  27,  1754  ;  Thomas,  born  Dec.  20, 
175(1;  liolwcca,  born  March  8,  175!);  Natli.,  born  Oct.  10, 
1761  ;  John  Burden,  born  Jan.  15,  1764,  who  died  Aug.  6, 
1854,  aged  ninety  yeai-s ;  Molly,  born  Aug.  1,  1768;  Elijah, 
bora  Feb.  13,  1771. 


John  B.  Barstow  was  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Second  Regiment* 
1HI5.  The  Parade  (J rounds  were  located  on  the  Indian  Fields,' 
in  IVnibroke,  east  side  of  the  ponds.  John  Burdin  Bai*stow, 
third  son  of  Thomas  Bai^stow  and  Sarah  Studley,  born  Jan.  15, 
1764;  married  Betsey  Eells,  second  daughter  of  Robert  Len- 
thal  Eells  and  Ruth  Copeland.  Children:  1.  Sarah,  born 
May  21,  1788;  mamed  Joseph  S.  Bates.  2.  Betsey  Eells, 
born  Sept.  22,  1789.  3.  John,  born  Feb.  17,  1791.  4.  Jane, 
born  July  24,  1792;  married  David  llersey.  5.  Ilimnah,bora 
Jan.  27,  1794.  6.  Edward,  born  Aug.  27,  1795.  7.  Robert, 
mariner,  lK)ra  Feb.  1,  1797  ;  died  in  England,  Oct.  13,  1818. 
8.  Benjamin,  shipmaster,  bora  Dec.  15,  1799.  9.  Salome, 
born  July  24,  1801 ;  married  Haviland  Torrey,  son  of  Wm. 
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Torrey,  of  Plymouth.*  Dea.  Elijah  manned  Lucy  Eells,  sis- 
ter of  Col.  John  B.  Barstow's  wife,  and  died  in  1842.  They 
had  children:  Nathaniel,  bom  Aug.  1,  1799;  Lucy,  bom 
Dec.  22, 1801 ;  Elijali,  bom  Oct.  2,  1805,  now  living  ;t  Edwin, 
bom  July  30,  1811 ;  Abby,  bom  Dec.  6,  1812 ;  Andrew,  bom 
Dec.  30,  1813.  Andrew  left  Caldera,  So.  America,  Oct.  2, 
1856,  master  of  the  Salem  ship  ^^Lantao,"  and  was  never  heard 
from  after. 

Thomas  Barstow's  four  sons  succeeded  him  in  the  business. 
Later,  Nathaniel  withdrew,  and  went  to  Camden,  Me.,  where 
he  died.  Thomas,  Jr.,  John  B.,  and  Elijah  then  built  until 
1818,  when  Thomas  retired,  and  Col.  John  B.  and  Dca.  Elijah 
continued  in  business  until  1832,  when  Elijah,  Jr.,  sonof  Dea. 
Elijah,  bought  out  his  uncle,  and  went  in  business  with  his 
father,  where  he  continued  until  1841.  The  Barstows  built  one 
whaler,  for  Nantucket,  that  was  fifty-eight  years  old  at  last 
accounts.  The  first  vessel  I  have  any  account  of,  built  by  the 
succcHHors  to  the  old  firm,  was  in  1799,  ship  **RODOLPH 
FUEDEllICK,"  271  tons,  of  Boston,  built  in  Hanover,  by  John 
B.  and  Elijah  Bai-stow.  Tliomas,  John  B.,and  Elijah  Barstx^iw, 
in  company,  built,  in  1800-1,  a  shlp^  name  unknown ;  also,  in 
1800,  Sch.  "  LUCRETIA,"  114  tons,  of  Boston  ;  John  B.  Bar- 
stow,  master  caiT^enter.  1801.  Sch.  "FREDERIC,"  107  tons, 
of  Boston,  for  Nathl.  Goddard ;  John  B.  Barstow,  master  car- 
penter. 1802.  A  schoonei'y  name  unknown.}  1803.  Ship 
••POCAHONTAS,"  279  tons,  of  Boston,  for  Capt.  John  Hol- 


*  For  genealogy  of  the  Bontow  family.  Bee  Barry's  History  of  Hanover. 

t  See  Briggs'  sbipyartl  and  genealogy 

X  Articles  of  an  agreement  made  and  concluded  on  by  and  between  Thomas  Barstow 
and  Elijah  Barstow,  of  Scituate,  and  John  B.  Barstow,  of  Hanover,  all  in  the  County 
of  Plymoath,  shipwrights,  of  the  one  part,  and  Jonathan  Philips  and  Matliew  Allen, 
both  of  Harwich,  in  the  County  of  Barnstable,  mariners,  as  the  other  part,  witnesseth 
that  the  said  Thomas,  John,  and  Elijah,  doth  a^ree  to  build  tktchooner  of  the  following 
dimentions,  viz. :  torty-Hve  feet  keel,  sixteen  teet  eight  inches  tieam,  and  five  feet  eight 
inches  in  the  hold,  Kcdcral  nicasurcinent.  The  said  Thoiumt,  John,  and  Elijah  further 
agree  t«>  build  said  HclKNUicr  of  giNNl  warriuibiblo  tinilior  mid  plank,  nuti  to  ir«in  licr  widl 
in  every  part,  un«l  to  liulsli  the  hull  conipleto.  Including  npart:.  j«»lnerN*  work,  painting 
the  outside,  glazing  the  cabin  windows,  and  to  build  the  cliininev,  grave  her  bottom,  pay 
her  waste  and  decks,  and  tind  one  pomp,  and  to  launch  said  schooner  by  the  7th  day  of 
April  next,  in  consideration  of  which  the  said  Jonathan  and  Mathew  do  aggree  to  pay 
twenty-six  dollars  per  ton,  in  manner  following,  viz. :  Six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
when  the  schooner  is  launched,  and  the  remainder  by  the  last  day  of  November  follow- 
ing, and  to  give  good  security  and  interest  from  the  day  said  vessel  is  launched.  In  wit- 
ness whereof  we  have  hereto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this  22d  day  of  November,  1802. 

JONATHAN  PHILIPS, 
MATHBW  ALLEN. 
WitneM :— Joseph  Eblls, 

Edmund  Sylvester. 
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land,  Jr.,  and  Nathl.  Goddard,  John  B.  Baixtow,  muster  car- 
l>entcr;  and,  in  1803,  the  Sch.  "ADAMS,"  77  tons,  for  Dux- 
luiry  parties.  The  brijj  "  ( /ENT  "  was  huilt  by  the  Bai-stows  in 
early  times ;  also  the  ship  "  IIKNNFITA,"  for  Nathl.  Goddard. 
In  1804  they  built  a  shij)  for  Isaac  Shearnion.  In  1805,  they 
built  three  ships ;  first,  ship  ""  PROTECTION,"  270  tons,  of 
New  Bedford. 

The  second  was  the  ship  ''  FRANCIS,"  a  whaler,  of  291  tons. 
This  vessel  wjis  taken  by  Sir  George  Cockburn  during  the  War 
of  1812,  but  was  subsequently  released.     Sir  George  Cockburn 
was  detailed  by  the  British  Government  for  cruising  on  the 
American  coast,  and  assigned  the  **  Albion, "an  eighty-four  gun 
ship.     He  took  the  ^  Fitincis,"  off  Montauk,  south  of  Massoclm- 
setts.     Later,  he  was  at  the  burning  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
Afler  he  returned  to  England,  he  was  ordered  to  the  war  ship 
*'  Noilhumberland,"  to  tsike  Napoleon  to  St.  Helena.     A  young 
man  named  liiitcliff  was  with  Sir  George  during  all  of  the  above 
time,  and  in  1820  was  cast  away  on  Nantucket,  where  he  after- 
ward lived  and  died.     He  was  very  fond  of  telling  how  Napo- 
leon used  to  pinch  his  ears,  and  talk  to  him.     The  **  Francis  " 
was  whaling  in  the  Pacific,  under  Capt.  Barzillai  Cofiin,of  Nan- 
tucket, in  1816.     She  was  sold  in  1825,  and  foundered  at  sea 
in  1826.     Tlie  third  vessel  built  in  1805  wjus  the  ship  "  HEN- 
RI I<7rTA,"  279  tons,  of  Boston,  John  B.  Barstow,  master  car- 
penter.    In  1806,  they  built  the  ship  ''HENERY,"  owned  at 
one  time  in  New  Bedford  ;  in  1807,  a  .sAe/>,  sold  to  Capt.  Bar- 
nea,  Nantucket;  in  1808,  a  ship^  sold  to  Capt.  Elijah  Nicker- 
son;  in  1809,  ship  "GOVERNOR  GORE,"  302  tons,  of  Bos- 
ton, for  Thomas  Hazard.    In  1810,  a  shipy  sold  to  Capt.  Gibbs ; 
and,  in  1810,  a  ship^  sold  to  Ebenezer  Nickei-son.     In  1811, 
the  ship  •*  ELIZA  ANN,"  312  tons,  of  Boston.     This  vessel 
wjus  cast  away  on  Sumatra,  Au^.  19,  1819,  and  was  a  total  loss. 
The  ship  "ANN  "  was  launched  April,  1815,  after  laying  on  the 
stocks  during  the  War  of  1812.     She  was  of  340  tons,  built  for 
Capt.  Ililler,  New  York.     In  1816,  they  built  a  ship^  probably 
the  "  FRANCIS,"  for  a  Mr.  Marcy ;  and  the  same  year,  1816, 
the  "  HYCSO,"  290  tons,  for  Zenas  Coffin,  of  Nantucket.     She 
was  lost  on  Iluakeine,  Society  Islands,  182(5.     In  1817,  they 
built  the  Sch.  "MARINER,"  for  Capt.  Smith,  of  Nantucket. 
This  vessel  Lasted  many  years,  and  was  finally  sold.     Also,  in 
1817,  a  si'Jtooner^  for  Mr.  Eldridge,  of  the  Cajw.    They  launched 
t\Yo  vessels  in  one  month  in   1817:    Sch.  "LEADER,"  April, 
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1817,  a  Baltimore  packet,  96  tons,  for  Jonathan  Smith,  Nan- 
tucket; and  the  ship  **  INDEPENDENCE,"  April,  1817,  a 
whaler,  of  311  tons,  for  George  Swain,  Nantucket. 

The  ship  **  Independence  "  wtxn  whalinp;  in  1817,  and  in  1819, 
Capt.  Swain,  after  filhng  this  ship  in  tlio  Pacific  Ocean  witli 
1388  bnrrcls  of  Hpcnn  oil,  r>()8  of  wimlo  oil,  snid  ilisit  no  ship 
could  fill  again  with  sperm  oil.  After  whaling  in  the  Pacific 
many  years,  she  was  lost,  under  Capt.  Isaac  Brayton,  on  Star- 
buck's  Island,  South  Pacific  Ocean,  with  1800  barrels  of  speim 
oil,  in  1837.  This  was  the  last  vessel  built  by  this  firm, 
Thomas,  Jr.,  retiring  this  year. 

In  1838,  the  Sell.  "OUTESIK,'*  99  tons,  of  ScituaUs  wjw 
built  in  Hanover,  just  above  Barstow's  Yard,  on  the  old  Stock- 
bridge  place,  by  Abner  Stetson,  Michael  Ford,  Jr.,  and  Israel 
H.  Shennan,  of  Scituate,  and  owned  by  them,  James  Jenkins, 
Geoige  M.  Allen,  of  Scituate,  Martin  Curtis,  and  Horace  Stet- 
son, of  Hanover,  and  others.  When  Joshua  Stetson  was  work- 
ing in  the  Navy  Yard,  the  Commodore,  who  had  a  donkey  that 
he  was  very  fond  of  and  often  had  in  the  yard,  came  along,  and 
asked  "Josh"  what  he  thought  of  his  donkey.  **  Well,''  said 
Josh,  'Mf  he  had  epaulettes  on  his  shoulders,  I  think  he  would 
resemble  our  Commodore  very  much."  Israel  H.  Sherman  was 
born  in  the  house  on  the  "Old  Oaken  Bucket"  place,  on  Pond 
street,  in  Scituate,  and  still  lives  about  a  mile  below,  on  the 
same  street.  For  thirty  successive  years  he  worked  in  the  shii>- 
yards.  The  "Outesie"wa8  the  last  vessel  built  at  this  yard, 
and,  as  has  been  seen,  she  was  built  by  ship-caq>enters  found 
earlier  and  later  in  other  yards  on  Noilh  liiver. 

and  Col.  John 
B.  Barstow  con- 
s^  tinned  the  busi- 
ness, but  not  in 
the  old  yai*d. 
The  demand  was 
now  for  larger  vessels  for  the  whaling  business  of  Nantucket 
and  New  Bedford,  and  for  large  merchant  ships.  Numbere  of 
merchant  vessels  were  built  for  the  sons  of  John  B.  Barstow, 
in  New  York  City.  As  the  yard  at  the  l^co  Oak^  was  too  far 
up  to  build  such  largo  vessels,  the  now  firm  concluded  to  go  a 
few  rods  failhcr  down  stream,  and  tliereforo  secured  the  yard 
where  Edward  and  Samuel  Eells  had  been  building  a  few  ves- 
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sels,  and  occupied  previously  by  Albert  and  Josiah  Smith. 
Samuel  Eells  died  in  Hanover,  March  17,  1863,  aged  eighty- 
two  years. 

The  first  occupant  of  this  yard,  of  whom  we  have  any  knowl- 
edge, was  Col.  John  Bailey y  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  He  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Col.  Thomas' 
Regiment.  He  was  with  Col.  Thomas  at  Roxbury,  and  had 
charge  of  the  regiment  when  Col.  Thcmias  was  commissioned  as 
gontMnd  olliccr.*  Ho  j)rol)ably  built  here  previous  to  the  Rev- 
olulion.  Joseph  I/ouse  was  his  master  workman.  Prior  to  this 
time,  John  B.  Barstow  had  been  the  master  carpenter  of  the 
film.  When  the  two  brothers  started  in  their  new  yard,  it  was 
on  an  equal  footing,  and  both  attended  strictly  to  business.  An 
amusing  incident  occurred  at  this  yard  about  this  time.  It  is 
related  that  one  day  an  old  ship-builder  went  to  the  Four  Cor- 
ners for  a  jug  of  rum  for  the  yard,  (it  wa.s  the  cuHtoni  in  those 
days  lo  serve  grog  to  "all  hands"  at  II  a.m.  and  4  r.M.,)  and 
returning  to  the  yard  with  the  handle  and  part  of  the  noso 
knocked  off,  said,  "  Well,  boys,  I  met  with  a  shipwreck  on  the 
way  down."  "Yes,"  said  the  one  who  had  just  taken  the  firet 
serving,  "and  shipped  a  lot  of  water,  too." 

Four  vessels  lay  on  the  stocks  during  the  War  of  1812,  above 
Barstow's  Yard.  The  first  year  the  new  firm  occupied  this  yard, 
they  built  four  vessels,  which  was  the  best  year's  work  recorded 
on  any  yard  in  Hanover,  Smith's  excepted.  The  vessels  were 
launched  in  April,  May,  July,  and  November,  1818.  The  fii-st 
was  the  ship  "STATES,"  290  tons,  Capt.  David  Swain,  2nd, 
owned  by  Zenas  Coffin,  of  Nantucket.  In  1820,  she  was 
whaling  in  the  Pacific,  and  sold  to  New  York  after  making  two 
voyages  whaling  from  Nantucket. 

The  second  was  the  ship  "PERU,"  of  Nantucket,  257  tons, 
launched  in  May,  1818.  In  1820,  she  was  whaling  in  the  Pa- 
cific, under  the  conunand  of  Capt.  David  Harris.  About  1833, 
8he  was  changed  into  a  bark,  and  from  then  until  1804  was 
whaling  on  the  South  coast,  and  in  the  Pacific,  when  she  was 
sold  to  Williams  &  Haven,  of  New  London,  Conn.  Sfcirbuck, 
in  his  "History  of  American  Whale  Eishcrios,"  claims  that  the 
"Peru  "  was  the  fii*st  ship  brought  ov<».r  the  bar  at  Nantucket  by 
the  "Camels."    "Bells  were  rung,"  he  says,  "and  guns  fired, 


•  See  Brick  Kiln  Yard. 
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and  a  great  concourse  of  citizens  greeted  lier  arrival.**  The 
"Camels  **  were  pmctically  a  floating  dock,  with  which  vessels 
were  taken  over  the  bar  at  Nantucket.  The  **  Peru  **  was  tmns- 
fen-ed  about  1839-42.  On  Dec.  2,  1866,  while  the  "Peru** 
was  at  Honolulu,  H.  I.,  the  third  mate,  Cliarles  N.  Mai*sh,  died. 
March  2,  1872,  while  whaling  in  the  Atlantic,  a  Iwafs  ci'ow 
were  lost  by  capsizing,  in  1874,  she  was  sold  to  John  McCuI- 
lough,  of  New  Bedford,  and  in  1877  was  still  whaling  in  the 
Atlantic,  under  Capt.  Jasper  M.  Ears.  In  1883,  she  was  broken 
up  at  New  Bedford,  being  then  in  her  sixty ^ixth  year. 

Tlie  third  vessel  was  the  Sch.  "BANICER,**  launched  July, 
1818,75  tons,  David  Klliott,  IVovincet^jwn,  owner;  and  the 
fouiih,  which  wsis  launched  in  November,  1818,  was  the  ship 
*'CLAY,*'  299  tons,  of  Boston,  John  B.  and  Elijah  Barstow, 
master  caipentei*s.  She  was  built  for  a  merchantman,  com- 
manded by  Benj.  Hichens,  and  owned  by  Hon.  William  Gray, 
of  IVoston,  ancestor  of  William  Gray  Brooks,  Esq.,  formerly  of 
Hanover. 

William  Gray,  who  had  quite  a  number  of  ships  built  on 
Noith  River,  was  probably  the  largest  shii>-owner  ever  in  this 
country.  He  was  born  in  1750,  died  in  1825.  At  one  time 
he  is  said  to  have  owned  sixty  s^iuare-rigged  vessels.  He 
was  first  President  of  the  State  Bank,  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
when  Elbridge  Geny  was  Governor.*  From  1819  to  1833, 
the  Bai*stow8  built  one  or  two  vessels  each  year.  The  ship 
"WASHINGTON,"  lamuhed  1811),  whaler,  3(M)  tons,  was 
owned  by  Kcuben  Swain  and  Zenas  Collin,  Nantucket.  Capt. 
Thomas  Bai*stow  Donncll,  a  cousin  of  Elijah  Barstow,  went  in 
her  the  first  voyage.  He  left  her  for  the  grocery  business  in 
New  York,  and  was  prostrated  with  small  pox,  which  obliged 
him  to  give  up,  and  he  settled  in  Hanover,  where  his  widow  still 
resides.  He  died  March  8,  1805,  aged  sixty-one  years.  His 
descendants  are:  1.  Ruth,  married,  and  living  in  the  West. 
2.  Nancy,  deceased.  3.  •Icnnie,  now  widow  of  Henry  Pratt. 
4.  Reuben.  The  ship  "Washington,"  in  ISID,  wsls  whaling  in 
the  Pacific,  under  Capt.  Reuben  Swain,  2n(l ;  and  in  1825,  lost 
her  fii'st  mate,  David  Starbuck.  She  was  condemned  at  Oahu, 
Hawaiian  Island,  in  1849,  being  then  thirty  years  old. 

In  June,  1820,  they  launched  the  ship  "SPERMO,''  whaler. 


*  Drake's  Landmarks  of  Boston,  p.  20. 
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296  tons,  Capt.  Jsinics  Bunker;  Aaron  Mitchell,  Nantucket, 
owner.  She  was  whaling  in  the  Pacific  in  1820.  Sold  in  1823 
by  Aaron  Mitchell,  and,  while  in  the  merchant  service,  she 
founderod  at  sea,  and  all  hands  lost,  coming  from  Liverpool  to 
New  York,  in  1825.  The  next  vessel  built  at  this  yard  was  the 
ship  ''CONSTITUTION,"  325  tons,  launched  in  March,  1821. 
The  same  year  she  was  in  the  Pivcific,  whaling.  She  was  owned 
by  Zenas  CoflSn,  Nantucket;  Capt.  David  Swain,  2nd,  master. 
1826,  Capt.  Isaac  Chase,  who  wjis  then  master  of  hor,  it  is  re- 
polled  would  not  go  around  Ca|H5  Horn,  but  went  to  the 
"Banks,"  and  returned,  accusing  his  crew  of  mutiny.  From 
1830  to  185(5,  she  was  owned  by  C.  G.  and  II.  Coffin,  of  Nan- 
tucket, and  used  whaling  in  the  Atlantic,  Pacific,  and  Indian 
Oceans.  In  1847,  Mr.  Prince,  her  third  mate,  died  at  sea.  She 
was  whaling  until  1850,  when  she  was  condemned  at  Nantucket, 
then  thirty-five  years  old. 

In  Sept<5mber  of  the  same  year,  1821,  they  built  the  ship 
^^OENO,"  Cai)t.  G.  IJ.  Worth,  owned  by  Aaron   Mitchell,  of 
Nantuket,  328  tons,  used  in  the  Pacific,  whaling.     In  April, 
1825,  the  ship  "Oeno,"  then  under  Capt.  Samuel  Riddell,  and 
on  her  second  voyage,  struck  a  reef  near  Tuille  Island,  one  of 
the  Fejee  Group,  and  speedily  showed  signs  of  breaking  up. 
The  crew,  twenty-one  in  numlier,  took  to  the  boats,  and  landed 
u|)on  the  island,  lured  thither  by  the  friendly  motions  of  the 
natives;  but  when   iwhore  about  two  weeks,  a  trilw  from  a 
larger  island  visiled  the  one  upon  which  they  were,  und,  iinding 
them  unaimed,  massacred  all  but  one,  William  S.  Gary,  a  Nan- 
tucket boy,  who  escaped   after  several   years'   imprisonment 
among  them,  during  which  time  he  was  taken  care  of  by  a 
chiefs  wife.     He  came  home,  and  lived  many  yeai*s.     In  1822, 
the  finn  built  two  vessels.     The  first  wsis  launched  in  July,  the 
ship  "LYDJA,"  a2D  tons,  Cai)t.  Allen,  owned   by  Z.  Collin,  of 
Nantucket,  and  in  1825  slie  came  back  from  her  fii-st  voyage 
of  three  years   in   the   Pacific,  whaling,  with  2318  barrels  of 
sperm  oil.     She  returned  to  the  Pacific,  and,  when  under  Capt. 
Kdw.  C.  Joy,  W.1S   burned   at  sea,  off  Paita,  Peru,  Jan.  31, 
1833  ;  supi)osed  to  have  been  fired  by  one  of  her  crew.     The 
second,  the  brig  "THKNT,"  launched  'in  September,  1822,  249 
<4»ns,  was  connnanchMl  and  owned,  first  by  John  IJarstow,  then 
Eilw.  IJarstow,  Nathaniel  Barstow,  and  Air.  Foster,  who  died 
in  New  Orleans,  of  yellow  fever.     She  wjis  run  into  and  sunk 
in  the  Mississipi)i  River ;  afterward  raised,  and  commanded  by 
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Capt.  Freeman  Foster.  One  of  her  crew,  Henry  J.  Hitchcork, 
died  Nov.  10,  1826,  at  New  Orleans,  of  yellow  fever,  after  an 
illness  of  only  five  dnys,  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  ago. 
He  was  fii-st  mate  of  tie  brig  **  Trent,"  wlicn  comniandod  by 
Capt.  Edw.  Barstow.  It  is  siiid  that  he  wjis  very  nnich  afniid 
of  the  fever,  and  wtis  taken  down  with  it  just  as  the  vensel  wtxs 
ready  to  sail.  Capt.  Barstow  delayed  sailing  for  a  few  days, 
hoping  he  might  recover.  He  was  son  of  Dr.  Gad  Hitchcock, 
of  Hanson. 

The  ship  "  GOREE,"  launched  September,  1823,  336  tons, 
was  built  for  John  Barstow,  New  York,  and  finally  sold  to 
Stockholm,  Sweden.  In  July,  1824,  they  launched  the  ship 
•*  SELMA,"  266  tons.  She  was  a  cotton"  ship,  built  for  the 
Mobile  trade,  and  sold  to  Thomas  Longfield,  New  York.  She 
was  bought  from  New  York,  1833,  by  A.  H.  Seabury  &  Bro., 
of  New  liedford,  and  sent  to  the  Pacific,  whaling,  under  Capt. 
Jonathan  Nye.  Here  she  was  until  Sept.  9, 1841,  at  which  date 
she  was  burned  at  sea;  then  under  the  connuand  of  Gipt. 
Luce,  and  owned  by  G.  O.  Crocker  &  Co.,  of  New  Bedford. 
They  launched  the  Sch.  ** MENTOR"  in  May,  1825,  a  Balti- 
more packet,  98  tons,  Jonathan  Smith,  Nantucket,  owner.  Caji- 
sized  in  a  squall  oft*  the  Bahamas  in  1831,  and  two  men  lost; 
the  others  saved  by  a  Kennebec  vessel.  This  was  the  last 
schooner  he  owned.  There  wjis  built  at  this  yard,  in  1825,  ship 
"JOHN  &  ELIZABETH,"  295  tons,  of  New  York ;  John  B. 
and  Elijah  Barstow,  master  carpenters.  This  vessel  was 
launched  in  July,  and  sold  to  Capt.  John  Baivtow,  at  New 
York.  She  w:is  named  after  Col.  John  B.  Ifcirstow,  and  his 
M'ifo  Elizabeth.  The  ship  "John  &  Elizabc^th,"  whii'.li  liml  bo(»n 
sold  for  a  whaler,  arrived  in  New  London,  from  the  South  At- 
lantic, whaling,  in  1838,  with  200  barrels  of  sperm  oil  and 
2300  of  whale  oil.  From  1840  to  1858,  she  was  very  success- 
ful, whaling,  in  the  Indian  Ocean  and  off  the  Northwest  coast. 
In  1858,  she  belonged  to  Williams  &  Haven,  of  New  London, 
Conn.,  and  wjih  condeumed  and  broken  up  in  hvr  thiHy-fouHh 
year,  in  the  port  of  Honolulu,  H.  L,  in  September,  1S5S,  at 
which  time  she  sent  home  38  barrels  of  sperm  oil,  1770  of  whale, 
and  12,000  pounds  of  whalebone. 

In  1827,  the  ship  ** HANOVER,"  329  tons,  of  New  York, 
was  built  at  this  yard,  John  B.  and  Elijah  Bai-stow,  maxstcr  car- 
penters. She  was  owned  by  John  and  Edw.  Barstow,  of  New 
York,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  Benjamin  and  Capt.  Nathaniel 
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Bar8tx)w  i^espectively.  Also,  they  built,  in  1827,  ship  **  AMER- 
ICAN," 283  tons,  John  B.  and  Elijah  Barstow,  master  carpen- 
tei^s,  for  whaling,  and  launched  in  Auc]:ust.  She  was  owned  by 
8nnuiel  Ihmting,  of  S:i^  Jlarhor.  The  ship  "Aniericjui,"  in 
1827,  wns  oir  Tatagonia,  whaling,  under  Capt.  Geo.  Tost; 
afterward  she  was  in  the  South  Seas  ;  1829,  under  Capt.  Wm. 
A.  Jones,  oft'  Bnizil ;  1840-43,  under  command  of  Capt.  Cooper^ 
off  New  Zealand  and  Crozette  Island.  About  1843,  she  was 
changed  into  a  bark,  and  in  June,  184fi,  while  whaling,  under 
the  conmiand  of  (/apt.  Wni.  Vieixon,  off  the  Nortlnvest  coast, 
the  ciipUiin  and  three  men  were  lost,  by  a  whale  limning  over 
their  boat.  The  "  American  "  was  condemned  at  St.  Thomas  in 
August,  1848.  Whether  the  "Neptune  "  was  built  at  this  yard 
or  not,  it  has  been  impossible  to  prove,  but  it  is  more  than 
likely  she  was.  The  bark  "  NEFFUNE,"  338  tons,  two  decks, 
sixteen  feet  dnift,  copper  and  iron,  oak  and  cedar,  one  hundred 
and  six  feet  long,  twenty-seven  feet  broad,  WJis  built  in  Han- 
over, 1828  ;  owned  in  18(55  by  Garrels  &  Meyer,  Halifax,  Capt. 
Banker.  In  1828,  the  Bai-stows  built  a  vessel  for  Zenas  Coffin, 
of  Nantucket,  which  was  to  be  named  the  "jRtstny  Sun.*^ 
She  was  launched  in  June,  and  when  she  anived  in  Nantucket, 
Zenas  Coffin  w:is  lying  deiul.  His  son  lleniy,  who  later  owned 
the  vessel,  named  it  after  his  father:  the  ship  ''ZENAS  COF- 
FIN,** 338  tons,  17  feet  draft,  double-decked,  oak,  cop- 
per and  iron  listened.  She  wjis  whaling  in  the  Pacific  in  1828, 
and  in  her  fii'st  voyjige,  of  three  years,  she  got  2732  barrels  of 
spenn  oil,  then  under  Capt.  Joy.  In  1857,  her  owners,  C.  G. 
&  II.  Coffin,  of  Nantucket,  sold  her  to  New  York,  at  which  time 
she  sent  home  fifteen  thousand  dollars*  worth  of  bone  and  oil. 
In  1861  she  was  again  owned  by  II.  Coffin,  and  in  1863  by 
Starbuck  &  Co.,  Nantucket.  There  are  two  accounts  of  her 
ending,  —  one,  that  she  was  used  up  whaling  off  So.  America ; 
the  other,  which  I  believe  to  be  correct,  that  she  was  sunk  off 
Charleston,  to  obstruct  the  blockjule  runners ;  was  afterwards 
raised,  and,  in  1874,  owned  by  Garrels  &  Mayer,  at  Halifax, 
N.  S.,  then  sixty-six  yeai^s  old.  There  was  launched  at  this 
yard,  in  May,  1829,  the  Sch.  "SAItAH  &  BETSEY,"  85  tons, 
of  Hanover,  John  B.  Barstow,  owner ;  John  B.  &  Elijah  Bar- 
stow,  master  carpentera.  This  is  one  of  the  few,  if  not  iho 
only  vessel,  that  hailed  from  Hanover  as  its  home  port.  With 
Col.  liai-stow  for  its  owner,  and  named  after  two  of  Hanover's 
young  hulies,  it  ougiit  certainly  to  have  luul  a  successful  career, 
and  it  may  have  had.     What  finally  became  of  it  no  one  seems 
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to  know.  The  ** Sarah  &  Betsey"  was  named  after  Col.  Bar- 
stow's  two  oldest  daughters,  —  Sarah,  the  mother  of  John  B. 
Bates,  of  Hanover  Four  Comei*s,  and  Betsey,  who  died  un- 
married. 

In  Juno  of  the  same  year,  1820,  thoy  Inunclicd  the  nhip 
^COLUMBIA,'*  a  whaler,  285  tons,  Lutlicr  D.  Cook,  Sag 
Harbor,  owner.  She  was  used  whaling  off  the  coast  of  Brazil 
and  New  Zealand  and  in  the  South  seas,  1829  to  1845,  when 
jshe  was  changed  into  a  brig.  The  last  voyage  she  made  as  a 
ship  she  got  250  bbls.  of  sperm  oil,  2250  bbls.  of  whale  oil  and 
28000  lbs.  of  bone.  Slio  wsus  in  the  P^utific  and  South  Atlantic 
until  1862,  when,  in  her  34th  year,  she  was  sold  by  licr  owner, 
John  Budd  of  Sag  Harbor,  N.  Y.  Barstows  launched  the  ship 
^•PHENIX,'*  in  May,  1830,  a  whaler  of  314  tons,  built  for 
Luther  D.  Cook  of  Sag  Harbor.  Capt.  Elijah  Barstow,  then 
a  young  man,  was  stmck  accidentally  by  the  end  of  a  hawser, 
when  aboard  of  her,  while  she  was  lying  in  Boston,  which  broke 
his  arm.  The  "  Phcnix  "  was  whaling  in  the  Atlantic  from  1831 
until  1840,  when  Capt.  Topping  left  the  ship  and  came  home 
sick.  Capt.  Briggs  then  took  her  whaling  off  New  Zealand  and 
in  the  Indian  Ocean,  until  1849,  when  she  was  sold  to  Boston. 
They  launched  in  May,  1831,  ship  *•  MARYS,'' 329  tons,  of 
New  Bedford.  She  wiis  built  for  a  merchantman,  and  owned 
by  Capt.  Thomas  Barstow,  Charles  Russell  and  others.  It  was 
probably  she  who  was  lost  on  the  Island  of  Juan  Fernandez  in 
1833.  There  was  launched  in  Oct.,  1831,  the  ship  "WAliSAW," 
331  tons,  John  B.,  and  Elijah  Bai*stow,  M.  C.  She  was  built 
for  a  cotton  ship,  and  owned  by  C.  &  J.  Barstow  of  New 
York.  The  last  ship  built  while  Col.  John  B.  Bai-stow  was  in 
tliefinnwasintheyearl832,the8hip  '' CHARLES  &  HENRY," 
337  tons.  She  was  whaling  in  the  Pacific  from  1832  until  June, 
1845,  when  she  was  lost  on  Cordo.  After  the  above  vessel 
wn.s  finished,  Dea.  Elijah  Bai'stow  bought  out  his  brother's 
interest  and  took  in  his  son  Elijah,  Jr.,  who  put  in  what  he 
was  able  toward  buying  out  his  uncle,  and  together,  father  and 
son  built  until  1841.  Col.  John  B.  Baratow  died  in  Hanover, 
Aug.  6,  1854,  aged  90  years. 

is   now   living   at 

(J}  .ytu^frc^^^^^  apparently  perfect 

^  health,  working  on 

his  farm,  (the  old  Barstow  homestead  in  Norwell),  ten  and 
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twelve  hours  a  day,  and  ho  walks  to  church  and  back  every 
Sunday  with  a  step  much  lighter  and  faster  than  many  of  the 
young  men  of  to-day.  **He  was  born  in  Scituate,  Oct.  2. 1805, 
baptized  by  Rev.  Joseph  Barker,  Sept.  20,  1806.  He  was  the 
son  of  Dea.  Elijah  and  Lucy  fEells^  Bai-stow.  Mr.  Barstow 
worked  on  his  fathers  farm  until  nearly  seventeen  years  of  age, 
attending,  in  the  winter  season,  the  private  school  at  the 
Comera  that  was  taught  by  Rev.  Calvin  Walcot,  Mr.  Parker, 
Mann  Mann,  (a  somewhat  noted  female  teacher),  and  Afisa 
Mary  Tliomas.  Here  he  received  a  thorough  business  educa- 
tion. The  schoolroom  and  hall  was  over  what  is  now  Flavell's 
store.  This  was  before  the  Academy  was  removed  from  the 
centi-e  of  the  town.  In  1822  he  be^an  to  work  in  his  father's 
ship  yard  and  learned  the  art  of  shipbuilding.  The  first  vessel 
he  worked  on  was  the  'Trent.*  Mr.  Barstow,  like  most  boys 
who  are  brought  up  among  shipH,  decided  to  make  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  ship  'Goree,*  (built  here  in  1823,)  on  her  fii-st 
voyage.  She  wjis  connnanded  by  John  Barstow,  of  New  York, 
and  siiiled  to  New  Orleans  for  a  cargo  of  cotton.  Failing  to 
get  a  freight  at  New  Orleans,  she  sailed  around  to  Savannah, 
where  she  loaded  with  cotton,  which  she  safely  landed  at 
Providence,  11.  I.  She  was  finally  sold  to  parties  in  Stock- 
holm, Sweden.  On  the  ship's  arrival  at  Providence,  Mr. 
Barstow  returned  to  his  father's  ship  yard,  where  he  finisiicd 
his  tnule.  lie  worked  witii  his  fatiier  about  ten  years,  when 
he  married  Oirolino  ().,  daughter  of  Henry  Hriggs,  of  Scituato, 
an<l  went  housekeeping  in  tlio  old  Slockbridgo  Mansion,  that 
stood  upon  the  spot  now  occupied  by  E.  Q.  Sylvester's  resi- 
dence, near  the  North  Kiver  Bridge.  Hero  he  lived  two  years 
or  more,  when  he  removed  to  East  Boston,  and  built  three 
vessels  on  his  own  account.  Mr.  Barstow,  in  consequence  of 
losses  and  the  burning  of  his  workhouse,  retired  from  the  ship 
buHinesH  in  18(10,  and  Inis  followed  the  ploitsant  occupation  of  a 
fanner  for  the  past  nineteen  years,  robust  in  health  and  as 
active  as  most  men  at  sixty.  Mr.  Barstow  comes  of  a  long 
line  of  ship-builders  and  is  of  the  sixth  generation  that  have 
built  in  the  same  yards  from  North  River  Bridge  to  Sun.set  Hill. 
He  remembers  perfectly  well  the  war  of  1812,  when  so  many  of 
our  Hhi|>-l>uilders  were  ruined  by  the  bl(»ckado  established  ah»ng 
our  coswt  by  the  Ihitish,  iireventing  the  newly  built  vessels 
from  leaving  the  River.  From  the  briilge  to  Fosters  yard 
there  were  four  large  ships  on  the  stocks,  and  a  sentry  or  guard 
was  placed  at  every  yard  to  give  notice  of  any  attempt  on  the 
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part  of  the  enemy  to  enter  the  river,  as  had  been  the  case  at 
Scituate  Harbor,  where  the  English  man-of-war,  *  Bulwark/ 
had  destroyed  the  fleet  of  small  vessels  in  that  port.  Mr. 
Barstow  says,  *  Every  ship-builder  that  began  business  in 
Mcdford,  East  and  South  l^ton,  went  either  from  Scituate, 
llanovcr,  or  rembrnkc,  and  it  is  well  known  Uiut  Hanover 
furnished  the  workmen  that  carried  the  business  to  Rochester, 
Mattapoisett  and  Buzzaixl  Bay.'  He  had  two  children,  Albeit, 
who  diicd  in  18C3,  and  Henry,  who  married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren.* From  the  time  Dea.  Elijah  and  his  son  commenced 
building  in  company,  Elijah,  Jr.,  became  the  master  carpenter 
of  the  firm.** 

The  first  vessel  they  built  was  in  1833,  ship  •'SEAMEW," 
199  tons,  for  B,  C.  Clark,  of  Boston.  Mr.  Clark  delivered 
lectures  about  this  time,  in  ^Academy  Hall,"  Hanover,  on  **The 
Sea  and  Ship-building."  Also,  the  same  year,  1833,  bark 
•'TIBERIAS,"  298  tons,  for  Scars  &  Davis,  Boston.  1834. 
Bark  *•  HARRIOT,"  202  tons,  for  John  L.  Ilooiwr,  Marble- 
head.  1835.  Sch.  •'SARAH  WALES,"  99  tons,  for  Capt. 
Geo.  Manson,  and  others.  Elijah  Barstow,  Jr.,  Samuel  Tol- 
man,  Michael  Ford,  and  Elisha  Bass,  also  had  an  interest  in 
this  vessel.  They  built,  of  oak  and  pine,  the  same  year,  1835, 
Sch.  "WILLIAM  AVTLSON,"  121  tons,  Elijah  Barstow,  Jr., 
master  carpenter.  Built  for  Capt.  Ezra  H.  Riker,  of  Dennis, 
who  then  did  not  have  enou*i:h  to  jmy  for  ono-oiirhth  of  hor,  but 
who  died  leavin}«;  ovor  $1,(HM),0<X).  In  1Sa;),slicMva.sowniHl  by 
A.  Gibbs,  and  H:iilin<>;  iiudor  Vn\A,  IxmmI.  In  Wh^  spriH«>f  of 
1881),  she  was  seen  by  Tlionisis  H.  W:ilrrni:in  al  Kairliavon, 
then  lying  on  her  l)eam  ends,  having  Ihjou  used  the  pjist 
twenty  years  for  whaling.  The  Barstows  also  built,  in  1836, 
the  bark  **DAN1KL  WEBSTER,"  2G4  tons,  Charles  Cole,  of 
Boston,  Tlionuis  L.  Manson,  of  Scituate,  and  others,  ownei-s  at 
IVoston;  Elijah  Ifcirstow,  Jr.,  niiister  ejir|HMiter.  During  the 
next  three  yau'H  they  built  two  vesM^ls  a  year.  In  is;i7,  Si-li. 
•'HOME,"  VM\  tons,  for  Howes,  bi-other  of  Kzni  II.  Baker,  of 
Dennis,  afterward  of  Boston.  1837.  Sch.  TAULINE,"  148 
tons,  for  Charles  Cole,  of  Boston,  Geo.  Manson,  of  Scituate, 
and  othei-s;  and  in  1838,  brig  "WILLIAM  M.  ROGERS" 
(named  after  the  Boston  minister),  162  tons,  for  Geoi-ge  Tay- 
lor, of  Chatham  ;  Hardy  &  Baker,  agents.     Capt.  C.  B.  Graves 
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went  in  her  one  voyage  to  Philadelphia  in  1846.  In  1838, 
they  built  the  Sch. "  ALLEN,'*  127  tons,  for  George  Allen,  Scit- 
uate,  and  Charles  Cole  and  others,  IJoston.  She  was  afterward 
rigged  sis  a  hemiaphrodite  brig.  She  was  eonnnandcd  by  Capt. 
John  Manson,  of  Scituate  Harbor.  He  went  in  her  to  the  West 
Indies,  South  America,  Rio-de-Janeiro,  and  one  voyage  from 
San  Domingo  to  Boston,  with  coffee.  When,  at  the  end  of 
tliis  voyage,  he  made  fast  to  the  wharf  in  Boston,  he  met  with 
tlio  woi-st  Hhlpwrock  he  ever  h^id  in  his  life.  This  was  in  183S). 
The  "Allen"  wsis  lying  at  Foit  Hill  Wharf,  in  a  heavy  gale  of 
wind,  when  she  broke  adrift,  and  collided  with  another  vessel 
lying  at  LivcrjTool  Wharf.  A  third  vessel  came  outside  of 
this,  and  beat  liei*8elf  to  pieces,  and  sank.  The  "Allen  "  rode 
the  ^ale  veiy  well,  and  so  crowded  the  inner  vessel  that  she 
could  not  sink.  It  was  a  terrible  stonn,  and  a  great  many  lives 
and  vessels  were  lost  along  the  cosist.  Tiio  "  Allen  "  needed  a 
groat  dwd  of  repairing,  and  was  afterward  sold.  Prior  to  1830 
few  vessels  went  to  Provincetown  or  the  Cape,  but  from  about 
that  date  Cape  Cod  was  a  large  market  for  vessels  built  on 
North  River.  In  1839,  they  built  the  brig  T^VILDES  P. 
WALKER,"  188  tons,  of  Providence,  Fi-ost  &  Gurney,  for  the 
West  India  tmde,  Elijali  Bai*stow,  Jr.,  master  carpenter;  and 
the  same  year,  1839,  the  brig  "OCEAN,"  165  tons,  of  Boston, 
for  T.  Eldridgc,  Chathjmi ;  Elijah  Barstow,  Jr.,  numter  carpen- 
ter. She  was  used  as  a  Boston  and  Baltimore  packet  until 
1851,  wlion  slio  was  added  to  the  Sandwich  whaling  Hoot.  In 
1850,  her  rig  was  changed  to  a  bark,  in  18U4,  she  was  sold  to 
Sag  Harbor,  and  lost  in  1867.  In  1840,  the  bark  "IMOGENE," 
179  tons,  was  built  here,  Elijah  Barstow,  master  cai^pcnter. 
This  vessel  was  owned,  in  1846,  by  Wm.  G.  and  Abiel  S. 
Lewis,  of  Boston,  and  used  whaling  in  the  Atlantic.  They 
built  in  184  I ,  brig  "  SALINAS,"  162  tons,  for  NaMil.  Ilamblin, 
Charles  Cole,  and  othoi-s;  owned  in  1876  (thou  thiiiy-live 
years  old),  by  Cartwright  &  Ilanison,  at  the  Barbadoes. 

In  1841,  Capt.  Elijah,  Jr.,  gave  up  business  in  Hanover, 
temporarily,  and  went  to  East  Boston,  where  he  built,  during  the 
same  year,  the  bark  ^  SpartjoUy^  196  tons,  for  Province- 
town,  and  the  ship  "  Coluvibia^^*  329  tons,  for  Charles  and 
Henry  Coffin,  Nantucket,  which  was  condemned  atUpola,  1861, 
and  in  1842  a  vessel,  which  he  named  after  his  sons,  the  bark 
*^  Albert  Henry ^"^  200  tons,  commanded  by  his  brother,  Capt. 
Andrew  Barstow.     June  22,  1842,  his  father  died,  and  he  re- 
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turned  to  the  old  family  homestead  at  Norwell,  resmning  bad- 
ness at  his  father's  yard  at  Ilanover  in  1844. 

During  Capt.  BarstoVs  absence  in  East  Boston,  there  was 
built  at  fliis  yard,  in  1842,  the  Sch.  "  UOANOKE,"  99  tons,  for 
Elijah  Jenkins,  Jr.,  and  Sclh  Webb,  of  Scituate  Ilarlior.  She 
was  built  by  a  company,  including  Barker  Turner  and  Joseph 
S.  Bates.  In  1849,  tliis  vessel  was  bought  by  Cunningham  & 
Cobb,  of  Boston,  for  a  company  that  had  foraied  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  going  to  California,  mining.  The  memliers  of  this 
company  came  from  many  widely  sepanited  New  England 
towns ;  and  some  were  surprised,  in  looking  over  tho  shipping 
list,  to  find  tlie  names  of  relatives  and  friends  wl>o  had,  like 
themselves,  caught  the  California  gold  fever,  and  decided  to 
become  pioneers.  This  was  the  case  with  William  B.  Josselyn, 
of  Pembroke,  now  sixty-five  yeai-s  of  age.  One  Saturday, 
while  at  home  on  his  father's  farm,  he  picked  up  9i  Jiosfon  Jojir- 
fud^  and  found  the  mlvcilisi^mcnt  of  a  coni|i:my  that  wci*c  fitting 
out  a  vessel  to  go  to  C'alifornia.  The  Monday  following  found 
him  in  Boston,  looking  over  the  scvond  vessels  tliat  wei-o  fitting 
out.  He  had  been  to  sea  I)cfore,  and  siiw  that  most  of  the  ves- 
sels were  old,  and  dangerous  to  sail  in.  He  finally  came  to  one 
on  which  was  a  man  who  told  him  if  he  had  not  sijrned  to  so 
in  that  vessel,  he  would  go  in  one  lying  at  the  next  wharf, 
pointing  to  a  little  topsail  schooner.  Mr.  Josselyn  examined 
her,  was  pleased,  and  went  immediately  to  the  office  of  Cim- 
ningham  &  Cobb,  where  he  looked  over  the  papei"s  and  found 
the  names  of  his  cousin  and  seveml  friends.  lie  niisod  the 
money  and  signed  the  articles,  then  went  to  R(»e(rs,  on  l>iM*k 
Square,  and  bought  a  handsome  gim  for  $14.  It  was  imitation 
stub  twist,  ornamented  German  silver  mounting,  and  I'osewood 
stock.  Each  of  the  company  took  a  gun,  and  the  vessel  was 
loaded  with  provisions,  pipes  of  liquor,  mining  machinery  of 
every  kind,  etc.  The  vessel  cost,  all  fitted  out,  $7,500.  They 
paid  in  $.100  ai)ioco,  an<l  tluMi  being  $1 ,200  sliori ,  that  amount 
wjis  borrowed  from  the  more  wealthy  menilK^i*s  of  the  company 
at  6%  interest,  with  the  privilege  of  paying  at  will.  They 
styled  themselves  the  Ik)ston  Marine  Mining  Co.,  and  lK)und 
themselves  together  for  two  years.  Freeman  M.  Josselyn  re- 
members accompanying  them  down  the  harl)or  as  far  as  Foii; 
Independence,  on  a  ple:is:mt  summer  morning,  forty  yejii"s  ago. 
Among  the  many  vessels  which  left  Boston  during  the  Califor- 
nia excitement,  none  created  a  greater  interest  than  that  of  the 
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little  clipper  schooner  ''Roanoke.''  She  was  manned  by  many 
^  giX5cnhorns,"an(l  many  who  had  been  to  sea  before,  but  all  had 
equal  rights.  It  was  a  question  as  U)  which  of  all  those  who 
were  experienced  sailoi-s  should  command  the  vessel.  It  was 
finally  decided  to  put  the  question  to  vote,  and  William  N. 
Shelley  was  elected  captsiin.  After  this,  every  question  was 
put  to  vote,  and  several  times,  when  it  was  thought  the  captain 
did  not  do  as  tliei/  should  have  done,  it  was  jnit  to  vote  whether 
thoy  should  retain  him  as  captain  or  put  in  another,  but  he  re- 
ceived a  mnjority  every  time,  and  kept  his  oflice  throughout  the 
trip.  The  schooner  was  well  officered,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  list,  to  which  is  added  an  account  of  what  became  of 
each,  so  far  as  has  been  ascertiiined :  Mastery  William  N. 
Shelley,  Tk)ston,  now  a  pilot  in  San  Francisco  Harbor.  J^tntt 
Offic(*i\  (\  Kirkoteip,  Boston,  now  a  wenlthy  retired  coal  mer- 
chant, living  ill  San  Frnncisco.  Second  Oj/icer,  Frederick  Mor- 
ton, Plymouth,  M:iss ;  lost  at  sea  when  master  of  a  schooner 
down  South.  Third  Officer ^  Henry  Willijims,  of  Boston  ;  died 
m  California.  Gai-pentevy  Michael  Robert  Sylvester,  Boston ; 
now  living  at  Hanover  Four  Cornere.  Sailmakery  William 
Cole,  Boston ;  died  in  California  from  the  efiects  of  poison 
oak.  Boatswain^  Henry  Haste,  Boston;  a  wealthy  retired 
coal  merchant,  now  living  in  San  Frnncisco,  and  a  fonner  part- 
ner of  V>.  Kirkoterp.  Jilack'smifhy  Russell  Bourne,  of  Boston, 
now  rci^iding  in  Plymouth,  Mass.  Cookj  Philip  E.  Stok(M-, 
who  was  Inken  si('k  and  left  during  the  p:iMsnge  at  Villa  f!nin<le, 
about  fifty  miles  south  of  Rio  Janeiro.  Steward^  Smith  I). 
Crockett,  Boston  ;  now  a  doctor  among  the  sailors  on  the  city 
front,  San  Francisco.  Clerks  George  Bartlett,  of  Kingston ; 
now  dead.  The  seamen  were :  John  Hathaway  Cushing,  of 
Hanover,  who  died  in  California.  George  Marshall  Josselyn, 
of  Pembroke,  now  a  wealthy  San  Franciscan,  in  the  ship 
chandlery  business.  Phineas  Pettingill,  of  Londonderry.  Isaac 
Leonard,  of  South  Boston,  where  he  now  lives.  Charles  J. 
.  Hillbum,  of  Boston ;  died  in  California.  W.  H.  V.  Gallup, 
of  Boston,  died  during  the  voyage.  He  was  sitting  in  the 
cabin,  with  his  head  bowed  on  his  hands,  when  suddenly  he 
threw  up  his  hands,  fell  over,  and  died  almost  instantly,  Nov. 
5,  at  r>  P.M.  He  was  buried  at  sea,  in  the  South  Pacific,  Nov. 
20,  at  8.30  A.M.  This  was  a  sad  occurrence  for  the  little  com- 
pany of  New  p]nglandei-8.  Philip  W.  Bell,  of  Boston,  aged 
atH)ut  sixty  years,  the  oldest  of  the  company.  He  died  in  Cal- 
ifornia, soon  after  landing,  from  exposure  in  tents,  etc.    Henry 
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H.  BarHloWy  of  Exeter;  finally  went  to  Oregon.  William  B. 
Josselyn,  of  Pembroke ;  now  living  in  Pembroke.  Warren 
Petti ngill,  Jr. ,  of  Londonderry.  John  E.  Sever,  of  Plymouth ; 
he  finally  went  to  Oregon.  Lawrence  Panton,  of  Aiilton ;  now 
in  tlie  foundry  business  at  Pctsilunia,  California.  This  com- 
pletes the  list  of  twcuty-Un'co  souls,  ''  all  told,**  on  Inmnl  this 
little  schooner,  with  a  draft  of  only  seven  feet.  Is  it  any  won- 
der that  when,  at  one  time,  the  "Roanoke  "  bore  down  on  a  mer- 
chantman to  get  her  "  reckoning  "  or  position,  the  merchantman 
set  all  sail,  and  endeavored  to  get  away  from  this  small  craft, 
whose  decks  were  swarming  wiui  what  the  merchantman  thought 
were  pirates  ?  Nearly  (;vcry  man  had  liis  life  insurc<l.  They 
sailed  aliout  10  a.m.,  July  li),  1841), and  were  accom|ianied  down 
the  harlior  by  many  friends.  A.  bountiful  collation  was  served, 
and  when  the  ""  Lower  Light  **  was  i*eached,  at  4  p.m.,  those  on 
board  who  were  not  going  bade  adieu  to  the  friends  and  rela- 
tives, gave  them  a  rousing  cheer,  and  retmned  on  the  tug  which 
had  I>een  towing  the  **  Roanoke.'' 

As  previously  stated,  every  question  was  put  to  vote.  They 
all  had  cabin  fare,  and  all  fared  alike.  Several  of  the  green- 
horns were  seasick  for  a  few  days.  July  29,  they  spoke  the  ship 
"  Shannaca,''  New  York  to  San  Francisco.  Nothing  of  im- 
poiiance  came  up  until  they  were  near  the  Equator,  when  tliey 
decided  to  vote  on  the  question  whetlier  or  no  they  should  see 
the  line.  It  was  voted  that  Gallup  should  sco  the  line,  though 
all  the  landsmen  exiKJctcd  to  ;  accordingly  a  bucket  of  lather  was 
made  of  slush  and  tar,  and  with  an  iron  liooj)  Gallup  was 
shaved  while  they  wore  crossing  the  lino,  Aujj;.  20.  Pii^viously, 
or  on  July  31,  lius?sell  Bourne  was  uijured  by  the  )>reaking  of 
a  belaying  pin,  around  which  '^the  watch'*  had  a  turn  of  a 
rope ;  he  bein^  at  the  end  of  the  rope  they  fell  on  him. 
The  first  land  they  sighted  was  Pernambuco,  but  they  did  not 
'*  put  in."  Sept.  0,  another  member  of  the  Company,  Hilboni, 
paid  one  hundred  and  iifty  dollai*s  and  )>ecanio  a  passenger, 
having  tired  of  sailor  life,  Gallup  having  previously  done 
the  same.  Some  of  the  Company  wanted  to  "  put  in  "  to  Rio 
Janeiro,  and,  when  the  question  was  voted  on,  it  was  found  to 
be  the  minds  of  the  majority  so  to  do.  They  then  consulted 
their  many  consular  and  marine  books  and  guides,  and  found 
the  port  charges  were  some  sixty  dollai*s.  They  took  up  a 
subscription,  but  could  only  raise  tliiity  dollai*s ;  so  decided 
it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  ""  put  in  "  to  Rio,  for  fear  they  could 
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not  get  out  w'iUiout  selling  the  schooner.  Aloilon  bud  been  to 
tbe  Isle  of  Grande,  Latitude  20®  So.,  and  told  tbe  crew  of  tbe 
delicious  yams  to  be  got  there,  and  it  was  voted  to  go  there  for 
a  rest  and  to  ^'provision  up."  At  first  they  were  unable  to  find  the 
Island,  but,  while  searching,  they  saw  a  little  vessel  which,  from 
her  appearance,  they  thought  was.  making  land.  They  followed 
her  until  they  reached  the  coast  of  Bnizil ;  and  they  inquired 
along  the  beach,  of  the  natives,  and,  following  their  directions, 
on  Sept.  17,  nt  10  a.m.,  found  thonisolvos  in  the  bay  of  Ila 
Gmnde,  at  Yille  Gnuide,  a  village  with  a  nice  harbor,  situated 
aI)out  fifty  miles  south  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Inmiediately  they 
dropped  anchor,  the  natives,  seeing  so  many  men  on  deck,  all 
aimed  to  the  teeth,  fled  to  their  houses  and  barricaded  the 
dooi's.  Capt.  Shelley  then  ran  up  the  Stare  and  Stripes,  and 
soon  there  appeared  along-side  two  men  in  a  boat,  which  was 
loaded  with  oranges  as  a  present  to  the  ^'  Capitaiue,^  as  they 
called  Ca])t.  Shelley.  Not  long  after,  an  Englishman  came  out 
and  told  them  that  it  was  not  a  port  of  entry,  and  they  would 
not  be  allowed  to  stay ;  and  if  they  did  not  get  out  pretty  soon, 
the  Governor  would  probably  send  to  Rio  for  a  revenue  cutter. 
Things  were  looking  pretty  bad,  when  a  boat  came  out,  and  in 
it  they  recognized  an  American.  He  had  been  cast  away  while 
on  a  whaler,  many  years  before,  and  married  a  native  woman. 
He  had  spoken  their  language  so  long  that  his  English  was 
quite  broken,  but  good  enough  for  all  purposes,  so  he  was  em- 
ployed at  two  dollars  i)er  day  as  int.eipreter.  Ho  told  them 
that,  if  they  invited  the  Governor  oil',  and  gave  him  a  good 
dinner,  everything  would  be  all  right.  They  accordingly  in- 
vited the  Governor  off  that  night,  and  gave  him  the  best  the 
vessel  aiforded.  So  well  did  they  treat  him  that  at  midnight 
they  were  obliged  to  carry  him  ashore.  He  had  a  glonous 
thne,  and,  during  his  slioH  visit,  signed  a  permit  allowing  them 
to  remain  in  jmrt  Um  days ;  and  to  properly  account  to  his 
superior,  at  Rio  Janeiro,  the  cause  of  a  vessel  l)cing  in  port,  he 
sent  word  that  a  vessel  had  put  in  there  in  distress.  That  they 
enjoyed  every  moment  of  the  ten  days  it  is  needless  to  add. 
One  of  the  watches  had  freedom  one  day,  another  the  next,  and 
they  made  excursions  through  the  narrow  guts  or  inlets  into  the 
l)eautirul  bights  or  bays,  which  were  enclosed  by  high  moun- 
tsiins,  and  surrounded  on  the  shore  by  large  orange  groves  and 
coflee  plantations.  At  first,  the  Spaniards  showed  much  fear, 
as  tlie  crews  were  always  heavily  armed ;  but  their  fright  was 
soon  quieted  by  the  interpreter,  and  they  invited  the  strangers 
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ashore,  and  into  their  thatched  houses,  giving  them  cofiee,  with- 
out sugar  or  milk,  so  strong  they  could  not  swallow  it,  and 
sending  their  little  black  slaves  up  the  trees  after  oranges,  and 
also  having  them  set  their  seine  for  the  amusement  of  the  vis- 
itors. On  the  trip  down  to  Villa  Grande  the  crew  used  to 
practise  with  their  guns ;  and  ninny  liets  were  made  with  Wil- 
liam B.  Josselyn  as  to  whether  they  could  shoot  a  bullet  through 
the  waving  comers  of  a  silk  handkerchief  which  was  hung  up  by 
its  two  other  disigonnl  corners,  a  trick  liard  to  do ;  also  wlioTlier 
they  could  shoot  a  tallow  candle  through  an  inch  l)oard  ;  and 
one  bet  was  made  that  a  bullet  could  be  shot  through  the  blade 
of  a  broad-axe.  An  axe  was  procured  from  the  carpenter,  who 
valued  it  at  three  dollars.  If  the  bullet  went  through,  Wil- 
liam B.  Josselyn  was  to  pay  for  the  axe :  if  it  did  not,  the 
marksman  was  to  pay  for  the  damage  done.  The  first  bullet 
indented  the  axe,  and  left  its  perfect  form  on  the  other  side^ 
but  did  not  go  through  ;  the  otliei-s  mtule  no  impression.  Such 
were  the  amuHeincnts  of  the  C'Onipany.  A  favorite  target  was 
a  bottle  hung  from  the  end  of  a  swinging  boom,  but  one  ball 
being  allowed  in  the  charge.  The  only  man  who  succeeded  in 
hitting  this  mark  was  Morton,  who  made  no  pretense  as  a  marks- 
man, but  who  one  day  quietly  loaded  his  gun  with  buckshot 
(only  one  other  person  being  aware  of  the  fact),  called  the  crew 
to  witness,  fired,  and  caused  the  bottle  to  disappear  as  if  by 
magic.  George  M.  Josselyn  had  presented  to  him,  by  Josiah 
Dunham,  a  friend  of  Cynis  Alger,  a  new  breech-loading  rifle 
before  leaving  Alger's  foundry,  at  South  Boston,  whore  he  was 
oinphiyed.  lie  became  i\u\iv.  disii^ustcd  boniUHo  ho  oouhl  not  hit 
anything  with  it,  and  cxphiinod  it  by  the  rolling  of  Iho  vossol ; 
so  when  he  got  ashore,  and  while  at  Villa  Gi*ande,  he  bought  a 
rooster,  and  set  him  on  a  wall  to  shoot  at.  At  his  first  shot, 
two  bullets  went  off*,  nearly  wounding  Mr.  Josselyn.  This 
ended  his  shooting  with  that  gun. 

The  ten  days  soon  p:issod  and  thoy  roooivod  wonl  IVoni  Rio 
to  leave  inmicdiately  amd  they  rcluctimtly  sailed  away.  Before 
sailing  they  bought  10000  oranges  at  $1.00  per  1000.  Their 
eyes  were  bigger  than  their  vessel ;  bari'els,  lockers,  and 
buckets  were  filled,  and  even  berths  had  to  be  given  up  to  make 
room  for  the  oiimges.  A  few  days  out  they  realized  they  had 
bought  nothing  but  fully  ripe  fniit  which  was  fast  decaying. 
They  would  find  hundreds  spoiled  every  morning  and  remem- 
ing  their  snow-balling  days  they  obtained  permission  from  the 
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captain  and  putting  on  their  oil  clothing  appeared  on  deck, 
which  had  been  cleared  for  action,  with  anns  full  of  decaying 
oi-angcs.  They  chose  sidoB  and  the  battle  mged  ;  they  pelted 
ejuJi  other  until  the  allowance  of  rotten  omngcs  was  exhausted. 
They  then  washed  down  each  other  and  cleared  the  vessel, 
which  looked  very  much  like  the  inside  of  a  swill  cart.  These 
battles  were  repeated  until  tlie  supply  of  oranges  gave  out. 
Whist  was  the  favorite  game  of  cards  and  it  was  usually  played 
during  the  dog-wntch  from  fi  1^)8,  r.M.  One  night  when  oJF 
the  lliver  riatU*.,  South  America,  Iho  watch  were  down  in  the 
cabin  playing  wliist  with  the  captain,  excepting  two  men,  one 
at  the  wheel  and  one  on  the  lookout.  The  latter,  seeing  a 
squall  approaching,  called  repeatedly  to  the  captain  to  send  up 
the  watch,  but  the  game  was  probably  very  interesting  and  it 
was  hard  to  break  off.  Finally  the  lookout  could  stand  it  no 
longer  and  he  "hollered"  down  the  gangway.  "  Say,  Captain, 
if  you  don't  send  that  watch  up  to  take  in  the  flying  jib  you  can 
t:ike  it  in  yourself.  I'll  be  damned  if  I  am  going  to  get 
wet." 

As  they  neared  Cape  Horn ,  the  question  was  put  to  vote  whether 
they  should  go  round  the  Cape  or  through  the  Straits  of  Magel- 
lan, and  the  majority  voted  in  favor  of  going  through  the  Straits. 
They  entered  the  Straits  Oct.  12.  In  forty-eight  hours  they 
were  one-half  way  through,  but  it  was  twenty-eight  days  before 
the  j)a8sage  was  accomplished.  While  in  the  Straits  they  shot 
while,  speckled  and  steam  boat  ducks ;  they  saw  the  natives 
building  fires  to  attract  them  ashore  that  they  might  rob  and 
plunder  the  vessel,  and  often  saw  bottles  hanging  to  trees  near 
the  watei''s  edge,  inside  of  which  would  be  the  full  account  of 
the  vessel  preceeding  them  ;  they  would  hang  other  bottles  in 
their  places  cont:iinmg  an  account  of  the  "Roanoke."  They 
would  weigh  anchor  and  stait  again  and  again  only  to  return  at 
night  to  anchor  in  the  same  place,  usually  in  one  of  the  harbors 
or  inlets  that  were  entirely  sheltered  from  the  stonn.  These 
harbors  were  so  completely  suiTounded  by  high  hills  that  it 
was  necessary  to  send  a  boat  around  the  point  in  the  moraing, 
where  it  was  often  found  to  be  blowing  a  "living  gale  "  in  the 
"Siniits"  of  which  there  was  no  indication  in  the  harbor.  After 
they  left  Poll  Famine  they  discovered  a  vessel  beached,  which 

!)roved  to  be  the  "J.  A.  Sutter,"  of  Warren,  R.  I.     Part  of 
ler  cargo  had  been  a  frame  house  which  her  crew  had  erected 
on  shore  from  which  they  were  rescued  by  a  steamer.    With  an 
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eye  to  business  the  Yankees  of  the  "  Itoanoke  "  took  what  lumlicr 
they  could  conveniently  caiTy  from  the  house  and  wreck,  and 
also  fished  out  of  the  wreck  about  100  lbs.  of  lead  pipe.  The 
lumber  they  afterwards  sold  in  San  Francisco  for  $300  per 
thousand  and  realized  from  the  nale  of  this  and  part  of  their 
car<i;o,  about  $1500.  When  they  readied  the  last  harl)or  in 
which  they  could  anchor  in  the  Stniits,  chilled  the  ]IarlM>r  of 
Mercy,  the  storm  was  still  heavy,  with  a  thick  fog  and  no  sign 
of  abating.  It  was  dangerous  to  sail  out,  for  they  could  only 
lay  three  or  four  points  free  and  might  go  ashore  as  the  current 
was  strong.  They  put  it  to  vote  and  voted  to  sail  out  Nov.  9th, 
but  there  was  very  little  talking  on  board  the  "Roanoke'*  until 
she  was  fairly  into  the  Pacific,  when  they  probably  had  an  extra 
glass  of  punch  all  around  and  a  grand  time  generally.  Among 
the  harlx)r8  in  the  Straits  in  which  they  anchored  were 
Possession  Bay,  Playaparda  Bay,  Marion  Bay,  Morton's  Bay, 
and  Tamar  Harbor.  Little  of  consequence  occurred  before 
they  made  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  except  aliout  Dec.  22  in 
the  night,  when  Mr.  Barstow  ciuight  a  porpoise.  When  he 
stnick  the  porpoise  he  was  so  excited  that  he  sung  out  loudly 
for  help,  and  the  crew  rushed  out  of  the  forecastle  half  dressed, 
not  knowing  what  was  the  trouble.  The  porpoise  was  eight 
feet  long,  and  it  took  six  men  to  get  him  on  deck.  They  arrived 
in  the  harbor  of  San  Francisco  after  dark,  in  a  heavy  rain  on 
the  last  day  of  December,  1849,  just  in  time  to  enable  them  to 
become  California  Pioneers, the  ever  memorable  "forty-niners," 
the  highest  of  all  honors  in  that  now  beautiful  country.  The 
next  morning  was  <lreai*y  anul  the  conntry  looked  rough  with 
its  tents  and  cotton  cloth  houses,  in  and  out  of  the  s:uul  banks. 
Nearly  all  were  homesick.  The  first  thing  in  the  morning 
Wm.  B.  Josselyn  called  down  the  cabin  to  Leonard,  **  Wish  you 
a  happy  New  Year ;"  he  answered,  "  It  will  be  a  hard  New  Year 
for  me,  I  guess."  So  thought  many  of  them.  They  came  out  as 
a  company,  but  now  decided  to  sepnrate  and  sciitter  over  the 
country,  ufter  selling  the  lumber,  stores,  eU^,  iu<*lu<ling  some 
of  the  butter  they  had  brought  in  kegs,  ))acked  in  hogsheads  of 
salt,  at  $1  per  lb.  They  sold  the  vessel  and  what  was  left  on 
board  for  about  $10,000  and  gave  $525  to  each  of  the  21  men 
now  left.  The  vessel  was  afterward  used  as  a  river  boat  on  the 
Sacnunento.  Michael  11.  Sylvester  went  to  work  as  a  carpenter 
at  $!(»  per  day.  Some  eugtiged  in  niiuiug  aud  others  kept 
stores.  William  B.  Josselyu's  cousin,  George,  afterwards  sold 
his  $14  gun  for  him   to  a  Spaniard  for  $100.     William  was 
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shipkccpcr  for  a  short  time,  then  in  conipnny  with  George  M. 
Josselyn  and  John  H.  Cashing,  who  in  their  boyhood  were 
companions  at  Miss  Wales's  school  at  Hanover,  bought  a  whale 
boat  for  $325,  and  ran  on  the  Sacramento  River,  with  pro- 
visions and  supplies,  from  Sacramento  to  Marysville.  John 
H.  Gushing  afterwards  sold  out  and  went  to  the  mines.  Wil- 
liam 1>.  Josselyn,  later,  sold  his  interest  to  his  cousin  and  went 
home  via  the  Isthnma  of  Panama.  Ijater  the  boat  struck  a 
rock  and  sjink,  a  total  loss.  Of  what  became  of  the  other 
mcml>ers  of  this  company  there  is  little  to  relate  other  than  is 
found  in  the  beginning  of  this  account.  It  would  here  seem 
appropriate  to  suggest  to  the  remnant  of  this  little  band  that, 
before  many  more  years  pass  over  their  heads  and  before  their 
number  get  fewer,  they  meet,  not  for  an  hour,  at  dinner,  but 
for  a  day,  or  seveml  days,  that  they  may  live  over  the  old  times 
and  perhaps  put  on  record  some  account  of  them,  and  join  the 
Ai'gonaut  Society  in  the  east. 

To  take  up  again  the  history  of  the  Barstow  ship  yard  :  As 
was  before  stated,  Gapt.  Elijah  Barstow  returned  to  Norwell 
and  resumed  business  at  his  father's  yard  in  Hanover,  in  1844. 
This  year  they  built  the  brig  "GEORGE  OTIS,"  175  tons,  for 
George  Allen  of  Scituate.  Capt.  Nehemiah  Manson  commanded 
her  in  the  South  American  ti'ade.  In  1845  Gapt.  Barstow 
built  the  brig  "  ANN  GAROLINE,"  190  tons.  Capt.  Reynolds, 
Chatham.  She  left  for  Ireland  with  a  ciU'go  of  provisions, 
struck  an  iceberg  when  near  the  end  of  her  first  voyage  off  the 
coast  of  Ireland  and  was  lost.  Owned  by  Alpheus  llardy  of 
Boston.  Samuel  H.  Church  and  Isaac  Ilaskins,  (fathers  of  the 
present  Samuel  S.  Church  and  William  C.  Haskins,)  under  the 
firm  name  of  Church  &  Haskins,  were  caulkers,  and  worked  on 
Foster's,  Briggs',  Barstow's  and  many  of  the  other  yards.  The 
Kellscs  did  the  iron  work  on  all  the  V(\sscls  built  on  the  liarstow 
Yards  sis  long  as  they  carried  on  blacksmithing. 

Capt.  Elijah  Barstow  also  built  in  Hanover  in  1845  the  bark 
•'JUSTICE  STORY,"  199  tons,  of  Boston;  owned  by  Hardy 
&  Baker,  and  used  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Southern  trade. 
Commanded  at  one  time  by  C^apt.  Pcrcival.  She  was  built 
entirely  of  oak,  copper  fsustcned,  and  in  1859  she  was  under  the 
connnand  of  Capt.  Rider,  sailing  for  Baker  &  Momll,  Boston. 
In  18G5  she  was  under  command  of  Capt.  Moulton  and  owned 
by  R.  H.  Yarrington,  Boston.  The  last  vessel  built  at  this 
yard,  and  probably  the  last  vessel  built  in  Hanover,  was  by 
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Capt.  Elijah  Barstow  in  the  year  1846.  This  year  he  built  the 
schooner  **DEANE,"89  tons,  fisheiman,  Capt.  Linnell  and 
owned  in  Scituate  by  Elijali  Barstow  and  George  M*  and  Wil- 
liam P.  Allen.  From  here  Capt.  Barstow  went  to  the  Fox 
Hill  Yard,  where  he  built  in  company  with  Capt.  Waterman,  the 
fiill  account  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  chapter  devoted  to 
that  yard. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


MISCELLANEOUS  YARDS  IN  HANOVER.     1736-1844. 


JOHN  CLARK y  NATH'L  CLARK,  BELCHER  CLARK,  SOLOMON  BATES, 
OOL.  BRTTI  1IATE8,  DAVII)  KINGMAN,  SAM'L  ROGERS,  ELIJAH 
HAYWOOD,  J08HUA  TURNER,  DEA.  ISAAC  PERRY,  >VM.  COUSH- 
ING  &  CO.,  CALVIN  TURNER,  ICHABOD  THOMAS,  BENJ.  STOCK- 
BRIDGE,  MARTIN   8T0CKBRIDGE,  ISAIAII  WING. 

Included  in  this  chapter  are  accounts  of  the  yards  where  ship- 
building was  earned  on  for  a  brief  time  only  by  any  one 
builder  or  firm,  or  yards  about  which  little  information  is 
obtainable.  There  are  many  vessels  whose  builders  cannot  be 
asceiiAincd.  A  list  of  these  vessels  is  inserted  at  the  end  of 
this  chapter.     The  following  is  from  an  old  newspaper. 

**  Boston,  Juno  7tli,  1714,  at  a  Court  of  Assizo  held  hero  the  first  Tuesday 
of  May  last,  a  certain  person  convicted  of  forging^  and  counterfeiting  and 
utterine  5—20  shillinj^  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  and  putting  off 
the  said  Bills  of  Credit,  or  some  of  them,  at  the  value  of  true  Bills  of 
Credit,  was  ordered  and  sentenced  by  the  said  Court  to  be  set  in  the  Pillory 
in  the  Market  Place  near  the  Town  House  on  Thursday  27th  of  May,  have 
one  of  his  ears  cut  off,  branded  on  the  right  cheek  with  the  letter  F  and 
RufTor  12  months  imprisonment  &c,  which  was  accordingly  put  into  Execu- 
tion on  Uio  said  day/' — IhsUm  News  Leller, 

If  a  punishment  less  severe  could  have  been  inflicted  on  the 
))cople  who  kept  the  records  of  these  days  at  the  Polls  of  Entry 
with  almost  criminal  negligence  and  the  same  punishment 
inflicted  on  the  British  who  took  away  at  the  evacuation  of 
lti>.sU>ii,  nearly  all  the  records,  wc  might  in  a  measure  feel 
revenged  for  the  harm  done  our  history  of  the  shipping  interest. 
Although  we  have  proof  (hat  many  vessels  were  built  hero 
between  1715  and  1780,  the  records  of  scarcely  half  a  dozen 
have   been  preserved.     The   papers   often   referred  to  these 
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vessels  in  a  general  way,  an  instance  of  which  is  found  in  the 
following  extract : 

**  Boston  (Jane  12, 1727).  We  hear  from  the  Towns  on  the  Gape  that 
the  Vessels  which  have  been  employed  on  tlie  Whale  Fishery  off  at  Sea 
this  Spdng,  are  generally  upon  the  Return,  the  Season  for  tlieir  taking  of 
them  Doing  near  over,  and  the  Whales  being  wild  and  a  moving  posture, 
in  whidi  Ihoy  run  with  incru<liblo  S|»o(m1,  and  to  a  viutt  diHlnneo,  wfiirli  has 
been  too  long  a  run  for  our  Vessels  hitherto  to  pursue  them  in,  so  as  to 
know  their  resort,  but  one  vessel  has  been  (we  hear)  fitted  out  for,  and 
sent  out  upon  a  discovering  Voyage,  for  that  end ;  the  return  of  which 
some  are  even  impatiently  waning  for :  Great  Success  hath  this  S)irinK 
attended  that  dangerous  de^ien  in  the  general,  altho*  some  have  retumea 
empty :  the  Value  of  what  nas  been  taken  that  way  in  Oil,  Bone,  &c. 
within  the  8  Spring  Months  by  the  Vessels  Crews  fitted  out  from  the 
Towns  on  the  Cape,  from  Rhode  Island,  and  Nantucket,  is  what  will 
amount  higher  than  usual ;  the  Bone  of  one  Whale  lately  brought  in, 
weighed  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds.  Divine  Providence  has  wisely 
ordered  it,  that  the  places  adjacent  to  the  Sea,  in  some  of  which  the  Farms 
are  inconsiderable,  to  what  thev  are  elsewhere,  may  be  supported  by 
various  ways  sucking  of  the  abundance  of  the  Seas,  and  of  the  Treasures 
hid  in  the  Sand.** — The  NewEng  Weekly  JaumaL 

Barry  says  that  "  during  the  palmy  days  of  shipbuilding  in 
Hanover,  1800  to  1808,  five  or  six  yards  were  in  active  opera- 
tion and  at  least  ten  vessels  were  fitted  annually  for  die  sea. 
The  scene  of  North  River  was  one  of  animation  and  industry. 
Every  morning  the  carpcntci's  might  be  seen,  crossing  the 
pastures  or  walking  along  the  river  bank,  or  over  the  tiny 
•Rainiigw  Bridge'  to  the  place  of  their  daily  toil."  "The 
pastures  too  were  strewed  with  timber,  and  t'Cams  of  *  fat  oxen  * 
daily  bron<;ht  in,  from  the  fornsUs  around,  their  hmdn  of  white 
oak,  beech,  hnematack,  maple,  pine  and  other  timber."  All 
were  active  and  wlien,  on  a  Saturday  night,  400  sln|K*arpen1ei*H 
gathered  at  Hanover  4  Corners  it  presented  an  appeamnce 
which  has  not  been  seen  since  the  prosperous  shipbuilding  days. 
But  the  village  is  growing  in  wealth  and  in  population,  and 
though  the  alewivcs  and  the  mm  are  fiist  gi'owing  scarcer,  the 
town  is  on  the  eve  of  a  prosperous  future.  300  of  herring  were 
sold  in  1799  at  the  Four  Comers  for  4  shillings,  and  4  gal.  of 
W.  I.  rum  for£l  6s.  In  Barber's  " Ilistoricjil  Collections'* 
appears  the  following  about  Hanover : 

"  In  1837  there  were  12000  pairs  of  shoes  manufactured  valued  at 
$10500 ;  males  employed,  35 ;  females,  26 ;  There  were  three 
forges ;  130  tons  of  bar  iron  were  manufactured  :  hands  employed, 
14.  Two  air  and  cupola  furnaces,  2  anchor  shops,  i  tack  factory  at 
which  8  hands  were  employed.  Considerable  business  is  done  in 
shipbuilding." 
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In  the  summer  of  1888  an  elderly  man  passed  through  the 
"Comers,"  who  will  be  remembered  by  the  old  people  at  least ; 
Barney  Gould,  who  made  periodical  trips  to  Boston  with  his 
handcsirt  or  wlicel-barrow,  over  the  old  «(a<r<».  road  years  ;if;o. 
Barney  hails  from  Hyannis,  and  his  yearly  advent,  as  he  toiled 
along  the  dusty  road,  was  the  delight  of  the  small  boy  and 
excited  much  sympathy  from  older  people  in  his  partially 
demented  state  of  mind.  Most  people  tliought  he  had  made 
his  last  trip  long  since  and  he  wiis  almost  forgotten,  but  ho 
again  made  his  appo4iranrc)  miims  his  tnippings.  Old  ugc  lia.s 
chunicd  him  and  the  vigor  of  his  youthful  days  has  departed, 
but  his  old  habits  cling  to  him  and  he  thought  that  he  would 
make  one  more  journey  and  bid  farewell  to  the  many  friends, 
who,  in  old  times,  welcomed  him  and  furnished  him  entertain- 
ment on  his  lengthy  trami)s.  He  remained  over  night  at  the 
•* Cornel's"  with  Mr.  Ilutdiins,  and  sUiiled  with  renewed  coumgo 
the  next  day.  This  was  i)rol)ably  the  last  time  that  Hanover 
j)eoi)lc  will  see  poor  Barney.  lie  once  took  a  letter  from 
Hanover  to  San  Francisco  and  brought  an  answer  back  for  six 
cents.  He  travelled  all  the  way  on  foot  and  loves  to  tell  of  hi& 
experiences  with  the  Indians  and  in  the  mining  camps  in  the 
mountains ;  he  is  now  69  years  old. 

The  first  ship-yard  in  Hanover,  not  spoken  of  in  the  chapters, 
preceding  tliis,  was  the  "  Clakk  Yard,"  next  below  the  **  Bridge 
Yards,*  and  it  was  loaitcd  on  land  owned  by  the  late  J.  O. 
French,  M.  1).  This  yard  was  probably  improved  as  early  as 
1736  by  John  Clark^  who  mar.  Abigail  Tolman,  of  Scituate, 
and  lived  in  an  ancient  house,  two  stories  high  in  front,  and 
sloping  on  the  back  nearly  to  the  ground,  which  stood  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Iwtwecn  the  residence  of  the  late  Sam.  Salmond 
and  the  Four  Corners.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Thonuis,  who 
came  inU>  Scituate  from  IMymoutli  in  1674.  llis  sons  UiUhim-- 
id  and  Belcher  succeeded  him  at  this  yard.  Nathaniel  was  bom 
in  1741  and  died  in  1814.  He  lived  on  Washington  street,, 
nearly  opposite  whore  Barney  Dagan  now  resides.  He  has  de- 
scendants in  Plymouth  and  Hanover,  Mass.,  in  Rochester,  and 
in  Maine.  His  son  Nathaniel  was  a  shii)-ciirpenter,  also  his  son 
lU^njamin,  who  moved  to  Mcdford,  where  he  was  employed  by 
Jonathan  Sampson,  and  left  a  family  there.  Belcher  was  born 
1742,  and  died  Oct.  17, 1826.  He  lived  on  Washington  street^ 
on  the  spot  where  now  stands  the  house  of  the  late  Sam.  Sal- 
mond, still  occupied  by  Mr.  Salmond's  widow.     He  mar.  fii*st^ 
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Ann  Wade,  1771 ;  second,  Sarah  Perry,  dim.  of  Nathaniel 
JoBselyn,  of  Pembroke,  1783.  They  had  nine  children,  some 
of  whom  have  descendants  living  in  Maine,  Hanover,  Pem- 
broke, Modf<»rd,  and  Bridgewatcr.  His  son  Zcbulon,  a  shii>- 
wright,  b.  1780,  mar.  Christiana,  dau.  of  Isaac  Josselyn,  in 
1812.  They  had  eight  children,  among  whom  were  William, 
b.  Nov.  23,  1823,  and  Charles,  b.  July  27,  1819,  mar.  Sarah 
Cook.  Charles  lives  in  Pembroke,  and  has  had  one  son,  Chas. 
Carrol,  who  d.  in  the  war,  one  dau.,  Fanny,  who  mar.  Frank 
White,  of  Pembroke,  and  who  has  two  children.  Another  dau., 
Eliza  Hobart,  is  mar.  and  lives  at  So.  Braintree.  A  third  dau., 
Loinim,  mar.  Peleg  Stuiievant,  and  lives  in  Centre  Hanover. 

It  was  probably  at  this  yard  that  Solomon,  and,  later,  Seth 
Bates  built.  Solomon  Bates  was  the  eldest  son  of  Solomon, 
and  a  direct  descendant  of  Clement  Bates,  of  Hingham.  He 
was  b.  June  29, 1741,  and  lived  in  the  house  built  by  his  father, 
situated  near  Broadway,  a  few  hkIs  northeast  of  where  Morrill 
Phillips'  bam  now  stands,  in  South  Hanover.  It  wasafterwaixl 
occupied  by  Miss  Leah  Damon  and  her  dau.,  and  later  by 
Laban,  father  of  Joshua  Rose,  of  So.  Hanover.  The  house 
was  on  the  old  road  that  led  from  Weymouth  to  the  Indian 
Head,  which  was  discontinued  some  seventy-five  years  ago.  A 
descendant  of  Mr.  Bates,  in  describing  the  house  some  thirty 
years  ago,  wrote  :  "It  was  substantially  built,  mostly  of  oak 
timl^er,  and  evidently  by  a  ship-carpenter.  The  walls  were 
constructed  of  plank,  grooved  together,  and  tree-nailed  to  the 
sills  and  plates.  The  posts  were  all  kneed  in  the  same  manner 
that  ships  are  kneed."  There  seems  to  bo  an  jiccount  of  but 
one  vessel  built  by  him,  which  was  his  last  in  Hanover.  This 
was  in  1787,  Sch.  *'  SPEEDWELL," 57  tons,  of  Scituate  ;  owned 
by  James  Briggs  of  Scituate,  Jos.  Otis  of  Boston,  Mercy  Otis 
of  Scituate,  widow,  Elijah  Cushing  of  Pembroke,  yeoman,  and 
by  Solomon  Bates  of  Hanover,  shipwriglit.  Built  at  Hanover. 
This  same  year  ho  moved  to  FayoM^,  M(^,  where  he  d.  in  1S18, 
aged  rtoveiity-sovon.  lie  loft  a  large  family,  having  had  Uiir- 
tccn  children,  some  of  whom  have  descendants  living  in  Han- 
over, Mass. ;  in  Leeds  and  in  Green,  Me. ;  St.  Albans,  Vt. ; 
and  a  son,  Solomon,  a  ship-carpenter,  who  lived  in  Norridge- 
wock.  Me.  For  twenty-one  years  he  was  Town  Clerk  of  Fay- 
ette, in  the  Massachusetts  Senate  two,  and  in  the  House  ten 
yeara.     He  left  many  descendants  in  Maine  and  New  York. 

Solomon  Bates'  cousin  Seth  probably  succeeded  him  at  this 
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yard.  It  is  coil4im  that  he  built  hero  hito  in  tho  last  ccntuiy, 
and  in  1797  the  Sch.  "LITTLE  CHERUB,"  65  tons,  of  Dux- 
bury,  owned  by  Seth  Bates,  of  Hanover,  and  others,  was  built 
at  Ilanover  by  Seth  Bates,  shipwright.  CoL  Seth  Bales  was 
b.  1735,  and  mar.,  in  1757,  Anne  Neal.  He  built  the  house 
on  Centre  street,  near  Myrtle,  at  So.  Hanover,  afterward  the 
residence  of  Enos  Bates,  where  the  widow  and  son  of  Enos,  Jr. 
now  li^re.  He  d.  in  Boston,  April  9, 1820,  leaving  a  numerous 
posterity,  whose  descendants  can  easily  be  traced  in  Barry's 
''History  of  Ilanover." 

Passing  the  Perry,  Smith,  Eells,  and  Barstow  yards,  accounts  of 
which  are  given  in  the  preceding  chaptei*s,  we  come  to  the  "  Kino- 
man  Yard,"  so  called,  which  is  next  to  the  last  yard  in  Hanover  in 
location,  and  was  situated  a  little  below  Bai'stow's  lower  yard. 
David  KiiKjimiUy  who  built  at  this  yard,  enii)loycd,  for  a  time,. 
David  Stockbridge  as  agent  to  look  after  his  ship-building  in- 
terests, Mr.  Kingman  lieing  busy  at  the  Four  Comers,  Avhere 
he  l)uilt  the  tjivem  st:ind,  afterward  kept  by  Joseph  Pocomy, 
later  by  Heniy  Costlcy,  Fnmk  Howard,  William  Rsmd,  and 
W.  B,  Ames,  respectively,  but  still  owned  by  the  widow  of 
Frank  Howard.  It  is  now  known  as  the  "  Ilanover  House." 
David  Kingman  was  b.  1763,  at  East  Bridge  water,  and  mar. 
Eli^ibeth,  dau.  of  Col.  or  Capt.  Smith,  of  Mcndon.  He  was 
son  of  Capt.  David,  b.  1733,  who  was  8(m  of  David,  b.  1708, 
who  wjis  s<m  of  John,  b.  1()G4,  who  wjus  son  of  John,  who 
wjus  son  of  Henry,  of  Weymouth,  who  wjus  made  free  in  1(I3G. 
David  d.  1812,  aged  forty-nine  years,  leaving  children  :  1.  So- 
phia,  who  mar.  Simeon  Ford,  and  d.  1839.  2.  Mary,  who 
mar.  Lauren  Ford,  1816;  both  reside  in  Herkimer,  N.  Y. 
3.  Eliza,  mar.  1809,  Elijah  Hayward,  who  became  a  pailner 
of  Mr.  Kingman ;  she  d.  1834.  4.  Lucy,  mar.  Oran  Gmy 
Otis,of  llerkimer,N.Y.,andd.  in  1837.  5.  Susan.  6.  George 
7.  Frances. 

David  Eangman  lived  at  East  Bridgewater,  in  the  house 
occupied  later  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  opposite  the  Common,  on 
the  left  hand  side  going  from  Hanover,  opposite  the  Soldiere* 
Monument.  His  ships  and  Smifirs  stood  loss  than  throe  rods 
apart  when  building  at  the  ship-yard.  His  sou  (Jeorge  went 
with  Elijah  Barstow  to  a  private  school,  kept  by  Walter  Wal- 
cott  and  Parker,  over  Flavell's  store,  at  the  Four  Corners.  The 
entmnce  used  to  be  by  the  present  back  st^iirway.  He  evi- 
dently came  to  Ilanover  about  1799,  as  he  launched,  in  1800,. 
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the  ship  «  MIANTINOMO,"  281  tons,  of  Norwich,  named  tttt43r 
a  famous  Narragansett  Sachem ;  David  Kingman,  builder.  She 
was  seized  by  the  Spanish,  and  condemned  at  Valparaiso  in 
1801.  This  vessel  he  built  on  his  own  account.  In  1801,  ho 
built  the  Sch.  **  UNION,"  86  tons,  for  Mr.  Jaxson  of  Plymouth. 
He  built,  in  1802,  BrigTn  "CALLISTO,"  190  tons,  of  Boston. 
In  1803,  ship  •'  NANKING,"  290  tons,  of  Boston.  In  1804, 
he  built  two  ships,  and  in  1805  three,  as  follows :  1804.  Ship 
^'BOLLEB,"  293  tons,  of  Boston;  David  Kingman,  master 
carpenter.  1804.  Ship  **  ANN,"  296  tons,  of  Baltimore ;  David 
Kingman,  master  carpenter.  1805.  Ship  **  LAURA,"  293  tons, 
of  Boston ;  David  Kinguiam,  master  cari)entcr.  1805.  Ship 
^•EOMEO,"  of  Boston,  312  tons,  two  decks,  three  masts; 
length,  96  feet;  breadth,  27  feet;  depth,  13  feet.  David 
Kingman,  master  carpenter. 

1805.  Ship  •*  SUSAN,"  311  tons,  of  Plymouth ;  David  King- 
man, owner;  built  at  Hanover.  Samxiel  lioget's  was  master 
•cai*ponter  of  the  *^  Susan,"  which  is  the  only  vessel  ho  built  in 
Hanover.  Lfitcr,  he  is  found  building  in  ]V£&rshfiold,  and  at  the 
Poster's  yard,  in  Norwell. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  following  vessels,  built  by  David 
Kingman,  aveniged  larger  than  those  built  at  any  other  yard  in 
Hanover,  nearly  all  of  them  being  over  three  hundred  tons. 
In  1806,  he  built  the  ship  '*  CHARLESTON  &  LIVERPOOL 
PACKET,"  325  tons,  of  Boston,  David  Kingman,  ni:Lstcr  cjir- 
penter;  and  in  1807,  ship  "ISABELLA,"  308  tons,  of  Iling- 
ham,  David  Kingman,  nmsior  carpenter.  The  next  year  ho 
formed  a  pai*tuci*ship  with  his  son-in-law,  Elijuli  Ifat/fvard^  and 
they  built  in  company  until  the  year  of  David  Kingman's  death. 
Mr.  Kingman  discontinued  active  connection  with  the  business, 
and  the  new  firm  employed  Joshua  Tuinier  as  **  boss,"  to  super- 
intend the  building  of  the  vessels.  An  account  of  him  am  be 
found  under  accounts  of  the  Pembroke  Yards.  They  launched, 
in  1801),  ship  "MASSACHUSETTS,"  28(>  ions,  built  in  Han- 
over, by  Joshua  Turner;  owned  in  Now  York.  In  1810,  ship 
"AMERICA,"  3()2  tons,  built  in  Hanover,  by  Joshua  Turner; 
owned  by  David  Kingman,  Hanover,  Luke  Hall,  Mai-shfield. 
Also,  in  1810,  they  launched  the  ship  "MT.  VERNON,"  of 
352  tons,  which  they  sold  to  New  York.  The  next  year,  1811, 
they  built  their  last  vessel,  which  was  probably  the  last  vc'ssel 
built  at  this  yard ;  and  this  gave  them  the  honor  of  building 
Ihe  largest  vessel  ever  built  in  Hanover.    This  was  the  ship 
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** MOHAWK,"  407  loui<,  Inillt  in  Ilnnovcr,  by  Joshua  Turner; 
owner  in  New  York.  Tliait  empty  casks,  mid  i>erhaps  minda- 
lows,  wei'e  used  to  «:ct  the  "  Mohawk  "  out  of  the  river  tliere  is 
little  doubt ;  and  it  is  truly  wondcriul  that  no  large  a  vessel 
could  be  launched  at  this  point  in  the  river,  and  safely  I'each  the 
ocean. 

The  next  yard  below,  whicli  was  the  last  in  location  in  Han- 
over, was  known  in  later  years  as  the  ''Wing  Yard."  Its  first 
occupant  of  record  was  Dea.  Isaac  Peiri/^  who  ciune  down  from 
his  ohl  yards  above  and  built  one  shi])^  of  some  300  tons.  This 
was  undoubtedly  the  yard  used  by  IKm.  Coushing  c£  (7o.,  who 
built,  in  1801,  for  David  Kingman,  a  brig,  probably  the 
FREDERICK,"  153  tons,  aftenvard  sold  to  William  Gray,  of 
Boston.  Mr.  Coushing  (or  Cushing)  also  built,  in  1803,  the 
brig  •'SHORT  STAPLE,**  172  tons,  of  Boston.  There  ap- 
peal's, by  a  ceilifiaite  fnim  the  De|nity  Collector  of  the  District 
of  Barnstable,  dated  Aug.  30th,  180(),  and  filed  at  the  Custom 
House  in  Boston,  that  this  vessel  having  been  stmnded,  the 
papers  were  surrendered  at  Wellfleet.  She  was  condemned  as 
unseawoithy,  and  broken  up  at  Tenerifie.  She  was  built  at 
Hanover,  by 

^  y^     p  .      master  carpenter.       TVTio  William 

>^l/^^*^/^cc/^^*'^  Cushing    was    I   have  l)een  unable 
vT*^^^      {p  Q^    to  ascertain.    lie  lived  in  Pembroke, 

/  and  may  have  been  a  descendant  of 
Col.  Cushing,  whose  death  is  recorded  in  the  Boston  N^ews  Let- 
ter  and  New  England  Chronicle ^  of  June  28,  17G2  : 

"  Saturday  last,  as  Col.  Cushing,  of  Hanover,  having  been  transacting 
some  business  in  tlie  town,  was  preparing  to  return  home,  while  he  was 
puUing  on  one  of  his  boots,  instantly  dropped  down  dead,  without  com- 
plaining of  any  disorder,  or  speaking  a  word/^ 

In  1800,  Sch.  "KISING  SUN,"  of  80  tons,  was  built  in  Ilan- 
over,  by  Calvin  2\imer  and  Icluxbod  Thomas^  who  were  pre- 
viously the  ^&  Co.''  of  Wm.  Coushing  &  Co.  She  was  owned 
by  Fi*eeman  and  Ebcnezer  Burgess,  of  Harwich.  David  Tur- 
ner was  son  of  Calvin  Turner,  and  gitmdson  of  Capt.  Benjamin. 
He  lived  on  the  Briggs  Fann,  on  the  Neck,  m  Pembroke,  and 
moved  lo  Duxbury,  where  he  died,  leaving  a  family.  (See 
Pembroke  Yards  for  Thomas  and  Turner.) 

In  1814,  Benjamin  and  Martin  StocJcbridge  built  a  ^' pinka^ 
on  tlie  Wing  Yard,  and  the  next  year  they  built  a  vessel  next 
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to  the  largest  ever  built  in  Hanover,  which  i-uined  them  and 
their  father,  and  was  the  cause  of  their  losing  all  of  their  pro^v 
erty.  This  was  in  1815,  the  ship  "SOLON,"  402  tons,  of 
Hanover;  owned  by  Benjamin  and  Mail  in  Stoekbridge,  of  Han- 
over;  Benjamin  Stockbridge,  mjistcr  cjirponlcr.  This  was  the 
last  vessel  built  by  tlicm.  Aflcr  keeping  it  until  tlio  interest 
money  had  eaten  up  most  of  their  principal,  iiiey  got  Alden 
Briggs  to  sell  it  at  a  great  sacrifice.  Benjinnin  and  Maitin  wci*e 
sons  of  Squire  David  Stockbridge,  who  lived  on  the  fann  now 
occupied  by  E.  Q.  Sylvester.  Squire  David  owned  all  the  land 
which  was  built  on  by  the  Barstows,  Smiths  ( Josiah  and  Al- 
lK)rl),  Kingmans,  and  Renjaniin  iind  Martin  Stockbridge,  and 
others.  Squire  David  d.  in  Hanover,  May  15, 1858,  aged  sev- 
enty-four. He  had  children  :  Benjamin,  who  mar.  and  had  a 
dau.  Mary,  who  mar.  Robeit  Eells.  Martin,  who  mar.  late  in 
life.  David,  whose  gnmdson,  Benj.  F.  White,  son  of  Cait>line, 
has  recently  been  appointed  Governor  of  Montana.  Joseph. 
Jane,  who  mar.  Capt.  Miller  Smith,  who  went  in  Stockbridge's 
ship,  which  was  the  elephant  on  the  hands  of  the  Stockbridge 
family.  Deborah,  who  mar.  Thomas  Tumor,  father  of  Thomas 
Turner,  of  Hanover.  Ruth,  who  mar.  James  Tunier,  father  of 
the  present  James,  of  Hanover,  and  lived  on  the  fanii  now  occu- 
pied by  Welsh,  near  the  Third  Cliff.  The  following  account  of 
the  death  of  John,  brother  of  Squire  David  Stockbridge,  ap- 
peared in  The  Boston  Chronicle  for  1768,  Feb.  8-15  : 

"On  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  John  Stockbridge,  of  Pembroke,  son  of  Col. 
Stockbridge,  of  Ilanover,  was  unfoiliinately  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree. 
This  young  gentleman^s  death  is  much  lamented/* 

Also,  in  The  Boston  Chronicle  for  1768,  "Fob.  15-22  : 

*'Mr.  John  Stockbridge,  the  young  gentleman  who  was  unfortunately 
killed  by  the  fallingof  a  tree,  as  mentioned  in  our  last,  was  second  son  of 
David  Stockbridge,  Esq.,  and  grandson  of  the  Honourable  John  Gushing, 
Esq.,  and  of  the  worthy  and  aged  Deacon  Stockbridge;  was  only  twenty- 
six  years  old.^ 

Their  genealogy  may  bo  fonnd  in  Barry's  "History  of  Han- 
over."* 

*  On  his  grave-stone  in  the  Cemetery  at  Centre  Hanover  is  a  representation  of  liis 
accident  (be  being  beneath  ibe  tree,  with  axe  in  hand),  and  the  following  inscription : 
'*  Ste  Transit  Oloria  Mundi ,  Memento  Mori,  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  John  Stock- 
bridge  of  fair  &  unblemished  character.  In  deportment  modest,  benevolent,  uniform  & 
virtuous.  Son  of  Coll.  David  Stockbridge  descended  from  ye  mother's  side  from  ye  eld- 
est daughter  of  the  Hon.  John  Cnshing,  Esq :  whose  mortality  has  rendered  the  male 
issue  or  that  branch  of  that  respected  family  extinct.  He  Lived  beloved  and  died  uni- 
versally lamented.  His  death  was  budden,  prematnre,  awful  ^  violent,  providentially 
occasioned  by  the  fall  of  a  tree.  He  was  liom  Decenilier  Anno  Domini  1741  and  de- 
parted this  transitory  life  February  10,  A.  Domini  1768  aged  26  years  1  month  23  days. 
No  sum  can  purchase  such  a  grant  that  man  shall  never  die. 

Naked  as  from  the  earth  we  came  and  crept  into  life  at  first 
We  to  the  earth  return  again  and  mingle  with  the  dust." 
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Tlio  next  year,  1810,  tho  Wing8  built  a  vessel  nt  tins  yard 
wliirli  (*nino  near  ruining  tlieni,  and  wliieli  was  finally  sold  for 
them  by  Alden  l^rig/rs  at  a  great  loss.  Isaiah  built  the  vessel, 
and  interested  with  liini  were  Ihv.hvlor  and  Elijah^  his  brothera, 
who  furnished  timber  from  their  extensive  lands.  Benjamin 
Wing^  another  brother,  was  also  interested  in  this  vessel. 
Their  yard  was  located  al>out  where  the  Avail  now  loins  to  the 
river,  Iwlow  Barstow's  last  yard  in  Hanover.  Paul  Perry  was 
their  master  workman.  This  vessel  was  finished  in  1816,  after 
lying  at  Union  Bridge  until  the  Embargo  was  removed,  and  was 
finally  sold  to  Capt.  Levi  Starbuck,  of  Nantucket.  Isaiah 
Wing  was  a  native  of  Hanover.  He  attended  the  Academy, 
after  which  he  studied  law  with  Mr.  Winslow,  and  practised  for 
a  time  at  the  Four  Cornel's.  He  finally  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Cincinnati,  O.,  where  he  died.  The  Wings,  including 
SylvaiuiM  and  Kbenezcr,  lived  in  the  western  pail  <*f  the  town, 
comer  of  Winter  and  Circuit  street^,  on  the  site  of  tlie  house 
afterward  erected  and  occupied  by  Thomas  M.  Bates,  a  relative. 
Isaiah  Wingr*  2nd,  was  Lieutenant  Second  llegiment,  First  Brig- 
ade, Fifth  division,  Hanover  Militia,  1815.  The  male  branch 
of  the  family  is  probably  extinct,  and  of  the  female  descend- 
ants, Lydia,  dau.  of  Bachelor,  mar.  Capt.  Thomas  M.  Bates, 
1807.  William,  possibly  a  brother  of  the  elder  Wings,  mar. 
Huldah  C,  dau.  of  Robert  L.  Eells,  Nov.  26,  1789.  She  d.  in 
New  York. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vessels  built  in  Hanover,  but  at 
what  lenticular  yard  each  was  built  is  not  known  :  1784.  Sch. 
^'POLLY,"  52  tons,  of  Plymouth.  1784.  Sch.  "LARK,"  40 
tons,  of  Plymouth.  1784.  Sch.  "SALLY  ROBBIN," 58  tons, 
Thomas  Jackson,  Jr. ,  Plymouth,  owner.  1784.  Sch.  "  SALLY," 
58  tons,  of  Newburyport.  1784.  Ship  "BRITANNIA,"  163 
tons,  of  Boston.  1784.  Sch.  "AMERICA,"  49  tons.  1785. 
Sch.  "HAWK,"  of  Plymouth.  1787.  Sch.  "LYDIA,"  54  tons, 
of  PlymouUi.  1787.  Sch.  "AMERICA,"  50  tons,  of  Boston. 
1788.  Sch.  "BETSEY,"  43  tons,  of  PIvmouth.  1789.  Ship 
"ROBERT."  1791.  Sch.  "DIANA,"  52  tons,  of  Cohasset. 
1792.  Ship  "FRANKLIN,"  179  tons,  of  Boston,  afterward 
sold  to  Marblehcad.  1792.  Sch.  "PAULINA,"  74  tons,  of 
Boston.  1793.  Brig  "JANE,"  145  tons,  of  Boston.  1793. 
Sch.  "JANE,"  120  tons,  of  Boston.  1795.  Brig  "NEP- 
TUNE," 138  tons,  of  New  London,  Conn.  1795.  Sch. 
"LYDIA,"  54  tons,  of  Plymouth.  1796.  Sloop  "PACK- 
ETT,"  22  tons,  owned  by  Jed.  Ewell,  Mai-shfield.  and  Reuben 
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anils,  Ilanover.  1796.  Brig  "ALERT,"  104  toiw,  of  Bos- 
ton. 1798.  Sch.  REBECCA,"  77  tons,  of  Duxbury.  1798. 
Sch.  "  NEW  STATE,"  51  tons,  of  Plymouth.  1799.  Brig't'n 
"  MARY,"  169  tons,  of  New  York ;  afterward  sold  to  Boston. 
She  was  foi-merly  rigged  a  ship.  1799.  Sch.  *♦  LUCY,"  93 
tons,  of  Plymouth.  1 801 .  Sch. "  FREDERICK,"  107  tons,  of 
Boston.  1802.  Sloop  "  PACKET,"  22  tons,  of  Boston,  « tho 
said  vessel  having  been  forcibly  entered,  and  the  original  pan 
pers  stolen,"  as  appears  by  the  oath  of  James  Fenno,  master 
and  owner,  filed  in  the  Custom  Ilouse  at  Boston.  1803.  Ship 
«  MENTOR,"  of  New  Bedford.  1804.  Sloop  «  PACKET,"  62 
tons,  of  Plymouth.  1804.  Ship  "  HURON,"  of  New  Bedford. 
1804.  Ship  "  ALONZO,"  of  New  Bedford.  1806.  Ship  "CEN- 
TURY," 280  tons,  of  New  York.  1806.  Ship  "LEONID AS," 
of  New  Bedford.  1807.  Ship  "FANNY,"  of  New  Bedford. 
1810.  Ship  "ELIZA  BARKER,"  of  New  Bedford.  1810. 
Ship  "  LUCIES,"  of  New  Bedford.  1817.  Bark  "  FRANK- 
LIN," of  Rochester ;  lost  at  Macio,  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  in 
1834.  In  1881,  there  was  at  Grcenpoit,  L.  I.,  tho  whalcship 
"  PENN,"  which,  uft«r  sixty-three  yeare  of  service,  was  to  bo 
broken  up  at  New  Bedford.  She  was  built  in  1818,  in  Hano- 
ver. 1823.  Ship  "  COREL,"  335  tons,  of  New  York.  1838. 
Hermaphrodite  Brig  « PAULINE  TAYLOR,"  150  tons,  oak, 
copper  and  iron  fastened,  one  deck ;  owned  in  1859  by  H.  Lin- 
coln, Boston,  Capt.  Taylor.  1844.  Brig  "PARANA,"  209 
tons,  oak ;  owned  in  1863  by  H.  S.  French  &  Co.,  SagHxu'bor, 
Capt.  Groon. 
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FOX  HILL  YARD.     1690-1869. 

NATHANIEL  CnUIlGII,  JOllN  PALMER,  MICHAEL  FORD,  WILLIAM 
COPELAND,  ELIAS  W.  PRATT,  ELI8IIA  TOLMAN,  MR.  MERRITT, 
CAl'T.  THOMAS  WATERMAN,  JOSEPH  8.  BATES,  GAPT.  ELI8HA 
BARSTOW,  THOMAS  B.  WATERMAN. 

CCARCE  a  mile  below  North  River  Bridge  at  the  foot  of 
^  the  easterly  slope  of  Fox  Hill  and  at  the  foot  of  Sunset 
Hill  was  located  a  shipyard,  whoso  earliest  occupants  were 
probably  Nallinnicl  Church  and  John  Pabncr,  about  1G90. 
NaUianiel  Church  settled  in  Scituale  (now  Norwell),  in  1666. 
His  faiTn  was  on  North  River,  Routh  of  Cornet  3totson*8,  and 
included  the  *M}ald  lUlls."  Jlis  house  stood  by  the  river  , 
nearly  opposite  Job's  Landing.  Ho  was  a  younger  brother  of  ' 
-  Col.  Benj.  Church,  the  noted  hero  of  the  Indian  wars.  Nath'l 
had  sons :  Nathaniel,  Joseph  and  Caleb,  who  have  descendants 
living  in  Hanover  and  Marshfield.  Nathaniel,  the  shipbuilder, 
d.  in  1700. 

John  JPalmer^s  sou,  John  Jr.,  lived  near  the  junction  of  the 
roads  southeast  of  Church  hill,  not  far  from  the  3rd  Herring 
Brook.  The  father  was  in  So.  Scituato  previous  to  1660,  and 
during  that  year  built  "  John  Palmer's  Log  Bridge,"  so  called, 
over  the  3rd  Herring  Brook,  near  whore  the  present  bridge 
that  connects  Hanover  and  Norwell  is  located.  The  descend- 
ants of  Church  and  Palmer  probably  continued  the  business 
of  shipbuilding  here.  The  next  names  that  appear  to  have  been 
used  in  connection  with  shipbuilding  at  this  yard  were  those 
of  ]Michael  Ford  and  his  brother-in-law  William  Copeland. 
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was  gr.  son  of  Wm.  of  Marshficid, 
who  lived  on  the  east  side  of  North 
River,  near  "Gmvclly  Beach,** 
where  Michael  was  lK)m.  Michael,  Sr.  mar.  lioda  C(>|H^land  in 
1778/and  settled  on  a  fanii  purchased  of  Klienezcr  Stetson,  one 
half  mile  above  Cornet's  lt<K*.k8  on  North  River.  1 1  is  son 
Michael  succeeded  him.  William  Copeland  and  Michael  Ford,  Jr. 
worked  on  Smith's  Yard  in  Hanover  in  1799.  Michael  Ford 
was  Sergeant  in  the  militia  company  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Tolman.  He  did  the  joiner  work  on  the  vessels  on  the  way 
down  river,  and  while  working  on  the  "  Samos,**  (  ?)  stuck  a 
chisel  into  his  knee,  which  lamied  him  for  life.  Michael  Foixl  had 
sons :  Michael,  now  living  in  East  Boston  and  spoken  of  farther 
on,  William  C.,  now  dead,  and  David  Barnes,  who  married 
^Iiavinia  Sherman,  and  they  have  children  :  Angela  B.,  Chauncy 
D.,  Edith  F.  and  Howard  I.  David  Barnes  Ford  now  resides 
in  Hanover  Four  Comers.  Michael  Ford,  2d,  died  in  1877, 
at  an  advanced  age.  His  son  Michael,  who  now  lives  in  East 
Boston,  works  in  the  ship  yards  there  at  the  age  of  75,  and  c:m 
hew  a  spar  more  "  true  "  than  most  carpcntei's  at  80.  He  was  b. 
in  1814,  mar.  Mary  A.  Russell  of  Ipswich,  and  h:id  children  : 
Mary  G.  and  John  W.  At  sixteen  years  of  age,  Michael  3d, 
went  into  the  shipyard  of  his  father — Copeland,  Ford  &  Pratt. 
The  •'Mary  Ballard"  was  the  fii-st  vessel  that  Michael,  3d,' 
worked  on.  He  rememl>ers  going  down  river  in  her  and  anchor- 
ing off  the  Gurnet,  being  one  of  the  crew  under  Capt.  Cushing, 
and  he  also  remembei*s  nearly  freezing  to  death,  besides  l>eing 
very  sick,  while  waiting  for  a  wind  to  get  to  Boston.  He  went 
to  Medford  in  183(),  an<l  worked  for  Jotliam  St4»tson,  Wa(c»nnan 
&  Ewell  and  Paul  Curtis.  In  1842  he  went  to  East  Boston, 
where  he  made  windlasses  for  Samuel  Hall,  Donald  Mackay  & 
O.,  and  for  E.  &  H.  O.  Briggs,  South  Boston.  Before  leaving 
North  River  he  worked  on  Barstow's,  C.  O.  &  Henry  Briggs', 
Foster's  and  other  yards,  and  built  together  with  Abner  and 
Joshua  Stetson  and  Maitin  Curtis  in  1838  the  "Outcsio,"  in 
Hanover,  some  200  feet  alcove  Barstow's  Yard.  An  incident  is 
related  as  having  occurred  on  the  old  Copeland  &  Ford  Yard. 
One  day  some  one  on  the  ynrd,  who  believed  in  eating  consid- 
emble  Ijeef,  was  planing  a  cathead,  pushing  the  plane  with  great 
strength,  when  another  man,  who  was  Grahamite,  and  did  not 
believe  in  meat,  being  surprised  at  seeing  a  person  who  lived 
on  beef  displaying  so  much  strength,  when  he  himself  was 
quite  weak,  exclaimed,  "Why,  Mr.  Ford,  what  makes  you  so 
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strong  ? "    "  Beef,  beef,"  was  tlio  reply.     Wo  hope  the  other 
man  was  conyoi*ted. 


WiUiam  Copeland  was  a  grandson  of  Joseph,  who  eame 
into  Scituate  from  Bridgewater  in  1730.  The  children  of 
Joseph  were  remarkable  for  their  longevity.  In  1830  ten 
of  his  children  were  living,  the  youngest  72,  the  oldest  93, 
the  sum  of  their  ages  being  825  years,  and  all,  save  two,  had 
familieH,  but  there  are  no  male  desiMindnnl^  now  living.  The 
feninlo  menil)ers  married  into  the  families  of  Eells,  Barker, 
Tolman,  Ford  and  Stetson.  Charles  Tohnan  was  grand- 
nephew  of  a  Copeland.  William's  father,  William,  and  his 
uncle,  Ebenezer,  were  shipbuildei-s.  William  Copeland,  Jr.^ 
was  bom  in  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  William  C. 
Tolman,  gmndnephew  of  William,  Sr.,  next  the  old  Dea.  Eben 
Stetson  ]>lace.  William,  the  shipbuilder,  left  no  children. 
Michnel  Ford  and  his  ancestora  were  shipbuilders  and  carpen- 
tci*8  at  the  old  Chittenden  yard  and  at  the  yards  in  Marshfield, 
Hanover  and  Pembroke,  previous  to  Michael's  occupying  the 
Fox  Hill  yard.  William  Copeland  was  joiner  on  other  yards 
before  building  as  partner  with  Mr.  Ford  at  this  yard.  It  is 
therefore  a  question  whether  the  Copelands  or  Fords  occupied 
this  yard  previous  to  1816. 

Before  1815  Jiarker  Turner^  who  afterwards  built  at  the 
^ Brick-kilns "  and  "Bridge "  occupied  (his  yard.  Here  in  1813 
the  sch.  "ORIENT,"  42  tons,  was  built  by  Barker  Turner  for 
Ensign  Otis,  Jr.,  Thomas  Rider  and  Shadiiich  Stindish,  Scit- 
uate, and  in  1814  the  sch.  "BEAVER,**  29  tons,  was  built  by 
Barker  Turner  for  Lemuel  Vinal  and  Isaiah  Alden,  Jr.,  Scit- 
uate. In  1815  Mr.  Copeland  built  a  largo  ship  nt  this  yard. 
B.  &  M.  Stockbridge's  gundalo  w:us  used  under  this  ship 
during  three  tides  in  1815.  This  was  the  ship  "HEROINE,'* 
337  tons^  owned  at  Boston,  by  William  Shimmin  &  O.,  Wil- 
liam Copeland,  master  caipenter.  In  1829  the  "Heroine" 
was  added  to  the  Fairhaven  whaling  fleet,  and  made  voyages  in 
the  South  Atlantic  until  1839,  when  she  went  into  the  Pacific 
and  Indian  Oceans.  In  1852  during  a  severe  gale  the  second 
maUs  C.  Fuller,  and  five  men  were  washed  overboard  and  the 
"Heroine**  was  bndly  injured,  and  in  September  of  the  same 
year  she  was  considerably  damaged  by  fire.  She  was  con- 
demned at  Honolulu,  December,  1852,  in  her  38th  year. 
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built  together  in  181ff 
two  vessels,  viz : 
sch.  « MORNING 
STAK,'*  G5  tons,  of 
Orleans,  afterward 
of  New  Ifedford. 
The  oak  for  this  sch. 
cost  $7  per  ton.  She  was  begun  in  Oct.,  1815,  and  launched 
May,  1816.  They  also  built  the  sch.  ^'MILO,"  53  tons,  of 
Boston,  built  at  Scituato.  William  Copeland  built  alone  the 
same  year,  1816,  the  sch.  *•  FRIENDSHIP,"  63  tons,  of  Hull, 
owned  by  Paul  Billings,  James  H.  &  Martin  D.  Merritt  and 
Reulicn  Damon  of  Scituato.  Owned  in  1850  by  tfacob  Walden 
&  O.  at  Boston,  William  Copeland,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Built  prob- 
ably on  the  simie  model  as  the  *"  Milo."  These  two  latter 
schoonera  were  pink  sterns,  or  *^  pinkies,"  or  ^  pinkas,"  as  they 
used  to  call  them,  and  built  for  fishing  smacks.  They  were 
launched  on  the  same  ways ;  one  was  on  the  stocks  ahead  of  the 
other  and  both  were  launched  at  dusk  in  the  early  evening  of 
the  same  day.  Mr.  Turner  signalized  the  event  by  lighting  a 
number  of  tuv  barrels,  the  illumination  being  visible  for  miles 
around.  An  incident  is  related  of  a  certain  Mr.  Nye  of  Pem- 
broke, who,  while  Mr.  Turner  was  building  at  this  yard,  would 
come  across  the  river  at  night  and  *'  hook  "  loim  fi'om  a  jug  that 
Mr.  Turner  used  to  keep  in  his  chest.  Finally  two  men  were 
set  to  watch  and  after  Mr.  Nye  had  taken  a  good  drink  and 
filled  up  his  flask  they  seized  him.  Sometime  afterward  Mr. 
Nye  suddenly  died  from  the  eflects  of  an  overdose  of  liquor, 
taken  through  a  straw  from  a  barrel. 

In  1817  the  sch.  "FAME,"  47  tons,  was  built  by  Barker 
Turner  for  Isaiah  Alden,  Jr.,  H.  Damon,  Cummins  Jenkins 
and  James  Turner  Ford,  Scituate.  About  this  time  Caleb 
Turner  built  here  in  company  with  his  brother  Barker.  Wil- 
liam Co])eland  appears  not  to  have  luiilt  mnuy  vessels  prior  to 
181!)  when  lio  huill  in  ('oiiipaiiy  willi  Tlionias  Walrriiian  and 
Joseph  S.  Bates.  Caleb  Turner  was  grandstMi  of  Cap!..  lU^nja- 
min  of  Pembroke  and  son  of  Nathaniel  of  Scituate,  and  brother 
of  Barker  Tunier,  Sen.  He  lived  in  the  Uncle  Roger  Stetson 
House  and  left  a  family  who  moved  to  South  Bridgewater. 

^^  y  built    in    1818    the    sch. 

/j^A/.      ^  )«ROXANNA,"    73  tons, 

/^^/>CC<y      <JCe/4^i7^^LC^t^   forJohnBeal,SnellVVmle, 

^^XT\  /TV  Simeon      Litchtield     and 

4  ^  \f  William    Vinal,  Scituate, 

^^^  ^^^t^vr^r-e^  afterward  sold  to  Boston^ 
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She  was  commenced  in  Nov,  1817,  and  launched,  in  May,  1818, 
Also  in  1818  they  built  the  sch.  "  MAKY  JONES,"  56  tons,  of 
Scituate,  owned  by  Gushing  Otis,  James  and  Asa  Litchfield. 
Caleb  Baily,  3rd,  and  Haywood  Vinal  of  Scituate  :  used  in  fish- 
ing and  coasting,  and  in  April,  1819,  sch.  "CYRENE,**  58  tons, 
of  Boston,  which  tliey  began  in  Nov.,  1818.  Owners,  Howard 
Vinal,  Silas  Prouty  and  Cushing  Otis  of  Scituate,  &  O., 
Caleb  and  Barker  Turner,  M.  C.  In  1820  the  sch.  '^  GEORGE 
WASIUNGTON,"  67  tons,  was  built  by  Barker  Turner  for 
Is:ii:ih  Aldcn,  Jr.,  Ichabod  Alden,  Cohnan  Jenkins,  Cushing 
Otis,  and  Elislia  Foster,  tir.,  Scituate.  This  vessel  was  after- 
ward lost  at  Roa.  Also  the  same  year,  1820,  sch.  "LARK," 
pink  stem,  40  tons,  built  by  Barker  Turner  and  sold  to  Kings- 
ton. Not  long  after  this  Barker  Turner  removed  to  the  Brick- 
kiln Yard. 

In  1819  William  Copeland,  Michael  Ford  and  Elias  W.  Pratt 
formed  a  pailnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Copdandj  Ford  S 
Pinit.  Joseph  R.  Bates  and  Thos.  Watcnnan  also  built  in 
company  with  Wm.  Copeland.  Gad  Leavitt  lived  on  the  yard 
about  this  time.  William  Copeland  was  the  master  carpenter 
of  this  and  the  succeeding  finn.  Major  Elias  W.Pratt  came 
from  some  other  town  into  Scituate.  He  mar.  three  times  and 
had  children  by  his  fii-st  two  wives  :  Elias  E.,  (mar.  and  living 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.,)  William  B.,  hiowdead,)  Charles  C, 
(mar.  Hannah  Hart  and  has  one  child,)  Elizaboth  It.,  (who 
nmr.  (Jcorgo  W.  Stetson  and  now  lives  in  Mcdford,)  Abby  and 
Ituth  (both  dead,)  and  Emeline  A.,  b.  Jan.  9, 1831,  mar.  Nov. 
1,  1850,  Seth  E.  Bartlett  of  Duxbury,  who  died  March  18, 
1852.  They  had  one  child,  bom  1851,  who  mar.  Annie 
Eatough,  of  Taunton,  May  6,  1876.  Their  children  are  1.  John 
E.,  born  Jan.  25.,  1878 ;  2.  Sadie  E.  b.  Aug.  24,  1880.  They 
now  live  in  Montreal,  Canada.  Enieline  A.  mar.  secondly 
Loami  B.  Sylvester  of  Hanover,  June  1(>,  1858,  he  d.  in  the 
war,  Sept.  6,  1862.  They  had  one  child,  born  May  27,  1859. 
(See  Bridge  Yards,  Hanover).  Emeline  A.  mar.  for  her  third 
husband  Henry  S.  Bates,  Jan.  22,  1888.  In  1819  Copeland, 
Ford  &  Pratt  built  a  Sckoonei*  for  Capt.  David  Whiting  &  O., 
Hingham. 

built  the  same  year,  1819, 

^^^  ^^rfthe  brig  ""  CASHIER,''  73 

^hCTTicuy   ^^f^ySV'-r^i^'^ '         tons,  of  Boston:     Owned 

^^^^  ^  Jr€^t^^^^  ^y    William     Copeland, 

^^ ^  ^  Jr.,  Thomas  Watemian, 
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Scituate ;  Ebenezer  Clmdwick  and  «Toscph  S.  Bates,  of  Ilanover 
&  O.  This  vessel  may  have  been  built  in  Hanover  as  her 
register  states  but  as  two  or  three  vessels  were  sometimes  on 
the  ways  at  the  Fox  Hill  Yard  at  the  same  time,  she  may  have 
been  built  here.  Sometime  between  1819  and  1824,  there  entered 
into  this  finn  Elisha  Tolman,  Klisha  Mcrritt*  and  one  other, 
and  the  firm  name  was  changed  about  1824  to  WtUiam  Coper- 
land  &  Co.  Elisha  Tolman  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Capt. 
Benjamin,  who  came  to  Scituate  from  Dorchester  in  1709. 
Elisha  had  children,  Sanmel,  Charles  und  othei*s.  Sanuiel  had 
children:  Samuel  and  Joseph,  who  wei*e  ship  joiners,  and 
Rel)ecca.  Samuel  was  Oiptain  of  a  militia  company  of  foot  in 
1815.  He  was  interested  in  many  of  the  Yards,  being  one  of 
the  film  during  the  building  of  many  vessels  at  the  Fox  Hill 
and  Wanton  yards,  and  worked  joinering  on  most  all  the  yards. 
He  had  sons  :  Samuel  and  James  T.,  who  worked  on  the  yai*ds 
up  river,  and  twochildi*en  who  died.  Samuel  mar.  1.  Sarah, 
dnu.  of  William  Winslow.  2.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Elijah  Ames, 
and  widow  of  Ismel  Hatch.  Thei*e  was  one  child  by  the  first 
marriage:  Samuel  Jr.,  who  mar.  Eveleen  Leiand,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Gladys.  James  T.,  son  of  Sanmel,  Sr.  mar. 
Mary  T.,  daughter  of  C.  O.  Briggs,and  lives  comer  of  Oakland 
Avenue  and  Broadway,  in  the  house  fonnerly  occupied  by 
Doctors  Fobes,  Gai-nitt,  and  Downs  successively.  They  have 
two  children,  M.  Annaf  and  Herbert  C,  a  graduate  of  Yale. 
Elisha  Tolman  fell  down  the  hold  of  the  Brig  Moscow  (  ?)  on 
her  way  down  river  and  broke  his  neck.  The  new  {\v\\\  built  in 
1824  the  brig ''BYRON,"  193  tons,  for  William  Lovering  of 
Itoslon,  afterward  sohl  to  New  Bedford.  AVilliam  (/opeland, 
Jr.,  M.  C.  1825,  brig  ''LEXINGTON,"  197  tons,  of  Boston. 
William  Copeland,  Jr.,  M.  C,  condemned  at  Mauritius,  1856. 
In  1826  brig  "MOSCOW,"  277  tons,  of  Boston.  Lost  off 
California  before  it  was  annexed  to  the  United  States.  William 
(\)peland,  Jr.,  M.  C.  1827  brig  "SAMOS,"  243  tons,  of 
Boston,  owned  by  Windsor  Fay  &  ().  Ownod  in  1844  by 
Vernon  lirown,  of  Boston.  William  Copt^huKJ,  .Ir.,  M.  (\ 
Capt.  C.  B.  Graves  went  in  the  brig  "Samos,"  in  1838,  from 
Stockholm  to  New  York.  She  used  to  sail  between  the  AVest 
Indies  and  the  Baltic,  regularly.  Page  Brewer  was  master  of 
her,  after  him  the  late  William  Reed  of  Chelsea.    Capt.  Graves 


*  See  Chapter  MiscellaneouB  Yards,  Scltaate. 
t  See  Chap.  Brljcgs  Yardn. 


(^■^'-^'^sL^ 
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thinks  she  was  put  under  the  Spanish  flag  later.  In  1828,  was 
built  the  bri^ ''  LEDA,"  258  tons,  for  David  Eells,  or  Ellis,  of 
Boston,  William  Copcland,  M.  C.  1829,  sch. ''ORION,"  60 
tons,  of  Cohnssct.  Owned  by  Howard  Vinal,  William  Copc- 
land, Jr.,  William  Ibtskins,  Elias  W.  Pratt  and  Michael  Ford, 
of  Scituate.  William  Copcland,  Jr.,  M.  C.  The  next  year 
they  built  two  vessels.  1830  brig  "  ODESSA,"  180  tons,  built 
at  Hanover  (  ?),  and  owned  by  Isaac  Hall  and  Thomas  Curtis, 
of  noston.  William  (Copcland,  Jr.,  M,  C.  1830,  sch. 
"  liYCICUM,"  (If)  Ions,  owned  at  Scilnalo  by  John  ]U>al,  Tcleg 
Jenkins,  Melzar  liilcliiield,  Edw.  J.  l\)rtcr,  Michael  Ford, 
Elias  W.  Pratt  and  William  Copcland,  Jr„  M.  C.  In  1832  the 
film  built  their  last  vessel,  though  Michael  Ford  had  an  interest 
in  other  vessels  subsequently  built  at  this  yard.  This  vessel 
was  the  bark  *'  MARY  BALLARD,"  260  tons,  of  Boston,  built 
in  1832.  Copcland  &  Pmtt,  M.  C.  She  was  built  for  William 
Fay,  of  Boston,  was  used  in  the  liquor  ti*ade  and  lost  while  in 
said  trade.  Mr.  Fay  sent  down  a  quantity  of  liquor  when  she 
was  launched,  and  the  Rev.  David  Barnes  Ford,  remembers 
dealing  it  out.  He  was  probably  obliged  to  do  this,  for  we 
cannot  imagine  his  doing  such  a  thing  at  the  present  day. 
Some  verses  were  written  concerning  this  vessel  of  which  only 
the  following  lines  have  been  presei'ved  : — 

One  day  it  chanced  to  cross  my  roving  thought 
That  James  and  I  would  take  a  walk, 
Down  to  the  ship  yard  wc  would  go, 
There  was  a  lady  for  a  show. 

Mary  Ballard  was  her  name. 


If  to  the  shipyjird  you  would  go. 
Take  care  and  not  be  climbing  so. 

Joseph  C.  and  Samuel  Tolman,  Jr.,  did  the  joiner  work  on 
the  "Mary  Ballard."  George  B.  Tolman,  son  of  Elisha,  who 
was  a  descendant  of  Charles,  fell  from  a  staging  on  board  the 
''Mary  Kallard"  and  was  injured.  When  lost  the  ''Mary 
Ballard  "  w:vd  owned  by  John  11.  Pierson  ;  she  was  cast  away  on 
the  Bahamas  in  the  spring  of  1843,  loaded  with  ice  for  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  In  1832  this  firm  sold  out  to  Thomas  Waterman 
and  Joseph  S.  Bates.  Watennan  it  Bates  began  to  dig  for  a 
yard  a   little  way  up   river,   by  the  swimming  place  above 
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the  southwesterly  slope  of  Fox  Hill.  While  engaged  pre- 
paring to  locate  here,  Copeland  &  Ford  decided  to  go  out  of 
business,  and  sold  their  yai-d  to  Waterman  &  Bates,  who  built 
in  company  three  yeai's,  or  until  1836,  when  Mr.  Bates  retired 
from  the  firm. 

was  l)orii  in 
1791,       and 

years.      His 

father,    Tliomas,    born     17G5,     was  gnindHon    of 

Tliomas  of  Mai*uhticld,  and  son  of  /^J^  Ca|>t.  An- 
thony, who  came  fi-ora  Mai*shficld  in  ^  O'^  /  1700.  Capt. 
Thomas  Waterman  resided  east  of  the  brook,  at  the  ancient 
Copeland  place.  He  had  two  children  :  Thomas  B.,  who  mar. 
Clara  Crookerof  Norwell,and  succeeded  his  father  fUi  the  yard, 
and  Sylvia,  who  d.  in  August,  1844.  Thomas  B.  has  had  two 
children:  1.  Tliomas  W.,lK>m  May  4,  18(i8,  a  noble  fellow, 
who  was  taken  from  them  by  typhoid  fever  in  the  fall  of  1888, 
just  as  he  was  attsiining  manhood ;  2.  George,  l)orn  Oct.  30, 
1870,  now  in  a  bank  in  Boston.  Joseph  8.  Bates  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Caleb,  of  Ilingham,  through  Comfort  of  Pembroke,  in 
which  town  he  was  bom.  He  served  his  time  with  Col.  J.  B. 
Barstow  and  mar.  his  dau.,  Sanih,  Oct.  2,  1820.  They  lived 
on  Broadway,  northeast  of  Hanover  Four  Comers,  and  luul  three 

children  :  1.  Henry  S.,  b.  Nov.,  1821,  mar.  1st, Gardner, 

2nd,  in  l888,Mi-s.  Emeline  Sylvester.  2.  Sanih  Ann,  b.  Nov., 
1823.  a.  John  Burden,  b.  Feb.  17,  182(>,  who  mar.  Lydia 
Wutci*man,  and  lives  corner  of  Jiocklaud  street,  next  to  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  the  Four  Comers. 

The  first  year  Watennan  &  Bates  built  two  vessels,  as  follows, 
viz:  1833,  ship  "HILO,"  390  tons,  of  New  York,  the  largest 
vessel  ever  biiilt  at  this  yard^  and  which  is  said  to  have  cost 
$1000  to  get  out  of  the  river.  She  wius  usimI  jus  a  whalor. 
1833,  ship  "ONTAltlO,*'  3(;7  tons,  of  Sag  llarlMn-.  Her 
length  was  108  feet,  breadth  27  feet,  depth  13  feet.  She  after- 
ward hailed  fi'om  New  Bedford.  They  built  in  1835  the  brig 
•*  ALMINA,"  175  tons,  of  Boston,  a  fruiter,  used  in  the  Medi- 
terranean tmde,  and  in  1836  the  sch.  ''RIENZI,"  108  tons,  of 
Boston.  The  "Ilienzi,"  was  captured  and  burned  at  sea  by  a 
rebel  privateer  in  1863.  This  was  the  last  vessel  built  by 
Waterman  &  Bates. 
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Capt.  Wntcmnan  cftrricd  on  the  business  nlono  until  1846. 
Tlio  first  vessel  he  built  after  Mr,  Bates  retired  was  the  next 
yenr,  1837,  the  brig  "VINTAGE,**  199  tons,  of  Boston,  a 
fruiter  used  in  the  Alediterranean  tmde,  Thomas  Waterman, 
M.  C,  and  in  1838  the  brig'^OTHO,"  132  tons,  of  Boston, 
Thomas  Watennan,  M.  C,  and  in  1840,  sch.  ''LAKE,"  99 
tons,  owners:  George  M.  Allen,  Eaton  Vinal,  Thomas  L, 
Manson,  John  Manson  and  Thomas  Watennan,  of  Scituate,  who 
built  her.  The  "  Ijako,"  was  eonnnanded  by  Capt.  Vinal  in  the 
West  India  logwood  tnide,  etc.,  and  during  her  second  or  third 
voyage  she  ran  otT  Magucna  Reef,  near  Crooked  Passive,  and 
was  totolly  wrecked.  Rebuilt  in  1841  bark  "WAVE,"  197 
tons,  owned  by  Nathaniel  H.  Emmons,  George  W.  Wales,. 
Thomas  B.  Wales,  St.,  and  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Qumcy  of  Boston. 
Thomas  B.  Wales  had  a  son,  Thomas  B.,  whom  he  wished  to 
send  to  sea,  probably  thinking  this  to  be  the  most  advantageous 
way  of  shilling  him  in  a  merctmtilo  life.  To  induce  him  to  go 
he  had  this  bark  built  aud  iitlcd  up  with  fancy  cabins,  and 
expense  was  not  spared  to  make  it  an  attmctive  and  comfortable 
vessel.  As  a  fuillier  inducement  he  put  his  son  in  as  captain, 
but  as  he  had  never  been  to  sea  before  it  was  necessary  to  have 
for  the  first  mate  an  experienced  "old  salt ;  "  so  Capt.  Winsor 
went  as  first  mate  on  her  first  voyage,  which  was  to  be  around 
Capo  Horn  to  the  Northwest  costst,  tmding.  It  was  the  custom 
in  those  days  for  the  Cai)tjiin  to  stay  below,  leaving  his  mate  in 
charge  of  the  ship,  and  it  is  fair  t.o  presume  that  Ca|)t.  Wales  let 
the  nijite  run  the  ship  nu)st  of  the  time.  The  "  Wave  *'  probably 
did  not  go  to  the  Northwest  coast,  and  young  Wales  may  have 
disappointed  his  father  and  never  have  gone  in  her,  but  the 
above  is  the  story  as  told  the  author.  The  bark  "  Wave  "  in  1841 
made  a  voyage  from  Boston  to  Rochelle  ;  in  1842,  Kochelle  to* 
Boston  with  bmndy ,  fruit,  etc. ,  and  Norfolk,  Va. ,  to  Rochelle  with 
slaves,  &c.  In  1843from  Riodo  Janeiro  with  coiree,andfrom  New 
Bedford  to  Cowerand  with  288  casks,  447  gross  gallons  of  oil  and 
10  tons  of  logwood.  In  1843-4,  Norfolk  to  Rochelle  and  back 
again  with  potash,  rice,  staves,  &c.  In  1884  she  was  owned  in 
New  Bedford,  then  42  yeai-s  old.  At  this  yard  was  built  in 
1842  the  sch.  "MANSON,"  93  tons,  owners  George  M.  Allen, 
Moses  R.  Cohnan,  John,  Thomas  L.  and  Joel  L.  Manson, 
lOaton  Vinal,  the  buihier  Thomns  Watennan,  and  Michao^ 
Ford,  Scituate.  The  "Manson"  was  eonnnanded  by  Ci\\}t 
Moses  Coleman  and  mn  between  Boston  and  Venezuela,  taking 
out  mixed  cargoes  and   bringing  back   goat  skins.     The  last 
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vessel  built  by  Capt.  Watcnniui  iiloiio  at  this  yuril  w:is  in  1845, 
the  sch.  "  ST.  PAUL,"  94  tons,  of  Boston.  Owned  by  Capt. 
John  Cashing  of  Hanover  and  William  H.  Talbot,  of  Scituate. 
Tlie  "St.  Paul,"  was  commanded  by  "Capt.  Bill  Talbot"  and 
i\8cd  in  the  coasting  trade  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  William 
Clark  of  Hanover  wa.s  one  of  the  crew  of  throe  that  went  Ijcfoi'o 
the  mast  on  the  first  voyage  of  the  "  St.  Paul."  They  went  to 
Matanzas  and  New  Orleans  with  general  cargo  and  brought 
back  molasses,  sugar,  etc.     She  was  finally  lost. 

who  was  at 


building 
in    the    old 

Barstow  Yard  back  of  Edmund  Q.  Sylvester's  in  Hanover  was 
approached  in  1846  by  George  Si.  Allen  of  Scituate  Harbor 
with  a  proposition  to  build  for  him  a  vessel  of  250  tons»  but  on 
account  of  the  great  expense  necessary  to  get  the  vessels  over 
the  shoals  below  his  yard,  which  would  consume  the  small 
pi-ofits  of  those  days,  Capt.  Bai-stow  decided  it  would  not  pay 
to  build  the  vessel  at  his  yard,  and  therefore  invited  (^apt. 
Waterman  to  build  her  in  company  at  Ai»,  Capt.  Wateiman's, 
yard.  He  accepted  and  they  began  their  pailnership,  which 
lasted  until  1859,  when  Thomas  B.  Waterman  succeeded  his 
father,  and  in  company  with  Capt.  Bai-stow,  built  until  1869, 
when  was  built  the  last  vessel  at  this  yard.  Capt.  Barstow  now 
became  the  nuister  caii)enter.  The  first  vessel  built  by  the  new 
firm  was  the  bark  "TOM  COH WIN,"  250  tons,  laundied  in 
1847,  and  owned  by  Joel  L.,f1ohn  and  Thomas  L.  Manson, 
George  M.  and  William  P.  Allen,  of  Scituate  Harbor,  and 
commanded  by  Capt.  John  Manson.  Charles  Le  Roy,  of  So.  Scit- 
uate, went  in  her  on  her  first  voyage  to  St.  Petersburg,  Russia, 
in  the  spring  of  1847.  In  1859  she  was  owned  by  Elisha 
Atkins,  at  Boston,  and  was  lost  when  an  old  vessel. 

Capt.  John  Manson,  her  commander,  was  born  in  1805  at 
Scituate  Harbor,  where  he  deceased  July  14,  1889.  In  1815  he 
went  with  his  father  mackerel  fishing  in  the  "Rosebud."  In 
1812-13  the  British  frigate  "Nymph,"  and  the  British  74 
"La  Hogue,"  sent  their  boats  into  Scituate  Harbor  from 
time  to  time  and  burned  or  carried  ofl*  the  vessels  there.  Capt. 
Manson  remcmliers  once  when  a  ficet  of  those  boats  were  com- 
ing in,  that  the  women  began  to  carry  ofl*  their  beds  and  furni- 
ture, but  an  officer  in  one  of  the  British  boats  cried  out,  "Good 
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women  don't  cany  your  beds  off,  we  ain't  going  to  hurt  you.** 
At  this  time  the  "Rosebud,"  which  belonged  to  the  elder 
Manson,  the  "Orient,"  and  the  "Sophronia"  were  car- 
ried oir,  and  five  or  six  other  vessels  were  burned  in  the 
Harbor.  The  British  returned  the  "Rosebud,"  which  was 
finally  sold  to  Maine.  The  "Orient"  they  kept,  and  the 
master  of  the  "Sophronia,"  which  was  loaded  with  hay,  went  on 
board  the  man  of  war  and  induced  them  to  give  her  up  and 
let  him  tjikc  her  back  to  the  Harbor.  Oi{)t.  Manson  commanded 
iii*st  the  sell.  "James  Otis,"  built  in  Pembroke,  and  about 
1830-1  the  "Mary,"  built  in  Kenncbunk;  later  the  sch. 
"Abigail,"  built  by  Magoun  &  Turner  in  Brooklyn  about 
1834,  afterward  the  Her.  Brig  "Allen,"  the  bark  "Tom 
Corwin,"  and  the  ship  "William  Sturgis,"  built  in  Med- 
ford,  all  used  in  the  New  Orleans  and  European  trade,  and 
in  1851-4  the  ship  "Meridian,"  built  by  Jackson  &  Ewell, 
JOsist  JtoH(4)n,  1740  tons,  now  moa4^ui*ement.  This  was  the 
largest  vessel  then  afloat.  He  commanded  the  ship"(icorgo 
Peabody  "  to  Europe  from  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  and  back 
from  Liverpool  with  emigrants.  Ho  brought  the  Hum- 
boldts  from  Norfolk  to  Baltimore  in  1857  and  from  1858 
to  the  end  of  his  sea  life  in  1861  he  mswle  three  voyages  in  the 
ship  "Golden  Fleece,"  (built  by  Paul  Curtis  at  East  Bos- 
ton,) to  San  Fmncisco.  He  retired  from  the  sea  in  18R1 
on  account  of  the  war.  It  is  remarkable  that  Capt.  Manson 
never  met  with  any  accident  except  to  caiTy  away  some  small 
spar  or  lose  a  man  overboard.  During  the  later  part  of  his  sea 
going  he  sailed  for  Wm.  F.  Weld  &  Oo.  He  superintended  the 
laying  of  the  keel  for  the  first  vessel  they  ever  built.  Before 
sailing  for  them  he  always  sailed  for  himself.  In  one  voyage 
to  New  Orleans  and  back  he  cleared  for  the  Welds  $60,000, 
and  while  in  the  Meridian  she  paid  for  herself  and  $27,000 
Huri)lus  in  three  voyages. 

Barstow  &  Waterman  built  in  1848  the  bark"ZION,"  19» 
tons,  of  Boston,  owned  in  1859  by  Piei*son  and  under  Capt. 
Ileynold,  a  pai*t  owner.  They  had  on  the  stocks  at  the  same 
time,  in  1848,  the  brig  "  ABRAM,"  158  tons,  owned  by  Moses  R. 
( -olcnum,  Oeorjjjo  M.  Allen,  Michael  Ford  and  Thomas  Water- 
man, of  Scituate.  She  took  the  place  of  the  "  Manson  "  in 
the  Venezuela  tnido  and  was  built  of  oak,  copper  and  iron 
fastened  and  owned  in  1861  by  Vose,  Livingston  &  Co.,  New 
York.  In  1849  they  built  two  vessels.  1849  bark  "  ADELIA 
ROGERS,"  199  tons,  of  Boston,  owned  in  1861  by  Taylor  & 
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others ;  Capt.  Snow.  This  vessel  was,  in  her  registers, 
sometimes  called  the  ^Adelaide  Rogers/*  She  was  com- 
manded by  Capt.  George  Taylor,  of  Chatham,  and  was  after- 
wards lost  on  the  Southern  Co^ust.  Thoy  huilt  the  sch. 
•*  ROBERT  RAIKES,"  in  1849,  81  tons,  oak,  iron  and  copi)cr 
fastened,  single  botUmi,  owned  in  1874  by  K.  &  E.  K.  C<M)k, 
of  Provincetown,  and  used  as  a  iishing  vessel.  Capt.  T.  J. 
Coorigan.  Capt.  Swift,  the  largest  owner,  had  this  vessel 
named  the  **  Robert  Raikcs**  becsmso  of  his  strong  sympsithy 
with  this  great  Methodist.  In  1850  they  built  the  brig 
"SARAH,**  165  tons,  for  Capt.  Moses  Coleman,  of  Scituate, 
who  used  her  in  the  West  India  trade.  The  sch.  ""  ANTARTIC," 
iras  built  here  in  1851,  101  tons,  of  oak,  iron  and  copper 
fastened,  single  bottom,  whaler.  In  1872  she  was  owned  by  J. 
E.  &  G.  Bowley,  of  Provincetown,  Capt.  Hill.  In  1884  she 
was  at  Provincetown  and  still  whaling.  She  was  on  her  way 
down  North  River  when  Minot's  light  was  blown  over.  The 
same  year  they  built  the  sch.  **  JOSHUA  E.  BOWLEY,**  95 
tons,  owned  in  1884  at  Provincetown,  Mass.  In  1852  they 
built,  on  owner's  account,  the  Her.  Brig  "KERNISAN,**  127 
tons,  and  sold  to  William  F.  Weld.  Owned  in  Boston  by  N. 
J.  Weld,  in  1859,  deck  cabin.  It  is  reported  that  she  was  lost 
with  all  on  board  on  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies.  Also  the 
sch.  ''SEA  DRIFT,**  99  tons,  oak,  iron  and  copper  fastened, 
built  by  them  in  1852,  owned  in  1865  in  Scituate.  They  built 
the  sch.  "  WILLIAM  MARTIN,"  in  1854,  which  is  registered  at 
some  poi-ts  as  having  been  built  in  Hanover,  but  this  mishiko  is 
easily  explained.  The  builder's  :uldrcss  was  Hanover,  aiul  the 
owners  in  registering  nalunilly  Uiouglit  tho  vcwst^ls  were  built 
in  Hanover,  but  this  mistake  in  registry  has  been  corrected 
wherever  found.  The  sch.  **  William  Martin,"  built  by  them  in 
1854,  was  130  tons,  flush  deck,  was  owned  in  1859  by  William 
Maitin,  of  Orleans,  Mass.  Built  of  oak  and  hackmatack. 
Iron  and  copper  fastened.  Sheathed  with  zinc  in  Oct.,  1867. 
In  1802  she  wjus  transforrcd  from  Orleans  to  Boston  and  sent 
whaling  in  the  Atlantic.  On  July  (»,  ISSi),  the  *"  William 
Martin,**  under  Capt.  Howard,  arrived  in  Boston  from  a  25 
months*  whaling  voyage  in  the  Atlantic  with  sperm  oil  to 
Heman  Smith.  She  landed  100  bbls.  at  Fayal,  during  the 
voyage,  and  since  Jan.  20,  1889,  at  which  time  she  sailed  from 
Dominia,  she  has  got  GO  bbls.  of  spcnn  oil.  In  1855  the  finn 
built  the  sch.  "N.  &  II.  GOULD,'*  for  Capt.  Gould,  who  was 
drowned  off  Pliiladelphia  while  trying  to  save  a  man  who  had 


J 

I 

\\           ''"^ 

"^  JiLrXyiV 

Mx^^^^y 

uflwA^mHmll 

fir" 

S&i 

^  'ijfMPTWc 

Sivl 

|Pra 

1  •  l'|IS^a!B9B 

sntH^p' 

1             -^    .., 

ScH.  "  William  MARrm." 
Built  by  Bantow  &.  Waterman. 
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fallen  overboard.  Just  as  he  was  going  clown  lie  licld  up  his 
pocket  book,  then  sank.  Capt  Gould  used  this  vessel  as  a 
fi-cighter.  In  1803  she  was  owned  by  Yates,  Potterfield  &  Co, 
of  Orleans,  Mass.,  and  in  18G5  by  Ebon  Scales  of  Dennis,  and 
sailing  under  Caj)t  Crowcll.  The  sch.  "N.  &  H.  Gould,"  was 
142  tons,  91  feet  long,  25  foet  broad.  Draft  10  feet.  Built  of 
oak,  iron  and  copper  fastened,  single  bottom.  Owned  in  1876 
by  Eben  Seal's,  Boston,  Capt.  Baker,  master.  The  last 
vessel  built  by  Capt.  AA'sitcnnan  and  Capt.  Barstow  in  company 
was  in  1850,  the  brig  "SPRIG  1  IT,"  {or '' Sprite^')  200  tons, 
used  in  So.  American  tnide  by  Lif  kin  &  Ironside,  N.  Y.  She 
was  owned  in  1865  by  C.  AV.  Swift,  New  York. 

No  more  vessels  were  built  here  until  1859.  This  year  Capt. 
Waterman's  son  succeeded  to  his  share  of  the  business,  and  the 
Same  yesir,  1859,  the  new  firm  of  Capt.  Elijah  Barstow  and 
Thomas  B.  Waterman  launched  the  Sch.  "MARY  GREEN- 
ISH," 140  tons ;  oak,  copper  and  iron  fststened  ;  rider  keelsons ; 
owned  in  1865  by  Fairbanks  &  Adams,  Boston;  Capt.  J. 
Greenish.  This  vessel  was  named  after  the  Captain's  wife. 
The  next  vessel  they  built  was  the  Sch.  "ABBIE  BRAD- 
FORD," built  in  September,  1860.  She  was  114  tons,  87  feet 
long,  23  feet  broad ;  built  of  oak,  iron  and  copper  fastened, 
and  was  yellow  metiilled  in  September,  1866.  In  1872  she 
was  owned  by  Mac4y  &  Co.,  Nantucket ;  Cai)t.  A.  Baker.  She 
wjts  originally  commanded  by  Capt.  Ezni  Freeman,  of  Sand- 
wich. She  was  named  after  the  Captain's  dau<!:hler,  Abbie  Bmd- 
ford  Freeman,  and  had  for  a  figure-head  the  full  statue  of  a 
little  girl.  She  was  one  of  the  first  vessels  captured  by  the 
ConfedeiTite  privateer  "Alabama,"  Capt.  Semmes,  while  on  her 
way  to  the  West  Indies.  He  bonded  her  and  let  her  go.  In 
1872,  Jonathan  Bourne,  of  New  Bedford,  bon«j;ht  the  '*Abbio 
Bradford,"  and  sent  her  eight  voyages  to  Hudson's  lijiy ,  whaling. 
On  her  last  voyage,  in  1887,  she  came  out  of  the  Bay  in  Sep- 
tember, went  South,  and  was  badly  wrecked  in  a  gale  in  De- 
cember, obliging  her  to  put  into  the  port  of  Santos,  Brazil, 
where  she  was  condemned  and  sold  in  January,  1888.  Mr. 
Bourne  owncul  hor  sixteen  yeai's.  The  next  vessel  was  the 
Her.  Brig  "  FALCON,"  128  tl)ns,  built  1862,  of  oak ;  iron  and 
copper  fastened ;  yellow  nieUilled  in  1870;  owned  in  1874  by 
N.  1\  Mann  &  Co.,  Boston,  and  used  whaling.  J.  C.  Osgood, 
of  Salem,  for  whom  the  "Falcon"  was  built,  sold  her  in  1871 
to  N.  P.  jMann  &  Co.,  and  she  was  sold  by  them  to  Capt.  C.  B. 
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Graves  and  Fowl©  &  Carroll,  Boston,  for  tho  West  India  tnule 
in  1874.  Capt.  Graves  commanded  her  for  four  voyages,  then  left 
her  on  account  of  sickness,  and  Cupt.  Jordan  Co<ly  took  her  to 
San  Domingo.  On  her  homeward  passage  slio  was  struck  by  a 
hurricane  between  Hayti  and  Cuba.  They  liad  to  cut  away  the 
masts,  and,  after  the  stomi,  they  put  up  jury-masts  and  reiu;hed 
Port  Jago,  Cub:i,  where  slie  was  condemned  and  sold  for  a  coal 
hulk.  In  18G3,  Barstow  &  Waterman  built  the  Her.  Brig 
**  SALINAS,"  150  tons ;  oak,  inm  and  copper  fastened  ;  yellow 
metalled  in  November,  1879.  She  was  owned  in  1872  by  Cart- 
wright  &  Harrison,  Bermuda,  and  was  sailing  under  the  British 
flag.  About  1875  her  name  was  changed  to  ^'Warren^^  and 
she  wjis  owned  by  Cartwright,  Harrison  &  Co.,  Barbadoes. 
The  next  year  they  built  a  vessel  which  cleared  for  her  owners, 
at  the  end  of  a  ten  months'  whaling  voyage,  $14,000.  This 
was  the  Sch.  **  SUSAN  N.  SMITH,"  built  in  1864  for  Heman 
Smith.  The  "  Susan  N.  Smith  "  was  of  150  tons.  AVhile  on  a 
whaling  voyage  in  the  Atlantic  she  was  reported  lost  Aug.  28, 
1869,  with  the  Captain's  wife.  Mi's.  Kounseville,  two  children, 
the  firat  and  second  mate,  boat-stcercrs,  and  thirteen  of  the 
crew.  She  had  one  hundred  and  eighty  barrels  of  spcnu  oil. 
In  the  fall  of  the  siime  year  they  launched  a  sister  vessel  to  the 
"Susim  N.  Smith,"  though  she  was  a  little  smaller.  This  wjis 
the  Sch.  "LOUISA  A.,"  122  tons,  built  for  a  whaler,  owned 
by  Heman  Smith,  Boston,  in  1875,  commanded  by  Capt.  Kelly. 
She  was  lost  on  a  reef  near  Florida  about  1883.  The  next 
year  they  built  a  coaler  for  Capt.  Kdwin  Bai*stow.  This  was 
the  Sch. 'TINTA,"  built  in  1865,  207  tons,  dniwing  12  feet; 
oak,  iron  and  copper  listened  ;  ycUow  nu'lallinl  flanuary,  lS(;s  ; 
owned  in  1872  by  E.  W.  Barstow  ;  Capt.  J.  H.  Smith,  master. 
In  1875  she  was  owned  by  Capt.  Small  and  others,  at  Pem- 
broke, Me.,  and  used  as  a  fisherman.  They  next  built  for 
Heman  Smith  a  vessel,  the  Hermaphrodite  Brig  "IIKMAN 
SMITH,"  123  tons,  built  in  April,  1866 ;  oak,  iron  and  copper 
fasU^ned ;  yellow  nu^(alhMl  in  1860.  She  was  a  wlinlor,  and 
owned  in  1872  by  Heman  Smith  and  others,  Boston  ;  Ca])t.  \\\ 
Martin.  In  1877  she  was  still  whaling  in  the  Atlantic,  and  in 
1884  owned  in  Boston.  She  was  condemned  in  1886,  at  St. 
MichaePs,  though  then  a  good  vessel.  In  1866  a  whaling  brig 
was  built  on  the  ow^ncrs'  account,  and  sold  in  1868  to  Province- 
town  parties,  which  year  she  first  got  Iut  register.  This  was 
the  Iler.  Brig  "LIZZIK  J.  BIGKLOW,"  150  tons,  dnift  12 
feet ;  oak,  iron  and  copper  fastened  ;  yellow  metalled  in  October, 


llEn.    BkIO    "  I.IXKIK  J.    UlOBI^W,"    160  TONS. 

llniUin  tens,  hy  JInratow  AWnlcrtimii,  at  Fox  (or  8uii»ct)  Hill  Van). 
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1871.  la  1872,  used  im*  :i  wlialer  in  Provincctown,  M.«i8S., 
by  li.  A.  Lewis,  Capt.  Josiah  Cook.  The  brig  "  Lizzie  J.  Bige- 
low  "  was  owned  by  C.  E.  &  B.  II.  Fabens,  of  Saloni,  for  about 
ten  yoai-s.  She  was  bought  March  4,  1873,  of  C.  G.  &  G.  E. 
llyder,  for  $1)500,  and  foundered  at  8ca  in  1885,  the  crew  being 
t'lken  ott*  by  a  Scotch  bark.  An  account  from  a  daily  paper  at 
that   Jine  says : 

**  Tho  crow  of  the  *  Lizzie  J.  Bigolow/  which  was  abandoned  at  sea  Feb. 
12,  1885,  were  rescued  by  Ciipt.  Lawson,  of  the  bnrk  'Messina.^  The 
'Lizzie  J.  Bigelow^  sailed  from  St.  Marlins,  Jan.  28,  and  about  seven 
o'clock  that  night,  when  eight  miles  northwest  of  Sombrero  Light,  James 
Dawcctt,  a  Nova  Scotia  seaman,  fell  overboard  from  aloft,  and  was  drowned. 
On  Feb.  6,  a  heavy  westerly  gale  set  in,  ))uraps  had  to  be  manned  every 
half  hour;  the  gale  inorcasecTa  little  every  day,  and  on  tho  lOth  blow  with 
great  violence ;  a  heavy  sea  ran  dangerously  high,  and  sharp  lightning  ap- 
neared  on  the  eve  of  the  12th.  At  nme  o'clock  a  vessePs  light  was  sighted. 
The  *  Bigelow  ^  w:is  leaking  so  biuUy  that  they  made  signals  of  distress, 
and  were  taken  oil'  with  great  dilliculty." 

In  the  fall  of  180fi,  Barstow  &  Watennan  commenced  a  new 
vessel,  which  was  launched  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year. 
She  was  built  a  whaler,  for  Henian  Smith,  and  Capt.  Charles 
Stetson,  of  Kinujston,  went  nuuster  of  hor.  This  w:us  the  IIim*. 
«rig  "UOSA  BAKER,"  loy  tons,  launched  in  May,  18G7  ;  oak, 
iron  and  copper  fa.stcned ;  yellow  nietsiUcd  October,  1871. 
She  w:us  whaling  in  the  Atlantic  from  18(17  to  1877,  and  in  18(1!) 
or  1S72  wa.M  sold  to  •lonathan  Hourne,  Jr.,  of  New  Bc^dlord, 
and  went  to  Iludson'.s  Bay,  whaling.  On  Sept.  5,  1874,  the 
fii-st  mate  and  boat's  crew  were  lost  in  the  ice  in  Hudson's  Bay. 
In  August,  1889,  she  wa^  owned  in  Boston,  and  lying  at  Na- 
tional Wharf,  East  Boston.  She  is  registered  at  some  ports  as 
the  ''  liosa  Barker ^^^  which  is  a  mistake,  as  she  was  named  after 
Kosa,  daughter  of  Joshua  Baker.  In  1809  was  launched  the 
Sch.  "IIOI'E  ON,'*  the  last  vc5=iscl  built  by  this  firm,  the  last 
yesjicl  built  on  this  yard,  and  next  to  the  last  vessel  built  on 
North  Kiver.  She  was  built  on  the  owners'  account,  and  was  a 
great  loss  to  her  builders.  There  was  no  demand  for  vessels 
when  she  was  launched,  and  it  w^as  nearly  two  years  before  she 
was  sold.  For  this  resison  she  has  often  been  rciristered  as  liav- 
ing  been  built  in  1871.  This  vessel,  the  Sch.  "Hope On," was 
191  tons  burthen,  100  feet  long,  24  feet  broad,  draft  11  feet; 
white  oak  and  yellow  pine,  iron  and  copper  fastened,  single 
bottom  ;  owned  in  1876  by  Edwin  Barstow  &  Son,  of  Boston ; 
Capt.  L.  Chase,  commander.     She  was  rated  as  having  been 
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built  first  class.  In  1877  she  was  sold  to  J.  T.  Richardson,  of 
New  Bedford,  and  sent  whaling  in  Uie  Atlantic,  under  Gapt.  M. 
A.  Baker.  She  was  later  sold  to  parties  in  Talcahuana,  Chili, 
where  she  has  been  used  as  a  freighter  and  whaler.  May  slie 
live  long,  and  be  a  noble  monument  to  her  builders  as  the  last 
vessel  built  by  them. 


CHAPTER  X. 


BRICK  KILN  YARD.— 1730-1807. 

CAFT.   BENJAMIN  TURNEU,     CAIT.    ICIIABOl)   THOMAS,    SR.,    OAFT. 

lOIIABOD   THOMAS,  JR.,    CALVIN   TURNER. 


TT  IS  impoHsiblo  to  say  when  vessels  were  first  built  at  this 
■■•  yard,  but  records  have  l)een  found  of  quite  a  number  of 
ships  built  in  Duxbury  in  early  times,  and  some  of  them  were 
probably  built  here,  as  at  that  time  Pembroke  was  a  part  of 
Duxbury.  The  Indian  name  of  Duxbury  was  Mattakeeset,  but 
the  western  part  of  what  is  now  Pembroke  was  generally  called 
Namassakeeset.  Pembroke  was  set  off  by  itself,  and  incorpo- 
rated as  a  town,  in  1711-12,  and  the  first  mention  of  the  new 
town  in  the  newspapera  was  the  same  year : 

"  Pembroke,  Dec.  6th,  1711-12.  Last  Wednesday,  the  Key.  Mr.  Daniel 
Lewis  was  ordained  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  this  place. — Boston  Ifew$ 
LtUer:" 

Ship-building  was  probably  flourishing  on  the  river  front  at 
that  time,  but  the  first  record  we  have  is  in  1730,  when  CapL 
Benj.  Turnery  Captain  of  a  Troop  of  Horse,  came  to  Pembroke, 
and  built  at  the  Itrick  Kilns.  Many  of  the  most  noted  ship- 
builders were  apprenticed  to  him,  and  his  descendants  for  sev- 
enil  generations  caiTied  on  the  art  at  the  Brick  Kilns  and  other 
yards.*  The  Thomases,  liriggses,  and  Turners  were  the  most 
prominent  buildera. 

Ichabod  Tliomas  learned  his  tmde  of  Capt.  Benj.  Turner, 
and  he  proved  himself  to  be  an  np])rcniice  worthy  of  his  in- 
structor. He  descended  from  John  Thomas,  who  came  to  New 
England,  a   passenger  from  Wales,  in  the  ship  **  Hopewell,* 


•  See  Tarncr  and  Bridge  Yards,  and  Fox  HIU  Yard. 
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Thomas  Babb,  master,  arriving  Sept.  11,  1635,  then  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Tradition  says  he  was  an  orphan,  whose  property 
had  been  lost  through  poor  investments  by  those  who  had  it  in 
charge.  He  was  reared  by  Gov.  Edward  Winslow,  at  Cares- 
well,  Eng.,  and  settled  in  Mnrshficld,  on  a  fann  given  by  Gov. 
Winslow,  for  the  iKtilct*  2U*.conun(Klati<»n  of  a  n(*iglilNirhcKNl, 
from  his  own  gnmt.  This  fai*m  beciune,  in  later  yeai*s,  the 
home  of  the  distinguished  singer,  Adelaide  Phillips.  John 
Thomas  mar.  Sarah,  the  dau.  of  James  and  Sarah  Pitney,  Dec. 
21,  1648.  His  name  is  next  to  the  Winslows  on  tlie  first  list 
of  those  who  iKjre  arms   in   Plymouth,   Mass.      They   had : 

1.  John,  born  Nov.    16,   1649,  mar.  Sarah .     He  was 

drowned  May  24,  1699.  His  widow  became  the  second  wife 
of  Dea.  John  Foster,  and  d.  May  26,  1731.  2.  Elizabeth, 
b.  Sept.  12,  1652,  probably  died  unmarried.  3.  Samuel^  b. 
Nov.  6,  1655 ;  mar.  Mercy,  dau.  of  Dea.  Wm.  Ford,  May  27, 
1680.  4.  Daniel,  b.  Nov.  20,  1659  ;  mar.  Experience,  dau.  of 
Thomas  Tildcn,  1698.  5.  Sanih,  b.  Sq>t.  20,  KUil  ;  \mv.  IWnj. 
Phillips,  1680.  6.  James,  b.  Nov.  30, 1663  ;  mar.  Mary,  dau. 
of  Stephen  Tilden,  in  1700.  He  settled  in  the  north  section 
of  Duxbuiy,  and  left  numerous  descendants  in  Connecticut,  and 
also  in  the  Western  States.  7.  Ephraim,  b.  Oct.,  1667;  re- 
moved to  Little  Compton,  R.I.  8.  Israel,  b.  1670;  mar. 
Bethiah  Sherman,  dau.  of  John  and  Jane  Hatch  Sherman, 
1698. 

Sarmiel  (second  son  of  the  ancestor,  John),  and  his  wife, 
Mercy  Ford,*  had  children:  1.  Bethiah,  b.  Jan.  25,  1681; 
mar.  Samuel  Sprague,  and  settled  in  Duxbury.  2.  John,  b. 
Nov.  8,  1683;  mar.  Lydia,  dau.  of  Josh.  Waterman.  3.  Sam- 
uel, b.  Dec.  7,  1685 ;  mar.  Rebecca  Howland.  4.  Nathan^ 
b.  Nov.  21,  1688;  mar.  first,  Alice  Baker;  second,  Abiah 
Snow;    and  third,   Sarah  B.,  dau.  of  Dea.  John   Foster,  of 

Plymouth.     5.  Sarah,  b. ;  mar.  John  Holmes,  Sept.  8, 

1720,  and  lived  one  hundred  yeai-s.  6.  tloscph,  b.  1690;  mar. 
Lydia  Win^Iow,  1718  ;  d.  Jaii.  27,  175-1,  aged  sixty-eight.  7. 
Gideon,  b.  1692  ;  mar.  Abifjail  Baker;  left  no  sons,  but  daugh- 
ters :  Mercy,  wife  of  B.  White  ;  Sarah,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Low ; 
and  Eleanor,  wife  of  Elijah  Ford.  Abigail,  his  dau.,  mar.  Dr. 
Eleazer  Harlow,  of  Duxbury  ;  d.  young,  leaving  one  son,  Gid- 
eon Thomas,  who  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grandfather.     8» 


•  Samuel  died  Sept  2, 1720;  his  widow,  Sopt,  1741. 
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Ann,  baptized  April  Ifi,  1727.  9.  Elizuboth,  b.  Sept.  28, 
1729.  10.  Josiah,  baptized  March  16,  1698;  mar.  Deborah 
Bartlett,  and  settled  near  Standish  Hill,  Duxbury.  They  were 
ancestors  of  Dr.  Stevens,  physician,  of  So.  Marshficld.  Gid- 
eon Thomas  d.  1766,  aged  seventy-four;  Abigail,  wife  of  Gid- 
eon, d.  Sept.  15,  1753,  aged  fifty-two;  Abigail,  wife  of  Eleazer 
Harlow,  d.  Nov.,  1743,  aged  twenty  yeare,  ten  months,  and 
twenty  days,  leaving  Gideon,  above  named. 

John,  son  of  Sanmcl  and  Mercy  Thomas,  succeeded  to  the 
ancestral  home,  and  mar.  Lydia,  dau.   of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
Watcnnan,  Dec.  23,  1714,  and  d.  Jan.,  1769,  aged  eighty-six 
She  d.  Jan.  17,  1750.    They  had  children  :    1.  Zeruiah,  b.  Oct 
3,  1715;  mar.  James  Bradford,  of  Connecticut.     2.  Ann,  b 
April  5,  1717 ;  d.  1723.     3.  Anthony,  b.  March  25,  1719 
mar.  Abigail  Alden,  of  Duxbury.     4.  Lydia,  b.  March,  1721 
mar.  Joseph  Kent,  Feb.  28,  1743.     5.  John,  b.  Nov.  9, 1724 ; 
mar.  Hannah  Thonisus,  dau.  of  Nathaniel  Thomas.     Said  John 
became  a  Major  Geneual,  and  died  in  the  American  Revolu- 
tionary War.     He  was  a  cousin  of  Ichabod,  Sr.,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  was  Surgeon  in  a  regiment  sent  to  Annapo- 
lis, Royal.     At  twenty-two,  he  wjis  on  the  medical  staff  of  Gov. 
Shirley's  Regiment.     In  the  year  1759,  he  was  appointed  a 
Colonel,  and  re-appointed  to  the  same  office  in  1760,  by  Gov. 
Pownall.     Jn  17(>0,  with  his  rcgimont,  he  joined  the  Anglo- 
American  anny  at  Crown  Point.     After  he  returned  from  this 
exi)edition.  Col.  Thomas  continued  in  his  profession  as  phy- 
sician, at  Kingston,  until   1775,  where  the  Revolution  found 
him.     He  was  again  called  to  the  front,  into  active  service,  Feb. 
9,  1775.     Not  long  after  this.  Gen.  Thomas  became  piqued 
because  another  officer  was  promoted  above  him,  which  was 
acknowledged     unfair    and    unjust    by    all    excepting    Con- 
gress.    James  Warren,  the  S|>eakcr  of  the  House,  urged  his 
remainins:.     Gen.  Charles  Lee  wrote  to  him  : 


1  have  myself,  sir,  full  as  great,  perhaps  greater,  reason  to  com- 
plain than  yourself.  I  have  passed  through  the  highest  ranks,  in 
some  of  the  most  respectable  services  of  Europe.  You  think  your- 
self not  justly  dealt  with  in  the  appoinlnicnls  of  the  Continentil 
Congress.  1  am  quite  of  the  same  opinion.  For  the  Siike  of  every- 
thing that  is  dear,  and  ought  to  be  dear,  to  you,  for  the  sake  of  your 
country,  and  of  yourself,  discard  such  sentiments." 

Gen.    George    Washington   wrote   to   Gen.   Thomas    from 


150  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOHN  THOMAS. 

Cambridge  under  date  July  23rd,  1775,  a  very  lengthy  letter, 
from  which  the  few  following  extracts  are  made  : 

**•  Sir :  The  retirement  of  a  genernl  ofTiccr,  possessing  the  confidence 
of  his  country  and  the  army  at  so  critical  a  period,  appears  to  me  to 
be  big  with  mtal  conse(|uenccs,  both  to  the  public  cause  and  his  own 
reputation.  While  it  is  unexecuted,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make 
this  last  effort  to  prevent  it,  and  after  suggesting  those  reasons  which 
occur  to  me  against  your  resignation,  your  own  virtue  and  good 
sense  must  decide  upon  it."  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  **You  possess  the  confidence 
and  the  aflection  of  the  troops,  of  this  province  particuhirly :  many  of 
them  are  not  capable  of  judging  the  propriety  and  reason  of  your 
conduct :  should  they  esteem  themselves  authorized,  by  your  exam- 
ple to  leave  the  service,  the  consequences  may  be  fatal  and  irretriev- 
able." ♦  ♦♦♦**!  ghnii  flatter  myself  that  these  reasons  with  others 
which  your  own  good  judgment  will  suggest,  will  strengthen  your 
mind  against  those  impressions  which  are  incident  to  humanity,  and 
laudable  to  a  certain  degree :  and  that  the  result  will  be  your  resolu- 
tion to  assist  your  country  in  this  day  of  distress.  That  you  may 
reap  the  full  reward  of  honor  and  public  esteem,  which  such  a  con- 
duct deserves,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  Sir,  your  very  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington." 

"  To  Gen.  John  Thomas." 

Gen.  Thomas  was  restored  to  rank  and  command,  and  had 
all  the  resolves,  letters,  and  addresses  proved  unavailing,  and 
the  Continental  Congress  not  have  restored  him,  he  must  have 
been  much  more  or  much  less  than  a  man.  The  field  officers 
encamped  at  Roxbury,  addressed  him  tTuly  25tli,  1775,  to  this 
cllcct : 

'*  Your  appointment  as  Lieut.  GenM.  by  llic  Provincial  Congress, 
in  consequence  of  which  you  took  supreme  command  of  this  camp, 
gave  singular  satisfaction  to  all  acquainted  with  your  character,  your 
knowledge  and  experience  of  military  movement,  and  your  vigilance, 
prudence  and  skill." 

From  tliis  time  to  March,  1770,  Gon.  Thomas  commanded 
the  most  exposed  cami)  of  the  lH^sic<;in<^  unny  iii  lioxbury. 
Having  determined  upon  tlio  occupation  of  Dorchester  Heights, 
a  step  which  would  bring  on  an  action  or  produce  the  evacua- 
ation  of  Boston  by  the  British  Army,  on  Monday  the  4th  of 
March,  these  Heights  were  taken  possession  of  by  Gen. 
Thomas.  The  amount  of  labor  performed  during  the  night> 
considering  that  the  eailh  was  frozen  eighteen  inches  dcej),  waa 
almost  incredible.  Gen.  Thomas  writes  in  a  letter  to  his  wife^ 
dated  from : 
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*'  Dorchester  Hills,  in  a  small  hut,  March  9,  1776. 

We  have  for  some  time  been  preparing  to  take  possession  of 
Dorchester  Point,  and  last  Monday  night  about  7  o'clock  I  marched 
with  about  3,000  picked  men,  beside  360  ox  teams  and  some  pieces 
of  artillery.  About  8  o'clock  we  ascended  the  high  hills,  and  by 
daylight,  got  two  hills  defensible.  About  sunrise  tlie  enemy  and 
others  in  Boston,  appeared  numerous  on  the  tops  of  houses,  and  on 
the  wharves,  viewing  us  with  astonishment.  The  cannonading  which 
had  been  kept  up  all  night,  from  our  lines  at  Lamb's  Dam  and  from 
Iho  cMioniy'H  lines  likewise  at  lAvhnicrc's  Point,  now  ccjised  and  the 
enemy  turned  their  lire  toward  us,  but  they  soon  found  it  was  to 
little  eflcct."  ♦  •  ♦  •  '*  I  have  had  very  little  sleep  or  rest  this  week, 
being  closely  employed  night  and  day."  •♦♦♦**  Your  son  John 
is  well  and  in  high  spirits.  He  ran  away  from  Oakley  privately  on 
Tuesday  morning,  and  got  by  the  sentrys  and  came  to  me,  on  Dor- 
chester Hills,  where  he  has  been  most  of  the  time  since. 

Jno.  Thomas." 

Mrs.  Thomas's  disobedient  son,  John,  liad  been  left  by  his 
father  on  Monday  evening,  when  he  marched  for  Dorchester 
Heights,  in  care  of  hi3  colored  servant  Oakley,  who,  no  doubt, 
was  instructed  to  keep  him  from  mischief  and  danger,  he  being 
but  ten  years  old.  Gen.  Thomas's  cousin,  William,  was  also 
with  him  at  Dorchester  Heijijhts.  William  held  a  commission 
HH  ('apt.  of  1st  Miliary  Co.  foot,  of  Maixlilield,  under  Thos. 
IluU*Jiinson,  (Sov.  Mju^s.  r>ay,  1772.  To  his  descendant.  Miss 
Sandi  Thonnis,  of  MurshKehl,  I  am  indebted  for  nuich  valuable 
information  concerning  the  Thonnis  family. 

About  this  lime  CJongrcss  was  looking  for  an  officer  to  com- 
mand the  troops  led  into  Canada  by  Montgomery  and  Arnold, 
and  having  been  e4uitioned  by  Wjishington  not  to  appoint  a  major 
gencnii,  whom  he  named  to  lliom,  for  that  purpose  they  on  the 
(>th  of  March  promoted  Gen.  Tliomas  to  the  iiink  of  Major 
General  and  sent  him  to  connnand  in  Canada,  John  Adams 
wrote  to  him  the  next  day,  and  from  his  letter  the  following  is 
taken: 

^  ^ «'  Dear  Sir :  The  Congress  have  determined  to  send  you  to  Canada. 
They  have  advanced  you  one  step  by  making  you  a  Major  General. 
Your  friends,  the  delegates  from  your  native  province  were  much 
embarassed  between  a  desire  to  have  you  promoted  and  placed  in  so 
honorable  a  command  on  the  one  hand  and  a  reluctance  at  losing 
your  services  at  Roxbury,  or  Cambridge  on  the  other." 
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Thus  Gen.  Thomas,  called  from  his  proud  position  at  Dor- 
chester, was  promoted  and  appointed  to  a  more  extensive  and 
impoilant  command  of  an  expedition  which  proved  disastrous 
to  his  country  and  fatal  to  himself.  After  reaching  his  }H)8itiou 
near  Quel)ec,  re-cnforcemcnts  and  provirtions  for  the  army 
failed  to  arrive,  but  (Jen.  Thomas  wa.s  determined  to  retain 
his  position  as  long  as  possible,  hearing  that  large  re-enforce- 
ments were  passing  the  lake  and  might  be  daily  expected. 
The  re-enforcements  not  an*iving,  as  his  advices  induced  him  to 
hope,  and  the  enemy  advancing  in  force,  he  was  obliged  to 
retreat  to  Sorel.  On  the  2nd  of  June  at  Chamblee,  on  the 
river  Sorel,  while  anxiously  awaiting  tlie  expected  ixj-enforco- 
ments,  he  died  of  the  small-pox,  aged  52  yeara.  The  disease 
was  so  malignant  that  he  was  entirely  blind  some  days  before 
his  death.  During  his  course  of  professional  life  he  had  been 
uncommonly  skilful  in  its  treatment,  but  had  never  taken  it  by 
inocculation  or  otherwise.  In  pci*son  he  was  six  feet  high, 
erect  and  well  proiKiitioned,  appcai*anco  conunanding  and  with 
mannei*s  allable,  gentlemanly  and  of  unallected  sincerity.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Gen.  Lincoln. 

Sarah,  sixth  child  of  John  and  Lydia,  was  b.  Nov.  3,  1726 ; 
mar.  Jeremiah  Kinsman,  of  Norwich,  Conn.  7.  Keziah,  b. 
Nov.  7,  1730;  d.  Dec.  11,  1751. 

Nathan  ITioinas^  a  tanner  by  trade,  mar.  Alice  Baker,  March 
4,  1713,  who  d.  June  4,   1715,  aged  twenty-five.     He  mar. 
2ndly,  Abiah,  dau.  of  Josiah  Snow,  Jan.  2,  171(5 ;  she  d.  Feb. 
1,  1718,  aged  twenty-four.     Ho  mar.  3rdly,  Sarah  Foster,  dau. 
of  Dea.  John  Foster,  of  Plymouth,  and  gr.  dau.  of  Dea.  John 
Foster,  of  Marshfield.     She    mar.    2ndly,   Jedediah   Bourne, 
and  d.  Feb.,  1778,  aged  eighty-two.     Nathan  d.  Nov.  3,  1741, 
in  his  fifty-third  year.     He  had  children  :     1.  Sarah,  b.  Dec. 
12,  1720  ;  d.  while  visiting  her  sister,  Mrs.  Phillips,  atBosUjn, 
and  was  buried  there.     2.  Alice,  b.  Dec.  25,  1722  ;  mar.  Capt. 
Bcnj.  Phillips,  of  Boston,  Nov.  1(1,  171.1.     Tliry  lived  on  Fort 
Hill,  and  had  one  child,  Alice,  bom  the  following  year.     Dr. 
Winslow  Lewis,  of  Boston,   was   a   descendant   of  Alice  and 
Benj.   Phillips.     3.  William,    b.   Jan.    31,    1727;  mar.   fii-st, 
Mary,  dau.  of  Abraham  Hill,  of  Maiden ;  second,  Abiah,  dau. 
of  Capt.  James  Thomas,  of  Duxbury,  March  11,   1754.     4. 
Nathan,  b.  Aug.  30,  1730;  mar.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Dea.  Jedediah 
Bourne,  Nov.,  1756.     5.  Ichabod^  b.  June  28,  1733,  in  a  house 
that  stood  on  the  site  and  cellar  of  the  present  residence  of 
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Luther  Thomas,  the  first  house  on  the  left,  standing  on  a  hill 
ttllcr  crossin}^  the  i-aihojul  track  at  tlie  Marshfield  depot,  on  the 
rcMul  from  tlie  Marslifield  Post  Office  to  IJrant  Rock.  This 
liou.*<c  was  built  by  Nathan  Thomas,  and  torn  down  in  1863. 
The  property  has  been  in  the  Thomas  family  over  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yeara. 

Jchabod  mar.  Ruth,  dau.  of  Capt.  Benj.  Turner,  and  settled 
in  Pembroke,  Mjiss.  They  wore  mar.  Jan.  22,  1761,  by  the 
RiW.  Thomas  Smith.  Ruth  d.  Oct.  12,  1801,  in  her  sixty- 
sixth  year.  Ichabod  d.  March  2,  1788,  aged  fifty-five.  They 
had  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz. :  I.  Ichabod  Tliomas^  Jr., 
b.  Oct.  23,  1761.  II.  Sarah  Thomas,  b.  Nov.  8,  1763;  was 
the  first  wife  of  the  Rev.  Levi  Whitman,  of  Wellfleet,  Mass. 
Theii'  children  were :  Levi,  b.  Jan.  16,  1789  ;  Sarah,  b.  Feb. 
24,  1790 ;  mar.  Albion  K.  Parris,  who  was  Govenior  of  Maine 
in  1822,  and  when  Gen.  Lafayette  visited  there,  and  Maj'or  of 
Portland  in  1852.  Mra.  Parris  d.  in  Washington,  D.  C,  Jan., 
1883,  aged  ninety-three.  Josiah  and  Ruth,  b.  Jan.  28,  1793  ; 
d.  in  May,  1793.  Ruth,  2nd,  b.  June  21,  1794,  Ichabod  T., 
1st,  b.  May  7,  1796 ;  d.  July  27,  1798.     Elizabeth  S.,  b.  Oct. 

19,  1797.  Hope  Doane,  b.  Feb.  3,  1799.  Ichabod  T.,  2nd, 
b.  July  7,  1800;  d.  July  18,  1800.  Catharine,  b.  Nov.  8, 
1802;  d.  March  14,  1803.  William  T.,  b.  Dec.  17,  1803;  d. 
Jan.  9,  1804.  The  mother,  Samh  Whitman,  d.  Dec.  17, 1803. 
Rev.  Mr.  Whitman  mar.  2ndly,  Dorothy  Drew  Thomas,  relict 
of  (-liarlcs  Thoniiis,  April  16,  1807,  and  by  her  luid  one 
child,  Thomas,  b.  1809 ;  d.  aged  two  months  twenty-six  days. 
Mr.  Whitman  d.  in  Kingston,  Mass.,  Nov.  7, 1838,  aged  ninety. 
Dorothy  d.   in   Boston,   Feb.   4,    1840,   aged  seventy-seven. 

III.  Benjamin  Thomas,  b.  about  1764.     Followed   the  sea. 

IV.  Charles  Thomas,  b.  Aug.  31,  1765 ;  mar.  Dorothy,  dau. 
of  William  Drew,  in  1788.  He  went  io  Macomb,  McDonough 
County,  111. '  The  date  of  his  death  has  not  been  asceiiained. 
His  children  were:  Charles,  b.  Oct.  23,  1788  ;  enlisted  as  an 
artificer  hi  Capt.  Walbach's  Company  U.  S.  Aitillery,  in  the 
spring  of  1814 ;   was  discharged  April  25, 1815,  and  d.  Jan. 

20,  1818.  George,  1st,  b.  Dec.  22,  1789;  d.  Jan.  4,  1790. 
(liM)rgc,  2nd,  b.  Dec.  30,  1790,  wlio,  by  special  act  of  the 
Court,  March  10,  1827,  had  "Priest''  added  to  his  name, 
making  it  (Joorge  Triest  Thomas.  lie  mar.,  Ajn-il  5,  1809, 
Maria  West,  dau.  of  Kobeit  and  Mary  (West)  Foster.  She 
d.  in  Boston,  Jan.  27,  1847,  aged  fifty-six.     He  mar.  2ndly, 
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June  25, 1851,  Mary  Pratt  Nichols,  of  Reading,  Mass.,  by  whom 
he  had  no  children.  He  d.  in  Boston,  Jan.  24,  1867,  aged 
seventy-seven.  His  children  by  his  first  wife  were  :  1.  Julia 
Parris,  Ist,  b.  June  14,  1810;  d.  Aug.  12,  1812.  2.  Catlia- 
rine  Di'ew,  b.  Dec.  9,  1811  ;  d.  in  Plymouth,  N.  H.,  Oct.  IG, 
1875,  unmarried.  3.  Maria  Augusln,  b.  S<^|)t.  30,  1813;  mar. 
Jan.  18,  1844,  John  F.  Moiton,  of  Plymouth,  N.  11.,  a  descend- 
ant of  the  Moultons,  of  Ellsworth ;  he  d.  May  15,  1875,  aged 
sixty-five ;  she  d.  Aug.  6,  1883,  aged  seventy.  They  had  chil- 
dren :  John  F,,  b.  Sept.  2,  1845;  d.  Jan.  24,  1846.  Kate 
Maria,  b.  March  4,  1848;  mar.  Giarles  J.  Gould,  Dec.  25, 
1877.  They  have  had  four  children.  4.  Waldo  L.,  b.  Sept. 
27,  1815  ;  mar.  Sarah  Ann  York,  of  New  Market,  N.IL,  Sept. 
12,  1841.  He  went  to  Cuba,  for  his  health,  but  returned  to 
Dorchester,  where  he  d.  May  15,  1857.  She  d.  in  New  York 
City,  May  29,  1881.  Their  children  were:  Ellen,  Emma, 
Laura,  Valentine,  Ralph  Waldo,  who  mar.  Mary  De  Rous,  and 
Eva,  who  mar.  and  lives  in  Newton,  Mass.  5.  Charles  Fred- 
eric,* b.  Aug.  29,  1817 ;  mar.  Dec.  2,   1838,  Abigail  Locke, 


•  An  antoblognpby  of  the  eyentfnl  life  of  Cbarlei  Frederic  Thomas,  to  the  preMnt 
daj,  would  make  a  most  interesting  book,  and  tbe  antbor  regrets  tbat  want  oi  space 
allows  bim  but  briefly  to  refer  to  tlie  main  points  tbns  far,  be  being  now  seyenty-two 
years  of  age,  and  as  active  as  a  man  of  tbirty.  He  gradnated  at  Blaisdel's  Academy, 
aside  tbe  Old  Nortb  Cliurcb,  Boston,  and  soon  after  went  to  Antwerp,  in  tbe  brig 
**  Volant,"  Capt.  Epbrafm  Finney,  of  Plymontb,  Mass.  Returning  about  1831,  be  went 
to  Kingston,  Mass.,  to  learn  tbe  trade  of  carpenter  and  builder,  of  Lewis  Ripley,  and 
later  worked  for  Abraham  Sherman,  of  Cambridge.  While  attending  the  trial  of  Mar- 
vin Mercy,  who  was  indicted  f(»r  burning  theUrsulino  Convent  at  Clinrlcstown,  ho  nimlo 
the  acquaintance  of  sonis  Lowell  workmen,  who  )>crsnadcd  him  to  cngugo  with  IMckcr- 
ing&  Mathers,  where  he  finished  his  trade.  Later,  he  worked  for  his  brother  Waldo, 
at  watertown,  a  short  time,  when  be  shipped  in  the  brig  **  Roderick  Dhn,"  to  St.  lago, 
W.  I.  On  the  IsUnd  of  Cuba,  and  in  the  mines  of  San  Fernando,  be  had  a  most  inter- 
esting experience,  including  many  narrow  escapes.  Soon  after  his  return  to  Bo^iton,  be 
sailed  for  Mobile,  in  the  ship  **  Tiger,'*  of  500  tons,  owned  by  Wheelwright  &  Co.,  Cen- 
tral Wharf.  From  Mobile  be  went  to  Liverpool,  whence  he  sailed  for  Boston,  Jan.  8. 
1833.  Two  weeks  after  his  arrival  in  Boston,  be  joined  tbe  sbip  "  New  Jersey,"  Gw 
tons,  bound  for  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Liverpool.  He  siiippcd  in  the  same  vessel 
fora  second  voyage  to  those  ports,  and,  while  lying  at  Dolniy  island,  at  the  nioulli  of 
the  Darien  River,  he  bathed  every  day  in  the  river,  using  a  largo  siKingc.  A  slave,  who 
was  very  black,  asked  bIm  what  made  his  skin  so  white.  Mr.  Thomas  replied,  **  The 
constant  use  of  this  siHuigc.**  The  negro,  thinking  tlio  si>ongo  wouM  nmko  him  wliit^*, 
offered  to  give  bim  a  boat-load  of  provisions  for  the  6iH>ngo,  which  Mr.  Thomas  ac- 
cepted. Mr.  Thomas  says,  **  Not  having  teen  bim  since,  I  do  not  know  whether  bo  be- 
came white  before  Mr.  Lincoln's  Emancipation  Proclamation  or  not,  but  I  hope  be  did." 
After  bis  return  from  this  voyage,  be  shipped  as  one  of  the  officers  on  tbe  ship  *' William 
Engs,"  for  Liverpool  and  Havana,  arriving  back  in  Boston,  Aug.  15, 1838.  6n  tbe  29th 
of  August,  1838,  Charles  became  of  age,  and  he  and  his  brother  Waldo  were  set  up  as 
carpenters  in  Lowell.  He  soon  went  to  Waltham,  and  thence  to  Medford,  where  be 
worked  jomering  for  Ooodwin  &  Ventrin,  John  Winslow,  and  Anthony  Watennan. 
From  here  he  was  hired  by  Cyrus  Alger,  of  South  Boston,  to  put  in  the  foundations  for 
his  anchor  forge  on  Dorchester  Turnpike.  Kears  &  Fitch,  of  Boston,  employed  bim 
afterward  in  building  A.  &  A.  Lawrence's  store,  on  Milk  street:  tbe  Swedenborgian 
Church,  on  Bowdoin  street;  Old  Colony  RaibxMUi  Station,  on  Kneeland  street,  etc. 
In  1844,  be  became  a  mechanical  enghieer,  and  later  a  designer  of  locomotives  and  other 
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(lau.  of  Edward  Page,  of  Deerficld,  N.  II.  She  was  b.  May 
21,  1811 ;  she  d.  in  Brooklyn,  May  14,  1885.  Their  children 
were  :  Cliarles  Frederic,  b.  in  Medford,  April  13,  1841 ;  d.  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  March  1!),  18()8,  unniarried.  Abbie  Maria, 
b.  in  Boston,  May  11,  1840;  mar.  first,  Benjamin  B.,  son  of 
Major  Benjamin  B.  French,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  He  d.  in 
Barronquiila,  So.  America,  May  29,  1881,  leaving  children: 
Abbie  Marie,  who  was  b.  in  Brooklyn,  June  30,  1867  ;  Charles 
Francis,  b.  in  New  York  City,  July  25,  18G9.  Abbie  Maria, 
the  mother,  mar.  secondly,  llermaim  Jocrns,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  28,  1882.  lie  wjis  b.  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  Juno  27, 
1842.     They  have  one  son,  Herman  Ormond,  b.  June  4, 1884.. 


machinerr.  While  employed  by  Uriah  A.  Bovden,  at  Manchester,  N.  H.,  he  snper* 
intended  the  constroction  of  Turbine  water  wheels,  and  machinery  for  the  Amoekeag 
Manofactitring  Company  and  Suncoolc  Cotton  Mills.  Under  the  instmctlon  of  Oliver 
Bailey,  ho  constructed  tlie  locomotive  "  Mameluke,"  for  the  Manchester  and  Lawrence^ 
Itailronil,  which,  on  her  trini  trip,  ran  two  miles  in  seventy  seconds,  and,  on  a  later  trip, 
litre  licrHcIf  Ui  pie<'0M.  Wiiilo  lioro,  ho  constniclcd  a  liUlio  twenty-two  feet  In  diameter, 
the  largest  over  made.  In  1852,  William  Mason,  of  Taunton,  sent  for  Mr.  Thomas,who 
locatedMr.  Mason's  works  at  Taunton,  and  designed  and  superintended  the  construc- 
tion of  the  8o-^»Iled  Mason  locomotive.  In  1856  he  received  a  bronze  medal  and  diploma 
flrom  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanics  Association,  for  his  skill  in  designing, 
drawing,  and  water-coloring.  Mr.  Thomss  was  called  to  Washington,  D.  C,  by  Gen. 
Montgomery  C.  Meigs,  Chief  U.  8.  Engineer  Corps,  to  take  charge  of  the  mechanical 
bmncu  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  under  his  charge,  In  1857,  vIk.  :  United 
States  Capitol  Extension,  New  Dome  on  the  CapituI,  Washington  Aqueduct,  United 
States  Post  Office,  and  Fort  Madison.  The  construction  of  the  new  dome  was  remod- 
elled at  his  suggestion,  and  It  was  successfully  built  under  his  supervision.  Me  placed 
the  statue  of  Freedom  on  the  top  of  tliedome,  Dec.  2, 1863,  planned  all  the  scaffolding 
for  its  erection,  and  received  a  certificate,  signed  by  Thomas  U.  Walter,  Architect; 
Iknjnmin  D.  French,  Commissioner  of  Public  buildings;  J.  P.  Usher,  Secretary  of  the- 
Intcricir;  and  countersigned  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  acknowledging  his  valuable  services.  Mr.  Thomas  was  removed  from  the 
Public  Works  in  1861,  and  entered  the  United  States  Army,  April  19, 1861,  to  serve  three 
months.  He  was  a  member  of  the  '*  President's  Monnted  Ouard,"  District  of  Columbia 
Volunteers,  served  his  time,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  July  19, 1861.  With 
others,  he  applied  to  President  Lincoln  for  a  commission  to  raise  a  regiment  of  cavalry, 
the  *'  Mounted  Guard  "  to  be  a  nucleus ;  papers  were  endorsed  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  ana 
passed  through  the  proper  offices,  and  returned,  as  that  arm  of  the  service  was  already 
supplied.  Afterward,  he  was  elected  Captain  of  *'  K  "  Company,  Interior  Department 
Kcgiment,com|H>8cdof  nil  the  workmen  on  the  Pulilic  Works  and  I)c|>artnient  of  the 
Interior.  When  the  statue  was  put  in  position,  Mr.  Thomas,  after  two  sections  of  tlie 
scaffold  were  removed,  stood  upon  the  heful,  and  was  photographed,  a  copy  of  which 

Bhotograph  he  has  preserved;  and  tlien,with  steel  letters  he  martced  President  Lincoln's, 
ienjamin  B.  French's,  Thomas  U.  Waiter's,  and  his  own  name,  in  full,  on  the  upper- 
most feather  of  her  helmet.  When  the  dome  was  completed,  Mr.  Thomas  resigned  his 
position  as  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Works,  to  take  one  more  remunerative,  with 
the  Chester  Manufacturing  Company.  Later,  he  tooR  a  position  with  J.  B.  8c  W.  W. 
Cornell,  architectural  iron  works,  in  New  York,  and  served  them  as  a  Superintendent 
for  six  aiitl  one-lialf  years.  In  1871,  Messrs.  Tlionias  Otis  liC  Hoy  tk  Co.,  manufacturers- 
of  sliot,  sheet  lend,  and  pine,  cmplovcd  liim  as  engineer  and  gnicral  superintendent, 
lie  was  with  them  eleven  years,  and  made  many  improvements  in  the  machinery,  in- 
vented the  spray  and  mist  in  the  tower,  so  that  larger  shot  could  be  dropped  at  less  ele- 
vation, and  originated  and  successfully  got  up  the  new  standard  scale  for  shot,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  New  York  State  Sportsmen's  Association,  at  Batatia,  N.  Y.,  in 
1873.  He  is.  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  engaged  in  building  a  street  motor  which  he 
has  nerfbctea.  It  is  a  car  run  by  steam  and  water  stored  in  pipes  connected  with  a  small 
fire-box  charged  with  incandescent  coal. 
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George  Henry,  b,  in  Boston,  Sept.  16,  1848,  a  pattern-maker; 
mar.  Jennie  H.  Glass,  of  New  York,  in  1872.  Their  children 
ai-e :  George  Paare,  b.  in  New  York  City,  Oct.  23,  1872. 
Florence  Amelia,1).  in  New  York  City,  July  19,  1875.  Tlie 
last  child  of  Charles  F.  and  Abigail  Thomas  was  Amelia  Rus- 
fiell,  b.  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  Novr2fi,  1851 ;  d.  Feb.  27,  1853. 
Charles  Fi*ederic,  Sr.,  mar.  2ndly,  Hannah  Sopha  Anderson,  of 
Sweden,  Oct.  20, 1887,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Etta  Amelia, 
1).  June  25,  1889.  6.  Daniel  Briggs,  b.  Oct.  19,  1819  ;  d.  Jan. 
31,  1820.  7.  Mary  Foster,  b.  Jan.  10,  1821 ;  mar.  Charles 
Andi*ew  Foster,  a  poi*trait-painter,  June  3,  1841 ;  he  d.  July 
18,  1880,  in  Kingston,  Their  children  were:  Julia  Maria, 
mar.  first,  William  Bums ;  second,  Frederick  Durshee.  Charles 
Byron,  mar.  first,  Hattie  Watson ;  second,  Elizabeth  Terrill. 
Mary  Kate,  mar.  John  Clarance.  Nora,  mar.  E.  Edward  Mar- 
den.  Inez,  mar.  John  Reed.  8.  William  Knapp,  now  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  b.  Jan.  13,  1823,  an  accomplished  mechanical 
engineer;  mar.  Feb.  29,  1844,  Mary  Fnmccs  Brown,  of  Bos- 
ton. They  have  had  children  :  Fannie,  b.  Nov.  20,  1844,  in 
So.  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Ida  Cowles,  b.  July  13,  1852,  at  Mont- 
.gomery,  Ala.  Fannie  mar.  Fi'ederick  B.  Bassett,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  13,  1865.  Their  children  are:  Julius  William, 
b.  Oct.  6,  1866,  now  residing  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Frederick 
Brewster,  b.  Jan.  4,  1869,  now  (1889)  a  naval  cadet,  U.  S. 
Navy,  and  at  present  on  U.  S.  S.  "Richmond,"  at  Montevideo, 
Uruguay.  Ida  Cowles,  mar.  Rollin  B.  Fisher,  of  Boston,  Dec. 
13,  1876.  They  have  cliildrcn :  Fannie,  b.  Dec.  13,  1877. 
Ida  May,  b.  Juno  6,  1879.  liollin  B.,  b.  Nov.  10,  1883.  R. 
Thomas,  b,  Dec.  3,  1887,  all  of  whom  were  b.  in  Boston.  9. 
George  Henry  Augustus  Theodore,  b.  Feb.  7,  1825.  Served 
his  time  with  Isaac  and  Seth  Adams,  in  Boston.  Later  he  went 
to  Cuba,  where  he  waa  consulting  engineer  of  sugar  estates. 
He  d.  on  the  estate  of  Los.  Dos  Hcrminoson,  July  25,  1857, 
aged  thirty-two  years,  from  tlio  effects  of  an  accident,  a  column 
of  a  .stcani  engine  falling  on  his  back.  10,  Adaline  Smith,  b. 
June  7,  1827  ;  mar.  lleiny  Brown,  of  Koxbury,  Mass.,  June 
15,  1845.  She  d.  in  Roxbury,  Nov.  10,  1854.  He  d.  in  May, 
1889.  Their  children  were  :  Henry,  who  d.  in  infancy.  Char- 
lotte, mar.  Charles  M.  Ford,  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  two 
boys,  Hany  and  Eddie.  11.  Julia  Parris,  2nd,  b.  May  16, 
1831 ;  mar.  George  Loring  Brown,  the  Boston  artist,  April  28, 
1861.  They  had  no  children.  She  is  now  living  in  Maiden, 
Mass.     He  d.  June  25,   1889,  aged   seventy-five  years.     12. 
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Helen  Louisa,  b.  Aug.  26,  1833,  was  the  twelfth  and  last  child 
of  George  and  Maria  West  Thomas.    She  d.  Oct.  7,  1835.    V. 

-^  b.  Aug.  4,  17G7,  is 

^  /  f^  y  J  described,  in  a  pass- 

'w/^.J^IlV  /  r^       .-*>  port  issued  in  1803, 

Crr^"^^^^^^^  j/Ae''^^  when  he  was  thirty- 

**  "d^  six  yeai-s  of  age,  as 

follows :  **  Color,  fair ;  height,  six  feet ;  mark,  top  of  right  arm  ; 
eyes,  gray  ;  noso,  large  ;  mouth,  Hniall ;  chin,h)ng;  hair,  light 
brown.**  He  mar.  July  15,  1784,  lluldah  Dwcllcy  ;  their  dau. 
mar.  Thomas  liarstow.  Cliildren :  1.  Mary,  mar.  J.  Park- 
hurst,  of  Now  licdford.  2.  Julia,  mar.  Phillip  Smith,  of  New 
Bedford.  3.  George  Barker,  d.  young.  4.  Rebecca  Baretow, 
d.  young.  5.  Lydia  Shaw,  d.  aged  sixteen.  G.  Elizabeth  D., 
d.  young.  7.  Elizabeth  D.,  2n(l,  mar.  Capt.  Stephen  M.  Pot- 
tor,  and  now  lives  at  471)  ('oiinty  street.  New  Bedford.  VI. 
KuTii  TiioMAH,  b.  April  12, 17G5),  mar.  twice ;  first.  Dr.  Charles 
Turner.  Their  children  were :  Charles,  Jr.,  b.  June  8,  1789, 
educated  at  Cambridge,  and  d.  March  12, 1812  ;  and  John  Phil- 
lips, b.  Sept.  12,  1792;  went  to  Coals  Mouth,  Kanawha  Co., 
West  Virginia.     Ruth  mar.  second,  Jabez  Morse,  of  Pembroke, 

and  they  had  one  dau.  Ruth,  who  mar. Bacon,  and  now 

resides  at  4  Wold  Avenue,  Bost>on.  VII.  John  Thomas,  b. 
1773;  jirobably  followed  the  sea.  Vlll.  William  Thomas,. 
b.  177.'),  d.  Oct.  12,  1802,  aged  twenty-seven  years. 

Ichabod  Tli(yinaSy  Sr. ,  the  shipbuilder,  was  appointed  a  cap- 
tain in  1765  by  Governor  Francis  Bernard,  of  a  troop  of  horse 
under  Col.  Thomas  Clap,  2nd  reg't,  1st  brigade,  5th  division 
of  Plymouth  Militia. 

JchaJxxl,  f/r.,  the  shipbuilder,  b.  Oct.  23,  1761,  the  oldest 
child  of  Ichabod,  d.  Nov.  11,  1859,  aged  98  ye^irs,  17  days. 
He  mar.  Polly  Thomas,  a  descendant  of  the  Hanson  family, 
Nov.  14,  1784,  the  ceremony  being  perfonned  by  the  same 
minister  who  officiated  at  his  father's  marriage,  llev.  Thomas 
Smith.  Polly  Thomas  d.  April  10,  1840,  aged  80  years. 
They  had  six  children,  three  died  in  infancy,  one  boy  lived  to 
bo  13,  and  two  dau's.  lived  to  grow  up  and  marry.  1st,  Meucy 
Little  mar.  Cushing  Otis  Briggs  of  Scituate  and  had  children  : 
1.  Charles  Cushing,  2.  William  Tliomas,  3.  Hannah  Barker,  4. 
•lamos  Edwin,  5.  Harrison  Otis,  6.  Mary  Thomas,  7.  Lloyd,  8. 
Franklin,  (see  Briggs  and  Fox  Hill  Yards  for  the  descendants- 
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•of  this  family).  2nd,  Mary,  mar.  Joshua  Perrjr  of  Hanson, 
and  died  without  issue.  Capt.  Ichabod,  Jr.,  was  an  intelligent 
reader ;  be  had  a  good  knowledge  of  geography,  with  locality 
large,  and  his  brothel's  who  were  the  sailoi's  said  ho  know  nu)i*e 
about  foreign  ports  and  places  than  they  did.  lie  was  a  lover 
of  history  and  read  the  newspapers  until  a  shoit  tinio  Iieforo 
his  death.  He  always  had  a  steady  hand  and  shaved  himself 
on  his  last  birthday.  He  was  a  master  shipbuilder,  and  at 
different  times  was  a  partner  with  his  uncle,  Calvin  Turner, 
with  Elisha  Brig^  and  William  Gushing.  Later  he  and  his 
¥rife  resided  with  their  dau.,  Mi*s.  Perry,  in  Brooks,  Maine, 
and  afterwards  at  their  home  in  Hanson,  his  wifo  for  20  years 
and  ho  for  40.  He  was  fond  of  relating  anecdotes,  cs[>ecially 
i)ne  about  Mr.  Cobb  of  Kington.  When  Mr.  Cobb  was  100 
years  old  he  sent  to  Plymouth  for  a  certain  minister  to  preach 
the  century  seimon.  Mr.  Willis  his  minister  at  Kingston  did 
not  like  it  and  so  expressed  himself.  Mr.  Cobb  to  pacify  him 
*told  him  that  ho  should  preach  the  next  century  sermon.  Mr. 
Thomas  used  always  to  add  that  if  he  should  live  to  be  100  he 
should  like  to  have  his  grandson  (Rev.  William  Thomas 
Briggs,)  who  was  a  minister,  settled  in  Princeton,  Mass.  at 
that  time,  preach  his  century  sermon. 

Ichabod  Thomas,  Jr.,  was  in  1791  appointed  Ensign  by  Gov- 
ernor John  Hancock  in  a  company  of  the  2nd  regiment,  1st 
brigade,  5th  division  of  the  Massachusetts  Militia,  comprehend- 
ing the  Counties  of  Plymouth,  Bamstable,  Bristol,  Dukes  and 
Nantucket.  In  1795  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  said 
company  by  Governor  Samuel  Adams,  and  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Caleb  Strong,  Captain  in  1802.  The  muster  roll  of  Capt. 
Thomas's  company  for  the  year  1804  contains  the  names  of 
three  commissioned  officei*s,  four  sergeants  and  musicians,  and 
fifty  six  men,  including  the  names  of  Turner,  Taylor,  Barstow, 
Magoun,  Keen,  Briggs,  Bates,  Hatch  and  others.  On  the  fii-st 
Tuesday  in  May  in  each  year  this  company  was  called  together 
for  inspection.  Captain  Thomas^  resignation  was  accopled  and 
he  was  honorably  discharged  at  his  own  request,  March  1, 
1807. 

William  Thomas  succeeded  to  the  home  of  his  father  Nathan 
Thomas,  and  mar.  Mary  Hill,  dau.  of  Abraham  Hill  of  Maiden. 
Their  children  were:  1.  AVllliam,  b.  Sept.  21,1747;  2.  Mary, 
b.  Feb.  17, 1749  ;  3.  Nathan,  b.  Jan.  18,  1751, d.  Dec.  15, 1751 ; 
4.  Sarah,  b.  Jan.  21,  (New  Style) ,  1753,  mar.  Thomas  Baker,  and 
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shedicdJan.  6,  1822.  The  mother  died  16  Mai-ch,  1753,  (New 
Style)  uged  24  yrs,  10  nios,  15  days.  Capt.  Wm.  mar.  2ndly, 
Abiah  Thomas,  March  11,  1754,  they  had:  1.  Deborah,  b. 
May  a.Sth,  1755;  2.  Luther,  b.  Jan.  25,  1757;  3.  Jesse,  b. 
Fel).  5,  1760;  4.  Alice,  and  5.  Abiah,  twins,  b.  July  6,  1762. 
Alice  d.  July  8,  1763,  Abiah  d.  Sept.  18,  1768. 

William  Thomas,  eldest  son  of  Capt.  Wm.  Thomas,  mar, 

Abigail  Sherman  April  12, .     They  had  1.  Mary  Hill, 

mar.  Abijali  Waterman ;  2.  Abigail  Chapman. 

Israel  Thomas,  6th  and  youngest  son  of  the  Ancestor  John, 
and  Saiuh  Pitney,  mar.  Betliiah  Shennan,  Feb.  23,  1698.  He 
died  Jan.  29,  1755,  in  the  85th  yeiir  of  his  age.  She  died  in 
1728,affed50.  Childi-en:  1.  Gerehom,  b.  April  17,  1G99,  mar. 
Mei*cy  Hewit ;  2.  Joseph,  b.  Jan.  4, 1702,  d.  single ;  3.  Amos, 
b.  Oct.  2, 1703,  mar.  lluth,  dau.  of  Joseph  While  and  moved 
to  liclmnon.  Conn ;  4.  Bethiah,  b.  1705,  mar.  Israel  Hatch  Oct. 
27,  1725;  5.  Keziah,  b.  Jan.  13,  1708,  mar.  John  Dinfrlcy, 
Nov.  17,  1730;  6.  Abigail,  b.  April  5,  1710,  mar.  Thomas 
Watei-man,  Jan.  25,  1732 ;  7.  Nehemiah,  b.  July,  26,  1712, 
mar.  Abiah,  dau.  of  Nathaniel  Winslow ;  8.  Sybil,  b.  Jan.  6, 
1714,  mar.  John  Tilden  of  Hanover,  Dec.  2,  1742  ;  9.  Jane,  b. 
Dec.  31, 1718,  mar.  Thomas  Ford,  Jan.,  1739-40 ;  10.  Deborah, 
b.  April  28,  1719,  mar.  Jabez  Washburn  of  lungstou,  Oct.  4, 
1751. 

Nehemiah  Thomas,  son  of  Dea.  Israel,  b.  July  26,  1712, 
mar.  Abiah  Winslow,  dau.  of  Nathaniel  and  Deboi*ah  Baratow 
Bryant  Winslow,  widow  of  John^g^iyant,  b.  Dec.  9,  1741. 
Dea.  Nehemiah  d.  May  30,  1782,  aged  70.  Abiah,  wid.  of 
Nehemiah,  d.  Aug.  7,  1809.  They  had  children  :  1.  Elithia,  b. 
May  1,  1742,  mar.  Joseph  Drew  of  Duxbury ;  2.  Abigail,  b. 
March  12,  1743,  mar.  Briggs  Thomas,  son  of  Col.  Anthony 
Thomas ;  3.  Ruth,  b.  Aug.  3,  1746,  died  young ;  4.  Nehemiah, 
b.  Jan.  3,  1748  :  5.  Nathaniel,  b.  Oct.  1, 1750,  died  unmaiTied ; 
6.  Olive,  b.  Dec.  28,  1752,  mar.  Joshua  Winsor,  Duxbury ;  7. 
Ruth  2nd,  b.  June  14,  1755,  2nd  wife  of  Joshua  Winsor;  8. 
Lucy,  b.  Nov.  27,  1757,  died  unmarried,  aged  30 ;  9.  Hannah, 
b.  July  22,  1760,  mar.  Judah  Thomas ;  10.  Winslow,  b.  July 
21,  1763,  mar.  Abigail  Delano;  11.  Nehemiah  2nd,  b.  Feb.  3, 
1766,  mar.  Hannah  Otis  of  Scituato,  at  which  place  he  settled 
in  the  ministry  ;  12.  Charles,  b.  Feb.  G,  1768,  mar.  Saba  Evor« 
sou  of  Kingston. 
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James  Thomas,  4th  son  of  the  ancestor  John,  and  Sarah 

Pitney,  settled  inDuxbury,  near  Marshfield ;  mar.  Mary . 

They  had  :  1.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  27,  1693  ;  2.  James,  b.  Feb.  10, 
l(i96;  3.  Ilannali,  b.  Aujjr.  30,  KiOS,  mnr.  Wrestling  Brewster 
of  Kingston,  1722;  4.  John,  b.  Nov.  4,  17(K),  mar.  llunnali 
Spofford  and  settled  in  I^banon,  C<»nn ;  5.  Kl»enezer,  b.  Sept. 
30,  1703,  mar.  and  settled  in  Norwich,  Conn. ;  6.  Ezekiel,  b. 
Sept.  29,  1706,  mar.  and  moved  to  Lebanon,  Conn. 

Capt.  James  mar.  Deborah,  dan.  of  John  and  Jane  Hatch 
Sherman,  Feb.  12,  1715,  and  d.  Jan  16,  1758,  aged  54.  Deln)- 
rah,  his  widow,  d.  Feb.  5,  1774,  aged  84.  They  had  chil. :  1. 
Abiah,  b.  March  25,  1720,  mar.  Capt.  William  Thomas  of 
Marshfield;  2.  Deborah,  b.  May,  7,  1722,  d.  July  19,  1747, 
aged  25  yrs.,  2  mos. ;  3.  James,  b.  Feb.  1,  1726,  mar.  Priscilla 
Winslow.  They  are  ancestors  of  Hon.  B.  W.  Harris  of  Bridge- 
water;  4.  Jesse,  b.  Sept.  10,  1728,  a  merchant  and  surveyor, 
d.  of  consumption,  while  waiting  at  Mcduncook,  Me.  for  a 
passage  home.     He  was  a  man  of  inueh  property. 

Ebenezcr  Thomas,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  5th  child  of  Jas.  and 
Mary,  mar.  for  his  first  wife  Hannah  Haskins,  March  7,  1785. 
She  died  July,  1747.  They  had  chil. :  1.  Hannah,  b.  Sept.  3, 
1733;  2.  Ebenezer,  b.  Oct.  6,  1734,  probably  d.  early;  3. 
Mary,  b.  March  9,1735;  4.  Lncretia,  b.  Sept.  5,  1738;  6. 
Abigail,  b.  Sept.  8,  1740 ;  7.  Ebenezer,  b.  Feb.  28,  1742-^ ; 
8.  Elizabeth,  b.  July  2,  1747,  d.  1799.  El)enezer  Thomas 
mar.  2ndly  Debonih  Hyde.  They  had  chil. :  1.  Debonih,  b. 
Oct.  10,  1749,  mar.  Captain  Frederic  Tnicy;  2.  Clarissji, 
h.  Dec.  13,  1753,  d.  Aug.  21,  1758;  3.  Simeon,  b.  Dec. 
13,  1753,  mar.  Miss  Deshon  of  New  London,  parents  of 
Edward  Thomas  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  b.  1793.  Thomas  Langrel, 
the  youngest  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Deborah  Hyde  Thomas,  b. 
Aug.  1,  1757,  left  no  sons.  Henry  Thomas,  fatlier  of  Caroline 
Thomas  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  was  son  of  Ebenezer,  b.  1742-3. 

Ezekiel  Tlionms  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  7ili  child  of  Jas.  and 
Mary,  mar.  Sai-ah  Tnimlmll,  Feb.  25,  1735-36.  They  had 
chil. :  1.  Ezekiel,  b.  Dec.  15,  1736,  d.  May  8,  1737.  Sarah, 
the  mother,  d.  Dec.  18,  1736.  Ezekiel  mar.  2ndly,  Ann 
Haskins,  1740.  They  had  chil. :  1.  Sarah,  b.  Aug.  4,  1741. 
2.  Ezekiel,  b.  Feb.  1743;  3.  Ann,b.  Feb.  20,  1744;  4.  Sybil, 
b.  March  8,  1747;  5.  Lord,  b.  Aug.  29,  1748;  6.  Jethaniah, 
b.  July  1,  1750;  7.  Daniel,  b.  May  5,  1753;  8.  Josiah,  b. 
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Oct.  17,  1756;  9.  John,  b.  May  29,  1757;  10.  Mabel,  b. 
March  4,  1759 ;  11.  Josiah,  b.  Sept.  17,  1762 ;  12.  Jesse,  b. 
Aug.  21,  1764. 

To  return  to  the  ancestor  John : — the  following  is  taken  from 
an  address  delivered  by  the  late  Marcia  Thomas,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  re-union  of  the  Thomas  family  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Marshfield,  Sat.,  June  15,  1872,  and  the  presentation 
of  a  statue  by  Stephen  M.  Allen,  Esq.  of  Boston. 

**  All  of  tlio  descendants  of  John  Thomas  and  Samh  Pitney, 
who  wore  amon<;  the  fii'st  settlei*s  of  Marshfield,  and  were 
married  Dec.  21,  1648,  occupying  tlie  farm  adjoining  the 
Daniel  Webster  place,  now  the  residence  of  the  family  of  Miss 
Adelaide  Phillips,  were  invited  to  take  an  interest  and  pait  at 
the  family  gathering  and  memorial  services  at  the  old  home- 
stcMid  spot  to-ilay  ;  complinuMitsiry  to  the  membei*s  of  the  Thomas 
family,  as  well  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  Miss  Phillips,  whose 
kindness  and  hospitality  so  many  of  the  descendants  of  the 
Thomas  family  have  had  occasion  to  acknowledge  during  the 
last  twelve  years,  on  visiting  the  old  homestead. 

^The  memorial  presented  is  a  metalic  female  fimire,  (a  Grecian 
njrmph,)  two-thirds  size  of  life,  which  is  to  stand  near  the  street 
upon  the  edge  of  the  old  cellar,  looking  down  upon  the  ruin. 
She  holds  in  her  elevated  leil  hand  an  inverted  water-urn,  or 
vase,  and  in  her  right,  which  also  clasps  the  drapery  of  her 
dress,  a  wreath.  The  design  idealizes  the  return  to  earth  of 
the  ancestress,  to  visit  the  homestead,  bringing  a  wreath  of 
flowers  and  laurel  for  the  fair  songstress,  now  resident  thei-e. 
The  attitude  is  the  chosen  moment  when  the  nymph  steps  upon 
the  mound  of  rock  and  earth,  and  seems  lost  in  wonder  at  the 
changed  appeamnce  of  the  ancestnd  home,  and  inadvertently 
niiscs  the  hand  which  contains  the  urn,  pouring  out  the  water 
upon  the  ground,  still  clasping  the  wreath.  The  statue  is  one 
of  rjire  gnice,  delicacy,  and  beauty,  and  was  cast  in  Germany. 
Of  that  woman  who  stands  at  the  head  of  our  line  in  tliis  country 
we  have  much  to  say,  and  the  heart  waims  in  the  consciousness 
that  where  we  now  stand,  she  has  often  stood  before :  that  on 
this  beautiful  landscape,  which  entrances  our  own  eyes  and 
heai*t,  she  has  often  gazed  with  all  the  fei*vor  of  romance  and 
all  the  enthusiJism  of  love  which  we  can  know  or  feel.  Her 
emotional  life  nm»t  have  been  deeper  than  ours,  for  here,  at  her 
bridal  home,  were  enteilained,  with  perhaps  the  highest  domes- 
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tic  joys  around  her  fireside,  shades  of  constAnt  feur.  IIci*e,  in 
her  day,  the  altar  and  the  heailhstone  were  never  free  fi*om  the 
thi'eatenings  of  savage  treachery.  Sarah  Pitney  was  a  heroic 
woman,  and  her  life  bore  out  that  character  to  the  day  of  her 
death.  Her  infantile  yeara  were  passed  on  the  Imnks  of  the 
river  Onvcll,  in  Old  England.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
yeai*s  ago  (April,  1872,)  she  left  her  tmnsatlantic  home  and 
embarked  with  her  mother  and  baby  brother  at  the  port  of 
London,  in  the  ship  **  Planter,"  Capt.  Fi*azier,  for  the  planta- 
tions of  New  England.  Her  father,  James  Pitney,  had  pro- 
ceded  them,  and  secured  for  their  reception,  a  humble  home  in 
this  vicinity  amid  the  honored  Pilgrims  of  Plymouth  Colony. 
He  was  one  of  the  guard,  who  watched  for  the  beacon  fires  lo 
be  lighted  on  yonder  western  hilltop,  in  case  of  an  alann  from 
the  Indian  enemy.  He  earned  his  anns  to  their  thatched-roof 
place  of  woi*ship,  and  retired  to  rest,  un-di vested  of  his  daily 
garments,  with  his  rifle  by  his  bedside,  that  he  might  be  able 
to  ixsnder  assistance  to  the  colonists  according  to  need.  Their 
fears  of  atUick  from  the  foe,  though  constant,  were  never 
realized.  The  people  around  were  never  carried  into  cjiptivity 
nor  theu'  dwellings  destroyed.  The  protecting  care  of  their 
Heavenly  Parent  encircled  their  settlements.  The  Governor  of 
the  colony,  Edward  Winslow,  dwelt  near  them  at  Cares- 
well,  whom  the  red  men  of  the  forest  esteemed  as  their  friend. 
Tliis  neighborhood  was  called  Green  Harbor,  and  the  beautiful 
liver  beaiing  the  same  name,  that  ebbed  and  flowed  unimpc^dod 
through  its  verdant  ntarsh  lands,  difluscd  health  and  heal- 
ing from  the  flowing  of  its  saline  waters.  Truly  their  liui^s 
had  fallen  to  them  in  pleasant  places.  When  she  attained 
the  age  of  twelve  ycai*s,  live  of  which  she  had  S|)ent  in  the 
colony,  the  sweet  name  of  Green  Harbor  was  changed  to  Marsh- 
field — the  pljice  at  that  date  })eing  incoipoi-ated  as  a  township. 
At  twenty,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  Thomas,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  the  same  season  as  herself,  in  the  ship 
"IIo[)ewcir'  from  London,  commanded  by  Capt.  Babb.  He 
was  seven  years  her  senior,  and  had  been  reared  with  care  by 
Gov..  Edward  Winslow,  at  Careswell.  Their  marriage  was  the 
thiixl  entered  on  the  records  of  the  township.  They  settled  on 
this  homestead,  which  had  be»en  given  by  the  Governor  to  the 
town  for  the  better  accommodation  of  a  neighborhood,  and  for 
furnishing  such  additions  to  their  society  as  would  lienefit  them 
in  religious  afl5ni*s — no  one  to  receive  the  gift  without  his 
approval.     It  was  first  bestowed  on  Xtobeit  Cai-ver,  brother  to 
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tho  first  Governor  of  the  colony,  who,  after  the  hipse  of  five 
years,  with  tho  approbation  of  Mr.  Wii  slow,  ti-ansfeii-ed  it  to 
John  Tlionia.s,  and  tlie  former  removed  to  another  gmnt,  where 
his  descendants  yet  reside.  This  neighborhood  was  one  of  the 
most  favored  in  the  colony.  The  domains  of  Mr.  Winslow  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Thomas,  another  of  its  founders,  were  extensive. 
On  this  spot,  midway  between  their  fortified  mansion-houses, 
she  reared  her  family,  numbering  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 
1  lor  oldcKt  daughter,  Elizabeth,  doce^t^od  in  early  womanhood. 
] ler  other  daughter,  Sanih,  married  Keuj.  ]Miiilip.s  of  tiiis  place ; 
one  of  her  sons,  Ephniim,  removed  to  Providence  Plantation; 
her  other  five  settled  in  this  section  of  the  old  colony,  mostly 
on  lands  giimted  from  time  to  time  to  their  father.  They  all 
left  a  fair  record  on  tho  pages  of  history,  and  their  descendants 
can  now  be  counted  by  thousands,  scjittered  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  coast.  Her  days  were  passed  amid  stirring,  and 
to  us,  histonc  scenes,  too  numerous  to  name.  Omrts  for 
magistmcy  and  councils  of  war  were  holden  at  Careswell. 
After  the  lamented  decease  at  sea  of  Gov.  Edward  Winslow,  in 
165(>,  his  son  Josiah  presided  at  the  family  mansion.  He 
became  the  first  native-bom  Governor  of  the  colony,  and 
chief  commander  of  its  military  forces.  His  useful  life  was 
closed  in  1G80,  at  the  age  of  fifty  two.  Philip's  war,  as  it  was 
termed,  was  far  more  alai-ming  to  the  settlers  of  this  reign  than 
previous  difficulties  with  the  native  tribes;  but  Oireswell  was 
fortified,  and  here,  with  the  younger  children  of  her  household, 
she  doubtless  found  a  retreat  of  measuniblo  safety  under  the 
protecting  arm  of  tho  colony  and  the  invulnenible  8tandish." 

Capt.  Ichabod  Thomas,  after  his  marriage  with  Kuth  Tumer, 
the  daughter  of  his  instructor,  Capt.  Benj.,  left  his  native 
town,  and  settled  on  an  estate  in  Pembroke,  purchased  of 
James  Randall,  as  the  following  extracts  from  a  deed  i)rove : 

*'  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting,  &c. :  Know 
ye  that  James  Randall  of  Pembroke  in  the  County  of  Plimouth  in 
New  Eng.  Blacksmith,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  One 
hundred  and  Eight  pounds  in  Lawful  Money  of  New  Eng.  to  me  in 
hand  paid  by  Ichabod  Thomas  of  the  town,  etc.  afores'd,  Ship- 
Wright^  the  rec'pt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  myself 
satisfied  content,  etc.  Have  given,  granted,  etc.  unto  him  the  s'd 
Ichabod  Thomas,  his  heirs,  and  assigns  forever  a  certain  farm  or 
tract  of  land  with  the  buildings  and  fencing  thereon,  standing  and 
belonging,  etc.  in  ye  township  of  Pembroke  afores*d,  containing  by 
estimation  21^  acres  more  or  less,  bounded  as  follows :  —  Beginning 
at  a  large  Rock  lying  on  the  South  side  of  tlie  county  road  near 
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where  the  house  stood,  formerly  belonging  to  old  Levt.  Barker,  now 
Isaac  Taylor's,  from  thence  is  bounded  by  s'd  roade  to  the  land  of 
David  Magoun,  and  thence  westerly  by  s'd  Magoun's  land  to  the 
land  of  Col.  James  Otis,  Esqr. — taken  by  virtue  of  an  Execution 
s'd  Otis  had  against  s'd  Randall,  and  thence  southerly  by  s'd  Otis' 
land  to  the  land  I  sold  to  Capt.  Benjamin  Turner,  and  thence  east- 
erly by  said  Turner's  land  to  said  County  road,  thence  northerly  by 
s'd  county  road  unto  the  s'd  great  Rock,  the  bounds  first  mentioned, 
except  and  always  reserving  the  way  which  formerly  belonged  to 
Abraham  Booth,  from  the  County  road  to  his  land.  To  have  and  to 
hold,  etc.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
Seal  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini,  1761. 

Jambs  Randall  ^Seai.'] 
Signed,  Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 

Elisha  Barker. 

Benj".  Turner. 

This  farm  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Wm.  H.  H.  Colla- 
more,  Esq. 

Capt.  Ichulwd  Thomas,  Senior^  built  at  tho  Brick-Kilns  from 
about  1764  to  1787-88.  The  first  vessel  that  was  built  at  this 
yard,  whoso  name  has  been  asitcrtaincd,  was  the  brig  '*  NOR- 
FOLK," built  bylchabod  Thomas,  at  North  River,  in  17(>5. 
The  next  vessel  of  wliich  any  account  has  been  found  was  built 
tho  same  year,  1765,  the  ship  **  NEPTUNE,"  commanded  by 
Capt.  Nathan  Coffin,  to  London,  with  a  load  of  sperm  oil.  Cof- 
fin was  captured  upon  a  like  voyage  to  London,  and,  when 
l4ikcn,  tlio  British  Adminil  said,  "(^apt.  ('Offin,  you  can  join 
His  Majesty's  service,  or  go  into  irons."  'Mlang  nio,  if  you 
will,  to  your  ship's  yard-arm,  but  do  not  ask  nie  to  become  a 
traitoi  to  my  country."*  Capt.  Coffin  was  gi-smdfather  of 
Chaa.  II.  Marshall,  who  established  the  famous  "Black  Ball" 
line  of  Packets  between  New  York  and  Liverpool  (so  named 
l)ecause  each  vessel  had  a  largo  black  ball  in  the  centre  of  the 
fore-top-sail).  His  first  voyage  wjis  in  1804,  in  tho  ship 
•*LTMA,"  built  on  Noilli  River.  Tho  **Lima"  was  condemned 
at  Kio  Janeiro,  1842. 

The  next  vessel  on  record  as  having  been  built  by  Ichabod 
Thomas,  was  the  "  BEAVER,"  one  of  the  tea-ships  of  Boston 
Harbor,  from  which  the  tea  was  thrown  by  the  fomous  tea- 
party,  Dec.  16,  1773.  The  following  is  taken  fi-om  "Traits  of 
the  Boston  Tea-paily,"  by  a  Bostonian  (B.  B.  Thatcher)  : 


•  See  Bancroll,  9Ui  yoL,  page  813. 
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"The  excitement  occasioned  by  the  arrival  of  the  tea-ship  *  Dart- 
mou  th '  can  be  better  imagined  than  described.  The  following  no- 
tice was  posted  up  all  over  Boston  : — *  Friends ! — Brethren  ! — Coun- 
trymen ! — that  worst  of  plagues,  the  detested  Tea,  shipped  for  this 
Port  by  the  East-India  Company,  is  now  arrived  in  this  Harbour ; 
the  Hour  of  Destruction,  or  manly  opposition  to  the  Machinations  of 
Tyrrany,  stares  you  in  the  Face ;  every  Friend  to  his  Country,  to 
himself,  and  to  Posterity,  is  now  called  upon  to  meet  at  Juineutl 
Hall^  at  nine  o'clock,  This  Day,  (at  which  time  the  Bells  will  ring,) 
to  make  a  united  and  successful  resistance  to  this  last,  worst  and 
most   destructive   measure  of  administration.     Boston,  Nov.  29th, 

a 73.'  Meetings  were  held  in  Faneuil  Hall  and  the  Old  South 
lurch,  and  it  was  resolved  that  ^  the  tea  should  not  only  be  sent 
back,  but  no  duty  should  be  paid  thereon.'  Capt.  Hall,  and  Mr. 
Francis  Rotch,  the  owner  of  the  *  Dartmoutli,' were  *  con  vented' 
and  charged  not  to  land  the  tea,  at  their  peril.  A  watch  of  twenty- 
five  persons,  under  command  of  Capt.  Proctor,  was  appointed  to 
prevent  the  landing  of  the  tea  in  the  night." 

On  Dec.  1,  1773,  there  arrived  the  ship  "  Eleaner,"  Capt. 
Jas.  Bmcc,  with  a  portion  of  the  tea,  and  about  the  same  time 
there  arrived  the  brig  ^^ Beavei^^  Capt.  Hczekiah  Coffin,  with 
the  rest  of  the  tea.  He  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Griffin's 
Wharf,  and  discharge  all  of  his  cargo  excepting  the  tea.  On 
Dec.  10,  there  was  lield,  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  greatest  meeting 
ever  Iield  in  Boston  up  to  that  time,  two  thousand  persons 
coming  from  the  countiy,  besides  thousands  from  the  city. 
Mr.  Rotch  reported  that  the  Collector  would  not  give  hira  a 
clcanmcc.  Ho  was  then  ordeiTid  ujion  his  peril  to  get  his  ships 
ready  for  sea,  and  proceed  directly  to  the  Governor,  then  at 
Milton,  and  procure  a  pass  for  his  ships  to  go  by  the  Castle. 
Mr.  Rotch  returned  at  5.45  p.m.,  and  repoited  that  the  Gover- 
nor would  not  grant  the  pennit.  The  meeting  lasted  until  well 
into  the  evening,  which  was  bright  moonlight.  The  following 
account  is  taken  from  the  MassachiseltA  Gazette: 

"  Just  before  the  dissolution  of  tlio  meeting,  a  number  of  brave  and 
resolulo  men,  dressed  in  the  Indian  manner,  approached  near  tlie  door  of 
the  iu«<sonibIy,  and  gave  tlic  war-whoop,  which  rang  through  the  house,  and 
was  answered  by  some  in  the  galleries ;  but  silence  was  commanded,  and 
a  peaceable  deportment  again  enjoined  till  the  dissolution.  The  Indians, 
as  tlicy  were  then  called,  repaired  to  the  wharf  where  the  ships  lay  that 
had  (he  tea  on  board,  nnd  were  followed  by  hundreds  of  people,  to  see  the 
event  of  the  transactions  of  tlioso  who  made  so  grotesque  an  appearance. 
They,  the  Indians,  immediately  repaired  on  boara  Capt.  HalPsship,  where 
tli(\Y  hoisted  out  fJio  cliosto  of  tea,  and,  when  on  deck,  stove  the  chests,  and 
hove  (ho  WW  overboard.  Ilavins  cleared  this  ship,  Uiey  proceeded  to  Capt. 
Bnice's,  and  then  to  Capt,  Coffiivs  brig.  They  applied  tliemselves  so  dex- 
terously to  the  destruction  of  this  commodity,  that  in  the  space  of  three 
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hoars  they  broke  up  342  chests,  valued  at  £18,000,  which  was  the  whole 
number  m  those  vessels,  and  discharged  their  contents  into  the  dock. 
When  the  tide  rose,  it  floated  the  broken  chests,  and  the  tea,  insomuch  that 
the  surface  of  the  water  was  filled  therewith  a  considerable  way  from  the 
south  part  of  the  town  to  Dorchester  Neck,  and  lodged  on  tne  shores. 
There  was  the  greatest  care  taken  to  prevent  the  tea  from  being  purloined 
by  the  populace.  One  or  two  being  detected  in  endeavoring  to  pocket 
a  small  quantity,  were  strip|MHl  of  their  acquisitions,  iintl  very  roughly 
handled.  The  town  was  veiy  quiet  during  the  whole  evening  and  the  night 
following.  Those  who  were  from  the  country  went  home,  and  the  next 
day  joy  appeared  in  almost  every  countenance,  —  some  on  occasion  of  the 
destruction  of  the  tea,  others  on  account  of  the  quietness  with  which  it  was 
effected.  One  of  the  Monday*s  papers  says  that  the  masters  and  owners 
are  well  pleased  that  the  ships  are  thus  cleared.^ 

Some  of  the  men  wore  l)elatcd,  and,  not  having  time  to  get 
up  a  costume  equal  to  their  brethren,  hurried  to  tlie  nearest 
blacksmith's  shop,  smooched  their  faces,  borrowed  a  blanket 
from  some  neighl>or,  thus  concealing  their  clothing  and  iden- 
tity, and  proceeded  to  the  ships,  to  join  the  rest  of  the  tribe, 
shouting,  as  they  went,  "  Ilurmh  for  Griffin's  Wharf! "  "  IJos- 
ton  Harbor  a  tcu-pot  this  night  1 "  et<5.  There  were  tiliout  one 
hundi*ed  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tca-tlirowci's,  and,  l>efore 
leaving  the  wharf,  all  were  searched,  and  pockets  and  shoes 
emptied  of  the  tea,  that  none  of  it  should  be  landed.  One  of 
the  tea-party,  Archibald  MacNeil,  died  in  Scituate,  Mass.,  Feb. 
1,  1840,  aged  ninety  yeara.  The  "Beaver"  was  built  al>out 
the  same  time  as  the  "  Bedford."  F.  C.  Sanford  has  an  account 
of  her  voyage  to  London  with  a  load  of  sperm  oil,  Dec,  1772, 
consigned  to  a  man  who  did  an  immense  business  with  Nun- 
tucket,  Samuel  Enderby,  gnmdfathcr  to  Pacha  Baker,  who  was 
murdered  in  Egypt  a  few  years  ago.  The  " Beaver"  followed 
whaling  from  New  Bedford  for  years.  After  the  tea  was  thrown 
out  of  her,  both  she  and  the  "Bedford,"  Capt.  Robt.  Meadcr, 
went  u[)on  the  Brazil  Banks,  and  filled  with  oil.  While  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  Capt.  Hezekiali  Coffin,  of  the  "Beaver,"  al- 
lowed an  exchange  of  Alex.  Hay,  one  of  his  men,  to  come  to 
Nantucket,  and  one  of  Capt.  Header's,  from  the  ship  "Bed- 
ford," by  the  name  of  Seymour,  to  go  in  the  "Beaver,"  to  Lon- 
don. Seymour  wanted  more  of  the  ship's  voyage  than  the 
agreement  upon  the  Banks,  so  they  had  to  send  to  Nantucket 
for  Capt.  Header's  affidavit,  for  Capt.  Coffin  having  died,  they 
could  not  settle  his  est^ite.  F.  C.  Sanford  has  Cai)t,  Header's 
affidavit,  dated  Jan.  27,  1783,  also  the  entry  of  the  "Bedford," 
Nantucket,  Hay  31,  1783,  in  the  book  kept  by  Geo.  Gardiner, 
Esq.,  first  tJ.  S.  Custom  House  officer  appointed  to  Nantucket.. 
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In  the  spring  of  1774,  tlie  ** Bedford"  returned  to  Nantucket, 
and  the  '* Beaver"  to  En<jland,  where  Capt.  Hezekiah  Coffin,  of 
the  "Beaver,"  died,  ami  the  ship  was  sold.  The  ** Bedford" 
hiy  at  Nantucket  seven  3'cars,  then  loaded  with  four  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  butts  of  oil,  sailed  for  England,  and  hoisted  the 
U.  S.  flag.  Another  "  BEAVER  "  was  built  on  North  River  in 
1791 .  She  went  to  the  Pacific,  and  was  afterwards  sold  in  New 
York.  The  "Dailniouth,"  built  at  Dailniouth  about  1767,  was 
also  a  tea-ship ;  and  after  the  tea  was  thrown  into  Bost^>n  Har- 
bor, she  C4une  down  to  Nantucket,  and  in  the  following  April, 
1774,  loaded  oil  and  sailed  for  London.  On  her  way  back,  she 
foundered,  in  Novenil)er,  and  her  crew  were  picked  up  by  Shu- 
bael  Coffin,  Nantucket. 

The  next  ship  of  Ichabod  Thomas',  of  which  there  is  any 
account,  is  the  ship  *'  HARMONY,"  built  on  North  River  pre- 
vious to  17r>J),  at  which  date  F.  C.  Sanford  has  a  voyage  made 
by  her.     She  belonged  to  Wni.  Rolch.     In  company  with  the 
•*  Falkland,"  in  1790,  she  went  from  Dunkirk,  France,  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  both  sailing  in  November.     They  were  the  first 
that  went  into  the  Pacific,  after  the  *'  Amelia."    They  filled  with 
Rperm  oil,  and  both  arrived  in  Dunkirk  in  Feb.,  1792.     They 
were  at  Callao,  Peni,  when  the  ship  "Columbia,"  Capt.  Gmy, 
was  there,  on  his  way  to  the  Northwest  Coast.     Mr.  Rolch  was 
induced  to  send  these  vessels  to  the  Pacific,  from  information 
given  him   by  ArcheluH  Ibimmond,  who  arrived  in  Jjondon, 
SepU^niber,  1790,  in  the  ship  "Amelia,"  (Capt  Shield,)  full  of 
spenn  oil.     She  belonged  to  Samuel  Enderby,  who  did  much 
business  with  Nantucket  people.     Hammond  was  a  great  whale- 
man, and  stnick  the  first  whale  struck  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
He  died  in  1830,  aged   seventy-one  yeai-s.      F.  C.  Sanford 
writes,  *'I  knew  Ilannnond  well.     Sam  Knderby  was  gnmd- 
fatlicr  lo  the  late  Gen.  Gordon,  of  Egyptian  memory."    The 
•^LEO"  was  built  on  North  River  in  1774,  went  whaling,  and 
was  broken  up  in  1823,  at  Nantucket.     The  "  Haimony  "  was 
in  company  with  the  ship   **Leo"   in    1796.     On  the  Bi*azil 
Banks  in  1796  a  whale  leaped  out  of  the  sea  across  the  "Har- 
mony's" deck  and   sunk   her,  the   crew  jumping  from  their 
berliis,  having  barely  time  to  get  into  their  boats  and  escape 
aboard  the  "Leo."    Abel  Rawson  was  Captain  of  the  "Har- 
mony."   This   is  the  only  aise  of  the  kind  on  record.     The 
"FALKLAND,"  spoken  of  above,  was  built  on  North  River  in 
1785,  by  Ichabod  Thomas,  and  owned  by  Wm.  Rotch.     She 
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was  finally  sold  to  France,  and,  as  a  French  privateer,  did 
noble  work  in  the  English  Channel,  taking  English  ships. 
The  next  vessel  was  the  ship  •'TAMA,"  built  before  the  ** Bed- 
ford "  She  was  a  London  packet  from  Nantucket.  Five  Nan- 
tucket men  were  carried  to  Portsmouth  in  the  sloop-of-war 
"Rattlesnake,"  with  tlio  news  of  Comwall is' surrender,  Octo- 
l)cr,  1781.  On  arriving  there,  they  were  pressed  into  "Rod- 
ney's ^  ship,  wero  taken  to  the  West  Indies,  and  fought  in  the 
f;i*eat  battle  of  the  12th  of  April,  1782,  saving  the  West  Indies 
rom  DeGmss.*  They  rctumcd  to  England,  were  paid  off,  and 
went  round  to  London  in  a  lugger,  and  there  met  the  *'  Tama,*' 
Capt.  Shubael  Cotlin.  Th(^y  took  pjt«».sage,  and  arrived  at  Nantuc- 
ket safe.  The  "  Tama  "  went  ashoi*e  on  Long  Island,  coming  from 
l^ew  York,  in  1807,  and  went  to  pieces.  The  "SOMERSET," 
a  North  River  ship,  built  at  the  Bnck-Kilns,  was  under  Alex- 
ander Coffin,  and  on  her  passage  from  London  to  Nantucket, 
during  the  Revolution,  as  a  London  packet,  she  was  taken  by 
Gmi.  John  Paul  Jones,  and  badly  handled.  (^a])t.  Coffin  had 
despatches  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  the  Continental  Congress,  an- 
nouncing the  Ti'caty  with  Fmnce  of  that  glorious  alliance. f 
The  papera  were  afterwards  restored,  by  Com.  tloncs,  to  the 
Congress.  Nantucket  had  fifteen  London  packets  at  that  time. 
Alexander  Coffin  was  a  strong,  splendid  man.  He  moved  to 
Hudson  in  1784,  and  was  a  prominent  man  in  that  city,  being 
Mayor  twenty  yeai*s.  He  died  in  1839,  aged  ninety-seven 
years,  eight  months. 

At  no  yard  on  North  River  wero  such  a  nunil)er  of  famous 
ships  built.  The  name  of  Ichabod  Tinmias  should  cortninly  be 
peii)etuated  in  the  memorials  of  his  town,  for  he,  more  than  any 
other  man,  spread  the  renown  of  North  River  in  foreign  ports, 
and  there  appears  no  excuse  for  not  having  recorded,  years  ago, 
the  history  of  the  ship-building  here,  and  the  ships  that  became 
so  famous,  which  were  sent  out  from  the  then  little  town  of 
Pembroke.  Ik^tweon  1775  and  1783  tho  fisherii's  phmUuhmI 
but  little.  Nantucket  was  tho  only  ])orl  which  atlcinpUul  to 
carry  it  on,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  134  vessels  liu<l  lallon 
into  the  hands  of  the  English  and  15  had  been  lost  at  sea.  This 
discouraged  the  merchants,  and  comparatively  few  vessels  were 
built  during  these  years.     But  before  the  dull  season  Ichabod 


*  See  London  Illustrated  News,  1860. 
t  See  Genealogical  Journal. 
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TlioinuH  Imilt  one  nioro  vessel,  which  hecamo  famous,  and  was 
ilio  lii'Ht  vessel  thai  carried  the  Aiuericaii  SUu*s  and  Stripes  into 
a  Ikitish  port.  Slio  caused  such  consternation  on  lier  arrival 
as  proI)ably  no  other  vessel  ever  did  before  or  has  since. 

This  was  the  "BEDFORD."  She  was  first  ringed  as  a 
schooner,  afterward  changed  to  a  brig,  and  finally  rebuilt, 
.-  raised  upon,  furnished  with  an  additional  deck,  and  rigged  as  a 
ship.  After  all  these  altcniticnis,  she  measured  only  170  or 
IHOl^ns.  No  portrait  of  her  has  been  jn-eserved.  The  orig- 
inal receipt  of  the  last  payment  made  by  her  owner,  Wm. 
Rotch,  to  her  builder,  Ichabod  Thomas,  is  in  the  possession  of 
F.  C.  Sanford,  Esq.     The  following  is  a  copy  : — 

Nantucket,  ii  mo.  13th.  1772. 
Received  of  William  Rotch  Ninety  Pounds,  twelve  shdlings,  4  d., 
L.  M.  Hawful  money),  supposed  to  be  in  full  for  his  building  me  a 
Itrigautme,    ^^  Bedford^*  mchidiug   Elisha   Tolman's  joining  said 
vessel. 

Signed  *'  Ichabod  Thomas." 

Tlio  ''  Bedford  "  was  first  sent  to  Philadelphia,  and  arrived  in 
Nantucket  from  Philadel])hia,  with  a  cargo  of  flour,  under  Capt. 
Thonuis  Bunker,  when  she  registered  at  Nantucket.  She 
sailed  in  177G  for  Brazil  Banks  and  arrived  home  March  13, 
1777 ,  full  of  oil .  The  **  Bedford  "  lay  at  Nantucket  several  years 
and  in  Sept.  ,1782,  the  "  Maria  "  came  new  from  Ichabod  Thomas. 
She  was  not  completed,  and  the  old  Quaker  merchants  had 
private  imfomiation  that  a  i)eace  was  coming,  and  as  the  ^  Maria '' 
could  not  be  despatched  in  time  they  hauled  down  the  Bedford 
and  sent  her  to  London.  She  arrived  Feb.  6,  off  Trinity,  with 
the  SUirs  and  Stripes  flying.  Custom  House  officers  had  to 
apply  to  lower  solicitors  to  know  what  to  do  with  her.  She 
entered,  «nd  that  wjis  the  first  U.  S.  fljig  ever  displayed  in 
Euroiie.  Her  a[)])earance  was  thus  chronicled  by  an  English 
magazine  of  that  day. 

••  The  **  Bedford,"  Capt.  Mooors,  belonging  to  Mass.,  arrived  in  the  D  wns 
on  the  3rd  of  February,  passed  the  Gravcsend  tlie  4l)i,  and  was  reports  at 
the  Custom  House,  the  6th.  inst.  She  was  not  allowed  regular  entry  until 
some  consultation  had  taken  place  between  the  Commissioners  of  the  Cus- 
toms ami  (ho  J^onls  of  the  Council,  on  account  of  the  manv  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment y(*l  in  forc(*  a<!:ain8t  the  rebels  in  America.  She  is  loaded  with  4S8 
butts  of  whalo-oil,  is  American  Iniilt,  manned  wholly  by  American  sea-men, 
wears  the  roI)el  colors,  and  belon£;s  to  the  Island  of  NauUickct  in  M:issa- 
chusetts.  This  is  the  Urat  vessel  which  has  displayed  the  13  rebellious 
stripes  in  any  British  Port.  The  vessel  lies  at  Horsely  Down,  a  little  below 
theTower  and  is  intended  immediately  to  return  to  New  England." 


if 


170  UNITED  STATES  FLAG   INTO   A   BRITISH   PORT. 

It  is  related  that  one  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  "  Bedford,"  while 
she  was  lying  in  the  Thames,  was  humpbacked.  One  day  a 
British  sailor  met  him,  clapped  his  hand  on  the  American's 
shoulder,  and  said  "Ililloa,  Jack,  what  have  you  got  hei*c?** 
**  Bunker  Ilill,  and  bo  danmcd  to  you,**  replied  the  Ysmkeo. 
**  Will  you  mount?"  The  Ih'itish  sailor,  calling  to  mind  the 
experience  of  his  next  of  kin,  the  British  soldier,  in  mounting 
Bunker  Hill  in  America,  decided  not  to  attempt  it  on  the 
British  Isle.  Capt.  Wm.  Mooers,  the  master  of  the  **  Bedford,** 
and  afterwards  master  of  tlie  **  Maria,**  is  traditionally  repoiled 
as  one  of  ^nature's  noblemen,"  and  his  prowess  as  a  whaleman 
is  familiar  to  all  who  have  made  themselves  ac<iuaintod  with 
that  hazardous  branch  of  our  national  enterprise.  Erect  and 
commanding  in  appearance,  standing  over  six  feet,  and  weigh- 
ing more  than  two  hundred  pounds,  he  would  have  been  a 
marked  man  in  a  thousand.  He  died  in  1819,  in  France,  where 
he  was  then  doing  business  as  agent  of  Wm.  Rotch  &  Co.  The 
first  publication  of  the  tonus  of  the  treaty  was  Jan.  28,  1783, 
in  a  postscript  of  the  London  papers,  about  a  week  before  the 
arrival  of  the  **Bedford,"  The  King's  proclamation  was  not 
published  until  the  15th  of  Fobuary,  twelve  days  after  her 
arrival.  The  news  was  first  received  in  Boston,  April  23rd, 
but  the  treaty  was  not  signed  until  September.  It  is,  therefore, 
no  wonder  that  when  the  master  of  the  "  Bedford  "  appeared 
and  demanded  to  enter  his  vchhoI  at  the  Custom  House,  with 
her  cargo  of  oil,  coming  from  a  country  and  people  who  were 
still  couHidered  rebels,  liis  appearance  created  astonishment. 
In  general,  the  proof  in  full  of  vessels  having  been  built  at  the 
diflercnt  yards  on  North  Kiver  has  not  been  given,  as  it  would 
take  too  much  space,  but  where  it  is  stated  that  vessels  were 
built  at  certain  yards,  proof  positive  has  been  found  of  the  fact, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  **  Bedford."  Besides  the  receipt  from  Ichabod 
Thomas,  now  in  existence,  there  is  additional  proof  in  the  form 
of  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  written  l)y  Wm. 
Botch,  Jr.,  one  of  her  owners,  and  dated  at  New  Bedford,  8th 
mo.,  3rd,  1842: 

*'Dear  Friend: 

In  my  reply  to  thy  letter  of  the  2i8t  ult.,  received  last  evening, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  my  father  had  a  vessel  built 
by  Ichabod  Thomas^  at  North  River^  just  before  the  Revolution, 
for  himself  and  Champion  &  Dickason,  of  London,  for  the  London 
trade.  Af\er  the  war  commenced,  she  laid  at  Nantucket  several 
years,  until  a  license  was  procured  for  her  to  go  to  London  with  a 


Suif  "Mabia." 
Built  by  Ich&bod  ThomM  M  tlie  Biick-kllnB,  In  1782. 
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cargo  of  oil,  Timothy  Folger,  commander.    Several  gentlemen  from 
Boston  took  passage  in  her,  among  whom  were  the  late  Governor 

Winthrop,  Thomas  K.  Jones, Hutchinson,  and  some  others 

whose  names  I  do  not  recollect. 

We  sent  the  sloop  **  SPEEDWELL "  (also  built  by  Ichabod 
Thomas)  to  Aux  Cayes,  St.  Domingo.  She  was  taken  and  carried 
into  Jamaica,  but  her  Captain  was  released  one  day  after.  By  the 
treaty,  the  war  ceased  in  that  latitude,  and  she  was  released  when 
she  showed  the  first  United  States  flag  there.  On  her  return  home^ 
everything  was  very  low  by  the  return  of  peace.  We  put  on  boanl 
two  hundred  boxes  of  candles,  and  with  William  Johnson  (whose 
widow,  1  learned,  lives  at  Qiiassi,)  as  supercarpo,  sent  her  to  Que- 
bec, where  her's  was  the  first  United  States  flag  exhibited. 

Should  thee  wish  any  further  information  within  my  recollection, 
I  will  freely  communicate  it. 

I  am,  with  love  to  thy  wife. 

Thy  aflectionate  friend, 

Wm.  Rotcii,  Jr." 

Wliat  finally  became  of  the  **  Bedford  **  I  have  been  unable  to 
ascertain.  To  Ichabod  Thomas,  also,  must  be  given  the  credit  of 
building  the  vessel  which,  as  far  as  any  record  is  preserved, 
was  in  the  service  longer  than  any  other  vessel  built  on  North 
River. 

This  was  the  '^MARLAl,'*  built  in  1782,  and  broken  up  in 
1872,  at  Vancouver's  Island,  after  mailing  for  ninety  yearSy 
during  which  time  she  touched  at  nearly  every  seaport  of  the 
p;l<>bo.  She  was  at  Falkland  Islands  in  1 78r) ;  (Srcenhmd,  1 788, 
as  high  as  7S)^  N.  in  the  ice  on  Juno  22hd.  Ilcr  career  would 
make  a  romantic  book.  She  was  built  at  Pembroke  for  a  pri- 
vateer, but  never  used  as  such.  When  finished,  she  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Rotch,  for  a  merchant  vessel,  and  brought  by 
Capt.  Wm.  Mooers  to  Nantucket,  previous  to  his  sailing  thence 
in  the  "Bedford."  On  his  return  from  that  voyage,  he  took 
the  "  Maria  "  to  London  with  a  cjirgo  of  oil ;  and  on  a  subse- 
quent passage,  he  made  in  her  the  voyage  from  Nantucket  to 
Dover  in  twenty-one  days.  She  sailed  from  Nantucket  for 
London,  July  4,  1785.  Her  owners,  William  and  Benjamin 
Rotch,  the  father  and  brother  of  Wm.  Rotch,  Jr.,  were  on  board 
as  passengers,  going  to  establish  the  whale  fishery  from  an 
English  poll.  It  is  narnitcd  that,  on  the  pjissage,  Mr.  liotch, 
during  a  storm,  became  alarmed,  and,  venturing  part  way  out 
of  the  cabin  gangway,  said,  "Capt.  Mooei*s,  it  would  be  more 
conducive  to  our  safety  for  thee  to  take  in  some  sail ;  thee  had 
better  do  so."    To  which  Capt.  Mooers  replied,  '*  Mr.  Rotch^ 
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I  have  the  deck,  you  have  the  cabin."  He  could  not  brook 
dictation,  even  from  his  owner.  The  "Maria  "was  lying  at 
Nantucket  when  the  "  Bedford  "  was  at  anchor  in  the  Downs. 
Mary  Thomas,  aftei*ward  Mi's.  Joshua  Perry,  gnmddaughtcr  of 
Ichabod  Thomas,  wrote,  many  years  ago,  the  following :  "  My 
grandfather,  Ichabod  Thomas,  built  the  sliip  *  Maria'  during 
the  Revolution.  After  many  years  being  out  of  repair,  Mr. 
William  Rotch  who  bought  her,  told  his  son-in-law,  Samuel 
Rodman,  he  would  give  it  to  him.  He  said  he  would  not  ac- 
cept it.  Mr.  Rotch  said  it  was  built  by  his  old  friend,  Ichaliod 
Thomas,  and  must  be  repaired.  He  repaired  it,  and  then  asked 
his  son-in-law  to  accept  it ;  and  he  did."  After  her  voyage  to 
London,  the  "  Maria  "  was  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  and 
for  fifty  or  sixty  years  was  owned  by  Samuel  Rodman  of  New 
Bedford,  and  his  descendants.  It  is  said  there  stood  to  her 
credit,  in  1859,  $250,000 ;  and  she  had  been  of  expense  to  her 
undei'writera  but  once,  and  then  only  for  a  trifling  amount. 
She  made  five  voyages  to  the  Pacific  within  the  short  space  of 
six  years,  returning  each  time  with  a  full  c^ii'go  of  oil,  1215 
barrels.  She  concluded  her  first  whaling  voyage  on  the  26th 
of  Septem])er,  1795.  In  her  seventy-seventh  year,  she  arrived 
at  New  Bedford  from  a  three  years'  cruise  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 
"  She  was,"  says  the  Standard  of  that  date,  ^  built  at  the  town 
of  Pembroke,  for  a  privateer,  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Her  flag  is  now  in  existeince,  though  in  shreds.  Her  model  is 
of  old  French  construction,  tumbling  home,  or  rounding  very 
much,  in  her  top  sides,  and  she  is  consequently  very  narrow  on 
deck  in  proportion  to  her  size,  202  tons.'*  She  sailed  from 
New  Bedford  on  her  twenty-seventh  and  last  whaling  voyage 
under  our  flag,  on  the  29th  of  September,  1859.  On  these 
voyages,  she  is  credited  with  having  taken  24,419  barrels  of 
sperm,  and  134  barrels  of  whale  oil.  In  1856,  Mr.  Harditch, 
of  Fairhaven,  who,  sixty-four  years  before,  had  assisted  in 
making  her  a  suit  of  sails,  was  again  employed  in  the  same 
service  for  her.  Feb.  2-1,  1803,  she  was  n^pnirod  and  sold  at 
Tak%*ihuana,  Chili,  undc^r  the  name  of  "  ilAfr/rt  J\u'.haco^^'  and, 
under  the  Chilian  fisig,  probably  to  avoid  the  risk  of  her  capture 
by  rebel  cruisers,  continued  sailing  in  the  Pacific  until  1870. 
Her  purchasei*s,  Messrs.  Burton  &  Tmmbull,  of  Talcahuana, 
employed  her  in  the  coal  trade.  July  1,  18GG,  she  was 
fitted  out  for  Talcahuana,  on  a  whaling  voyage,  under  command 
of  David  Briggs,  of  Dailmouth,  Mass.  At  the  time  of  her  loss 
she  was  in  such  good  condition  that  she  bade  fair  to  outhist  her 
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century.  Tlio  flag  she  first  wore  is  said  to  be  in  existence  in 
New  Bedford.  Tne  **  Maria,"  then  owned  in  Chili,  was  con- 
demned at  Vancouver's  Island  in  1872.  Francis  Botch  died  in 
New  Bedford,  1822.  He  was  brother  of  Wm.  Rotch.  "  Wni. 
Rotch  was  born  in  1734,  and  was  the  gi'eatest  merchant  that 
ever  lived."     (Sanford.) 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  definite  information  as  to  any 
of  tlie  other  vessels  built  by  Ichabod  Thomas,  Sr.,  between 
1782  and  1788  ;  but  the  following  were  built  in  Pembroke,  and 
probably  at  the  Brick  Kiln  Yard : 

1782.  Sloop  "SALEM  PACKET,"  42  tons,  of  Ipswich. 
1783.  Sch.  •^DOLPHUS,"  32  tons,  of  Boston.  1783.  Sloop 
"DIANA,"  61  tons,  owned  by  Samuel  and  Amos  Jones,  and 
Ruth  Eales,  of  Scituate.  1784.  BrigTn  "  CADET,"  100  tons, 
of  lioston.  1784.  Sch.  "HOPE,"  65  tons,  of  Boston.  1786. 
Sloop  "MARY,"  22  tons.  1786.  Sch.  "JOHN,"  60  tons,  of 
Boston.  1786.  Sch.  "MARS,"  63  tons,  of  Wcllfleet.  1786. 
Sch.  "NAUTILUS,"  60  tons,  of  Boston.  1787.  Sch.  "PEG- 
GY,"  37  tons;  owner,  John  Soule,  Marshfield.  1787.  Sch. 
"AARON,"  43  tons,  owned  by  John  Soule  and  John  White,  of 
Marshfield.  1787.  Sloop  "  NANCY,"  41  tons.  This  sloop  was 
in  existence  in  1842,  then  fifty-five  years  oldj  and  was  owned 
by  John  Reed,  of  Boothbay,  Mc.  Mr.  ThoniJis  died  in  1788, 
comparatively  young,  and  was  buried  in  the  Thomas  burial-lot 
in  Pembroke,  opposite  Dr.  Fnincis  Collauiore's.  The  follow- 
ing is  copied  from  the  hcud.slouo  : 

**  Erected  in  memory  of 

Capt.    Ichabod    Thomas, 

Who  was  removed  by  death,  March  2,  1788, 

In  the  55th  year  of  his  age. 


*  Tlio  swcot  rotiiombrAtico  of  tlio  just, 
Shall  flouriBh  while  he  sleeps  in  uoath.' 


»» 


Another  stone  has  — 

"  Wm.  Thomas  died  in  1802,  age  27  years." 

Capt.  Ichabod  Thomas,  son  of  Capt.  Ichabod,  lived  in  the 
wuno  house  that  his  father  occupied,  and  worked  in  the  ship-yard 
until  ho  had  psisscd  three-score  years.  In  July,  1820,  his  wife 
Polly  ThoiiKis,  wrote  to  her  daughter  in  Maine,  Mrs.  Joshua 
Perry  :  "  Your  pa  is  at  work  at  the  Yard  every  day,  and  en- 
joys his  health."    The  record  of  his  decease  appears  on  a  stone 
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In  the  Pein1)roke  Ccmotory,  whoi*e  Iio  lies  buried  in  the  sainio 
lot  as  his  father : 

^^  Capt.  Ichabod  Thomas,  Died  Nov.  ii,  1859,  in  the  99th  year  of 
his  age." 


The  firet  vessel  of  which  there  is  i>ositive  proof  of  having 
l)een  built  by  Ichabod,  Jr.,  was  the  Sch.  •* DOLPHIN,- 49  tons, 
built  in  1799,  at  Pembroke.  She  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
Prince  Howes,  and  was  engaged  in  trading.  About  1812,  she 
brought  corn  from  Virginia  in  the  winter,  and  in  the  summer 
went  fishing.  During  the  war  with  England,  and  while  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Klisha  Howes,  she  was  captured  by  the 
British  fleet  off  Penobscot  River,  Me.  They  took  her  crew 
out,  and  towed  her  off  awhile ;  but,  being  in  balUst,  and  of  not 
much  value,  they  gave  her  up.  Capt.  Prince  Howes*  son  made 
one  voyage  in  her  to  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle. 

Between  1788  and  1805,  Calvin  Turner,  uncle  of  Ichabod 
Thomas,  Jr.,  built  next  to  him,  in  the  same  yard,  the  follow- 
ing, among  other  vessels:  1802.  Sch.  "TWO  FUIENDS,** 
89  tons,  of  Portland,  Calvin  Turner,  master  carpenter;  built 
at  Pembroke.  1803.  Sloop  "FAIR  PLAY,''  60  tons,  of  Dux- 
bury,  afterwards  of  Saulisbury,  Calvin  Turner,  Jr.,  master 
carpenter;  built  at  Pembroke.  1805.  Brig  "ALMIRA,"  178 
tons,  of  Boston,  Calvin  Turner,  master  carpenter;  Pembroke. 
1807.  Sch.  "FAME,"  83  tons,  of  Boston.  This  vessel  wjis 
built  by  Calvin  Turner,  at  Pembroke,  and  wjis  captured  and 
burnt  by  the  French,  in  1811.  The  following  vessels,  built  in 
Pembroke  between  1788  and  1805,wei'e  probably  built  by  them 
and  Alden  Briggs  :  1788.  Sch.  "  HANNAH/'  45  tons,  of  Ply- 
mouth.    1781).  BrigTn  "MARY  ANN,"  78  tons,  of  Boston. 

1790.  Sloop  "SALLY,"  owned  by  Setli   Hatch,   Pembroke. 

1791.  Brig  "POLLY,"  131  tons,  of  Boston.  1792.  Sch. 
"UNION,"  42  tons,  of  Boston.  1793.  Sloop  "LYDIA,"  100 
tons,  of  BooUibay,  Me.  1794.  Sloop  "1H)LIMII>J,"  78  tons, 
of  Boston  ;  built  at  Pembroke  ;  owned  by  Robert  Barker  and 
Alden  Briggs  of  Pembroke,  Lemuel  Church  and  Stephen  Stock- 
bridge  of  Seituate,  and  others.  1795.  Ship  "SARAH,"  310 
tons,  of  New  Bedford,  afterwards  of  Boston.  1796.  Brig, 
afterwards  Ship,  "ALEXANDER,"  133  tons,  of  Boston.  1797. 
Sch.  "OLIVE,  70  tons,  of  Duxbury.  1«00.  Sch.  "WASH- 
INGTON,"  107  tons,  of  Boston.     1800.  Brig't'n  "  TRITON,'* 
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170  tons,  of  Boston.  1803.  Sch.  '•LAUREL,"  09  tons,  of 
Duxbury.  1804.  Ship  "  ARCTURUS,**  300  tons,  of  Duxbury. 
1805.  Svh.  "HANNAH,"  50  tons,  of  Plymouth.  Calvin  Tur- 
nor  was  brother  of  Joshua  and  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin.     Calvin 

had  a  sou, 

a  ship- 
builder, 
who  went 
to    Med- 

ford  ;  aim)  a  son  David,  n  Hhip-buihlor,  who  lived  on  the  Brings 
farm,  on  the  Neck,  in  Pembroke,  and  who  afterwards  moved  to 
Duxbury,  where  he  died,  leaving  a  family.  Previous  to  1805, 
Calvin  Turner  formed  a  partnership  with  his  nephew,  Ichabod 
Thomas,  and  built  one  vessel  at  the  Brick  Kiln  during  the  lat- 
ter year.  1805.  Brig  ''ONLY  SON,"  170  tons,  Ebenezer 
Niokerson,  of  Provincetown ;  owner,  Calvin  Tumer ;  Ichabod 
Tliomas,  master  oiipenters;  built  at  Pembroke.  They  gave  up 
building  here  about  this  time,  and  built  in  Hanover  together, 
and  also  with  Wm.  Cushing.*  The  history  of  the  successors 
of  the  Thomases,  at  the  Brick  Kiln  Yard  is  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapter. 


*  See  Chapter  MifoelUneoiu  Tarda,  nnder  Hanorer. 
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BRICK-KILN  YARD,    (Continued).     1 796-1848. 


WILLIAM  LEWIS,  ALDEN  BRIGG8,  ELISHA  BRIGGS,  JONATHAN 
SAMSON,  SAMUEL  ROGERS,  I8AA0  HATCH,  LUTHER  BRIGGS, 
AARON  S.  MAGOUN,  JR.,- ENOCH  MAQOUN,  JOSHUA  MAGOUN, 
JEDUTHAN  PALMER,  BARKER  TURNER,  CALEB  TURNER,  GUSH- 
ING O.  BRIGGS,  SILVANUS   SMITH,  MELZAR  S.  TURNER. 

"VIJM.  LEWIS,  Alden  and  Elisha  Briggs,  Jonathan  Sampson, 
^  '  Sam'l  Rogers  and  Isaac  Hatch  built  in  Pembroke  about  1796 
and  later.  There  were  two  yards  at  the  Brick-kilns,  and  three 
or  four  vessels  side  by  side  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  time  was 
not  an  unusual  sight.  Little  can  be  found  relative  to  Wm. 
Lewis.  He  probably  came  from  the  Marshfield  family,  as  his 
name  does  not  appear  on  tlio  church  or  town  records  in  Pem- 
broke. There  is  little  doubt  that  he  was  the  Wm.  Lewis  of 
Marshfield  belonging  to  the  following  family  : 

William  Lewis,  mar.  Christiana  White,  had  children:  1. 
Christiana,  b.  April  11,  1774;  2.  William,  b.  Feb.  29,  1777, 
mar.   Wei  thy   Sampson;    3.    Catharine,   b.    March    9,    1779, 

d.  Sept.  30,  1850;  4.  Sarah,  b.  June  11,  1781,  mar. 

Kandall ;  f>.  Daniel,  b.  May  5,  1784;  6.  James  Hawkcs,  b. 
May  1,  178G;  7.  Sanmol,  b.  May  4,  1788;  8.  Jcsso,  b.  Aug. 
14,  1790;  9.  Elizabeth,  b.  June  24,  1795,  d.  May,  1874. 
Daniel  Lewis,  mar.  Mercy  Winslow,  Jan.  21, 17G8,  no  family  ; 
he  died  Feb.  20,  1829,  aged  87  years ;  his  wife  d.  Dec.  15, 
1822,  in  her  82nd  year.  Taken  from  a  family  Bible  supposed 
to  have  once  been  the  property  of  Joseph  Lewis,  of  Ilingham, 
a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1705,  and  probably  disposed  of 
by  his  descendants,  to  Nath.  Winslow  of  Marshfield. 
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Joseph  and  Sarah  Lewis'  children  were:  1.  Sarah,  b.  Dec, 
15,  1703  ;  2.  Joseph,  b.  Oct.  1, 1705,  died  young;  3.  Thomas, 
b.  Sept.  20,  1707;  4.  Paul,  b.  March  25,  1710;  5.  James,  b. 
Sept.  »,  1712;  G.  Jonathan,  b.  Dec.  3,  1714;  7.  Maiy,  b. 
Sept.  6,  1717  ;  Sarah  Lewis,  the  mother  of  these  seven  chil- 
dren, '*was  taken  out  of  this  world,"  Jan.  5,  1718.  Joseph's 
children  by  a  second  marriage  were:  1.  Elizabeth,  b.  July  1, 
1710;  2.  George,  b.  July  23,  1721;  3.  Hannah,  b.  July  24, 
1723,  d.  Aug.  17,  1723 ;  4.  Samuel,  b.  June  21,  1724,  d.  Oct. 
28,  172r»;  5.  Jrliiol,  b.  A|Hil  15),  1727,  d.  July;  G.  Ebonczer, 
b.  July  28,  1728 ;  7.  Leab,  b.  Oct.,  1730 ;  8.  Hannah,  b.  Dec, 
1734;  9.  another  name  illegible,  May  11,  1736,  probably 
Joseph.  There  is  one  report  that  Wm.  Lewis  went  to 
Plymouth,  and  built  one  vcshcI,  and  finally  moved  to  Matta- 
poisett.  Whether  the  following  item  from  an  old  account 
book  belongs  to  the  s»me  family,  wo  do  not  know  : 

**June  3rd,  1816. 

Capt.  Saml.  Tolman  to  Rogers  Lewis  Dr.,  to  10  tides  labor  on 
board  of  your  ship  at  4-6— $7.50.      Rec'd  payment, 

Rogers  Lewis." 

Certain  it  is  that  Wm.  Tjewis  did  build  in  Pembroke,  (prolv 
ably  at  the  Brick-kilns,)  the  following  vessels,  tlio  first  of  which 
is  described  in  a  copy  of  his  ceilific^ite,  as  follows  : 

North  River.     Pembroke,  Jan'y  30,  1796. 

This  certifies  that  the  Ship  called  the  **  HELEN"  of  Boston  was 
built  by  me  upon  the  North  River  in  Pembroke  and  launched  in 
Decemoer  last  part  for  James  S.  Lovell,  Merchant  of  Boston.  That 
she  is  square  sterned  has  two  Decks  &  three  masts  that  Her  Length 
is  seventy-five  feet  her  Breadth  twentv-six  &  half  feet  her  Depth 
seventeen  &  linlf  feet  measuring  Two  hundred  &  seventy-seven  Tons 
and  having  a  figure  head. 


^Mi/x>)ru  j^ 


eju/uS 


Tlie  second  and  only  other  vessel  found,  built  by  him,  was  in 
1803,  sch.  ''MAY  FLOWER,"  of  Plymouth,  afterwards  of 
Boston. 


« 
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Elisba,  Alden,  and  Luther  Briggs  built  here  about  this  time. 
Enos,  Daniel,  Thomas,  and  Seth  Briggs,  the  prominent  builders 
of  Salem  and  Milton,  served  their  apprenticeship  here  with 
their  fathers  and  brothei*s,  and  often  had  to  Ciill  on  them  to 
assist  in  special  work  on  some  of  the  noted  vessels  which  they 
built  after  they  left  the  little  Brick-kiln  yard.  To  better  under- 
stand who  this  family  was  the  following  genealogy  is  given. 

8eih  BriggSy  shipwright,  was  b.  Aug.  28.,  1721,  at  Scituate, 
and  d.  at  Pembroke,  July  23,  1801.  He  was  Uie  fifth  child  of 
James  Briggs,  who  was  b.  March  2,  1683-4,  and  who  mar.  1st, 
Elizabeth  Garrett,  May  7,  1713,  and  2nd,  Hannah  Stowell, 
Oct.  4,  1716.  James  Briggs  was  the  third  son  of  Ensign 
Cornelius  Briggs,  who  was  the  third  son  of  Walter  Briggs,  who 
appears  in  Scituate  in  1643.  The  date  of  the  birth  of  Cornelius 
has  not  been  found,  but  it  is  stated  that  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
Oct.  20th,  1694,  he  was  67  yeara  of  age.  He  mar.,  1.  Maiy 
Doughty,  dau.  of  James  Doughty  and  witlow  of  S:unucl  Russell, 
March  20,  1677,  by  whom  only,  he  had  children.  Ho  mar. 
2nd,  Mehitable  Annable  of  Barnstable,  May  6,  1683.*  Seth 
Briggs,  mar.  in  1745  Abigail  Church,  who  was  b.  in  Scituate, 
Feb.  11,  1726,  and  d.  Nov.  3,  1795.  They  had  children  as 
follows:  \.  Ems.h.  July  29,  1746,  d.  at  Salem,  Oct.  10, 
1819  ;t  2.  Seth,  b.  Nov.  8,  1748  ;  3.  EUsha,  b.  Dec.  21,  1750, 
d.  Sept.  10,  1836 ;  4.  Daniel,  b.  April  14,  1754 ;  5.  Nahby,  b. 
July  1,  1756;  6.  Thcyinaa,  b.  Aug.  22,  1758,  and  d.  in  1809 ; 
7.  Mary,  b.  May  25,  1760,  and  d.  Sept.  3,  1834 ;  8.  Aldeii,  b. 
March  17,  1763 ;  9.  Judith,  b.  May  7,  1765 ;  10.  Khoda,  bap. 
Feb.,  1772. 

Enos,  the  first  child  of  Seth,  mar.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Edward 
and  llachel  (Cushing)  Thomas,  who  was  b.  in  Pembroke,  Feb. 
6,  1755,  and  d.  in  Salem,  Dec.  9,  1833.  Their  children  were : 
Sally,  b.  Oct.  25,  1778 ;  died  April  9,  1856.  Enos,  b.  March 
25,  1781 ;  d.  Oct.  9,  1837.  Samuel,  b.  Dec.  10,  1783  ;  d.  Nov. 
10,  1859.  Judith,  b.  Aug.  2(>,  1786 ;  d.  Sept.  3, 183(;.  Polly, 
b.  March  1,  1789 ;  d.  March  24,  1834.     Betsey,  b.  March  19, 


•  See  Chapter  on  Briggs'  Ship  Yard. 

t  The  Salem  Gazette  of  Oct.  12, 1819,  thns  notices  bis  decease :  **  In  this  town  Mr. 
Enos  Bnggs,  aged  73,  one  of  oar  most  valuable  and  worthy  citizens.  He  came  to  this 
town  from  Pembroke  in  the  year  1791,  and  has  been  eminent  as  a  master  shipbuilder, 
rrom  whose  yard  a  great  numlier  of  our  best  ships  have  been  launched.  He  was  also 
the  master  builder  of  the  frigate  '  Bssex/  the  work  of  which  did  him  gi-eat  credit  in  the 
eyes  of  Uie  nation.  In  his  death  his  family  soffer  a  severe  lose."  (Hist.  Coll.  of  Essex 
Inst.    Vol  C,  pp.  171-174.) 
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1792;  d.  Jan.  7,  1814.  Rachel,  b.  Fob.  28,  1796;  d.  Sept. 
— ,  1836.  Sally,  iii'st  child  of  Enos,  mar.  1st,  David  Smito ; 
2nd,  John  Bott.     Enos,  son  of  Enos,  mar.  Lucy  A.  Morse,  and 

had  children :    Lucy,  mar. Sargent ;  Susan,  mar. 

Merriam;  Enos,  Charles,  Edward,  Nathaniel,  and  one  other, 
name  unknown.  Samuel,  third  child  of  Enos,  mar.  1st,  Susau 
Whittemore,  Oct.  16,  1808 ;  she  d.  Oct.,  1810,  aged  26  years. 
By  her  he  had  one  child,  Edward  Thomas,  b.  Aug.  25,  1809 ; 
<l.  Nov.  25,  1815.  lie  mar.  2nd,  Mary  S.  Bowles,  July  5, 
1818  ;  she  d.  Nov.  16, 1853.  By  her  he  had  children  :  Susan, 
b.  May  20,  1820 ;  d.  March  20,  1822.  Edward  T.,  b.  July  31, 
1824;  d.  May  20,  1882;  mar.,  but  left  no  children.  Susan, 
b.  April  22,  1830;  mar.  Ist,  Wm.  H.  Clarke;  2nd,  George 
P.  Farrington ;  she  is  now  a  widow.  Maiy  Eunice,  b.  Jan.  22, 
1832;  d.  July  21,  1832.  Judith,  fouiili  child  of  Enos,  mar. 
George  Dcano.  Polly  (or  Mary),  liilh  child  of  Enos,  mar. 
Nathan  Cook.  Bet^^ey,  sixth  child  of  Enos,  d.  unmarried, 
llachel,  seventh  child  of  Enos,  mar.  John  Burleigh  (or 
Burlcy) . 

Seth^  second  child  of  Seth,  mar.  Deborah  Barker,  and  had 

children :     Seth,  (who  mar. ,  and  had  children.     Sarah, 

who  mar. Shook.     Catharine,  who  mar. Woods ; 

and  George  C,  who  mar.  Anno  Loring,  and  had  children,  viz. : 
Annie  Loring,  who  mar.  George  C.  Briggs ;  and  Catharine, 
who  mar.  Henry  P.  Briggs).  Deborah,  who  mar.  Theoph. 
Cushing. 

MisJuiy  third  child  of  Seth,  mar.,  Nov.  20,  1777,  Laurentia, 
dau.  of  Dr.  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  Bailey  Hall,  who  was  b. 
May  15,  1755,  and  d.  June,  1837,  they  had  children:  Rhoda, 
b.  March  4,  1779,  mar.  Calvin  Turner.  Elisha,  b.  1781 ; 
d.  aJMiut  1850  ;  mar.  twice.  One  wife's  name  was  Sally  Webb, 
and  the  other  Margaret  Doyle  ;  no  children.  Luther,  h.  Oct. 
20,  1783,  at  Pembroke;  d.  April  2,  1864.  Lucinda,  b.  Dec. 
15,  1789 ;  mar.  Alden  Loring.  Laurentia,  b.  Sept.  20,  1792  ; 
mar.  Horace  Collamore.  Robert,  b.  July  30,  1795,  and  d.  in 
1859.  Lucretia,  b.  Dec.  13,  1798,  mar.  Dion  Bryant. 
Luther,  son  of  Elisha,  mar.  1st,  March  27,  1812,  Susan  Stet- 
son, who  was  b.  Nov.  29,  1784,  and  d.  Oct.  19,  1832; 
2ndly,  Mercy,  widow  of  Aaron  Miigoun.  His  children  were  : 
Susan  Stetson,  b.  July  2G,  1813  ;  mar.  Nathaniel  Smith.  Sil- 
vina,  b.  July  6,  1816 ;  mar.  B.  F.  Chandler.  Luther,  who  d. 
in  infancy.     Luther  (another  of  that  name) ,  b.  July  24, 1822 ; 
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mar.  Adeline  Collomorc ;  no  children.  Alexander  Panis,  who 
d.  in  infancy.  Au^sta,  b.  Aug.  7,  1827  ;  mar.  Royal  Cbeny. 
Robert,  the  son  of  Elisha,  mar.  Caroline  Moilon,  March  11, 
1821.  She  is  a  descendant  of  George  Morton  of  Plymouth, 
was  b.  May  30,  1796,  and  is  still  living.  They  had  children, 
viz.:  Itol>oi-t,  b.  May  18,  1822;  nmr.,  Ist,  Julia  Kidder; 
2ndly,  Louise  Wagner;  no  children.  He  resided  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  is  now  deceased.  Silas  Morton,  d.  young.  6eoi*ge 
Henry,  who  mar.  Elsie  Hollenbeck ;  has  two  daughter  and  one 
son,  and  resides  at  Mountain  View,  Cal.  Charles  Edward,  who 
mar.,  in  1869,  Rebekah  Whittaker,  and  has  one  daughter  and 
three  sons,  and  resides  in  St.  T^uis,  Mo.  Caroline,  unmarried. 
Elizabeth,  mar.  Enistus  Worthington  of  Dedham.  Emma, 
mar.  Henry  Allen  of  West  Roxbury. 

Daniel^  fourth  child  of  Seth,  mar.  and  lived  in  Milton. 
Nobby  J  fifth  child  of  Seth,  mar.  William  Briggs,  Nov.  29, 
1787.  Tliomas^  sixth  child  of  Seth,  mar.  Sukey  IJlake;  lived 
in  Milton,  and  has  no  descendant's.  Mary^  seventh  child  of 
Seth,  mar.,  Oct.  8,  1788,  Thomas  Sproat  of  Middleborough. 
Alderif  eighth  child  of  Seth,  mar.  Mercy  Hatch,  and  h:ul  chil- 
dren, viz. :  Sophia,  who  d.  unmarried.  Alden,  mar.  Eliza- 
beth Robinson.  Harriet,  b.  Oct.  3,  1801 ;  mar.  J.  H.  Whit- 
man. Thomas,  mar.  Eliza  Sturtevant,  and  had  children,  viz. : 
Alice,  mar.  Charles  Cushing.     Alden,   mar.   Elva  8auii)son. 

Judith^  ninth  child  of  Seth,  mar.   1st, Drew ;  2ndly, 

Bill  Vose.     Rhoda^  tenth  child  of  Seth,  did  not  marry. 

formerly  resided  where  Na- 
thaniel Smith  now  resides,  in 
Pembroke.  About  half  way 
Schooset  Creek  to  the 
•csidence  of  Nathaniel  Smith, 
lie  foundation  of  Avhat  is 
/  supposed  to  have  been  an  Indian  wigwam ;  and  the  traditions 
of  Pembroke  say  that  it  was  a  kind  of  factory  for  the  niakin<| 
of  arrow  and  spear  heads.  At  the  depth  of  two  feet  it  is  paved 
with  stone  covered  with  charcoal  dust  mixed  with  the  soil,  sug- 
gesting the  idea  that  it  had  been  used  for  a  fire-place  for  a  long 
period.  The  great  number  of  arrow  heads  found  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity,  also  show  that  it  must  have  been  a  fixed  habita- 
tion for  the  red  man  in  the  days  long  gone  by.  It  is  situated 
on  the  western  slope  of  the  range  of  hills  that  forms  the  bound- 
ary of  the  Schooset  valley,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Smith.    Elisha 


^ 


/j\^  rcsid( 

^y^  ia  th 
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always  Imd  a  large  number  of  apprentices,  and  usually  took  two 
or  three  into  his  hospitable  home.  In  1800,  bo  built  the  sch. 
•^  WASHINGTON,"  100  tons ;  sold  to  Alden  Briggs.  He  built 
two  vessels  at  the  I3rick  Kiln,  in  Pembroke,  in  1801.  Brig*tn 
*' CUMBERLAND,"  183  tons,  of  Providence.  1801.  Ship 
"  ANNAWAN,"  299  tons,  of  Boston ;  two  decks  and  three 
masts ;  owned  by  Alden  Bnggs  and  others,  Pembroke.  Elisha 
Briggs  built  the  next  year,  1802,  sch.  "ELIZA,"  41  tons; 
owned  by  David  Church,  George  Turner,  Benjamin  Whitman, 
Mercy  RiuuIhII  Alden,  and  Clias.  Briggs.  In  1S():{,  he  built  the 
ship ''MOSES  MYERS,"  two  decks  and  three  masts,  306  tons, 
of  Boston.  In  1804,  the  sch.  ''LIVELY,"  122  tons;  Elisha 
and  Alden  Briggs,  owners.  Also  in  1804,  sch.  "FIVE  BRO- 
THERS," 93  tons,  of  Duxburv.  Elisha  Briggs  also  built  the 
following  vessels  at  the  Brick  Kiln  :  1805.  Ship  "CANOWA," 
263  tons,  of  Boston ;  owned  by  Thos.  Briggs  of  Roxbury,  and 
Alden  Briggs  of  Pembroke,  and  othera.  1806.  Bri^  "  NANCY," 
177  tons ;  built  for  Alden  Briggs ;  afterward  sold  at  Roches- 
ter. 1807.  Ship  "SUWARROW,"  303  tons,  of  Plymouth; 
owned  by  Alden  Briggs,  Pembroke,  and  othei-s.  1810.  Ship 
*' MISER,"  304  tons,  of  Boston.  1811.  Ship  "ACASTUS," 
343  lons^  with  two  decks,  three  masts;  length,  100  feet; 
bi*eadth,  28  feet;  depth,  14  feet;  of  Boston  ;  owned  by  Alden 
Briggs  of  Pembroke,  Paul  Nash  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  others. 
Also  in  1811,  sloop  "SOPHIA,"  35  tons.  He  and  David 
Church,  Daniel  Phillips,  «Josepli  Rogci-s  of  Marshtield,  and 
Alden  Briggs,  owners.  Alden  Briggs  was  in  partnership  with 
Elisha  in  building  Home  of  the  above  vessels.  Elisha  after- 
wards built  in  Newburyport.*  On  a  head-stone  in  the  Pem- 
broke Cemetery  is  the  following  : 

«*  Elisha  Briggs,  son  of  Seth,  died  1836,  age  S6." 

We  will  now  leave  the  Briggs  family  for  the  i)reRent,  and 
speak  of  the  other  ship-carpenters  who  built  at  tliis  yard  at  the 
very  beginning  of  the  present  century. 

built   alter- 
f  nately     in 
Hanover  and 
Pembroke,  between  the  yeara  1800  and  1820.     Of  the  vessels 


•  See  John  Carrier's  "  History  of  Ship-building  on  the  Merrimac,"  at  State  Hoofe. 
t  For  farther  acooant  of  Jonathan  Samson  see  the  Bridge  Yard  at  Hanoyer. 
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he  built  in  Pembroke,  accounts  of  the  following  have  been 
found:  1801.  Ship  "PEMBROKE,"  193  tons,  of  Boston; 
owned  by  Nathl.  Gushing  of  Pembroke,  Robert  Salmond  of 
Hanover,  and  others ;  built  at  Pembroke ;  Jonathan  Sampson, 
builder.  Capt.  £•  A.  Faucon,  of  Milton,  remembei*s  seeing 
the  •'Pembroke"  lying  at  Lloyd's  or  Wales' Wharf,  on  Sea, 
now  Federal  street,  lk)8ton,  many  ycai*s  ago.  1803.  Sch. 
••WASHINGTON,*'  70  tons,  of  Boston,  was  built  at  Pembroke 
by  Jonathan  Sampson,  master  carpenter.  1810.  Ship  ••MAR- 
THA," 273  tons,  of  Boston;  owned  by  Nathl.  Gushing,  of 
Pembroke,  and  othei's ;  built  at  Pembroke  by  Jonathan  Samp- 
son, master  carpenter ;  afterward  sold  to  Nantucket,  and  used 
as  a  whaler.  During  her  first  voyage  in  the  Pacific,  whaling, 
under  Capt.  Reuben  Weeks,  1815-17,  she  was  detained  twenty 
days  at  Valparaiso,  and  part  of  her  crew  placed  on  a  patriot 
armed  vessel  for  a  short  cruise.  In  1821,  the  **  Martha,"  then 
under  Capt.  J.  H.  Pease,  rescued  the  crew  of  the  ship  "Two 
Brothers,"  Capt.  Pollard,  of  Nantucket,  which  was  lost  in  the 
Pacific  on  a  conil  reef  in  Lat.  24**  N.,  Long.  168*  W.  AlH)ut 
1841,  Capt.  Baxter  left  the  -  Martha  "  at  Zanzibar,  and  R.  C. 
Gibbs  took  command.  In  1840,  she  wjis  owned  by  Peter  Fol- 
ger,  of  Nantucket,  and  still  used  whaling  in  the  Pacific.  She 
was  broken  up  by  the  Chinese  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  in  1851. 
Jonathan  Samson  built  in  Hanover,  in  1803,  the  sch.  "WIL- 
LIAM," 71  tons. 

In  1801,  Samuel  Rogers^  of  Marshfield,*  was  master  caipen- 
ter  of  a  vessel  built  here,  as  follows  :  1801.  Ship  "  JEFFER- 
SON,"  207  tons,  of  Boston.  This  vessel  was  afterwards  a  New 
Bedford  whaler. 

In  1804  Aaron  S.  Magoun^  Jr.^  built  a  large  ship  at  this 
yard.  An  old  ship's  carpenter  wKose  memory  at  nearly  ninety 
years  of  age  seems  very  clear,  gives  the  following  information 
about  the  Magouns.  lie  says  that  Aaron  S.  Magonn  lived  in  a 
house  now  occupied  by  John  Stetson,  at  the  end  of  a  lane 
opposite  the  Quaker  Meeting  House,  IVinbroke.  lie  had, 
among  other  children,  three  sons,  Aaron,  Kobeil,  and  Daniel, 
one  of  whom  was  Lorenzo  Sherman's  wife's  father.  One  of  the 
daughters  marrieoJonathan  Stetson.  Aaron  S.  Magoun,  Jr., 
lived  in  a  house  down  the  lane,  opposite  Nath'l  Smith's,  Pem- 
broke, and  with  Robert  built  a  vessel  just  after  the  war  of  1812,. 


•  See  Rogers'  Yards,  Marshfield,  and  Wanton's,  Scitnate. 
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on  the  Pembroke  side,  opposite  Seabury's  Point,  which  ruined 
!Ro1)ert  financially,  he  being  the  principal  owner.  Robert 
Magoun  man-ied  a  Bates.  Aaron  S.  Magoun,  Jr.,  left  sons: 
Eolwrt,  Daniel  and  others.  In  1804,  the  sliip  "  XENOPIION," 
299  tons,  was  built  in  Pembroke,  by  Aaron  S.  Magoun,  Jr., 
and  owned  in  Plymouth.  Joshua  Magoun  of  Duxbury  was  a 
ship-builder  and  probably  built  in  Duxbury.  He  had  two  sons, 
Enoch  and  Joshua,  who  built  in  Pembroke  at  the  Brick-Kilns, 
Enoch  in  company  with  Turner  &  Palmer,  and  Joshua  in  com- 
pany with  Isaac  Ilatch,  and  alone.  There  Avas  built  here  in 
18()'4,tlio8ch.  "NEUTRALITY,"  123tons,ofDuxbury.  Oipt.  " 
Phhieas  Spnigue,  of  Duxbury.  Joshua  Magoun  and  Isaac  Ilatch 
were  the  master  caipenters.  In  1808  was  built  the  ship  "  MIN- 
ERVA," 223  tons,  at  Pembroke,  owned  by  Ezra  Weston,  Jr., 
Duxbury,  Calvin  Sampson,  Joshua  Magoun  and  others,  Pem- 
broke. Those  are  the  only  vessels  it  has  been  possible  \jo  hn^ato 
as  having  lK3en  built  by  Joshua  Magoun  in  Pembroke,  though 
ho  later  wont  to  Chnrlostown  and  there  built  with  Fmncis 
Turner,  son  of  Charles,  fonnerly  of  Scituate,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Magoun  &  Turner.  He  died  leaving  a  family  in 
Charlestown.  Two  of  his  childi'en  were  named  Winchell  and 
Phillip.  When  in  Pembroke  he  lived  at  "Brimstone  Comer;" 
his  father's  name  was  Joshua. 

We  will  now  take  up  theBriggs  family  again.  Aldcn  Briggs, 
as  before  stated,  built  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Elisha 
many  of  the  vessels  before  mentioned.  After  Elisha  removed 
to  Newburypoil,  Aldcn  continued  building  at  the  Brick-Kilus 
for  himself  and  in  company  with  others.  He  lived  a  little  way 
up  Brick-Kiln  Lane,  not  far  from  the  ship  yard  in  the  house 
recently  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Foster,  but  now  occupied 
by  H.  N.  Magoun,  a  descendant  of  the  Thatchers  Magoun. 
Aldcn  Briggs  also  engjigcd  in  farming  and  making  bricks, 
obtaining  the  clay  from  large  pits  back  of  his  house.  Just 
beyond,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  lives  his  grandson,  Alden 
Briggs,  3rd,  in  the  house  formerly  occupied  by  Alden  Briggs, 
Jr, 

Sen.,  was  a  very  interest- 
ing old  man.  lie  had  a 
peculiarity  of  adding  from 
year  to  year,  by  compound 
interest,  to  (he  original  cost  of  his  possessions,  so  that  each  year 
he  valued  his  properties  higher  and  higher  mstead  of  depreciating 
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them,  as  most  people  would  do.  For  instance  be  valued  his  watch 
at  one  time  at  over  $2000,  and  his  anvil  at  about  $1500.  In  the 
same  way  his  losses  would  gi-ow  larger  and  larger  each  year,  as 
he  would  reckon  up  the  coniix)und  interest  on  the  sum  or  con- 
tract that  he  originally  lost.  lie  was  leader  of  the  new  choir  of 
the  church  in  Pembroke.  Previous  to  tbis  time,  the  Deacon 
always  read  two  lines,  which  the  congregation  sjmg,  then  the 
Deacon  would  read  two  more.  The  minister  wished  a  new 
choir  that  would  sing  the  whole  verse  or  psalm,  which  the  old 
choir  objected  to.  The  minister  got  the  old  choir  in  one  part 
of  the  church  by  themselves,  and  the  new  choir  together  in 
another  part ;  he  then  let  the  Deacon  read  the  iii*st  two  lines, 
and  the  old  and  new  choirs  started.  The  old  choir  stopped  at 
the  end  of  the  two  lines  and  the  new  choir  kept  on,  but  not  to 
be  outdone  the  Deacon  got  up  and  commenced  reading  two 
more  lines,  amid  the  singing ;  the  Minister  reached  over  the 
pulpit  and  spoke  to  his  son,  tibe  Deacon,  saying,  **  Sit  down  Cy, 
sit  down,'*  and  the  new  choir  prevailed.  Alden  Briggs  was  in 
the  North  Company,  2nd  Reg.,  1st  Brig.,  5th  Div.,  Pembroke 
Militia,  1815.  In  the  year  1800  he  built  the  brig  ** PALLAS,'' 
150  tons,  for  Stephen  Gorham  of  Boston.  In  1805,  he  built  a 
ship  of  250  tons.  His  yard  was  just  below  that  of  his  brother, 
Luther  Briggs.  The  sch.  ''RIVAL,"  was  built  by  Alden  Briggs, 
and  probably  the  brig ''ELVIRA,"  of  New  Bedford,  which 
was  condemned  at  St.  Thomas,  in  1859.  In  1818  he  built  the 
brig  "FLORIDA,"  244  tons,  owned  by  Thos.  B.  Wales,  Bos- 
ton, and  in  1820  the  brig  "  PEMBROKE,"  199  tons,  owned  by 
her  builder,  Alden  Briggs,  at  Pembroke.  lie  sold  lior  to  Thos. 
B.  Wales  &  Co.  about  two  ycai's  after  he  built  her,  and  the  fol- 
lowing are  some  of  the  voyages  she  made  :  brig  "  Pembroke,"  in 
1824,  from  Sicily  to  Buenos  Ayres  with  oil  and  wines;  from 
Palermo  in  1826  with  merchandise  ;  in  1827  from  Rochelle  with 
brandy,  ochre  and  wine ;  in  1833,  to  Rotterdam  with  a  mixed 
cargo.  She  was  lost  at  sea  in  1851.  In  1825  the  brig 
"  MONUMKNT,"  211  tons,  was  built  by  Alden  Briggs  at  Pem- 
broke for  himself.  This  brig  was  also  sold  to  Thos  H.  Wahw 
&  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  following  are  some  of  the  voyages  made 
by  her:  ship  "Monument,"  211  tons,  89  ft.  long,  in  1827  sailed 
to  Amsterdam;  in  1831,  from  Charleston  to  Cowe's,  etc.,  and 
from  New  York  to  Marseilles.  In  1832  the  brig  "  ALEX- 
ANDRIA," 206  tons,  of  Boston,  was  built  at  Pembroke,  prol)- 
ably  by  Alden  Briggs.  The  last  of  his  vessels  of  which  any 
account  appears,  was  built  the  same  year,  1832,  the  brig  "  OLD 
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COLONY,"  244  tons,  Joshua  Smith,  master,  and  owned  by 
Aldcn  Briggs,  at  Pembroke.  She  was  afterwai*d  sold  to  Thos, 
B.  Wales  &  Co.  and  made  voyages  in  1834,  from  Alexandria  to 
Amsterdam  with  tobacco,  fustic,  etc. ;  and  from  New  Castle 
with  coal ;  in  1835,  Charleston  to  Hamburg,  with  rice ;  in  1836, 
from  New  Orleans  with  cotton  and  from  Charleston  to  Ham- 
burg ;  in  1837,  New  Orleans  to  Liverpool ;  in  1840,  Havana  to 
Cowe's  for  ordei's,  etc.  Chas.  Howard,  of  Pembroke,  who  was 
bom  Feb.  23,  1810,  is  now  living,  in  quite  feeble  licaltb,  but 
I'cmembei's  working  in  the  old  sliip-yards  and  on  the  brigs 
**  Pembroke  *'  and  '*  Old  Colony.**  Alden  Briggs  was  getting  on 
in  years  and  probably  gave  up  active  business  life  about  this 
time,  although  he  was  later  a  large  owner  in  a  great  number  of 
vessels  built  on  the  river,  as  the  registers  of  vessels  built  in  the 
different  yards  show.  The  following  is  taken  from  the  grave- 
stones in  a  Pembroke  cemetery,  op[)osite  Dr.  F.  Collamore*s : 

•*AUlen  Brigp^s,  son  of  Scth,  died  May,  1849,  ^&^  ^^•" 
••  Wm.  T.  Briggs,  died  July  4,  1873,  age  40  years,  9  mos." 
••Alden  Briggs,  born  Feb.  20,   1797,  died  April  30,   1861,  aged 
64yr8." 

The  latter  Alden  was  son  of  Alden ;  William  Thatcher  Brings  ^ 
was  son  of  Alden  and  Elizabeth  C.  (Robinson).  Although  it 
may  ai)pcar  by  record  that  Alden  Briggs  did  not  build  a  very 
large  numl)er  of  vessels  here,  it  is  easily  explained  when  one 
sees  the  amount  of  work  he  was  doing  elsewhere.  He  was 
especially  in  demand  at  Milton  and  Salem  by  his  brothers,  Enos 
and  Daniel.  When  the  Essex  was  built  in  Salem  they  had  no 
good  iron  workers  nearer  than  the  North  River,  so  they  sent 
for  Aldeo  Briggs  who  was  an  expert,  (being  considered  one  of  / 
the  best  iron  workers  of  his  day,)  to  go  down  and  do  the 
iron  work.  Enos  Briggs  built  the  frigate  "ESSEX,"  in  1798-99. 
From  an  old  paper  the  following  is  taken  : 

"The  Salem  Frigate.  Take  Notice.  Ye  Sons  of  Freedom!  all  true 
lovers  of  Uie  Liberty  of  your  Country  step  forth,  and  ^ive  your  assistance 
in  building  the  Frigate,  to  oppose  French  insolence  ana  piracy.  Let  every 
man  in  possession  of  a  White  Oak  Tree,  be  ambitious  to  be  foremost  in 
hurrying  down  the  timber  to  Salem,  and  fill  the  complement  wanting, 
"where  the  noble  structure  is  to  be  fabricated,  to  maintain  your  rights  upon 
the  Seas,  and  make  the  name  of  America  respected  among  the  nations  of 
the  world.  Your  lare^cst  and  longest  trees  are  wanted,  and  the  arms  of 
them  for  Kncrs  nnd  Rising  Timber.  Four  trees  arc  wanted  for  the  Keel, 
which  all  ton^clhcr  will  measure  146  foet  in  length,  and  hew  16  inches 
s<|niire.  lMr:u^o  to  call  on  the  Subscriber,  who  wants  to  make  contracts  for 
largo  or  sinivll  (|uaiititics,  as  may  suit  best,  and  will  pay  the  UeuEuiy  Cash. 


Salem,  Nov.  23,  1788. 


^.CH  €>J.jP<p^^hQ^ 
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The  frigate  **  Essex  "was  of  32  ^ns.  Messrs.  Derby  and 
Ghray  subscribed  $10,000  each.  In  six  months,  or  a  little  over, 
they  had  her  completed  for  hmnching.  There  was  a  great  con- 
course of  spectators,  and  the  hcai-tfolt  satisfaction  of  the  bc- 
holdei'S  of  the  launching  of  this  beautifiil  ship  was  evinced  by 
the  concording  shouts  and  1uizz:ih8  of  thousands.  Tlio  p:i|>cr 
goes  on  to  say,  that  ^  the  unremitting  zcsil  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the 
architect,  cannot  be  too  highly  applauded,  and  for  bringing  her 
into  such  a  state  of  perfection,  in  so  short  a  time,  entitles  liim 
to  the  grateful  thanks  of  his  country.''  While  Elisha  Brig^  / 
was  at  work  on  the  ^  Essex,"  Gen.  George  Washington,  then  m 
Salem,  visited  the  yard.  Gen.  Washington  took  a  trco-nail 
from  Elisha,  and  helped  build  the  vessel  by  driving  it  into  its 
place.  Enos  Briggs  also  built  the  ship  ^  Amethyst,"  247  tons, 
m  1801,  and  a  great  many  other  vessels  later.  On  May  3, 
1789,  Enos  Brig^  launched  a  vessel  sideways  from  Derby's 
Wharf,  Salem.  It  was  a  novelty  which  drew  together  a  great 
concourse  of  people.  On  May  18,  1791,  the  ship  "Grand 
Turk,"  564  tons,  was  launched  at  Salem.  Enos  liriggs  wjis 
the  principal  architect.  His  ship-yard  was  located  in  South 
Salem.  Between  1791  and  1818  he  built  over  fifty  vessels,  the 
largest  being  850  tons,  the  smallest  96.* 

moved  from 
Pembroke  to 
Milton,  and 
occupied  a 
largo  house 
built  by  AIkjI 

AHyne,  where  a  double  cottage  now  stands.  It  w:i8  pur- 
chased and  added  to  by  John  M.  Forbes.  Thomjia  S.  Briggs 
built  a  house,  in  1830,  on  the  site  of  Capt.  O.  W.  Peabody's 
residence,  Milton.  The  "History  of  Milton"  states  that  "Mr. 
Joseph  Blake,  a  merchant  of  Boston  residing  a  part  of  the  time 
in  Milton,  employed  Mr.  Daniel  Briggs,  of  Pembroke,  to  build 
a  vessel  for  him  at  the  shi|>-yard  in  Milton,  which  w:is  launched 
Oct.  26,  1786."  This  was  the  beginning  of  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  ship-building,  continued  by  Mr.  Briggs  until  1815. 
Sept.  30,  1788,  there  was  launched  in  Milton  a  large  vessel 
built  by  Daniel  Briggs  for  Ebenezer  Wales,  Esq.,  of  Dorches- 
ter.    "  Some  of  our  citizens  now  living  remember  the '  Kanawah,' 


•  For  a  list  of  Uiese  yettelB,  see  Historical  Collections  of  Bssex  Institnte,  Vol.  YI., 
pp.  172  and  173. 
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the  *  Milton,'  and  the  'Jane,'  and  were  present  at  their 
launching.  Capt.  Nat.  Thomas,*  from  Pembroke,  who  married 
Jennie,  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Briggs,  lived  in  the  Briggs  house 
on  Milton  Hill.  Pic  wiis  commander  of  the  'Kunawali,'  and 
also  of  the  '  Milton.'  The  Milton  was  caught  in  Neponset 
Bridge,  on  her  way  to  Boston,  and  wjis  got  through  with  diffi- 
culty. This  vessel,  though  built  seventy-four  years  ago,  is  a 
New  Bedford  whaleship,  still  afloat."  Daniel  Briggs  also  built 
the  following  vessels  in  Milton:  1798.  Sloop  "John,"  23 
Ions,  of  MilUm.  IHOfl.  Brig  "Osprcy,"  1!)7  tons,  of  Boston. 
1806.  Ship  "President  Adams,"  313  tons,  of  Boston.  1810. 
Ship  "Alert,"  376  tons,  of  Boston.  1810.  Ship  "  Jane,"  spoken 
of  above,  326  tons,  of  Boston ;  owned  by  Alden  Brig^,  of 
Pembroke,  and  Daniel  Briggs,  master  carpenter,  of  Milton. 
1811.  Ship  "Huntress,"  395  tons,  of  Boston.  1815.  Ship 
"Milton,"  spoken  of  above,  387  tons,  of  Boston,  owned  by 
Nathl.  Thom:is,  of  Miltcm,  and  others,  and  Daniel  Briggs,  mas- 
tor  wirpcntor.  The  following  is  tsiken  from  the  "History  of 
Milton":  "Capt.  Briggs  was  a  man  of  large  frame,  stately 
and  commanding  in  person,  also  genial  and  benevolent  in  like 
degree.  The  following  incident  shows  the  humor  of  the  man  r 
On  one  occasion,  when  busy  in  his  ship-yard,  a  stranger  came 
up,  asking  for  work.  *  What  can  you  do  ? '  inquired  the  Cap- 
tain. '  I  am  a  ship-carpenter,'  was  the  reply.  '  Can  you  mako 
a  trco-nail  on  a  rock  without  dulling  your  axe?'  'Yes,  sir.' 
'  Well,  here  is  your  timber,  and  here  is  a  sharp  axe ;  let's  see 
you  do  it.'  He  went  to  work,  finished  the  tree-nail,  passed  it 
to  Mr.  Briggs  for  inspection,  and  asked  if  that  would  do.  Mr. 
Briggs,  viewing  the  excellence  of  the  work,  assented,  when  the 
man  raised  his  axe  and  struck  a  heavy  blow  upon  the  rock, 
breaking  the  edge,  and  nearly  ruining  the  tool.  'What  are- 
you  about?'  exclaimed  the  excited  captain.  The  workmaa 
replied,  '  My  msistcr  always  taught  mc,  when  I  had  finished  a 
job,  to  stick  my  axe  in  the  block.'  *  All  right,'  rejoined  the- 
mollified  captain ;  'throw  ofi*  your  coat  and  go  to  work.'  Mr. 
Briggs  died  in  Milton,  Aug.  11,  1825.  He  was  a  useful  and 
excellent  citizen,  honored  and  respected  by  all.  At  the  time- 
of  his  death  he  owned  the  land  on  the  east  side  of  Milton  Hill, 
between  Adams  street  and  the  foot  of  the  hill,  from  the  Kussell 
land  to  the  old  Kinsley  estate,  including  the  Feabody  and  the 
old  Foy  estates,  except  the  Swift,  now  Tappan  lot.    His  daugh* 


*  S«e  preceding  Chapier  (or  account  of  UieThomaaes. 
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ter,  Alice  C,  bom  in  Milton,  April  2,  1802,  married  Capt. 
Charles  Taylor,  of  Milton,  April  28,  1833."  She  died  al>out 
1889,  a^ed  86.  The  following  account  of  the  famous  ship 
''  Massacnusetts,''  from  "  Amasa  Delano's  Voyages,*'  is  given  to 
show  how  high  the  standard  of  our  ship-buildei*s  was,  and  their 
I'cputation  abroad,  viz. : 

*^The  ship  '  Massachusetts '  was  built  at  Quincy  and  launched 
Sept.,  1789,  for  Shaw  &  Randall.  The  contractor  was  Eli  Hayden  of 
Braintrce,  the  draughtsman,  Capt.  Wm.  Hackett  of  Amesbury  on 
the  Merrimack.  Slie  was  of  900  tons,  built  expressly  for  Canton 
trade,  was  brought  to  Boston  under  jury  masts,  and  was  the  largest 
ship  built  at  that  time  in  the  United  States.  She  excited  consider- 
able sensation  in  the  commercial  part  of  the  community,  and  parties 
of  people  in  every  rank  of  society  came  on  board  of  her  to  grati^ 
their  curiosity,  and  express  their  admiration.  Five  French  men-of- 
war  were  then  in  the  harbor,  and  their  officers  often  visited  the 
^Massachusetts' and  gave  her  great  praise.     She  was  pierced  for  36 

Sins,  but  her  armament  consisted  of  20  six-pounders,  and  musketry, 
cr  crew  consisted  of  61  men.  Capt.  Amasa  Delano  was  second 
ofHcer.  He  was  born  in  Duxbury,  Feb.  21,  1763,  on  the  North  side 
of  Blue  River.  His  father  was  Sam'l  Delano :  his  uncle  Amasa. 
In  1772  the  family  removed  to  Braintree,  where  his  father  attended 
to  ship-building,  but  they  remained  here  only  about  two  years,  when, 
owing  to  the  interruption  of  navigation  occasioned  by  the  disputes 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  they  returned  to  Duxbury. 
Capt  Amasa  went  to  sea  at  a  very  early  age,  but  about  1782  com- 
menced laboring  with  his  father,  ship-building  at  Duxbury,  some- 
times being  the  master  builder.  His  first  voyage  as  commander  was 
in  a  schooner  l)elonging  to  his  uncle,  Joseph  Drew.  He  sailed  from 
Duxbury  in  1786.  His  brothers  have  been  master  builders,  riggers, 
and  navigators  of  ships.  His  brother,  Sam'l  Delano,  was  carpenter 
on  board  the  ^MassachuseUs,' and  while  on  a  voyage  with  Anias;i 
in  the  '  Perseverence,'  he  built  a  small  vessel,  the  '  Pilgrim,'  with 
Avhich  he  explored,  and  discovered  the  Pilgrim  Islands,  in  the  Pacific 
in  1805.  Thos.  Lunt  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  and  Prospect  Carpen- 
ter of  Pembroke,  Mass.,  were  seamen  on  board  the  'Massachusetts.' 
ob  Prince,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  was  her  commander,  and  John  Prince, 
lis  son,  was  a  mid-shipman.  'J'he  *  Massacluisctts*  was  sold  to  the 
Danish  East  India  Co.,  at  Canton,  for  $65,000,  Dec.  4th,  1790.  The 
name  of  the  master  builder  of  the  '  Massachusetts,*  was  Daniel 
Briggs.  Capt.  Delano  says  *  he  was  one  of  the  best  men  I  ever 
knew  to  keep  a  large  company  of  men  at  work,  and  to  make  their 
labor  productive.'  He  writes:  *  The  family  of  Briggs  in  Pembroke, 
Plymouth  county,  was  celebrated  for  extraordinary  merit.  There 
were  five  brothers.  Elisha  continued  in  his  native  town  an  excellent 
ship  builder.  Alden  was  brought  up  a  blacksmith,  was  remarkable 
for  the  talents  he  showed  in  the  heavy  work  of  a  ship,  was  the 
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mcchiinic  employed  for  the  ^Massachusetts'  in  this  department^ 
and  afterwards  became  a  merchant.  £nos  is  a  shipbuilder  at  Salem^ 
and  built  the  Essex  frigate.  Daniel  united  mercantile  speculations 
with  ship  building,  and  has  lived  many  years  in  Milton.  Thomas 
was  educated  a  ship  builder  also,  went  to  sea  afterwards  as  captain,, 
transacted  business  as  a  merchant  in  Boston  for  many  years,  and 
died  in  Dorchester  in  1809,  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  The  five  brothers  were  employed  upon  the  *  Massachusetts.' 
It  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  say  here  all  that  I  know  and  feel 
in  praise  of  this  family.'  The  other  mechanics  were  generally  from 
the  North  River,  County  of  Plymouth,  and  were  faithful  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  The  ship  was  as  well  built  as  any  ship 
could  be  under  the  circumstances.  The  timber  was  cut,  and  used 
immediately  while  perfectly  green.  It  was  white  oak,  and  would 
have  been  very  durable  had  it  been  docked,  or  properly  seasoned. 
Notwithstanding  the  unprepared  state  of  the  materi.als,  the  '  Massa- 
chusetts' was  so  well  built,  that  on  her  arrival  at  Batavia  and  Canton 
the  commanders  of  English,  Dutch,  and  other  European  ships  were 
continually  coming  on  board  to  examine  her  and  to  admire  the 
model  and  the  work.  She  was  acknowledged  to  be  the  handsomest 
vessel  in  the  two  ports." — Delano's  Voyages, 

Luther  Briggs  was  the  last  member  of  this  family  who  built 
in  Pembroke.  Seth  Briggs,  a  ereat-grandfather  of  Luther 
Briggs,  Jr.,  learned  his  trade  of  Capt.  Benj.  Turner.  Qilvin 
Turner  was  son  of  Captain  Benjamin ;  he  had  a  son,  Calvin,, 
who  went  to  Medford. 


was  building  vessels  in  Medford  on  the  Medford  River  in  1807.. 
Joshua  Turner  was  also  a  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin,  and  married  a 
daughter  of  tloshua  Briggs,  brother  of  SoXh  BriggH.  Wo  will 
tiike  up  Luther  Briggs  in  connection  with  other  ship-builders 
and  by  himself  later,  and  now  look  into  the  business  done  here 
by  others  about  this  time.  Turner ^  Palmer ^  cC  Magoun  built 
separately  at  this  yard  before  going  over  to  the  Hanover  side, 
where  they  built  in  partnership.*  Luther  Briggs  was  also  a 
incml>or  of  the  firm  at  one  time  as  his  old  :tccx)unt  books  show. 
Jodntban  Talmcr  built  hero  alone  in  181G,  the  ship** SUF- 
FOLK," 314  tons  of  Boston. 


For  lull  account  of  thii  Ann  see  Bridge  Yards. 
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GENEALOGY  OF  JEDUTHAN  PALMER'S  FAMILY. 

Jeduthan's  father  was  Ephraim,  who  died  Jan.  10,  1797.  His 
mother  was  Desire  Oldham  who  survived  her  husband  and  mar. 
2ndly,  in  1798,  the  father  of  Benjamin  Pratt.  The  house  wliei'e 
Jeduthan  was  born,  locat^^d  on  the  Drinkwat^r  rojwl,  (now 
Ilanover  St.,)  was  purchased  by  his  father,  Ephraim,  March  7, 
1782.  Jedulhan  mar.  Sarah  the  daughter  of  Calvin  Turner 
April  25,  1811,  and  died  in  1860.  Sarah  his  wife  died  in  1872. 
The  children  of  Jeduthan  and  Sarah  Turner  Palmer  were :  1. 
Charles,  b.  1812.  2.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  5,  1814,  died  1889. 
She  mar.  Samuel  P.  Brackett  in  1847,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren :  Sarah,  b.  1848;  Fred,  b.  1850;  Mary  Cora,  b.  1858; 
the  last  child  only,  is  living.  3.  Jeduthan,  b.  Jan.  25,  1817, 
4.  about  1833,  unmarried.  4.  Mary  Ann  Turner,  b.  Oct. 
26,  1819,  mar.  in  1847,  N.  P.  Banks,  Jr.  They  have  had  four 
childi^en  :  HaiTy  Waltham,  b.  1848,  d.  1853  ;  Mary  Binney,  b. 
1852,  mar.  in  1880  Rev.  Paul  Sterling;  Joseph  F.,  b.  1855; 
Maude;  b.  1857,  all  are  living  excepting  Ilairy  W.  5. 
Amanda  F.,  b.  Nov.  6, 1822,  d.  in  1845,  unmarried.  6.  Alice 
W.,  b.  July  20,  1825,  mar.  Emory  Seaman,  by  whom  she  hiwl 
four  children,  Julia,  Alice,  Emery  and  Mary;  only  Alice  is 
living.  7.  William  T.,  b.  Dec.  6,  1827.  8.  Daniel  T.,  b. 
July  27,  1830.  9.  Julia  O.,  b.  Dec.  4,  1833,  mar.  in  1867 
Charles  Edward  Bulkley,  and  they  have  one  child,  Cliarles. 

Most  of  the  vessels  built  by  Tunicr,  Palmer  &  Miigoun  wore 
for  Ikkcr  &  Hardy,  and  Charles  Cole  of  lioston,  and  for  Scit- 
uato  Harbor  paities.  IWli^r  Turner  Avas  a  son  of  Nathaniel,  of 
So.  Scituate,  and  built  at  SoT^cituatc,  now  Norwcll,  at  the 
Copeland  &  Ford  Yard,  at  Fox  Hill,  until  about  1820,  when  he 
went  into  partnership  with  Luther  Briggs,  at  the  Brick  Kilns, 
•\vhere  Mr.  Turner  did  the  drafting  of  the  vessels. 

turner  genealogy. 

Capt.   Benjamin   Turner,   of  Pen»broko,    mar.    1st, 


dau.  of  Rev.  Mr.  Eclls,  of  Scituate.     2ndly,   Itiilh  Briggs,  of 

Pembroke.     He  had  by  his  first  wife  two  children  :    1. , 

who  mar.  a  Mr.  Lane,  of  Scituate.     2.  David,  of  Plymouth. 

the  ship-builder,  was 
a   son    of    Nathaniel, 
who    was    a    son    of 
Capt.  Benjamin  by  his  second  wife.     Nathaniel  Turner  mar. 
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Liicindi .    Tied,  Nov.  19, 1814,  ugodSl ;  sho  d.  Dec,  11, 

1807,  sigod  67.  They  hiul  children  as  follows:  7.  Curisto- 
riiEU,  d.  in  Salem.  2.  Caleb,  mar.'  Deborah  Tunier,  and  had 
six  childron,  Myra,  Jane,  William,  Tempemnce,  Joseph  G., 
and  Wan*en.     Caleb  d.   in  Bridgewater.     3.  Benjamin,  mar. 

Wheeler.     They  had  five  childron,  Ambrose,  Lydia, 

Joseph  M.,  Cliarles,  and  Iluth.  4.  ^^dtrfeivthfi-jJiipriuider. 
The  genealogy  of  his  family  is  given  below.  5.  Polly, 
mar.  John  Bassett,  of  Hingham,  and  they  h:ul  two  children, 
John  and  Caleb.  G.  Lucy,  nmr.  J(»hn  Thom:us,  of  Mai*slilield, 
and  they  had  throe  children,  Henry,  Hay,  and  Ann.  Barker. 
tlie  fouilh  child  of  Nathaniel,  niaj.  Polly,  dau.  of  Melzar  and 
Lucy  W.  Stoddard,  oTScifuate.  "Melzar  d.  April  19,  1839, 
aged  79.  Lucy  W.,  his  wife,  d.  July  G,  1850,  aged  88. 
Polly,  wife  of  Barker  Turner,  d.  Aug.  4,  1835,  aged  48. 

CHILDREN  OP   BARKER  AND   POLLY  TURNER. 

1.  Barker,  b.  Feb.  16,  1808 ;  mar.  Sophia  Baker,  of  Pem- 
bix)ke^^  Tfioy  had  five  children,  Edwin,  Israel  II.,  Polly, 
Frederick,  and  Augustus.  2.  Mary,  b.  June  23,  1809 ;  d. 
A\g.  1,  1819.  3.  Elmina,  b.  Nov.  16,  1811;  d.  March  2, 
1842.  She  mar.  Ebon  Witherell,  of  Pembroke,  and  they  had 
two  children,  Augustine  and  Ebon  Iler1>eit.  4.  Andrew,  b. 
Aug.  13,  1812;  mar.  Hannah  Bell,  of  Boston,  and  they  had 
two  cliiidren,  Susan  L.  and  Andrew  W.  5.  Delia,  b.  Nov. 
26,  ltSl3  ;  mar.  Calvin  Baker,  of  l^ombroke,  and  they  luid  six 
diildrrn,  ('alvin  Ji.,  Andrew  JI.,  Delia  T.,  D.  WobsUn*,  Bar- 
ker, and  Walters.  0.  Huldaii  L.,  b.  Nov.  20,  181G ;  mar. 
Joseph  R.  Sheperd,  of  Pembroke,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren, Joseph  J.,  Julius  R.,  and  Iluldah  T.  7.  Isaiah  Alden, 
b.  Oct.  25,  1818 ;  mar.  Mary  Cliilds,  of  Hingham,  and  they 
had  two  children,  Alden  D.  and  Elmer  E.  8*  Cyrus,  b.  Feb. 
20, 1821  ;  mar.  Mary  A.  Jkker,  of  lVnihroke,and  they  had  three 
cliiidren,  Eliza  (who  d.  young),  Morris,  and  Anna.  9.  Susan, 
b.  March  13,  1824;  mar.  Walter  B.  Studley,  of  Rockland, 
Mass.,  and  they  have  had  two  children,  Susan  L.  and  Addie. 
10.  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  21,  1828  ;  d.  Jan.  27, 1828.  11.  Ei>- 
WARD  Everett,  b.  Sept.  17,  1831 ;  mar.  Elizal)eth  Sturtevant, 
of  IVmbroke,  and  Ihoy  have  hsul  two  children,  Ella  and 
Charles. 

Barker  TuiTier  and  Luther  Briggs  built  in  Pembroke,  in 
1824,  sch.  *'  VIRGINIA,"  62  tons,  of  Boston.  They  also  built 
the  sch.  "CHARLES,"  in  Pembroke,  in  1825,  62  tons,  owned 
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by  Jesse  Dunbar,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Isaiah  Alden,  Charles  Yinal,  and 
Gushing  Otis,  of  Scituate.  She  was  built  of  green  plank 
brought  from  Bridgewater.  Cynis  Turner  worked  on  her  at 
llingham  in  1848.  The  HJirao  year,  1825,  Barker  Turner  built 
on  his  own  account  the  scli.  'MUNO,"  85  tons,  for  Nol>lc  K. 
Jenkins,  Moses  llich,  Elisha  FosUn*,  .Fr.,  Isaiuh  Alden,  Push- 
ing Otis,  John  Beal,  and  Peleg  Jenkins,  of  Scituate;  after- 
ward sold  to  Gloucester.  In  company  with  Luther  Briggs,  he 
built,  in  1827,  the  brig  '^TENEDOS,"  245  tons,  of  Boston. 
In  1840  she  was  bought  by  Lawrence  &  Co.,  New  London, 
Conn.,  and  sent  whaling  in  the  So.  Atlantic.  In  1844,  while 
in  the  Indian  Ocean,  Churchill,  the  first  mate,  was  injui*ed  by 
falling  off  a  water  cask,  and  died  in  1847.  In  185G,  the 
""  Tenedos  "  was  one  of  the  ''  Stone  Fleet,"  No.  1.  Barker  Tur- 
ner also  built  alone,  at  the  Brick-kilns,  in  1827,  the  sch.  **  JAMES 
OTIS,"  80  tons,  owned  by  Geo.  Manson,  Anthony  Waterman, 
Peleg  and  Elijah  Jenkins,  Jr.,  John  Beal  and  Jesse  Dunbar,  of 
Scituate ;  commanded  by  Capt.  Manson  in  1820,  engaged  fish- 
ing summers,  and  in  the  coasting  trade  winters.*  This  schooner 
was  of  perhaps  the  poorest  model  of  any  ever  built  on  the 
river.  When  launched,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  make  her 
sail.  She  would  act  like  a  tub  at  sea,  which  she  resembled 
somewhat.  She  was  always  known  as  '*  Barker  Turner's  tool- 
chest."  For  several  years,  about  this  time,  Mr.  Turner  appeal's 
to  have  been  building  on  his  own  account.  In  1828,  the  sch. 
**  DANUBE,"  71  tons,  was  built  by  Barker  Turner,  master  car- 
penter, at  Pembroke,  and  owned  by  1  lowland  Otis,  Tclc^g  J(mi- 
kins,  Jas.  Damon,  J.  Dunbar,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Seth  Webh,  John 
Beal,  Simeon  LiU'lifield,  and  Fmncis  G.  Chubbuck,  of  Stiiuah*. 
She  was  afterward  sold  to  Cape  Cod.  In  1829,  he  built  the 
sch.  "RAILWAY,"  86  tons,  Pembroke;  Jesse  Dunbar,  Sr. 
and  Jr.,  and  Thos.  L.  Manson,  Scituate,  owners.  In  1830,  the 
sch.  "PERFECT,"  08  tons,  of  Pembroke  ;  owners,  Isaiah  Alden, 
Colman  Jenkins,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Geo.  M.  Allen,  Thos.  Burroughs, 
of  Scituate,  and  Ilonice  Collamore  of  Pembroke ;  aficrwanl 
sold  down  East.  Also,  in  1830,  he  built  the  sch.  "  ELIZA 
ANN,"  99  tons,  of  Boston.  In  1831,  the  brig  "VERGES," 
151  tons,  of  Boston.  The  following  year  he  again  built  a  ves- 
sel in  company  with  Luther  Briggs,  1832,  the  bark  "MI- 
RANDA," 189  tons,  of  Boston.  The  last  vessel  Barker  Tur- 
ner built  in  Pembroke,  of  which  we  have  any  account,  was  in 


*  See  aoooant  Capt.  Hansoo,  under  Fox  Hill  Yard. 
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1833,  tho  bark  "LEONIDAS,''  183  ions,  of  lloston.  llo  had 
during  the  past  few  ycai*s  been  building  in  Hanover,  also,  and 
probably  decided  to  take  all  of  his  business  over  there  about 
this  time.  From  his  sons,  Barker,  Andrew,  Alden,  and  Cyrus, 
much  information  has  been  gleaned.  Cyrus  snys  his  father  told 
him  that  he  had  built  thirty-two  vessels  on  North  River.  Barker 
Turner,  Jr.,  died  since  the  compiling  of  this  volume  was  l)egun. 
^AinoTig  tlie  characters  of  his  time,  loo4itcd  here,  none  were  better 
known  or  more  popninr  than  Tom  Ibiggs,  of  IVmbroke.  llo 
was  an  ex^rellent  workman  and  ship-carpenter  of  those  days ; 
but  he  preferred  nuisic  and  excitement*  rather  than  work.  lie 
wjis  a  skillful  bugler,  and  his  widow,  who  now  lives  in  Dor- 
chester, has  the  bugle  which  he  formerly  played.  At  one  time 
he  decided  to  go  to  Mexico,  with  Elijah  Lapham,  but  the 
scheme  fell  through.  lie  and  Ilonu'o  Collamore  used  t^)  joke 
each  other  whenever  an  opport.unity  presented.  Thomas  Briggs 
was  b.  in  1803,  and  d.  in  187(1. 

To  go  back  to  1815,  we  find  Caleb  Turner  building  a  vessel 
at  tho  Brick-kilns,  the  ship  "  LAURA  ANN,"  375^  tons, 
of  Boston.  Her  length  was  103  feet;  breadth,  28  feet; 
depth,  14  feet.  She  was  owned  by  David  Greenough  and  Sam- 
uel Parkman,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  and  Alden  Briggs,  of  Pembroke. 
She  w:is  the  hugest  vessel  built  at  the  Brick-kiln  Yard.  Caleb 
probably  did  not  build  uuuiy  vessels  here,  as  in  1818  we  find 
him  at  the  Fox  Hill  Yard,  in  Norwell,  building  with  his  brother 
Barker. 


built  here  in  1815-16,  the 
firet  vessels  he  built  on 
his  own  account.*  Ho 
left  his  home  in  Scituateand  cnmeto  IVmbroke,  apprenticed  to 
El isha  Briggs,  a  relative,  both  being  descendants  of  Walter. 
Gushing  having  sei-ved  his  time  and  become  of  age,  and  being 
a  skilled  ailisan,  built  at  the  Brick-kilns,  in  181«5,  the  brig 
"PEKSEVERANCE"  of  184  tons,  with  two  decks,  two  msists, 
length,  78  feet;  breadth,  23  feet;  depth,  11  feet;  of  Bost^m, 
Thos.  Snow,  master.  Owned  by  Elijah  I^oring,  Joshua  Ellis 
and  Robert  Thompson,  of  Boston.  And  in  181(5,  the  brig 
•*ANN,"  204  tons,  with  a  billet  figure  hc:id,  a  double  decker  with 


*For  aooount  of  Cashing  O.  Briggs,  see  Briggs  Yards  at  Uobart's  Landing,  Scftnata. 
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two  masts;  length,  86  feet:  breadth,  23  feet;  depth,  11  foot, 
of  Boston.  Immediately  after  this  he  went  to  Scituate,  where 
we  find  him  building  at  Ilobai-t's  landing.  The  following  sketch, 
written  by  an  old  resident  of  Pembroke,  gives  a  good  idea  of 
the  last  of  ship-building  at  Penil)roke :  "The  name  of  Briggs 
seems  to  be  identified  witli  ship-bnilding  from  tlie  early  settle- 
ment of  Scituate.  Whether  Walter,  the  elder,  was  a  shij)- 
builder,  we  are  not  able  to  say,  but  that  many  of  his  posterity 
followed  that  vocation  successfully  has  come  within  the  mem- 
ory of  many  now  living.  Luther  BriggSy  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  son  of  Elisha,  and  grandson  of  Seth,  who 
removed  from  Scituate  to  Pcml>roko  early  in  the  last  century, 
having  a  large  family,  seveiid  of  whom  followed  the  occupation 
of  their  father.  Luther  learned  the  ail  of  ship-building  of  his 
father  and  was  apprenticed  at  the  same  time  with  Gushing  O. 
Briggs,  who  in  company  with  his  brother  Heniy ,  became  a  suc- 
cessful builder  at  Scituate.  The  apprenticeship  of  Luther 
and  Gushing  O.  Briggs  was  a  remarkably  congenial  one  which 
resulted  in  a  lifelong  friendship  terminating  only  with  death. 
The  one  quarrel,  it  is  said,  that  they  ever  luid,  was  when  a  dis- 
pute arose  as  to  who  was  occupying  the  Inrgcr  half  of  the  l>ed 
one  night.  It  was  settled  by  their  getting  out  and  measuring 
their  sides  off,  when  peace  reigned  again.  The  early  years  of 
Ijuther  Briggs'  life  were  much  intenui)ted  by  ill  health,  which 
prevented  him  from  engaging  in  active  business  for  several 
years  afterhis  majority,  buthiter  he  comnuMucd  business  at  the 
Brick-kilns,  (so  callcMl),  where  his  father  and  griin<If:ither  had 
previously  built  in  company  with  the  late  Uark(*rTuni(;r.  One 
incident  occurring  at  the  time  they  built,  seems  worthy  of 
notice.  It  had  been  the  custom  in  all  the  ship-yards  to  carry 
around  liquor  at  stated  hours  and  distribute  to  the  men,  as  it 
was  considered  indispensable  to  a  good  day's  work.  After  taking 
into  consideration  the  great  evil  of  intemperance  they  resolved 
building  a  ship  without  furnishing  li(]uor  to  their  men.  They 
were  told  it  could  not  be  done,  that  men  would  not  work  with- 
out their  accustomed  dram,  and  probably  many  dmnk  at  their 
own  expense,  but  it  was  the  last  of  their  furnishing  it,  and  they 
had  no  trouble  in  building  without  it.  It  was  an  innovation 
which  was  soon  followed  in  other  yaids  on  the  Iliver,  where  it 
had  been  thought  indispensable  to  successful  business.  Luther 
Briggs  deceased  in  1804,  aged  eighty  years,  much  rcsi)ect^d  as 
an  honest  and  just  man  in  all  his  business  relations.  He  left 
one  son,  Luther,  an  architect  in  Boston,   who  still  survives 
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him."  Luther  Brings  built  alono  and  in  company  witli  Barker 
Turner,  Silvanus  Smith,  and  Melzar  S.  Turner  at  different 
times.  In  1836,  Melzar  Tuitier  (as  he  was  commonly  called), 
leflthe  Brick-kilns  and  built  on  his  own  account  at  Scituate 
Harbor.  Later,  he  again  built  in  company  with  Luther  Briggs 
at  the  Brick-kilns,  carrying  on  his  Harbor  Yard  at  the  same 
time.  He  was  not  very  successful  financially,  and  becoming 
somewhat  emban*assed,  in  1845  Luther  Briggs  was  obliged  to  go 
down  to  the  Harbor,  and  "help  him  out"  on  a  vessel  he  wjis 
buildin^i:.  From  tliis  time  Lutlter  Briggs  continued  in  busincssat 
the  1  [arbor  and  together  they  were  very  succassful.  Luther 
Briggs  built  at  the  Brick-kilns  until  1850,  when  he  gave  all  his 
time  and  energies  to  the  Harbor  Yard.  He  is  described  as  being 
an  extremely  nei^vous  man,  especially  if  anything  went  wrong, 
just  the  opposite  of  his  son  Luther.  Melzar  Turner  was  a  son 
of  Luther  Turner,  who  wjis  a  c^ousin  of  liarker  Turner,  Sr. 
He  died  .leaving  children.     (See  Harbor  Yards). 

The  schooner  ''  CATHERINE,"  70  tons,  was  built  here  for 
John  Bates,  of  Cohasset.  Benj.  Barnes,  who  will  be  remem- 
bered by  many  of  the  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  North  River 
as  having  brought  fish  to  tlieir  doors,  was  conunander.  There 
was  also  built  here  during  Luther  Briggs*  time  the  schooner 
•* NOBLE  K.  JENKINS,"  100  tons,  which  we  find  later  in  the 
Mediterranean  trade  ;  the  *' INDUSTRY"  and  the  brig  «SUN," 
200  tons,  C:ipt.  Rich,  which  wjis  pro]>ably  the  same  "Sun"  that 
was  used  laU»T  as  a  packet  between  New  Bedford  and  the 
South,  and  which  was  condemned  at  the  Bay  of  Islands  in  Aug., 
1863;  the  brig  "BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,"  164  tons,  which 
had  a  figure  head  of  Benj.  Franklin.  She  was  added  to  the 
Beverly,  Mjiss.,  whaling  fleet  in  1850,  sold  to  Fall  River  in 
18r)6,  wjvs  Fall  River's  hist  whaler,  was  bought  in  1862  by  E. 
Maxwell,  of  New  IVxlford,  and  while  engaged  in  wlialing  was 
lost  near  Zanzibar,  Sept.  8,  1867;  and  the  "  KENEDOS,"  but 
we  liave  been  unable  to  find  out  the  exjict  years  when  each  was 
built.  Luther  Briggs  built  in  1823  the  sloop  "  MAYFLOWER,'' 
32  tons,  of  Pembroke ;  owners  :  Asa  Sherman,  Jr.,  her  captain, 
Elisha  Phillips,  Steplien  Rogers,  Jonathan  Stetson,  Jesse 
IvimmI,  and  Chandler  Sampson,  of  Marshlield,  Alden  Briggs, 
liUilier  Briggs,  the  builder,  Elios  Magoun,  Horace  and  Gilnian 
Collnmore  and  Daniel  Magoun,  Pembroke,  Elisha  Foster,  Jr., 
and  Elisha  Tolman,  Scituate.  He  also  built  the  "PHILENA 
OTIS  "  about  1828. 
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j^  built  in  1833  the  ^'Haa- 

,^*^^^J^;^^  son"  a  centre  board 
^^4^  sloop.  She  was  a  very 
he:ivy  cnift  and  very 
flat,  l>oinj]f  only  three 
inches  **  dcjid  rise.** 
She  was  used  as  a  North  River  packet,  running  between  I^ton 
and  the  Brick-kilns,  and  had  many  owners,  as  the  following  regis- 
ter shows: — 1833,  sloop '•HANSON,"  47  tons,  Pembroke;  own- 
ers :  Asa  Sherman,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  John  Stetson,  Daniel  Phillips, 
Kphraim  RimduU  and  Stephen  Il/)ger8,  Marshfield,  Jlonuxs  Colla- 
more,  Calvin  Shepard,  Auroni  W.  Oldliam,  Aldcn  and  Luther 
Briggs,  of  Pembroke.  In  1834,  Luther Briggs  built  the  "SU- 
SAN **  for  Hardy  &  Baker.  Mr.  Hardy  married  Susan  Holmes 
and  named  this  vessel  after  her.  Mrs.  Nathl.  Smith  was  tlien 
Miss  Susan  Briggs,  She  says  on  invitation  of  Mr.  Hardy,  the 
two  Susans  were  launched  in  this  vessel.  Ho  built  the  same  year, 
1834,  tlie  bark  -  BLACK  HAWK ''  after  tlic  model  of  the ''  Bhick 
Hawk.^  In  1835,  he  built  the  -PALKllMO"  for  Hardy  & 
Baker.  During  the  \\\\,Wx  two  yoai-s  ho  also  hui!t  at  the  Ih'ick- 
kilns  the  following  vessels  in  company  with  Melzar  Turner. 
In  1834,  the  schooner  "CORNELIA,"  owned  by  Thos.  J.  Bur- 
rows, Geo.  M.  Allen,  of  Scituate,  Horace  and  Anthony  Colla- 
more,  Ephraim  Randall,  Melzar  Turner,  Luther  Briggs  and 
Luther  Magoun,  of  Pembroke;  and  in  1835,  the  schooner 
•* ADELINE,*'  1)9  tons,  owned  by  Geo.  M.  Allen,  Scituate, 
Honice  Coliamoro,  Aldcn  and  Luther  Briggs,  and  Mcjl/ar  S. 
Turner,  Pembroke.  About  tiiis  time,  in  conif)any  wilh  Melzar 
Turner,  he  built  a  vessel  at  Kingston  for  Capt.  Delano,  and  in 
183(;,  at  tlio  Brick-kihirt,  tho  schooner  "KKMP"  for  Wm. 
Kemp  &,  Co.  He  also  built  at  tho  Brick-kiln,  in  1836,  the 
schooner  "SWAN,"  129  tons,  of  Boston ;  and  in  the  same 
year,  the  schooner"  EDWIN,"  103  tons,  of  Boston,  afterward  of 
Newburypoit,  and  used  whaling  from  Provinccl^jwn  in  ISKJ. 
In  1837,  ho  built  the  brig  "WILLIAM  PIONN,"  ITxS  I^mis,  of 
Boston,  which  had  a  figure  head  modelled  after  the  man  for 
whom  she  was  named.  In  1838,  he  built  the  sch.  "RED 
ROVER,"  99  tons,  of  Pembroke,  sold  to  Kingston,  also  in 
1838,  a  hricj  for  a  Mr.  Flynn,  and  about  this  time  the  sch. 
"CORDOVA."  In  1839,  he  built  the  brig  "WILLIAM 
PITT,"  174  tons,  Howes  Baker,  msistxM*,  and  owned  by  Al- 
pheus  Hardy,  of  Boston,  and  others.  In  1841,  he  built  the  bark 
••SOPHRONIA,"  197  tons,  of  Boston,  copper  and  iron  fa^stened. 
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owned  by  Trull  and  others,  Boston,  in  1859,  Cupt.  Drew  ;  built  of 
mixed  wood,  Jn  company  with  Melzar  Turner,  he  built  in  1842, 
the  sch.  ^'CHESTER,"  86  tons,  of  Bo»Um.  Owned  by  John  Seal, 
Peleg  Jenkins,  Samuel  Brown  and  John  Bouve,  of  Scituate, 
James  Bonney  and  Luther  Briggs,  of  Peml)r()ke.  Business 
was  very  lively  at  Scituate  Harbor  about  this  time  and  Luther 
Briggs  was  so  busy  at  that  yard  that  he  did  very  little  at  the 
Brick-kilns  until  1847,  when  he  built  a  bark  for  Lombard 
Hall.  The  sjune  year  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with  SU-' 
vanuji  Smithy  son  of  Capt.  Jonnthan  Smith,  of  Duxbury,  who 
connnandcd  many  vessels  sailing  out  of  Duxbury.  Silvanus 
lived  in  Duxbury  during  his  younger  days,  but  la(<5r  married  a 
daught<;r  of  Lewis  McLaughlin  and  bought  the  old  Morse  place 
in  Pembroke,  where  he  resided  during  his  partnership  with 
Luther  Briggs  and  Melzar  S.  Turner.  Together  they  built  at 
tile  Ihick-kihis  the  "Arthur  Pickering,"  in  1817,  which  they 
were  one  month  getting  out  of  the  river,  and  another  vessel, 
l)rolKibly  the  "Matilda,"  for  J.  Bates,  in  1848.  The  sch. 
"MATILDA,"  60  tons,  was  built  in  Pembroke,  Mass.,  1848, 
and  was  owned  in  1884  at  Boston.  They  also  built  the 
"CATHERINE"  in  1848.  Several  years  after  this,  Silvanus 
Smith  left  Pembroke  and  went  to  East  Boston,  where  he  worked 
in  Samuel  IlalPs  and  Donald  McKay's  yards  and  in  E.  &  II.  O. 
Briggs'  at  South  Boston.  After  building  three  ships  on  his 
own  account  at  £:ust  Boston,  he  went  into  pai*tnei*sh]p  with 
Paul  Curtis  at  Medford.  For  about  sixteen  years  he  has  been 
a  partner  with  James  L.  Townsend,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Smith  &  Townsend,  ship-builders  at  East  Boston.  They  have 
built  many  fine  ships  there,  several  for  C.  Brewer  &  Co., 
among  them  the  "Martha  Davis,"  the  "James  Stone,"  tlie 
"Edward  May,"  and  last  but  not  least,  the  good  bark  "Amy- 
TyuNEu"  of  1000  tons,  which  has  recently  made  over  2(50' 
miles  in  twenty-four  hours  under  Capt.  Chjis.  A.  dohnson,  on  a( 
j)assjige  from  Honolulu  to  Hong  Kong.  This  vessel,  under. 
Capt.  Albeit  W.  Newell,  carried  the  author  around  Cape  Ilorii' 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  1880.  Silvaims  Smith  hsis  had  bvA 
children: — 1.  Sidney,  who  superintended  the  work  on  Stony*! 
Brook,  Roxbury  ;  2.  Fmnces  F.,  b.  in  Pembroke ;  3.  ZilphaD., 
the  prosiMit  H(U'.n»l4iry  of  the  Associnted  (liarities,  of  Boston, 
also  b.  in  Pembroke;  4.  Erannuis  F. ;  5.  IVlary,  who  married 
liuke  Hall,  grandson  of  the  old  ship-builder,  Luke  Hall;  6. 
Jennie  W.  The  bark  "ARTHUR  PICKERING,"  built  in 
1847,  was  254  tons,  of  Boston,  built  at  Pembroke,  of  loixed 
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wood,  Luther  Briggs,  Melzar  Turner  and  Silvanus  Smith,  M. 
Cs.  She  was  iron  fastened,  and  in  1868  was  whaling  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  The  same  year,  her  first  mate,  W.  S.  Maxfield, 
died. 

The  only  occasion  of  which  we  know  that  our  little  towns 
wore  honoKxl  by  ii  visit  from  a  man  who  w:ls  ever  President  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of  President  Arthur's 
visit  to  the  Webster  phice,  was  in  1841,  when  the  Hon.  John 
Quincy  Adams,  then  in  Congress,  came,  by  invitation  of  the 
ship-buildei*s,  to  visit  Hanover,  Scituate,  Pembroke,  and  Marsh- 
field,  and  the  mouth  of  North  River,  to  obtain  coi-t^iin  facts  and 
data  that  might  1k)  of  service  to  him  in  his  cflbrts  to  induce 
Congress  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purj)oso  of 
cutting  through  the  bar,  or,  better  still,  to  make  a  new  mouth 
by  cutting  through  the  beach,  where  the  high  tides  now  often 
connect  the  river  with  the  ocean  far  above  its  natural  mouth. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  all  eflbrts  in  this  direction  have  failed, 
and  118  commerce  demanded  larger  vessels,  and  luml»er  be<uime 
scarce,  sirqHbuilding  hero  WJis  abiuidoned.  Had  the  govern- 
ment carried  out  the  plans  of  our  old  shii>buildei*s,  and  legis- 
lated in  favor  of  home  commerce.  North  River  would  to-day 
have  l)oen  lined  with  ship-yards,  as  it  was  eighty,  yes,  fifty 
years  ago.  The  only  written  account  found  of  Mr.  Adams' 
visit,  and  what  was  done  throughout  the  day,  is  in  the  diary  of 
Luther  Briggs,  the  architect,  now  living  and  doing  business  in 
Boston,  son  of  the  ship-builder.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  all 
he  has  written  under  the  date  of — 

**  Thursday,  October  28th,  1841.  Fair.  To-day  was  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  Hon.  John  Qiiiiicy  Adams,  and  others  interested,  to 
go  down  to  the  Scituate  shore  and  examine  the  place  where  it  is  pro- 
posed to  open  a  new  channel  for  the  North  River,  between  the  third 
and  fourth  cliflTs  (so  called).  Accordingly,  father  and  Capt.  Parris 
(who  used  to  live  where  Mr.  Njith'l  Smith  now  resides,  in  Pem- 
broke), stinted  for  Marshficld  in  our  chaise  at  half-past  seven,  a.m., 
and  ;it  ei^ht  o'clock  1  j^ot  into  a  carri.ij^e  with  Nfr.  A.  Hri^j^fs,  Jr., 
and  we  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Liilher  Rogers  (father  of 
Clift  Rogers,  in  Marshfield),  having  overtaken  father  and  the  cap- 
tain, and  rode  in  company  for  the  last  few  hours.  We  waited  at 
Mr.  Rogers*  for  a  few  minutes,  when  Mr.  Adams  and  the  commit- 
tee came  along,  moving  from  the  house  of  Daniel  Phillips,  Esq. 
After  some  little  delay  we  proceeded  to  Little's  Bridge,  where  the 
company  embarked  for  the  beach.  I,  however,  drove  father's  chaise 
to  the  ferry,  and  put  up  the  horse  in  Capt.  Luke  Hall's  barn,  then 
went  across  the  river  and  walked  up  to  the  Clift',  arriving  at  the  same 
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time  the  company  did  who  sailed  from  the  bridge.  Walked  about 
the  beach  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  then  re-crossed  to  the  ferry.  Soon 
after,  started  for  home  with  Cousin  Alden.  Got  home  at  two,  p.m. 
Found  Sarah  Turner  at  home.  Stayed  at  home  in  afternoon.  In 
evening,  husked  ;  also  called  at  Mr.  £stes\ 

P.  S. — When  I  came  away  from  the  ferry,  Mr.  Adams  and  the 
others  had  gone  down  in  a  boat  to  view  the  present  moutli  of  the 
river.  I  imdcrstood  the  arrangement  was  for  them  to  return  to  Mr. 
Rogers'  to  dinner,  and  at  three  to  cnlor  the  Episcopal  Church 
(Marshlicld),  where  Mr.  Adams  will  be  introduced  to  Ihe  citizens 
generally,  and  make  some  remarks." 

Luther  Brig^s  adds,  that  the  nearest  they  ever  got  to  having 
a  ehannel  cut  through  the  bar  at  the  rivei^s  mouth,  was  when 
Luther  Kogers,  in  explaining  the  plan  (which  Luther  Briggs 
hixii  t*ikon  griMit  ])rido  in  dniwiiig  at  that  early  ago,)  to  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  c<)ni])nny  nt  his  house  in  Marshfiold,  ho  kept 
dniwing  his  thunilMiail  l):ick  and  forth  where  the  channel  was 
to  bo  cut,  until  finally  it  went  through  the  paper.  This  was  a 
sad  sight  for  Mr.  Briggs.  He  also  adds  that  Mr.  Adams  did 
not  speak  upon  the  question  of  a  cutting  through  the  bar,  as  it 
was  anticipated  ho  would  do  when  he  went  to  the  church,  but 
branched  right  off  into  politics,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
those  present.  There  was  no  ship-building  c>arried  on  at  the 
Brick-kihiH  ailcr  1850.  The  ''Catharine,"  in  1848,  was  proba- 
bly the  last  vessel  built  there. 

Plans  were  made,  however,  in  1850,  for  a  Ilorse-bont^  as  it 
was  called.  This  was  a  side-wheeler,  to  be  run  by  a  hoi'se- 
power  tread-mill.  A  plan  of  the  boat  is  hero  given  ;  also  copies 
of  the  old  papers  relative  to  it : 
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"  Dr  Sir, — I  have  been  to  HallowcU  and  measured  a  horse-boat, 
which  is  sufficient  for  all  the  business  done  in  crossing  the  river. 
Heavy  teams  are  ferried  across,  without  the  least  difficulty,  with  two 
horses— one  on  each  side — the  boat  is  64  feet  long  &  12  feet  wide — 
it  swells  above  the  hull  what  is  called  guard,  as  above  in  sketch  to  21 
feet  in  the  centre  or  amidships — to  the  centre  of  the  platform  a  it  is 
26  ft  7  from  end  ^,  this  platlorm  is  framed  by  arms  as  you  see  all 
under  deck,  and  the  horses  stand  in  stalls  on  the  guards  one  facing 
one  end  of  boat  and  the  other  the  other  end  ;  three  feet  &  three  inches 
from  the  centre  on  a  circle  are  cogs  which  match  into  a  pinion  hori- 
zontally ;  the  shaft  6  ft.  8  inches  long  with  a  pinion  c  which  match 
into  coupling  gear  on  the  main  shad.  The  wheels  are  six  feet  diam- 
eter. By  means  of  a  lever  at  d  the  man  readily  changes  the  coupling 
and  backs  or  goes  ahead  without  stopping  the  horses — ^coupling 
gear '  is  so  well  understood  I  do  not  need  to  explain  it.  Perhaps 
friction  rollers  are  used  under  the  platform.  I  should  think  it  best 
but  I  did  not  examine  or  think  to  enquire.  From  deck  to  floor  the 
hold  is  three  feet  8  inches  deep  —  bottom  flat  and  steered  at  either 
end  by  a  long  oar  easily  unshipped.  1  he  boat  is  not  turned  around 
but  goes  as  well  one  way  as  another.  I  went  across  in  her  to  sec 
how  she  went^-one  horse  the  man  told  me  had  heen  in  the  ^  niill' 
ten  years.  You  see  by  the  construction  you  get  64X 1 2  clear  deck 
which  will  hold  a  great  <leal — and  no  danger  of  a  blow  up  or  a  mel- 
ancholy disaster.  Many  things  you  of  course  will  readily  under- 
stand such  as  scuttles  over  gearing  to  oil  machinerv  &  manner  of 
putting  on  paddles  to  finish  wheel  &  size  of  pinions  &  shafts.  I  did 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  send  such  things  —  as  you  wished  the 
measure  of  the  boat  and  not  a  full  description  of  machinery  and 
mode  of  working.  I  hope  I  have  given  you  all  the  information  you 
.  want,  if  not  I  will  do  so  if  you  will  let  me  know  what  you  do  want 
further." 

''  Pkmbroke,  May  10'**   1850. 

The  subscribers  desireous  of  building  a  Tow  Boat  to  be  propelled 
by  Horse  power  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  &  transporting  sea 
manure  from  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  North  River  &  for  bring- 
ing freight  from  the  Packets  from  White's  Ferry  to  all  the  landings 
as  far  up  River  as  North  River  Bridge — agree  to  take  the  number  of 
shares  placed  against  our  names. 

The  whole  expense  is  estimated  at  Two  hundred  &  €ii\y  dollars  & 
it  is  proposed  to  divide  it  into  twenty-five  shares  at  Ten  dollars  pr. 
share. 

NAMES.  NO.  OP  SHASIS. 

Alex'  Parris i 

James  H.  Whitman 2 

John  Gushing i 

Kobert  Sylvester      ........  i 
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George  H.  Wetherbee i 

Cant.  Luther  Rodgcrs  ••....  r 

Solomon  Little  i 

Thatch.  Magoun  Esqr.  .        .     '   .         .         .         .  12} 

Remember  that  1  have  seen  Mr.  Thacher  Magoun  in  Medford  at 
his  Ship  yard  this  day  Monday  May  20*^  1850  he  agreed  to  take  five 
or  ten  shares  in  the  Scow  that  i  am  going  to  build  and  to  call  on  him 
for  the  Cash  at  any  time. 

Remember  i  saw  Mr.  Magoun  this  Day  at  his  (Barker  Turner) 
house  June  21,  1850  and  he  agreed  to  take  ten  shares  in  Boat." 

I  have  l>ecn  unablo  to  find  that  the  boat  ever  existed,  except 
on  paper.  Thus  ends  the  history  of  the  Brick-kilu  Yard,  and 
the  last  ship-buildiug  in  Pembroke. 


CHAPTER    XII. 


ROGERS'  YARDS.— 1790-1819. 


GRAVBLLV     BEACH  —  DOGGKTT's     FKRRY. 


ISKAEL  ROGEBS,  AMOS  ROGERS,  JOSEPH  ROGERS,  ASA  ROGERS, 
ASA  RmJKKS,  .lit.,  KAMIIFJi  ROGKUS,  THOMAS  HOG KICS,  THOMAS 
ROGERS,  JR.,  NATHANIEL  ROGERS,  JR.,  PELEG  ROGERS,  PELEO 
ROGERS,  JR.,   LUTHER  ROGERS. 


IT  has  been  almost  impossible  to  locate  the  different  members 
of  the  Rogers  family  and  their  yards.  None  of  the  family, 
apparently,  have  been  interested  enough  heretofore  in  their 
genealogy  to  look  it  up  to  any  extent,  and  only  by  the  most 
diligent  examination  of  family  records  have  the  following  facts 
been  ascertained,  as  the  names  of  the  early  members  of  the  fam- 
ily scarcely  appear  on  the  town  records.  There  were  two 
yards,  —  one  at  Gravelly  lioju-.h,  Marshdcld,  just  below  the 
present  residence  of  Benjamin  White,  neiu*  where  the  saw-pit 
is  now  visible  ;  the  other  was  located  where  the  present  abut- 
ment of  Little's  Bridge  rests  on  the  Marshfield  bank  of  Noith 
River.  Peleg,  Luther,  and  possibly  Niithanicl,  Jr. ,  and  Thcmias 
Jr.,  built  at  the  latt<n*  yard,  but  nearly  if  not  (juite  nil  of  the  other 
»<hi|>-buildiiig  meu)herH  of  this  fnniily  built  at  (iniv(^lly  n4':i4*li, 
ami  all  worked,  at  various  periods,  iu  ncijirly  every  yard  on  the 
river.  The  Rogers  were  skilled  ship-carpenters,  and  if  auy 
one  wanted  a  ship  built  on  honor,  a  Rogers  was  his  man.  The 
following  is  a  genealogy  of  the  Rogers  family,  as  complete  as 
it  has  been  possible  to  make  it  with  the  material  now  in  exist- 
ence. There  is  a  tradition  in  the  family  that  John  Rogers  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Wilherell,  who  came  into  Scituate  at  the  same  time, 
were  both  related  to  John  Rogers,  the  martyr,  John  being  a 
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gi'und&on ;  but  this  tradition  needs  verification  before  being 
accepted  as  correct. 

Timothy  Sogers  was  among  the  first  of  that  name  we  find  in 
Marshfield.  He  was  b.  1690,  and  mar.  Lydia,  dau.  of  Israel 
Hatch,  of  "Two  Mile.**  She  was  b.  1699.  Their  son  I^^ad, 
b.  1722,  was  a  ship-builder.  He  mar.  Bethiah,  dau.  of  Samuel 
and  llcbecca  (Ilowland)  Thomas,  Dec.  31,  1747,  and  they  took 
up  their  abode  near  Gravelly  Beacli,  in  the  third  house  from  the 
river.  Thoir  cluldrcu  wore:  1.  Isniel,  b.  Feb.  2,  1748-9; 
mur.  Hannah  liogers.  2.  Natlianlel,  b.  Sept.  1,  1750;  mar. 
BethijJi  Clift.  3.  Thomas,  b.  June  8,  1752.  4.  Asa,  b.  May 
15,  1754.  5.  Abijah,  b.  June  24, 1756.  6.  Araunah,  b.  Nov. 
5,  1758  ;  mar.  Deborah  Davis.  7.  Bethiali,  b.  Feb.  24, 1761  -^ 
mar.  Anthony  E.  Hatch.  8.  Howland,  b.  Sept.  3, 1763  ;  mar. 
Hannah  Davis.  9.  Ilc*J)ekah,  b.  Dec.  3,  1706;  mar.  Ichabod 
Hatch  in  1794.  10.  Samuel,  b.  April  27,  1769.  11.  Mercy, 
b.  Nov.  11,  1772 ;  mar.  Ichabod  Hatch  in  1830. 

CT^  /b  Sr.,  (3)  b.  1752,  son  of  Is- 

y'^^^^^'^'^^       /2-i^«-^^rael;  mar.,  Aug.  14,  1781, 

^  Agatha  (orEggatha),  dau. 

of  •* Miller  Ben"  Hatch,  whose  thirteen  sons  and  daughters 
were  ancestors  of  many  of  tlie  present  llogcrs  and  Hatch  fam- 
ilies. Thonuis  liogers  built  in  Cohasset  as  late  as  1819,  in  which 
year  ho  built  there  the  sch.  "Young  Janios,"  66  tons  burthen, 
lor  .lauK^s  Collior  and  Ahnilmni  Hall.  lOggaMia,  wife  of 
TliouKis,  wjis  b.  June  14,  1762.  Thomas  built  a  house,  which 
he  occupied,  on  Cornhill  avenue,  near  Mrs.  Hannah  Baker's. 
It  was  burned  several  years  ago.     He  had  children  : 

the  ship-build- 

i.   ^JA^^yrM4^      .-->7^^Wrr7r      17  82;    mar., 

W      /y  Sopt.15,1803, 

^        C^  Lavinia  Soule, 

who  was  b.  Jan.  21,  1784.  By  her  he  had  one  dau.,  Jane  S., 
b.  May  15,  1804,  who  mar.  Dea.  Hiram  Oakman,  and  is  now 
living,  the  venerable  mother  of  Col.  IIii*am  A.  Oakman,  H.  P. 
Onkinnn  of  Noponsct,  Olis  B.  and  Nathan  S.  Oakman  of  North 
Ilniiover  (who  mar.  two  Brooks  sisters), and  Mrs.  Henry Abiel 
Turner  of  Norwell.  Tlioma^  fii-st  wife  d.  May  19,  1805,  and 
he  mar.,  2nd,  Mary  (or  Polly)  Clift,  Nov.  28,  1806.  She  waa 
b.  Nov.  14,  1787.     By  her  he  had  four  daughters  :     Judith  C.^ 
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b.  Feb.  23,  1820,  who  mar.  Adia  P.  Wilde,  and  left  one  or 
more  descendants.  Mary  A.,  b.  July  17,  1822.  Lavinia,  b. 
Aug.  9,  1825 ;  mar.  John  L.  Clapp.  They  have  one  child, 
Elton  ]J.  Clapp,  now  living  in  East  Mai*8hficld.  l^thiali  O., 
the  youngest  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Ilogoi*s,  b.  April  21), 
1827,  is  now  living  in  E:ist  Marshlichl,  unmarried.  2.  Maii- 
TiN,  b.  April  13,  1784;  mar.  Samh  (Jrinncll  of  lk)lfast.  Me. 
3.  Phillips,  b.  March  14, 1787,  a  ship-carpenter;  mar.  Judith 
Smith,  of  Duxbury,  and  removed  to  Medford.  4.  Agatha,  b. 
July  25,  1795 ;  mar.  Nathan  Williamson.  5.  IIo^vland,  b. 
Jan.  18,  1797,  a  ship-carpenter;  mar.  Philenda,  dau.  of  Capt. 
Nathaniel  Clift.  lie  succeeded  to  his  father's  estate,  but  aftt^r- 
ward  sold  it,  and  lived  upon  his  wife's  place  on  Clift,  now 
Spring  street,  Marshiield.  He  had  four  children :  1.  Wales 
AJlen,   who   mar.    Sarah   A.,   dau.    of   Capt.   Wales   Tilden. 

2.  George  Rowland,  who  mar.  Eunice  Ann,  dau.  of  Abijah 
Rogers ;  and  they  had  one  son,  George  Calvin,  who  mar.  Eve- 
line, dau.  of  Edwin  Curtis,  and  now  lives  in  East  ATarshfield. 

3.  Nathaniel  Clift;  and  4,  Philenda  Adeline.  6.  Wauuen, 
b.  Oct.  9,  1804 ;  mar.,  and  removed  to  Lynn,  Mass.,  where  he 
has  one  son,  Henry  Warren,  who  is  mar.,  and  has  two  sons  and 
one  daughter. 

Asa  Rogers  (4),  the  ship-builder,  b.  1754,  the  fourth  child 
of  Israel,  the  pioneer  ship-builder,  mar.,  Dec.  13,  1781,  Abiah, 
dau.  of  Edward  Oakman,  and  lived  on  Cornhill  avenue,  where 
some  of  their  grandchildren  now  reside.  They  had  ten  chil- 
dren :  1,  AniAii,  1).  Sept.  7,  1783.  2.  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  9, 
1785  ;  mar.  a  Mr.  Pniit  of  Boston.  .?.  Asa,  Ju.,  b.  Juno  21 , 
1787;  d.  1851.  He  mar.  Ituth,  dau.  of  Zaccheus  and  llulh 
(Oakman)  llogers,  and  succeeded  to  the  homestead;  and  had 
the  following  ten  children,  most  of  whom  settled  in  Marshfield  : 
Kuth  L.,  b.  Aug.  5,  1813  ;  d.  Jan.  2,  1818.  Martha,  b.  Nov. 
22,  1815;  mar.,  1st,  a  Mr.  Studley;  2nd,  a  Mr.  Day.  Be- 
thiah,  b.  Aug.  25,  1817;  mar.  N.  J.  Damon.  Ruth  L.,  the 
second,  b.  Dec.  (>,  1818 ;  unmarried.  AugusUi,  b.  Sept.  28, 
1820 ;  mar.  Edwin  Curtis.  Louisa  Forbes,  b.  May  18,  1823  ; 
unmarried.  William,  b.  Jan.  21,1825;  unmarried.  Edwin 
Thomas,  b.  Oct.  1,  1826;  mar.  Almaria  Covell.  Ann  Caro- 
line, b.  July  27,  1829  ;  mar.  James  Lambeit.  Mercy,  b.  Feb. 
3,  1831 ;  d.  Feb.  20,  1834.  4.  Tebipekance,  the  fourth  child 
of  Asa,  Sr.,  the  ship-builder,  b.  Oct.  12,  1788 ;  d.  in  Maiden, 
unmarried,     5.  Amos,  b.  Feb.  24,  1791 ;  mar.  and  had  sons : 
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John,  who  went  to  Warren,  Me.,  and  Josephus,  a  sliip-builder 
of  Bath,  Me.,  where  his  children  and  grandchildren  have  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business.  6.  Betiiiah,  1).  May  2/),  1792;  mar. 
Wm.  Sniitli,  who  kept  the  well  known  "Ilalf-Way  House  ^  at 
West  Scituate  (now  Norwell) ,  on  the  road  from  Plymouth  to 
Boston.  They  removed  to  Bedford.  7.  Alice,  b.  Sept.  19, 
1793 ;  mar.  a  Mr.  Turner,  of  Boston,  and  had  a  son,  Henry, 
with  whom  she  lived  in  Maiden  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
8.  EnwAun,  and  .9.  Henry,  twins,  b.  Aug.  23, 179(».  Edward 
rosiihul  at  South  IloHton,  wlicro  ho  was  at  ouo  tinio  in  partner- 
ship willi  his  brother  Henry,  who  w.*is  u  msister  sliip-builder  at 
South  Boston  and  at  Mcdford.  Henry  was  also  for  some  time 
Quai-tennaster  in  the  Gharlestown  Navy  Yard.  10.  Thomas, 
b.  July  21,  1802 ;  mar.,  in  1826,  Jane,  dau.  of  Elisha  Tilden, 
and  removed  to  ISfedford,  where  they  died,  leaving  tliree  daugh- 
ters, who  have  lU^sccndants. 

Samuel  (10),  who  built  at  Gravelly  Beach,  and  lived  where 
Benjamin  White  now  resides,  was  b.  1769,  the  tenth  child  of 
Israel.  He  mar.  Mary  Rogers,  who  was  b.  May  3,  1772.  He 
d.  Aug.  2,  1832 ;  she  d.  Feb.  20,  1812.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren :  1.  RACiiEii  CiAFTy  b.  Feb.  8, 1784.  2.  Maiua,  b.  Jan. 
23,  1800.  3.  Alfred,  b.  Sept.  1,  1803,  who  has  two  sons 
residing  in  Boston :  1.  Samuel,  who  mar.,  and  has  a  son  Wil- 
liam F.  2.  William  A.,  who  mar.,  and  has  two  daughters, 
Ilattie  B.,  and  (jnice.  4.  Zadoo,  b,  March  23, 1810.  6.  Sam- 
uel, Ju.,  b.  Feb.  5,  1814 ;  d.  Aug.  12,  1817.  6.  Kaciiel  W., 
b.  June  12,  1818 ;  d.  Dec.  20,  1853. 

Of  the  Little  Bridge  family,  Peleg  Rogers  mar.  Hannah 
Stevens  in  1754,  and  had  several  children.  Among  them  was 
Pelcfj  liofjcrs^  Jr.,  the  Hhi|)-buildcr,  who  mar.  Joininia  Eames 
in  1*784.  They  had  children:  1.  Peleg,  b.  1785.  2.  Jede- 
diah,  b.  1788.  (3.  Isaac,  who  mar.  Hannah  Ford,  and  resided 
at  the  homeste:id,  near  Little's  Bridge?)  4.  Natlian,  b.  1793  ; 
d.  young.  5.  Salome,  b.  1794 ;  d.  1882,  unmarried.  6. 
Arthur,  b.  1798,  a  ship-carpenter;  mar.  Sarah  F.  Lapham,and 
(1.  at  East  l\farshfield,  leaving  descendants.  7.  Isaiah,  b.  1800  ; 
mar.  Emily  Tobey.  He  was  a  somewhat  noted  architect  in 
New  York.  He  came  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead, 
and  sold  it  to  its  present  owner,  Amos  F.  Damon.  8.  Laura, 
b.  1802;  mar.  Thaddeus  Wheeler.  9.  Jotham ;  mar.  Louisa 
Bowker,  of  Bowker  street.    South   Scituate.     10.  Alden,  b^ 
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1807  ;  mar.  Adeline  Humphrey,  and  resided  at  Seaview,  Marsh- 
iield.  He  had  quite  a  large  family.  One  daughter  mar.  Amos 
F.  Damon.  11.  Susan  D.,  mar.  Isaac  Ewell,  and  resides  in 
Medford.  12.  Amos ;  was  killed  by  an  accident  in  New  York 
'City,  soon  after  his  marriage,  while  working  with  his  brother 
Isaiah. 

Peleg  and  Hannah  Stevens  Rogers  had  a  son  Nathaniel,  b. 
Aug.  6,  1757,  (who  mar.  Hannah  Ford,  of  Duxbury?).  He 
lived  **up  the  hill,**  in  the  house  next  south  of  Isaac  Rogers. 

Samuel,  Jr.,  and  Experience  (Thomas)  Rogers  had  a  son, 
•Simeon,  b.  1737,  who  mar.  Maiy  Clift;  by  her  he  hiul  a  son, 
Xuther,  b.  Aug.  21,  1778,  who  became  a  mjister  8hi|>builder. 
Luther  mar.,  in  1802,  Abigail  L.  Tilden,  and  lived  in  a  large 
house,  on  a  coi*ner,  at  East  Marshfield  village,  which  he  built 
for  a  hotel.  It  is  now  owned  by  his  son,  Alvin,  who  resides  in 
Quincy.  Of  his  other  sons,  Clift  mar.  a  Quincy  lady,  where 
bo  was  in  the  tannery  business  for  many  yeai's.  Ho  now  1*0- 
sides  in  East  Marshfield ;  no  children.  Wales  was  a  black- 
smith in  East  Marahficld,  until  succeeded  by  his  son,  Mar- 
cellus  W.  He  has  one  other  son,  James  L. ,  and  four  daughters, 
all  married.  Avery  resides  in  East  Marshfield,  and  has  a  son, 
Alfred,  in  South  Boston.  Luther,  Jr.,  was  a  merchant  at  East 
Marshfield  for  many  years.  He  mar.  Lydia  Clift,  and  they 
have  had  children:  John  L,,  b.  1836.  Henry  C,  b.  1839 
(who  write  their  name  "Rodgei's,"  and  both  of  whom  are  mem- 
bers of  the  well  known  Icatlier  firm  in  iloston).  Herberl.,  b. 
1845  ;  resides  in  (Quincy,  and  does  business  in  Boston.  Mary 
L.,  b.  1850;  is  married. 

built  in  Marshfield,  as  early  as  1792, 

I  the  sch.    "PERSIS,''  90  tons,  of 

J[ ^  ztj  Marshfield  ;  Amos  Rogers,  owner. 

yPlyyti     /u#^C*JIIe  built,  in  1794,  the  sch.  ^NEP- 

.^  f  f  y      /       ^  TUNE,"  114  tons,  of  Marshfield; 

/  Amos  Rogtns,  owner.     In  1790,  ho 

built  the  sch.  "SALLY,"  96  tons,  for  Thomas  Lewis,  Sr.  and 
Jr.,  and  Joshua  Ellis  of  Boston.  The  last  vessel  registered  as 
having  been  built  by  him  was  in  1798,  the  sch.  "CONCLU- 
SION," 109  tons,  of  Boston,  afterward  of  Castine,  Me.  ;  Amos 
Rogers,  builder,  of  Marshfield. 

Prince  Hatch  built  in  Marshfield  in  1801,  at  Capt.  Joseph 
Hunt's  ship-yard,  which  was  probably  located   on  the  South 


y^ 


a-aJ^^'^; 


n 


,V 


^jTJUWnl>.V/ 


"flu^ 


\li' 


ai>joi>«' 


Mir  or  MjLaanriiLD,  A.D.  179i. 


VESSELS  BUILT  BY  JOSEPH  ROOEBS.  207 


-a 


KiveTy  a  scfu)oner  for  Gorham  Lovell  of  Yarmoutli,  and  Zenas 
Gage  and  Abner  W.  Lovell  of  Barnstable. 

a    Quaker,   built    in 
^  Af#^  y  Marshfield,  in  1794, 
Kf-^^f  the  brig*' SISTERS,'' 
^  83  tons,   of  Boston. 

In  1795,  the  sch.  "BETSEY,"  121  tons,  owned  by  Samuel 
Truant,  Joseph  and  James  Rogers,  at  Marshfield ;  also  in  1795, 
the  sch.  **  ELIZA,''  lOfJ  tons,  of  Boston.  Probably  foundered 
at  Hoa  in  1807.  Shcilickl,  in  his  book  on  **Coumicrce,"  pub- 
lished in  1783,  says  that  ''In  New  England,  ship-builders  build 
many  vessels  for  sale ;  most  of  them  are  bought  in  Great 
Britain."  He  says  that  an  English  contractor  paid  in  New 
England  ^  £75  sterling  for  a  mast  of  33  in.  diameter."  In  some 
old  newspapers  are  found  the  following  items  of  interest  to 
Marshfield  i)eoi)le.     From  the  New  England  Weekly  Journal: 

'*  On  or  al>oiit  ilio  23<1  of  Fobrnary,  1728,  Capt.  Bas8,  in  a  fnio  large  ship 
bcloumng  to  Hoston,  coming  from  tho  Bay  of  Honduras,  run  asliore  on  or 
near  Marshfield  Beach,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  got  off,  though  most  of  the 
cargo  will  be  saved." 

From  the  Massachusetts  Oazette  and  Boston  Weekly  Ifews^ 
Letter: 

•'  On  Wo<lnosday  lost/'  (Thursday,  April  10,  1706.)  •*  the  Rov.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Slinw  was  ordained  to  the  Pastoral  care  of  tho  Church  at  Mansfield 
(or  Marshfield).** 

••  Last  Sunday  "  (Thursday,  Nov.  22, 1770,)  ••  was  married,  at  the  church 
in  Marshfield,  by  the  Hev.  Mr.  Thompson,  Pelham  Winslow,  £s^.,  of  Ply- 
mouth, Barrister-at-Law^,  and  eldest  son  of  the  Hon.  Gen.  Wmslow,  of 
Marshfield,  to  Miss  Joanna  White  of  that  town ;  a  lady  possessed  of  vir- 
tues and  accomplishments  which  tend  to  render  marriage  not  only  agreea- 
ble but  honorable.** 

From  Boston  Evening  Post^  July  20,  1772  : 

'*  Died,  at  Marshfield,  John  Gooch,  Esq.,  late  of  this  town  (Boston).** 

From  Boston  Evening  Post,  Dec.  7,  1772  : 

**Died,  at  Marshfield,  Mrs.  Maiy  Winslow,  consort  of  the  Hon.  Gen. 
Winslow.** 

From  Boston  GazcUe  tC  Country  Journal. 

«'  April  26,  1774,  Died  at  Scltuate,  Gen.  Winslow.** 

Martin  Rogers,  one  of  the  old  ship  caipenters,  boarded  at 
one  time  with  a  Mr.  Phillips.     The  sameness  of  the  table  made 


Gravelly    lk'a<;h    from 
^^,^^^1794   until    1803   and 
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tbcm  wish  for  a  change,  so  one  day  when  Mr.  Phill]])s  invited 
Mr.  Rogers  to  ask  the  blessing  at  the  table  he  said,  '^Dear 
Lord,  by  the  means  of  beef  and  beans  are  our  lives  preserved. 
Wo  thank  God  wo  are  not  starved."  Isniel  Itogei-s  built  many 
vessels  at  Gravelly  Beach  prior  to  1790. 

y^  ^^  son  of  Israel,  built  at 

L^^D    ^^^^f^^^   y     possibly      later.      He 
^"^  -^^  built     in     1794     the 

sch.  •*  FEDERAL 
GEORGE,**  103  tons, 
of  Mai*shfield.  Isaac  "Wmslow,  owner.  During  the  six  months 
ending  July  27, 1796,  he  built  the  snow  "PACIFIC  TR  i.DER," 
141  tons,  for  Martin  Bicker  &  Son  of  Boston.  She  had  two 
decks,  three  masts,  was  53  ft.  long,  21  ft.  broad,  and  10  ft;, 
deep.  A  snow  was  a  vessel  equij)j)ed  with  two  or  three  masts 
rcHcinbling  a  main  and  foremast  of  a  .shi[)  and  three  small  masts 
abaft  the  mainmast  carrying  a  trysail.  They  were  much  used 
in  the  merchant  service  during  the  Revolution.  There  was 
built  at  Gravelly  Beach  by  Asa  Rogers  in  1790  the  sch. 
**  THREE  FRIENDS,**  32  tons,  Joseph  Hunt  of  Marshfield, 
owner,  and  in  1798  the  sch.  '*LUCY,"  39  tons,  Jesse  Dunbar 
and  Asa  Vinal  of  Scituate,  owners.  In  1799  the  sch.  "CAM- 
ERON," 98  tons,  of  Boston,  was  built  at  Marshfield  by  Asa 
Rogers,  shipbuilder.  In  1801  he  built  the  sch.  '*FOUR 
FRIENDS,*' 75  tons  of  Tlymouth.  The  Inst  vessel  wo  have 
found  recorded  as  having  been  built  by  him  wjis  one  he  built  in 
Scilunte,  but  at  whnt  yurd  is  not  known.  Tliis  wns  in  1S()3  the 
sch.  "  MORNING  STAR,"  82  tons.  Owners,  Jesse  Dunbar,  Asa 
Vinal  and  Eli  Curtis  of  Scituate.  Built  at  Scituate,  Asa  Rogers 
M.  C.  In  1799  he  built  his  second  schooner  named  *^  Federal 
George,*'  8(5  tons,  for  George  Keith,  Jr.,  of  Mai*shfield.  This 
vessel  he  built  at "  Keith's  Building  Yard,"  on  South  River, 
lie  used  to  walk  to  Boston  aflt'r  setting  his  nu^n  to  work  in  the 
yard  and  walk  back  in  time  to  discharge  them  at  night,  lie 
has  also  been  known  to  walk  to  Medford  Saturday  night  and 
leavmg  there  Monday  morning  arrive  in  Marshfield  in  time  to 
go  into  the  yard  with  the  men  ;  and  the  ship  carpenters  began 
work  soon  after  sun  rise  in  those  days.  Asa's  son  Edwin  T. 
Rogers,  (who  has  furnished  the  author  much  information  and  is 
now  living  at  Marshfield  Two-Mile,)  used  to  say  he  wished  he 
could  live  to  see  the  day  that  there  would  be  no  shipbuilding  on 
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North  River.  His  reasons  were  because  he  had  to  take  his 
fathei'^s  dinners  across  the  meadow  where  the  water  was  some- 
times nearly  up  to  his  waist  and  in  tlio  winter  the  snow  was 
very  deep  and  often  sUishy.  Edwin  T.  Itoj^ers  was  a  ship 
cjiq)entcr  for  many  years.  There  is  a  tradition  in  the  Rogers 
family  tliat  Asa,  Jr.,  with  Amos  and  possibly  Samuel,  built  at 
Gravelly  Beach  the  ^^  Hornet^  the  war  vessel  which  became 
celebi-atcd  during  our  last  war  with  England.  Tnidition  also 
says  that  this  vessel  wjis  lost  during  the  Mexie^in  war,  lieing 
sunk  by  the  enemy, and  (lint  William  Henry  Rogers, a  p:istmid- 
8hi])man,  swam  five  miles  to  land.  Inst<;ad  of  the  U.  S.  man-of- 
war,  "Hornet,"  the  vessel  built  here  was  undoubtedly  a  priva- 
teer of  the  same  name. 

Benj.  Jiogers^  who  was  either  agent  or  captain  of  the  sloop 
•'Albion,"  in  1823,  w?us  brother  of  Isaiah  and  lived  in  Marsh- 
lield  where  Clillord  Rogers,  his  grandson  now  resides.  St(»,{)hen 
Rogers,  a  Quaker,  and  a  prominent  man  of  his  day,  lived  in  the 
RIock-housc,  Marshficld,  where  II.  W.  Melson,  Esq.,  now 
resides.  Marshfield  has  always  been  famous  for  the  fires  that 
have  occuiTed  within  its  borders.  The  following  is  found  in 
an  early  number  of  the  JVew  England  Weekly  Journal. 

"On  Wednesday  last  the  24,  current"  (May  1727)  «*two  bouses  were 
burnt  at  Marshfield  standing  several  rods  distant  from  one  another.  It 
seems  that  in  the  house  whore  llio  fire  began  a  young  man  had  in  the  after 
noon  of  the  foregoing  day  been  combing  wool,  and  havine  occasion  to  put 
some  coals  into  his  comb-pot,  a  small  one  liappened  to  fall  into  a  chink  of 
the  lloor,  wliicli  lio  espying,  poured  into  Ihu  phico  almost  a  pail  of  water, 
and  concluding  that  the  firo  was  utterly  extinguished  took  no  further  notice 
of  it ;  but  about  two  hours  before  day  the  woman  of  the  house  awaking, 
perceiving  the  house  to  bo  on  fire,  she  immediately  called  up  her  chil- 
dren, who  had  not  time  to  dress  themselves  but  were  £:lad  to  escape  with- 
out Uieir  clothes.  There  was  an  aged  man  in  the  house  (the  woman^s 
father)  whom  they  had  much  ado  to  get  out.  The  substance  of  what  was 
saved  out  of  the  ilauies  was  a  few  beds  and  some  pewter.** 

Tlio  following  is  taken  from  the  Boston  Chronicle  for  1768, 
(Ai)ril  18-25)  : 

'*  We  hear  from  Marshfield  that  last  week  a  farmer  in  that  place  burning 
some  brush  on  his  land  during  a  high  wind,  the  flames  spread  and  set  the 
woods  and  fences  on  fire  for  near  three  miles,  greatly  to  the  damage  of  the 
people  in  that  place.** 

Tliere  used  to  be  a  young  man  who  came  down  to  one  of  the 
yards  to  see  the  ship  cjirpentcrs  and  who  was  not  called  very 
bright.  One  day  he  was  telling  about  a  great  fire  in  Marsh- 
field woods,  when  he  said  what  grieved  him  most  was  to  see 
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ihe  poor  little  rabbits  running  out  of  tlie  woods  with  their  tails 
burned  off. 

Samuel  Rogers^  who  lived  in  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Benjamin  White  at  Gravelly  IVe:ich,  built  at  Gravelly  Iteacli, 
also  at  Ilanovcr  and  in  the  Brick-Kiln  Yard,  Pembroke,  and 
Wanton  Yard,  Scituate.  He  was  at  one  time  in  partnership 
with  the  Fosters.  He  built  in  Scituate  in  1817,  the  sip. 
''NANCY,*'  75  tons,  of  Scituate.  Owners,  Jonathan  Stetson, 
Chandler  Sampson,  Stephen  and  Luther  Kogers,  and  Asa 
Sherman,  of  Marshfield,  and  Elias  Magoun,  Pembroke,  and 
ElishaFoster,  Jr.,  Scituate.  Built  probably  at  Foster's  Yard.  AVe 
have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  names  or  histories  of  any 
vessels  built  by  him  in  Marshfield,  though  there  are  quite  a 
number  of  models  in  existence  of  vessels  he  built  at  Gravelly 
Beach. 

Capt.  llunnas  Itogern^  Jr.y  brother  of  Samuel,  and  son  of 
Thomas,  lived  at  the  hciul  of  the  lane  that  lo4ids  up  fn>ni  Gniv- 
•eily  Beach.  lie  was  a  liner,  that  is,  he  lined  for  planking  ves- 
sels, which  took  great  skill.  He  also  worked  in  Medford,  in 
lk>ston,  and  on  Campobello  Island,  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  He 
built,  in  1820,  the  sch.  '^liACHEL,"  59  tons,  of  Marshfield. 

DISTRICT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Surveyor's  Office,  Port  of  Hanover. 

I  do  Certify  that  the  schooner  named  the  Rachel  of  Marshfield  is  amori- 
can  l)uiH  that  slie  h;is  one  deck  two  masts  her  length  is  fifty  seven  feet 
Eight  Inches  her  Bredlh  is  sixtiien  feet  bix  i  inches  her  deblh  seven  feet 
two  i  Inches  and  measures  fifty  nine  ton  6G-05  has  a  square  stem  has  no 
Galleries  &  no  head  (and  that  her  name  and  the  name  of  the  port  to  which 
she  belongs  are  painted  on  the  stern  in  the  manner  required  by  the  third 
seotion  of  the  Act  fur  registering  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States) 

Given  under  my  hana  at  Hanover  aforesaid  this  third  day  of  May  one 
thousand  Eight  hundred  &  twenty. 


Surveyor, 
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We  Constant  F.  Oakinan,  Samuol  Joyce,  Samuel  Joyce  Jr.  James  Keith, 
Samuel  Oakman,  Hatch  Oakman,  John  Jones,  Joseph  Cllft,  Jr.  owners  of 
the  aforesaid  schooner  do  agree  to  the  foregoing  description  and  measure- 
ment. 


Ttctn 


J-^^  <?d;^i^ 


Nathaniel  Rogers^  Jr.^  built  in  Mni*shficld,  probably  at  Lit- 
tle's Bridge,  in  1794,  the  sch.  "ELIZA,"  98  tons,  of  Boston. 
Tlie  following  is  a  copy  of  the  certilicate  of  the  "Eliza,"  signed 
by  Mr.  Rogera,  which  was  not  written  by  him,  but  by  the  Jus- 
tice before  whom  he  signed  : 

**  these  may  sartyii  that  I  built  the  schoner  Called  the  Eliza  in  marshfield 
in  the  County  of  plyoutli  Snid  Schoner  Layed  at  mr.  John  hanes  worf  in 
Charlstown  on  Uic  Last  Criinsis  day  wliicli  liad  her  foremast  taken  out  by 
llcaiscn  of  her  for  mast  bcin^  Sprong  on  her  payeseg  from  marshfield  to 
Charlstown  the  Said  Schoner  is  now  oncd  bv  mr.  Samuel  Toby  of  Charls- 
town the  said  schoner  is  Singel  deak  with  a  llound  stern. 


c/)/^M^^cm£    ^*^^^f^99  '' 


marshfield  13  Jenuary  1795.^* 

As  has  been  previously  stated,  before  Little's  Bridge  was 
built  there  was  a  ship-yard  located  on  the  site  of  the  present 
abutments  of  the  bridge,  on  the  Marshfield  side.     This  yard 
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was  occupied  by  Peleg,  father  of  Isaiah  Rogers,  and  by  others 
of  the  Rogers  family.  It  was  not  far  above  the  CaiTcr  &  Tay- 
lor Yard.  Peleg  Rogers  set  out  the  large  tree  now  stsmding 
near  the  bridge.  He  is  said  to  have  made  the  firat  model  of  a 
certain  style  of  vessel  that  was  ever  made. 

built  at  Little's 
Bridge,  in  1795, 
the  ship  '^ARGO," 
221  tonSf  of  Bos- 
ton; owners,  Albert  Smith,  of  Hanover,  and  others.  The 
**  Argo**  was  a  double  decker  with  three  masts,  66  feet  keel,  24 
feet  beam,  15  feet  depth  of  hold.  This  was  probably  the  ves- 
sel referred  to  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Stephen  Gorman,  or 
Gorham,  Boston,  and  dated  at  Hanover,  March  10th,  1795. 
The  writer  says : 

'*  Mr.  Rog^ers  has  met  with  some  difficulty  in  procuring  a  few 
particular  sticks  of  timber.  I  have  urged  him  to  hasten  your  ship, 
and  not  scant  her  in  depth  of  hold.  She  will  be  so  good  a  vessel 
that  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  have  the  rigging  of  the 
best  quality." 

There  was  built  here,  in  1798,  by  the  Rogers',  the  sch. 
*•  REINDEER,"  20  tons  ;  ownei-s,  .Tedediah  and  Luther  Little, 
at  Marshfield.  In  1800,  the  brig't'n  "  GEORGE  WASHING- 
TON," 131  tons,  of  Boston,  was  built  at  Marshfield  by  Peleg 
Rogers,  sliii>-buildcr.  This  vessel  wiis  hiter  sold  to  Nantiutkol, 
and  used  in  the  wine  tnide.  Jn  t8 18,  sho  lellb  the  Azores  full 
of  wine,  but  nevor  was  Jicard  of  after.  P(».l(^fjj  l{x)}i;ers  built,  in 
1800,  the  sch.  "RUBY,"  28  tons;  owned  by  Daniel,  Timothy, 
Nathaniel,  Isaac,  and  Peleg  Rogei's,  Marshfield.  She  was  after- 
ward sold  to  Provincetown.  The  last  vessel  we  have  found 
recorded  as  having  been  built  by  Peleg  Rogers,  Jr.,  was  the 
sch.  "  Trials**  94  tons,  which  he  built  at  Deer  Island,  in  the 
Harbor  of  Boston,  in  1804,  for  Joseph  Hunt  of  Mai*shfield. 

Thomas  Rogers^  *Jr,^  was  master  carpenter,  in  1819,  of  the 
packet  sloop  **  ABIGAIL  LITTLE,"  20  tons,  built  and  owned 
by  Luther  Rogers,  at  East  Marshfield  village.  This  vessel  was 
built  on  land  near  the  house  of  Luther  Rogers.  Fanning  was 
rather  dull,  and  Mr.  Rogei-s  found  that  he  could  make  more  by 
building  vessels  on  his  farm  than  in  raising  vegetables.  Ho 
took  this  vessel  to  the  river  at  Little's  Bridge,  in  the  winter 
time,  on  sleds,  and  launched  her  on  the  ice.     She  was  run  as  a 
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packet  between  Boston  and  North  River  for  a  time,  but  was 
afterward  sold  to  Chelsea.  It  has  been  stated  to  the  author 
that  Luther  Rogers  also  built  the  sloop  ^  TRADER,"  on  land 
Inick  of  where  Alvin  Rogera  lived  ;  but  no  records  have  been 
found  to  i)rove  the  fact.  It  is  said  this  vessel  was  swung  on 
sets  of  wheels,  which  were  drawn  by  oxen  to  Little's  Bridge, 
where  she  was  launched,  and  that  she  was  afterwai*d  converted 
into  a  steam  vessel,  and  sold  down  East.  Luther  Rogers  built 
two  or  throe  small  vessels  at  his  home  place,  and  conveyed 
tlioni  U)  the  river.  One  wjis  jnadc  jih  nn  o\Hm  "guiululow,"  or 
scow,  and  aflerward  lougthcnedi  covered  iu,  and  made  into  the 
packet  "PICO,"  • 


*  See  Chapter  on  North  Rirer  Pilots. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


WANTON  YARD.— 1 670- 1 840. 

EDWARD  WANTON,  ROBERT  BARKER,  EBENEZER  STETSON,  SNOW 
STUTSON,  BENJAMIN  DELANO,  WILLIAM  DELANO,  SAMUEL 
HARTT,  WILLIAM  II.  DELANO,  BENJAMIN  F.  DELANO,  JOSEPH 
CLAPP,  ELISIIA  FOSTER,  ELISIIA  FOSTER,  JR.,  SETII  FOSTER, 
SAMUEL  FOSTER,  WALTER  FOSTER,  SAMUEL  ROGERS,  ELIJAH 
BROOKS,  J.  TURNER  FOSTER,  CU^IMINGS  LITCHFIELD,  JAMES 
S.   BURRILL. 


nPHE  Wanton  Yard  was  on  the  old  Wanton  estate,  located  on 
•*-  the  Scituate  side  of  North  River,  a  little  east  of,  or  below, 
the  present  residence  of  Samuel  C.  Cud  worth,  Esq.  The  old 
yard  was  later  divided  by  a  wall,  thus  making  two  yards,  which 
were  used  separately  during  the  hist  century  and  (ho  curly  ])art 
of  this.  Kdward  Wanton  began  ship-lMiilding  here,  probiibly, 
as  early  as  1070,  and  vessels  are  rcc'ordcMl  as  having  bcc^n  built 
by  him  as  late  as  1707.  Tradition  says  he  came  from  London. 
lie  appeared  in  Boston  before  1658,  and  in  1659-61  assisted  at 
the  execution  of  Quakers.  He  soon  became  deeply  sensible  of 
the  cruelty,  injustice,  and  impolicy  of  these  measures,  and  was 
greatly  moved  by  the  firmness  with  which  they  met  death,  and 
won  by  tlurir  addresses  bctore  their  execution,  lie  finally  re- 
turned to  his  house,  alitor  one  of  tht^se  executions,  snying, 
''Alas!  mother,  we  have  been  murdering  the  Lord's  people." 
He  took  off  his  sword,  with  a  solemn  vow  never  to  wear  it 
again.  From  this  time,  he  conversed  at  every  opportunity  with 
the  Friends,  and  soon  resolved  to  become  a  public  teacher  of 
their  faith.  In  IfitJl,  he  purchased  a  fann  of  eighty  acres  of 
William  Parker,  in  Scituate,  a  little  below  Till's,  or  Dwelley's 
Creek,  where  the  river  sweeps  so  grandly  through  the  upland. 
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Here  he  conducted  the  business  of  ship-building.  His  house 
stood  near  tlie  bank  of  the  river,  on  land  afterward  improved 
as  part  of  the  ship-yard,  and  where  was  located  one  of  the  work- 
houses in  1830.  As  a  teaclier  of  Quakerii^m  he  was  quite  sue* 
cessful,  and  soon  gathered  a  lar^e  congregation,  and  won  many 
followers  from  tlie  prominent  families  of  the  town.  He  bad 
nothing  to  fear  now,  except  the  minor  persecutions,  as  corporal 
punishment,  in  this  connection,  was  forbidden  by  King  Charles 
about  KSdl.  In  1(178,  the  Society  l>ecamo  so  numerous  as  tp 
ncccsHit4ito  the  building  of  a  house  of  public  woi*8hip,  ami  a 
small  ])icce  of  land  was  purchased  that  year,  of  Ileniy  Ewell> 
and  a  house  erected.  This  was  located  on  the  site  of  the  garn 
den  of  the  late  Judge  William  Gushing.  Later,  another  house, 
of  worship  was  erected  on  the  Wanton  estjito.  This  house  isk 
now  in  Pembroke,  pai-t  of  it  having  been  removed,  and  now 
occni)ied  as  a  residence  by  Charles  Collamore.  The  remaindee 
is  still  used  by  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  worahip  there,  hav-t 
ing  at  the  i)rescnt  day  between  twenty  and  thirty  memlmiv^ 
Tradition  says  the  house  was  moved  from  the  old  Wanton  es- 
tate to  its  present  location,  via  North  liiver,  on  "gundalows..? 
One  of  the  many  persecutions  Wanton  and  his  followers  were 
subjected  to,  was,  in  '*  1(578  Edward  Wanton  (of  Scituate)  for 
disorderly  joining  himself  to  his  now  wife  in  marriage  in  a  way 
contrary  to  the  order  of  Government  is  fined  £!();"  and  no 
doubt  their  persecutoi*s,  if  allowed,  would  have  })unished  and 
toi'turcd  them  as  were  forgers  and  thieves,  an  instance  of  which 
is  given  below,  tjiken  from  an  early  paper : 

•« 
••  Wo  also  hear  from  New  London,  that  at  the  Superior  Court  Ilolden 
there  the  30th  of  March  last,  (1727)  one  William  Warkins  was  Tried  for 
Theft,  found  Guilty,  and  Sentenced  to  bo  Branded,  and  his  right  Ear  ctft 
ofT,  which  was  done  the  same  Day :  He  intended  to  have  had  his  Ear  put 
on  anjain,  but  bcinjr  unskilful  in  Surp:ery,  ho  kept  it  'till  it  was  dead,  thai 
it  was  altemplcd  in  vain  :  so  that  as  tho  poor  man  could  not  do  as  ho  would, 
ho  nmst  e'en  do  as  ho  can."— 2V*c  New  England  Wceldij  Journal, 

Edward  Wanton  died  Oct.  1(),  1716,  aged  85,  and  was  buried 
on  his  own  plantation,  on  a  rise  of  ground  below  the  ship-yard. 
Some  of  his  and  several  of  the  llogers  family  were  buried  here 
later,  and  the  land  probably  belongs  to  their  descendants ;  and 
though  it  has  been  trespassed  upon  by  vandals,  in  times  pjist, 
wo  hope  some  action  may  be  tiikeu  by  the  town,  ere  long,  to 
l)ro(c('t  it  hereafter.  Members  of  the  Wanton  family  are  also 
buried  in  the  "Old  First  Parish  Cemetery,"  opposite  School- 
house,   District  No.    6.     Deane  gives  some  interesting  and 
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amusing  anecdotes  about  the  Wanton's,  in  his  **  History  of 
Seituate,"  to  which  the  reader  is  refen*ed.  Edward  left  quite 
a  family.  William  and  John  were  invited  to  Court,  in  Eng- 
land, in  1702,  and  Queen  Anne  granted  an  addition  to  their 
coat-of-aiTTiH,  and  presented  to  each  a  silver  ])unch-l>owl  and 
snlvor  for  tlieir  during  and  succvssfid  capture  of  jiirnU*  and 
French  vessels  in  1694-1)7.  Undoubtedly,  the  vessels  the  Wan- 
tons used  in  their  captures  were  built  by  their  father,  on  the 
North  River.  The  Wanton  family  furnished  three  Governors 
for  Rhode  Island :  William,  son  of  Edward,  was  Governor 
during  1732  and  1733.  Gideon,  grandson  of  Edward,  was 
Governor  from  1747  to  1748;  and  William's  son,  Joseph, 
another  grandson  of  Edward,  was  chosen  Governor  in  17GJ), 
and  re-elected  for  six  consecutive  yeai*s.  Edward's  son  Joseph, 
father  of  Gideon,  removed  to  Tiverton  in  1688,  and  was  a  ship- 
builder at  "  the  narrows,  or  gut."  The  ministers  who  came 
lat^r  to  Scituate  undid  much  of  the  teaching  of  Edward  Wan- 
ton, and  few,  if  any  of  the  Quaker  sect  are  now  left  th<jr(».  One 
of  the  first  ministers  of  Scituate  wiis  the  Rev.  Natlil.  Eclls, 
who  preached  for  about  fifty  years  following  the  year  1702. 
Ue  is  desciibed  as  one  of  the  best  **  old-fauhioned  men  "  that 
ever  lived  in  town.  Later,  Dr.  Barnes  was  pastor  here.  He 
was  not  an  educated  man,  but  substantial,  and  knew  when  and 
how  to  make  a  good  point.  He  was  very  popular,  always  lis- 
tened to  by  large  audiences,  and  had  a  singular  way  of  speak- 
ing, starting  a  sentence  in  his  ordinary  tone  of  speech,  then 
dropping  his  voice  very  low  on  the  last  few  words,  lie  once 
undeilook  to  give  the  character  of  Joshua  of  old,  as  follows : 
**He  rose  gradually,  went  slowly,  but  at  what  period  he  arrived 
we  do  not  know."  Here  is  an  anecdote  they  used  to  tell  in  the 
ship-yards  about  Dr.  Barnes  :  Dr.  Barnes  said  he  "  ate  a  red 
herring  one  morning,  rode  all  day  in  the  rain,  and  came  home 
at  night  dry."  An  old  ship-carpenter,  in  attempting  to  toll  the 
story  after  him,  said,  "  Dr.  Barnes  ate  a  red  herring  in  the  morn- 
ing, rode  all  day  in  the  niin,  and  came  home  at  night  and  was 
not  wet."  Below  is  the  record  of  the  death  of  another  Scituate 
minister,  clipi)ed  from  an  old  paper : 

«*  Scituate.  (Mon.  Jan.  13,  1766)  Mr.  Elijah  Packard  (formerly  Minister 
at  Scituate)  was  frozen  to  death  in  walking  over  the  Neck  from  Kenne- 
bec k  to  Sheepscut.** — The  Boston  OazeUe  and  Country  Journal 

Also  an  account  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bourn  from  Tlie 
JSoston  Chronicle  for  17G3,  Aug.  8-15. 


.;f<'.^5!ssjfcir; 
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*'  Testerdav  died  at  Roxbury  of  a  paralitick  disorder,  under  which  he  had 
been  laiiguisning  8evei*al  years,  the  Kcv.  Shearjashub  Bourn,  who  for  a 
long  course  of  years  was  a  minister  in  the  first  parish  of  Scituate  and 
removed  from  thence  to  Roxbury  soon  after  his  lirst  indisposition  had  pre- 
veiilcd  liis  being  farther  useful  in  the  ministry."* 

Edward  Wanton  was  a  veiy  successful  ship  builder.  He 
built  many  vessels  for  Benjamin  Gallop  of  Boston.  For  three 
years,  at  least,  1700-01-02,  Robert  Barkei*  wjis  in  company 
with  him.  Roliert  Barker  was  son  of  Kobert  and  ancestor  of 
the  Pembroke  family  of  Barkers.  The  lirst  record  of  any  par- 
ticular vessel  being  built  here  was  for  Benjamin  Gallop  in  1G92, 
sip.  ** BLACKTIIORNE,''  30  tons,  Capt.  Holland;  owner, 
licnjamin  Gallop.  Later,  vessels  were  built  here  as  follows: 
16*)4,  sip.  "HOPEWELL,"  40  tons,  Capt.  Joseph  Vickars ; 
owner,  Benjamin  Gallop,  Boston.  1694,  bark  "MARTHA  & 
ELIZABETH,"  70  tons.  Owners,  llobcit  Howard,  Giles 
Dyer,  Merchants,  William  Eveilon,  Benjamin  Gallop,  William 
Wallis  and  Florence  Maccarty,  of  Boston.  Also  in  1694 
brigTn  "MARTHA  and  ELIZABETH,"  70  tons,  Capt.  John 
Hftlscy.  Owners,  Robert  Howard,  William  Evei'ton,  Benjamin 
Gallop,  William  Wallis,  Giles  Dyer  and  Florence  Maccarty, 
Boston.  In  1698,  sip.,  afterwards  brigVn  "BENJAMIN,** 
20  tons,  Capt.  William  Cole.  Owner  Benjamin  Gallop  of 
Boston.  In  1699  sip.  "  UNITY,"  30  tons,  built  at  Scituate, 
Benjamin  Gallop  of  IJoston,  owner.  Also  the  same  year,  1699, 
ship  "DOVE,"  100  tons.  Owners,  Capt.  John  Pullen,  John 
Foster,  Roboi't  Howard,  William  ICvcrton,  John  Hobby  and 
Benjamin  Gallop,  nil  of  Boston.  Also  the  same  year  1699, 
sip.  "HOPEWELL,"  30  tons,  built  at  Scituate.  Owners, 
Richard  Claton  of  St.  Cliristopher,  merchant,  Richard  Shute, 
Andrew  Belcher,  and  Mary  Edward,  widow,  of  Boston,  James 
Sawyer,  Gloucester,  and  Edward  Wanton  of  Scituate.  Capt. 
Richard  Shute. 

Robert  Barker  built  in  company  with  Edward  Wanton,  com- 
mencing about  1700,  when  they  built  the  brigTn  "  SARAH  & 
ISABELLA,"  50  tons.  Owners,  Capt.  Thomas  Tomlin,  Robert 
Wing,  William  Tilly  of  Boston,  Edward  Wanton  and  Robert 
Barker  of  Scituate.  Also  in  1700  brig't'n  "  HANNAH,"  60 
ions.  Owner,  lienjamin  (lallo)),  and  the  same  year,  1700,  sip. 
"MARY,"  20  tons,  Capt.  Joshua  Cornish.  Owners,  Benjamin 
Gallop,  Thomas  Thornton,  Boston,  and  Edward  Wanton  and 


•  See  Scituate  Harbor  Yards. 
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Robert  Barker  of  Scituate.  In  1701  sip.  **  MARGARET,**  20 
tons,  C!ai)t.  Benjamin  Thaxter.  Owner,  Benjamin  Gallop. 
Also  the  same  year  1701,  sip.  ''HOPEWELL,"  30  tons,  Capt. 
Jonathan  Hcnder.  Owners,  Benjamin  Grtillop,  Ifenjamin  Alfonl, 
A<1am  Winthrop,  Florence  Maccarty  and  James  Barry,  all  of 
Boston.  In  1702  the  brigVn  •*  ADVENTUUK,"  (50  tons,  Capt. 
John  Halsey.  Ownera,  Benjamin  Gallop  and  John  Devinc. 
Also  the  same  year,  1702,  brigVn  ''ADVENTURE,''  40  tons, 
built  at  Scituate.  0>vTiers,  Henry  Franklin,  Benjamin  Gallop, 
Florence  Maccailiy  and  John  Devin,  Boston,  and  also  the  srnne 
year,  1702,  sip.  "  EXPENDITURE,"  40  tons,  Capt.  Edward 
Lloyd.  Owners,  Thonuis  Peterson  and  Daniel  Zaohary,  of 
Boston,  and  E<lward  Wanton  and  llol)cit  linrker  of  Scituate. 
In  1705  brigYn  "  ENDEA VOR,'' 80  tons,  built  at  Scituate. 
Owner,  Benjamin  Gallop  of  Boston.  In  1706  sip.  "HOPE- 
WELL," 20  tons,  built  at  Scituate.  Owner,  Benj.  Gallop  of 
Boston.  In  1707  brig't'n  "  ADVENTURE,''  60  tons,  built  at 
Scituate.  Owner,  Benj.  Gallop,  of  Bostcm.  Also  the  same 
year  1707,  sip.  "MARY,"  20  tons,  built  at  Scituaic^  Owners, 
Tobias  Oakman  and  Joseph  Tilden  of  Mawhlield  and  Edward 
Wanton  of  Scituate.  Many  of  these  vessels  were  built  for 
privateers  and  used  as  such  during  the  French  War.  Nothing 
h:is  been  found  relative  to  the  vessels  built  later  by  the 
Wantons  as  most  of  the  records  of  ship  l)uilding  for  over  sixty 
years  following  are  missing.  The  above  therefore  is  only 
a  partial  list  of  vessels  Iniilt  at  this  yard  during  the  early  times. 
Edward  Wanton  like  :ill  of  ilie  well-to-do  citizens  of  his  day 
kept  slaves  and  in  following  the  history  of  Wanton,  there  is 
found  one  slave  that  gave  him  much  trouble,  by  continnally 
running  away.  Fii-st,  in  an  old  paper  there  appears  the  follow- 
ing: 

**  Ttim  away  from  liis  master  Edward  Wanton  of  Scitimto  s?np  carpenter 
tlic  2ii(l  of  tliis  iiist.  September.  A  mulallo  man  Servant  named  l)aniel 
about  V.I  years  of  a<jo  pretty  tall,  speaks  ^(hmI  lOnglisli,  thic^k  enrletl  llair, 
with  bush  behind,  i?  not  laUily  cut  olV,  HInek  lin(,  <!«i((on  an4l  lintMi  sliirt. 
IIo  lind  with  him  two  coalsono  a  bomemadedyed  eoat,  the  oilier  a  gre;a 
coat  dy'd  and  muddy  color,  striped  homespun  J:ieket  Kersey  Breeches,  gniy 
stoekings,  Freneh  fall  shoes.  Who  so  ever  shall  take  up  said  Runaway 
servant  and  him  safely  convey  to  his  above  said  Master  at  Scituate  or  give 
any  ti*ue  intelligence  of  him  so  as  his  Master  shall  have  him  again,  shall 
have  satisfaction  to  Content  beside  all  necessary  charges  paid.*^ — JBoston 
News  LeUer,  Sept.  22. 1712. 

From  the  following,  it  appears  that  he  ran  away  two  years 
later  from  Edward  Wanton's  son-in-law,  John  Scott : 
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**  Ron  away  from  his  Master,  John  Scott,  the  17th  of  this  instant  Angost. 
A  mulatto  man  named  Daniel  formerly  belonging  to  Edward  Wanton  of 
Scituato ;  he  is  indiflferent,  tall  and  slender,  by  trtide  a  shipwright  but  His 
thought  designs  for  Sea.  Who  so  ever  shall  stop,  take  etc.,  and  bring  him 
or  give  notice  of  him  to  his  master  at  Newport,  K.  I .  shall  be  won  nv 
warded  and  reasonable  charges  paid.^* — Boston  News  LeUer,  August  23rd^ 
1714. 

The  will  of  Edward  Wanton  dated  in  1716  gives : 

''  To  daughter  Elizabeth  (Scott)  a  mallato  boy  called  Daniel,  if  he 
be  found  he  being  now  run  away." 

Josiah  Barker  was  Naval  Constructor  at  the  Charlestown 
Navy  Yard  from  about  1810  until  1842,  when  he  was  appointed 
Naval  Constructor  at  the  Portsmouth  Navy  Yard,  where  he 
built  the  ship  of  war  '•Portsmouth.'*  Ho  wjis  a  descen- 
dant of  Robert  and  served  his  time  on  the  banks  of  the  North 
River,  and  built  umny  years  in  St.  Andrews,  St.  Johns,  West- 
poi-t,  Wcymoutli  and  Pembroke.  While  at  the  Charlestown 
Navy  Yard  he  rebuilt  the  frigate  •*  Constitution."  The**  Vir- 
ginia,** 74,  was  built  by  Inm ;  also  the  **  Frolic,"  22,  **  Indei>en- 
dence,"  74,  and  many  others. 

In  1730,  John  Stetson^  a  descendant  of  Cornet  Robert,  pur- 
chased the  Wanton  estate,  and  shii)-building  was  carried  on 
hero  by  the  Stetsons.  The  only  records  apparently  in  exist- 
eurc  now,  of  the  vessels  built  by  the  Stetsons,  are  those  of  the 
few  built  by  Kbenezer  &  Snow  Stetson.  Tmdition  says  that 
vessels  were  built  at ''  liald  Hill  "  by  the  Stetsons,  which  may 
be  the  fact ;  but  as  it  is  in  doubt  at  which  phice  they  built,  all 
the  history  of  them,  and  of  their  ship-building,  which  the  most 
diligent  research  has  discovered,  will  be  put  into  this  chapter. 
Tlijit  Elwnezer  and  Snow  Stet-son  built  vessels  at  one  of  these 
yards,  it  is  ccilain,  and  possibly  at  "Uald  Hill,"  or  "liall  Hill." 
There  is  some  question  as  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  this  hill, 
situated  on  the  old  Michael  Ford  ijlace,  on  the  bank  of  North 
River.  Mr.  Cyrus  Turner  says  its  tnie  name  is  "Ball  Hill," 
and  gives  as  his  authority,  or  rcjison,  that  balls  or  dances  were 
given  there,  on  platfonns,  ''in  ye  olden  time,"  and  that  the  old 
Hanover  Aiiillery  used  to  go  there  to  pi-actice,  with  ball  and 
|>owder,  shooting  at  a  t4irg(^t  on  the  lirick-kiln  side  of  the  river. 
It  is  true  that  dances  were  held,  and  the  Artillery  did  practice 
here ;  but  the  true  name  is  probably  "Bald  Hills,"  as  the  earliest 
records  speal:  of  them  as  such.  In  the  church  record  of  the 
Rev.  Benj.  Bass,  under  date  of  Oct.  27,  1741,  is  recorded  the 
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death  of  William  Ford,  **  drowned  in  the  North  Kver,  near 
Bald  Hills,  and  found  about  a  week  after."  John  Tower  says, 
when  very  young  he  asked  an  old  man  why  it  was  called  **  Bald 
Hill,"  which  he  always  undoi*stood  to  bo  the  name,  and  ho  re- 
plied by  taking  otf  his  hat,  and  rubbing  his  smooth  pate  with 
his  hand,  saying,  it  was  because  it  wtis  as  destitute  of  ti*ees  as 
his  head  was  of  hair. 

JEbenezer  Stutson  built,  in  1748,  a  ship  for  George  Stutson. 
In  1749,  a  schooner  for  Capt.  Jonathan  Tildcn;  and  the  same 
year,  1749,  the  brig't'n  «  WILLIAM  CLIFP,"  built,  owned, 
and  commanded  by  Ebon.  Stutson.  Matthew  Stutson  did  the 
iron  work.  Ebenezor  and  Snow  Stetson  were  descendants  of 
Bobert  Stetson,  commonly  called  ^Cornet  Bobert,"  because  he 
was  comet  of  the  first  Horse  Company  raised  in  Plymouth  Col- 
ony in  the  year  1658,  or  1659.  Ti-adition  says  he  came  fi^om 
County  of  Kent,  Eng.  He  settled  in  Scituate  in  1634,  on  the 
North  Biver.  His  house  stood  on  a  sloping  plain  near  the 
bank,  and  an  unfailing  spring,  which  supi)licd  him  and  his  de- 
scendants with  water  for  two  hundred  yeai*s,  still  marks  the 
spot.  (See  Third  Ilcmng  Brook.)  William,  son  of  Bobert, 
and  great-grandson  of  Cornet  Bobert,  was  grandfather  of  Wil- 
liam, of  Medford,  and  of  Stephen.  lie  died  in  1761,  his  l>ody 
being  found  in  North  Biver,  opposite  his  house,  under  circum- 
stances of  a  very  suspicious  chamcter.  Cornet  Bobert  had, 
among  other  children,  a  son,  Capt.  Benjamin,  b.  Aug.,  1641. 
His  son  Benjamin  was  b.  Feb.  16,  1668;  mar.  Grace  Turner, 
Jan.  22,  1690.  Their  8(m  Matthew,  b.  Nov.  5,  1690;  mar. 
Hannah  Lincoln,  Sci)t.  24,  1730.  7/ieir  son  Matthew,  b.  Aug. 
24,1731;  mar.  Mary  Bamdall,  of  rcmbrokc,  Feb.  5,  176L 
Their  son  Matthew,  b.  March  3,  1763;  d.  June  9,  1782,  of 
fever,  in  Boston. 

TiiOMAS,  b.  Dec.  11,  1639,  was  the  third  son  of  Comet  Bob- 
ert. His  son  Ebenezcr  was  l)orn  in  1693,  and  is  buried  on 
Church  Hill.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  very  zealous  (church- 
man,  and  built  the  church  on  Church  Hill,  So.  Scituate,  at  his 
own  ex]>ense.  The  church  here  was  originally  founded  July 
28,  1725,  by  Dr.  Timothy  Cutler,  of  Boston,  who  conducted 
divine  service,  after  the  Church  of  England  form,  in  the  North 
Meeting-house  at  Scituate^  which  stood  almost  opposite  the 
I'esidence  of  the  late  Hon.  Geo.  Lunt,  and  where  his  family 
now  reside.  Q'he  church  ediiice  was  erected  on  Church  Hill 
(now  in  NorwcU)  in  1731,  and  torn  down  in  1810.     The  tim- 
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bor  was  in  such  good  condition  that  part  of  it  was  used  in  the 
constniction  of  the  residence  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Jiunes  T. 
Tolinan,  on  Oakhind  avenue,  near  Hanover  Four  Comers,  it 
being  built  by  llie  then  pastor  of  tlio  church.  The  old  panels 
may  now  be  seen  in  the  dining  and  other  rooms. 

Snow  Stetson,  son  of  Ebenezer,  b.  March,  1730 ;  mar.  a 
French  lady  named  Dupee,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  d.  in  the 
Wont  Indies,  Ji^cd  27.  Their  son,  Sjmw  Stulsorij  mar.  Lydia 
Tolnmn,  of  Scitualc,  Dec.  7,  1780,  and  d.  in  Uridgewater, 
leaving  a  widow  and  several  children,  who  moved  to  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  lie  kept  a  Uiveni  in  Scituate  before  removing  to  Bridge- 
water.  Capt.  Thonijis,  a  shi|)-master,  was  b.  1752,  and  was 
great-grandson  of  Thomas  of  1639.  Ebenezer  of  1693,  had 
also  a  son  Ebenezer,  b.  Dec.  12, 1728,  who  d.  in  Antigua,  W.  I., 
17(58;  and  a  gmndson  Ebenezer,  b.  1761,  who  lost  his  right 
leg  while  in  the  navy,  during  the  Revolution,  on  board  the 
privateer  ** Viper,"  in  the  engagement  with  the  "Resolu- 
tion," 1780.  His  descendants  live  in  Cambridge,  Medford, 
and  Boston. 

John,  son  of  Sergeant  Samuel,  who  was  fourth  son  of  Comet 
Robert,  built  the  first  tide  mill  at  the  Harbor,  and  in  1730 
purchased  the  noted  Wanton  estate.  Here  he  had  a  shij^yard, 
and  many  ships  were  built  here  during  his  time.  His  son  Sam- 
uel, b.  1748,  mar.  Mary  Clapp,  of  Scituate.  He  was  a  great 
singer  and  a  shipwright,  probably  continuing  the  business  in 
the  Wanton  Yard.     He  d.  1788. 

Snow  Stutson  built  the  gambrel-roofea  house  opposite  the 
present  residence  of  Chas.  Randall,  in  Pembroke.  Wm.  J. 
Baker  occupied  the  house  before  the  present  resident,  Nathan 
Howard,  (/apt.  Sihis  Moiix)n's  daughter,  who  now  lives  in 
Dcdiiam,  at  the  age  of  ninety  three,  writes:  "1  rememlier 
Snow  Stutson  very  well.  He  lived  opposite  my  father's  for 
many  years,  and  was  a  brilliant,  handsome  man,  but  not  of 
strong  principles.  While  living  there,  he  married  Lydia  Tol- 
man,  of  Scituate,  and  they  had  a  large  family  of  children. 
Three  daughters  and  one  son  lived  to  adult  age.  The  oldest 
daughter,  Kliza,  married  for  her  first  husband  a  Mr.  Larkin ; 
after  his  death,  Mr.  Clapp.  She  had  no  children.  The  next 
daughter,  Lydia,  married  a  Mr.  Atheam,  and  left  three  chil- 
dren, who  now  reside  in  New  York  Sbite.  Miss  Eliza  and 
Miss  Frances  lived  at  Niagam ;  George,  I  do  not  know  where^ 
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Snow  Stetson's  son  John  lived  in  Bridgewater,  where  Snow 
Stetson  finally  went,  and,  in  his  old  age,  while  under  an  al>- 
erration  of  mind,  committed  suicide.  His  wife  received  a 
pension  after  his  death,  so  he  was  probably  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army.** 

Geo.  F,  Atheam  now  lives  at  Niagara  Falls,  N,  Y.  Fanny 
is  dead,  and  her  sister  Eliza's  mind  was  so  affected  by  the  loss 
that  it  became  necessary  to  place  her  in  an  asylum,  where  she 
now  is.  These  two  are  the  only  direct  descendants  of  Snow 
Stetson  now  living.  In  1783,  the  sch.  ''HOPE,"  38  tons,  of 
Boston,  was  built  on  North  River,  and  owned  by  Thomas  Wal- 
ter of  Boston,  Snow  Stutson  of  Scituate,  and  others ;  Peleg 
Rogers,*  master.  Snow  Stutson  built,  in  1785,  the  sch.  ^Uf^ 
DUSTRY,**  42  tons,  owned  by  him  and  Elisha  Briggs.f  In 
1786,  was  built  the  sch.  "SALLY,"  64  tons,  owned  by  William 
and  Stephen  Vinal,  Nathaniel  Wade,  Jr.,  Thomas  Mann,  and 
Snow  Stutson  of  Scituate  ;  in  1787,  the  sch.  "AMERICA,"  47 
tons,  owned  by  Joseph  Tolman  and  Snow  Stutson,  who  was 
master  of  her  in  1790;  and  in  1794,  there  was  built  here  the 
sch.  ''BACIIELDOR,"  which  ran  to  North  Carolina ;  also,  in 
1796,  the  sch.  "INDUSTRY,"  for  Capts.  Cook,  Witherell,  and 
Covin  ;  and  in  1796,  the  brig  "rACIFIC."  Thomas  Stutson, 
of  Scituate,  went  mate  of  her,  and  S.  Dunham,  captain.  She 
was  used  as  a  blockade  runner,  and  for  smuggling  goods  from 
Ilavre-dc-Grace  to  Lisbon  and  back.  Ebcnczcr,  a  descendant 
of  the  al)ovo  Ebenezer,  helped  build  this  hist  vessel.  Snow 
Stutson  had  been  appointed  Inspector  of  Vessels  for  the  District 
including  Hanover,  Scituate,  IVnihroke,  and  JMarshlicId,  i)rior 
to  1793,  and  probably  gave  up  ship-building,  as  in  1801  we 
find  him  master  of  the  sch.  "Polly,"  of  Scituate.  Many 
descendants  of  the  Stetson  family  were  slii[>-builders  or  carpen- 
ters, and  many  learned  their  trade  here  and  built  elsewhere. 
Prominent  among  them  were  Ebenezer  Stetson,  d.  March  14, 
1S<SI,  jig(Ml  \K\  y4\Mrs,  5  nionlhs,  JMiriiMl  at  the  l*'irst  Parish (\'ni- 
eteiy,  Scituate  ;  and  Matthew,  d.  July  29 ,  1888,  aged  71  years, 
buried  at  Church  Hill.  Thomas  Stetson  is  buried  in  Hatcli- 
ville.  George  Stetson,  son  of  Melzar  and  brother  of  Matthew, 
is  now  living  at  Medford.     The  following  are  members  of  the 
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Stvtson  family  who  were  8liii>cai'pentci*«,  and  went  from  Scit- 
uate  to  other  ship-yards : 

Mclzar  Stetson,  b.  1805,  went  to  South  Boston. 


Charles 

•*  1752, 

New  Bedford. 

Thomas 

**  17(56, 

Barastable. 

Lincoln 

"  1774, 

Salem. 

Wiswell 

*•  1785, 

Kins^ston. 

Jotham 

•*  1794, 

Medford. 

Elisha 

•*  1799, 

Medford. 

John 

••  1811, 

Medford. 

Alphcus 

••  1794, 

South  Boston. 

Also,  William  Turner  went  to  Boston  from  a  North  River 
ship-yard.  "Uncle  Josh"  Stetson,  the  wag  of  the  ship-yards, 
wa8  a  descendant  of  "Comet'*  Ilobcil;.  One  day,  while  eating 
dinner  in  the  work-house,  the  men  were  discussing  which  ani- 
mals would  fight  most  des|)enitely.  Some  said  the  lion,  some 
said  a  tiger,  and  so  on.  "Uncle  Josh"  said,  "1  saw  two  cats 
fight  once  'till  there  was  nothing  left  but  their  two  tails.'* 
"uncle  Josh  "  was  called  a  great  joker.  A  man  cut  his  knee, 
in  the  yard,  one  day,  and  "  Uncle  Josh  "  told  him  he  ought  to 
have  a  ** scabbard  on  his  nxc  and  a  skillet  on  each  knee  ;"  but 
the  tables  were  tumed  on  him  when  he  fell  from  a  vessel  into 
the  water.  One  of  the  workmen  looked  over  the  side  of  the 
vessel,  and  asked,  "Are  your  boots  tight,  Joshy  ?"  At  another 
time  he  wont  out  in  a  boat  fishing  on  the  river,  with  his  two 
brothers,  one  of  whom  could  not  swim.  They  upset  the  boat, 
and  had  hard  work  to  save  themselves  and  the  brother  who 
could  not  swim.  After  they  reached  home,  "Uncle  Josh"  re- 
lated what  had  happened,  and  said,  "What  pleased  me  most, 
was  to  see  Melzar's  doughnuts  bobbing  on  the  water." 

The  Delanos  built  on  the  Wanton  Yard,  located  on  what  was 
called  the  "Molly  Stetson  Place,"  soon  aft;er  1770.  Jienja- 
min  Delano^  the  first  of  that  family  who  built  here,  came  from 
Pembroke  in  1770,  and  settled  on  the  ancient  Richard  Dwelley 
place,  on  the  north  side  of  the  bank  of  the  brook  then  known 
as  Dwelley's  J^rook,  but  lat^.r  jis  TilFs  Creek.  His  house  wjts 
on  the  02U4t  side  of  the  road,  and  has  since  been  occupied  by 
Major  Samuel  Foster.  The  Delano  sistei*s  now  own  the  old 
place,  and  it  is  occupied  by  John  II.  Corthell.  The  earliest 
record  that  is  preserved  of  any  of  Delano's  vessels  is  in  179(>, 
the  sch.  "  HOVER,"  79  tons,  of  Duxbury ;  owner :    Silvanus 
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DeUinOy  of  Duxlmrj,  shipwright ;  sanreyor,  Samael  Delano^ 
Jr. ;  built  at  Scituate,  afterward  sold  to  Nantucket.  Benjamin 
Delano  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  For  a  brief  account  of  cer- 
iiim  members  of  the  Duxbury  branch  of  tins  family,  see  tlie 
contmued  chapter  of  the  ''Brick-kiln  Yanl.**  Tlic  following^ 
account  of  a  branch  of  the  Delano  family,  w:is  prc|Kired  many 
years  ago  by  the  late  Miss  Tiiomas  of  Mai-shficld  :  **  Lemuel 
Delano,  a  descendant,  doubtless,  of  Philip  De  I^  Noye,  one  of 
the  Pilgrims,  mar.  Mary  Eames,  20th  April,  17(>2.  Children : 
1.  Mary,  b.  Jan.  23,  17(i3.  2.  Thomas,  b.  Jan.  25,  ITtfri; 
bap.  May  25,  1766.  3.  William,  b.  Jan.  27,  1770;  bap.  May 
20,  1770.  4.  Elizabeth,  b.  March  25,  1772;  bap.  May  17, 
1773.  This  family  removed  to  Sunderland,  Mass.  They  had 
also,  5.  Charles,  Ijap.  Aug.  27,  1774. 

Hezadiah  Delano,  of  Duxbury,  mar.  Mary  Taylor,  1731. 

William  Delano,  of  Scituate,  mar.  Eleanor  Stevens,  1761. 

Joseph  Delano,  mar.  Judith  Damon,  and  had  children :  1. 
Joseph,  Imp.  Aug.  31,  1755;  mar.  Mary  Thomas;  d.  in  the 
Itevolution.  2.  Judith,  bap.  April  17,  1757;  mar.  John 
Hatch.  3.  Jesse,  bap.  July  22,  175U  ;  mar.  Margaret  Lea vitt. 
4.  2Sebulon,  Imp.  June  21,  1761.  5.  Mary;  mar.  Luther 
White.  6.  Hannah,  bap.  July  22,  1769  ;  mar.  Rouse  Bourne, 
Jr.  7.  Edward,  bap.  July  28,  1771.  Joseph  Delano  mar. 
2nd,  Lucy  Cushing,  widow  of  lionsc  Bourne,  and  had  one 
child,  Barak,  bap.  March  22,  1778. 

^ ^  was  born  in  1775. 

y^^'^   '^,^,^  llo     built     many 

j£//^>r»r%    w^^       J^  -  very  lar<^c  vessels. 

^•T'  ZZ)^^^^^^^^^  Piiorto  the  time 
-^  he  built  here,  the 


Wanton  Yard  had  been  divided  into  two  yards ;  the  Dclanos 
built  in  one  yanl,  and  the  Fostci's  soon  l)e'i:au  l)uil<Iin<;  in 
the  other.  Alter  servin*?  his  time,  and  l>uildlii<^  one  vessi'l  iu 
Hanover  in  the  year  1711!),  spoken  of  in  the  aeeoinit  of  those 
yards,  William  Delano  came  to  this  yard  and  built  the  same 
year,  1799,  the  ship  *'  INDUS,"  338  tons,  of  Boston.  The  next 
year  he  built  two,  as  follows:  1800.  Sch.  ''HANNAH,"  118 
tons  of  Boston.  1800.  Ship  "HARLEQUIN,"  336  tons,  of 
Boston,  two  decks  and  three  nuists,  drawing  eighteen  feet  of 
water.  (More  than  any  other  vessel  built  on  the  river.)  In 
1801,  he  built  the  ship  "ALEXANDER  HODGDEN,"  377 
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tonSy  of  Boston,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  vessels  built  at 
this  yard.  In  1802  he  built  the  ship  ''  COLUMBINE,"  270 
tons,  of  Boston. 

Benjamin  Ddano  built  here,  in  1804,  the  sch.  ''CIIARLES,'* 
123  tons,  of  Duxbury.  This  is  the  last  vessel  on  record  of 
which  Benjamin  Delano  was  the  master  carpenter. 

There  was  built  at  this  yard,  by  William  Delano,  in  1805, 
the  ship  •'  TOPAZ,"  385  tons,  which  was  one  of  Delano's 
largest  vessels,  two  decks  and  three  masts ;  owned  by  David 
Sears,  at  Boston.  William  Delano  was  master  carpenter,  in 
180(5,  of  the  ship  '' Granges  "  or  ''GANGES,"  215  Ions,  of 
Boston.  This  was  probably  the  ^  Ganges  "  condemned  at  Tul- 
cahuano.  Chili,  m  June,  1858.  In  1806,  he  built  the  ship 
•'AUGUSTUS,''  325  tons,  of  Boston ;  and  in  1809,  the  ship 
"IDA,"  3(53  tons,  of  Boston.  The  next  vessel  built  by  the 
Delanos  was  one  of  the  two  famous  vessels  spoken  of  by  Deano 
as  being  the  largest  vessels  ever  built  on  North  River,  but  he 
failed  to  give  either  their  names  or  any  further  pai*ticulai*s  con- 
cernmg  them.  The  Hi-st  was  built  in  1810,  by  William  Delano, 
and  the  second  was  finished  in  1815  by  his  family.  The  first 
built  in  1810  was  the  ship  ''LADY  MADISON,"  450g 
tons,  of  New  York.  She  was  112  feet  long,  30  broad,  and  15 
dc(»[),  and  w:is  owned  by  Thomas  Hazard,  Jr.,  of  New  Bedford, 
and  Jacob  Barker,  of  Now  York.  The  following  anecdote, 
related  by  F.  ().  Sanford  of  Nantucket,  and  by  Israel  II.  Sher- 
man of  Norwell,  is  familiar  to  all  the  old  merchants  of  New 
York  and  New  Bedford,  and  many  of  Boston.  The  correctness 
of  this  story  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  it  was  told  to  Mr.  San- 
ford by  Wharton  Barker,  grandson  of  Jacob  Barker.  Barker 
"ran"  the  Government  at  Washington,  so  to  speak,  during 
Madison's  time,  by  his  great  influence  and  wealth.  Jacob  Bar- 
ker was  son-in-law  of  Thomas  lliusard.  At  one  time,  the  "Lady 
Madison  "was  out  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and  on  her  home- 
ward passage,  laden  with  sperm  oil,  she  encountered  much 
rough  weather.  The  delay  alarmed  her  owners,  who  feared  she 
was  lost.  Jacob  Barker,  who  was  a  Quaker,  went  to  the  in- 
surance oflfico,  and  requested  the  agent  to  make  out  a  policy  for 
the  insurance  of  the  ship,  but  not  to  sign  it  until  the  agent  had 
heard  from  him.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Quaker  heard  that  the 
ship  was  lost,  lie  immediately  sent  his  boy  to  the  insurance 
office,  with  the  message,  "If  thee  hast  not  signed  the  policy 
thee  need  not,  for  I  have  heard  from  my  ship."    The  agent. 
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supposing  the  ship  to  be  safe,  and  wishing  to  get  the  premium, 
immediately  signed  the  policy  and  sent  it  to  the  Quaker.  To 
his  dismay,  he  found  that  the  ship  was  lost,  and  had  to  pay 
one-half  of  tlio  insunince  in  settlement.  She  was  lost  on 
^Goodwin  Sands,"  in  the  English  Channel,  about  1815.  Jacob 
Barker  died  in  1872,  aged  02. 

William  Delano  probably  built  few  vessels  during  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  though  he  may  have  begun  the  ^  Mt.  Ver- 
non," which  was  finished  in  1815  by  Samuel  Hartt,  a  relative  of 
his  wife's,  whose  son,  Joseph  T.,  mar.  Nellie  L.,  dau.  of  Dr. 
Brownell,  and  had  a  son  Joseph.  William  Delano  d.  in  1814, 
leaving  seven  children :  1.  William  H.  2.  Benjamin  F.,  b. 
Sept.  17,  1809.  3.  Edward  H.,  b.  Aug.  12,  1811.  4.  Mary. 
5.  Prudence.  6.  Sarah.  7.  Lucy.  The  three  latter  now  re- 
side in  Norweli,  in  a  beautiful  place  that  overlooks  the  old 
homestead  and  the  far  distant  sea.  William  H.  and  Benjamin 
F.  worked  in  the  Hhii>-yurd  in  company  from  the  time  they  wore 
old  enough  until  the  fonner  removed  to  East  lioston.  William 
H.  was  often  called  "Lord  North  '*  about  this  time.  The  " Mt. 
Vernon"  referred  to  before,  was  l/ie  largest  vessel  ever 
BUILT  ON  THE  NoRTii  RivBK,  and  the  excitement  caused  by  the 
building  and  launching  of  this  sliip  is  well  rcmeml)ered  by  the 
older  people  of  to-day,  who  have  not  yet  ceased  to  talk  of  it. 

The  ship  "  MOUNT  VERNON,"  464  tons,  was  built  in  1815, 
and  sold  to  Philudclphia.  Samuel  JIarU  was  her  master  car- 
penter. It  is  ccrlainly  wonderful  liow  a  vessel  of  her  size 
could  bo  launched  from  this  yard ;  but  such  is  the  fact,  and  she 
was  gotten  out  of  the  river  safely,  and  was  a  well-built  and  suc- 
cessful ship.  Samuel  Hartt  was  Naval  Constructor  on  the  Ports- 
mouth and  other  yards.  He  died  at  So.  Scituate,  Dec.  18, 
1860,  aged  78  years.  Benjamin  F.  Delano  was  educated  under 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Dcano,  and,  displaying  quite  a  talent  for  shijv 
Imilding,  he  was  ])la(*^d  in  the  drau«:[liting  ollicoof  the  Hrooklyn 
Navy  Yard,  where  ho  served  his  time.  He  then  returned  to 
So.  Scituate,  and,  in  company  with  his  oldest  brother  and  Jo- 
seph Clapp,  built,  in  1829,  the  sch.  ''ONLY  DAUGHTER,"  70 
tons,  of  Ilingham ;  owners,  Seth  Gardner,  Jr.,  Scituate,  Hi- 
i*am  and  Capt.  Thomas  Jeffei'son  Gardner  of  Hanover,  and 
others. 
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m  ^y  were  tlio  master  carpontera.    Jo- 

Ji^^/^  ^fa/r/i  ^®P'^   Clapp  has  two  gmndsons 

^      /  Y^  Ilviiifr,  Herbert  and  Joseph,  sons 

^^^^^         \  l\     y         of  JohnOtlsof  Norweil.    Joseph 

^^^^^h^fpi^     cJ^ /'^^^^'^'^  "^^*''    Lizzie,    dau.    of    Joseph 

'  Corthell.  In  1833,  Stephen 
White  and  others  bought  Grand  Island,  on  Niagam  River,  and 
engaged  Benj.  F.  Delano  to  convert  the  forest  of  oak  timber 
that  was  Ihero  into  vessels.  Ho  took  with  liitn  his  two  broth- 
el's and  twenty  picked  men  from  iiis  native  town.  Tiie  ventuix) 
proved  a  success,  and  they  built  seven  vessels.  A  $100,000 
hotel  is  about  to  be  erected  on  Grand  Island.  He  also  built  the 
first  steam  vessel  that  plied  between  East  Boston  and  Boston. 
In  1847  he  received  an  appointment  as  Naval  Constructor,  and 
was  stationed  at  Portsmouth,  N.  II.,  and  from  there  was  trans- 
ferred, in  1850,  to  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  where  he  was 
Chief  Naval  Constixictor,  and  was  retired  June  11,  1873.  At 
Portsmouth  he  consti-ucted  the  "Sanuiac."  He  constructed 
twenty-one  war  vessels  from  1861-65,  among  them  the  daring 
dispatch  boat  ''Iroquois,"  the  "Oneida,*'  " Nyack,"  "  Wampa- 
noa«:,"  and  "Mattawaska."  Ho  also  converted  numbers  of 
harmless  merchantmen,  bought  by  the  Government,  into  death- 
dealing  war  vessels,  and  worked  day  and  night  over  his  plans 
for  their  reconstruction.  Ho  d.  Aj)nl  30,  1882,  leaving  a 
widow,  Jane,  dau.  of  Seth  Foster,  who  now  resides  in  Brook- 
lyn, and  one  son,  Alfred  Otis,  living  in  Norwell.  The  life  of 
Jtldward  IL  Delano  was  not  unlike  that  of  his  brother  Benja- 
min. He  served  his  time  in  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  was  with 
his  brother  later,  and  in  1848  was  commissioned  Naval  Con- 
structor, and  ordered  to  Pensacola,  and  afterward  transferred 
to  Norfolk  and  Charlestown.  He  built  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate 
"Merrimac,"  and  Admiral  Farmgut's  flagship,  the  "Hartford." 
He  d.  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  April  9,  1851),  while  in  charge  of 
that  station.  He  mar.  Mary  R.,  dau.  of  William  James  of 
Scituate,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  William  E.  and  Edward 
Franklin.  He  mar.,  2nd,  June  16,  1858,  Avoline  S.  Frost,  of 
So.  Berwick,  Me.  The  Fosters  built  next  to  the  Delanos,  and 
at  times  in  company  with  them. 

was  the  first  of  this  family 
^^^ifC^"^^  recorded    as    having    built 

here.  He  used  to  say  that 
in  1760  his  friends  earnestly 
advised  him  to  abandon  his 
design  of  becoming  a  ship- 
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wright  because  the  timber  was  so  far  exhausted  ;  they  thought 
the  business  must  soonfail,  but  he  did  become  a  shipwright  and 
obtamed  enough  timber  to  successfully  cany  on  theai-t,  and  his 
sons  alsOy  for  mimy  years.  Ceitainly  thei*e  were  some  large 
trees  standing  at  that  time  in  Scituate,  as  later  a  tree  of  immense 
size  was  cut  there,  as  appears  in  an  item  tiiken  from  the  Jioston 
JEvening  Post  of  Maix^h  2,  1772. 

**  We  hear  from  Scituate  that  on  the  12th  alt.  a  tree  was  cat  there  and 
brought  to  the  mill  which  made  2S09  feet  of  inch  boards,  2000  shingles  and 
four  cords  of  wood.** 

Elii^hu  Foster  was  a  descendant  of  Edward  the  lawyer,  one  of 
the  men  of  Kent,  who  settled  in  Kent  street,  Scituatx)  (attor- 
ward  Capt.  Webb's  place),  in  1033.  His  cliildi*en  were  1. 
Timothy,  b.  1640;  2.  Elizabeth,  b.  1045.  Timothy's  children 
were  1.  Ruth,  b.  1064;  2.  Elizabeth,  b.  1067;  3.  Naomi,  b. 
1668  ;  4.  Hatherly,  b.  1671 ;  5.  Rebecca,  b.  1675 ;  6.  Timothy, 
b.  1081  ;  7.  Edward,  b.  1082;  8.  Thomas,  b.  1080;  9.  Eliza- 
beth, b.  1088.  Hatherly,  b.  1071  (son  of  Timothy,  Srn.), 
mar.  Barthshua  Turner  and  had  children  :  1.  Margaret,  b.  1099  ; 
2.  Joseph,  1).  1702;  3.  Ruth,  b.  1704;  4.  Timothy,  b.  1700; 
5.  Elisha,  b.  1708;  0.  John,  b.  1711;  7.  Elizabeth,  b.  1721. 
Elisha,  son  of  Hatherly,  mar.  Temperance  Freeman,  of  Har- 
wich, in  1730.  Their  children  were  1.  John,  b.  1740;  2. 
Barthshua,!).  1742;  3.  Elisha^  b.  1745;  4.  Tempenuice,  b. 
1747;  5.  Sarah,  b.  1749;  0.  Mary,  b.  1751;  7.  Ruth,  b. 
1754. 

Elisha^  son  of  Elisha,  mar.  Gmce  Bni'stow  of  Hanover  in 
1709.  Their  children  were :  1.  Capt.  Seth,  b.  1770.  He  was 
a  shii)-buildcr  and  mar.  Abigail  Otis.  They  had:  1.  Otis  (?) 
who  died;  2.  Jane  (wife  of  Benjamm  Delano).  2.  Margaret^ 
b.  1772,  who  mar.  Capt.  Samuel  Tilden  of  Marshficld,  and  had 
children  :  1.  Margaret  (wife  of  Capt.  Benj.  Smith  of  Duxbury)  ; 

2.  Samuel ;  3.  Mary,  wife  of  William  Smith  (of  East  Bridge- 
water).  3.  Elisha^  b.  1775,  the  store-keeper  who  i*uniished 
'M)lack-strap "  and  other  necessaries  of  life  to  the  yards.  He 
mar.  a  Miss  Turner  and  had  sons :  1.  Joshua  Turner,  2.  George, 

3.  Phillip,  and  4.  Henry  (who  is  now  living  in  Berkeley,  Cal.). 
George  and  Phillip  are  dead.  An  account  of  J.  Turner  will  be 
given  later.  Elisha  had  daughters  :  1.  Grnce,  who  was  the  fii*st 
wife  of  Captain  Natiri  Barstow  of  Hanover,  and  left  one  dau. 
Grace.  2.  Sally,  who  mar.  Isaac  Haskins  and  left  two  chil- 
dren (1.  Esther,  mar.   Edward  Barnard;  2.  Edward  H.)  ;  3. 
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Mary,  whomar.  Capt.  William  II.  Tulhot  unci  left  three  sons: 
1.  William,  2.  Fmnk  and  3.  Richmond.  4.  Mary  Fmnces,  who 
died.  It  will  be  seen  that  of  Elisha's  seven  children,  two  are 
now  living.  4,  FveeDUin^  a  physician,  b.  1777,  niamed ;  he  d. 
July  18,  1863.  5.  Samuel^  b.  1779,  was  a  Hhi|>-builder,  mar. 
Sarah  Delano  and  had  children  :  1.  Sarah  Delano,  b.  1810 ;  2. 
Mary  Louisa,  b.  1824.  Sarah  Delano,  mar.  John  E.  Nash  in 
1832.  They  had  children  :  1.  John  Cushin«r,  hovn  1839,  mar. 
Sarah  lirown  in  18(50  and  had  chihlrcn  :  1 .  Mary  Louisa  Foster, 
b.  18(12,  (mar.  Arthur  L.  Power  in  1883.  They  have  children  : 
I.Nelson  Foster,  b.  1884;  2.  Samuel  Foster,  b.  1885;  3. 
Howard  Stone,  b.  1887)  ;  2.  Sarah,  b.  1866;  3.  Helen  Eliza, 
b.  1868  ;  6.  Charles,  b.  1781,  a  farmer,  mar.  and  had  children 
1.  Walter;  2.  Charles.  7.  Temperance,  b.  1782,  (died  early). 
8,  Daniel,  b.  1787,  mar.  Leafy  Sampson  and  had  children  :  1. 
Setli ;  2.  Caroline ;  3.  Benjamin  P. ;  4.  Helen.  9.  Walter^  b. 
1789,  a  ship-builder,  mar.  Betsey  Pierce,  no  children. 

Elisha  Foster,  who  is  described  as  a  heavy,  stout  man,  built 
alone  until  1803-4.  In  1795  he  built  the  brigantine  **  G AR- 
LAND,"  128  tons,  for  Daniel  Sargent  of  Boston.  The  good  old 
blacksmith  at  Foster's  Yard  was  in  the  habit  of  lending;  his 
narrow  hoe  to  a  young  apprentice,  who  was  very  tardy  in 
returning  it,  and  one  day  when  ho  came  for  it  the  old  man 
said,  "  When  you  have  done  with  it,  you  just  put  legs  to  it  and 
send  it  home."  Filinha  Foster  built  the  following  vessels  :  the 
^CASPIAN,"  and  in  1800  the  ship  "HANNAH  &  ELIZA," 
255  tons,  of  Boston  ;  in  1801,  the  sch.  "GEORGE,"  82  tons, 
of  Chatham,  owners,  Samuel  &  Elisha  Foster,  Jr.,  of  Scit- 
aate  and  othera,  afterwards  sold  to  Gloucester ;  and  the  same 
year,  1801,  ship  "FORTUNE,"  339  tons,  of  Boston,  one  of 
tlie  largest  vessels  built  at  this  yard.  She  had  2  decks  and  3 
masts,  lie  built  the  same  year,  1801,  ship  "PERSEVER- 
ANCE," 214  tons,  of  Boston,  afterwards  of  Nantucket.  He 
built  in  1802,  the  ship  "  O'CAIN,"  280  tons,  of  Boston,  which 
("  O'Cain  ")  was  quite  a  noted  ship,  and  when  on  the  northwest 
coast  she  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Blanchard,  of  Biighton, 
she  was  lost  in  1820  at  Valdalia,  c^ast  of  Chili.  The  ship 
"ASIA,"  274  Ions,  of  Boslon,  w:is  probably  built  by  Foster  in 
1H03 ;  she  was  sold  May  21,  1813  to  a  Spaniard  and  called 
IJie  '*  Fvniamlo  Svptinio.'*^  The  next  year  Elisha  Foster  took 
into  partnership  liisson  Elisha  and  they  launched  in  1805  the  sch. 
•PAVORlTEr  74  tons,  of  Chatham,  owners^  Elisha  Foster, 
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Sr.  and  Jr.,  of  Scituatc.  In  1807  they  built  two  ships,  the 
"GOLCONDA''  and  the  •*  ELIZABETH,'*  both  afterward 
hailed  from  New  Bedford.  In  1809  the  Fosters  built  a  ship 
sold  to  Salem.  In  1810  they  built  the  ship  "  FRANCES  ANN,- 
for  the  launching  of  which  $5.20  was  spent  for  lemons.  In 
1811  they  built  the  ship  *•  IIOWLANl).'*  Itoth  the  al)ovo 
named  vessels  were  whaling  from  New  Bedford  later.  Also  in 
1811  they  built  the  ship  ''HELLENOH.*' 

Charles  Fostei-,  in  1811,  built  the  ship  ''FRANCISCAN.'* 
Joseph  Tolman  worked  on  her.  The  ship  "AMERICA"  was 
built  by  the  Foster  in  1812.  Capt.  Peleg  Kent,  son  of  Peleg 
Kent  and  father  of  Smith  Kent,  conunaiuled  her.  Very  dull 
times  followed  the  war  of  1812,  and  one  of  the  vessels  that  was 
built  at  Foster's  Yard  lay  two  or  three  years  before  launching, 
until  the  Embargo  Act  was  off.  She  was  iinally  launched  and 
much  admired  as  she  lay  at  Union  Bridge  until  her  spars  and 
rigging  were  sent  down  from  Boston ;  she  had  a  very  fancy 
figure  head  of  nn  eagle-.  A  ''Knnaka*'  or  Hawaiian  c4uno  down 
to  help  rig  her  and  used  to  anuiso  tho  shi|>-carpen(x3rs  at  n(»on 
time  by  lighting  their  pipes  by  rubbing  two  pieces  of  wood 
together.  At  this  yard  there  was  also  a  vessel  launched  at  one 
time  that  beat  tho  Kanaka,  the  friction  caused  by  launching 
making  a  fire  so  great  that  the  Captain  lighted  his  i)ipo  from 
the  blaze.  The  village  minister  at  Scituate  was  considered  a 
good  judge  of  horses  as  well  an  historian.  One  day  a  ccilain 
man  was  trying  to  sell  a  horse,  and  when  jisked  how  old  he  wjia, 
answered  that  Mr.  Deane  the  minister  told  him  that  the  hoi*so 
was  nine  years  old.  Before  buying,  the  purchaser  thought  it 
well  to  ask  Mr.  Deane,  who  replied,  "Yes,  1  did  UUI  him  so; 
but  that  was  nine  years  ago."  The  Fostei*s  built  two  vessels 
for  David  Ellis  of  Boston,  also  one  for  Capt.  Howes  of  the  Cape, 
who  went  master  of  her.  On  her  first  voyage  Capt.  Howes  ran 
near  the  shore  on  tho  other  side  of  Cape  Cod  to  signal  his 
family  a  good  bye,  but  running  too  near  she  struck  and  capsized  ; 
all  hands  were  saved  except  one  of  tho  crow.  Phillip  Foster 
was  on  her. 

Prior  to  1815  Elisha  Foster  had  taken  into  the  firm  his  sons 
Seth,  Samuel  and  Walter,  and  it  was  styled  Elisha  Foster  <6 
Sons.  Walter  wjis  an  ofiicer  in  the  2nd  Regiment  of  Militia. 
The  "  WARSAW,"  a  New  Bedford  whaler,  was  built  here.  The 
Fosters  were  also  interested  in  tho  bark  "  Maria  Theresa  "  (built 
at  Block  House  Yard).     William  Delano  died  in  1814, and 
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Samuel  Ilailt  finislicd  bis  last  vessel,  and  then, according  to  tho 
old  Foster  account  books,  sold  in  1815  one  pair  of  bilgevvays 
and  launching  plank  to  Elisha  and  Samuel  Fonter,  and  judging 
from  the  number  of  vessels  the  Fosters  built  the  next  yejir  lliey 
probably  occupied  both  yards.  There  wjis  built  at  this  yard  by 
Elisha  Foster  &  Sons,  in  1815,  the  ship  "ATLAS,**  3(50  tons, 
of  Boston.  This  vessel  had  2  decks  and  3  masts,  and  her 
length  was  102  feet.  In  1823  she  was  cast  away  off  the  Port  of 
lielder,  Gennany,  and  was  a  totiil  loss.  The  8.ame  year  they 
built  a  vessel  that  beciuno  famous  the  world  over,  and  a  book 
was  published  giving  her  history. 

This  was  m  1815  ;  the  ship  "  GLOBE,"  293  tons.  Her  keel 
was  78  feet;  beam,  26  feet;  hold,  11  feet;  between  decks,  5 
feet  6  inches ;  the  mainmast,  63  feet ;  foremast,  58  feet ;  miz- 
zen,  55  feet.  This  vessel  wsis  tho  lirst  to  bring  two  thous^md 
barrels  of  spenn  oil  into  the  United  Stjites.  A  horrible  mutiny 
occurred  on  her  in  1824,  oiF  Fanning's  Island,  in  which  capUiin 
and  mates  were  killed.  Tho  following  is  gleaned  from  the 
account  })ublished  by  tho  two  survivors,  Ilussey  and  Lay : 
The  ship  '*  Globe"  sailed  from  Nantucket  20th  Dec,  1822,  on  a 
whaling  voyage.  She  was  then  owned  by  C.  Mitchell  &  Co., 
and  commanded  by  Thomas  Worth  of  Edgartown,  Martha's 
Vineyard.  She  sailed  direct  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where 
she  arrived  May  Ist,  1823.  At  Hawaii  they  received  a  wel- 
come supply  of  potiitoes,  sugar-cane,  yams,  cocoanuts,  bananjis, 
fish.,  etc.  At  Oahu,  another  of  the  islands,  six  of  the  crew 
deserted  at  night ;  two  were  re-captured,  but  again  escaped. 
From  Oahu,  the  "Globe"  sailed  on  a  cruise  to  Japan  ;  then  re- 
turned to  the  Sandwich  Islands  for  vegetables,  and  sailed  south 
towards  Fanning's  Islands.  Jan.  26,  1824,  Joseph  Thomas  in- 
sulted the  csiptam,  and  was  punished  by  being  whipped  with  the 
eiul  of  a  main  buntling.  VVhether  this  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  murderous  mutiny,  which  followed  on  the  evening  of 
the  same  day,  is  not  known,  but  it  would  seem  as  if  the  mutiny 
had  been  planned  some  time  before.  On  the  night  of  Jan.  26, 
Samuel  B.  Comstock  and  Silas  Payne  went  into  the  cabin, 
tjiking  with  them  an  axe,  knives,  and  muskets  with  fixed  bayo- 
ncl.M,  an<l  nuu'dcrcd  the  cap(4iin  and  i\w  first  and  second  males, 
by  shooting  and  then  running  their  bodies  through  with  knives 
and  bayonets,  seeming  to  enjoy  their  writhings  in  pain  and 
their  entreaties  for  mercy.  The  bodies  were  then  thrown  over- 
board.    A  rope  was  made  fast  to  the  feet  of  John  Lambert, 
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the  second  mate,  and  he  was  pulled  up  on  the  deck  and  thrown 
over  while  yet  alive,  after  practising  cruelties  the  han*owing 
details  of  which  one  wouUl  loathe  to  relate.  Is  it  strange  the 
rest  of  the  company  were  stunned  with  fright,  fearing  Icist  they 
nii<^ht  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner?  Comhtock  and  Payne 
had  accomplices  who  were  in  the  plot.  Among  these  was  Wil- 
liam Humi)hrey,  the  fonner  steward,  who  was  hung,  by  order 
of  Comstock,  on  Jan.  29,  to  a  studding-sail  boom,  rigged  out 
eight  feet  upon  the  fore  yard,  for  treachery  to  his  Teaderd, 
though  it  was  not  proved.  Not  daring  to  go  to  any  civilized 
port,  it  was  decided  by  the  nmtineei's  to  run  the  vessel  ashore 
on  one  of  the  MulOTavo  Islands,  and,  after  t:iking  out  the  pro- 
visions, and  stripping  her,  to  bum  her  to  the  water's  edge,  and 
live  the  rest  of  their  days  with  the  natives.  While  unloading 
in  the  harlK>r,  and  before  all  the  effects  and  provisions  were 
ready  to  divide,  Comstock  gave  some  of  the  clothing  and  other 
articles  to  the  natives.  This  caused  trouble,  and,  tearing  lest 
he  would  lead  the  natives  against  them,  they  shot  him  on  the 
morning  of  Feb.  17,  1824,  and  Payne  nearly  severed  his  head 
from  his  body  with  an  axe.  Thus  ended  the  life  of  the  blood- 
thirsty leader  of  the  nnitinocrs,  twenty-two  days  from  the  bo- 
ginning  of  his  hellish  cai"ecr.  The  ship  "Glol>e**  was  this  day 
put  in  charge  of  six  men,  under  Gilbert  Smith,  and,  during  the 
night,  they  made  sail  and  escaped  from  the  island,  leaving  their 
murderous  companions,  and  some  of  the  innocent  ones,  behind. 
After  a  long  and  boisterous  passage,  they  arrived,  in  June,  at 
Valpamiso,  where  the  "Globe"  was  taken  possession  of  by  tho 
American  Consul.  From  here  she  sailed  for  Nantucket,  where 
she  an-ived  Nov.  21,  1824.  Of  the  nien  left  at  the  Mulgrave 
Islands,  all  but  two  were  massacred  by  the  natives.  Cyrus  M. 
Ilussey,  of  Nantucket,  and  William  Lay,  of  Saybrook,  Conn., 
were  saved  by  friendly  natives,  and  finally  reseiuMl  by  the  U.  S. 
man-of-war  "  Dolphin,"  Capt.  John  Percival,  after  living  twenty- 
two  months  on  these  islan<ls.  Tho  "Globe"  was  sold  out  and 
broken  up  at  llucnos  Ayres  in  1828. 

On  Sept.  21,  1815,  Foster  &  Co.  received  $520  to  bind  a 
contract  to  build  a  scJioonei'  for  Calel)  Nickerson  of  Chatham. 
It  was  finished  in  1816.  In  181(),  Samuel  Rogei's,*  of  Marsh- 
field,  was  taken  into  the  firm,  and  the  same  year 


•  See  Roger  Yards 
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and  Samuel 
Rogers  built 
the  "BETSBJY 
PIERCE,"  73 

tons,  of  Scituate,  named  for  Walter  Foster's  wife.  In  Jan., 
1817,  Sctli,  Samuel,  and  Walter  Foster,  and  Samuel  Rogers, 
iigreed  to  build  a  schooner  in  company,  under  the  fiiin  name  of 
Seth  &  Samuel  Foster  &  Co.  To  show  the  intei'est  that  each 
had  in  the  linn,  the  divisions  made  on  a  ship  in  1821  were  as 
follows: 

Seth  Foster, 3  parts. 

Saml.  Foster,        .         .         .         .         .         .  3i      *• 

Sam  I.  Rogers,  .         .         .         .         .         .  li      ** 

Walter  Foster, li      •* 

Elisha  Foster,  Jr. , J      ** 

Total,         ....  10 

July,  1817,  they  contracted  to  build  a  sloop  for  Capt.  Caleb 
Nickerson,  at  $20.50  per  ton.  There  was  built  here,  in  1816, 
the  sch.  "BANKER,**  73  tons,  of  Chatham,  Seth  &  Samuel 
Foster,  master  carpenters ;  also  in  1816,  the  sch.  "OCEAN," 
73  tons,  of  Chatham ;  Seth  c&  Samuel  Foster,  master  carpen- 
tci-s.  Sanuicl  Tolman,  Jr.,  did  joiner  work  for  Capt.  Seth  Fos- 
ter &  Co.,  June  1,  1817,  on  the  sch.  "GOV.  BROOKS,**  72 
tons,  built  for  Capt.  Atkins  of  Provincelx)wn ;  June  14,  sch. 
"BETSEY  &  MARY ;  "  June  3,  sloop  "NANCY."  On  Sept. 
10,  1817,  was  launched  the  sloop  "RAPID,"  48  tons,  of  Scit- 
uate, later  of  Chatham.  She  was  built  by  Seth  &  Samuel  Fos- 
ter. The  "  Rapid  "  was  at  one  time  a  Boston  and  Nantucket 
l>acket.  There  was  also  built  here,  the  same  year,  the  sloop 
^'BEDIUKJ,"  and  the  sch.  "BETSEY  &  POLLY,"  51  tons, 
probably  for  Capt.  Harding.  It  will  bo  seen  from  the  alnivo 
that  the  Fosters  built  six  vessels  in  1817^  which  was  the  largest 
numlier  of  vessels  built  at  any  yard  on  the  North  River  during 
any  one  year  (Smith's  Y'ard,  Ilanovcr  only  excepted).  This 
year,  Joseph  R.  Tolman  disposed  of  his  interest  in  Foster's 
vessel,  built  i>robably  during  the  war,  jis  a  receipt  of  which 
the  following  copy  states : 

*'  Scituate,  Jan.  ii,  1817. 

This  will  certify  that  I  have  sold  all  my  concerns  in  Mr.  Foster's 
war  ship  to  Snmucl  Tolman,  Jr.,  by  agreement  between  Seth  Fos- 
ter and  myself.  {^Signed)  Joseph  R.  Tolman." 
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In  1818,  the  Fosters  Imilt  two  vessels  wliicli  were  the  talk  of 
the  town  while  they  were  l)eing  built,  one  in  each  yard.  Thoy 
were  the  ships  "PACIFIC,"  814  tons,  and  "PKUlJVlAN,"aa4 
tons.  Ouk,  tish  and  pine  were  used  in  their  construction.  Also 
'  in  the  ** Pacific"  were  used  twenty-two  spruce  knees,  lioupcht  of 
^J.j.i^*'  Thatcher  Magoun,  Pemhroko.  One  thousiuid  "trunnels"  or 
"''  I;  j  tree-nails  bought  of  Jonathan  Sampson  for  $7.84  and  a  but- 
tonwood  log.  The  ash  came  from  Pembroke.  Capt.  Luther 
Tilden  put  the  lower  deck  in  the  "Peruvian"  for  $1SK), 
and  Matthew  Tower  furnished  the  capstan  for  $25.  Samuel 
Curtis  was  paid  $1.14  for  twelve  gallons  of  cider  forthe  launch- 
ing of  both  ships.  Matthew  Tower  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
Benjamin  Tower  of  Hingham,  whose  son  Benjamin  had  a  son 
James,  who  was  father  of  Matthew.  John,  the  common  ances- 
tor, mar.  Margaret  Ibrook,  a  remarkably  handsome  woman, 
sister  of  Mrs.  Hobart,  whose  husband,  Rev.  Peter  Hobart, 
edited  '*Tlobart/s  Journal."  (See  Briggs'  Yard.)  Matthew 
had  brothei*H  and  sistei-s,  viz. :  1.  John,  1st,  killed  at (/harles- 
town.  2.  jjynde.  3.  John,  2nd,  died  in  Dartmoor  Prison. 
4.  David,  who  was  father  of  John  Tower,  editor  of  the  "North 
lliver  Pioneer,"  spoken  of  elsewhere  in  this  book.  5.  Solo- 
mon. 6.  Lucy.  7.  Mary.  8.  Kachel ;  and  others,  many  of 
whom  left  children  who  have  families  in  ITanover,  Scituate,  and 
Hingham.  (See  "History  of  Hingham.")  The  "Peruvian" 
cost,  to  build,  $10,428.86 ;  and  the  "Pacific"  cost,  to  build, 
$87(57. ()9.  The  "Pacific"  was  lost  on  Kodiac,  near  Ahiska,  in 
186(),  then  owned  in  Nantucket.  The  "Peruvian  "  was  whaling 
in  the  Pacific,  in  1820,  under  Capt.  Christopher  Wyer,  and 
belonged  to  C.  Mitchell  &  Co.,  of  Nantucket.  In  1827,  she 
lost  her  first  mate,  Paul  Bunker.  He  hai^pooned  a  black  fish, 
which  struck  and  killed  him.  She  continued  whaling  in  the 
Pacific  until  1857,  when  she  was  broken  up  at  New  Bedford, 
thirty-nine  years  old.  Early  the  same  year,  or  in  January, 
1818,  the  firm  contracted  for,  and  began  to  build,  the  sch. 
"MINKUVA,"of  70  tons,  for  Capt.  Atkins  of  Piovincctown, 
who  used  her  whaling  oil'  the  Western  Islands.  Also,  in  1818, 
the  sch.  "WELCOME  RETURN,"  77  tons,  of  Boston  ;  and  in 
1811),  the  sch.  "RANGER,"  57  tons,  of  Boston,  of  which  Wal- 
ter Foster  was  the  master  carpenter.  The  same  year,  1819,  the 
firm  built  a  ship  which  they  named  after  the  family,  the  ship 
"FOSTER,"  317  tons,  that  cost  to  build,  $10,057.08.  The 
bottom  of  the  "Foster"  was  pierced  by  a  horn-fish  on  her  fii'Mt 
voyage,  and  the  horn  was  left  there.     When  they  sawed  it  off 
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in  the  hold,  the  water  rushed  through  the  oi>eiiing  one  thousand 
strokes  per  hour.  This  was  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  In  1820, 
she  wiis  at  the  Hawaiian  Island,  on  a  voyage  to  China.*  In 
182r>,  8hc  was  sheathed  partly  willi  lonlher.  In  1847,  when 
under  Capt.  Fiiincis  C*  Coflin  of  Mantucket,  she  shipped  eight 
thousand  gallons  of  oil  to  London,  and  was  condemned  at  the 
Seychelle  Islands,  near  Zanzibar.  The  Fosters  built,  in  1820, 
the  sch.  •*  COMBINE,"  99  tons,  of  Boston  ;  and  the  same  year, 
1820,  the  brig ''  MARGARET,"  185  tons,  of  Duxbury  ;  ownei-H,^ 
Soih,  Sanuiol,  and  Elislia  Foster,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  and  (Wishing Otisof 
Sciiuaie.  Nathan  Tildcn  worked  joincring  on  the  "Mai'garet." 
In  1821,  they  built  the  ship  '*LION,"  326  tons,  for  Christopher 
Mitchell  &  Co.,  Nantucket.  She  was  lost,  during  her  first 
voyage,  on  the  rocks,  while  making  Fanning's  Island,  in  the 
South  Pacific.  Also  in  1821,  the  Fosters  built  the  ship  **  CY- 
RUS," 328  tons,  which  Isisted  until  1845,  when  she  was  con* 
denuied  at  Rio  Janeiro.  The  next  year,  1822,  they  built  a 
•^high  deck  schooner,"  the  "NEW  PRISCILLA,"  125  tons,  of 
Chatham.  Also  in  1822,  the  ship  •" JAPAN,"  332  tons,  of 
Boston.  She  was  afterward  sold  to  Paul  Mitchell  &  Sons,  Nan- 
tucket, and  in  1825  was  whaling  in  the  Pacific,  under  Capt. 
Shubael  Hussey.  In  1846,  she  was  owned  by  Barker  & 
Atheam,  and  still  whaling  in  the  Pacific.  She,  however,  came 
home  soon  after,  and  sailed  for  San  Fnmcisco  in  1849,  where 
she  was  broken  up  in  1851.  F.  C.  Sanford  writes:  "I  am 
happy  to  say  that  I  was  there  about  that  time.  There  were  a 
thousand  ships  in  port,  from  every  i)aii  of  the  world,  and  of 
every  rig,  from  a  Chinese  junk  to  a  line-of-battle  ship."  Seth 
and  Samuel  Foster  &  Co.  built  the  sloop  '*  ALBION,"  in  1823, 
which  was  used  as  a  North  River  and  Boston  packet  for  many 
years.  Like  some  other  North  River  packets,  she  had  one-hau 
as  many  owners  as  she  wjis  tons  large.  In  1823,  Samuel  Tol- 
man,  Jr.,  bonght  of  Seth  and  Sanniel  Foster,  one-fifteenth  part 
of  the  hull  of  the  sloop  "Albion,"  for  ♦(>G.  The  sloop  "Albion'* 
was  28  tons,  of  Scituatc,  and  owned  by  Constant  F.  Oakmon^ 
MarKhlield  ;  Benjamin  Rogei*s,  Pembroke  ;  Samuel  jDeane^Eb- 
enezer  T.  Fogg,  Seth  and  Walter  Foster,  Lemuel  Turner,  John 
Nash,  John  Thaxter,  Joseph  Oldham,  Thomas  Cushing,  Aaron 
or  probably  Anson  Robbins,  Consider  Merritt,  Jr.,  and  Samuel 
Tolman  of  Scituate.     This  important  boat  was  afterward  sold 


•  For  MTount,  ste  Sanford't  article  on  "  fUaUxy  of  Noted  Vesaeli,**  Bostam  DaUff 
Aiheriiser,  Dec,  1871. 
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to  Boston.     The  Fosters  also  built,  in  1823,  the  brig  **  NEP- 
TUNE," 214  tons ;  David  Ellis,  of  Boston,  owner.     They  built, 
the  next  year,  the  brig  "Pioneer,"  at  the  launching  of  which 
fifteen  pounds  of  lamb,  bread,  and  sauce  are  charged  on  the 
books  at  $3.00.     Brig  ''PIONEER,"  built  in  1824,  231  tons, 
of  Duxbury,  was  owned  by  Seth,  Samuel,  and  Eiislia  Foster, 
Sr.  and  Jr.,  of  Scituate,  and  others.     She  was  sold  to  Eziti 
Weston,  and  by  him  to  New  Bedford  parties.     Elisha  Tolman 
"did  the  planking,  and  Daniel  Hall  the  joiner  work.     Later,  she 
was  changed  into  a  bark,  and  in  1872  was  held  at  Mauntius  for 
sevenil  months,  by  the  United  Stjites  Consul,  but  was  released, 
and  linally  sold  to  Fnnico  when  over  fifi\j  yvars  old.     The  ship 
'•JULIAN"  was  built  at  Foster's  Yard   before  1826;  Capt. 
Benjamin  Smith,  commander.     She  was  sold  to  New  York  by 
her  New  Bedford  owners  in  1862.     The  Fosters  built,  in  1825, 
the  brig  ^  DIANA,"  for  the  launching  of  which  vessel  twelve 
pounds  of  tallow  were  bought  for  $1.20,  to  use  on  the  ways ;  and 
in  May,  1 826, "  Pork,  bread,  sauce,  etc. ,  for  the  launching  of  the 
brig 'Diana,*  $4.25."     Nathaniel  Eels  worked  on  the  "Diana." 
The  launchings  were  attended  by  all  the  people  around  ;  schools 
closed,  and  business  was  generally  suspended.     A  spread  was 
always  given  by  the  builders,  which  was  usually  substantial, 
with  plenty  of  lemons,  sugar,  water,  etc.,  to  wash  it  down,  as 
is  seen  by  the  entries  in  the  old  account-books,  and  the  paities 
for  whom  the  vessels  were  built  often  sent  rMiuoi*s  or  refresh- 
ments  for  the   launchings.     In    1825,   the   Fosters   built  the 
"  SMYRNA,"  which  became  famous  ever  after  she  carried  the 
American  Stars  and  Stripes  into  the  Black  Sea  for  the  fii-st  time. 
She  was  owned  by  Ezm  Weston  of  Duxbury,  and  commanded 
by  Capt.  Seth  Sprague,  one  of  the  old  school  ship-masters  liv- 
ing in  1889,  in  South  Marshficld,  and  one  of  Neptune's  old  vet- 
erans.    He  has  had  a  varied  experience  on  the  great  deep,  from 
his  fii*8t  enlisting  as  a  sailor,  in  his  youthful  days,  until  his  riper 
years  found  him  in  command  of  as  proud  a  ship  as  at  that  time 
wiiled  the  ocean.     Capt.  Spni«rtie  was  b.  in  Marshficld,  Mass., 
Aug.  6,  171)8.     He  mar.,  in  1825,  Miss  W.  L.  Ford  of  Marsh- 
field,  and  he  says,  "From  that  time  on  success  attended  me." 
His  firat  voyage  was  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  with  Capt.  John 
Southard,  in  the  good  ship  "William  &  James."     On  account 
of  his  excellent  conduct  and  seamanship  he  was  promoted  to 
the  office  of  mate,  and  but  a  shoil  time  elapsed  before  he  was 
ottered  the  connnand   of  the  "  Smyrna,"  by  Ezra  Weston  of 
Duxbury,  for  whom  he  sailed  twenty-four  years.   He  accepted, 
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and  sailed  licr  for  five  years.  Wliilo  in  command  of  the 
*•  Smyrna,"  Ac  carried^  in  1830y  the  American  Flag  into  tfie 
JiUwk  Sea.  This  was  the  first  time  the  American  Flag  ever 
fioalvd  orrr  this  sea.  lie  was  next  connnnnder  of  the  ship 
**ltcnown/' built  at  Duxlmry.  In  her  ho  went  to  Kichmond, 
Ya.y  and  other  Southern  ports,  after  which  she  was  sold  to  New 
York  parties.  His  next  ship  was  the  ''Minerva."  In  her  he 
made  two  trips  to  New  Orleans,  and  one  from  South  Carolina 
to  Liverpool  and  London.  His  fourth  vessel  was  the  staunch 
ship  "  Vandalia,"  of  480  tons.  In  this  ship,  which  ho  com- 
manded two  years,  ho  made  four  voyages  across  the  Atlantic, 
from  New  Orleans  to  Liverpool,  and  to  other  poi-ts  in  tho 
United  States  and  elsewhere.  His  fifth  and  last  vessel  was  the 
ship  "  Mattakeesett,"  of  500  tons,  also  built  at  Duxbury.  In 
her  he  made  many  voyages  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans,  Pensa- 
cola,  Havre,  and  other  ports.  It  is  many  yeai-s  since  Capt. 
Sprague  retired  from  active  life  with  a  competence  for  his  de- 
clining years,  and  now,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety-one,  he  takes 
his  daily  walk  to  the  Post  OfBc«,  and  chats  freely  and  enter- 
tiiiningly  with  his  neighbors,  and  strangers,  about  the  days 
when  to  be  master  of  a  ship  of  five  hundred  tons  was  as  great 
an  honor  as  any  ambitious  man  need  seek. 

In  182G,  the  ship  '^LAGODA,"  340  tons,  was  built  by  Seth 
and  Sanmel  Foster,  and  owned  by  them  and  Thomas  Otis  of 
Scituate.  Sold  afterward  to  Boston.  In  1841,  she  was  pur- 
chased by  Jonathan  Bourne  of  New  Bedford,  who  owned  her 
forly-livo  yeai-s,  during  which  time  she  made  twelve  successful 
whaling  voyages.  She  is  now  owned  by  William  Lewis  and 
others,  and  whaling  in  the  Pacific  and  Arctic  Oceans,  from  New 
Bedford,  in  her  sixty-fourth  year.  She  arrived  in  San  Fran- 
cisco in  August,  1889,  from  tho  Arctic,  with  a  cargo  of  oil  and 
bone,  and  returned  to  the  Arctic  soon  after.  Some  of  the  men 
who  worked  or  furnished  material  on  Foster's  Yard,  from  1807 
to  1827,  were :  Elnathan  Cushing,  boring  holes;  Anson  Kob- 
bins,  painter  and  vamisher,  grandfather  of  Jas.  A.  R.  Under- 
wo(mI  of  Rockland ;  Warren  Sylvester,  Mr.  Knights,  Samuel 
Tilden,  Jr.,  Joe  Barell,  Samuel  Rogere,  Joe  and  Jonathan Mer- 
ritt,  William  Nash,  (Danl.  Merrit,  for  boring  fi48  holes,  $3.24), 
.  Toniljapham,  Thomas  llugglcs,  Jr. ;  Moses  Parsons,  planker ; 
Laban  Souther,  Ilowland  and  Zac  Rogers,  Jonathan  Oldham, 
Tom  Rogore,  spar-maker;  Joe  Clapp,  A.  Ewell,  John  and  Ira 
Bryant,  Warren  Hatch,  Christopher  B.  Jones,  who  used  to* 
make  pumps  and  dead-eyes;  Timothy   Church,.  Samuel  and. 
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Ismcl  Turner,  Elisha  Briggs,  Martin  Rogei's,  plankcr ;  Elislm 
Tolman,  joiner ;  Simeon  Keen,  George  and  David  Torrey,  in 
1810;  Asa  RoMrs,  and  othei-s.  In  1827 ,  the  brig  **CAMILLA,- 
233  tons,  of  Boston,  was  built  by  Seth  and  Samuel  Foster, 
Also  the  brig  ''BOSTON,*'  probably  built  by  them  in  1827, 
242  tons,  for  Thonwis  B.  Wales  &  Co.,  lioston.  The  following 
•are  some  of  the  voyages  made  by  the  "Boston:"  1827. 
Charleston  to  Amsterdam.  1828.  Matanzas  to  St.  Petersburg ; 
Charleston  to  Amsterdam.  1829.  Matanza.s  to  Antwerp.  1830. 
Havana  to  Marseilles.  1831.  Matanzas  to  Hamburg.  1832. 
Savannah  to  Hambui'g,  and  Havana  to  Hamburg.  1833.  Sa- 
vannah to  Hiunburg,  and  Baltimore  to  Bremen,  with  logwood, 
lignum  viUe,  etc.  1834.  Charleston  to  Rotterdam.  1835. 
-Charleston  to  Amsterdam.  Samuel  &  Walter  Foster  built,  in 
1828,  the  brig  ''RUSSIAN,"  222  tons,  of  Boston;  and  the 
next  year,  1829,  a  vessel  well  known  in  Scituate,  the  brig 
•'MARSHAL  NEY,"  192  tons,  of  Boston,  named  after  Napo- 
leon's General,  who  was  afterward  shot.  The  "Marshal  Ncy" 
was  rigged  at  the  yard,  taken  to  Boston,  and  Capt.  Crowell  of 
Chatham  there  took  charge  of  her.  George  Foster  was  very 
anxious  to  go  in  her,  and  linally  ])ersunded  the  captain  to  allow 
him.  They  took  a  cargo  and  sailed  for  the  West  Indies,  but, 
when  five  days  out,  struck  on  Handkerchief  Shoals,  and  were 
nearly  a  total  loss.  George  Foster  came  home  from  his  long 
voyage  after  two  weeks  absence.  The  vessel  was  raised,  taken 
to  Boston,  and  repaired  on  the  Marine  Rjiilway.  The  under- 
writers threw  her  on  to  the  owners,  and  the  caphiin  lost  all  of 
his  property.  After  Capt.  Seth  Foster  died,  Samuel  and  Wal- 
ter took  in  Elijah  Brooka  as  partner  for  a  time.  Ai)out  18iU), 
the  Fosters  built  the  brig  "  MAGNOLIA,"  about  250  tons,  and 
a1)out  the  same  time  a  ship  of  about  300  tons,  which  broke 
down  on  the  ways,  and  had  to  be  dug  out  and  got  off  on  rollers. 
The  hollow  can  be  seen  at  the  present  day.  They  built,  in 
1831,  the  brig, afterward  the  sell.,  "TOKEN,"  141  tons, mixed 
wood,  iron  fastened  ;  sold  to  New  York.  Uepaire<l  in  1859. 
•Owned  in  1861  by  Tracy  and  others,  St.  George,  Me.,  Capt. 
Tracy.     Samuel  Foster  was  the  master  carpenter. 

In  1831,  Turner  Foster  and  Joseph  Clapp  formed  a  partner- 
ship, and  built  on  that  part  of  the  yard  known  as  the  "Old 
♦Curtis  Yard,"  probably  so  named  after  some  Curtis  who  may 
have  owned  the   land.*     Samuel  Foster    occupied  the  yai-d 


•  See  Chittenden  Yard. 
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adjoining nt  tho  same  time,  and  in  1832  built  the  brig  *'  CHICK- 
ASAW.** 171  tons,  of  Boston.  Joshua  Tunier  Foster,  or  Tur- 
ner Foster,  as  he  is  commonly  called,  was  born  in  So.  Scituate, 
January,  1810,  where  ho  remained  until  ho  was  sixteen,  when 
he  went  to  Medford  to  learn  the  ship-airpenter's  tmde,  enter- 
ing the  yard  of  Sprague  &  James.  Here  he  served  his  time, 
and  at  twenty-one,  when  he  became  free,  returned  to  Scituate, 
and  built  four  vessels  in  partnei*ship  with  Joseph  Clapp,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Clapp  &  Foster.  They  were  the  brig 
"WATEll-WlTClI,"  1(J7  tons,  built  in  1831,  for  IJ.  C.  Clark, 
Boston,  of  which  Joseph  Clapp  was  mtister  carpenter ;  in  1832, 
the  bark  ''MADAGASCAR,*'  of  242  tons,  built  for  Curtis  & 
Hall  of  Bostcm,  Clapp  &  Foster,  master  carpenters;  and  in 
1833  the  brig  "GANGES,"  250  tons,  owned  by  William  C.  Fay 
and  John  H.  Pierson,  and  lost  on  the  Spanish  Main,  under 
Capt.  Kayniond,  about  1848.  Tho  last  vessel  built  by  this  firm 
was  in  1833,  the  brig  "  ATTILA,"  20G  tons,  of  Boston,  named 
aflcr  tho  famous  Hun  leader.  Mr.  Clapp  theu  went  into  pait- 
nership  with  Samuel  Foster  and  brothel's. 

TuiTfier  Foster,  who  had  now  reached  his  twenty-fifth  year, 
returned  to  the  Sprague  &  James  Yard,  in  Medford,  as  fore- 
man. He  mar.  Ellen  Sprague,  dau.  of  a  member  of  the  firm, 
and  they  had  five  children  and  three  now  dead.  4.  William  T., 
who  h:is  two  sons;  T).  Laura,  who  mar.  Edward  H.  Parker, 
and  has  one  son.  Before  Mr.  Foster  left  Scituate,  the  fii*st 
time,  ho  used  to  help  his  father  at  tho  store,  and  often  carried 
the  "black-strap"  (rum,  sweotcinod  with  molasses,)  down  to 
the  yards,  but,  during  the  seventy-eight  years  of  his  life,  has 
never  used  tobacco,  nor  tasted  8[)irit  save  as  a  medicine.  He 
used  to  play  the  clarionet,  and,  together  with  Uncle  Sam  Rog- 
ers, went  to  singing  school  in  Pembroke.  At  that  time  Mr. 
]^)<^el's  was  courting  a  Miss  SUindish,  and  Mr.  Foster  was 
obliged  to  wait  for  him  to  go  to  her  house  and  do  his  courting, 
before  they  went  home,  as  Mr.  Rogers  had  the  team,  and  it  was 
a  long  walk.  Mr.  Foster  has  built  in  Medford,  as  successor  to 
Spnigue  &  James,  on  the  same  yard,  sixty-four  vessels,  from 
1250  tons  down,  building  the  last  one,  the  '*Pilgiim,'*  in  1872, 
which  was  also  the  last  vessel  built  in  Medford.  Ho  has  held 
ninny  positions  of  trust,  being  Ensign  at  nineteen,  and  Captain 
at  twenty-four  years  of  ago,  of  the  old  Medford  military  com- 
])any,  holding  commissions  signed  by  ^^old  Gov.  Honest  John 
Davis  **  and  Gov.  Levi  Lincoln.  He  has  been  on  the  School  Com- 
mittee, and  Selectman  for  eleven  different  years,  Assessor  four 
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years,  and  Representative  to  the  Legislature  in  1883  and  1884, 
the  latter  year  being  the  oldest  man  in  the  House.  He  caa 
now  dance  with  as  light  a  step  as  a  boy  of  sixteen,  and  is  aa 
bright  and  clear  in  his  mind  as  he  ever  was. 

An  epitaph  current  in  connection  with  this  yard  reads  as 
follows  • 

'*  Under  this  greensward  pat, 
Lies  the  hulk  of  old  ♦*♦♦♦♦♦••. 
Shepherds  rejoice,  and  do  not  weep, 
For  he  is  dead  who  stole  your  sheep." 

Tlie  deceased  was  noted  for  putting  other  farmers*  sheep  into 
his  own  flock,  and  marking  them  with  his  private  mark.  We 
have  no  proof  as  to  the  identity  of  the  writer,  but  the  lines  are 
not  inconsistent  with  Mr.  Foster's  jovial  disposition. 

Joseph  Clapp  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Clapp,  who 
was  bom  in  Dorchester,  Eng.,  in  1597,  and  came  to  Dorches- 
ter, Mass.,  with  the  early  settlers  of  that  place.  His  grandson, 
Thomas,  bom  1703,  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of 
his  time.  Thomas  was  President  of  Yalo  CoUogo  from  1740 
until  17G4,  when  ho  resigned  and  returned  to  Scituate,  whci*e 
he  died  the  following  year.  He  wrote  many  books,  among 
them  a  valuable  history  of  Yale  College.  A  notice  of  the  death 
of  his  brother  Nathaniel's  child  appears  in  an  old  paper,  as  fol- 
lows : 

••  Wo  hoar  from  Scitnato,  (hat  on  Monday  Mornin<:j  last  (Thiirs.  An«i:.  IC. 
1770)  a  promising  Yoiilli,  about  11  Ycjirs  of  Ago,  Son  lo  Nalhaniol  ('lai>, 
Esq.  of  that  Town,  driving  a  Cart  down  a  steep  Hill,  ono  of  the  Wheels 
taking  tho  rising  (iround  overset  (he  Cart,  and  killed  iho  liad  instantly  on 
the  Spot." — The  Mass.  Qazelte  and  Boston  Weekly  Neivs-LeUer, 

Tho  new  finii  of  Samuel  Foster  &  Go,  built,  in  18«33,  the 
brig  "  BOSTON,"  170  tons,  of  Gloucester,  whaling  off  Califor- 
nia m  1857.  Also  in  1833,  the  brig  "BALTIMORE,"  1G1> 
tons,  of  Boston,  aftorwanl  of  New  l^cdford,  a  whaler;  in  1834, 
the  bark  "N1A(JAKA,"  232  tons,  of  Boston  ;  in  1835,  the  bark 
"SARATOGA,"  289  tons,  of  Boston.  Also  in  1835,  the  bark 
"NEPTUNE,"  231  tons,  of  Boston.  Joseph  Clapp  was  the 
master  carpenter  of  the  "Niagara"  and  "Saratoga."  The 
" Neptune"  appears  to  be  the  last  vessel  built  by  the  Fosters, 
and,  excepting  those  built  by  Litchfield  &  Burrill,  was  proba- 
bly the  last  vessel  built  at  these  yards.  "Hay  ward's  Now  Eng- 
land Gazetteer,"  1839,  says,  under  "Scituate,"  that  the 
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"North  River  is  noted  for  the  fine  ships  built  on  its  banks,  the 
vahie  of  vessels  annually  built  being  $40,000.  These  vessels  are  of 
superior  niccli.tnism,  and  are  built  of  native  white  oak,  remarkable 
for  its  durability.  Durinjjr  the  year  ending  April  i,  1837,  Scituate 
had  twenty-two  vessels  engaged  in  fishing,  and  took  6500  barrels  of 
mackerel,  valued  at  $46,000.** 

The  Wanton  Yard,  after  the  Fosters  left  it,  was  next  occu- 
pied by  Cumniings  Litchfield  and  James  S.  Burrill,  James  S. 
Iturrill  WHM  born  in  Woynioutli,  Mjish.,  and  was  son  of  Isaac, 
who  was  also  born  ni  Weymouth,  lie  married  Martha  Stock- 
bridge  of  iScituate,  Mass.,  and  finally  moved  to  Medford,Mass. 
Cumniings  Litchfield  was  son  of  Bemard  and  gi*andson  of  Eli- 
jah Litchfield.  He  was  bom  in  1815,  and  has  been  a  most 
active  man.  His  education  has  been  acquired  chiefly  by  expe- 
rience and  observation  He  left  school  at  the  age  of  ten,  and 
went  fishing  with  his  father  in  the  sch.  "Hope."  His  first  trip 
w:ks  made  in  three  weeks,  when  they  returned  to  port  with  u 
full  fare,  two  barrels  being  credited  to  young  Litchfield.  His 
next  adventure  was  in  the  sch.  "Beaver,**  cod-fishing.  In 
making  the  run  home  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  in  a  stoiTii,  they 
endeavored  to  make  a  port  near  Cape  Ann,  but  were  run  into 
and  sunk.  The  crew  was  saved  by  the  colliding  vessel,  and 
safely  landed.  The  next  day  Mr.  LitchfieUl  took  the  packet 
for  r>oston,  and  walked  home,  barefooted.  He  continued  fish- 
ing, summers,  until  he  \\\va  seventeen,  and  made  occasional 
trips  to  Southern  ports  during  the  winter,  in  the  coasting  trade.* 
He  went  to  Medford  and  learned  the  ship-carpenter's  trade  of 
builder  Jotham  Stetson.  He  sei'ved  three  years  or  more  with 
Mr.  Stetson,  and  his  first  job  afterward  was  at  Grand  Island, 
N.  Y.,  where,  with  Mr.  Delano,  he  helped  build  a  steamboat. 
He  then  returned  to  Massjichusetts  and  worked  in  the  Navy 
Yard  three  months,  when  he  went  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and 
helped  repair  the  United  States  ship  "  Ohio.''  We  next  hear  of 
him  in  the  British  Dominions,  just  over  our  eastern  boundary, 
where  bo  helped  build  a  ship  of  1200  tons,  all  of  white  oak, 
being  the  first  ship  of  that  material  built  at  that  place.  In 
1838,  he  commenced  building  vessels  on  his  own  account,  on 
North  liiver.  This  y(»ar  he  Imilt,  in  compjuiy  with  Mr.  Burrill, 
the  sch.  "LITCHFIELD,"  G5  tons,  one  deck  and  two  mjwts,of 
Boston.  She  had  a  billet-head,  which  was  afterward  substi- 
tuted by  a  figure-head.  Capt.  John  White  was  at  one  time 
master  of  her.  She  was  in  the  Curacoa  fmiting  trade,  and  was 
lost,  in  about  fwQ  yeai*s,  on  the  back  side  of  Cape  Cod.     T!:e 
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crew  were  saved.  Mr.  Litchfield  and  his  partner  built  at  this 
yai-d,  in  1839,  the  sch.  •*LYDIA  KING,"  22  tons,  owned  by 
Capt.  Bemai*d  and  Cummings  Litchfield  and  James  S.  Burrill, 
at  Scituate.  Mr.  Litchfield  afterward  sold  one-half  of  her  to 
Oakes  Lawrence.  Later  she  was  sold  to  Mailha*s  Vineyard, 
and  ran  as  a  packet  to  lk)8ton.  She  was  at  one  time  owned  m 
Dartmouth,  and  was  finally  run  into  and  sunk  in  Vineyard 
Sound.  This  firm  also  built,  at  this  yard,  a  brig,  in  1840 ; 
probably  the  **  FRANKLIN,-  172  tons,  of  Provincetown.  The 
firm  dissolved,  and  thus  ended  the  shi])-lmilding  on  this  yard, 
possibly  for  all  time.  Cummings  Litchfield  built  near  his  pix^H- 
ent  residence  in  So.  Scituate  in  1852,  and  later  at  Union  Bridge.* 
In  the  meantime  he  worked  at  the  different  yards  on  the  river, 
and  also  went  to  sea.  He  is  now  living  in  Norwell,  where  he 
carries  on  an  extensive  farm. 


•  See  MlfoelUneoue  Scituate  Terdi. 


CHAPTER   XIV. 


CHITTENDEN  YARD.— 1690-1871. 


JOB  RANDALL,  EDWARD  rROUTT,  I8AA0  PROUTT,  I8AA0  OHIT- 
TENDENy  NATHANIEL  GIIITTENDEN,  OBADIAH  MBRRnT,  NOAH 
MEKKITT,  SAMUEL  SILVESTER,  GEORGE  TORRET,  JAMES  TOR- 
REr,  I8AA0  TORREY,  GEORGE  TORREY,  JR.,  DAVID  TORRET, 
JOSEPH  NASH,  ELISHA  BARKER,  LABAN  SOUTHER,  JOSEPH 
PRATT,  CHARLES  COLE,  WALTER  FOSTER,  ELIJAH  OUDWORTH, 
LABAN  GUDWORTH,  JOSEPH  CUDWORTH,  JOHN  CUDWORTH, 
HENRT  MERRITT,   JOSEPH  MERRITT. 


THE  Chittenden  Yard  was  located  next  below  the  Wanton 
Yard,  on  the  Norwell  side  of  North  River,  on  the  first  rise 
of  land  just  «Im)vo  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Second  Herring 
Brook.  In  1(>78,  it  was  ii<i:reed  that  the  land  between  the  Sec- 
ond Herrinff  Brook  and  Edward  Wanton's  land  be  reserved  for 
the  use  of  3ie  ministry.  It  was  sold  in  1702-3.  Until  1799, 
there  was  a  Town  Landing  at  this  yard 

Job  limidallj  who  built  here  about  1690,  was  probably  the 
first  shipwright  to  occupy  this  yard.  He  was  son  of  William 
Kiuidall,  who  a\n\e  to  Marshfield  from  Khode  Island  in  1636, 
and  later  moved  into  So.  Scituate  where  he  lived  about  twenty 
rods  nordi  of  Till's,  or  Dwcllcy's  Creek,  on  the  site  of  the  late 
Elisha  Foster's  residence.  Job  litmdall  was  b.  in  1664.  He  mar., 
and  settled  one-(iuarter  of  a  mile  south  of  Herring  Brook  Hill, 
where  David  Torrey  lived  later.  He  hml  children  :  1.  Mary, 
b.  1(>80.  2.  Job,  b.  1683,  who  settled  on  the  Marshfield  or 
Pembroke  side  of  the  river,  at  Job's  Landing.  3.  James,  b. 
1685.  4.  Nehemiah,  b.  1688.  5.  Lydia,  b.  1690.  6.  Sam- 
uel, b.  1694.    This  family  has  descendants  in  West  Norwell, 
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Alass.y  in  Topslmm  and  other  towns  in  Maine,  and  in  Ilarps- 
well  and  Pembroke.  Isaac,  brother  of  Job,  lived  to  be  one 
hundred  and  two  years  old.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
records  that  Job  Randall  built  mostly  for  Samuel  Lillio  and 
Andi*ew  Belcher  of  Boston,  and  for  i^ndwich  paities.  Many 
of  Andrew  Bclchei-'s  vessels  wore  privatcei*s  uscil  in  the  French 
war. 

The  first  record  of  vessels  probably  built  at  this  yard  was  in 
1094,  brig't'n  **  HOPE  WELL,'*  40  tons ;  owners,  Capt.  Samuel 
Prince  of  Sandwich,  and  John  Devin  of  Boston.  Also  the 
same  year,  1694,  sloop  ''DUBARTUS,"  25  tons;  ownera,  An- 
draw  Ikslcher,  merchant,  John  (Joleman,  IVoston  ;  msustcr,  RoIk 
crt  Starkcy.  1(599.  Ship  "HANNAH,"  70  tons, Capt. Thonuw 
Lillie ;  owner,  Samuel  Lillie  of  Boston.  Also  the  same  year, 
1699,  brig't'n  ^MARY,**  40tons, Capt. Thomas  Parker;  owner, 
Samuel  Lillie,  Boston.  1700.  Ship  ''MEHETABLE,''  86  tons, 
Capt.  Jonathan  Lambert;  owner,  Samuel  Lillie, Boston.  Also 
the  same  year,  1700, ship  "TWO  BROTIHCltS,'*  60U)nH,Oipt. 
John  Welsh ;  owners,  Andrew  Belcher,  Samuel  JLiillie  of  Bos- 
ton, merchants.  1701.  Sloop  "TRYAL,"  20  tons,  of  Sand- 
wicli ;  ownei-s,  Capt.  Samuel  Prince  of  Sandwich,  Job  Randall 
of  Scituate,  and  Ciitcnit  Gillani  of  Saybrook.  1702.  Ship 
"CONTENT,"  120  tons,  Capt.  lIuo;li  Shannon;  owner, Samuel 
Lillie.  1705.  BrigVn  "  ADVENTURE,"  60  tons,  built  at  Scit- 
uate,  and  lately  called  the  ** RandoV  ;  owners,  Andrew  Belcher 
and  Samuel  Lillie  of  Boston,  and  David  Bucklyn  of  Boston. 

Job  Rimdall  was  succeeded  at  this  yard  by  cither  Edward  or 
Isaac  Proxity^  or  perhaps  by  both.  They  were  brothers,  and 
were  sons  of  Richard,  who  came  to  Scituate  in  1()7(),  and  each 
has  descendants  in  Hanover,  Spencer,  and  Scituate,  Msiss.  No 
records  of  the  vessels  built  by  the  Proutys  seem  to  be  in  ex- 
istence. 

The  Cliitt>cndcns  built  here,  as  early  as  1700,  the  sloop  **  SEA- 
FLOWER,"  aO  tons,  Nathaniel  Tilding,  Moses  Simons,  Joseph 
Tilding,  Isaac  Chittenden^  and  Samuel  Marshall  of  Boston, 
owners.  They  also  built,  as  late  as  1714,  the  sloop  "SEA- 
FLOWER,"  40  tons ;  owners,  Thonuis  Macomber,  John  Rog- 
ers and  Isaac  Chittenden  of  Scituate,  and  Samuel  Doirjrett  of 
Marshfield.  The  above  are  the  only  vessels  that  have  been 
positively  located  as  having  been  built  at  this  yard  by  the  Chit- 
tendenSy  though  they  probably  built  a  great  many,  and  some 
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lator  than  1714.  From  tho  timo  of  tlicir  ownorahip,  probably 
Insfoit)  170S),  unlit  the  present  time,  tlio  spot  bus  ever  l)eon 
known  t\8  the  Cbittenclon  Yard.  Membei*s  of  tbe  Chittonden 
family  are  Iniried  in  tbe  ''Old  First  Parisb  Cemetery,"  opposite 
No.  6  School-bouse,  on  tbe  rond  to  Greenbusb.  Isaac  Chitten- 
den was  son  of  Isaac,  who  was  killed  May  20,  167G,  in  defend- 
ing Scituate  from  the  Indians  during  King  Philip's  War,  and 
grandson  of  Isaac,  one  of  tbe  men  of  Kent,  who  came  into 
bcituate  with  bis  father,  Thomas,  in  1033.  Isaac  was  probably 
succeeded  at  tbe  yard  by  his  nephew  NaUianid^  b.  1724.  Na- 
thaniel's son  NathanieU  b.  1751,  lived  near  tbe  mouth  of  tbe 
Second  Herring  Brook,  and  probably  built  at  this  yard  then. 
He  mar.  Buth  Foster,  aftei'wards  wife  of  Dea.  Elisba  James. 

a  member  of  this  family,  was  at  one 

^^f9s^ ciUu^r^A\»^  time,  prior  to  1700,  a  Selectman,  and 

Sui-veyor  of  tbe  town  of  Scituate. 
Descendants  of  tbe  Cbittendons  moved  to  Cbarlcstown,  Prince- 
ton, and  oilier  towns  in  Massachusetts.  Tbe  following,  taken 
from  tbe  Boston  News-LeUer  of  Dec.  10,  1761,  is  intei*esting, 
as  it  shows  that  lis^bters  or  packets  were  used  during  the  early 
days  for  transporting  the  necessaries  of  life  : 

**  Saturday  night  last  we  had  here  very^  violent  gusts  of  wind,  which  we 
hear  has  blown  uown  considerable  fencing  in  tlie  neighboring  towns ;  a 
Lighter  going  from  this  town  to  Ilingham  or  Scituate  was  sunk  near  Spec- 
tacle Island ;  the  people  with  great  difficulty  got  ashore  alive.^^ 

Shipwreck,  however,  was  but  one  of  tbe  dangere  that  men- 
aced our  packets  before  tbe  Revolution.  Insults  and  assaults 
were  frequent,  until  "patience  ceased  to  be  a  virtue,"  and, 
added  to  the  pei*secutions  and  unjust  taxation,  hastened  to  bring 
on  that  glorious  stniggle  that  made  us  free,  tbe  last  centennial 
of  which — the  inaugumticm  of  Wasbinfrton  —  we  cclobnited  on 
April  30  of  this  year  (1881)),  and  which  day  our  Govenior, 
through  some  unexplained  reason,  fniled  to  appoint  a  day  of 
thanksgiving.  Massachusetts,  heretofore  far  ahead  in  patriot- 
ism, was  certainly  unpatriotic  this  time.  We  have  bad  a  pros- 
perous century,  and  let  us  hope  that  every  tine  American  gave 
thnnks  on  tb:it  dsiy,  for  tho  blessings  of  God  and  our  present 
prosperous  condition.  Scituate  bore  her  share  of  tbe  iKsreecu- 
tion  during  the  lievolution,  one  instance  of  which  is  recorded 
in  the  Boston  Gazette  and  Couiitry  Journal  of  Sept.  26,  1769  : 

**  On  Friday  last  a  Coaster,  belonging  to  Scituate,  was  passing  one  of  the 
ships  of  War  in  tliis  harbour,  when  they  dousM  their  mainsail,  but  it  not 
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being  quite  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  comniandinor  ofTicer  of  the  ship,  they 
sent  their  boat  on  boanl  and  upon  the  C)ltiecr*s  stepping  upon  the  sloop^ 
deck  lie  immediately  drew  a  cutlass  with  which  he  struck  the  master  of  the 
coaster  on  the  cheek,  which  cut  a  gash  near  three  inches  lone,  after  which 
he  damned  him  for  not  showing  more  respect  to  the  King*s  snip  and  then 
cut  the  halliards  of  the  main-sail  and  let  the  sail  run  down  upon  deck.  We 
are  told  that  the  coaster  apply*d  to  the  Lieut.  Gov.  for  his  advice  and  assist- 
ance in  procuring  redress  for  this  naval  &  insolent,  but  now-a-days,  too 
common  treatment,  given  some  of  his  MaJesU^s  American  subjects.  We  do 
not  yet  learn  how  his  Honor  advised  or  concluded  on  this  occasion  ** 

While  ship-building  was  probably  the  largest  business  car- 
ried on  in  Scituate  at  this  early  date,  it  was  by  no  means  the 
only  business.  The  Boston  Evening  Post^  Jan.  11,  1768, 
says: 

*'  Last  week  a  gentleman  at  Scituate  sent  up  here  (Boston^  15  samples  of 
different  kinds  oi  cloths  lately  manufactured  there,  consisting  of  broad 
cloths,  serges,  tammys,  shalloons,  camblets,  figured  stuffs  &c:  which  are 
said  by  jg;ood  iudges  to  be  superior  in  quality  to  any  of  the  sort  usually  im- 
ported from  abroad." 

The  inhabitants  of  those  days  were  obliged  to  look  into  the 
dictionary  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  the  word  "lazy.**  The 
MerriUs  built  Iiere  before  1800.  In  178r),  tlio  sch.  ''LIVELY,** 
56  tons,  was  built  at  Scituate ;  Obadiah  and  Noah  Merritt  of  Scit- 
uate, owners.  Obadiah,  b.  1723,  was  a  descendant  of  Henry  Mer- 
ritt, who  was  in  Scituate  in  1G28.  He  has  descendants  living 
in  Scituate  and  Norwell.  His  son  Noah,  b.  1759,  has  descend- 
ants at  New  Orleans,  La.  Early  in  the  last  century  is  recorded 
an  accident  ha[)pening  at  this  yard  :  liczalccl  Palmer,  I).  170(J, 
was  killed  by  a  fall.  Ho  left  a  widow  and  children.  Ho  was 
son  of  IJczalccl,  and  grandnon  of  John,  .Ir.  Among  the  lirst 
vessels  built  here  after  the  licvolution  v/ere,  in  1786,  the  sch. 
"  BACHELOR,"  44  tons ;  owned  by  Noah  and  Abijah  Otis  and 
Gid.  Chittenden  of  Scituate.  1789.  Sch.  "SALLY,"  32  tons, 
of  Scituate;  William  Barker,  owner,  Scituate.  1793.  Sch. 
"LYDIA,"  50  tons,  of  Poi-tsmouth.  1794.  Ship  «  MER- 
CHANT," 179  ton.M,  of  Boston.  1795.  S<h.  "JANE,"  (15 
tons,  of  Trovincctown.  1795.  Sch.  "  MARY  &  NANCY,"  Ai 
tons,  of  Scituate  ;  owned  and  probably  built  by  SaniT  Silvester ; 
afterward  sold  to  Boston.  There  used  to  be  a  Weymouth  man  who 
carted  lumber  to  the  ship-yard,  and  "  Uncle  "  Sam  Silvester,  as  he 
was  called,  was  one  of  the  workmen  who  was  considered  good  at 
telling  stories.  One  day,  when  the  Weymouth  man  came,  the 
cai7)enters  got  him  to  tell  some  st-ories,  to  see  if  ho  could  get 
ahead  of  Uncle  Sam.     He  tried  to  make  out  the  Scituate  peo- 
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plc  quite  ignomnt  compared  witli  the  people  of  Weymouth, 
lie  sjiid  that  on  his  way  over  to  Scituatc,  the  Sunday  before,  to 
hoar  old  Dr.  liarnc«  prcadi,  ho  allied  at  a  house  on  his  way 
acrosM  lots  to  got  a  drink  of  water,  and,  finding  the  lady  of  the 
house  washing,  said,  "Do  you  wash  Sundays?"  "No,"  she 
replied,  "  I  do  not  intend  to  ;  I  did  not  know  it  was  Sunday." 
Uncle  Sam  heard  the  story  through,  and  then  said,  "I  knew 
that  woman ;  she  was  a  Weymouth  woman." 

also   built  at 
Cohasset , 

among  other  vessels,  the  sch.  "Hero,"  57  tons,  in  1806,  for 
Job  Turner  of  Cohasset.  Prominent  among  the  old  school- 
masters of  his  time  was  Elisha  Sylvester,  of  the  same  family. 
He  was  a  good  scholar  and  had  a  good  school.  When  the  Rev- 
olution connncncod  he  did  not  like  the  idea  of  joining  the  army, 
so  ho  became  a  Quaker,  after  which  he  was  always  called 
"  Elisha  Quaker." 

George  Torrey  was  building  at  this  yard  as  early  as  1794.* 
He  was  son  of  Caleb,  a  direct  descendant  of  Lieut.  James,  who 
was  in  Scituate  before  1640.  George's  son  George  succeeded 
his  father. 

^<-i^    i/li-    — ^  was    representative    to    the 

/^fiL/Sln  J^y^fi^ ^  General  Court  from  Scituate 

^  ^  174!L    There  appears  in  7%c 

Massachusetts  Spy  of  May  14, 1772,  the  following  : 

*•  Died,  at  Scituate,  Capt.  Caleb  Torrey.    He  was  formerly  a  representa- 
tive in  the  General  Court  for  that  town.^* 

George  Toirey  built,  at  the  Chittenden  Yard,  in  1794,  the 
sch.,  afterwards  brig,  "BETSEY,"  111  tons,  of  Boston. 
Owners,  James Toney  of  Boston,  shipwright,  Joseph  and  James 
llogoi's  and  Samuel  Truant  of  Mai-shficld,  and  George  Torrey 
ofSciluale.  Benjamin  Briggs,  Jr.,  wjis  csiptsiin  of  her.  He 
built,  m  179G,  the  sch.  "BETSEY,"  95  tons.  Owned  by 
Samuel  Tmant,  Sr.,  &  Jr.,  George  ToiTey,  Joseph  and  James 
Itogcrs,  of  Marshlield.  In  1797  he  built  the  sch.  "TIIANK- 
FUIj,"  129  tons,  of  Mai*shfield.  Owners,  Joseph  and  James 
Itogers  and  Amos  Hatch   of  Marshfield,  George  and  James 


*  See  Block-boase  Yard. 
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Ton-ey  of  Scituate.  This  vessel  is  one  of  the  claimants  to  the 
French  spoliation.  He  built  in  1799  the  sch.  «  LYDIA.,**  81 
tons.  Owned  by  James  Little  and  Oliver  and  Coleman  Jenkins 
of  Scituate.  Tho  shijibuildcrs  in  the  Torrcy  family  wcm-o  all 
descendants  of  Ijicuit.  tlamcs  ToiTcy,  a  clothier  who  was  in 
Scituate  prior  to  KMO  (hco  IWjj^i^.s  Yanl).  Jm/ies  son  of  Capt. 
Caleb  was  b.  in  1755  and  had  sons  :  James,  who  went  to  Maine ; 
Rev.  William,  who  removed  to  Canandaigua ;  and  Charles,  who 
deceased  early.  Isaac,  brother  of  James,  was  b.  in  1740, 
d.  in  1812,  unniarricd.  George  ToiTcy,  who  built  many 
vessels  for  the  Itolfcs  of  Virginia  and  other  large  ship  owners 
prior  to  1800,  some  of  which  are  given  above,  wius  also  son  of 
Capt.  Caleb,  lie  was  b.  in  1758,  d.  July  13,  1813.  He  had 
children:  1.  George,  Jr.;  2.  David;  3.  Isaac,  who  had  one 
dau.,  now  residing  in  Maine ;  4.  Otis ;  6.  Sally,  mar.  twice,  no 
children ;  6.  Lucy,  mar.  twice,  had  two  children ;  7.  Betsey. 
George  and  David  succeeded  their  father  and  built  together  on 
the  river  for  some  time,  after  which  they  dissolved  partuei'ship. 
George  went  to  BuUalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  built  vessels  for 
service  on  Lake  Erie.  David  fonned  a  co-paitnership  with 
William  James  and  built  vessels  at  Quincy  as  early  as 
1816,   and  Wm.   James   built    there    as    late    as   1822,   and 

on   Noith    River    later.       George   Torrej/^  Jr.,   mar.    

Day;  they  had  children:  1,  John  D.,  who  kept  the 
South  Shore  House,  Scituate,  for  many  j'oars.  He  mar.  a 
widow  Vinal ;  2.  Thankful  O. ;  3.  George  O.,  who  mar. 
and  has  children.  He  was  born  Aug.  27,  1820,  and  until  he 
was  twelve  years  old  worked  on  \ho  farm  the  year  round  with 
the  exception  of  three  montlis  winter  schooling.  At  twelve  ho 
went  to  sea  in  the  ship ''Henry  Took,"  to  the  Eiust  Indies. 
Vernon  H.  Brown  the  j)resent  great  merchant  of  New  York 
after  whom  the  author  of  this  book  was  named,  was  supercargo. 
He  next  went  in  the  ship  "  Seaman,"  to  New  Orleans  where  she 
was  sold,  and  he  shipped  in  the  "Concordia"  of  700  tons.  He 
went  to  Liverpool  and  then  came  homo.  At  eighteen  he 
entered  one  of  the  ship-yards  of  North  Iviver  and  leaiiKHl  the 
trade  of  ship-carpenter,  which  trade  he  lollowed  for  many  yeai*s. 
Mr.  Torrey  has  always  been  noted  for  his  genial  hearty  laugh, 
and  for  his  ability  to  excite  something  similar  in  others  by  his 
many  jokes  and  stories.  He  is  invariably  in  good  spirits  and  a 
valuable  man  in  a  sick  room.  4.  Elizabeth ;  5.  Henry ;  6. 
Otis ;  7.  Josiah ;  8.  Fmnces ;  9.  Abigail ;  10.  Albeit,  mar. 
dau.    of   Ira  Barker  and   has  seveml    children.      11.   Lucy 
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mar. Tower.     Five  of    these    are  now  living.      David 

Torrey,  bro.  of  George,  Jr.,  mar.  Vesta  Howard,  of  West 
Bridgcwatcr.  lie  d.  Oct.  10,  1877,  aged  90  years,  7  months. 
They  had  children :  1.  Mauy  Otis,  who  mar.  Walter  llobbins, 
no  children.  2.-  George  Howard  mar.  Harriett  Gushing  and 
has  three  children :  Howard  Gushing,  George  Everett  and 
Florence.  3.  David,  Jr.,  mar.  Eveline  Bowker ;  he  d.  in  1884. 
They  had  two  children :  Emma  Howard,  who  mar.  Edgar 
Bates,  and  Edwin  Bowker.  4.  Vesta  H.,  who  mar.  1st,  Albion 
Turner,  I)y  whom  she  had  children,  who  d.  young;  2nd,  Job 
A.  Turner,  by  whom  she  had  two  children :  Carrie,  who  mar. 
George  F.  lilake,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,  and  Albion  Bryant,  now 
of  Boston,  who  mar.  Alice  Rawson  of  Ne\vton.  5.  Gharlbs. 
now  of  Boston,  who  mar.  Adelaide  J.  Bo  wen.  They  have  three 
children :  Charles  Everett,  who  mar.  Lucy  K.  Paine  of  Cali- 
foiTiia,  Edith  A.,  who  mar.  Fred  Allen,  and  Hany  B.,  who  is 
unmarried.  G.  EvKiunT,  now  of  Boston,  mar.  1st,  Eliz^  D. 
Webb,  who  d.  in  1884,  2nd,  Julia  St^^tson  of  Lexington,  no 
children.  7.  Franklin,  who  has  resided  in  Italy  since  1851 ; 
mar.  Sarah  Lincoln  Spinney,  of  Boston.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren :  Sai*ah  Vesta  Hermenia,  who  mar.  Edward  J.  Berwind, 
of  New  York  ;  and  Charles  Franklin,  who  mar.  Margaret  Rolfe, 
of  London,  a  descendant  of  the  Rolfes  of  Virginia.  They  now 
reside  in  liondon.  M:irgaret  Rolfo  clirisicMUMl  the  sfoamship 
"Missouri,'*  when  launched,  the  same  vessel  which  lately  rescued 
700  j)orsons  from  the  "Danmark,"  in  mid-ocean.  The  finn  of 
Charles  Franklin Torrey,  Williams  &  Field  built  the  "Missouri," 
which  is  running  in  their  steamship  line.  8.  Willard,  now  a 
special  sherilf  for  Plymouth  county  residing  in  Norwell,  mar. 
Martha  R.  Merritt.  They  have  three  children  :  Frank  H.,  (who 
mar.  Grace  E.  Gassett,  of  Boston,  and  now  resides  in  Melrose, 
Mass.,)  ;  Walter  Robbins,  (who  mar.  Nellie  T.  Fogg  of  JNor- 
well)  ;  and  Martha  Willard. 

In  1800  the  sloop  TACKET,"  37  tons,  was  built  and  owned 
in  Scituate,  by  James  Little,  Lemuel  &  William  Vinal,  Jr. 
Joseph  Ndsh  was  her  master  builder  at  Scituate.  This  vessel 
wjis  undoubtedly  built  at  this  yard  and  Joseph  Nash  probably 
lwlong(»d  to  the  large  family  of  that  name  who  lived  on  **  No 
Pork  Hill,"  in  Norwell.  This  may  have  been  the  following 
Joseph  Nash  :  Joseph  Nash,  son  of  Joseph  and  Debomh  Nsish, 
was  b.  Feb.  24,  1739 ;  he  d.,  Nov.  1818.  This  was  probably 
the  same  Joseph  Nash  who  mar.,  Feb.  7,  1799,  Lucy  Mayhew, 
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of  Scituate.  They  had  children:  William,  b.  Oct.  30,  1799  ; 
Joseph  Parker,  b.  Dec.  18,  1800;  Benjamin,  May  25,  1803; 
Lemuel,  b.  July  1.  1806;  Thomas,  b.  Sept.  13,  1808;  Lucy 
Ann,  b.  Feb.  5,  1811. 

In  1801  was  built  the  sch.  "  ROVER,"  89  tons,  by  Georjre 
Torrey,  master  builder;  owners,  William  and  Lemuel  Vinal, 
James  Collier,  Ira  Biyant,  and  Gushing  Otis,  of  Scituate,  aud 
the  same  year,  1801,  George  ToiTcy  built  the  sch.  "  ALMIRA,'* 
80  tons,  owned  by  James  Little,  Oliver  and  Klijah  Jenkins  of 
Scituate,  and  in  1802,  the  sch.  "JAMES  BAYARD,''  85  tons, 
of  Boston,  owned  by  Peleg  Jenkins,  Gushing  Otis,  and  Isiuic 
Torrey,  of  Scituate. 

There  was  also  built  in  1802,  the  sch.  •'SALLY,"  95  tons, 
at  Scituate,  by  EUsha  Barker^  master  builder ;  owned  by  Gor- 
nelius  Ghurch,  Samuel  Donnel,  Stephen  Stockbridge,  Silas 
Morton,  Elisha  Barker,  Elisha  Gurtis,  Honitio  Gushing,  and 
Reuben  Gurtis  of  Hanover.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  **  Sally  "  was 
Imilt  at  this  yard,  but  it  is  more  than  probable,  as  she  was  built 
**  up  river." 

In  1803,  the  brig  "LIGHT  HORSE,"  162  tons,  of  Boston, 
was  built  here  by  George  Torrey,  master  carpenter;  owners, 
William  Vinal,  Jr.,  Gushing  Otis,  Nchemiah  Manson,  James 
Torrey,  and  others,  Scituate.  This  vessel  was  afterward  cast 
away  and  lost.  Also  in  1803,  Geo.  Torrey  built  the  sch.  "SO- 
PlIRONIA,"  83  tons;  James  Little,  of  Scituate,  owner.     In 

1804,  the  brig  "INDEPENDENGE,"  ir»0  tons,  of  Boston,  was 
built  by  Georges  Torroy  ;  owners,  William  Viiuil,  Jr.,  OlivcM- 
Jenkins,  Elisha  Tolman,  Gushing  Otis,  and  George  Torrey  of 
Scituate,  Amos  Hatch  and  Joseph  Rogers  of  Marshfield.     In 

1805,  he  built  the  ship  '*  WILLIAM  TELL,"  258  tons,  of  Bos- 
ton ;  owned  by  William  Vinal,  Quincy  ;  Joseph  Rogers,  Marsli- 
field  ;  Gushing  Otis,  Oliver  and  Elijah  Jenkins,  James  Torrey, 
and  George  Torrey,  all  of  Seitnale.  G(U)rge  Torrey  also  bnilt 
in  this  yard,  in  180G,  the  sch.  "ENTERPRISE,"  119  tons,  of 
Scituate  ;  owners,  Samuel  Eells  and  Timothy  Ghurch,  Hanover  ; 
Elisha  and  Gharles  Tolman,  Jr.,  Lemuel  Haskins,  Lemuel  Jen- 
kins, Ezm  Vinal,  and  George  Torrey,  of  Scituate ;  and  in 
1807,  the  ship  "REGULUS,"  237  tons,  of  Boston;  owners, 
Gapt.  Trouant  and  Nathaniel  Glift  of  Marshfield  ;  Samuel  Eells, 
Timothy  Ghurch,  Hanover;  John  Ruggles,  Jr.,  Lenniel  Has- 
kins, Elisha  Turner,  Elisha  Tolman,  Samuel  Foster,  James, 


^^^^^k 
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Gcorfjc,  Jr.,  and  David  Torrey  of  Scituato;  and  Capt^ 
Brooks,  Jr. 

^   /O/-      ^'^^  ^^  interested    in   so 

^^         ^  ju%p^ y  "  tna"y  of  the  vessels  built  on 

^^^^^•^^^^-^^  ^f^y ^^^^l^'C^      North  River,  was  a  promi- 

'  ^r^  nent  man  of  his  day.     He 

^  was  son  of  Dr.  James  Otis 

of  Scituatc,  a  distinguished  physician,  and  nephew  of  Dr.  Isaac 
Otis,  Jr.,  a  distiiiguirthcd  physician  of  Bridgowatcr.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  Dr.  Isaac  Otis,  Sr.,  in  the  following  line :   Isaao 

Otis,  M.  D.,  mar.  Deborah .    He  d.  Nov.  11, 1777,  aged 

78  ;  she  d.  March  17,  1783,  aged  84.  They  had  six  children : 
Isaac,  M.  D. ,  Deborah,  William,  Stephen,  Hannah,  James,  M.  D. 

Dr.  James  Otis  mar.  Lucy .     He  d.  May  24, 1807,  aged 

7a  ;  she  d.  Juno  24, 181(5,  nged  80.  They  had  seven  children  : 
Lucy,  James,  Hannah,  Cusiiino,  M.  D.,  Elizsibcth,  Abigail, 
and  Thomas.  Cushing  Otis  graduated  from  Harvard  College 
in  1781),  and  studied  his  profession  under  Dr.  Hitchcock.  In 
1792  he  retuiTicd  to  his  native  town,  and  practiced  in  connec-^ 
tion  with  his  father.  He  socm  became  distinguished  for  his 
skill  in  the  healing  art,  and  was  repeatedly  elected  one  of  the 
counselloi's  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  of  which  he 
was  a  incmlwr  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  forensic  powers 
were  of  a  high  order,  his  enunciation  clear,  and  his  diction  clc- 
gtuit.  His  oration  in  connnemonition  of  Amcriain  Independence, 
l)ronounced  at  Scituatc,  July  4,  1800,  at  the  re(|ucst  of  the  in- 
Iiabitants,  though  the  production  of  his  youth,  gave  evidence 
of  a  highly  cultivated  mind  and  rhetorical  powers.  In  1801 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Humane  Society, 
John  Warren,  President.  He  was  elected  from  his  district  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  1809  and  1812,  and  to  the* 
SenaU»,  in  1822-2^.  On  Nov.  11,  1830,  he  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Franklin  Association  for  Mutual  Improvement, 
South  Scituatc,  John  Foster,  Jr.,  Secretary.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association.  On  July 
15,  1831,  he  presented  the  Second  or  South  Society  with  a 
handsome  clock,  which  was  placed  in  front  of  the  gallery  of  the 
cluMV.h.  lie  m:ir.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Judge  Nathan  (vushing.  He 
d.  Oct.  1(1,  1837,  jiged  (W ;  she  d.  June  5),  1852,  aged  77. 
Their  only  child,  Al)igail  T.  Otis,  did  much  for  this  Society 
during  her  life,  and  at  her  death  left  goodly  sums  to  the  church 
and  town.     She  died  in  So.  Scituate,  Oct.  15,  1884,  aged  73- 
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In  religious  sentiment  Dr.  Otis  was  decidedly  Iil)eral.  He  was 
a  distinguished  member  of  Rev.  Samuel  J.  May's  church. 
While  he  stood  aloof  fixmi  those  who  would  *'o4ill  down  fii*e 
from  Heaven/'  he  was  far  from  l>eing  a  hititudinarian.  lie  wsih 
content  with  the  ]n'ivilc<ro  of  l>elicvinii^  his  faith  t^  l)c  ri<i^ht, 
without  oxhihiting  any  ilisposition  to  roprosent  others  as  lKtin«j; 
in  the  wrong.  Whatever  might  have  been  his  paiticular  form 
of  faith,  he  was  a  firm  l)eliever  in  the  great  essential  truths  of 
natural  and  revealed  religion.  He  adopted  Christianity  as  a 
Divine  system  on  the  ground  of  its  great  external  evidence,  its 
perfect  adai>tation  to  human  nature,  and  the  truth  and  divino 
])hihmthropy  which  gives  life  and  vigor  to  all  its  [m^cepts.  In 
social  convene  ho  was  ailable,  conununicative,  and  instructive. 
His  refined  taste,  unaffected  and  habitual  courtesy,  vivacity  of 
spirit,  and  discnminating  mind  rendered  his  society  at  all  times 
endearing,  and  his  death  created  a  void  in  the  community  not 
easily  filled. 

George  Torrey  &  Sons  built  their  last  vessel  at  this  yard  in 
1812,  the  sch.  "NEW  SALLY,"  6«  tons;  owned  by  Ensign 
Otis,  Jr.,  Nehemiah  Manson,  Ephraim  L.  Young,  George  and 
David  Torrey,  Joseph  Rogere,  and  Isaac  Pierce  of  Scituate. 
Afterward  sold  to  Waldoboro.  The  Torreys  about  this  time 
removed  to  the  Block-House  Yard.  They  were  succeeded  at 
the  Chittenden  Yard  by  Laban  Souther,  who  at  fii*st  built  alone, 
but  later  formed  a  paitnership  with  Elijah  Cudworth,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Souther  &  Cudwoilh. 

Joseph  Pratt  is  said  to  have  built  at  this  yjird  at  one  time. 

Charles  Cole,  probably,  also  built  at  this  yard,  and  he  cer- 
tainly was  interested  in  vessels  built  at  the  Harbor.  He  built 
in  Scituate,  in  1811,  the  sch.  "INDEPENDENCE,"  87  t<ms,of 
IJoston  ;  owned  by  Charles  (^)le,  Elijah  ('urtis,  Perez  Pynchon 
of  Scituate,  and  others.  Years  laU^r,  Charles  Cole  purchased 
a  wreck  on  the  Scituate  coast,  which  he  had  n^paired  on  North 
River.  He  lived  in  Beech  Wood,  below  "  No  Pork  "  Hill,  Nor- 
well,  where  his  grandson,  Charles  Alfred  Litchfield,  now  re- 
sides. His  son  Charles  removed  to  Boston,  and  was  at  one 
time  President  of  the  Mechanics  Bank,  So.  Boston.  Charles 
Cole  was  son  of  James  Cole,  and  was  b.  Sci)t.  1,  1750,  and  d. 
in  1840.  He  had  three  sons  and  five  daughters.  Mary,  b. 
June  1,  1801,  mother  of  C.  A.  Litchfield,  is  the  only  child  now 
Jiving. 
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Ijdban  Souther  came  from  Cohassct.  Ho  was  undo  to  Elijah 
Ciulworth,  and  lived  just  north  of  the  gate  on  tho  road  leading 
to  the  residence  of  Samuel  C.  Cudworth,  Esc].  Ilod.  Dec.  IS), 
1840,  jiged  78,  and  was  buried  in  tho  First  Parish  Cemetery, 
Norwcll.  He  probably  lefl  no  descendants.  Ho  laid  the  keet 
of  the  **  President,"  May  9,  1816,  and  she  was  launched  March 
29,  1817.  In  1816,  the  sch.  '^  PRESIDENT,"  85  tons,  of  Bos- 
ton, was  built  at  Scituate  by  Lsihan  Souther,  master  cari)enter. 
In  181 6,  the  sch.  ** MARGARET,"  89  Urns,  of  aJiassct,  was 
built  at  Scituate  by  AValler  Foster*  and  Elijah  Cudworth.  In 
our  researches  into  tho  business  of  shi])-building  on  the. North 
River,  we  lind  that  no  man  stood  higher,  or  has  left  a  l)ctter 
record  of  honesty  and  industry,  than  Elijah  Cudworth.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  Gen.  James  Cudworth  of  Scituate,  and  son 
of  Ca])t.  Joseph  Cudworth  and  Elizal)eth  Souther.  Dcime,  in 
his  '*l!isl4)ry  of  Scituate,-' gives  an  elabonito  account  of  Gen. 
James  Cudworth.  In  1(575,  when  over  seventy  ycai^s  of  age, 
he  was  chosen  "General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  tho 
forces  that  are  or  may  be  sent  foilh  against  tho  enemy,"  which 
office  he  continued  in  until  the  end  of  King  Philip's  War.  He 
died  in  London,  Eng.,  of  small-pox,  in  1682,  where  he  was  sent 
by  the  Colony  as  their  agent.  The  Boston  Cudworths  were 
probably  a  branch  of  this  family.  The  following  item  is  taken 
from  an  old  paper,  and  dated  **  Scituate,  Dec.  4,  1764 :  " 

"  Ran  away  from  bis  Master,  Beniamin  Jacob,  a  Negro  Fellow  named 
Princo,  not  very  black,  about  26  Years  ol<l.  has  an  Impediment  in  hia 
Speech  :  lla<l  on  when  ho  went  away,  a  brown  honu^spun  Coat,  witli  bi*ass 
Buttons,  a  Pair  of  new  Shoes,  a  blacic  Jacket  linM  with  yellow,  brown 
Breeches,  anil  old  light  blue  Great  Coat.  Whoever  shall  take  up  snid 
Negro,  and  bring  him  to  his  Master  in  Scitnate  or  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Cud- 
worth in  Boston,  shall  be  well  rewarded,  and  have  all  necessary  charges 
paid.  All  Masters  of  Vessels  and  others  are  forbid  concealing,  harbouring 
or  carrying  oH'  said  Servant,  as  they  will  be  prosecuted  for  so  doing." — The 
Massachusetis  Oazetle  &  Boston  News  Letter. 

The  partnei*8hip  of  Laban  Souther  and  Elijah  Cudworth  was 
particularly  i>lcjtsant,  and  was  only  t(4*nunatcd  by  the  death  of 
iMr.  Souther  in  1840.  Mr.  Cudwoiih  then  took  his  four  sons 
into  tho  firm.  They  were  all  praeticjil  shipbuilders,  having 
previously  learned  their  trade  at  this  yard.  The  iinn  procured 
tinilKM*  from  the  vicinity  at  first,  the  forests  then  yielding 
plentifully  white  and  black  oak  and  other  timber  suitable  for 
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shipbuilding.  In  after  yeara  it  was  procured  from  the  forests 
of  Bridgewater  and  Abington,  at  a  much  greater  cost,  part  of 
which  was  for  transportation.  About  1859,  the  business 
becoming  less  profitable  the  firm  dissolved.  Mr.  Cudworth, 
together  with  his  eldest  son,  changed  their  occupation  to  that 
•of  fanning.  The  younger  nienibcrH  of  the  firm  contiiuiod  tho 
ait  of  shipbuilding  at  liriggs'  Yard  in  So.  Boston,  and  iu  many 
of  the  yards  at  East  Boston  and  Medford.  Elijah  Cudworth, 
<lied  Sept.  20,  1878,  aged  90  yeai-s,  20  days,  and  Ir  buried  in 
the  First  Pariah  Cemetery  at  Norwell.  He  left  four  sons:  1. 
Elijah,  died  a  few  years  ago ;  2.  Laban,  who  resides  in  Marsh- 
field  ;  3.  Joseph,  mar.  Sanih  Jane,  dan.  of  Joshua  Stetson,  no 
•childi*en;  4.  John,  mar.  MaryHersey;  they  have  onedau., 
Mary  Frances,  b.  July  17,  1859,  who  mar.  Edwin  Beal  of 
Norwell  and  has  two  children :  Edwin  and  Charles.  Elijah 
•Cudworth  had  four  daughtei*s,  two  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Joseph  and  John  Cudworth  live  in  Hanover  near  the  Four 
0)mei*s. 

built    at   the    Chittenden 

^       '  -,r>-rrr-i Yard,   in   1818,  the   sch. 

<>  O^  O  ^'  PHARAMOND,"       84 

^^%y?\^   ^^^^^^^^^^^Kv^^  tons,  of  Boston  ;  ownera, 

Elijah  Curtis,  Laban 
Souther,  Samuel  Tolnian  and  William  James,  Scituate,  and 
Lenmel  Brackctt,  Quincy.  This  vessel  wjis  begun  April  10, 
1817,  and  launched  March  19,  1818.  It  cost  $175  to  rig  her, 
and  $96  for  duck  for  the  sails.  It  appears  that  this  vessel  was 
fully  rigged  at  the  yard,  was  owned  by  a  Scituate  Company, 
and  engaged  in  mackerel  lishing  for  some  years,  making  large 
returns  to  her  owners.  The  last  account  of  her  was  when  she 
was  sold  to  Boston  merchants  about  1821,  and  sailed  on  May 
22ud  of  that  year  from  there.  In  Mr.  Cudworth's  settlement 
with  the  owners,  he  paid  Samuel  Tolman,  eTr.,  $150,  it  being 
his  [mrt  of  the  fii'st  payment.  Mr.  Cudworth  received  $()()(). 
Mr.  Souther  $225,  and  he  says,  "Lai )an  Souther  and  myself 
paid  $124.50  each  for  the  outfits  of  the  sch.  *Phammond,*  and 
likewise  received  alike  for  the  fish."  They  built  here  the  next 
year,  1811),  the  sch.  "SEVENTH  SON,"  87  tons,  of  BosUm. 
The  following  copy  of  a  charge  from  an  old  account  book  will 
show  the  mte  of  wages  paid  at  this  time.  "Jan.  1,  paid 
Thomas  Ruggles  $20.50  for  twenty  and  one  half  days  'worck 
don,'  on  the  sch.  *  Seventh  Son.'"     The  "Seventh  Son"  was  in 
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tlic  Atl.iiitic  wlialing  from  Provincctown  undor  Capt.  Cook  in 
1822.  Rum  was  fi*eely  charged  from  time  to  time  to  the  differ- 
ent vessels  in  all  the  yards  as  will  l>e  seen  by  the  following 
copies  of  some  of  the  entries :  **  Eighty  cents  for  one  gallon  of 

rum  for  the  sch. .     Sixty  cents  for  one  gallon  of  rum 

for  the  *  Sisters.'  Paid  for  one  gallon  of  rum  for  ttie  *01d  Sch./ 
48  cents,'*  etc.  The  old  sch.  was  probably  the  "  Pharamond.*' 
This  fimi  built  the  sch.  "THREE  SISTERS,"  in  1820.  In 
Nov.,  1820,  Ensign  Otis  paid  Elijah  Cudworth  $189  on  account 
of  the  earnings  of  the  sch.  "Throe  Sistei's." 

One  of  the  chanictera  of  the  time  was  Fruitful  Sylvester. 
lie  was  a  negro  born  of  a  slave  in  the  service  of  a  Mr.  Sylvester 
who  lived  on  the  Chittenden  place  during  the  Revolution.  He 
died  about  fifty  yeare  ago  and  will  l>e  remembered  only  by  the 
ohlor  peo])lc.  He  worked  for  the  Fostera  in  1820,  and  to  show 
what  wages  were  at  that  time  he  was  paid  for  "  Killing,  cutting 
up  and  salting  a  cow,  62  cents."  "  For  shearing  six  sheep,  36 
cents."  "  Cutting  two  cords  of  hard  wood  at  Grey's  Hill,  $1.00,** " 
and  other  labor  equally  cheap.  He  was  known  the  country 
round. 

In  1822  the  firm  built  a  vessel  which  they  named  after  Mr. 
Souther.  1822,  sch.  "LABAN,"  87  tons,  of  Boston.  Owners, 
in  Kcitnnte,  Samuel  Tolman,  Jr.,  Elijah  Cudworth,  and 
Lnban  Souther.  The  same  year,  Samuel  Tolman,  Jr.,  bought 
of  Souther  &  Cudworth  1-1  fi  of  the  hull  of  the  sch.  ''Laban," 
for  $l.*Sr>.i)«').  William  James  had  an  interest  in  her  and  on  her 
first  fishing  voyage  received  "|3G0  on  account  of  the  first  faro 
of  the  sch.  'Laban.'"  In  1823  Souther  &  Cudworth  built  the 
sch.  "  WILLIAM  ;"  also  in  1823  the  sch.  "FREEDOM,"  54 tons, 
of  Boston.  She  was  rebuilt  in  1857,  and  owned  in  1859  by 
(^nx^ker  of  Marchias  Poii. ;  Capt.  J.  L.  (vrockcr.  Wjirren 
Jbi^TfijM  of  Norwcll,  (a  descendant  of  Walter  of  1()4(),)  now  80 
yeai*s  old,  worked  in  this  yard  al)out  1823,  and  has  given  me 
many  interesting  anecdotes.  Souther  &  Cudworth  built  in 
1824  the  brig  ''RICE  PLANT,"  122  tons,  of  Boston ;  owned 
in  Boston,  and  by  Elijah  Cudworth  and  Laban  Souther.  Also 
the  same  year,  1824,  the  brig  "MARION,"  98  tons,  of  Boston  ; 
owne<l  in  ]U)ston,  and  by  the  buildei's,  Ijsiban  Souther  and 
Elijah  Cudworth.  Daniel  Hall  worked  for  S.  Tolman,  Jr., 
joincring  on  the  "Marion."  On  Dec.  12,  1824,  Ichalnxl 
Sylvester  was  paid  25  cents  for  going  down  river  as  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  brig  "Marion."    In  1825  sch.  "  CLARINDA,"  54 
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tons,  was  built  in  Scitiiate  by  Souther  &  Cud  worth,  and  was 
owned  in  1837  at  Boston  by  Cyrus  Wakefield.  Among  the 
many  facts  gleaned  from  the  few  old  account  books  of  the  firm 
now  in  existence  is  the  following :  •*  On  Jan.  5,  I82f),  Thompson  & 
Wiley  paid  to  the  fiim  $500.55,  the  last  pajmient  of  fourteen  from 
the  earnings  of  this  schooner,  ("Clarinda*').  Mr.  Souther  reijcivcd 
$100  of  this  and  Mr.  Cudwoilh  the  balance."  Sanuicl  Tolinan, 
Jr.,  and  Joseph  C.  worked  joinering  on  the  brigs  "Marion"  and 
**Rice  Plant,'*  andsch.  "Clarienda."  In  1826 the  ship  "LEONl- 
DAS,"  231  tons,  of  Boston,  was  built  at  Scituute  by  Souther  & 
Cudworth  ;  she  was  sunk  off  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  1861.  The 
*'Leonidas**  was  sold  to  Captain  Elh's,  of  Bostxm,  for  $6201.10 
**  after  deducting  for  cniTiiig  for  the  head  and  stern.*'  When 
the  finn  were  building  the  "  Leonidns,"  people  used  to  ask  Mr. 
Souther,  who  was  somewhat  of  a  stutterer,  what  the  name  of 
his  vessel  was  going  to  be,  to  hear  him  say  ''Le-Le-Leonidas." 
Charles  W.  Sylvester,  born  in  1807,  and  his  brother,  Harvey 
Sylvester  bom  in  1810,  both  worked  in  1827  for  Souther  & 
Cudworth,  and  later  for  the  Fosters.  In  those  days  the  men 
were  in  the  ship-yard  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Sylvester 
brothers  now  live  together,  nearly  op[)osite  the  old  Torrey 
place,  south  of  "No  Pork  "  IIlll  on  the  road  to  Hanover.  The 
firm  built  during  tlio  next  six  years  the  following  vessels : 
1827,  the  brig  "  MALAGA,"  150  tons,  of  Duxbury  ;  1828,  the 
sch.  «  LOUISA,"  60  tons,  of  Beverly  ;  1829,  the  brig  "  IlKBK," 
171  tons,  of  Boston;  1830,  the  sch.  "  MARIA,"  64  tons,  of 
Cohasset;  1831,  tlio  sch.  *'1{EBECCA,"  62  tons,  of  Cohasset. 
She  was  owned  arid  sailed  in  1861,  by  C-apt.  Silver,  of  Well- 
fleet.  In  1831  they  built  the  bark  "KLOUA,"  293  tons,  of 
Boston;  1832,  the  sch.  "AMERICA,"  81  tons,  of  Boston; 
1833,  the  brig  "JOSEPHINE,"  232  tons,  owned  by  Osbonie 
Howes  and  others  at  Boston.  The  "  Josepliine"  got  ashore 
about  half  way  between  the  mouth  of  North  liiver  and  Ilunia- 
rock,  and  came  near  being  wrecked.  Luke  Hall  ))iloted  her. 
She  was  got  oil*  safely.  Souther  &  CndwoHh  built  in  18:i3  the 
bark  "NASHUA,"  301  Ions,  of  IJoston.  This  was  (|uile  a 
large  vessel  for  tliis  yard.  In  l^oi  they  built  the  sch. 
"LOUISA,"  97  tons,  for  Capt.  Cook,  of  Provincetown.  The 
sch.  "PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON,"  41)  tons,  built  in  Scit- 
uate  in  1834,  owned  in  Augusta,  Me.,  in  1884,  was  probably 
built  in  this  yard.  In  1836  the  sch.  "TAIIQUIN,"  101  tons, 
of  Provincetown,  wjus  built  at  Scituate  by  Elijah  Cudworth, 
master  cari)enter.     She  was  built  for  a  lumber  carrier,  and  had  a 
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low  deck ;  built  of  mixed  wood,  iron  fastened ;  owned  in  1863 
by  E.  W.  Wood,  Surry,  Me. ;  used  as  a  fishing  schooner  in 
1875,  and  owned  by  Charles  Keith,  Provincetown,  Capt. 
Brown.  Souther  &  Cudworth  built  in  1836  the  sch. 
"REBECCA,''  63  tons,  oak,  iron  fastened;  owned  in  1859  by 
Capt.  Dill  of  Wellfleet.  They  also  built  about  this  time  the 
sch.  •^ALMIRA,"  and  the  brig  ''SEA  MOSS."  They  built  in 
1839  the  sch.  *'  SUSAN  BAKER,"  99  tons,  of  Boston.  There 
is  Honio  dispuU^  whether  the  "  ASIrmMn* "  was  built  hem  or  at 
Taylor's  Yard,  but  as  Laban  Soutlnu*  died  the  year  she  wjis 
built,  this  "Souther"  was  probably  built  here  and  named  for 
liim,and  the  "Souther"  built  at  Taylor's  Yard,  was  doubtless 
another  vessel.  The  Her.  brig  "SOUTHER"  was  198  tons, 
oak,  iron  and  copper  fastened.  "Built  in  Scituate  in  1840  by 
Souther."  Owned  in  1859  by  C.  Sawyer,  Gloucester,  Capt. 
Tucker,  and  in  18(55  she  hailed  from  a  British  port. 

As  was  stated,  after  Laban  Souther's  death,  Elijah  Cudworth 
took  his  sons  into  the  (inn,  but  business  wa^  not  very  flourish- 
ing, on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  thnber ;  he  was  the  master 
carpenter  of  the  firm.  In  1846  they  built  the  sch.  "JOSHUA 
BATES,"  65  tons,  of  Plymouth  ;  and  in  1848,  the  sch.  "  CO- 
NANCHET,"  for  Mr.  Lawrence  of  Cohasset;  also,  in  1852, 
the  sch.  "SURPRISE,"  70  tons,  of  Plymouth.  She  was  built 
for  a  fisherman,  of  oak  and  yellow  [)ine,  copper  and  iron  fastened. 
Owned  in  1865  by  W.  L.  Phinney,  Plymouth,  Mass.,  Capt. 
Bourse,  and  in  1884  owned  in  Lubec,  Me.  The  CudwortJis 
may  have  built  a  few  vessels  between  1852  and  1860,  but  we 
have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  names  of  any,  and  the  yard 
was  probably  little  used  until  the  Merritts  built  here. 

Henry  Merritt  built  here  in  1851,  the  sch.  "SARAH  JANE," 
67  tons.  She  was  owned  in  1876  by  S.  W.  Lewis  &  Co.,  N,  Y. 
In  1862,  the  sch.  "FOREST  BELL,"  built  of  oak,  44  tons,  of 
South  Scituate :  was  owned  and  built  by  Josej)h  Merritt^  who 
is  now  living  on  "  No  Pork  Hill,"  Norwell.  Also  in  18()2,  the 
sch.  "  FOREST  OAK,"  62  tons,  was  built  here  by  Joseph  Mer- 
ritt ;  Israel  Meiritt,  Capt. ;  and  in  1864,  a  schooner  of  80  tons, 
Capt.  Abel  Vinal ;  Ephraim  Vinal  owned  one-half  of  her.  In 
1871  wjis  built,  at  the  Chittenden  Yard,  the  /a.v<  vessel  buUl  on 
J^orth  Jtiver.  This  wjis  the  sch.  "  HKLEN  M.  FOSTER,"  90 
tons,  built  of  oak  by  Joseph  Merritt,  draft  10  feet.  She 
was  iron  and  copper  fastened,  single  bottom,  and  owned  in 
1875  by  E.  Snow  and  othei*s.  South  Scituate  and  Cohasset, 
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Capt.  Foster.  The  launching  of  this  vessel  was  quite  an  event, 
and  those  who  witnessed  it  probably  saw  the  hist  launching  of 
a  vessel  of  any  size  from  the  banks  of  North  River.  Below  is 
given  an  incomplete  genealogy  of  this  branch  of  the  Memtt 
family^  as  they  have  many  descendants  in  Scituate.  C'Onsidcr 
Merritt  (brother  of  Elisha^  mar.  llctsey  Stetson ,  and  had  chil- 
dren: i.  Eliza,  mar.  John  Corthell,  Sr.,  and  had  children: 
John,  Joseph,  and  Eliza.  2.  Sarah,  mar.  William  Gushing  of 
Hingham,  and  has  numerous  children.  3.  Joseph^  the  ship- 
builder, b.  in  South  Scituate,  Dec.  fi,  1821 ;  mar.,  1st,  Del>o- 
mli,  dan.  of  Anson  ITaU^h ;  and  2nd,  ITden  JIf.,  dau.  of  Daniel 
Foster,  by  whom  he  has  had  one  son,  Joseph  F.  4.  William, 
mar.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Benjamin  Turner,  and  had  children : 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  Walter,  Louisa,  Hannah  (now  dead),  and 
Malley.  5.  Joanna,  mar.  William  O.  Merritt  of  Scituate, 
and  has  numerous  children.     6.  Martha,  d.  aged  7  years. 

When  a1>out  eighteen,  Joseph  went  to  Quincy,  where  ho  was 
apprenticed  to  his  father,  who  was  doing  the  iron  work  of  ves- 
sels there.  Later  he  went  to  Hanover,  where  he  worked  for 
Warren  Wright,  and  while  in  his  employ  did  iron  work  on 
the  *•  St.  Paul  "  and  other  vessels,  for  Waterman  &  Barstow. 
From  Hanover  he  went  to  South  Boston,  where  he  worked  for 
E.  &  H.  O.  Briggs  four  years.  He  then  returned  to  Scituate, 
and  later  built  the  "  Forest  Belle  "  on  his  own  account. 

Before  leaving  the  Chittenden  Yard  we  will  speak  of  two 
chai'actei's,  both  negroes,  well  known  in  the  yards  of  "ye  olden 
time.**  One  was  Unde  Peter  Litchjield^  who  uscmI  to  drive  one 
ox,  and  when  he  wanted  to  train  a  new  steer,  he  put  it  on  ahead 
of  the  old  ox.  People  used  to  ask  him  how  he  liked  his  new 
steer  to  hear  him  say,  "Docs  pretty  well  for  a  flying  jib." 
The  other  was  Ilezekiah  Williams^  or  "  Black  Hill,^'  as  he  was 
familiarly  called.  No  man  was  so  well  known  in  Scituate  as 
he,  and  no  one  was  so  welccmio  at  all  of  the  yards.  Black  Bill 
was  supposed  to  be  a  runaway  slave.  Where  he  came  from, 
how  he  came,  or  when,  no  one  seems  to  remember.  He  lived 
in  the  woods,  in  little  huts  built  by  himself,  at  one  time,  over 
fifty  years  ago,  in  front  of  the  Dana  place.  His  hobby  was 
the  building  of  ships  in  the  woods,  some  half  dozen  at  a  time  ; 
building  a  fleet,  he  called  it,  with  which  he  hoped  to  sail  South 
luid  free  the  slaves.  He  never  finished  a  single  vessel,  but 
would  build  them  in  a  stmnge  manner,  as,  for  instance,  putting 
the  mast  in  the  ground,  and  building  around  it,  putting  up 
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frames  that  resembled  anything  from  a  ship  to  a  hen-coop.  He 
built  nt  one  time  in  the  woods  near  Gcorpc  Mooi*c's  Swamp, 
and  also  at  IIol)ai*t'H  Landing.  lie  would  work  on  his  vessels 
until  without  money  or  food,  then  he  would  leave  them  to  work 
for  the  farmers  when  he  had  earned  enough  to  buy  a  little  Indian 
meal,  when  he  would  go  back  to  his  vessels.  While  at  work 
for  the  farmers,  he  would  eat  as  much  as  two  or  three  men,  but 
would  live  very  sparingly  when  in  the  woods  at  work  building. 
Bhick  IViU  built  sonic  of  his  vessels  on  the  Collaniore  place. 
His  last  residence  was  on  Scrabble  Lane,  east  of  Cummings 
liitcliricld's,  in  South  Scituate.  From  here  he  went  to  the 
Bridgewater  Almshouse,  where  he  died. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


BLOCK-HOUSE  YARD.— 1701-1S34-48. 


WILLIAM  JAMES,  WILLIAM  JAMES,  JR.,  DANIEL  HATCH,  JAMES 
TORREY,  JOTHAM  TILDEN,  LUTHER  TILDEN,  QEORGE  TORRBT, 
DAVID  TORREY. 


nrillS  yard  was  locatx^d  in  the  l)end  of  the  river,  on  the  Scit- 
^  iiute  side,  just  alK)Vo  the  site  of  the  old  Block  I  louse.  It 
was  here  that  the  Indian  stood  who  shot  Elisha  James, (?)  who 
was  on  the  Marshfield  side,  standing  where  the  marshland 
curves  out  into  the  river.  The  old  house  that  stood  near  the 
site  of  the  yard  was  used  as  a  block-house  or  garrison  during 
King  Phillip's  War.  It  was  att4icked  in  May,  1676,  when  the 
Indians  made  a  raid  into  ScituaU^  but  was  not  carried.  John 
James,  whose  house  (now  occupied  ]>y  .lohn  ilcndci-son)  was 
near  the  block-house,  was  niortjilly  wounded,  and  died  after 
lingering  about  six  weeks.  The  Block-house  Yard  was  first 
occujucd  early  in  1700,  by  the  Jameses  and  Tildens. 

Records  state  that  the  following  named  vessels  were  built  in 
Scituatc,  though  they  oiler  no  actual  proof  of  the  said  vessels 
having  been  built  at  this  yard.  This  list  is  here  given  as  a 
matter  of  convenience  :  1 701 .  Bark  "  AMITY,"  ()5  tons,  Capt. 
Kichard  Lillie ;  owner,  Samuel  Lillie.  1701.  Sloop  "MAY- 
FLOWER," 80  tons;  owner,  John  Frizell.  1702.  BrigVn 
"  JOIIN  &  DOROTHY,"  40  tons,  Capt.  William  Smith  ;  owner, 
John  Frizell,  Boston.  1705.  Sloop  "ELIZABETH,"  20  tons  ; 
owners,  .Fosei)h  L(»wis  of  Hingham,  and  Elcazcr  Darbey  of 
Boston.  17()r>.  BrigVu  "IU)SK,''  (10  tons;  owner,  Sanuiel 
Lillie  of  Boston.  1706.  BrigVn  "LUKE,"  60  tons;  owners, 
Samuel  Lillie   and    John    Ilorton    of  Boston.      1707.  Sloop 
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^^HART,"  40  tons;  owners,  Edwanl  Marty n  of  Boston,  mer- 
clumt,  and  Thomas  Palmer  and  James  Aynsworth  of  Barbadoes, 
merchants.  1707.  Brig't'n  "ABIGAIL  &  ELIZABETH,'' 80 
tons;  ownci-s,  Richard  Smith  of  l^ondon,  mcrcliant,  and  Capt. 
Michael  Gill,  mariner,  and  William  Smith  of  Charlestown. 
1708.  Ship ''DOROTHY,"  50 tons;  owner,  John  Frizell,  Bos- 
ton. 1708.  Sloop  "  SWAN,**  20  tons ;  owners,  Samuel  Dog- 
Sett^  Jr.,  John  Rogers,  Samuel  Tilden,  and  Joanna  Butler  of 
lai-shfield.  1708.  Sloop  ''RUTH,"  .30  tons;  Timothy  Cun- 
ninnrlmni,  of  Boston,  owner.  J7()!).  BrijrTn  "(CHARLES,"  40 
tons;  John  Frizell,  of  Boston,  owner.  1701).  Ship  "LYON," 
70  tons ;  William  Blair  and  Andrew  Belcher,  of  Boston,  own- 
ers. 1710.  Ship  "DOROTHY,"  60  tons;  John  Fmell,  of 
Boston,  owner.  1710.  Sloop  "DOLPHIN,"  30  tons;  John 
Foster  and  Daniel  Wair,  of  Boston,  owners.  1710.  Brig't'n 
"SUCCESS,"   GO  tons;   John   Coleman,   of  Boston,   owner. 

1711.  Sloop  "EAGLE,"  30  t<ms;  owners,  John,  Thomas, 
Macy,  and  Abigail  Howes,  and  Silvanus  Ilussey  of  Nantucket. 

1712.  Brig't'n  "MARTHA,"  60  tons ;  owners,  Nathaniel  James 
and  Peter  Oliver,  merchants,  and  Brattle  Oliver  of  Boston. 

1712.  Brig't'n  "FRIENDSHIP,"  60  tons;  James  Pitts,  Gyles 
Dyer,  Jr.,  merchants,  and  Edward  Maityn,  of  Boston,  owners. 

1713.  Ship  "THOMAS,"  70  tons;  ownei-s,  Jona.  Belcher  and 
Andrew  Belcher  of  Boston.  1784.  Sch.  "  SPHYNX,"  43  tons, 
of  Boston.  1784.  Sch.  "BECKEY,"  also  written  '' Becca,'' 
54  tons,  of  Boston  ;  owned  by  David  Tilden  of  Boston,  John 
Sutton  of  Cohassct,  and  Howard  Pierce  of  Scituate.  1784. 
Sch.  "POLLY,"  G9  tons,  of  Scituate ;  owned  by  George  Mor- 
ten, Joshua  Otis,  Nathaniel  Wade,  and  Seth  Turner  of  Scituate. 
1785.  Sch.  "  SUKEY,"  49  tons,  of  Provincetown.  In  1810, 
this  vessel  was  sold  for  the  payment  of  seamen's  wages.  The 
first  shipbuilder  on  this  .yard,  whoso  records  are  ])rcsei*ved,  was 
William  James,  son  of  l)ca.  John,  Jr.,  who  was  son  of  Dea. 
John,  who  came  into  Scituate  in  1G68,  probably  from  Dedham, 
and  purchased  the  Ephraim  Kempton  estiite,  near  the  Block- 
house. William  was  born  1746,  and  mar.,  in  1780,  Mary, 
dau.  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Randall.  They  had  children:  1. 
Lydia,  (who  mar.  Capt.  Bass  of  Quincy).  2.  Betsey,  (who 
www.  Rev.  William  Torrcy).  3.  William,  Jr.  4.  Hannah, 
(who  mar.,  1st,  Briggs  Ahien  of  Duxbuiy  ;  2d,  Josiah  Leavitt 
of  N.  Y.) 

William  James,  Jr.,  was  bom  in  So.   Scituate,  March  1, 
1789,  and  d.  Jan.  14,  1854,  aged  G4  years,  being  buried  in  the 


262  JAMEB  GENEALOGY. 

First  Parish  Cemetery,  Norwell.  He  succeeded  his  father  at 
the  shipyard,  and  mar.  Mar.  7,  1816,  Welthea  Alden,  who 
was  b.  Aug.  13,  1792.  They  had  children :  1.  William 
Alden,  b.  March  7,  1818 ;  d.  June  13,  1819.  2.  Maby  Uan- 
DALL,  b.  Jan.  12,  1820,  mar.  Sept.  26,  1843,  l^Mward  II. 
Dehmo,  of  Now  York,  Naval  CJonstructor ;  she  died  Si^pt.  10, 

1854.  They  had  two  chihU'cu :  William  Edward,  b.  in  Vir- 
ginia in  Sept.  1853  ;  d.  the  same  month,  and  Edward  Franklin, 
b.  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  Aug.  21^  1854.  3  and  4.  Ann 
Ain»LETON  and  Uoin  sister^  b.  Jan.  2,  1822.  She  d.  Mar. 
14,  1887 ;  her  twin  sister  d.  Jan.  3,  1822.  5.  Henry  Pack- 
AUi),  b.  Aug.  4,  1823;  d.  July  26,  1825.  6.  William 
IIenuy,  b.  Apr.  19,  1825.  Ho  went  to  the  Tensacola  Navy 
Yard  as  clerk  for  Edward  H.  Delano,  Naval  Constructor,  and 
there  mar.  Laura  Ingraham,  of  that  jilace,  Dec,  1858.  They 
had  seven  children :  Harry  Ingraham,  b.  in  North  Carolina, 
Minnie,  Daisy,  George^  Welthea  Alden,  Laura  I.  and  William 
Henry;  of  these  George  and  Welthea  Alden  only  are  living. 

7.  Albekt,  b.  Feb.  7,  1827,  mar,  June,  18(13,  Helen  Hopkins 
of  New  York.     They  had  one  son,  Josiah  Leavitt,  b.  in  1804. 

8.  Welthea  Alden,  b.  July  (5,  1830,  mar.,  Sept.  Ifi,  1850, 
Benjamin  Merritt,  Jr.,  of  AfVateilown,  Mass.  They  had  four 
children:  Helen  James,  b.  Jan.  i),  1852,  (who  mar.,  July  19, 
187(5,  Abraham  Hun  Berry  of  Boston).  Louisa  Phillips,  b. 
March  0,  1857.  Benjamin  Frederick,  b.  March  14,  1805,  and 
John  Alden,  b,  Aug.  23,  1875.  9.  Fuedeuiciv  Augustus, 
b.  Nov.   27,  1832,  mar.  Ellen  Foster,  of  So.  Scituate,  May, 

1855.  They  had  two  children  :  Mary  Delano,  b.  Oct.  7,  1S5(), 
and  Ellen  Foster,  b.  Nov.  14,  1857.  Mary  Delano  d.  Oct., 
18()3,and  Ellen  Foster  mar.,  March,  188(5,  James  Gurncy,  .Ir., 
of  East  Boston,  and  d.  Aug.,  1888.  They  had  one  child, 
Fred  J.,  b.  Oct.,  1887;  d.  Aug.,  1888.  Frederick  Augustus 
James  d.,  Sept.  8,  1865,  in  the  Union  Amiy.  JO.  Hannah 
Packard,  b.  Sept.  5,  1835,  recentl}*^  living  in  Newton. 

Iniilt,  in  171)5,  the  ship 
gj.  "MAllY,"for Mr. Joseph 
*  ''Tilden,  of  Boston,  and 
in  his  certificate  he  swore 
that  she  was  "full  built," 
that  she  had  "2  decks  and  3  masts,"  that  her  length  was  "90 
feet,  G  inches,  her  breadth,  27  feet,  1  inch,  her  depth,  13  feet, 
6  inches,  and  that  she  was  of  286  tons  burthen."     She  was 
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lost  probably  on  the  const  of  Nortli  Cnrolina  in  1829.  William 
James  built  at  this  yard,  in  1799,  tlio  shii)  "MAllY  ANN,** 
242  tons  of  Boston,  and  in  1804,  the  sell.  "MARY,"  99  tons, 
of  r»osl(m.  Owners,  Charles  EUnis,  Cashing  Otis,  of  Scituatc, 
and  others. 

Daniel  Hatch  built  in  Scituate,  and  probably  at  this  yard,  in 
1802,  the  sch.  "SAUCY  JACK,'*  90  tons.  Owners,  William 
Vinal,  Jr.,  John  Tilden,  David,  Jr.,  and  Cushing  Otis  of 
Scituate. 

William  James  became  a  partner  of  Jotliam  Tilden's  with 
whom  ho  built  imtil  too  old  for  active  business  life.  Ship- 
wrecks of  vessels,  belonging  to  Scituate  and  elsewhere  were 
frequent  during  the  early  days.  Scituate's  Second  Church 
records  mention  the  death  of 

"  Cnpt.  Scth  Gardner,  aged  32,  Perkins  Clapp,  aged  21,  Caleb 
Nichols,  nged  28,  Henry  Nichols,  aged  19,  Reuben  Nichols,  aged 
17,  James  Brown,  aged  27,  Thomas  Jenkins,  aged  26,  Prince 
(colored),  aged  18,  who  were  lost  in  the  shipwreck  of  the  *  Cyrus' 
at  Cape  Cod,  about  1830  or  earlier.  One  lad,  George  Fuller,  aged 
16,  escaped." 

The  bodies  of  three,  Gardner,  Clapp  and  C.  Nichols  were 
subsequently  found  and  buried  at  the  Cape.*  As  they  were  all 
Scil.uale  men  it  was  very  likely  a  Scituate^  vessel.  Fnmi 
a  newsiinper  of  earlier  date  the  following  is  tnkcn  : 

"  Wc  hear  from  Scituate,  lliat  last  Monday  (Men.,  Nov.  9, 17Gi)  in  a  snow 
storm  two  sloops  were  drove  ashore  and  lost,  but  the  people^s  lives  were 
saved :  one  of  the  sloops  belongs  to  Salem,  having  her  mainsail  lowered  to 
two  racks,  a  spring  of  wind  like  a  whirlwind,  run  up  the  mainsail  to  the 
head  of  the  mast,  blew  it  from  the  racks  into  the  water  over  the  slera, 
which  they  dragged  some  hours,  when  another  spring  of  wind  blew  it  out 
of  the  sea  on  board  a^ain.  They  came  out  in  company  with  five  sail  from 
the  Eastward,  two  anived  safe,  and  one  is  yet  missing,  which,  it^s  feared, 
is  foundcr'd." — The  Boston  QazcUc  atul  Country  Journal. 

The  first  American  citizens  who  were  engaged  in  whaling 
and  sealing  around  Cape  Horn,  after  the  peace  of  1783,  were 
Nantucket  men,  and  many  vessels  were  built  on  North  River 
for  Nantucket  firms. 

James  Toirey  built  here  in  1800  and  earlier.  lie  built  in 
180G  the  sch.  ''PllCEBE,''  117  Urns,  of  Boston.  Owners, 
James  Torrcy,  Elijah  Curtis,  Thatcher  Tilden,  of  Scituate,  and 


•  See  Briggs  Yard. 
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others.  James  Torrey  b.  1755 ;  was  son  of  Capt.  Caleb, 
and  an  uncle  of  George  and  David,  who  built  at  this  yard  later.* 
The  Tildcns  built  many  vessels  hero  l>etween  1700  and  1800, 
and  in  1801  they  built  tiio  sliii)  "FLORA,"  300  tons,  of 
Boston;  built  by  Jothani  Tilden.  The  poor  of  Scituate  and 
tlu)  surrounding  towns  were  carriiul  each  year  to  the  town- 
houses  of  the  seveml  towns  and  sold  out  to  service  for  the  follow- 
ing year.  In  Scituate  yearly  could  be  seen  the  families  packed 
in  old  farm  and  ox-cails,  I  wing  carried  to  and  from  the  sales. 
Charles  Turner,  father  of  Hon.  Samuel  Adams  Turner,  used  to 
put  a  clause  in  each  town  warrant  to  see  **If  the  town  would 
support  an  Alms-house.**  Old  David  Ton-ey  used  to  say,  after 
reading  the  warrant,  "See,  there  is  Charles  again,  always  want- 
ing to  spend  the  town's  money  in  erecting  an  Alms-house.** 
But  finally  Charles  carried  the  day,  the  appropnation  for  an 
Alms-house  was  voted  for  and  it  was  erected.  Uncle  Ells  was 
an  odd  character  of  the  day  ;  he  used  to  drink  freely,  and  had 
a  habit  of  lying  about  in  dark  places.  Many  pei-sons,  still 
living,  well  remember  the  start  they  may  have  exi>erienced  by 
coming  suddenly  upon  him  in  some  dark  corner.  No  descen- 
dants or  relatives  were  left  to  mourn  his  loss. 

fi/KrygX^        x^y^'^y       ^"^   ^^^^   brother   Luther  built 
Jy^im^l^^^  %/x^^^^^^    here.     They  were  sons  of  Dea. 


y^  ^""'"^''^  Sanuicl,    of     MarsliHeld,    who 

^  died  May  29,  1834,  aged   95. 

Jotham  was  b.  Jan.  10,  17fi7  ;  d.  Dec.  18, 1843,  and  was  buried 
in  the  "Two  Mile"  grave  yard  in  Marshfield.  lie  mar.  Bctijcy 
Turner,  for  his  first  wife,  Jan.  13,  1794  ;  she  died  in  1817,  and 
he  mar.,  2d,  Betsey,  sister  of  Elijah  Brooks,  in  1819.  Jotham 
had  children  only  by  his  first  wife,  viz.  :  7.  Jotham,  b,  Nov. 
10,  1794,  mar.  and  d.,  leaving  a  widow,  Mary,  who  afterward 
mar.  Christopher  Oakman,  and  children:  1.  Frederick,  never 
mar.  2.  Allen  Crocker,  who  mar.  a  dan.  of  Tilden  Ames,  and 
left  one  son.  3.  William  Henry,  never  njar.  2.  (Jkouok, 
b.  Dec.  1(1,  179();  he  mar.  Mercy  L.  Clill.t 

5.  Betsey,  b.  Oct.  2,  1799 ;  mar.  David  Harding,  and  had 
children:  1.  Sarah;  mar.  Dr.  Oliphant  of  St.  Louis.  2. 
Henry  C. ;  mar.,  1st,  a  dau.  of  Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln  ;  and  2nd, 
.     No  children.     4.  Maria,  b.  April  21,  1802;  mar. 


•See,  Chittenden  Yard. 

t  See  Brooks  &  Tilden  Yard,  Marsliflcld,  for  account  of  tliis  fomfly. 
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Elijah  Brooks.*  5.  William  Henry,  b.  Aug.  18, 1804 ;  mar. 
8anih  llsiiiiRford,  dau.  of  Dca.  liaiusford  of  Boston,  and  had 
children:  1.  Augustji;  mar.  Jaincs  Bates  of  Weymouth,  and 
they  have  cliildren  tlicrc.  2.  Josiah  ;  mar.  Widow  Snow.  No 
children.  3.  Charles;  mar.  a  Connecticut  girl;  had  no  chil- 
dren, 4.  Han-iet  F. ;  mar.  Edward  F.  Tilden  of  Chelsea,  a 
ship-builder,  son  of  Hatch  Tilden;  no  children.  5.  Louisa; 
never  mar.  6.  Mercy,  and  one  or  two  others,  d.  young.  6. 
HouATio  Nelson,  b.  March  8,  1808;  mar.  Mercy  Ford  of 
Mai^shlicld,  and  had  children:  1.  Mercy;  mar.  William  F. 
Damon  of  Marshfield.  Have  several  children.  2.  Horatio 
A.;  mar.  Lucinda  Damon,  sister  of  William  F.  They  have 
children :  Carleton  and  Cora.  3.  Helen ;  mar.  Dea.  George 
Beal  of  Cohasset ;  no  children.  4.  Lizzie,  and  one  or  two  un- 
married. 

Luther  Tildeii,  son  of  Samuel  and  brother  of  Jotham,  was  b. 
Jan.  2,  1777,  and  d.  March  (5,  1857,  aged  80.  On  his  grave- 
stone in  the  First  Parish  Cemetery  at  Norwell  is  represented 
a  vessel,  with  the  blocks  under  her,  ready  to  be  launched.  He 
mar.,  1st,  Philcnda  Brooks,  who  d.  March,  1837;  and  2nd, 
Sanih  S.  Benson,  July  4,  1841 ;  she  d.  Jan.  13,  1862.  By  his 
first  wife  he  had  seven  children,  viz. :  1.  Piulenda,  b.  March 
2,  1802.  She  mar.  a  Mr.  Bond  of  Waltham,  and  had  two  or 
three  children,  of  whom,  Josephine,  mar.  a  Mr.  Bmmcn  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  One  other,  Sarah,  mar.  a  Mr.  Foster  of 
Waltham.  2.  Lutiieu  Albeut,  b.  Juno  2,  1804;  mar.,  and 
hsul  two  children  :  Julia  and  Charles  Albert.  (Julia  mar.  John 
Turner,  and  has  three  children ;  Emma,  who  mar.  Charles  Til- 
den of  So.  Scituate;  Nellie,  and  John.)  Charles  Albeit  mar. 
a  Miss  Glover  of  W.  Scituate.  3.  Julia,  b,  Dec.  30,  1806 ; 
mar.  Capt.  James  South  worth  of  Scituate  ;  she  d.  1880.  They 
had  live  children :  Florence  (died  when  two  days  old),  Edward, 
Samli  (d.  aped  two  years),  Catiiarine  (d.  jigo<l  two  years),  and 
Caroline.  Edward  mar.,  1st,  Eliza  Talbot  of  So.  Scituate,  and 
by  her  had  one  cliild,  Fannie.  His  second  wife  was  Hattie  E. 
Ilill  of  Sherborn,  and  they  have  had  three  cliildren  :  Frank, 
Stacy,  and  Alice.  Both  boys  are  living.  This  family  now  re- 
side in  Quincy ,  Mass.  (yarolino  mar.  Oliver  Prouty  of  So.  Scit- 
uate, and  had  seven  children  :  Elmer,  Edwanl,  James,  Alvord, 
Ella,  Lottie,  and  Olive.  She  moved  to  New  Jersey,  and  d.  about 
1884.     4.  Sauaii,  b.  April  24,  1809  ;  mar.  William  Turner  of 


*  See  Brooks  &  TUden  Yard. 
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ScituatCy  and  had  four  children,  viz. :  Iliunphrcy,  William 
Fmncis,  Arabella,  and  Eudora.  Humphrey  died  lately  in  the 
West,  where  he  was  the  editor  of  a  paper  and  a  prominent  man. 
William  Fmncis  mar.  a  Miss  Stoddard  of  So.  Scituate.  They 
had  no  children.  Arabella,  mar.  Coleman  Ford  of  So.  Scituate, 
and  has  several  children.  Eudora,  mar.  Charles  T.  Bjiilcy  of 
Scituate,  and  has  several  children.  5.  William  r]iiLLii*8,  b. 
May  9,  1811.  He  mar.  Mary  Foster  of  Scituate,  and  had  sev- 
eral children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz :  Laura, 
William,  and  George.  Laura  mar.  Dr.  James  S.  Greene  of 
Fitchburg,  and  now  lives  in  Milton.  They  have  one  son,  Jo- 
seph. William  mar.  Anna  Haynes  of  Milton,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  and  Cora.  Gcjorgo  mar.  Alirx)  Ihitlcr,  from  the 
West.  Their  oldest  child,  Laura,  died  when  alH>ut  four  years 
of  age.  They  are  now  living  in  Milton,  and  have  three  chil- 
dren :  Charlie,  Alice,  and  Edith.  William  Phillips  Tilden  is 
the  only  sui'viving  child  of  Luther.  He  is  now  living  ih  Milton 
with  a  second  wife.  6.  Lucy  Brooks,  b.  Aug.  19, 1818  ;  mar. 
Dr.  Jarvis  Jjcwis  of  WalUiam,  and  had  one  dan.,  Helen,  now 
living  in  Waltham.  7.  Cauoline,  b.  Sept.  4,  1820.  Showsis 
never  mar.,  and  d.  at  30  years  of  agt^  or  less.  The  author  is 
indebted  to  the  Kev.  Win.  V.  Tilden  for  the  following  enter- 
taining sketch  conceiTiing  his  early  life,  and  his  recollections  of 
the  Block-House  Yard : 

"  The  neat  little  one-story  house  in  South  Scituate  where  I  was 
born,  seventy-eight  years  ago,  holds  its  age  finely.  It  is  located  four 
or  five  miles  from  the  sea,  but  near  enough  to  licar  the  distant  roar 
of  the  surf  after  a  storm.  The  first  I  remember  is  being  out  in  the 
end  yard  of  the  house,  after  a  rain  which  had  made  lakes  and  seas  of 
the  hollow  places,  trying  to  sail  the  top  of  a  small  trunk,  torn  ott' 
and  turned  over,  to  look  like  a  vessel  in  one  of  these  inland  seas.  It 
was  a  perfectly  natural  thing  for  me.  I  was  born  to  it,  as  a  duck  to 
the  water.  Wasn't  my  father  a  ship-carpenter,  and  hadn't  I  heard 
the  sea  roar,  and  wasn't  I  going  to  build  ships  and  go  to  sea?  It 
was  the  prophecy  of  coming  events,  though  there  was  no  pulpit  in 
the  vision,  that  I  remember.  My  childhood  was  a  happy  one.  lis 
memories  are  very  sweet.  We  were  not  poor  and  not  rich.  Father 
had  a  good  trade,  and  plenty  of  work  ;  and  mother,  besides  being  so 
precious,  was  so  bright,  so  good,  so  buoyant,  such  an  adept  at  her 
needle,  keeping  all  the  children  neat,  and  trim,  and  clean.  What 
would  the  world  be  without  the  tender  and  watchfal  care  of  loving 
mothers  !  When  I  was  seven  or  eight,  my  father  sold  the  little  place 
where  I  was  born,  and  built  a  larger  house  on  the  bank  of  North 
River,  where  for  some  years  he  and  his  brother  carried  on  ship- 
building together.     Sixty  years   ago,  Scituate,  Hingham,  and  Co- 
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hasset  carried  on  the  mackerel  fishery  to  a  very  large  extent,  giving 
employment,  during  the  summer  season,  to  a  large  number  of  people 
in  Plymouth  County.     A  boy  in  our  region  who  had  never  been 
mnckcrcl  fishing  was  lightly  esteemed  by  his  comrades,     lie  was  of 
lillle  account.    The  summer  1  was  thirteen,  I  got  leave  of  fatlicrand 
mother  to  ship  with  a  skipper  they  well  knew.     This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  my  academical  education.     Many  a  boy  goes  to  Exeter  to> 
prepare  for  Cambridge,  with  less  pride  and  joy,  I  have  no  doubt^ 
than  I  started  off  on  my  grand  expedition,  dressed  in  my  fisherman's- 
suit,  every  article  of  which,  from  my  red  flannel  shirt  to  my  pea- 
jacket  and  tarpaulin,  was  made  by  my  precious  mother's  hands.     For 
six  or  seven  consecutive  sunnners  1  continued  in  this  academy,  learn- 
ing some  things,  as  is  the  case,  I  suppose,  in  other  seminaries,  which 
hati   better  be  forgotten.     The  summer  I  was  sixteen  I  was  high 
line,  as  it  was  called,  beating  even  the  skipper ;  packing  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  barrels,  I  think  it  was,  caught  with  my  own 
hands.     About  this  time  I  began  to  work  with  my  father  in  the  ship- 
yard, still  fishing  during  the  summer  months  while  I  was  learning 
my  trade.     The  daily  recitations  in  this,  my  university  course,  needed 
no  oilsct  or  balance  of  foot-ball,  base  ball,  boat  race,  or  other  gym- 
nastics, we  took  all  that  the  natural    way.      Our  broad-axes  and 
mauls  were  our  dumb-bells  ;  our  whip-saws  and  cross-cuts  our  vault- 
ing bars ;  and  deck  beams,  drawn  up  by  the  creaking  stage  on  our 
shoulders,  were  our  patent  lifts.     We  worked  from  sun  to  sun  ia 
those  days,  oflen  havmg  a  steaming  forehood  to  bend  afler  sunset,  to 
use  up  the  summer  twilight.      But  you  *  literary  fellers,'  whose 
education  has  been  so  sadly  neglected  in  these  directions,  probably 
don*t  know  what  a  forehood  means ;  and  even  if  1  should  tell  you  it 
is  a  plank  to  be  bent  round  the  bows,  set  home,  buckled  to,  reined 
in,  wedged  hard  down,  clamped  to  the  timbers,  butted  and  spiked 
ready  for  boring  and  tree-nailing,  I  doubt  even  then  if  1  should  give 
you  a  perfectly  clear  idea,  so  difficult  it  is  for  scholars  trained  in 
difTerent  schools  to  understand  each  other's  terms.    The  Block-house 
Yard  was  not  well  adapted  to  building.     The  ground  was  mostly 
springy  and  wet ;  the  way  to  it  was  through  a  rocky  pasture,  with 
only  a  cart  path,  where  deep  ruts  and  frequent  stones  tried  the  heavy 
wlicels,  loaded  willi  timber,  and  the  necks  of  the  patient  oxen,  which 
bore  the  swinging  white  oak  trunks,  planks,  and  knees.    Then,  when 
the  timber  was  in  the  yard,  there  was  not  sufficient  room  for  it. 
Beside  this,  when  the  vessel  was  launched,  she  had  to  run  directlY 
across  the  river  into  the  mud   on  the  other  side.     Souther  &  Cucl-- 
worth's  Yard,  a  half  mile  up  the  river,  and  Foster's,  above  that, 
were  far  better  yards ;  more  spacious,  and  with  a  finer  chance  for  a 
glorious  launch  up  or  down  a  long  reach.     Still,  there  were  many 
vessels  built  at  this  yard.     But  the  Block-house,  though  not  a  No.  i 
ship-yard,  was  a  glorious  place  for  us  boys.     Here  came  noisy  and 
jubilant  throngs  from  Front  street.  Back  street,  and  all  the  lanes 
round  about,  in  the  dusk  of  a  summer  evening,  for  a  glorious  swim 
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And  a  good  time  generally  ;  especially  Saturday  evenings,  when  the 
week's  work  was  over.  What  schools  of  human  porpK>ises  would 
roll  and  tumble  in  the  star-lit  stream,  preparatory  for  the  clean  Sun- 
day shirt.  Wc  used  to  run  a  long  spring  plank  out  over  the  end  of 
the  wharf,  hold  down  the  shore  end  with  u  boulder,  and  running 
out,  give  a  leap  and  a  dive,  and  the  next  you  saw  was  a  yellow  S|)ot 
under  water,  away  out,  nearly  half  across  the  river,  witii  a  motion 
like  a  frog ;  then,  breaking  the  water,  he  would  shake  the  beady 
drops  from  his  head,  clear  his  nose  for  breathing  freely,  and  continue 
across,  resting  on  the  opposite  bank,  or  making  a  graceful  curve  and 
coming  back  for  another  dive.  When  the  frogs  began  to  peep,  in 
the  spring  of  the  year,  there  was  fine  eeling  near  the  banks  up  and 
<lown  the  river.  We  used  a  pole  and  line,  and  a  sinkcrwithaworm 
.strung  on  a  thread,  called  a  *  fishworm  bob.'  What  fun  it  was  to 
pull  them  out  upon  the  meadow  grass,  and  bag  them  for  breakfast ! 
lA^e  had  superb  skating  in  winter,  and  good  fishing  through  the  ice 
for  eels,  perch,  and  the  beautiful  striped  bass.  When  about  twenty- 
three,  I  married  a  noble  woman  whom  I  had  known  and  loved  from 
childhood,  and  we  moved  to  Medford,  whose  '  Ship  street,'  now 
desolate,  was  alive  with  ship-building.  It  was  not  long  after  this 
when,  working  with  my  dear  ship-carpenter,  classmate,  and  ortho- 
dox friend,  Rev.  W.  T.  Briggs,  we  discussed,  almost  fiercely,  the 
high  themes  of  fore-knowledge,  free-will,  and  fate,  and  I  hammered 
away  on  the  hard  side  of  ^  Calvinism.'  One  day,  when  I  was  about 
twenty-five,  while  at  work  in  the  ship-yard  at  Medford,  I  saw  my 
portly  pastor  coming,  looking  through  his  glasses,  first  one  side  and 
then  the  other,  as  was  his  wont  going  up  the  broad  aisle.  I  dropped 
my  axe  to  welcome  him,  and  soon  found  he  had  a  gospel  of  hope  for 
me.  He  had  taken  counsel,  and  came  to  tell  me  he  thought  I  might 
—  yes,  I  might  —  enter  the  ministry.  That  spot  of  ground  is  still 
sacred.  I  have  been  to  it  as  to  the  Mecca  of  my  first  hope.  All 
signs  of  the  old  ship-yard,  to  a  stranger's  eye,  were  gone  ;  butl  know 
the  old  land-marks,  and  found  the  spot  where  I  dropped  the  broad 
axe  to  hear  the  glad  tidings  that  opened  to  me  a  new  life.  I  was 
glad  to  stand  there  and  feel  something  of  that  hour  come  back  to  me 
through  the  vista  of  nearly  half  a  century." 

JoiUam  Tilden  built  here,  in  1815,  tho  sch.  ''NEW  80- 
nillONIA,"  OS)  tons,  of  Scituato  ;  ovvnod  by  Cushing  and  Kii- 
sigii  Otis,  Jr.,  Coleman  Jenkins,  Elisha  Foster,  Jr.,  and  Luther 
Tilden  of  Scituatc.  William  James,  George  and  David  Torrcy, 
and  Jotham  and  Luther  Tilden  were  in  company  from  about 
this  time  until  later  than  1821.  The  largest  vessel  recorded  as 
havinp;  been  built  at  the  Block-house  Yard  was,  in  1815,  the 
ship  "MALABAR,"  o55  tons.  She  had  two  decks,  throe 
masts;  length,  102  feet;  dei)th,  14  feet;  breadth,  28  feet; 
owned  in  Boston. 
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and  David  Torroy  were  the 


C^  master  carpenters.  The  next 

^^Xhnmj^^A^JJ  y^^'  ^"^^  vessels  were  built 

^^^^^  here,  viz.  : 

C^  "MARY  i 


xi^QT^  ^^^^.™^    here,  viz.:    1810,  the  sch. 
y  C^     "MARY  &  POLLY,''  77 

tons,  of  Chatham ;  and  the 
same  year,  1816,  sch.  "ANN  ROSINA,"  123  tons,  of  Peters-^ 
burg,  Va. ;  owners,  Ebcnczer  Pope,  of  Boston,  and  others. 
Jotlmm  Tildcn  was  the  master  carpenter  of  both  these  vessels. 
The  "Ann  llosina,"  it  is  said,  wjis  named  after  either  the  cap-^ 
tilings  or  mate's  daughter.  The  aiptain  was  Thomas  Manches- 
ter, and  the  mate  Mr.  Cud  worth.  She  was  used  as  a  Bostoa 
and  Richmond  packet.  An  old  ship-carpenter  now  living,  and 
in  his  ninety-first  year,  remembers  having  worked  on  the  "  Ann 
Rosina.*'  Is  it  not  wonderful  that  there  is  a  man  now  living 
who  can  tell  you  that  he  worked  on  this  vessel  built  in  1816? 
This  remarkable  man  is  Harvey  IIalx.,  and  the  following  ac- 
count of  an  int^M'vicw  with  liim  may  be  of  interest.  He  was 
born  June  30,  1799,  in  East  Marshfield,  where  he  has  lived  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  mamed  Charlotte  Tilden,  in  1824, 
and  has  quite  a  progeny .  I  found  him  in  the  orchard  of  his 
farm,  near  East  Marshfield  village,  then  in  his  ninetieth  year, 
in  the  top  of  a  Baldwin  a[)ple-tree,  (m  a  ladder,  gathering  ap- 
])lrs.  1  :iskod  him  what  ho  was  doing,  and  he  rc|)lied,  "(iatli- 
ering  Baldwins, "  sis  he  did  every  year  belween  the  10th  and 
2()tli  of  October,  for  the  old  [)eopIe  us(mI  to  say,  in  his  day, 
that  Baldwins  should  be  gathered  at  that  time  of  the  year. 
Coming  down,  he  invited  me  into  his  home,  where  he  enter- 
tained  me  very  pleasantly.  He  entered  the  ship-yard  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  under  the  instruction  of  Jotham  Tilden,  at  the 
Block  house  Yard.  The  first  vessel  he  worked  cm  was  the 
"Ann  Jtosina."  From  here  he  went  to  the  Navy  Yard  at 
Charlestown,  where  he  worked  six  months.  1  le  then  went  to 
work  tree-nailing  or  "trunnelling"  for  Noah  Brooks,  at  South 
Boston,  working  on  the  last  ship  he  built  there.  Edwin  and 
Ilanison  O.  Briggs  succeeded  Mr.  Brooks  in  shiivbuilding  at 
this  yard,  and  Mr.  Hall  tree-nailed  nearly  all  the  vessels  built 
by  them.  Ho  worked  in  the  Magoun  &  Tumor  Yard,  Charles- 
lowu  Neck;  also  in  the  following  shii)-yards  in  Medford:  hos- 
ier's, Taylor's,  Waterman  &  KweU's,  Hay  den  «&  Cud  worth's,  and 
Jamcs^O.  Curtis'.  Later,  he  worked  in  Sanuiel_Laphani's,  Ja- 
riusl*ratt's,  and  Hugh  &  Donald  McKay's,Tiast  Boston  ;  at  Johu 
Souther's,  at  Quincy ;  and  Nathan  Josselyn's,  at  Quincy  Pointy 
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where  he  worked  on  the  **  Mount  Wallaston."  He  also  worked 
on  many  vessels  built  hy  Gushing  Otis  Bnggs  and  his  brother 
Henry,  in  Scituato.  He  i-emcni1>er8  Isaiali  Wing's  ship,  as  she 
]ay  at  Doggctt's  Bank,  during  Emimrgo  times,  until  nearly  un- 
fit for  service.  He  was  also  an  eye-witness  of  tlie  battle  be- 
tween the  "  Clics:ipcake,'*  Capt.  I^iwrcnce,  and  the  English 
frigate  ^^Shannon,**  off  Cohasset.  Here,  he  says,  the  action 
began  in  earnest,  and,  after  a  hard,  short  fi^ht,  the  ^  Chesa- 
peake** was  captured  June  1,  1813.  When  ship-building  be- 
came dull,  he  retired  to  his  present  home  in  his  native  town, 
and  is  now  enjoying  the  competence  acquired  by  the  labors  of 
his  youthful  days,  and  living  with  his  widowed  daughter. 

In  1817  there  was  built,  at  the  Block-house  Yard,  the  sch. 
••  WlliLIAM,"  49  tons;  sold  afterward  to  Freeport.  Also  in 
1817,  the  sch.  ^'PHILENDA,''  72  tons,  of  Boston,  named  after 
Luther  Tilden's  daughter,  "one  of  the  prettiest  girls  in  the 
neighljorhood."  It  was  also  the  nimio  of  Mr.  Tilden's  wife. 
The  "Philenda"  was  owned  by  Elijah  Turner,  John  Bcal,  Sam- 
uel Jenkins,  Jr.,  Jesse  Dunbar,  Snell  Wade,  Gideon  Vinal, 
Doano  Damon,  and  Nathaniel  Clapp,  Scituate,  Nathaniel  Clift 
of  Marshfield,  and  Smith  T.  Reed  of  Abington.  In  1819,  the 
sch.  "BETSEY,"  91  tons,  of  Provincetown,  was  built  here,  of 
which  David  Torrey  was  the  master  carpenter.  There  was  also 
built  here,  in  1821,  the  sch.  "VESTA,"  91  tons,  of  Boston  ; 
afterward  of  Provincetown,  and  used  whaling;  David  Torrey, 
master  caipcnicr.  This  schooner  was  nanxMl  after  Vestji,  tbo 
wife,  or  Vesta,  the  dau<j^hter,  of  David  Torn^y.  The  same 
year,  1821,  tlio  sch.  "  PUlMliOSK,"  71  tons,  of  (liatham,  wais 
built  at  this  yard,  of  which  •lotham  and  Luther  'J'ildeu  were  the 
master  carpenters.  In  1823  there  wjis  built  here  the  brig 
"WILLIAM  &  HENRY,"  185  tons,  of  Duxhury ;  afterward 
sold  to  Philadelphia,  and  in  1855  she  was  whaling  from  Warren, 
R.  I.  James  N.  Sparrell,  who  worked  on  l^'oster's  Yard,  also 
worked  on  this  vessel  on  the  way  down  river  and  at  the  Ferry. 
In  1824  (here  was  built  at  this  y:inl  the  sch.  "lOMILY  COOK,'* 
IK)  tons,  of  Boston.  She  was  altered  into  a  brig  Sept.  13, 
1827.  David  ToiTcy  was  master  carpenter  of  her.  Daniel 
Hall  worked  joinering  on  the  "Emily  Cook  "  in  1824.  At  this 
yard  were  built  the  following  vessels,  viz. :  In  1825,  the  brig 
•*LE  VANTE," 

^^^  x"'-'^  '"'^^     William     James,    Jr., 

/^"y  \/  ^^jA^'yf^^C^T^  buildei-s,  219   tons,  of  Bos- 

f  „^^-OH^  ^      ^^^^   ton  ;  afterward  of  Lynn  ;  also 

(^r  owned  at  one  time  in  Ware- 
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linnt,  »nd,  while  in  the  wlmlo  fishcrios,  was  condcinncd  at  Hon- 
olulu in  1847 ;  and  in  1826,  the  scb.  "  BALTIMORE,"  130 
tons,  of  Boston  ;  William  James,  Jr.,  and  David  Torrey,  build- 
ers and  part  ownera.  In  1827, the  brig  "MARIA  THERESA,'* 
229  tons,  of  Boston;  William  James,  Jr.,  master  carpenter; 
and  in  1828,  the  sch.  ''COLUMBIA,"  59  tons, of  Boston ;  Wil- 
liam James,  Jr.,  master  carpenter.  In  1829,  the  sch.  "RIVAL," 
66  terns,  built  for  mackerel  fishing,  commanded  by  Capt.  Henry 
Clapp,  and  owned  by  John  Bcal,  Jesse  Dunbar,  Sr.  and  Jr., 
Peleg  and  Elijah  Jenkins,  Jr.,  Henry  and  Capt.  Alfred  Clapp 
of  Scituate.  Rev.  William  P.  Tilden,  when  quite  young,  went 
fishing  in  this  craft.  She  was  lost  while  in  the  Southern  coast- 
ing trade  in  winter.  In  1831  was  built  here  the  sch.  "RUBI- 
CON," 67  tons.  David  ToiTcy  was  the  master  carpenter.  She 
w:is  built  of  oak,  iron  and  copper  fastened,  one  break  deck; 
owned  in  18r>9  by  Ca[)t.  Thomas  of  Rockland,  Me.,  and  in  1861 
by  A.  Foss,  Swan  Island.  In  1832,  the  sch.  "  AURELIA,"  of 
69  tons,  was  built  here  by  David  Torrey,  and  owned  by  cTohn 
Beal,  Peleg,  John,  and  Elijali  Jenkins,  Jr.,  Anthony  Water- 
man, Hai-vey  Curtis,  and  William  Vinal,  Scituate.  Here  was 
also  built,  in  1833,  the  brig  "CASKET,"  155  tons,  of  Boston, 
of  which  James  &  Torrey  were  the  master  cai-penters  ;  and  in 
1834,  the  brig  "AMULET,"  153  tons,  of  Boston;  James  & 
Torrey,  master  caipcntera.  Abiel  Turner,  who  worked  in  Mel- 
zar  Turner's  Yard  in  1837,  in  William  James'  and  David  Tor- 
rey's  in  1834,  and  for  Elijah  Cudworth  in  1833,  was  son  of 
Roland,  and  had  sons,  Henry  A.,  George  R.,  John  D.,  and  a 
daughter,  Sarah  W.,  (who  mar.  Charles  Merritt.)  Henry  A. 
Turner*  has  had  children:  Flora  J.,  Susie  O.,  John  H.,  Na- 
than S.,  George  C.«  and  Mary  R.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
sch.  ''ROWENA,"  69  tons,  built  in  Scituate,  Mjiss.,  in  1834, 
was  built  at  this  yard.  She  was  re-lmilt  in  1869,  at  Calais,  Me. 
She  was  built  of  cak,  iron  and  copper  fastened,  single  bottom ; 
owned  in  1872  by  Cook  &  Co.,  Calais,  Capt.  A.  Cook,  com- 
manding; and  in  1884  by  Damon  &  Waite,  at  Calais,  Me. 
David  Torrey  is  said  to  have  built  the  brig  **  ABRAHAM"  in 
1847-48  ;  but  whether  at  this  yard  we  do  not  know.  The  ship 
**  ENTERPRISE,"  ownoi  in  New  Bedford  at  one  time,  was  also 
built  by  the  Torroys.  Thus  ended  Ihc  good  old  shi{>-building 
days  at  this  yard,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  roman- 
tic paits  of  the  tortuous  NoitU  River. 


*  Bee  Bogen'  Yurdi  for  H.  A.  Tnrner'i  wife'i  famllj. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


BROOKS  &  TILDEN  AND  WILLIAM  TAYLOR  YARDS. 

17S4-1860. 

8COLLAY  BAKER,  FRINGE  HATCH,  ELISHA  FORD,  JR.,  AARON 
SHERMAN,  ELIJAH  BROOKS,  WILLIAM  H.  TILDEN,  GEORGE  TIL* 
DEN,  WILLIAM   TAYLOR,  ISRAEL   CARVER. 

TTIIE  Jhvokfi  S  Tilden  Yard  was  locsitcd  alnmt  forty  rods 
-■-  above  Union  Bridge  on  the  Marshfield  bank  of  North 
River,  and  on  land  formerly  owned  by  Hatch  Tilden,  adjoining 
the  highway  which  runs  over  the  bridge.  The  William  7\iylor 
Yard  was  also  located  on  the  Marshfield  side  of  North  River  a 
few  rods  below  Little's  Bridge  on  hind  then  owned  by  Edwin 
P.  Little  and  now  by  Knos  M,  Stoddor,  or  Stoddard.  There 
are  no  records  to  prove  that  ships  wore  built  at  these  yards 
before  they  were  occupied  by  the  above  linus,  l)iit  vessels  wtMV. 
probably  built  at  both  yards  in  early  times.  The  following  are 
records  of  some  of  the  vessels  built  in  Marshneld  between  17S4 
and  1809,  and  as  the  other  yards  were  occupied  by  other  build- 
ers during  these  years,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  following 
vessels  were  built  at  these  yards,  which  probably  remained 
unoccupied  from  about  1810  until  the  above  firms  built  on  them. 
In  1784  the  sloop  "ABIGAIL,"  50  tons,  of  Marshfield,  w:us 
built  at  Mai*shfield,  amd  Jacob  Bcmrstow,  of  Nfarshfield,  owned 
her.  Also  in  1784  the  BrigTn  "  WILLIAM,"  1^5  tons,  of 
Boston,  was  built  at  Marshfield.  Afterward  foundered  at  sea  ; 
and  the  same  year,  1784,  the  sch.  "POLLY,"  52  tons,  of 
Marshfield.  Joseph,  Mary,  and  Mercy  Phillips,  owners. 
Afterward  sold  to  l^arnstable.  There  was  built  in  Mai*shfield, 
in  1786,  the  sloop  "  SALLY,"  44  tons,  of  Marshfield.  Benja- 
min Hatch,  of  Marshfield,  and  Charles  Hatch  of  Pembroke, 
owners.     Afterward  sold  to  Boston ;  and   the  same  year  the 
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sloop  "JUNO,"  90  tons,  of  Marshfield.  Elisha  Ford  and  Jona- 
than Ford,  of  Marshfield,  owners.  In  1792  there  was  built  in 
Marshfield  the  brig  "DEliBY,"  107  tons,  of  Boston,  and  the  next 
year  two  vessels,  1793,  the  sch.,  afterward  bri<rVn,  "HELEN," 
100  tons,  of  Boston,  and  1793,  sloop  "NORTH  lUVER,"  27 
tons,  of  which  Snow  Stetson  was  deputy  surveyor.  Owned  by 
Charles  and  Benjamin  Hatch,  Jr.,  Marshfield,  and  Seth  Hatch, 
Pembroke. 

7  y  commenced  the  building 

5^^^  y%?  ^^  7  ^f  *^  scjuaro  stenied 
O^O^l^^^e^  schooner  at  Marshfield, 
in  April,  1800,  launched 
her  in  October,  and  Dec. 
27,  of  the  same  year,  she  was  lying  at  Lyman's  wharf,  so  called, 
in  Boston.  This  was  the  schooner  "POLLY,"  114  tons,  of 
Duxbury. 

built  here  in  1801,  the  sch. 
"  THREE  FRIENDS,'* 
74  tons,  of  Bamstuble. 

Elisha  Ford ^  «/r.,  built  in  Marshfield,  the  next  year,  1802, 
the  brig  "  ELIZA,"  1G5  tons,  of  Marshfield.  Elisha  Ford,  Sr., 
and  Jr.,  of  Marshfield,  owners. 

Aaron  Sheiinan  built  in  Marshfield,  in  1809,  the  sloop 
"  POLLY,"  Hf)  tons,  owned  by  Benjamin  Rogers  and  El)enezer 
Sherman,  Mai'shfield.  She  wjis  afterward  sold  to  Boston. 
Aaron  Shenman  lived  near  "Old  Skunk  Meeting  House," 
Marshfield.  While  vessels  were  building  on  the  beimtiful  river 
shore  of  Marshfield,  other  vessels  were  being  dectroyed  on  her 
rocky  cojwt,  driven  Iwfore  the  easterly  gales,  and  many  are  the 
sailors  who  have  found  their  graves  in  the  sands  of  this  town. 
The  Boston  Ifews  Letter  records  the  following,  dated  Marsh- 
field, Nov.  28,  1712  : 

"  On  Tucsdav  the  25th  current,  1712,  six  men  going  off  the  Gurnet 
Beach  in  a  whale  boat  at  Duxbury  by  reason  of  boisterousness  of  the  sea 
oversetting  the  boat  they  were  all  drowned,  viz. :  William  Sprague,  Kben- 
czcT  noiniy,  Th<nniis  Uiikor.  of  Duxbury,  Thomas  Wri»fht,  Job  Colo  and 
Anch'ow  8(iawunl,  of  Marshlieid.^^ 

Tlie  Boston  Evening  Post  speaks  of  two  great  storms.     The 
fii'st  under  date  of  June  11,  1759,  viz. : 

'*  We  hear  from  Marshfield  that  Capt.  Inglish  in  a  schooner  from  No . 
Carolina  was  drove  on  shore  there,  the  men's  lives  and    somo  pnrt  of  the 


274  EARLY   BHIPWUEGKS  ON  THE   MAR8HFIELD  OOA8T. 

cargo  saved  bnt  Uie  vessel  lost  and  that  another  schooner  was  cast  away, 
not  far  from  the  above,  which  was  stove  to  pieces  and  the  people  all 
drowned,  bnt  who  she  was,  or  where  from,  is  not  yet  known.** 

The  second  under  date  of  Sept.  11 ,  17G9,  reiids  as  follows : 

'*  Last  Friday  noon  came  on  a  very  violent  N.  E.  storm,  attendctl  with 
rain  which  lasted  till  next  morning  and  it  is  said  soveml  vessels  are  drove 
ashore  at  different  parts  in  our  Bay,  bnt  as  yet  we  have  no  particulars, 
only  a  sip.  Capt.  Atwood  from  the  Eastward  on  Nahant  Beach,  a  vessel  on 
Baker^s  Island ;  Capt,  StuUon*  in  a  sip.  from  Uie  West  Indies,  at  Gohasset 

and  a  sch.  at  Marshfield.** 

From  The  Boston  News  Letter^  dated  Dee.  25»  1760,  is  taken 
the  following : 

**  Last  week  some  men  landed  in  a  boat  at  Marshfield,  they  belonged  to 
a  sloop  laden  with  lumber  from  the  Eastward,  which  in  a  hard  nile  of  wind 
lost  every  sail  and  the  men  not  being  able  to  manage  her,  tney  toolc  to 
their  boat  and  left  her.** 

The  MassacMisetts  Spy  of  Feb.  1,  1771,  contains  an  account 
of  a  wreck  here  as  follows  : 

**  Capt.  Cooper  bound  to  Bermuda  was  cast  awav  in  the  night  of  the 
22nd.  ult.  at  Alarshfield  and  the  vessel  entirely  lost,  but  the  men  saved.  He 
sailed  from  hence  the  morning  before.'* 

We  will  leave  the  account  of  shipwrecks  to  record  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  paragraph,  which  appeared  in  TJie  Boston 
Gazette  and  Coxintry  Jouiiml  of  Feb.  5,  1774  : 

•*  We  hear  from  Marshfield  that  the  puissant  A W Esq.  lately 

went  into  a  neighbor's  house  and  being  seated,  though  very  uneasy,  he  was 
inquired  of  what  mode  him  so,  when  no  inst^intly  arose  and  drew  fonh  a 
Hwonl  (beino;  formerly  a  valiant  soldier)  declaring  he  would  make  day- 
light shine  through  '(;ui  but  what  lie  would  carry  his  point,  giving  as  a 
reiuion  that  lie  was  afraid  of  his  life  without  boing  anuM,  tlio'  m^vcr 
assaulted.  Being  thus  accoutred  one  day  on  going  to  his  barn,  his  cat tlo 
being  affrighted  and  taking  him  to  be  a  stranger,  surrounded  him  and  wo 
licar  'twas  with  difliculty  that  he  escaped  with  liis  life  and  the  loss  of  his 
sword." 

This  WJ13  during  the  Revolutionary  period  and  in  no  town 
in  MaHHuctliUMoM.s  wius  tlioro  probably  moro  excilenio.iit  over  tbo 
Htirring  ovonlH of  Uu\so  tiit)OH  {\\\\\\  in  Marsiiliold.  llndoubUully 
the  feeling  would  iu)i  imve  boon  so  strong  if  (liuro  luid  not 
been  in  their  midst  three  noted  Tories  or  Loyalists,  led  by 
Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas.  The  first  mention  we  find  of  him  in 
the  papers  was  in  the  Boston  News  Letter^  of  Dec.  4, 1761,  (  ?) 
the  following : 


*  See  accxKiDt  of  the  Stutsons,  Wanton  Yard* 
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'*  Wednesday,  the  ISth  day  of  January',  1762,  the  Gov.  signed  the  fol- 
lowing act.  An  act  for  exchanging  meadow  and  meadowish  ground 
belonging  to  the  First  Precinct  in  Marshlield  in  the  County  of  Plymouth 
witii  Nathaniel  llay  Thomas  of  said  Murshiield,  gentleman,  for  salt- 
meadow/' 

Natlianiel  Kay  Thomas  was  the  sole  surviving  child  of  John 
and  Mary  Thomas.  John  Thomas  mar.  Mary,  dau.  of  Simon 
and  Judith  (Manwaring)  Ray,  of  New  London,  Conn., 
1721.  Thoy  had  i\\*rht  d)il(lr(Mi  b.  botwoen  1724  and  17^7. 
John  'riionniM  and  his  wife  l>oth  died  in  17^S7,  leaving  but 
one  child,  the  noted  Loyalist  of  Marshfield.  They  were 
not  related  to  the  Thomas  family  of  Marshfield,  descendants 
of  John  and  Sarah  Pitney  Thomas.  William,  the  common 
ancestor  of  the  Loyalist's  family,  came  over  in  the  **Mary 
and  Anne'*  in  1036.  Nathaniel  Kay  Thomas  was  b.  in  Marsh- 
lield in  1731,  an<l  d.  in  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  Sept.  19,  1787, 
he  having  gone  there  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Boston 
in  1776.  ilis  wife  and  all  his  children,  except  John,  followed 
after  the  war.  She  died  there  in  1810,  aged  78.  The  home 
of  Nathaniel  Ray  Tlionuis,  of  over  1500  acres,  became  the 
home  of  Daniel  Webster  in  Marshfield,  he  buying  it  in  1832 
of  John,  son  of  Nathan ieK  Rjiy  Thomas.  Walton  Hall  now 
owns  and  occupies  the  faim.  Near  his  house,  which  is  on  the 
site  of  the  Daniel  Webster  house,  is  a  largo  tree  to  which 
many  of  Capt.  Dalfoui*'s  soldiers  were  tied  and  flogged  for 
misdemeanor.  In  the  following  extracts  tiikcn  from  the  papers 
of  tlie  times  there  will  be  seen  many  references  t^>  the  Loyalist, 
and  what  a  deal  of  trouble  he  occasioned  in  Marshfield.  He 
evidently  caused  the  town  to  pass  some  Resolves  which  it  did 
not  voice  and  which  it  afterward  virtually  rescinded,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  following  paragraphs  under  different  dates.  Boa- 
ton  Gazelle  and  Country  Journal.  Extract  from  a  letter  from 
Duxbury,Fcb.  5,  1774: 

**  I  imngine  you  have  by  this  time  heard  of  the  very  remarkable  Resolves 
of  the  l<»wn  of  Mni-shlicld  respecting  the  destruction  of  teas,  &c*  which 
was  ('fleeted  principally  by  the  insinuating  act  of  a  certain  man,  who  hav- 
ing lately  rendered  liimself  odious  to  the  rrovince  by  his  conduct  in  a  pub* 
\'w.  slation,  is  endeavoring  to  wipe  ofl*  the  infamy  on  the  people  of  that 
town.  His  insiiiualinns  are  (:is  1  am  informed  l)y  piH)pIe  of  veracity)  tliat 
the  tea  nmst  be  paid  for;  thai  any  town  reuionstratin^  against  the  destrao^ 
tion  of  it,  will  eflV^ctually  secure  Uiem  against  paymg  anv  part  of  the 
ex|NMises  and  if  it  is  patfl  for  that  liis  particular  sliare  will  be  £40  who 
commonly  pays  scMrce  £A  per  annum  of  the  Trovince  tax.  However  the 
sentiments  of  the  Old  Colony  are  not  to  be  collected  from  those  of  Marsh- 
field." 


276  MAR8HFIELD  DURINQ   THE   REVOLUTION. 

Two  days  later  appeared,  in  the  same  paper,  the  following : 

**  We  are  informed  that  the  Resolves  of  the  town  of  Marshfield  were 
carried  by  a  majority  of  only  one  vote,  and  we  soon  expect  a  more  intelll- 
gible  account  of  the  meeting  than  has  yet  boon  given  in  a  public  paper.^ 

In  tlio  MassachiUicUA  Spy^  of  Fob.  2.H,  1774,  ap|K',:irs  : 

**  A  protest  signed  by  a  large  number  of  the  prominent  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Marshfield  against  the  proceedings  of  said  town  on  the  81st  of 
Januarv  last/'  as  follows :  **  We  the  subscribers  think  ourselves  obliged  in 
faithfulness  to  the  community,  ourselves  and  posterity,  on  every  proper 
occasion  to  bear  our  public  testimony  ag^ainst  every  measure,  calculated  to 
destroy  that  harmony  and  unanimity  which  subsists  through  the  colonies 
and  so  eventually  to  tho  dcatniclicm  of  tlioso  lil>orli(^  wliercwitli  the  Author 
of  Nature  and  uur  happy  constitution  has  made  us  free.  Were  tlicy  not 
already  notorious,  it  would  give  us  uneasiness  to  mention  the  Resolves 
which  were  voted  in  this  town  the  31bt  of  January  last.  To  the  first  of 
these  Resolves  we  do  not  object ;  but  do  heartily  join  in  recog[nizing  our 
loyalty  and  subjection  to  the  King  of  Great  Britam  and  our  r^iSiness  to  be 
ever  subject  to  the  laws  of  our  legislature.  In  their  second  Resolve,  they 
say  that  the  'measures  and  proceedings  in  the  town  of  Boston  in  the 
detention  and  destruction  of  tho  teas,  belonging  to  tho  ICtist  Intlia  Com- 
pany, are  illegal,  unjust  and  of  a  dant^orous  tendency,*  against  which  we 
take  tho  liberty  to  protest.  We  havo  long  groaned  untler  the  weitfht  of 
an  American  lievenuo  Act  and  when  by  Uie  virtue  of  the  people  in  not 
purchasing  any  goods  loaded  with  a  duty,  the  malignity  of  ttio  act  was  in 
some  measure  evaded,  a  scheme  was  devised  and  prosecuted  by  the  min- 
istry, to  enforce  said  act  by  permitting  the  East  India  Company  to  force 
then*  infectious  teas  upon  us,  whether  wo  would  or  not.  At  this,  not  only 
the  inhabilants  of  Boston,  but  of  Ihu  wholo  province  were  very  much  and 
very  justly  alarmed  and  while  they  were  pmsccuting  every  method  that 
human  wisdom  would  devise  that  the  tea  should  be  sent  bacK  undamaged, 
it  was  destroyed,  but  whether  by  tho  people  of  Ihat  town,  or  any  other 
town  of  this  ]>rovinee  does  not  appear,  iidly.  They  resolved  to  instruct 
their  llcprosent alive  Ist,  to  endeavor  that  the  perpetnitoi's  of  thcso  mis- 
chiefs be  brought  to  justice.  This  appears  to  us  to  be  tho  business  of 
another  department.  Wo  have  executive  courts  and  ofTiecrs,  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  punish  ofiendei*s  and  we  trust  they  are  faithful.  2dly.  They 
instruct  him  to  endeavour  that  his  town  be  excused  from  paying  for  said 
teas,  which  we  tliink  mi^ht  have  been  omitted,  at  least,  till  there  was  a 
probability  of  a  requisition  from  proper  authority  for  payment.  They 
conclude  with  a  denunciation  'of  all  methods  of  imposition,  violence  and 
persoeution,  such  as  ha8l)cen  most  shamefully  exercised  upon  a  number  of 
mhubitanls  of  riymouth  by  obli^jfing  them  to  sign  a  rceant^ition  ^  &\i :  Such 
bitter,  virulent  and  injurious  rellections  on  our  bretliren  at  Plymouth, 
ought  not  to  have  taken  place  until  some  shadow  of  proof  had  been  adduced 
to  the  town,  that  any  such  violence  &c.  was  ever  practiced  by  them  on  a 
single  person.  The  occasion  of  this  our  protest  has  given  us  great  uneasi- 
ness and  we  were  confident  those  extniordinary  resolves  would  not  have 
taken  place  but  by  the  insinuations  of  a  certain  gentleman  who  seems  will- 
ing his  constituents  should  share  in  the  resentment  of  the  whole  country, 
which  he  has  incurred  by  liis  conduct  in  a  public  chanvcter.  We  mean  not 
to  countenance  riotous  and  disorderly  conduct  but,  being  convinced  that 
liberty  is  the  life  and  happiness  of  a  community,  are  determined  to  con- 
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tribute  to  our  last  mite  in  its  defence,  against  the  machinations  of  assuming, 
arbitrary  men.  who,  stimulated  with  a  lust  of  dominion  and  unriebteous 
gain  are  ever  studying  to  subjugate  this  free  people.**  Marshfield,  Feb.  14, 
1774.    (signed): 


Anthony  Thomas, 
John  Brown, 
William  Thomas, 
Thomas  Foord, 
Thomas  Waterman, 
Isaac  Phillips, 
SahiucI  Tiidon, 
Jdlin  Dtni^lcy, 
Jo.'tcpli  KtMit, 
Iknjamiti  Whito, 
Joseph  Hewit, 
Thomas  Fish, 
Jeremiah  Low, 
Benjamin  Tolman, 
Jethco  Taylor, 
Samuel  Williamson, 
Nathan  Thomas, 


Nehemlah  Thomas, 
Benjamin  White,  Jr., 
Lemuel  Delano, 
Jabez  Dinfflej, 
Isaac  Carver, 
Thomas  Dinfflej, 
Samuel  Smito, 
Thomas  Waterman,  Jr., 
VelcR  Foord, 
Asa  Waterman, 
John  Waterman, 
John  Shurman, 
Samuel  Tllden,  Jr., 
Samuel  Oakman, 
Gershom  Swell, 
WUliam  Clift, 
Joseph  Brjant, 


Paul  Sampson, 
John  Oakman, 
Joseph  Oakman, 
King  Lapham, 
Barnard  Tuels, 
Peleg  Kent, 
Zenas  Thomas, 
Jo:»liua  Canrer, 
I^t  Howes  Sllvestor, 
David  Carver, 
Nathaniel  Thomas, 
William  Thomas,  Jr. 
Luther  Peterson, 
Brigss  Thomas, 
Bllsha  Kent. 
Tfanothy  Wllliamaon, 
Joseph  Clift. 


In  Scplcnibor  of  ilio  sumo  yoar^  ^^pationco  ceased  lo  l>o  a 
vii*tuc/'  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  towns  decided 
they  couhl  not  i)crn)it  Mr.  Thomas  to  longer  remain  amons 
them ;  accordingly  they  marched  to  his  house,  but  their  bird 
had  flown.  The  Boston  Evening  Postj  of  Sept.  12,  1774, 
says: 

**  We  hear  from  the  County  of  Plymouth  that,  on  Wednesday  last,  up- 
wards of  2000  of  the  substantial  yeomanry  collected  from  the  several  towns 
of  Plvmouth,  Hanover,  and  Pembroke,  repaired  to  the  house  of  Nathaniel 
Ray  Thomas,  of  Marshfield,  one  of  the  new  Council ;  but,  having  had 
some  previous  intimation  of  the  intended  visit  of  the  people,  he  thought  it 
unsaft^  to  roni.'iin.  (Won  in  Marshficltl,  and  acconrnin^ly  ffctl,  the  night  bo- 
fore,  with  all  speed,  to  the  City  of  llefuge." 

At  the  request  of  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  and  three  Imndred 
other  Loyalists  of  Marahfield,  a  company  of  the  Queen's  Guard, 
under  Capt.  Balfour,  was  sent  down  and  quartered  in  Mr. 
Thomas*  house.  The  wine  closets  constructed  in  the  cellar  by 
Clnpt.  Hnlfonr,  for  tlio  use.  of  hiiiiHclf  and  oil'iccrH,  wore  in  ex- 
istcnco  until  the  liousc  was  burned.     (8ee  foot  note.)    The 


Foot  Notb.  Isaac  Thomas  who  d.  in  Marshfleld,  March  6, 1859,  remembered  Capt 
Balfomr*i  Tlsitplainlj.  Isaac  Thomas  descended  from  the  youngest  son  of  John  and  Saimh 
Thomas  (see  Thomas  Genealof^,  firick-kiln  Yard).  Isaac,  the  only  son  of  Zenas  and 
wife  Abigail,  was  b.  Nov.  It,  1705,  ami  d.  Mar.  0, 1859.  lie  was  in  his  tenth  year  at  the 
r(>iiiniciH*cincnt  of  ilio  Aiiicrinui  Itcvolnlion,  and  the  ptningo  iicIm  of  lM>th  Whiff  and 
'J'ory  rili/.cu8  of  tlic  |>l»co  ucrc  indcliliiy  Impressed  on  hi8  niitid.  On  Dec.  20, 1/74  be 
bclicid  iuhI  followed  with  liovish  curiosity  the  Queen's  Ouaidit  commanded  by  Capt. 
Bulfour  as  (liey  marched  by  the  common,  where  his  school  room  was  situated,  on  their 
way  troni  North  lliver  to  their  destined  quarters  at  the  mansion  house  of  Nathaniel  Uay 
Thomas.  lie  often  spoke  of  the  brightness  of  their  bayonet«  as  tliey  glittered  in  that 
midday  sun  of  one  of  the  mildest  days  that  the  annals  ot  past  Decembers  have  recorded. 
Ue  albo,  ou  the  morning  succeeding  the  battle  of  Lexington,  witnessed  CapC  William 
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presence  of  troops  greatly  annoyccl  the  inluibitantSi  and,  ufl^r 
vainly  applying  to  Gen.  Gage  to  withdraw  them,  (see  Chapter 
on  Pembroke  Yards,)  the  militia  of  the  surrounding  towns 
marched  to  Marshfield  for  the  purpose  of  routing  them ;  but 
Capt.  Balfour  embarked  on  board  some  British  vessels  lying  oif 
Bmnt  Rocky  a  few  hours  before  the  arrival  of  the  militia,  part 
of  it  under  Col.  Bailey  of  ILinovcr.  Had  the  militia  arrivcul 
three  houi*s  earlier,  the  second  battle  of  the  Revolution  would, 
without  doubt,  have  been  fought  in  Marshfield.  Another  ac- 
count of  how  the  British  troops  annoyed  the  inhabitants  of 
these  towns  appeared  in  the  Boston  OazeUe  and  Country  Jour- 
nal^  under  date  of  Jan.  30,  1775  : 

*'  Card  players  are  said  to  be  no  (Economists.  If  the  troops  at  Marsh- 
field do  not  pay  Barrack  money  for  tlie  houses  they  occupy  there,  yet  where 
they  fright  a  wife  and  children  from  home  into  a  neighbour's  house,  pence 
may  be  saved,  and  thus  Simple  Saplin  may  be  called  CEconomist.** 

We  will  now  return  to  the  history  of  the  ship-building  at  the 
Brooks  &  Tildon  Yard.  Elijah  Brooks  and  George  Tilden 
built  here  for  about  ten  years.  In  1838,  William  IL  TUden 
was  interested  with  them.  Elijah  Brooks,  b.  Feb.  25,  1793, 
was  the  son  of  William.  lie  mar.  Maria  Tilden,  dau.  of  Jo- 
tham  Tilden.  They  had  children  :  1.  Elijah,  (who  mar.  Liz- 
zie Turner,  dau.  of  Samuel  A.  Turner,  Esq.  ;  they  had  one 
child,  now  deceased.)  2.  Franklin.  3.  Maria,  (who.  mar. 
Benjamin  A.  Hathaway  of  Plymouth ;  she  d.  leaving  two 
daughtei*s,  Emma  and  Helen.)  4.  Elizabeth.  Elijah  Brooks 
d.  tluly  1,  1854,  aj^cd  fil.  William,  his  fatlior,  d.  April,  17!)4, 
aged  80.  Both  are  buried  in  ilio  First  Parish  (V.nioicry,  Nor- 
wcU.  George  Tilden  d.  about  18(18.  Ho  married  thrco  times. 
By  his  first  wife,  Mercy  Little  Clift  of  Marshfield,  he  had  one 
child,  George  Wales,  b.  1833,  who  mar.  Alice  Tilden,  and  they 
have  one  child  by  adoption.     Mr-  Tilden's  second  wife  was 


»!' 


J'hoiiiaa  and  IiIh  yoiinf?  kinsman  lis  they  iiMcomlcd  to  tlic  Hnniuiit  of  (ho  hiU,  nmlsaw 
hhii  (littdmr^o  llio  Ihruu  iihii in  f^nnii  whilo  hin  uKonthiiit  Uiut  Ihutlnini,  whh-h  wiw  (lio 
concerted  Hignui  to  ac(|uuhit  the  Hurruundhig  hihiihiUiiits  of  the  couinicnccnicnl  of  Xnm- 
tilities.  He  saw  the  liuniing  of  tlio  obnoxious  tea  on  the  hoiglit  wliich  yet  Ijcan  its 
name,  and  saw  the  torch  touched  to  the  Are  fated  pile  by  that  devoted  Whig,  Jeremiah 
Low.    He  was  fond  of  relating  descriptions  of  the  olden  school  room. 

"  Sorely  'twas  a  mstic  school-room 
All  unplastered  there  it  stood. 
Broad  and  deep  its  ancient  hearthstone 
Where  they  rolled  the  logs  of  wood ; 
Coarse  the  furniture  within  it, 
Diamond  lattices  for  light, 
Cross-legged  table  for  the  master 
Where  he  did  the  copies  write.*' 
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Sybil  Stetson  of  Scituato,  and  by  her  he  had  two  daughters, 
Sybil,  now  dead,  and  Georgiana,  who  mar.  Henry  T.  Jenkins. 
He  had  no  children  by  his  third  wife,  Catharine  Bailey  of  Scit- 
uato. In  1837,  Brooks  &  Tilden  built  the  sch.  "HUKON,'* 
106  tons ;  owned  by  James  Damon,  Elijah  Jenkins,  Jr.,  Henry 
Bowei-s,  Seth  Webb,  and  Francis  Thomas  of  Scituate.  James 
Damon  was  captain,  and  Mr.  Anderson  mate,  to  North  Caro- 
lina. From  North  Carolina  she  went  to  Bart)adoes,  loaded  with 
.slavoH  and  naval  storcH,  with  or(hM*s  to  soil  at  a  limited  price. 
They  went  to  seven  islands,  including  Guadaloupe,  Martinique, 
D()niini(|ue,  and  finally  sold  the  c^irgo  at  St.  John,  Antiqua; 
then  went  to  St.  Thomas  for  provisions,  and  back  to  Little 
Washington,  N.  C.  The  "  Huron  "  was  lost  two  or  three  years 
afterward,  bound  from  Boston  to  Nassau,  in  the  same  hurricane 
that  Capt.  Coleman  (formerly  of  Scituate)  was  lost  in,  in  the 
brig  *' Anawan,"  which  left  New  York  on  the  same  day  in  Sep- 
tember, for  Cuba,  on  which  the  ''Hunm  "  left  Boston  for  Nas- 
sau. The  same  year,  1837,  they  built  the  sch.,  afterward  Her. 
brig,  "LEWIS  BRUCE,"  113  tons,  of  Provincetown.  This 
vos8el  was  owned  by  Ileman  Smith  of  Boston,  and  was  under 
Capt.  Cook.  She  was  condemned  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands 
many  yeai*s  ago.  The  next  year,  1838,  they  built  the  sch. 
"  ERIE,"  113  tons,  of  Scituate ;  owners,  Lemuel  and  Seth  Webb 
of  Scituate,  and  Elijah  Brooks,  William  H.  and  Georf^e  Tilden 
of  Marshlield.  They  also  built  here  the  bri;;  ^MICHIGAN" 
and  the  sch.  'VROANOKE."  In  1810  they  built  the  hvifr  *M0- 
SEPH  BALCII,"  153  tons  of  Boston.  Elijah  Brooks  built,  in 
1843,  the  brig  ''ALLEN  lUNG,"  20G  tons;  owners,  John 
Manson  and  George  M.  Allen  of  .Scituate,  and  Elijah  Brooks, 
master  carpenter,  of  Marshiield.  This  was  probably  the  last 
vessel  built  at  this  yard,  and  was  not  a  successful  one  for  her 
builders.  She  lay  in  Boston  Harbor  all  one  winter,  and,  while 
at  anchor  there,  was  damaged  by  a  gale,  and  sold  for  a  very 
low  figure  to  George  N.  Allen  and  Mr.  King  of  Scituate  Har- 
bor, and  for  these  two  gentlemen  she  was  named.  Being  a  very 
fast  vessel,  she  was  used  as  a  fruiter,  and  coined  money  for  her 
new  owners,  under  Capt.  John  Manson.  He  took  her  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  to  Bnizil,  once  or  twice,  but  most  of  tlietimo 
to  Malaga,  in  the  Mediterranean.  He  left  Mahiga  with  a  full 
cargo  of  fi-uit  for  New  York,  and  annved  back  in  Malaga,  with 
a  full  cargo  of  staves,  in  sixty-two  days,  cjirrying  back  to  Mal- 
aga the  repoit  of  his  own  arrival  in  New  York,  being  the  quick- 
est passage  ever  made.     He  was  fifty-eight  days  from  Gibi*altar 
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to  New  York  and  bock.  It  will  perbaps  not  be  too  much  oat 
of  place  to  insert,  between  tlie  history  of  these  two  yards,  the 
record  of  a  severe  shock  felt  in  Marshfield  over  one  bandred 
years  ago,  a  notice  of  which  appeared  in  the  Botston  Evening 
JPosi^  Monday,  March  15,  1773  : 

"  We  hear  from  Mamlifield  thai,  on  the  Slsi  nit.,  in  the  night,  the  mhab- 
Itants  there  were  wak*d  with  a  very  loud  noise,  and  considerable  jar  of  the 
booses,  which  they  took  to  be  an  earthquake ;  but  it  is  since  conjectured 
tiiat  It  was  occasioned  by  the  serere  frcMt,  as  it  was  heard  seyeral  times^ 
sometunes  loader  than  at  others,  by  many,  who  rose  inunediately.  The 
gromid  is  cncked  in  many  places  several  yards  in  length,  so  wide  that  a 
man  may  put  his  whole  arm  into  the  chasms." 

The  same  year  there  oceiirre<l  here  a  sad  accident,  which  is 
corded  in  tlie  Boston  Evening  Post^  Monday,  July  19,  1773, 
follows : 

**  Last  week,  two  boys  went  bathing  into  the  water  at  Marshfield,  when 
one  of  them,  Tonturing  beyond  his  depth,  was  unfortunately  drowned.** 

Two  years  l>cfore  the  alnivc,  a  dc:ith  occurrcil,  the  ir:iiiso  of 
which  was  prolmhiy,  like  most  sudden  deaths  in  those  chiys, 
iniknown,  but  would  lie  rcc(><i:nizcd  to-<1:iy  as  a|M>plo.\y  or  heart 
disease.  This  was  on  May  20,  1771,  an  account  of  which  is 
found  in  the  Boston  Evening  Post^  of  June  10,  1771,  as  fol- 
lows : 

••  We  hear  from  Marshfield  that,  on  the  20th  of  Maj-,  Mr.  Kenclm  Bake., 
aged  about  76  years,  being  at  his  mill,  grinding  a  gnstof  com,  complain- 
ino:  of  a  pain  in  his  stomach,  wlien  the  com  was  out  went  and  stopt  the 
mill,  and,  turning  himself,  fell  agiiinst  another  iii:ui,  and  clioil  in  a  minute 
or  two.** 

The  William  Taylor  Yard,  referred  to  earlier  in  this  chapter, 
was  occui)ied  in  later  years  by  William  Taylor  and  Lsrad  Car^ 
ver.  William  Taylor  now  lives  (Scpteml)er,  1889),  on  Tele- 
gmph  Hill,  MarshtieUl,  and  is,  without  doubt,  the  oldest  livinor 
8hi|)-l)uihler  of  the  North  liiver.  Air.  Taylor  wjts  tlio  son  of 
Kiclmrd  and  Lydia  (IVny)  Taylor,  and  was  Imji-u  in  SciluaU*., 
Feb.  M,  17iM).  Ilo  lranu*d  his  Initio  of  a  Mr.  Tlioniiis  of  Dux- 
Imr}',  a  somewhat  noted  slii|>-l)uilder  of  his  day,  and  inuno- 
diately  went  to  work  on  the  River.  On  Dec.  (J,  1825,  he  mar. 
Miss  Eliza  Kent,  dau.  of  Capt.  William  Kent  of  Mai*shiield, 
who  d.  in  1875  ;  and  in  1881,  in  his  eighty-tifth  year,  he  mar. 
Miss  Lydia  Allen,  who  lived  hut  a  few  yeai-s.  ftlr.  Taylor  had 
the  rcpulalion  of  being  one  of  the  best  workmen  that  wiohhul 
a  broad  axe  in  these  parts,  and  his  services  were  eagerly  sought 
by  all  the  master  builders  on  the  river.     Soon  after  his  lii-st 
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marriage,   lie   rented  half  of  the  house  now  owned   by  Mr. 
Bacon,  near  the  North  River  IJridgc,  Pembroke,  and  com- 
menced to  build  vessels  on  his  own  acx^ount  at  the  Brick-kiln. 
He  built  three  or  more  vessels  besides  those  at  this  yard,  and 
took  the  position  of  foreman  in  different  yards,  which  he  held 
to  the  end  of  his  labors.     He  retired  from  work  a  few  years 
since,  and  lives  on  his  farm,  surrounded  by  his  sons,  who  have 
all  been  ship-masters  in  their  younger  days.     Mr.  Taylor  has 
two  dauglilers ;  one  is  the  wife  of  a  sea  captain  on  the  Cape, 
and  the  other  the  wife  of  Ed.  Arnohl  of  llockland.     Mr.  Tay- 
lor is  a  very  humorous  man,  and  loves  to  tell  of  his  boyish 
pi-anks.     For  some  fancied  or  real  slight  by  a  bevy  of  girls,  in 
his  younger  days,  he  induced  them  to  ride  in  a  tip-cart,  which 
he  was  driving,  and,  coming  to  quito  a  deep  and  swift  running 
brook,  he  withdrew  the  fastenings,  and  dumped  them  all  into 
the  water,  from  whicli  they  emerged  more  wet  than  hurt.     On 
some  gentlemen  observing  to  him,  not  long  since,  that  he  must 
have  been  strictly  tempenite  to  have  arrived  at  his  great  ago, 
he  very  humorously  remarked  that  ho  had  drank  mm  enough  to 
float  the  largest  ship  that  ever  swam,  and   chewed  tobacco 
enough  to  loiul  her.     Mr.  Taylor  has  the  appearance  of  a  per- 
fectly well  man  of  sixty.     There  was  built  at  the  Taylor  & 
Carver  Yard,  in  1848,  the  sch.  "LAICE,"  74  tons,  oak,  copper 
and  iron  fiistencd,  67  feet  long,  break  deck ;  owned  in  1863  by 
K.  Barnard  &  Co.,  Bucksport,  Me.,  Capt.  Hopkins,  and  in  1869 
at  Orland.    In  I8r)0  wjw  built  the  sch.  "  HORN,"  Laban  Smith, 
owner:  Capt.   Itobcrt  Hall.     Afterward,  James  Marble  com- 
manded her.     The  "  SOUTHER"  was  built  here  by  Israel C'ar- 
ver.     About  1860,  William  Taylor  and  Israel  Carver  built  a 
schooner  of  about  70  tons,  probably  the  "EDIE  LITTLE," 
named  after  Edw.  P.  Little's  wife.     Among  the  sliip-builders 
who  left  the  North  River  were  Henry  and  John  Taylor,  who 
wont  to  Medford  ;  afterward,  flohn  Taylor  went  to  Chelsea,  and 
was  the  lirst  to  build  tliere.     Joshua  T.  Foster  went  to  Medford 
from  So.  Scituate.     Paul  Curtis,  William  Cudworth  (bom  in 
Sea  View),  and  Elisha  Ilayden  (of  So.  Scituate),  went  to  Med- 
ford.    Many  of  Scituate's  first  settlers  came  from  Kent.     Ed- 
ward Goodwin,  of  Boston,  Mjiss.,  a  shipwrij^ht,  was  of  Chat- 
]i:nu,  in  Kent,  Kh*;.,  and  wiihout  doubttheart  of  ship-buildin<^, 
so  early  estiihlished  at  North  Ilivcr  and  IJoston,  can  bo  traced 
to  the  dock-yardb  of  Chatham,  on  the  Mcdway. 
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BRIGGS  YARD. 
(hobart's    landing.) 
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THOMAS  NTCnOLS,  SAMUEL  HOUSE,  JR.,  JEREMTAn  HATCn,  WAI>- 
TEU  HATCH,  JEREMIAH  HATCH,  JR.,  ISRAEL  HOliAKT,  JAMK8 
RRIGGS,  8ETH  RRIGOS,  JOHN  BRIGGS,  THOMAS  BARKER  BRHiOH, 
GUSHING  OTIS  BRIGGS,  HENRY  BRIGGS,  CHARLES  C.  BIUGGS9 
WILLIAM  T.   BRIGGS. 


nPHTS  yard  was  located  in  Scituate,  a  short  distance  up  the 
^  river  from  Little's  Bridge.  It  joined  "Jielle  House  Nock," 
which  leads  down  to  Tiittlo'.s  llri(lgc.  The  old  workhouso  is 
still  uUmding,  and  it  is  the  only  one  now  left  on  the  river.  On 
the  side  of  the  workhouse  is  the  outline  of  a  Hliip,  cut  nearly 
iifty  years  ago  by  II.  O.  Driggs,  a  descendant  of  the  family 
who  built  vessels  here  for  nearly  a  century.  The  old  spring 
down  by  the  stone  landing  is  still  running  freely.  The  stone 
landing  marks  the  spot  about  where  the  vessels  stood.  Vessels 
launched  on  this  yard  would  shoot  across  the  river  into  the 
opposite  bank,  and  it  would  sometimes  take  two  or  three  days 
to  dig  them  out.  Rufus  Clapp  claims  the  distinction  of  boing 
the  first  to  stop  this,  by  putting  planks  across  the  stem,  leav- 
ing the  ends  far  out  on  each  side,  thus  retarding  the  headway 
of  the  vessels  in  the  water. 

Tliomas  Nichols^  a  shipwright,  had  lands,  in  1()45,  near  and 
southwest  of  the  spot  since  known  as  Hobart's  Landing,  at 
which  latter  place  he  CiUTied  on  the  art  of  ship-building.  We 
have  been  unable  to  learn  of  any  living  descendants  of  Thomas 
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Nichols,  unless  there  l>e  some  in  Oohasset.  Tlionuus,  Jr.,  suc- 
ceeded to  his  father's  lands  in  Scituate,  and  his  son  Joseph,  b. 
1()73,  lived  near  George  Moore's  Bridge.  Joseph  lost  throe 
sons  in  the  French  War,  viz. :  Joseph,  Jr.,  Thomas,  3rd,  and 
Noah.  Israel,  son  of  Joseph,  resided  at  the  old  homestead » 
near  the  landing.  He  lost  three  sons  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  viz. :  Israel,  Jr.,  Samuel,  and  Thomas,  4th.  Caleb,, 
grandson  of  Israel,  Sr.,  son  of  Caleb,  lost  three  sons  by  ship- 
wreck.—  Caleb,  Henry,  and  Reulwn  —  at  Oipe  Cod,  in  the 
•'(\yni.M,"  ihhKm*  Capt.  Sctli  (Jardno.r,  in  August,  1830.*  Noah, 
who  d.  in  the  devolution,  left  a  family,  viz. :  1.  Nabby.  2. 
Betsey,  who  mar.  Cliarles  Jones.  3.  Cynthia.  4.  Lucy,  wha 
mar.,  in  1818,  Christopher  Cushing,  Esq.,  and,  in  1827,  Judge 
Wood  of  Middleboro'. 

Rebccwi  Nichols,  dau.  of  Thomas,  the  ship-builder,  roar.,  in 
1()G4,  JSamuel  Jloiise^  Jr.^  who  succeeded  his  father-in-law  at 
the  yard,  and  continued  the  building  of  ships.  Samuel  resided 
:i  short  disUuice  northeast,  and  near  the  ship-yard.  He  was 
son  of  Samuel,  who  resided  southeast  of  Coleman's  Hills  in 
1636.  Descendants  of  Samuel,  the  ship-builder,  settled  in 
Hanover,  west  of  the  Third  Herring  Brook,  and  in  Pembroke^ 
near  the  ponds. 

x-^  and  Walter  Hatch  built  at  the  landing  at 
/ttTt.'^^  Mvtn  a  later  period.  They  were  brothers,  and 
^  sons  of  Elder  William  Hatch,  who  settled 

on  Kent  street,  at  the  Harbor,  in  1634.  Jeremiah  and  Walter 
resided  near  each  other,  southeast  of  the  Second  Society's 
Meeting-house.  They  have  numerous  descendants  in  Pljrmouth 
County,  and  Vermont.  Jeremiah  mar.  Mary,  dau.  of  Joha 
Ilewes,  **  the  Welshman ,"  and  had  fouilcen  children.  Jereiniahy 
the  oldest,  succeeded  to  the  shii>-building  at  the  landing. 

Isi*ael  Ilobarty  a  shipwright,  aime  into  Scituate  in  1676  from 
Hingham,  where  his  house  had  been  burned  by  the  Indians  in 
the  spring  of  that  year.  He  settled  on  North  River  at  Hobait's 
Landing  where  he  carried  on  the  art  of  shipbuilding  for  many 
years.  His  house  stood  near  the  ship-yard  and  it  was  a  spacious 
mansion  ndorned  with  two  carved  cherubs  over  the  door.  Ho 
wsLs  son  of  the  Ji(w.  Peter  Hobart  of  Hingham,  and  was  b.  1642, 
and  d.  173l,jiged  89.     He   probably  occu])icd   the  shij^-yard 


*  See  Block-boiue  Yard. 


284  VESSELS   BUILT   IN   8GITUATE. 

nnti)  it  was  used  by  the  Briggses.     Previous  to  the  time   the 
Briggses  occupied  this  yard,  the  following  vessels  were  built  in 
Scituate   and  probably  many  of  them  were  built  at  Ilolmrt's 
Landing    by   the     above     biiilderH.      In     lfi78     the     brigVii 
** SWALLOW,"  35   tons,  Capt.    Klwnczor  Dennis;    owners, 
Penn  Townscnd,  James  Harton,  Sainiiol  liillio,  Boston  ;  owners 
in   1698,  Penn  Townsend,  Ssunucl  Lillic,  Boston,  Capt.  John 
Ober.     1678,  sip.  "  DESIRE,''  16  tons.   A  round  stemed  open 
vessel;   owners  in   1698,  John  Wing,   mariner,  Boston,  and 
Mary  Ellery,  widow,  of  Gloucester.    1682,  sip.  **  INDUSTRY,'' 
20    tons;    owners,   Capt.  Jonas    Clarke,   Jonas  Clarke,  Jr., 
Cambridge.      1683,   si]).   •'JOHN  &    ABIGAIL,"  25    tons. 
Captain    in     1698,     Joseph    Flood,    ownei,   James    Flood, 
Boston.       1684,     '^JOSEPH     &     BENJAMIN,"    30     tons, 
owners,  1698,  Capt.  James  Flood,  of  Boston,  and  Peter  Coffin 
of  Exeter,  N.  H.     1692,  brig't'n  •*  HOPE,"  40  tons.     Capt. 
Abraham  Hill ;    owner,    Samuel   Lillie,   Boston.     1692,   sip. 
^ THREE  FRIENDS,"  16  tons,  square  stemed  open  vessel. 
Daniel   Ware,   master;    ownei*s,    Sanmel  Lillie,   Boston,  and 
William  Peperel,  Kittery.    1693,  sip.  "  ^VILLIAM  &  MARY,'' 
40    tons,    John    Tulley,   master;    ownera,   Jonathan  Evans, 
Bronsden  &  William  Hobby,  merchants,  John   Gerrish,  gun- 
smith,   Samuel    Greenwood,    sliipwright,   and   James     Berry, 
mariner,  Boston.     1(11)3,   bark   "MARY,'*   (10  tons;    ownci-s, 
Capt.  John  Foster,  Samuel   Legg,  Edward   Mailyn,  Benjamin 
Alford,  Edward  Thomas  and  Thomas  Walker,  of  Boston.   1693, 
ship  **NINETY,"   90  tons;   Janios   liarncs,   Jeremiah   Allen, 
merchants,  Bailholomcw   Green,  William   Dewsbury,  Jeremy 
Dumer,  Robeit  Calep,  eTohn  Marshal  and  Capt.  Nathaniel  (Jreen, 
who  was  master,    were   the   owners.     1694,    ketch   "GOOD- 
HOPE,"  25  tons,  Capt.  John  Peabody ;  owner,  John  Coleman, 
Boston.       1()94,   ship   *'AIARY,"    80    tons;     owners,    Capt. 
Benjamin   Thaxter,  Benjamin  Alford,   Samuel   I-iegg,   Thomas 
Walker  and  Edward  Martin  of  Boston.     1(>04,  sip.  ''BLACK- 
TIIORNIO,"    i\0    tons,    of    Glonccslor;    owner,    Capt.    John 
llarnuline.     1(>!)7,  ship  "SAliAll,"  DO  tons,  a   s(|naro  slcnuul 
vessel;  owners,  Robert  Howard,  merchant,  John  Hobby  and 
Robert  Crosby  of  Boston.     1G98,  brigTn  '\SWALLOW,"  20 
tons,  lately    called    **  Blessinr/'' ;     owners,   Thomas  Miers  and 
Samuel  Lillic  of  Boston.      li;J)8,  brigVn  "SPKEDWKLL,"  40 
tons;    owner,   John   Frizol  of  Boston.     l()l)i),  ship  "PROVI- 
DENCE," 80  tons,  Capt.  Joseph   Royal,  Jr.,  John  Coleman, 
Andrew  Belcher  and  Sanuiel  Legg  of  Boston,  ownei-s.  1699,  sliip 
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•'PRUDENCU^:  &  DOROTHY,**  (50  tons,  of  Island  of  Barbadocs ; 
owners,  Capt.  «lolin  Frizell  of  Boston,  «lohn  IMiillips  and  John 
Trent  of  Barhjuloes.  These  were  all  built  Jis  in  seen  prior  to 
1700.  Commencing  with  the  next  century  there  was  built  in 
the  year  1700  the  brigVn  "  DOROTHY,"  30  tons,  Capt.  Thomas 
Clutty;  owners,  John  Frizell,  John  Hobby  and  Thomas 
Hutchinson  of  Boston.  1702,  ship  ''  LEOPOLD  GALLY,"  or 
^ Leopold ^^  a  galley  ship y  70  tons,  Capt.  John  Pitts;  ownera, 
Stephen  Vassal,  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  merchant,  and  William 
Clarke  of  Boston.  I70a,  sip.  "ANNE,"  35  tons;  owners, 
ICbenezer,  James  and  Daniel  Coffin  of  Nantucket,  and  Andrew 
Belcher  of  Boston.  1704,  sip.  '^LYON."  30  tons;  owner, 
Andrew  Belcher  of  Boston.  1704,  brig  "TRYALL,"  60  tons ; 
owners,  John  Colman  of  Boston,  and  Richard  Etiton  of  London, 
merchants.  1705,  ship  •* VICTORY,"  90  tons;  owners, 
Ssunucl  Lilly,  merchant,  and  Lewis  Hunt,  of  Boston.  1705^ 
ship  "REBECCA,*'  90  tons,  hitely  called  the  "  Fictory.''^ 
owners,  Thomas  Chirk,  David  Jeflries,  Francis  Burroughs,. 
Sanmel  Phillips,  William  Clark  and  Eliah  Adams  of  Boston. 
1706,  brigVn  "UNITY,"  65  tons;  owners,  Daniel  Oliver, 
Joseph  Wadswoilh  and  Nathaniel  Oliver,  of  Boston.  1706, 
sip.  "MAYFLOWER,"  25  tons;  owners,  Joseph  and  Isaac 
Ryal  of  the  Island  of  Antigua.  1711,  ship  "FRIENDSHIP," 
60  tons.  Jon'a  Belcher,  merchant,  and  Andrew  Belcher  of 
Boston,  owners. 

Hobart's  Landing  and  the  Briggs  ship-yard  was  late  the 
residence  and  farm  of  Nathan  Rogers.  It  is  now  owned  by  his 
heirs.  Adjoining  this  farm  toward  the  sea  is  a  high  elevation 
of  land  called  the  "Bell  House  Neck"  from  the  fact  of  there 
having  been  a  bell  hung  there  over  two  centuries  ago,  which 
was  rung  to  warn  the  early  settlers  of  the  ap|)roach  of  hostile 
Indians.  The  Neck  wjis  not  far  from  Little's  Hridge,  it  was 
an  ancient  Indian  burying  place,  and  wsis  later  known  as  Cusu- 
iNo's  Neck.  J(kookiiall  Field  wjis  on  the  the  North  side  and 
Sciiewsan's  Neck  was  on  the  Northeast.  The  first  landholder 
excepting  William  Vjissall,  of  record  at  Bell  House  Neck  appears, 
to  have  been  Samuel  Fuller  one  of  the  ''Mayflower"  com{)any. 
Ho  owned  twenty  acres  of  inul  "on  the  East  of  Bell  House 
Neck,"  and  :uljoining  the  farm  of  Mr.  Vassall.  In  1643  Peter 
(^ollamore  succeeded  to  the  Fuller  land  and  erected  a  house. 
This  faiin  was  known  as  the  Collamore  Place  for  two  centuries. 
In  1634*5  Elder  Thomas  King  came  into  Scituate  with  Mr.  Wil- 
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Ham  Vnssall  and  built  a  house  a  few  rods  south  of  Mr.  Vassairs 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  at  Bell  House  Neck.  Resolved  White,  who 
came  to  Plymouth  in  the  *•  Mayflower,"  in  1620,  had  by  order 
of  the  Colony  Court,  in  1640,  a  grant  of  ^100  acres  of  upltmd 
und  marsh  on  *I^I1  House  Neck'  adjoining  Mr.  Vassall's  farm 
on  tho  Houth-cast."  The  Hanic  year  he  mar.  Judith,  cldi^st  (hui. 
of  William  Yassall  and  in  1646,  Mr.  Vassall  gave  him  other 
lands  adjoining  his.  Later  Jeremiah  Burroughs  came  into 
possession  of  the  White  farm  and  after  him  Lieut.  Isaac  Buck,  a 
blacksmith,  who  in  1660  built  a  house  near  Scituate  Harlxir. 
William  Vassall,  also  referred  to  in  the  chapter  on  **  North 
River,  Continued,'*  received  probably  the  Awt  giimt  of  land  at 
Bell  House  Neck.  Dcano  says,  ^  Ho  denominated  his  planta- 
tion 'West  Newland,'  his  house,  erected  1635,  *Belle  House,' 
the  whole  neck  of  land,  *  Belle  House  Neck,'  and  a  beautiful 
field  of  planting  land  on  the  North  side  of  the  Neck,  *  Brook 
hall  field.' "  The  bell  to  warn  the  settlers  of  the  approach  of 
Indians  was  very  likely  at  Mr.  Vassall's  house,  and  ho  with- 
out doubt  fii*8t  gtivo  the  above  name  to  this  nock.  CapUiin  John 
Vassall,  son  of  William,  succeeded  to  part  of  the  plantation  in 
1684,  and  sold  his  paii  in  1661  to  John  Cushing.  In  1743 
John  Cushing,  3rd,  resided  here.  The  latter  year  he  built  a 
house  southeast  of  Walnut  Tree  Hill.*  A  large  farm  on  the 
bank  of  North  River  adjoining  the  Briggs  ship  yard  was  owned 
by  the  noted  Capt.  George  Little,  master  of  the  "Boston 
frigate."  Captain  Little  also  took  the  ship  "Barsu"  after  a 
severe  engag(micnt  about  tho  year  1812.  Capt.  Little's  son, 
Anio3  R.  Liltle,  went  out  with  his  cousin,  Luther  Little,  of 
Mai-shfield,  to  slioot  wild  pigeons  in  1815.  Luther  Little  was 
pailially  deningcd,  and  while  on  Belle  House  Neck  he  shot  his 
cousin  in  a  fit  of  insanity,  and  then  himself.  The  sudden  deaths 
of  these  two  young  men  cast  a  gloom  over  Scituate  and  Marsh- 
field  for  some  time. 

The  Briggs  family  built  ships  at  Ilobail's  Landing  probably 
as  early  as  1750.  James  Jirujgn  w:is  the  first  of  that  nanio 
recorded  as  having  built  here.  He  was  b.  in  171i)  and  waa  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Walter  and  a  direct  ancestor  of  the  author. 
A  genealogy  of  the  Briggs  family  is  inserted  here ;  the  names 
of  the  direct  line  from  the  ancestor  Walter  are  printed  in  small 
capitals,  prefixed  by  Roman  mimerahy  excepting  the  names  of 
the  shipbuilders,  which  are  printed  in  italics. 


*  See  chapter,  MiscelUneoiia  YardB,  Sdtaate. 
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T17 ALTER  Briggs,  tlie  common  ancestor  of  the  shipbuilders 
^^  in  the  Briggs  family,  was  in  Scituate  as  early  as  1643. 
He  i)urch:isc(l,  in  1651,  a  farm  of  Timothy  Ilathcrly,  on  the 
north  side  of  Farm  Neck.  The  Cove  within  the  Glades  was 
named,  as  early  as  1650,  after  Walter  Briggs,  and  still  bears 
the  name  of  Briggs  Harbor.  It  is  on  the  extreme  northeast 
point  of  Scituate.  The  Indian  name  for  this  harbor  was  Misii- 
QUA8IITITCK.  Vc«scl.s  of  sniull  buithcn  were  years  ago  built 
hero  and  fishing  and  cosiHling  craft  used  U)  winter  in  this  cove. 
In  the  SoiUh  Shore  Herald^  of  April  8,  1884,  there  appears  an 
account  of  the  wreck  of  the  sch.  "Australia,"  Capt.  Thompson, 
during  a  severe  gale  on  the  easterly  banks  of  Briggs  Harbor. 
The  vessel  made  the  harbor  passing  over  White  Head  Bar 
safely,  but  her  cable  parted,  and  she  was  driven  ashore.  She 
was  from  llockport,  Me.,  bound  to  Boston  with  a  cargo  of  750 
barrels  of  lime  which  caught  fire  soon  after  she  struck.  In  the 
Plymouth  Colony  llecords.  Volume  8,  under  date  of  August, 
1643,  among 

^*  The  names  of  all  tlie  males  that  are  able  to  bear  armes  from 
1 6  years  old  to  6o  years  within  the  sevrali  Towneshipps  " 

appears  the  name  of  "Walter  Briggs,  Scituate."  In  the 
same  volume,  and  on  pa^e  183,  appeai-s  the  name  of  Walter 
Briggs  of  Scituate  as  Iiaving  taken  the  "oath  of  Fidel- 
itie.  Januar.  15,  1644."  On  June  6,  1649,  Walter  Briggs 
was  clioMcMi  one  of  the  "Scrvayoi's  of  the  liiewayes"  of  Scitu- 
ate, and  June  5,  1651,  he  was  on  the  "Grand  Enquest."  In 
the  census  or  list  of  Freemen,  taken  1658,  appears  the  name  of 
"Walter  Briggs  Scitteatte."  The  Colony  Treasurer's  account 
states  that  he  paid  "June  13.  1660  To  Walter  Briggs  for  a 
wcmlfe  15  shilling."  In  1665,  June  7,  Walter  Briggs  was 
appoinUul  a  consljible  of  the  town  of  J)uxbury.  Jle  owned 
lands  in  the  town  of  Swanzey  in  1677-75),  being  one  of  the 
purchnsers  of  Showamett.  In  the  Suffolk  County  Records, 
Book  !),  page  212,  an  instrument  of  writing,  dated  June  22, 
1675,  is  recorded,  whereby  Samuel  Winslow,  of  Boston,  mer- 
chant, jujknowledgcs  having  received  from  his  father-in-laW| 
Waltku  BuHioR,  "of  Scitteate  in  the  Collony  of  New  Pliniouth 
Ykoman,''  the  sum  of  £200,  which  the  said  Walter  Briggs  had 
obliged  himself  lo  pay  to  said  Winslow,  when  he  should  have 
purcli:ised  a  house  and  ground  of  about  that  value,  and  secui*ed 
the  same  by  a  proper  deed  to  his  wife,  Hannah,  (daughter  of 
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the  said  Walter)  for  her  life,  and  at  her  death  to  be  disposed  of 
for  the  benefit  of  her  children  by  the  said  Samuel  Winslow : 
And  in  the  said  instrument  he  fuilher  agi*ees  that  his  wife 
Hannah  shall  stand  and  be  seized  on  the  teniis  and  conditions, 
above  set  forth,  of  a  certain  piece  of  property  descril>ed  as 
follows :  "All  that  his  now  dwelling  house  situate  in  said  Boa- 
ton  l)eing  butted  and  liounded  Soutliwest  by  the  sti*eet  that 
leads  from  the  Second  Meetinghouse  toward  Century  Haven, 
Northwesterly  by  the  land  of  £sdras  Read,  Northeasterly  by 
the  land  of  Kichard  Rennctt  and  Southeasterly  by  the  land  of 
John  Williams."  On  July  22,  1676,  "the  Court  allowed 
Walter  Rri<rgs  £5,  ISs.  ()7d.  in  land  for  services  in  King 
Phillip's  war."  WalUir  Briggs  held  largo  landcil  osUitcd  in 
Scituale.  Deane  says  ^'ho  was  long  a  useful  man  in  the  plan- 
tation." By  his  will  and  the  following  deed,  it  will  be  seen  he 
owned  slaves. 

**Know  all  Men  bt  these  Presents  that  I,  Msrgret  Cock  the  wife  of  Bdw. 
Cock  of  Boston  In  New  England  Marriner  witnessoth  that  the  said  Marf^t  Cock  for  and 
In  consideration  of  tlie  sum  of  fourteen  pounds  tunn  bliiliings  imycd  by  Walter  Hrij^gs 
of  Scituate  in  Ne^v  England  aforesaid  unto  ino  the  said  Margret  Cock  the  receipt 
whereof  is  acl^nowiedged  by  the»e  presents;  liave  for  myselfe  and  husband,  by  vertiic  of 
&  letter  of  attorney  and  power  thereby  given  Ui  nio  by  my  saiu  husband ;  given  grantod, 
bargained  and  sould  unto  tlio  said  Briggs  ail  our  right  tytlo  intrest  claluie  or  deiiiiuid 
that  we  the  said  Margret  Cock  or  Edw.  Cock  have  in  or  to  a  negro  ghrle  called  by  Ibe 
name  of  Maria :  And  to  the  only  pp.  use  and  behoof  of  liira  the  said  Walter  Brigg  liia 
heires,  executors  admrs.  &,  assignes :  During  her  natural  l:fe.  And  the  said  Margt. 
Cock  on  the  liehalt'  of  her  husband  and  by  virtue  of  that  power  and  authority  granted 
unto  her  iiy  her  said  husband  and  for  him  herself  and  tiieir  iieires  executors,  adnirs.  & 
assignes  due  covenant  promise  and  grant  to  and  with  the  sd  Waiter  Briggs  his  heires. 
exectntors  admrs  and  assignes  that  he  the  said  Briggs  his  heU\:s,  exors  admrs  and 
assignes  may  and  shall  from  this  time  and  at  all  times  during  tiic  naturall  life  of  the 
said  negro  imploy.  improve  and  in  every  rcsi)cct  conuind  and  iiuprove  tiiu  said  negro 
girl  as  his  and  tlieir  propur  estate  without  the  lest  mollestaion  liinderauco  contradicioii 
or  denyall  of  any  pson  or  psons  whatsoever  claimeing  or  Imveing  or  pretending  to  have 
any  right  title  intrest  clainie  or  demand  m  or  to  the  bald  ne^ro  girie  And  that  the  said 
Cock  Tor  herselfe  and  husband  doe  covenant  and  pronii&e  to  and  with  the  said  Walter 
Briggs  his  heires  and  assignes  that  they  the  said  Margt  Cock  and  Edw.  Cock  her  bub- 
iMtiiiTutye  very  time  and  inbtanto  immediately  l)efore  the  sealeing,  signeing,  and  deliv- 
ery of  these  presents  weare  the  true  and  lawfull  owners  of  the  said  negro  girle  And 
alsoe  doe  covenant  and  promise  to  defend  the  said  Walter  Briggs  his  heires  and  assignes 
against  sny  pson  or  psons  lawfully  or  unlawfully  claimeing  or  pretending  to  have  any 
riglit,  tytle  or  intrest  in  the  said  negro  girle.  In  witness  whereof  tlio  said  Margt.  C<K;k 
on  tlie  Iwhalt'e  of  her  husband  ana  liorsolfo  In  coullrmation  of  this  bill  of  sailo  have  set 
to  her  hand  and  scale  this  six  and  twuiityoth  day  of  March  one  thousand  six  hundnMi 
seaventy  1^  throe, 
signed  sealed  &.  this  bill  of  sailo 

and  negro  girle  above  written  de-  the  marke  of 

livered  to  the  said  Walter  Briggs  MargreU  (N)  Cock       [seal] 

by  the  said  Margt  Cocke  in  the 
presence  of  us 

the  marke  of 

Richard  (n)  Bennett 

Joshua  Holdsworth." 

The  name  Cock  is  now  usually  spelled  Cox. 
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BOND. 

Kkow  all  Men  by  these  Pbsaents  that  I  Marfnret  Cocke  on  the  behalfe  of  my 
hasband  Edw.  Cock  m  also  for  myaelfe  our  lieira,  exectiira  admri  and  asalffnea  have 
flrincly  iMiund  oiirvelvea  our  heirs,  cxccttirs  adnini  &  asslgncs  nnto  Walter  Brings  of 
Scitiinto  hi  Now  Kiiffland  his  lieirex  cxectors  admrs  fi  assifrns  in  the  snm  of  twenty-nine 
pounds  of  currant  money  of  New  England  given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  six  and 
twentyetb  dAT  of  March  1673. 

The  condition  of  thi^  olili^mtion  is  snch  that  if  the  aboTO  written  Walter  Drlffgs  shall 
enjoy e  a  ne^o  girle  called  Maria  ac<x>rding  to  the  true  meaning  of  a  deed  of  saile  beare- 
ing  date  with  these  presents  then  Uds  bond  is  to  be  of  noe  force  or  otherwise  to  be  in  foil 

gDwer  and  vertue  in  law. 
igned  sealed  and  delivered 
in  presence  of  ns  the  marke  of 

the  niarkc  of  Margrett  (Mc)  Cock       [Nal] 

Richard  (q)  Bennett 
Joshua  Uoldsworth 

Walter  Briggs  probably  married  twice,  his  first  wife's  name 
being  Mary ;  his  second,  Frances.  He  died  about  1684.  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  his  will  taken  from  the  Plymouth  Colony 
Records,  Coui-t  Orders,  Vol.  G.  page  9,  Part  2. 

WILL  OF  WALTER  BRIGGS. 

In  yo  Name  of  Owl,  Amen,  yo  ICth.  day  of  January  in  yo  year  of  our  Lord  God,  one 
thou8;ind  six  hundred  seventy  six.  I,  Walter  Briggs,  in  ye  jurisdiction  of  New  Fly- 
mouili,  in  New  England,  in  America,  yeoman,  l)cing  aged,  but  of  sound  He  perfect 
mcniury,  praise  lie  given  unto  God,  for  ye  same,  and  calling  unto  remembrance  ye 
nnccroiin  estate  of  tliis  transitory  life,  8c  that  ali  flesh  must  yield  unto  death  when  it 
shall  please  God  to  call,  fc  lieing  desirous  to  settle  things  in  order  do  make,  consUtute, 
oniain  and  declare  this  my  last  will  or  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following, 
revoking  Sc  annulling  by  these  presents,  alt  &  every  Testament  or  Testaments,  Will& 
Wills  heretof«>re  by  me  made  &  declared  either  by  words  or  writing,  ^  this  to  1)0  taken 
only  for  my  liutt  Will  Sc  1'estjinicnt  fc  no  other.  And  first /^  principally,  1  commend 
my  wMil  unto  Almighty  flfnl.  My  <'rcator,  nsHurclly  liclicving  1  slinll  receive  full  pardon 
^  frc<*  remission  c»f  all  my  sini,  ft  Iks  saved  by  yo  precious  bloo4l  fc  merrltts  of  mv 
blci^scd  Savior  St  Redeemer,  CMirlst  Jchus,  and  my  Inidy  to  yo  earth  from  whence  ft 
wtu(  Uikcn  to  lie  buried  iu  KUfli  decent  Ar  CliriHtinn  miinncr  as  to  my  Kxocutf>r  hereafter 
named  shall  1m3  thonglit  meet  &  convenient.  And  as  touching  such  worldly  estate  as  ye 
Lord  in  mercy  hath  lent  me,  my  will  Ac  meaning  is  ye  same  &  shall  be  employed  & 
bestowed  as  hereafter  iu  this  my  will  Is  expressed. 

I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  loving  wife  Frances  Briggs  six  pounds  per  annnm 
dnrlDg  her  life,  to  be  paid  by  my  executor  hereafter  named,  in  come  or  cattle,  or  any 
other  pay.  I  give  and  bequeath  nnto  my  said  wife  two  cowes,  &  my  will  is  that  my 
executor  keep  them  for  her  both  in  ye  winter  and  summer,  without  any  trouble  to  her. 
I  give  and  iHrqucath  iintf)  my  said  wife,  one  of  ve  two  licds  we  lay  on,  &  ye  fnmitnro 
iH'longin*;  to  it,  t4>  lie  nt  her  dis|Niso  when  she  die.  1  licqucath  unto  my  wife,  during  her 
life  yo  lower  moms  of  ye  wc8t  end  of  my  dwelling  house,  8c  liberty  of  a  third  part  of  ye 
oclliur  &  r<Mmi  in  ye  t  hamber  over  ye  cellar,  to  put  anything  as  she  may  have  occasion 
for  8c  lil«rty  to  make  use  of,  pots,  kettles  8c  ottier  vessels  commonly  made  ase  of  in  re 
house,  that  she  may  nse  them  as  she  hath  occasion,  but  not  to  dispose  of  them.  Ana  I 
will  her  lil)eriy  of  keeping  two  swine,  &  I  will  her  liberty  to  make  use  of  ye  two  gardens 
&  she  to  have  two-thirds,  8c  my  executor  to  have  one-third  of  what  she  raiseth  off  them. 
I  will  that  my  executor  allow  my  said  wife  a  gentle  horse  or  mare,  to  ride  to  meeting,  or 
any  other  occasion  she  may  have  8c  that  Jenny,  yo  Ncgcr  catch  It  for  her.  Also  1  will 
my  sahl  wlic,  M  a  iti  a  u  yo  liitlo  ncgcr  girl,  to  Iw  with  her  so  long  iw  my  wife  lives,  provided 
she  continue  nt  Couuihiuisot. 

I  give  and  lieqncath  nnto  my  sou  John  Briggs  as  or  for  a  homestead  my  dwelling 
bouse,  with  all  bams,  out  housing,  yards  8c  gardens  belonging  to  it  with  my  orcbaro, 
bam  field  8c  ye  fields  of  ve  northerly  end  of  ye  bam  field,  8c  from  ye  northwest  comer  of 
my  son  James  Briggs,  his  field  near  ye  bars,  at  ye  going  out  with  a  straight  line  towards 

5e  southwest  to  southwest  southerly  to  Mr.  John  Safflns  land,  this  I  settle  upon  my  son 
obn  Briggs,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  he  8c  they  allowing  my  wife  to  erjoy  that 
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out  of  je  pramlaef  which  ii  before  willed  her  during  her  life.  I  give  &  beqacath 
anto  mv  eon,  Jamei  Brim,  m  or  for  a  homeetead  ye  home  he  dwells  In,  with 
ye  whole  field  in  which  nil  bonie  etands  &  from  ye  aonthweet  ootrnt  of  j* 
■heep  pen  oo  a  atraight  line  towarde  the  eonthweit  to  a  maple  tree  bj  jm 
fence,  anto  ye  fence  of  ye  bam  field,  &  by  ye  fence  aroand  his  ban  until  It 
conies  to  ye  bars  going  into  James  his  field,  near  ye  northwest  comer  of  ye  Bhaqi 
pen,  &  in  case  this  falls  short  in  quantity  of  that  settled  on  my  son  John,  then  my 
mind  and  will  is  tliatyo  fnll  quantity  of  ye  hinds  lie  maile  np  of  ye  lands  adjoining  ya 
field  on  yo  Jtusierlv  Hido  uf  lliu  llcldH,  tlio  wliolo  Icugtii  of  liis  fields  in  o«iual  lireailUi  fnnu 
end  to  end,  &  this  I  actilo  u\Hm  my  s<mi  Jiiiucs  Brliols,  his  licirs  and  assigns  furovcr;  Awl 
my  mind  and  will  is  that  during  ye  liflB  of  my  wife  that  my  son  John  Briggs,  take  je 
proflt&benefltof  two  thirds  of  all  ye  rest  of  my  lands  nndirlded  &  mysoDjasMs 
Briggs  one  thbrd  of  ye  profit  thereof.  Bnt  after  my  wife's  decease,  my  mind  &  will  la 
that  all  my  lands  in  Scituate  not  divided  as  before  shall  be  equally  diTlded  betwixt  my 
son  John  &  my  son  James  always  being  provided,  &  so  It  is  to  be  understood,  &  no 
otherwise  in  case  my  son  James  pay  a  legacie  of  forty  pounds  unto  his  ilster  Uannab 
Winslow  in  one  year  alter  my  wife  s  decease  which  legacy  of  forty  pounds  I  do  by  these 
presents  give  and  licquoatli  unto  my  duuf^htcr,  Hannah  Winslow.  But  In  case  he  shaU 
refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  ye  same  as  aforesaid,  tlien  my  will  hi  tluU  mr  sim  John  Brifogs 
pay  ve  said  icgacie  of  forty  pounds  unto  my  daughter  Hannah  Winslow,  &  tlien  my 
mind  &  will  hi  that  my  son  John  shall  have  two  thirds  of  all  ye  lands  undivided  as  afore- 
said unto  him  &  his  heirs  h  assigns  forever.  &  my  son  James  one  third  thereof  to  him 
his  heirs  &  assigns  forever.  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  CortMui  Briggs  one 
whole  freeman's  share  of  land  that  already  appertains  unto  a  share  or  shall  ever  bae- 
after  appertain.  In  Swansy  &  on  ve  easterly  side  of  Taunton  River.  &  on  ye  Bast-ward  at 
Coshino  [Ohosinol  or  elsewhere.  &  this  I  bequeath  to  my  son  Cornelius,  his  hehn  &  asUinia 
forever.  Also  I  give  &  lieqneatn  unto  my  son  Cornelius,  thirty  pounds  to  be  paid  him 
witldn  one  year,  after  my  dcccium,  by  my  executor  licrouftcr  nanicMl.  All  ye  rest  of  my 
goods  &  chattels  movables  &  immovables  not  mentioned  nor  dlii|iosc«l  of,  I  give  to  my 
eldest  son  John  Briggs,  whom  I  make  &  appoint  to  lie  soto  executor  of  this  my  last  will 
&  testameoL  In  witness  wliereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  &  seal  ye  day  and  vear 
first  above  vrritton.  Memorandum.  I  give  &  liequcath  to  my  executor  ten  pounas  hi 
mon^  to  deflray  my  funeral  expenses  this  before  sealing. 

{Signed,) 
Signed,  sealed  &  dcUvered  WALTER  BRIGOS.    (Seat) 

by  Walter  Briggs  to  be 
his  Win  &  Testament  in  ye 
presence  of  us — 

William  Hatch, 

James  Cudworth. 

William  Hatch  testified  upon  oath  before 
ye  Court  that  he  did  see  Walter  Briggs,  sign, 
seal  Ik  declare  this  alK)ve  written  to  lie  Ills 
last  Will  &  Testament    Done  before  ye  Court 
held  at  Plymouth  this  4th.  June,  1684. 
Nathaniel  Morton,  Secretary." 

Fmnccs,  wifo  of  Walter,  probably  did  not  lonp^  sui'vivo  him, 
and  **yo  litilo  ne<i;or  ^irlo,  Marin/'  fell  into  the  bands  of  bin  sou 
Jobn,  wbo  died  bef(n*o  tlio  birth  of  his  son,  John  2iid,  April 
28,  1G87.  Debomb,  widow  of  John,  and  mbninistnitrix  of  his 
estate,  disposed  of  Maria  as  follows  : 

**  To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  this  psent  writeing  shall  come  I  Deborah  Briggs 
of  Scittuate  in  ye  County  of  New  Plimouth  in  New  England  &c.  and  administratrix  to  my 
late  husband's  estate :  send  Greeting :  Whereas  ye  within  named  Maria  a  negro  girl  u 
servant  to  mo  for  tcrme  of  life  by  virtue  of  my  l)eiiig  administratrix  to  my  sayd  late 
IiuslMinds  esteato  ik  as  dotli  appear  by  tliis  within  written  bill  of  sale.  Now  know  ye  I  ya 
sayil  Deborah  Briggs  for  aivers  good  causes  fc  cunsidcrations  me  especially  move- 
ing  have  given  granted  assigned  St  set  over  &  bv  those  psonts  do  Ailly  Si  absolutely 
give  grant  assign  &  set  over  unto  Cornelius  Briggs  of  Barnstable  in  y*  County  of 
Barnstable  in  New  England  all  such  right,  title,  duty,  term  of  servitude  to  come 
daime  intrest  service  and  demands  whatsoever  which  I  ye  said  Deborah  Briggs  have 
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of,  in  or  to.  yc  savd  within  named  Maria  yo  negro  mv  sayd  sctvant  [toffothcr  with  a 
iittlo  boy  (named  Williniii)  liorno  ol  yo  8aid  Maria's  body  since  yo  wiUiin  written]  or 
which  I  might  or  ought  to  have  of  k  in  them  l)y  force  and  yertne  of  ye  within  written 
bill  of  sale.  In  witness  whereof  I  lin^^e  herennto  set  my  hand  /k  senle  this  twenty  foarth 
day  of  January  one  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  &  eight  or  eiglity  nine. 

(Sipted.) 
Slgnd,  sealed  &  delirered  DEBORAH  BRIOOS.    [Seal.]  /.      ^.^     , 

in  Te  psenco  of  us  wittnesses  jf)!  ^JcAtk^^ 

John . 

Anthony  Collamer.  ^^ 

SamuellClay."  Sf  1/  l> 

Capt..    Coniolius    Briggn,   Avlio   Avas   son    of    Walter,   died 
1693-94.      His   brother,   James,    settled   lus   estiito   and   his     jA*4^wvAd  ^ 
interesting  will    dated  April    21,    1(593,    provided    tliat    Ids     \  i, 

**negi-o  seiTant   woman   named  *Mauria' shall    13   years  after     J^''*'^-*^* 
date  1)0  set  free  and  at  liberty  to   be   at   her  own   (lisposing.**  ^*  ^ 

She  was  sold  under  these  conditions  as  appears  by  the  follow-  fk/^^r^^  "'^ 

'"^' '"'' ''  (W^  6 

**  Know  all  Mrn  bt  rnnsii  PBBaBirrs  that  I,  Lieut.  James  Brim,  executor  to  the  M^J  ^^ 
last  will  and  testament  of  my  brother  Capt.  Cornelius  Briggs  late  deceased  have  bar-  fZsMiCt 
gained  and  sold  unto  Stephen  Otis  of  Scituate  a  negro  woman  called  Morigh,  to  senre  '  / 

tlie  said  Otis  or  his  licirs  or  assigns  from  the  date  of  these  presents  until  eleven  years  ^^  t  ml 
shall  1)0  fully  ended  and  completed  which  eleven  years  begins  the  22  day  of  April  next  /\^  V  fiy^* 
insuing  the  dale  of  Uiese  presents  at  the  end  of  which  term  of  time  the  negro  woman 
is  to  1k)  free  and  at  her  own  di8]>osel  as  doth  appear  more  at  large  by  my  brother's  last 
will  and  testament;  and  1  do  covenant  to  and  with  the  said  OUs  that  at  the  time  of  the 
above  bargained  presents  that  I  have  full  power  to  sell  the  said  negro  woman  for  the 
term  of  the  years  above  mentioned.  I  said  Briggs  do  acknowledge  that  I  have  received 
In  hand  of  the  said  Otis  eleven  pounds  silver  money  for  the  said  negro  woman.  In 
witness  whereof  1  liave  lierounto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  6th.  day  of  February  1004. 

Witness. 

Job  Otis  JAMES  BUIGGS.    [Seal] 

f, 

CqIijUjILUJS-11.,  son  of  Walter  Briggs  1,  mar.  March  20, 
1677,  Mary,  widow  of  Sainnel  Russell  who  was  killed  in  the 
llehoboth  battle  in  King  Phillip's  AVar,  1(576.  Mary  was  dau. 
of  James  Doughty,  whose  family  removed  to  Connecticut,  and 

?;r.  dau.  of  Ilumplirey  Turner.  Conielius  was  an  ensign  in 
Cing  Miillip's  War.  Thoy  had  children  :  7.  Joseph,  b.  April 
2!),  1671),  mar.  in  1709,  Mary  Garnitt,  and  left  dau's. :  Mary, 
b.  1711 ;  Hannah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dea.  Joseph  Clapp 
in  1732  ;  and  Judith,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Collier  . 
in  1748.  2.  Corn<?Iius,  b.  Dec.  10,  1680,  mar.  Ruth  Barker 
and  probably  removed  to  Swanzey.     III.  Jabies,  b.  1683.  ^ 

Cajit.  John,  son  of  Waller  I.,  mar.  and  had  sevenvl  children,* 
but  this  bmnch  of  the  family,  Dcano  says,  removed  or  became 
extinct.   The  family  of  Lieut.  James,  son  of  Walter  1.,  can  also 


•  See  Deane's  Hist,  of  Sdtnate. 
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be  found  in  Deane's  History.     As  these  families  are  not  of  the 
sliip-building  branch,  their  genealogy  is  not  inserted  here. 

Joseph  Briggs,  who  mar.  Debomh  ITolbrook,  in  1703,  was 
ancestor  to  the  Scituato  Harbor  shipbuiiders  named  Briggs  and 
their  genealogy  can  be  found  under  the  ciiapter  devoted  to  tbo 
Harbor,  and  in  Deane's  History. 

Hannah,  dau.  of  Walter  I.,  mar.  Samuel  Winslow  of  Cares- 
well,  and  wjis  sister-in-law  of  Miles  Standish,  Jr.  Probably 
upon  the  death  of  Cornelius  one  or  more  of  his  children  passed 
into  the  care  of  his  sister  Hannah  Winslow  of  Boston. 

James  IH.,  son  of  Cornelius  H.,  nmr.,  May  7,  1713,  Eliza- 
beth, dau.  of  Joseph  Garrett,  and  gr.  dau.  of  Lieut.  Isaac 
Buck.  By  her  he  had  1.  dau.  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec.  20,  1715,  d. 
April  29,  1723.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James,  d.  about  the  time 
her  dau.  was  bom,  and  he  mar.  2ndly,  Oct.  4,  1716,  Hannah 
Stowell  (or  Stoclc)  who  d.  May  Ifi,  1792.  By  her  ho  had 
children:  2.  John,  b.  Jan.  1,  1718,  d.  Feb.  28,  1807,  (John 
mar.,  in  1751,  Abigail  Meal,  and  had  children  :  John,  Abigail, 
Anna,  Joshua,  Sabcni,  Itebecca,  Elisha,  a  soldier  in  the  Itev- 
olution,  who  d.  Sept.  21,  1843,  Lydia  and  Deborah,  bom  be- 
tween 1751  and  17G7). 

HI.  James,  Jr.y  the  ship-builder,  b.  Feb.  27,  1719  (see  his 
genealogy  at  the  end  of  tliis  generation).  4.  Seth^Wxo  8hij>- 
builder,  I).  Aug.  28,  1721,  d.  in  IVnibroko,  July  2;;,  1801 . 
^Seth  mar.  in  1745,  Abigail  Church,  and  from  them  desccnided 
tlie  ship-building  family  of  Biiggs  in  IVMuhroko  and  Milton. 
See  continued  chapter  Brick-kiln  Yard).  5.  Job,  b.  Oct.  28, 
1722,  d.  Nov.  9,  1722.  6.  Elisha,  b.  Oct.  26,  1723.  7. 
Hannah,  b.  Nov.  27,  1724.  (It  was  probably  Hannah  who 
mar.  John  Holmes  of  Scituate,  in  17l()).  8.  ll4u*hol,  b.  Dec. 
23,  172(1,  (lisuJiel  wjis  probably  a  dau.  of  James,  and  mar.  in 
1745  Samuel  Curtis). 

b.  Nov.  3,  1728, 
(mar.  1753,  Je- 
rusha  Church  and 
had  children  :  Mary,  Cornelius,  Samuel,  Joseph  and  Charles 
born  between  1753  and  17(58) .  10.  William,  b.  July  23,  1731, 
the  youngest  child  of  James  and  Hannah  d.  Dec.  7,  1815.  Ho 
was  a  shoemaker  and  yeoman,  and  mar.  in  1754,  Elizabeth,  dau. 
of  Joseph  Copeland.  She  wash.  May  G,  1736,  andd.  Aug.,  1828* 
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Tlicy  had  children :  R^whel,  Buth,  William,  Elijahy  the  sliip- 
bniUlor,  Lemuel,  Elizabeth,  John,  Charles,  Cornelius  aud 
llulda,  (who  mar.  Major  Pratt)  bom  between  1754  and  1780, 
and  whose  descendants  are  living  in  Scituate,  Milton  and  Salem. 
Of  the  Salem  branch  Elijah  took  the  shipyard  of  his  cousin 
Enos  in  South  Salem  after  his  death.  For  a  list  of  the  vessels 
he  built  in  Salem  between  1816  and  1829  see  Sketch  of  Salem, 
published  by  Osgood  &  Bachelder,  1879.  Elijah  was  mar.  at 
Snl(Mn,  A\\\f.  fi,  1789,  to  Hannah,  dan.  of  James  and  Pnidenco 
(Proctor)  Ihillington.  She  was  b.  Jan.  30,  17()7,  and  d.  May 
29,  1847.  After  his  marriage  Elijah  purchased  an  estate  in 
Scituate,  where  he  resided  about  seven  years  when  he  removed 
to  Salem,  where  ho  d.  Au^.  24,  1838,  leaving  sons :  James  B. 
and  William,  and  a  dau.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Kidiard  Wheatland. 
For  account  of  his  vessels  see  Historical  Collection  Essex  Insti- 
tute, Vol.  (),  pp.  174,  175. 

Jmnes  III.,  Jr.,  the  shipbuilder,  son  of  James  III.,  mar.,  in 
1745,  Ilannali  Barker.  James  was  in  the  French  War  and 
belonged  to  the  New  England  troops,  led  by  Col.  John  Wins- 
low,  when  they  took  Louisburg  for  the  fii*st  time  in  1744, 
which  was  one  of  the  greatest  acluevements  of  the  French  War. 
James  Briggs  also  had  charge  of  a  watch  box  on  the  3rd  Cliff, 
in  1775,  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was  he  who  built 
the  famous  ship  "Columbia."     A  further  account  of  him  is 

{riven  later  in  this  chapter.  He  d.  May  29,  1804.  Hannah, 
lis  wife,  d.  May  1(5,  1792.  They  had  children:  i.  Han- 
nah, b.  Dec.  31,  1746.  2.  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  3,  1748 ;  probably 
d.   young.      3.  Lucy,  b.  April  15,  1751 ;  probably  d.  young. 

4.    James,  b.  March  14,  1753,  mar.  Debomh .     Hed. 

Oct.  12,  1792,  aged  40  years.  She  d.  Aug.  10,  1782,  aged  21 
years.  6.  Sarah  and  ff,  Lucy,  twins,  b.  July  7,  1755,  neither 
of  whom  ever  innrriod.  Lucy  d.  in  March,  1832.  VII. 
Thomas  JJarkei'f  the  shipbuilder,  b.  July  13,  1757,  was  the 
y6un«rest  child  of  James  III.,  Jr.,  and  Hannah.  He  mar.  Oct. 
10,  1784,  Lucy,  dau.  of  James  Otis,  M.D.,  and  sister  of  the 
Hon.  Cushing  Otis,  M.D.*  Thomas  Barker  Briggs  d.  Oct.  26, 
1806;  Lucy,  his  wife  d.  in  Dec,  1832.  They  had  children: 
7.  Thonijis,  b.  Juno  20,  1785;  d.  Aug.  2!),  1861,  unmarried. 
jr.  Cushing  Oa%  the  shipbuilder,  b.  Feb.  25,  1787.  ///. 
JJenvf/y  the  shipbuilder,  b.   Mau    11,  1789.     4.   Charles,  b. 


*  See  cbapter  on  Chittenden  Yard. 
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Oct.  12,  1791.     5.  Deborah,  b.  Nov.  16,  1801 ;  d.  Dec.  26, 
1875,  unmarried. 

Oushing  Otis  11.,  son  of  Thomas  Barker  VII.,  mar.  in  Jan., 
1813,  Mercy  Little,  dau.  of  *IchabDd  Thomas  of  Pembroke. 
She  wjisb.  Sept.  25,  17J)1.  Cusliin^;  O.  d.  in  Hmintroe,  Mjiss., 
Mar.  10,  18()l,agcd  7  I  yearn.  Morcy,  his  Avifo,  <l.  Aug.  IG, 
1862,  aged  70  yre.  11  mos.     They  had  eight  children  : 

1.  Charles  Oushing,  b.  Oct.  8,  1813;  d.  Apr.  11,  1843, 
aged  29  yrs.,  unmamed. 

2.  WittiamT/iMnas,  b.  Doc.  1.  1815,  mar.,  1st,  in  Scitnate, 
Oct.  20,  1846,  Harriet  Swan  Dana  of  Woodstock,  Vt.  She 
d.  in  North  Andovcr,  Marcli  7,  1849,  aged  30  years.  By  her 
he  had  child,  i.,  Harriet  Swan.  b.  Mar.  7,  1849 ;  d.  Sept.  29, 
1849.  He  mar.,  2ndly,  Nov.  10,  1852,  Abby  Leamerd  Davis, 
of  Oxford,  Mass.,  and  by  her  he  had  children:  2.  Abby 
Davis,  1).  Dec.  8,  1853,  in  North  Andover;  d.  Dec.  19,  1853. 
3.  William  HarriHon,  b.  March  10,  1855,  in  Noiih  Andovcr, 
mar.,  in  1885,  Vivia  Rowley,  of  Montezuma,  Iowa.  4.  Helen 
Leroy,  b.  Sept.  15,  1858,  in  Princeton,  mar.,  Sept.  22,  1885, 
Rev.  Carleton  P.  Mills,  of  Williamstown,  Mass.,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Margaret,  b.  Aug.  31,  1886,  and  Dorothy,  b. 
Aug.  23,  1888.  5.  Anna  Isabella,  b.  Sept.  27,  1861,  in  Prince- 
on,  d.  July  17,  1866,  in  East  Douglas. 

3.  Hannah  Barker,  b.  elune  13,  1819, mar.  in  Boston,. Tune 
12,  1841),  Fnmcia  James,  formerly  of  Scitujite.  Tlicy  luivo 
children  :  1,  Ennna  Frances,  b.  Juno  2,  1850,  mar.  Fob.  27, 
1873,  .].  Piiyson  Bradley,  of  So.  Boston,  fonuerly  of  Molhuon, 
and  they  have  had  three  children  :  Francis  Edwin,  b.  Nov.  21, 
1873;  Fannie  Josephine,  b.  March  1,  1877;  Marion,  b.  June 
12,  1886;  d.  Aug.  27,  1888.  2.  Edwin  Irving,  b.  Feb.  5, 
1854,  mar.  Feb.  26,  1883,  Minnie  II.  Pierce,  of  So.  Boston, 
by  whom  he  has  had  three  children  :  Florence,  b.  Feb.  23, 
1884,  d.  Aug.  11,  1884.  Edwina,  b.  Sept.  6,  1885,  and  Nel- 
son Pierce,  b.  Nov.  30, 1888.  d\  Charles  Thomas,  b.  Aug.  21, 
1856.     4.  Arthur  Holmes,  b.  Oct.  7,  1858. 

4.  James  Edwin,  b.  May  8,  1821,  mar.  Jan.  6,  1847,  Har- 
riette  Kichmond,  dau.  of  Jotham  Stetson  of  Medford.  She 
was  b.  May  14,  1825,  and  d.  Oct.  10,  1879.     He  d.  June  24» 


•  See  chapter  on  Brick-kiln  Yard. 
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1880.  They  had  children:  1.  Fmuk  Stetson,  b.  Feb.  21, 
1848;  d.  Nov.  21,  1859.  2.  Edwin  Richmond,  b.  Sept.  8, 
18G0  ;  d.  Sept.  24,  i860.  •?,  by  adoption,  Lilian  Frederica, 
b.  Nov.  11,1861. 

5.  Harrison  Otis,  b.  Jan.  30,  1824,  mar.  Oct.  14,  1847, 
Hannah  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Alpheus  Stetson  of  So.  Boston.  She 
was  b.  Nov.  17,  1828,  and  d.  Nov.  27,  1881.     He  d.  Dec.  6, 

1881.  They  had  children  :   1.  Ella  Stetson,  1>.  Dec.  21,  1849, 
mar.   Feb.   9,  1871,  (Jeorfre  Andrew  Thayer,  of  lloston,  and 
tliey  iiave  had  two  children:  Ehiina,  b.   March  3,  1872,  and 
Florence  Brij^gs,  b.  Dec.  31,  1873.     2.  Lizzie  Florence,  I). 
Sept.  1,  1853,  mar.  June  8,  1880,  Andrew  Gcrrish  Webster,  ^^ 
of  Boston,  and  they  have  had  two  children  :  Harrison  Briggs,        ^^ 
b.  Jan.  26,  1884,  and  David  Locke,^nd,  b.  Nov.  6,  1888.    ^^^^     , 
3.  Fmnk  Harrison,  b.  Feb.  26,  1860.     4.  Harrison  Otis,  Jr.,       Pf-^  ^' 
b.  July  26,  1871,  d.  Nov.  26,  1872. 


-IvV-. 


6.  Mauy  Thomas,  b.  April  11,  1828,  mar.  April  14,  1852, 
James  T.  Tolman  of  Scituate.  They  have  had  children : 
1,  Morgianna,  b.  April  4,  1856.  2.  Herbert  Gushing,  b. 
Nov.  4,  1865. 

7.  Lloyd,  b.  April  8,  1830,  mar.  Nov.  15,  1858,  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Elms  Kent,*  dau.  of  Noah  B.  Kent  of  So.  ]3oston. 
She  wa.s  b.  in  Sciluate,  Sept.  22,  1834.  They  have  had  cliil- 
dren :  1,  Ilarriette  Stetson,  b.  Jan.  29,  1860;  d.  June  23, 
1879.  2.  Velma,  b.  Oct.  20,  1861.  3.  Lloyd  Vernon,  b. 
Aug.  13, 1863. 

8.  Franklin,  b.  Jan.  9,  1833. 

Henry  HI.,  son  of  Thomas  Barker  VTI.,  mar.  Betsey  Rug- 
gles;  she  wjis  b.  in  1794,  and  d.  in  Dec,  1833.  He  d.  in 
Dec,  1837.     They  had  children  : 

1.  Caroline  Otis,  b.  Aug.  23.  1813;  d.  Dec.  29,  1888. 
She  mar..  May  9,  1837,  Elijah  Barstow,!  of  Hanover,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children :  1.  Henry  Briggs,  b.  Nov.  23, 
1838,  mar.,  1st,  June  21,  1864,  Susan  W.  Atwood,  who  was 
b.  Oct.  18,  1838,  and  d.  April  2,  1867.  He  mar.,  2ndly,  Nov. 
24,  1870,  Kmily  Morse,  who  was  b.  Feb.  6,  1839.      ]^y  her  he 


r. 


*  See  Kent  Genealogy  in  chapter  on  Sdtoate  Harbor, 
t  See  Barttow  Yard. 


296  BRIGGS  GENEALOGY. 

has  had  four  children  :  Alhert  Henry,  b.  Sept.  6, 1871 ;  d.  Sept. 
22,  1873 ;  Alton  Morrison,  b.  Jan.  4,  1874;  Elmer  Williams, 
b.  Oct.  9,  1876 ;  Caroline  Otis,  b.  Oct.  18,  1878.  2.  Albert, 
b.  July  8,  1840 ;  d.  April  7,  1863. 

2.  Geouge  II.,  b.  Sept.  10,  1815,  d.  March  11,  1881;  he 
mar.  in  Nov.  1840,  Nancy  L.  Stockbridgc,  by  whom  ho  Imd 
six  children,  i.  Nancy  Maria,  b.  Nov.  22,  1841,  mar.  Juno 
17,  1868,  Joseph  F.  Tm*ner  and  they  have  one  child,  Julia 
Maria,  b.  Oct.  31,  1869.  2.  Caroline  Louise,  b.  Feb.  2, 1844, 
d.  April  22,  1849.  5.  Henry  Joseph,  b.  Aug.  1,  1846,  d. 
April  25,  1849.  4.  George  Hei-man,  b.  Oct.  8,  1848,  mar. 
May  23,  1871,  Ada  A.  Brown,  and  thoy  have  six  childi-cn : 
Henry  Joseph,  b.  Sept.  13,  1874;  Arthur  Newton,  b.  March 
10,  1876 ;  Evei-ett  Lewis,  b.  May  28,  1877  ;  Georgie  Heiman, 
b.  June,  3,  1879 ;  Alice  Lee,  b.  Dec.  18,  1880 ;  Harlem  Page, 
b.  Jan.  10,  1883.  5.  Caroline  Elizabeth,  b.  March  3,  1856, 
mar.  Oct.  5,  1881,  George  H.  Turner,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Can'ie  Louisa,  b.  Oct.  8,  1883.  6.  Sarah  Frances,  b.  Aug. 
22,  1858. 

3.  Maky,  b.  Oct.  25,  1817,  d.  May  30,  1880,  unmarried. 

4.  Elizauetii  R.,  b.  April  25,  1820,  d.  Mai-ch  11, 1863. 

5.  Deborah  Clapp,  b.  April  6,  1823,  mar.  May  23,  1842, 
Israel  Nash  of  Boston ;  later  tliey  removed  to  Wellcsley 
Hills,  Mass.  They  had  seven  children,  i.  Franklin,  b.  Feb. 
7,  1843,  mar.  Dec.  25,  1873,  Eunice  Ford,  by  whom  he  luis 
had  six  children:  John  Franklin,  b.  July  17,  1875;  Knmia 
Louisa,  1).  Dec.  G,  1876 ;  Albeil  Edward,  b.  Nov.  4,  1879  ; 
Flora,  b.  Dec.  28,  1880;  Alice  Cushing,  h.  Feb.  3,  1884; 
Deborah  Briggs,  b.  March  14,  1886.  2,  Helen  Louisa,  b. 
Sept.  9,  1844,  d.  Dec.  2,  1863.  3,  Emma  Isabel,  b.  Jan.  1, 
1847,  mar.  Sept.  23,  1868,  William  H.  Towne,  by  whom  she 
had  two  children:  Helen  Louise,  b.  Sopt.  1,  1861),  and  Lucy 
Nash,  I).  May  2(5,  1877.  4.  Ihnbcrt,  h.  Dec.  12,  1S48,  mar. 
June  5,  1871),  Mary  C,  dau.  ofWui.  11.  Ualdwin,  by  whom  bo 
has  had  four  children :  Miriam  Baldwin,  b.  Oct  22,  1880  ; 
Herbert,  b.  Dec.  2,  1882;  Chauncy  Cushing,  b.  Oct.  17,1884; 
Elizabeth  Flint,  b.  Oct.  3,  188G.  5.  Lucy  Cushing,  b.  May 
31, 1855,  mar.  Feb.  15, 1883,  Frank  F.,  son  of  Wm.  H.  Baldwin, 
by  whom  she  has  had  three  children  :  lioger  Nash,  b.  Jan.  21, 
1884;  Margaret   Nash,  b.  Aug.   3,  1885;  Ruth,  b.  Dec.  31, 

1887.  6.  diaries  Edward,  b.  Jan.  10,  1851),  d.  March  3, 
1859.     7.  Aithur  Irving,  b.  Feb.  5,  18()4,  mar.   March  14, 

1888,  Mary  A.  Batchclor  of  Wellcsley  Hills. 
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6.  Thobias  Wales,  b,  March  23,  1825. 

7.  JoiiN  lluoGLES,  b.  Oct.  14,  1827,  d.  Sept.  17, 1888.  He 
inar.  Juno  3,  1858,  Sarah  C.  Shattuck  of  Maine,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  23,  1863. 

8.  Lucy  Turnek,  b.  Jan.  23,  1830,  d.  April  14, 1862.  She 
mar.  May  31,  1841),  Nath.  C.  Nasii,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  Nath.  C,  who  was  b.  April  4,  1862,  and  mar.  June  26, 
1884,  Nellie  MonrcM*.  Fcssendcn.  He  is  a  <i;nuluatc  of  Harvard 
University  and  resides  in  Cambridge.  Tlicy  have  one  child, 
Nath.  C,  b.  June  19,  1885. 

9.  Sarah,  b.  Jan.  5,  1832,  d.  April  23,  1863.  She  mar. 
March  15,  1854,  Andrew  Clark  and  had  two  children,  George 
Edward,  b.  Aug.  9,  1859,  d.  April  28, 1868,  and  Lucy  Briggs, 
b.  Sept.  22,  1862,  mar.  June  2,  1889,  Edward  E.  Ells. 

C11AULK8  IV.,  son  of  Thomas  Itarker  VH.,  mar.  llhoda  lieed, 
by  whom  he  had  a  large  family  of  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
now  living.  1.  Charles  Otis,  who  now  resides  in  Vallejo,  Cal., 
where  he  is  employed  in  the  ship-yards  there  and  on  the  Mare 
Island  navy  yard,  being  the  last  sliii)-caq>enter  of  the  Briggs 
family.  His  dau.  Kate  mar.  Geo.  W.  Spencer  of  San  Francisco. 
2.  Maiy  Jane,  mar.  William  Spear,  and  resides  in  Lynn.     3. 

Enicline,   mar. LeCro,   and  resides  in  Danvew.     4. 

Horace  Cushing,  who  has  been  twice  mar.  and  resides  in  Lynn. 
6.  Cliarlott-e  mar.  Henry  Prentiss  and  resides  in  Danvera.     6. 

Almira,   mar. Millett,   and   resides   in    Danvers.       7. 

Alfred,  resides  in  Danvei's.  8>  Henry  Thomas,  mar.  and  has 
a  family.  9.  Lucy  Ann,  who  mar.  Nichols  Lincoln,  and  d. 
leaving  two  children  :  Emma  S.  and  George  H. 

Jame^*^  BrifjgSy  b.  1719,  probably  the  first  ship-builder  of  this 
fann'ly,  is  remembered  by  Hon.  Samuel  Adams  Turner,  who  is 
now  living  at  Nor  well  in  his  98th  year.  He  describes  him  as 
an  lionest  upright  man  and  a  good  citizen  of  the  town.  He 
says  he  was  noted  for  being  very  courageous  and  when  the  call 
was  made  for  men  to  enter  the  Continentid  anny  he  was  among 
the  first  to  volunteer.  It  was  next  to  injpossible  to  buy  a  gun 
at  thin  time.  E:ich  citizen  furnished  his  outfit  at  his  own 
expense.  Jnnies  Hri<r«^s  ii:ul  no  gun  but  he  went  olf  with  the 
others  who  answered  the  call,  having  only  a  slick  of  woo<l  over 
his  shoulder  to  drill  with.  When  Jisked  what  he  wjw  going  to 
do    with  the   stick,  he   replied  **  I  am  going  to  knock  down 
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tlio  fii-Ht  British  soMior  I  see  and  tiiko  his  gun."  He 
came  home  with  a  giin.  He  was  noted  for  being  the  most 
expert  swimmer  of  his  time  in  Scitunt«.  It  is  related  that 
oiico  wlien  n  pai-ty  of  men  were  ]>iokci'cl  fiitliing  and  spear- 
ing eels  through  the  ico  on  Noiih  Itiver,  J:imcs  Brigfru  fell 
through  ono  of  the  holes.  Instead  of  li<;htiii<r  uiHler  tlio  ico 
agiuust  tlie  current  t^  got  out  of  the  same  hole,  lie  Btmek  out 
for  one  about  four  rods  further  down  the  river  and  to  the  sur- 
prise of  all  came  out  safely.  During  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  followed  the  tnidc  of  a  comb-maker,  making  the  comlis 
&om  cattle's  horns,  which  he  sawed  into  shape,  then  put 
between  two  pieces  of  hoanl,  and  under  a  heavy  weight,  until 
they  were  straight.  The  fii-at  American  vessel  that  ever  circum- 
navigated tlio  glolw  was  built  by  James  liriggs  at  Ilobart's 
Landing  in  1773.  This  was  the  ship  "COLUMBIA,"  which 
also  explored  the  Columbia  River  in  Or^on,  which  was  named 
after  the  vessel.  She  was  the  first  vessel  from  this  country 
to  visit  the  norihwcst  coaiit.  In  1787,  which  year  she  was 
registere<l  at  Boston,  u  silver  metlal,  size  27,  was  struck  olT  by 
her  owners  at  Boston.  The  engraving  below  correctly  represents 
one  of  tlie  original  medals. 


In  the  Boston  Mnseum  of  Fine  Arts  is  a  wonderful  feather 
cloak,  which  was  lirouglit  frou)  the  lliisviiiiiiu  IshnidH  by  tho 
"  Columbia,"  during  one  of  her  first  voyngos.  It  fell  to  lienja- 
min  Joy,  a  part  owner,  as  his  share  of  the  venture.  lie  haa 
descendunta  in  Groton,  Mass.  There  are  hut  three  or  four  of 
these  cloaks  now  iiiexistftnce,and  their  value  is  enormous.  The 
feathers,  which  are  less  than  an  inch  long  are  taken  from  tiie 
under  part  of  the  wing  of  tho  Oo,  a  bird  ftnind  only  on  lliiwuii. 
They  are  sometimes  called  Mamo  feathers  an<l  are  now  worth 
more  than  $1.00  apiece,  only  two  or  four  being  fDund  on  each 
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bird.  A  small  lei,  or  necklace,  is  valued  at  $500.  That  every 
resident  of  Scituate  may  become  familiar  wi^h  the  history  of 
one  of  the  most  famous  American  ships  ever  built,  and  which 
Srilualc  men  had  the  honor  of  building,  the  uulhor  h:i8  culled 
from  Grccnhow's  History  of  California  and  Oregon,  published 
many  yeai*s  ago,  and  other  Iiooks  bearing  on  this  subject  a  most 
complete  history  of  the  "Columbia."  Tradition  says  the 
"  Washington  "  was  built  at  North  River ;  but  there  have  been 
no  records  found  to  prove  at  what  yard  or  place  <?ho  was  built. 
Charles  T.  Torroy,  in  his  book  entilled  "Home  or  the  Pilgrims* 
Faith  Itiwivcd,"*  wrik»s,  as  follows :  "P\)r  more  than  iilleea 
miles,  our  southern  border  rests  on  the  winding  banks  of  a  river 
famed  for  its  excellent  fisheries  and  still  more  for  its  ship-build- 
ing. Here  our  carpenters  launched  the  first  American  vessel 
that  ever  doubled  the  stonny  Cape  Horn  and  coasted  the  western 
shores  of  our  continent.  She  was  manned,  in  part,  tradition 
says  by  our  townspeople." 

After  the  recognition  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  the  citizens  resumed  the  whale  and  seal  fisheries  around 
Cape  Horn,  which  they  had  carried  on  before  the  Revolution, 
and  also  engaged  in  direct  trade  with  India  and  China ;  in  the 
latter  countries,  however,  they  labored  under  great  disad- 
vantages from  the  inferiority  in  the  value  of  the  ailicles  car- 
ried out  in  exchange  for  those  brought  back  by  them.  .  Conse- 
quently they  were  obliged  to  take  out  large  quantities  of  specie 
to  buy  goods  in  order  to  obUiiii  full  houjeward  cjirgoes.  With 
a  view  of  obviating  this  inequality,  some  merchants  of  Boston, 
in  1787,  formed  an  association  for  the  purpose  of  combining 
the  fur  tnule  of  the  North  Pacific  with  the  China  trade,  as 
attempted  by  King  George's  Sound  Company  of  London.  In 
l)roseeulion  of  Ihis  scheme  the  ship  "COLUMBIA,"  of  220 
tons,  and  the  sloop  "  Wasiiinciton,"  of  90  tons,  Hometimos 
referred  to  as  the  ^^  Lady  Washington^^  were  fitted  out  at 
Boston,  in  the  summer  of  1787,  and  laden  with  blankets, 
knives,  iron  bars,  copper  pans  and  other  articles  proper  for 
the  trade  with  the  Indians  on  the  Northwest  coast.  The 
"Columbia"  was  commanded  by  John  Kendrick,  to  whom  was 
intrusted  the  direction  of  the  expedition,  with  Joseph  Ingni- 
ham  as  first  mate.  The  msister  of  the  "  Washington "  was 
Ilobert  Gray.     They  were  provided  with  sea-letters,  pass-ports 


*  See  Chapter,  MIsoellAneoiu  Tardi ,  Scituate. 
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from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  they  received  letters  from 
the  Spanish  Mimster  Plenipotentiary  in  the  United  Stiites, 
recommending  them  to  the  attention  of  the  authorities  of  his 
nation  on  the  racific  coast.  Moreover,  they  carried  out  for 
distribution  among  the  natives  a  numl>er  of  small  copper  coiiiSy 
then  recently  issued  by  the  State  of  MasHachusetts,  and  like- 
wise medals  of  copper  struck  expressly  for  the  puipose.  The 
vessels  sailed  together  from  Boston  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1787.  They  proceeded  to  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  and 
thence  to  Falkland  Islands,  in  each  of  which  places  they  pro- 
cured refreshments,  and  in  Jan.,  1788,  they  doubled  Cape 
Hom,  immediately  after  which  they  were  separated  during  a 
violent  gale.  The  '* Washington,"  continuing  her  coui*se  through 
the  Pacific,  made  the  Northwest  coast  in  Aug.,  1788,  near  the 
46th  degree  of  latitude  where  she  was  in  danger  of  destruction, 
having  grounded  while  attempting  to  enter  an  opening  which 
was  most  probably  the  mouth  of  the  river  afterwards  named 
by  Gray,  the  "Columbia."  She  was  also  attacked  there  by  the 
savages,  who  killed  one  of  her  men  and  wounded  the  mate,  but 
she  escaped  wi^Jiout  further  injury,  and,  on  the  17th  of  Sep- 
tember, reached  Nootka  Sound  where  the  foreign  vessels 
*' Felice"  and  " Iphigenia  "  were  lying.  Meares,  in  his  Jour- 
nal, writes,  on  Sept.  17,  1788:  ''A  sail  was  seen  in  offing. 
A  long-boat  was  immediately  sent  to  her  assistance,  which, 
instead  of  the  British  vessel  we  expected,  conveyed  into  the 
sound  a  Sloop  named  the  *  Washington/ from  Boston  in  Now 
England,  of  about  100  tons  burthen.  Mr.  Gray,  the  master, 
informed  us  that  he  had  sailed  in  company  with  his  consort,  the 
'Colnmbia/  a  ship  of  300  tons,  in  the  month  of  Aii«i;iisl, 
1787,  being  equipped  under  the  patronage  of  Congress  to 
examine  the  coast  of  America  and  open  up  a  fur  trade  between 
New  England  and  here,  and  provide  funds  for  their  China 
sliips.  That  ho  expected  the  'Columbia'  if  she  was  safe  every 
day  to  join  her  at  Nootka."  The  "Columbia"  did  not  enter  the 
Sound  until  some  days  afterward;  she  had  bec^n  seriously 
injured  in  tlie  storm  which  sei)arate(l  luu*  iVoni  hvr  consort  and 
Kendrick  was  obliged  in  consequence,  in  May,  1788,  to  put 
into  the  harbor  of  the  Island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  where  he  was 
received  with  great  kindness  and  aided  in  refitting  his  vessel 
by  Don  Bias  Gonzales,  the  Commandant  of  the  Spanish  garri- 
son. Kepairs  having  been  completed,  the ''Columbia," continued 
her  voyage  and  arrived,  without  further  accident,  at  Nootka 
.Sound,  which  had  been  selected  as  the  place  of  rendezvous,  in 


SHIP   '^COLUMBIA'*  ON   THE  N.    W.    COAST.  301 

October.  After  her  departure  from  the  Island  of  Juan  Fer- 
nandez the  Commandant  connnunicatcd  the  circumstances  of 
lior  puUintif  in  tlicro  and  roli(tin<i;  Uy  a  despatch  to  his  inuno- 
dinto  suiKM'lor,  the  Captnhi  CJeneral  of  Chili,  wlio  thereui)on 
recalled  Gonzales  from  the  island,  and  placed  him  in  arrest, 
addressing  at  the  same  time  a  repoit  on  the  subject  with  a 
request  for  in«tnictions  to  the  Viceroy  of  Peru.  The  Viceroy, 
after  consulting  with  his  official  and  legal  adviser,  replied  to 
the  Captsiin  GcnernI  at  length  on  the  subject,  nnd  expressed  his 
surprise  and  displeasure  at  the  misconduct  o(  the  Connnandaut 
of  Juan  Fernandez  in  allowing  the  strange  ship  to  leave  the 
harbor  instead  of  seizing  her  and  her  crew,  as  he  should  have 
known  that,  by  the  Royal  Ordinance  of  November,  1692, 
every  foreign  vessel  found  in  those  seas  without  a  license  from 
the  Couiii  of  Spain  was  to  bo  tried  as  an  enemy,  even  though 
belonging  to  a  friend  or  ally  of  the  King,  bewuiso  no  other 
nation  had,  or  ought  to  have,  in  those  seas  any  territories 
making  it  necessary  for  its  vessels  to  pjvss  around  Capo  Horn 
or  through  Magellan's  Strait.  In  so  serious  a  light  did  the 
Viceroy  regard  the  matter  that  a  ship  was  sent  from  Callao  to 
tnick  or  intercept  the  "Columbia.''  The  authorities  on  the  coast 
of  Peru  and  Chili  were  specially  enjoined  to  be  vigilant  and  in 
case  any  foreign  vessel  should  appear  in  the  vicinity  to  seize 
her ;  and  the  whole  aflair  wns  mtulo  known  by  a  despat<;li  to 
the  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  in  order  that  similar  precautions  might 
bo  adopted  on  his  part.  The  unfortunate  Commandant  Gon- 
zales was  ciushiered  for  his  remissness,  and  he  subsequently 
addressed  a  petition  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
for  its  intercession  with  his  Sovereign.  Thus  were  half  of  the 
Spanish  dominions  in  America  thrown  into  alarm  and  agitation 
by  the  appearance  of  a  trading  ship  from  the  United  States  on 
the  Pacific.  The  "Columbia"  and  "Washington"  spent  the 
winter  in  Nootka  Scmnd  where  the  "Columbia"  also  lay  during 
the  following  summer.  On  the  28th  of  April,  1789,  the  ves- 
sel "North  West  America"  left  Nootka  Sound  for  a  short 
tniding  trip  along  the  coast.  The  "Washington"  about 
the  same  time  departed  on  a  similar  expedition.  The  "Iphige- 
nia,"  lying  at  Friendly  Cove,  and  the  "  Columbia,"  at  Maw- 
hinna,  were  the  only  vessels  in  Nootka  Sound,  on  the  6th  of 
Mny,  when  the  S()anisli  Connnander  Martinez  arrived  there  in 
the  corvette  "Princesa"  to  t:ike  jiossession  of  the  country  for 
his  sovereign.  Martinez  immediately  communicated  his  inten- 
tions to  the   other  vessels  and  examined  their  papers;    he 
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apparently  met  with  no  opposition,  and  there  was  good  feeling 
l^etween  all,  Martinez  supplying  them  with  articles  they  were 
in  need  of,  and  accepting  bills  drawn  upon  the  owners  of  the 
vessels  in  payment.  At  the  end  of  a  week  another  Spanish 
vessel,  the  "San  Carlos,**  an-ived,  and,  on  May  15th,  the 
following  day,  Martinez  invited  Viana,  the  Captain,  and  Doug- 
las, the  supercargo  of  the  **Iphigenia**  to  come  on  l>oard  ms 
ship,  when  he  told  them  they  were  prisoners,  and  their  vessel 
was  to  be  seized.  "I  enquired,'*  says  Douglas  in  his  Joumaly 
•'the  cause  of  his  not  taking  the  'Washington*  sloop,  as  he 
had  ordera  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  take  every  vessel  he  met 
on  the  coast.  lie  gave  mo  no  satisfactory  answer,  but  told  nie 
my  papei*s  were  bad  ;  that  they  mentioned  I  was  to  take  all  Eng- 
lish, Russian  and  Spanish  vessels  that  were  inferior  force  to  mine, 
and  send  their  crews  to  Macao,  there  to  be  tried  for  their  lives 
as  pirates.**  While  they  were  removing  the  charts,  papers  and 
instruments  to  the  ships  of  war,  and  preparations  were  being 
begun  for  sending  her  as  a  prize  to  San  Bhts,  Mai^tinoz  altered 
liis  intention  and  proposed  to  release  the  "Iphigonia**  and  her 
crew  on  conditions  that  her  officers  would  sisijn  a  declaration  to 
the  effect  that  she  had  been  kindly  treated  and  not  interrupted 
during  her  stay  at  Nootka.  This  being  refused,  other  arrange- 
ments were  afterwards  made,  in  consequence  of  Avhicli  a  declara- 
tion was  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  "Iphigonia"  and  her  crew 
were  liberated  on  the  26th  of  May.  Gray,  Captain  of  the 
"Washington,"  and  Ingraham,  mate  of  the  "Columbia,**  wei'e 
both  at  Nootka  during  the  occurrences  of  these  affiurs.  The 
"Argonaut"  was  seized,  also  the  sloop  "Princess  Royal** 
and  the  scli.  "North  West  Aniorini,"  whose  ollieers  and 
crew  with  some  of  those  of  the  "Argonaut"  and  "Princess 
Royal"  were  placed  on  board  the  "Columbia"  to  be  carried  as 
passengers  to  China,  100  sea-otter  skins  found  in  the  "  Princess 
Royal,"  being  allowed  in  payment  of  their  wages  and  transpor- 
tation. The  "  Columbia"  had  remained  in  the  Sound  ever  since 
hor  first  arrival  there  in  Oct.,  1788,  wliih^  the  "  Washinglcni " 
was  engaged  in  trading  along  the  coast  north  and  south.  The 
officers  of  these  vessels  were  thus  witnesses  of  nearly  all  the 
occun-ences  at  Nootka  during  the  summer  of  1789.  That 
Gray  and  Kendrick  profited  by  the  quarrels  between  the  two 
parties  is  prol)able,  but  no  evidence  has  been  adduced  that  they 
on  any  occasion  took  unfair  advantage  of  either,  though  it  is 
also  probable  that  then-  feelings  were  rather  in  favor  of  the 
Spaniards,  by  whom  they  were  treated  with  courtesy  and  kind- 
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ncRB,  while  the  British  were  at  that  time  objects  of  hati*ed  and 
ridicule.  Capt.  Kendrick  ofton  acted  as  mediator  iKstween  the 
Spanish  and  other  ships  at  Nootka,  and  it  was  through  his 
influence  that  an  amicable  settlement  was  reached  between 
Martinez  and  the  officers  of  the  ''  Iphigenia.**  While  trading,  in 
June,  1789,  Gniy  in  the  **  Washington  "  explored  the  whole  east 
coast  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Island  which  had  never  before  been 
visited  by  the  people  of  any  civilized  nation.  He  called  it  Wash- 
ington Island.  In  a  subsequent  excursion  in  Nootka  Sound 
Gniy  entered  an  opening  between  the  48tli  and  4!Hh  pamllels, 
which  had  been  found  by  Berkeley  in  1787,  and  wjis  supposed 
to  be  the  mouth  of  the  strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca.  Through  this 
opening  Gray  sailed,  as  he  informed  Vancouver  in  1792,  fifty 
miles  in  an  east-south-east  direction  and  found  the  passage  five 
leagues  wide.  Gray  then  returned  to  the  Pacific,  and  on  his 
way  (^>  Noolka  Sound  ho  met  the  '* Columbia"  which  had  just 
left  the  sound  with  officers  and  crew  of  the  ''North  West 
America"  on  board  as  passengers  for  China.  It  was  best 
agreed  between  the  two  Captains  that  Kendrick  should  take 
connnand  of  the  sloop  and  remain  on  the  coast  while  Gray  in 
the  "Columbia"  should  carry  to  Canton  all  the  furs  which  had 
been  collected  by  both  vessels.  This  was  accordingly  done 
and  Gray  arrived  at  Macao,  in  Dec,  1789,  with  the  "NoiUi 
West  America's"  passengers  and  officere  who  comnmnicated 
the  news  of  the  capture  of  that  vessel  and  the  "  Argonaut "  and 
"  Princess  Royal "  by  the  Spaniards.  The  owners  numediately 
dotr.rminiMl  to  apply  to  the  British  (lovernmont  f<n*  redress. 
On  her  way  to  Canton  the  "  Columbia  "  touched  at  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  for  refreshment  and  provisions.  On  the  Gth  of  Decem- 
ber, Gray  arrived  at  Canton  where  he  sold  his  fura  and  in 
exchange  took  a  cargo  of  tea,  valued  at  $00,000,  with  which 
he  entered  Boston  on  the  9th  or  10th  of  Aug.,  1790,  via  Cape 
of  Good  lIoi)o,  having  earned  thejlaij  of  the  United  Slates  for 
thejirst  time  aivund  the  world.  On  going  into  the  Harbor  of 
Boston  the  ** Columbia"  fired  a  Federal  salute  as  she  passed  the 
Cai?tle  and  another  on  coming  to  her  moorings.  It  was  doubt- 
ful if  her  destination  was  generally  known  when  she  went 
away,  but  the  announcement  of  her  achievements  in  "The  Fed- 
cmlist"  had  iill<Ml  the  connnunity  with  cnthnsiiusni  and  the 
wharves  wrre  crowded  with  ])eoplo  who  gave  her  a  hearty  wel- 
come on  her  relurn.  Kendrick  innncdiaU^ly,  on  parting  with 
the  "Columbia,"  proceeded  in  the  "Washington"  to  the  Straits 
of  Fuca  through  which  he  passed  in  its  whole  length.     Thus  it 
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appeal's  that  the  paswige  of  the  "AVnshington'*  through  the 
stniit,  as  reported  hy  Meares,  took  place  under  Kendrick  after 
Giiiy  had  quitted  the  command  of  that  8h)op.  Descriptions, 
given  hy  Kendrick,  of  what  ho  had  seen,  corresp<ind  exactly 
\vi(h  tho  g<5ogniphy  of  that  part  of  the  iVnu^rican  coast. 
Under  these  circumstances  and  olhcM-s,  K(*ndrick  is  U^  Ik^  con- 
sidered as  the  first  person  heUaiging  to  a  civilized  nation  who 
sailed  through  the  Straits  of  Fuca  after  its  discovery  by  the 
*  Greek  Pilot,"  in  1592.  The  ship  "  Columbia  "  returned  to  Bos- 
ton on  the  10th  of  August,  1790,  as  has  already  been  mentioned, 
but  the  cargo  of  Chinese  articles  brought  by  her  was  insuffi- 
cient to  cover  the  exi)enses  of  h<»r  voyage,  and  her  ownei's  >vero 
so  little  satisfied  with  these  results  that  some  of  them  sold  out 
their  shares  to  the  others,  who,  detennining  to  persevere  in  the 
enteiprise,  refitted  the  "  Columbia  "  for  a  ncAV  voyage  of  the 
same  kind.  Before  her  departure,  however,  the  brig  '^Hope,'* 
of  70  tons,  which  had  also  been  equii)ped  for  the  North  Pacific 
trade,  sailed  from  Boston  under  the  command  of  Joseph  Ingrn- 
ham,  tho  former  mate  of  the  'X\)lum1)ia,"  and  these  vessels  were 
followed  by  the  "Hancock"  under  Cajt.  Crowel ;  the  "Jeffer- 
son" under  Capt.  Roberts,  likewise  from  Boston,  and  the 
"Margaret,"  under  Capt.  Magce,  from  New  York.  Capt. 
Kendrick  in  tho  "  Washington,"  which  had  been  altered  into  a 
brig,  arrived  at  Macao  while  tho  "1  lope"  was  lying  there  in  1 791 , 
He  had  been  engaged  since  1789  in  various  speculations,  one 
of  which  was  the  collection  and  transportation  to  China  of  tho 
odoriferous  Avood,  called  sandal,  from  the  tropical  islands  of  tho 
Pacific,  mainly  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  which  was  and  is  iii 
great  demand  throughout  tho  Celestial  Knii)ire.  Vancouver 
pronounced  this  scheme  chimerical,  but  experience  has  proved 
that  it  was  founded  on  just  calculations  and  has  been  prosecuted 
with  advantage  ever  since.  Another  of  Kendrick's  specula- 
tions has  not  hitherto  produced  any  fmit.  He  purchased,  in 
the  summer  of  1791,  from  Maquinna,  Wicanish  and  other 
chiefs  several  large  tra(*ts  of  land  near  Nootka  Sound,  for  which 
he  obtiiincd  deeds  duly  marked  by  those  ])ei'sonages  und  wit- 
nessed by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  "  Washington."  Attempt^s 
were  made  by  the  owners  of  that  vessel  to  sell  these  lands  at 
London  in  1793,  but  without  success.  Applications  have  since 
been  addressed  by  the  legal  rcpresentiitives  of  the  owners  and 
of  Kendrick  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  a  cx>n- 
firmation  of  the  title.  Tho  circular  addressed  by  the  owners 
for  the  sale  of  this  land  was  written  in  four  languages,  and  was 
as  follows : 


DEATH   OF   CAPT.    JOHN   KEKDRICK.  305 

"The  inhabitants  of  Europe  are  informed  that  in  1787  Capt.  J. 
Kcnclrick,  while  prosecuting  an  advantageous  voyage  to  the  natives 
for  furs,  purchased  of  thcni  for  the  owners  a  tract  of  delightful 
country  comprehending  A  degrees  of  latitude  or  2/|o  miles  scpiarc, 
and  that  such  as  may  be  mclincd  to  associate  for  settling  a  Common- 
wealth on  their  own  code  of  laws,  on  a  spot  of  the  globe  nowhere 
surpassed  in  delightful  and  healthy  climate  and  fertile  soil,  claimed 
by  no  civilized  nation,  and  purchased  under  a  sacred  treaty  of  peace 
and  commerce,  and  for  a  valuable  consideration  of  the  friendly 
natives  may  have  the  best  opiwrtunity  of  trying  the  result  of  sucn 
an  enterprise.** 

The  lands  were  thus  sold  by  the  savage  chiefs,  and  there  is 
no  reason  to  doubt  but  they  would  as  readily  have  conveyed 
the  whole  of  America  to  any  one  for  the  consideration  of  a 
copper  kettle.  Grcenhow  writes  "the  validity  of  the  acquisi- 
tion will  scarcely  bo  recognized  by  the  civilized  nation  which 
may  hereafter  hold  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  about  Nootka 
Sound."  Noillicr  Kondrick  nor  his  vessel  ever  returned  to 
America.  As  has  been  previously  stilted,  after  purchasing  the 
lands,  ho  sailed  for  the  Sandwich  Ishmds  and  there  engaged  in 
a  new  branch  of  commerce  of  which  he  was  the  originator, 
collecting  and  transporting  to  China,  sandal  wood,  but  he  did 
not  live  long  enough  to  profit  by  it.  lie  was  killed  in  1793 
at  Karakakooa  Bay,  in  Ilawaii,  by  a  ball  accidentiilly  fired  from 
a' liri(ish  vessel  while  saluting  him.  Another  account  says 
Ci\\\{.  Kendrirk  was  killed  while  exchanging  salutes  with  a 
Spanish  vessel  at  the  Sandwich  islands ;  the  wad  frcmi  one  of 
the  Spaniard's  guns  struck  him  as  he  stood  on  the  deck  of  his 
vessel  in  his  dress  coat  and  cocked  hat,  as  the  conmiander  of  the 
expedition,  and  was  instsmtly  fatiil.  Delano  in  his  voyage  gives 
probably  the  only  correct  account  of  Captain  Kendi'ick's  death, 
and  which  account  is  verified  by  official  reports,  viz.  : 

"Captain  John  Kendrick,  of  Boston,  the  first  American  com- 
mander that  ever  visited  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  and  who 
opened  the  channel  of  commerce  to  this  country,  also  died  at  this 
place.  [Hawaiian  Islands.]  His  death  was  occasioned  by  a  salute 
that  was  fired  by  an  English  commander  in  honour  of  him.  One 
of  the  ginis  through  accident,  was  loaded  with  round  and  grape 
shot,  which  killed  Capt.  Kendrick  and  two  boys,  while  on  his  quar- 
ter deck.**  Capt.  Amasa  Delano  says  **  I  think  it  no  more  than  jus- 
tice to  say  something  to  the  memory  of  this  American  captain  ;  any- 
thing written  on  this  able  commander  would  be  but  superfluous, 
as  he  is  generally  known,  and  so  justly  celebrated  by  all  the  world 
for  his  extraordinary  merit.     I  was  intimately  acquainted  with  him 
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in  Canton  Bay,  in  the  year  1 791 ,  and  I  also  knew  his  character 
afterwards  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  was  a  man  of  extraordinary 
good  natural  abilities,  and  was  noted  for  his  enterprising  spirit,  his 
good  judgment,  and  superior  courage.  As  a  seaman  and  navigator, 
he  had  but  few  equals.  He  was  very  benevolent,  and  possessed  a 
heart  filled  with  as  tender  feelings  as  any  man  that  1  ever  was 
acquainted  with.  He  was  esteemed  and  liclovcd  by  all  who  know 
him  in  his  last  absence  from  the  United  States.  I  wish  to  impress 
it  strongly  on  the  minds  of  every  American,  not  to  let  his  rare 
merits  be  forgotten,  and  to  cast  a  veil  over  his  faults,  they  being  but 
few  compared  with  his  amiable  qualities." 

The  **  Oolumbia^^  under  Captain  Gray,  left  Boston  on  the 
28th  Sept.,  171)0,  ten  days  after  the  departure  of  tho  "  Hopo,** 
and,  without  the  occurrence  of  anything  worthy  of  note  on  her 
way,  she  arrived  at  Clyoquot,  near  the  entrance  of  the  Strait 
of  Fuca,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1791.     She  then  proceeded  to 
the  eastern  side  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Island  and  remained  in 
that  vicinity  trading  and  exploring  until    September.      He 
examined  many  inlets  an<l  passages  between  the  51th  and  5ntli 
pamllels  one  of  which,  probably  tho  one  called  by  Vancouver, 
Portland  Canal,   ho  pcnotnitcd  to  tlio  distainco  of   KK)  niilos 
northeastward  without  reaching  its  termination.      This  inlet  ho 
supposed  to  1)0  the  Rio  de  Reyes  of  Admiral  Fonte,  and  part 
of  it  was  named  by  Gray,  Massacre  Cove,  in  coninicuioration  of 
the  murder  of  Caswell,  the  second  mate,  and  two  seamen  of 
the  "  Columbia  ^  by  the  natives  on  the  shore  on  the  22nd  of 
August.     Gmy  soon  after  returned  to  Clyoquot  where  tho  crow 
of  the  "Columbia"  passed  tho  winter  in  a  fortiliod  habitat i(m 
which  they  erected  on  tho  shores  of  the  liny  and  called   Koil 
Defiance.      They  employed  themselves  l)uilding  a  small  vessel, 
and   named    it    the   "  Adventure,"   which,    in   the   spring    of 
1792,    sailed    for   Queen   Charlotte's   Island,   under  command 
of  Ilaswell,  the  first  mate  of  the  "Columbia"  while  Gray  went 
on  a  cruise  southward  along  the  coast.     Another  account  says, 
at  Fort  Dofianco  Gray  and  his  crow  built  and  launched  the 
schooner"  Eiilorpriso,"  the  first  vessel  constnutt-od  by  Amorii%nM.s 
on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Continent  of  the  United  States, 
Whilst  preparing  for  sea  they  were  visited  by  two  of  the  principal 
chiefs  of  the  surrounding  country  with  a  number  of  followers, 
between  whom  and  a  Sandwich  Islander  on  board  tho  "Colum- 
bia" it  became  evident  there  was  some  understanding.      Gniy 
(|uestioncd  tho  Sandwich  Islander  who  at  length  confessed  that 
the  Indians  had  formed  a  plan  for  seizing  their  vessels  and  mur- 
dering their  crew,  promising  to  spare  his  life  and  make  him  a 


Mourn  ok  tmk  r<ii,iiMi>iA  llivi 
Frnm  an  iiri)[innl  ilrnwing. 


n  Coi.tiHiiiA  roiM 


EXPLOUATIONS  BY  TUB  "COLUMBIA**  ON  N.  W.  COAST.      307 

diicf  if  he  would  «'nl  tlioiii  hy  wetting  tlio  priming  of  all  the  guns 
at  a  particular  time.  Thus  forewarned  the  Americans  were  on 
their  guard,  and  the  savages  who  surrounded  the  vessel  on  the 
following  day  were  kept  at  a  distance.  Vancouver,  in  his 
Journal,  speaks  of  sighting  the  "Columbia,"  on  the  29th  of 
Apr.,  1792,  as  follows :  "At  four  o'clock  a  sail  was  discovered 
to  the  westward,  standing  in  shore.  This  was  a  great  novelty, 
not  having  seen  any  vessel  but  our  consoil  during  the  last 
eight,  months.  She  soon  hoisted  American  colors,  and  fired  a 
gun  to  leeward.  At  six  wc  H|)okc  to  her;  she  |>rove<l  to  bo 
the  ship  *  Columbia,'  commanded  by  Captam  Kobcrt  Gmy, 
belonging  to  Boston,  whence  she  had  been  absent  nineteen 
months."  After  parting  with  the  English  ships.  Gray  sailed 
along  the  coast  of  the  continent  to  the  south,  and  on  the  7th 
of  May,  1792,  he  saw  an  entrance  which  had  a  very  good 
appearance  of  a  harbor  in  latitude  4G  dcg.,  58  min.  Passing 
through  this  entrance  he  found  himself  in  a  Bay  well  shel- 
tered from  the  sea  by  long  sand  bars  and  spits,  where  he 
remained  at  anchor  three  days  engaged  in  trading  with  the 
natives,  and  ho  then  resumed  his  voyage,  bestowing  on  the 
place  thus  discovered  the  name  of  Bulfinch's  Harbor  in 
honor  of  one  of  the  owners  of  his  ship.  This  is  now  known 
as  Gray's  Harbor. 

At  daybreak  on  the  11th,  aft^r  leaving  Bulfincli's  Harbor, 
Gray  observed  "  the  entrance  of  his  desired  port  bearing  east- 
south-east,  distance  six  Icjigues,"  and  running  into  it  with  all 
sails  set  between  the  breakers,  (which  Meares  and  Vancouver 
pronounced  impassable)  he  anchored  at  one  o'clock,  in  "a  large 
river  of  fresh  water,"  ten  miles  above  its  mouth.  At  this  spot 
he  remained  three  days,  engaged  in  trading  with  the  Indians, 
and  lining  his  caisks  with  water,  and  then  sailed  up  the  river 
about  twelve  or  tit'leen  miles  along  its  northern  sliore,  wheixi, 
iinding  that  he  could  proceed  no  farther,  from  having  taken  the 
wrong  cliannel,  he  again  came  to  anchor.  During  the  week 
which  followed  he  made  several  attempts  to  quit  the  river,  but 
was  constantly  baffled,  until  at  length,  on  the  20th,  he  crossed 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  by  beating  over  it  with  a  westerly  wind 
and  regained  the  I^icific.  The  opening  through  which  the 
Avaters  of  this  river  are  (lischar<j:ed  into  the  ocean  was  first  seen 
in  August,  1770,  by  the  Spanish  navigator,  lleceta. 

The  day  before  leaving  the  river,  or  on  May  19,  1792,  Gray 
gave  to  it  the  name  of  his  shipf  the  **  Columbia t**  which  name  itstM 
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bears*  The  exti*emity  of  the  sand-lmnk  projecting  into  the  sea 
on  the  south  side  of  its  entrance  wiis  called  by  Gray,  Point 
Adams,  and  ho  assigned  the  name  of  Capr  Hancock  to  tlio 
opposite  promontory  on  the  north  side,  being  ignorant  tlmt 
Meares  had  already  eddied  it  Gi]>e  Dissippointmcnt  in  token  of 
the  nnsuccessful  result  of  his  search  for  the  river.  Vancouver 
also  asserted  that  no  opening,  harbor  or  place  of  refoge  for 
vessels  was  to  be  found  between  Cape  Mendocino  and  the 
Strait  of  Fuca. 

From  the  Log-book  of  the  ship  **  Columbia,"  the  following 
is  taken : 

^^  May  nth.  1792,  at  half  past  seven  we  were  out  clear  of  the  bars 
and  directed  our  course  to  the  southward,  along  shore.  At  eight 
P.M.  the  entrance  of  Bulfinch  Harbor  bore  North,  distance  four  miles. 
The  extremity  of  the  land  bore  South-southeast  half  east,  and  the 
Northern,  North-northwest. 

May  1 2th.  Many  natives  alongside;  noon,  fresh  wind:  let  go  the 
best  bower-anchor  and  veered  out  on  both  cables ;  sent  down  the 
main-top-gallant-yard  ;  filled  up  all  the  water  casks  in  the  hold.  The 
latter  part,  heavy  gales,  and  rainy,  dirty  weather. 

May  14.  Fresh  gales  and  cloudy ;  many  natives  alongside ;  at 
noon,  weighed  (anchor)  and  came  to  sail,  standing  up  the  river 
North-east  by  East ;  we  found  the  channel  very  narrow.  At  four 
P.M.  we  had  sailed  upwards  of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  when  the 
channel  was  so  very  narrow  it  was  almost  impossible  to  keep  in  it, 
having  from  three  to  eighteen  fathoms  of  water,  sandy  bottom.  At 
half  past  four  the  ship  took  ground,  but  she  did  not  stay  long  before 
she  came  ofl' without  any  assistance.  Wc  backed  her  olV  stern  fore- 
most into  three  fathoms  and  let  go  the  small  bower  and  moored  ship 
with  kedge  and  hawser.  The  jolly  boat  was  sent  to  sound  the 
channel  out,  but  found  it  not  navigable  any  farther  up,  so,  of  course, 
we  must  have  taken  the  wrong  channel.  So  ends,  with  rainy 
weather  ;  many  natives  alongside. 

May  15th.  Light  airs  and  pleasant  we.Uher ;  many  natives  from 
diflerent  tribes  came  alongside.  At  ten  a.m.  unmoored  and  dropped 
down  with  the  tide  to  a  better  anchoring  place ;  smiths  and  other 
tradesmen  constantly  employed.  In  the  afternoon  Captain  Gray  and 
Mr.  Hoskins,  in  the  jolly-boat,  went  on  shore  to  take  a  short  view  of 
the  country. 

May  17th.  Fresh  winds  and  squally;  many  canoes  alongside; 
calkers  calking  the  pinnace ;  seamen  paying  the  ship's  sides  with 
tar ;  painter  painting  ship ;  smith  and  carpenters  at  their  depart- 
ments. 


LARGEST  VESSEL  BUILT  ON  NORTH  RIVER  PRIOR  TO  180O.     309 

"May  19th.  Fresh  wind  and  clear  wcatlier.  Early  a  number  of 
canoes  came  alongside ;  seamen  and  tradesmen  employed  in  their 
various  departments.  Capt.  Gray  gave  this  river  the  name  of 
Columbia  River,  and  the  North  side  of  the  entrance  Cape  Han- 
cock ;  the  South,  Adam*s  Point. 

May  20th.  At  three  quarters  past  two  a  fresh  wind  came  in  from 
seaward  ;  we  immediately  came  to  sail  and  beat  over  the  bar,  having 
from  five  to  six  fathoms  water  in  the  channel.  At  5  p.m.  we  were 
out,  clear  of  all  the  bars,  and  in  twenty  fathoms  water.  A  breeze 
came  from  the  ^Southward  ;  we  l>orc  away  to  the  Northward  ;  set  all 
siiil  to  the  best  advantage.  At  eight  Capt.  Hancock  bore  Soutlieast, 
distant  three  leagues;  the  north  extremity  of  the  land  in  sight  bore 
North-by-West.  At  nine  in  steering  and  top-gallant  sails.  Mid- 
night, light  airs.*' 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River »  Gray  sailed  to  the 
East  coast  of  Quocn  Charlotte's  Island,  near  which  his  ship 
struck  oil  a  rock,  and  was  so  much  injured  that  she  was  with 
difficulty  kept  afloat  until  she  reached  Nootka  Sound,  where  the 
damage  was  repaired.  Gray  and  Ingraham  having  soon  com- 
pleted their  business  on  the  Northwest  coast,  departed  severally 
for  Canton  in  Septeml)er,  and  thence  sailed  to  the  United 
States.  Gray  continued  commanding  trading  vessels  from 
Boston  until  1809,  about  which  time  he  died. 

An  oldshifvcarpcnter,  now  living  at  Marshfield,  in  his  91st year, 
says  that  beside  the  ^  Columbia  "  James  Briggs  built  the  largest 
vessel  ever  built,  on  North  Iliver  until  later  than  1800.  The  vessel 
wan  the  ship  "MASSAClIUSIOnVS,"  of  about  400  tons,  built 
between  1780  and  1790.  Seih  Briggs  also  built  here  early  in 
1700.*  In  1785  the  sch.  "INDUSTRY,"  61  tons,  of  Boston, 
was  built  in  Scituate ;  and  also  in  1786,  the  sch.  ''DOLPHIN,'' 
51  tons,  of  Chatham.  James  Briggs  wsvs  part  owner  of  the  sch. 
"Speedwell,"  built  by  Solomon  liates,  in  Hanover,  in  1787. 
Thine  wsus  built  in  Sci(.u:i(.o,  in  1791,  the  sch.  "  ItKVlVAL,"  »9 
tons,  length  39  feet  and  breadth  15  feet;  owned  by  James 
Briggs,  Jr.,  William  Vinal,  Jr.,  Eli  Curtis,  of  Scituate,  and 
Lott  Vinal,  who  commanded  her.  The  Dighton  branch  built  at 
Freetown,  in  1794,  the  sip.  "Polly,"  49  tons,  of  Dighton; 
owners,  James  Briggs,  Dighton,  and  othei*s. 

John  Briggs  built  in  Scituate,  in  1785,  the  sch.  **IIAll- 
MONY,"   5i   tons,  "deep   waist  and   short  quarter-deck,'*  of 
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Coliasset.  The  owncrj^  were  Thomas  Marble  of  (^ohaftsct, 
mariner,  who  commanded  her,  John  Briggs  of  Scituate,  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth ,  ship-carpenter,  Jerome  Lincoln  of  Cohasset , 
blacksmith,  and  Jacob  Lincoln  of  Cohasset,  mariner.  There 
was  also  built  here,  in  1792,  the  ship  *' AMERICA,-  220  tons, 
of  Boston  ;  and  in  1793,  the  ship  "BEDFORD,"  253  tons,  of 
Poi-tsmouth.  John  Briggs  d.  in  February,  1807,  aged  88,  and 
is  buried  in  the  Fii-st  Parish  Cemetery,  Norwell.  James  and 
John  Briggs  were  succeeded  at  the  shipyard  by  IliOinas  Barker 
BriggSy  son  of  James,  who  was  a  shipbuilder  and  a  likely  man, 
never  weidthy  but  of  moderate  means.  The  iii-st  record  we 
have  found  of  any  vessel  built  by  him  is  in  1797,  sch.  '^THREE 
FRIENDS,"  98  tons,  of  Boston;  owned  by  William  Vinal, 
Nehemiah  Manson  and  Abniham  Lincoln,  of  Scituate,  and  after- 
ward by  Thomas  Briggs  and  othei*s,  Boston.  There  was  built 
here,  in  1797,  the  sch.  *'IRIS,"  80  tons,  of  Boston,  and 
in  1801,  the  sch.  "LUCY,"  72  tons,  of  Boston;  in  1802, 
brig  "SALLY,"  149  tons;  owned  by  Jesse  Dunbar,  Silas 
Stetson  and  Simeon  Bates  of  Scituate  and  the  same  year,  1802, 
the  sch.  ''CUSHING,"  78  tons  ;  owner,  Lenmel  Vinal,  Scituate, 
and  in  1803,  the  sch.  "PRLSCILLA,"  fil  tons,  of  Chatham; 
probably  the  same  "Priscilla,"  that  was  captured  by  the  British 
in  1813  and  papers  detained.  As  can  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  genealogy,  Thomas  B.  Briggs  mar.  Lucy  Otis  and  had 
among  other  children  a  son,  Thomas,  who  was  t^iken  prisoner 
by  the  British  while  on  a  privateer,  during  the  AVar  of  1812. 
Thomas  Briggs,  in  a  memomndum  in  his  own  hand-writing, 
found  in  his  cHects,  says  : 

*' We  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  9th.  of  May,  1813.  Was  taken 
prisoner  on  the  1 2th.  and  on  the  17th.  arrived  in  Halifax  prison, 
remained  there  until  the  21st.  of  Nov.  then  sailed  for  England. 
Arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  24th.  of  Dec.  and  laid  there  about  two 
weeks,  then  sailed  for  Chatham.  When  I  arrived  there  I  was  put 
on  board  the  prison  ship  *'  Samson,"  where  I  remained  about 
two  weeks.  Tlien  wc  were  put  on  board  of  tlie  prison  ship 
**  Bahama,"  where  we  remained  until  tiie  25th.  of  Se])t.,  1814.  Was 
then  put  on  board  of  the  Leydcn  transport,  which  sailed  for 
Plymouth,  from  thence  were  marched  to  Dartmoor  prisons  where 
we  arrived  on  the  8th.  of  Oct.  This  day  the  30th.  of  Dec. 
the  American  Ensign  was  displayed  on  these  prisons  on  account  of 
the  news  of  peace  being  signed  betwixt  England  and  the  United 
States  of  America." 

The  above  tells  the  whole  story,  but  copies  of  his  lettei*s  are 
here  given  as  being  of  especial  interest  to  those  who  will  read 
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this  clmptcr.  One  is  from  Tlioinas  Otis,  who  gave  the  Second 
Society  of  Scituatc  a  church  organ,  in  18f30,  and  who  was 
hrothcr  of  Cnsliijig  Otis  and  was  thon  in  England  ;  tlio  other 
from  IjUcyTTi-iggH,  motlicr  of  Tliomas.  llie  letter  from  his 
mother  is  addressed  to  "  Mr.  Thomas  Briggs,  Halifax  Prison,'* 
and  is  as  follows  : 

Dear  Thomas:  "June  the  13th,  1813. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  no  worse  fate  has  befel  you.  It 
is  what  I  expected.  I  am  sorry  for  your  misfortune  ;  keep  up  good 
spirits.  I  hope  all  these  things  will  be  for  your  good.  If  you  was 
out  privateering  you  might  get  disabled  for  life.  It  is  an  employ- 
ment that  will  circumvent  the  frown  of  Divine  Providence  and  busi- 
ness is  preferable.  An  exchange  may  take  place  sooner  than  you 
anticipate.  I  am  glad  you  are  so  well  reconciled  to  what  has  befallen 
you.  That  all  these  things  are  directed  by  Wisdom  superior  to  man's 
ought  to  console  us  under  all  the  disagreeables  of  life.  You  wrote 
me  a  letter  some  years  past  that  in  trouble  you  always  rejoiced  your- 
self in  your  God.  I  wish  it  now  may  be  your  recourse,  if  so,  you 
cannot  be  unhappy  in  the  most  abject  situation.  I  have  not  any 
thing  interesting  to  communicate.     We  are  all  well. 

I  remain  your  Affectionate  mother,  L.  B. 

P.S.  Charles  is  here  waiting  for  more  favorable  times  for  the 
Sailor ;  he  has  been  taken,  carried  into  St.  Christopher,  came  home 
in  a  vessel  from  New  London." 

The  letter  from  his  uncle  is  addressed  to  "Mr.  Thomas  Briggs, 
prison  ship,  Bahama,  Chatham,"  and  is  as  follows : 

"Dear  Thomas : 

Your  last  letter  I  received  yesterday  only — some 
friend  must  have  taken  it  out  of  the  Dead  Letter  office  in  London 
and  forwarded  it  to  me.  I  commiserate  your  situation  although  I 
can't  approve  of  the  Cause  in  which  you  were  embarked.  There 
is  every  prospect  of  a  Peace  this  Summer  ;  when  you  will  get  your 
pardon,  if  you  do  not  before  by  exchange  of  Prisoners.  I  have 
letters  from  the  U.  S.  to  Jan'y  22d — all  friends  are  well.  I  shall 
return  to  America  in  a  few  days,  you  will  accept  the  inclosed  five 
Pounds,  (£5.)  And  Believe  me  your 

Affectionate  Uncle, 


Liverpool,  Feb.  19,  181 4. 

P.S.  Your  first  letter  has  never  come  to  hand." 
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Next  after  Thomas  Barker  Brings,  the  bliipyard  was  oocuplod 
by   his   sons,  Henry  and   Gushing  Otis  Briggs,  brothel's    of 
Thomas.     Henry  probably  learned  the  art  of  his  father  and  on 
the  Wanton  Yard,  but  Gushing  Otis  was  sent  to   Pembroke 
/where  be  seized  his  time   under  Elisha  Briggs,  at  the   Brick- 
ikiln   yard,  and   boarded   at  his   house,  now  the   residence   of 
'Nathaniel   Smith   and   family,  opposite  II.  II.  A.  Golhunore's, 
which  latter  residence  was  the  birthplace  of  Ichabod  Thomas. 
It  was  here  that  Gushing  O.  Briggs  met  Mr.  Thomas's  daughter, 
whom  he  afterward  married.* 

^^  ^         built  two  vessels  on  his 

r"^  £j»Jj99  y^    ^   "^  '  ^  ^^^^^  *^^^"  account  at  the  Brick- 


kilns in  Pembroke  during 
C^  ^'^        the  years  1815  and  1816. 

After  he  mar.  he  returned  to  Scitua  e  and  resided  in  the  old 
homestead  of  James  Briggs,  then  occupied  by  Lucy  and  Sally 
Briggs,  daughters  of  James.  This  house  was  built  by  Rol)ei*t 
Thomas  alnnit  1712,  and  is  on  the  lane  or  street  that  le^uls 
northwest  from  Ilobart's  Tjanding  gate  ;  a  picture  of  the  interior 
of  one  of  the  rooms  of  this  ohl  house  is  inserted  in  this  book. 
It  is  from  an  original  di-awing  made  by  Lloyd  Briggs  al>out 
1846.  It  was  then  called  by  the  household  the  "school-room.** 
After  Gushing  O.  Briggs  came  into  possession  of  the  place  he 
built  on  a  large  addition  or  front.  The  house  is  still  standing, 
and  the  farm  adjoins  that  of  the  Sampsons. 

^^y*^  /  worked  for  tlio  Fosters  on  the 

^yLj^y^^'^^^^     /S^""^  ^y^jO  ^^^»>^^<>»^  Yard  as  early  as  1810. 


^  ^  ^     After  he  mar.  he  resided  in  the 

house  he  probably  built  and  which  was  the  next  house  south  of 
the  late  Judge  Gushing  place  on  the  same  side  of  the  road. 
Henry  and  C.  O.  Bri<j:p;s  were  nok'd  sliiplmildcrs,  enjoying  to  a 
hifrh  decree  the  confidence  of  Boston  nierchantij.  Messrs.  T. 
B.  AValcs  &  Go.  were  among  tliose  who  (Mn|)loycd  them  jus  Ion*: 
jis  they  continued  building.  Gushing  survived  his  brother 
Henry,  who  died  in  1837.  The  Messrs.  E.  &.  H.  O.  Briggs, 
who  built  at  So.  Boston,  and  wlio  turned  out  so  many  fine 
specimens  of  naval  architecture,  were  tlie  sons  of  G.  0.  Briggs. 
The  honorable  reputation  of  tlie  father  fell  to  the  sons  and  they 
enjoyed  the  esteem  of  the   Boston  mcrcliants.     Gushing  Otis 


•  Seo  Chapter  on  Diick-kiln  Yard. 
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CU8HIKO   O.    &   HENRY   BlUOOS'  YARD.  313 

and  Ilonry  BrIggB  built  together  for  many  yeai's  and  then  sepa^ 
rately  on  adjoining  yards  at  Hobail's  Landing.  Gushing  O. 
occupied  the  old  or  upper  yard,  and  Henry  the  one  further 
down  the  river.  Israel  H.  Sherman,  now  86  yeai's  old,  sei'ved 
his  time  on  the  C.  O.  &  H.  Briggs'  yard  as  planker.  He 
remembers  a  story  about  one  of  the  caipentera,  named  Kuggles. 
It  is  said  once  when  he  went  to  New  Bedford,  he  stopped  over 
night  at  a  certain  house  ;  he  was  a  very  tall  man  and  the  room 
which  was  assigned  to  him  was  small  and  the  bed  short  with  its 
foot  next  the  window.  In  the  night  he  ihnist  his  feet  out  of  the 
open  window  and  in  the  morning  awoke  to  find  a  number  of 
turkeys  roosting  on  his  lower  limbs,  calling  out,  **lluggle8, 
lluggles.'' 

The  first  vessel  the  Briggs  Brothers  built  together  was  in 
1817,  the  Rch.  "CATHARINE,"  61  tons,  for  Capt.  Moses 
Kich,  of  Scituate,  for  whose  wife  she  was  named.  John  Bates 
was  the  first  mate.  The  rigging  was  fitted  in  the  yard  in  front 
t)f  the  late  Dr.  Stockbridge's  dwelling,  since  occujiied  by  Itev. 
Pelham  Williiuus,  that  part  which  is  now  a  grove  near  "the 
wide  spreading  pond  "  made  famous  by  Samuel  Woodworth  in 
his  poem,  "The  Old  Oaken  Bucket.'*  When  she  was  launched, 
Tom  Briggs,  brother  of  Gushing  and  Henry  sat  on  the  cap  of 
the  bowsprit  and  christened  her  by  breaking  a  bottle  of  wine 
over  her  l)ow.  The  "Catharine"  had  one  deck,  two  masts, 
length  62  feet,  breadth  17  feet.  John  Bates,  Samuel  Jacobs, 
Jr.,  Anthony  Chubbuck,  Nath.  Cushing  and  Cushing  O.  Briggs 
of  Scituate,  were  interested  in  her.  Tlie  following  are  some  of 
the  men  who  worked  on  the  Briggs  Yard  at  different  periods : 
Amos  F.  Damon,  now  living  at  Little's  Bridge,  who  has 
directed  the  author  to  many  channels  of  information ;  Nath. 
and  Samuel  Damon,  Abijah  Holland,  David,  Charles  and  Otis 
Briggs,  Ca])t.  Thomas  Rogei*s,  Thomas  Holmes,  Harvey  Hall, 
("handler  ()la|)p,  Allen  Iljnidall,  Jose[)h  Kanies,  William  'J'urner, 
Barker  and  Samuel  Turner,  Abijah  Rogers,  William  Studley, 
Samuel  O.  Ruggles,  Josiah  Stoddard,  Nathan  Rogei-s,  Theodore 
Turner,  Elisha  Delano,  Luther  Magoun,  Benjamin  Nichols. 
George  Curtis  furnished  anchors.  Ii-a  Barker  and  Consider 
Morritt  did  iron  work.  Abel  Kingman  and  Briggs  Magoun,, 
Nalh.  Whiting,  Joshua  Curtis  and  (Jeorge  Leonard  furnished 
limber.  Amiel  Curtis  furnished  elm  timber  at  $5.00  i)er  Um, 
white  oak  at  $6.00  per  ton;  Samuel  Mitchell,  Michael  Ford, 
Capt.  Nath.  Cushing,  Shadmch,  Barnabas,  Sylvester  and  Wil- 
liam Briggs,  Albert  Tilden,  John  Foster  and  John  James  also 


>^ 
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worked  oa  the  yard.  "Wages  paid  at  that  time  were  from  75 
cents  to  $1.25  per  day.  Wales  Tilden  also  worked  on  the 
Briggs  yard  and  Foster's  yard.  Uncle  Cliarles  Briggs  used  to 
tell  a  story  about  Colonel  Cuitis,  who  went  to  Maine  in  the 
days  of  luml)er  speculation  as  agent  for  a  company  of  men. 
He  boarded  with  a  widow  by  the  namie  of  Wjiss.  The  neigh- 
bora  at  his  home  used  to  tease  his  wife  telling  her,  until  she 
was  nearly  insane,  that  her  husband,  the  Colonel,  was  going  to 
marry  the  widow  Wass. 

Cushing  0.  Briggs  was  master  carpenter,  in  1818,  of  thesch. 
*'MARY  ANN,"  7G  tons  of  Boston;  her  length  was  Gfi  feet, 
breadth  18  feci,  depth  7  feet.     She  was  owned  by  Thomas  n. 
Wales  and  Nathaniel  II.  Emmons  of  Boston,  C.  O.  Briggs  of 
Scituate,  William  Weeks  of  Tisbury,  and  Edmund  Bridge  of /J 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina.     //en?*y  Bnggs  was  master  car-    ^ 
penter  m  1820  of  the  brig  "WAVE,"  124  tons,  of  Boston, 
single  deck,  two  ma^t^,  length  75  feet,  brcsidth  20  foci,  depth 
9  feet.  She  had  a  billet  figure-head  and  was  owned  by  Thomas  B. 
Wales  and  Nathaniel  II.   Emmons,   Boston,    Henry   Briggs, 
Scituate,  and  Freeman  Norton,  Tisbury,     The  "  Wave  "  was  ut 
Bilboa  in  February,  1825,  and  her  expenses  while  lying  there 
were  $400.     In  1820  she  made  a  voyage  from  Amsterdam  with 
50  casks  and  1000  jugs  of  oil,  and    7500    lumps  of  clay,  10 
packages  of  duck,  20  pipes  of  gin,  and  other  merchandise.     In 
1827  she  made  a  voyage  to  Rochelle  and  back  with  cargoes  of 
rough  pipes,  barrels,  hogsheads,  ashes,  brandy,  etc.     In  1828 
Boston  to  Itochclle,  New  York,  and  Mobile  to  JtoclK»lle,and  in 
1831  from  Trinidad  with  sugar,  then    to    Ibcnion   willi  sugar, 
wood,  indigo,  raisins,  lumber  and  hops.     She  was  either  sold 
or  lost  soon  after  this.     The  brig  "  AVave  "  was  a  very  success- 
ful craft  and  made  for  her  owners  $15000    on  one  voyjige  to 
France.     Mr.   Wales   was   a   very  decided    man,  and    wanted 
things  his  own  way.     When  the  "Wave"  was   huilding,  he 
requested    the    buihh^rs    to    have    the    treenails  "  well   drove.'* 
When  she  was  nearly  built  he  e^nne  down  from  Boston  to  look 
at  her.     Treenails  or  "trunnells,"  jis   they   were  often  called, 
have  little  punches  driven  into  their  centres  after  they  are  in 
place  to  spread  and   hold  them.     Taking  a  handful  of  those 
punches,  Mr.  Wales  went  to  Henry  Briggs  and  said,  "  Didn't  I 
request    you    to    have    the    treenails    well    drove  ?  "       Mr. 
Briggs  answered,  "Yes,  sir,  and  they  are."     "Well,"  said  Mr. 
Wales,  "  and  here  you  are  driving  in  these  d d  little  plugs.** 
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It  showed  how  much  ho  knew  about  trecnuils ;  but  he  did  know 
ji  good  vessel  when  he  saw  one. 

Henry  nripp:^  was  master  ompenter  in  1820  of  tlio  brig 
**  OAK,"  IftO  tons,  of  Jioston  ;  her  length  was  71)  feet,  breadth 
20  feet,  depth  10  feet;  owners,  Thomas  B.  Wales  and  Naths^b^  U^^'^ 
iel  II.  Emmons,  Boston,  Henry  Briggs,  Scituate.  The  follow-  vft  )A^y 
ing  are  some  of  the  voyages  made  by  the  ^  Oak"  while  she  was 
owned  by  T.  B.  Wales  &  Co  :  182G,  from  St.  Petersburg  with 
hemp  and  sundry  merchandise.  1828,  Philadelphia  to  Rochelle 
wiMi  stnves,  hides,  bark,  etc. ;  also  voyjigo  to  Amsterdam,  with 
D  hogshesuls,  44  tierces  of  sugar,  also  oil,  etc.  1832,  New 
Bedford  to  Hamburg  with  oil.  1833,  New  Bedford  to  Bremen 
with  oil.  1834,  Charleston  to  Antweip  and  to  Amsterdam. 
1835,  St.  lago  to  Trieste  with  sugar,  coffee,  etc.  In  1836,  she 
made  three  voyages,  Charleston  to  Amsterdam  with  cotton  and 
rice,  Richmond  to  Amsterdam,  and  from  Amsterdam  with  gin, 
oil,  madder,  l>ean8,  wine,  seed,  barkette,  tenzel,  nutmegs,. 
Hnp|)an  wood,  etc.  1837,  Richmond  tx)  Rochelle,  and  Charles- 
ton to  Havre.  1838,  to  Rochelle,  from  Rochelle  with  brandy, 
vhicgar  and  ochre,  Charleston  to  Amsterdam,  and  from  Rochelle 
again.  1839,  to  Havana  with  gin ;  cargo  from  Havana  to 
Cowe,  etc. ;  Charleston  to  Havre,  and  from  Savannah  to  Liver- 
pool. She  sailed  from  Liverpool,  Apr.  24,  arriving  in  Boston 
May  2r>th.  1840,  Matanzsis  for  Cowe  and  a  market ;  Boston  to 
RocheUc.  1841,  from  Matsmzas  to  Rotterdam.  1842,  from 
Itio  dc  Jnneiro  to  Charleston  ;  from  Charleston  to  Amsteixlam. 
1843,  from  New  Orleans  to  Hamburg;  from  Matanzas  ta 
Trieste;  and  New  Orleans  to  Boston  with  pork,  ham,  lard, 
cotton,  etc.  Henry  Briggs  built  vessels  that  curved  from  bow 
to  stern,  being  very  low  at  the  centre  with  bow  and  stern  high,* 
and  as  tlie  style  changed  he  asked  Mr.  Wales  if  he  wouUl  not 
have  the  bow  and  stcu'ii  dropped  a  little  to  make  a  straighter 
vessel.  Mr.  Wales  replied,  "If  you  drop  the  bow  and  stem, 
you  drop  me ;"  but  afterward,  in  building  the  "  Oak,"  he  had 
her  bow  and  stem  dropped. 

Henry  Briggs  was  master  carpenter,  in  1822,  of  the  brig 
"LAPWING,"  17fi  tons,  of  Boston;  length  84  feet,  breadth 
22  ft»ol,  depth  10  feel.  She  Avas  owned  by  Henry  Ilovoy, 
Francis   Fisiier,  Francis  Stanton,  Ezra  Hyde,  Boston,  Jesse 

•  It  was  Uie  custom  antil  1815  and  later  to  build  vessels  with  crooked  gunwales  and 
stem  high. 
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Duiilmr,  Jr.,  Scituatc,  Orrico  King  of  lircwstor,  (lusttivus 
Locke  and  James  Sizor,  Richmond,  Va.  This  vessel  was  sold 
at  Canton,  China  in  1826.  C.  O.  &  11.  Briggs  built,  in  1823, 
the  brig  "OCEAN,"  173  tons  of  Boston  ;  owners  were  Nathan- 
iel H.  Emmons  and  Thomas  B.  AVailes,  of  Boston,  dishing  O. 
and  Henry  Briggs,  Scituatc.  In  182()  the  brig  "Ocean"  ni:ulo 
a  voyage  to  Itochcllc,  retunihig  witli  bmndy,  wine  and  nicr- 
chandise ;  and  in  1828  from  Charleston  to  Bremen  with  rice. 
She  was  later  used  as  a  Boston  and  Baltimore  packet,  and  in 
1852  was  in  the  North  Atlantic,  whaling.  «  In  1856  she  was 
changed  to  a  bark  ;  she  was  not  very  successful,  and  in  1864  was 
soldtoDavidC.  Oslmrn,  Sag  Harbor.  In  1867, she  is  said  to  havo 
been  lost  in  the  South  Atlantic,  though  the  report  gives  tlie  loss 
4}{  a  much  larger  vessel.  Henry  Briggs,  in  company  with  his 
brother  Cushing  O.  was  master  carpenter,  in  1824,  of  the  brig 
"BILLOW,"  160  tons,  of  Boston  ;  owners,  Nathaniel  H.  Emmons, 
and  Thomas  B.  Wales,  Boston.  Her  length  was  80  feet,  breadth 
21  feet,  depth  10  feet.  The  following  are  her  voyages  for  nearly 
fifteen  yeara:  from  1827  to  1830,  she  sailed  between  llochelle, 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Phihulelphia,  taking  from  the  homo 
poi'tSy  oak,  timber,  stsivcs,  rice,  cotton,  etc.,  and  bringing  Iwick 
dry  goods,  liquoi*s,  etc.  In  1830,  she  went  to  Palermo  with 
staves.  1831,  St.  lago  to  Trieste.  In  1832,  she  made  three 
voyages.  Mobile  to  Matjinzas  with  74,500  feet  of  board,  plank 
and  scantling  and  back  with  29,700  gallons  of  molasses,  and 
60  boxes  of  sugar,  and  to  Ilochelle  and  buck.  In  1833,  from 
Antwerp  to  Koclielle  and  back,  and  to  Ilochelle  and  return 
again.  1834,  Norfolk  to  llochcllo  with  staves,  and  l)ack  t4> 
Boston  with  48  pipes,  265  hogsheads,  267  barrels  of  branily, 
und  260  baskets  of  champagne.     183(),  to  Uochclle  and   back. 

1837,  Norfolk     to    Rochelle.       1837,    Norfolk    to    Itochelle. 

1838,  Rochelle  and  Bremen,  and  to  Amsterdam;  c:irgo, 
tobacco,  nialiogany,  etc.  1831),  Chailcston  to  Amster- 
dam. In  1840,  four  voyages:  liocliellc  to  New  York  with 
brandy,  back  again  with  Hour,  sluvc-s,  etc.  ;  ri'turncd  sui^ain 
with  brandy  and  from  Norfolk  to  Uochclle  with  sUivi's,  etc. 
At  what  poit  tlie  "Billow  "  ended  her  days  is  not  known,  but 
she  proved  to  be  a  very  successful  vessel  for  her  first  owners 
and  made  some  remarkably  quick  passages.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  Briggses  built  a  vessel  for  T.  B.  Wales  &  Co.  about 
every  two  years  and  usually  built  for  other  linns  in  Boston  or 
>icituate  Harbor  the  allenialci  years. 

Henry   Briggs,  in   conipany  with   his   brother,  was   m:uitcr 
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carpenter  in  1825  of  the  sch.  "ADAMS,"  111  tons,  owned  by 
Nathaniel  H.  Emmons  and  Thomas  B.  Wales,  Boston.  Capt. 
lleniy  Vinal,  of  Scituate,  says  that  about  182.'),  C.  O.  Briggs 
built  the  sch.  "ONTARIO,"  for  him.  The  Briggs  broOiera 
built,  in  1826,  the  brig  "OREGON,"  200  tons  of  Boston, 
length  89  feet,  breadth  22  feet,  depth  11  feet.  Her  owners 
were  Henry  Hovey  of  Boston,  Jesse  Dunbar,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  of 
Scituate.  The  next  year  they  built  another  vessel  for  T.  B. 
Wales  &  Co.  1827,  the  brig  "  BOSTON,"  242  tons,  of  Boston. 
She  was  a  two  decker,  with  two  masts  and  a  billet  head,  S).5  feet 
long  by  22  feet,  by  1 1  feet,  and  owned  by  Nathaniel  II.  Emmons 
and  Thomas  B.  Wales  of  Boston.  There  was  a  "  Boston  "  built 
at  the  Wanton  Yard,  which  has  been  incorrectly  stated  as  being 
this  vessel.  The  "  Boston  "  made  many  voyages  similar  to  the 
"Billow,"  the  "Wsive,"  etc.  In  company  with  Gushing  O., 
Henry  Briggs  was  master  carpenter,  in  1828,  of  the  brig 
"  I VANHOK,"  192  tons,  of  Boston;  owned  by  Joshua  Blake, 
Francis  Stanton  and  (Jcorgc  Hallctt  of  Boston.  For  a  time  in 
Briggs's  Yard  they  missed  large  amounts  of  the  chips,  which 
were  excellent  for  kindlings.  One  night  they  employed  an  old 
captain  to  watch  the  yard  as  they  mistrusted  a  man  who  lived 
down  the  river.  Aftc^r  waiting  for  several  hours  the  suspected 
man  came  rowing  up  the  river  and  soon  began  to  load  his  boat 
with  chips.  The  c:i|)tnin  who  wjus  on  the  wat-ch  called  out,  "I 
jun  here."  The  man  replied,  "So  am  I,"  but  it  frightened  him 
so,  that  he  did  not  come  sigain. 

Gushing  O.  &  Henry  Briggs  built  of  oak,  in  1829,  the  brig 
"CRONSTADT,"  copper  and  iron  fastened,  273  tons  register: 
length  100  feet,  breadth  24  feet,  depth  12  feet,  with  two  decks 
and  two  masts  and  full  model.  Her  owners  were  Nathaniel  H. 
Ennnons,  Thonuts  B.  Wales,  Samuel  Quincy  and  Moses 
Wheeler  of  Boston.  There  is  a  water-color  painting  of  the  brig 
"Cronstadt,"  hanging  in  the  office  of  Thomas  B.  Wales  &  Co., 
40  Water  street,  Boston,  representing  her  ashore  on  Falsterbo 
Reef,  off  Sweden,  Aug.  12,  1840,  then  under  the  command  of 
Capt,  Hatch,  from  which  painting  the  following  cut  is  engraved* 


BEiQ  "oaoMOTAiyr." 


The  "  Cronstadt "  was  cngtigcd  oliiefly  in  the  Russian  ti-ado. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  voyuj'ca  iiuide  by  her  wliile  dlte 
was  owned  by  Tlioniua  B.  Wiiles  &  Son.  In  1831 ,  she  iiiude  a 
voyage  to  Mutuiizim  und  Uuu^iu  wilii  ii  curgo  of  uoli'eo  Had  eiugur. 
In  1832  she  made  three  voyages  :  New  Orlcims  to  Boston  with 
cotton;  Miitanziis  to  St.  I'otursbui^  with  ISlSli  hoxcs  of  wliito 
sugar,  15  tons  of  logwood,  419  hogsheads  of  tolwicco,  109  boxes 
of  sugar;  and  fn>iu  Aloxandria  to  Anisli-nluni.  1H."M,  l.w*» 
voyages:  Cuba  to  St.  I'utei'slnirg,  with  sugiir ;  (!!liarhtsU>ii  lo 
!Mai-soilics  with  cotf^m.  IM.-I.'i,  I\Itita)i/.as  t^i  Si.  PnUii-sbui-';. 
183(>,  Charleston  to  Ituttordaui  ami  MatauziLs  to  St.  iVtursburg. 
1837,  three  voyages  :  two  from  liio  de  Janeiro  to  Ilmulmi-g, 
one  with  $10,000  worth  of  cofl'ee ;  the  other  voyage,  cofiee 
valued  at  £1962,  ISs,  and  from  Ch(irle8)^>n  to  Anistordaiii. 
183(),  Matanzas  to  St.  I'ctcrsburg.  18iil>,  Mobile  to  Amster- 
dam, and  Oharlv.Hton  to  AitisUuilam.  IKIO,  Matauuis  l^i  Kt. 
IV-tci-sburg,  and  fmni  (Ik^u  uiilil  IHI.'i  .slm  nia<lo  mwn  voyiig;o8 
between  the  i)oi-ls  of  Matunza^,  St.  I'utersburg,  Antwerp  and 
Charleston  with  sugar,  rice,  and  cotton.  In  1845,  she  also 
made  a  voyage  from  Matanzas  tu  London.  1846,  fram  New 
Orleans  to  Liverpool  with  cotton,  wheat  and  staves  ;  and  from 
New  York  to  Olusgow  with  Hour  and  oil.  1K47,  she  made  a 
voyage  from  Havana  to  St.  Petersburg  with  oil.  Of  coui-ae 
she  always  made  her  home  port,  Boston,  at  the  end  of  nearly 
all  of  tlie  above  voyages.    In  1861-t>3  she  was  owned  by  C.  H, 
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Rogora  at  Gloucester,  »nd  was  under  Captains  Higgins  and 
Ilerrick  respectively.  She  was  soon  afterward  sold  to  i>ei'Sons 
in  South  America,  and  in  1865,  was  owned  hy  Capt.  Lewin  at 
Montevideo. 

In  1829,  the  sch.  '^BILLOW,'*  83  tons,  of  Scituate,  65  feet 
long,  18  feet  broad,  and  8  feet  deep,  was  built  by  C.  O.  and  H. 
Brig^,  and  owned  by  Jesse  Dunbar,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Lemuel 
Webii,  her  «ipt4iin,  James  S.  and  Shadrach  Briggs.  The 
"Billow"  was  built  square  stern  and  had  a  billet  figure  head. 
C.  O.  &  H.  Brings  still  owned  in  the  "BUlow"  in  1836.  In 
1837,  William  T.  Briggs  Iwught  into  her,  and  about  1838, 
Charles  C.  Briggs  took  his  fathei**s  interest.  In  1844,  the 
Briggses  still  had  an  interest  in  her.  She  was  always  used  coast- 
ing m  the  winter  and  mackerel  fishing  in  the  summer.  The 
*•  Billow"  was  built  mainly  for  Capt.  Lemuel  Webb,  who  went 
master  of  her  for  many  years  and  afterwards  took  a  larger 
vessel.  The  last  voyage  made  by  the  "Billow "was  under 
Capt.  Eaton  Viual,  to  the  West  Indies.  While  there  the  crew 
contracted  fever,  of  which  Capt.  Vmal  died  on  shore,  and  his 
mate  Mr.  Jacobs  died  the  second  day  out.  She  was  then  in 
charge  of  two  men,  one  of  whom  Abijah  Otis,  of  East  Stough- 
ton,  is  now  living.  Tliey  drifted  about  for  some  days,  when 
thoy  were  obliged  to  leave  her,  and  took  to  their  boats  and 
wont  ashore  on  one  of  the  ishmds.  The  American  Consul  j)ut 
them  in  prison  for  several  months,  thinking  that  they  were 
piniU^s  or  had  mutinied  on  board,  and  they  were  not  relcjused 
until  they  could  get  word  from  Boston,  to  prove  their  state- 
ments were  true.  The  vessel  drifted  ashore  and  was  broken 
up  by  wreckere. 

About  1830,  or  a  little  later,  Cushing  O.  and  Ileniy  Briggs 
dissolved  partnership  and  built  on  yards  adjoining,  as  previously 
stated.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  old  letter : 

SciTUATK,  Nov.  8th,  1830. 
Messrs.  Benjamin  Rich  &  Son, 

Gents : 

Wc  have  got  our  brig 
down  the  river  and  have  been  waiting  five  days  for  a  wind  to  go  out. 
The  season  is  so  far  advanced  we  think  it  more  prudent  to  get  her 
insured  if  we  could  get  it  done  for  $20.00.  If  you  could  get  five 
thousand  insured  on  the  vessel  for  sixteen  or  twenty  dollars,  we 
should  like  to  have  it  done.     If  not,  we  would  like  to  know  the 
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lowest  it  could  be  done  for.  You  may  send  us  an  answer  by  the 
bearer  of  tliis.  The  vessel  has  two  masts,  three  sails,  chain,  cable 
and  anchor. 


Yours,  etc.. 


^  ^  ^^^^^^^^ 


This  letter  probably  referred  to  the  bri^  of  which  Cushing^ 
O.  Briggs  was  master  carpenter  in  1830,  flie  brig  **  HAMIL- 
TON," 164  tons,  Elisha  Cushman,  master;  owned  by  John 
M.  Pearson,  licnjumin  Humphrey  and  Koln^rt  (J.  Shaw,  lios- 
ton.  Henrj'  Briggs  Avas  master  carpenter  in  1831  of  the  I>ark 
"AVON,'*  299  tons  of  Boston,  ller  length  was  108  feet, 
breadth  24  feet,  depth  12  feet;  owned  by  Nathaniel  H. 
Emmons,  Thomas  B.  Wales,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Samuel  Quincy  and 
Moses  Wheeler  of  Boston.  John  Foster  in  a  letter,  doscrii>- 
tivo  of  an  exciting  meeting  of  tlio  Fninkhn  AsscH'iation,  dated 
at  Sonth  Scitnato  Jannary  15,  1831,  and  addressed  to  "lion. 
(/nsliing  Otis,  M.D.,  Boston,"  adds  the  following  |H)stscript : 
"One  thing  I  have  omitted  which  is  of  more  consequence  than 
anything  1  have  stated.  Mr.  Gushing  O.  Briggs  met  with  a 
painful  accident  a  few  days  since  in  the  yard  ;  falling  on  a  plank 
he  struck  a  large  nail  in  his  knee,  or  rather  just  below  it,  and 
he  has  not  been  able  to  move  it  since.  I  think,  Dr.,  he  needs 
your  advice  and  help.  Dr.  James  attends  him  ;  ho  is  well 
otherwise  but  1  undcrshind  it  pains  him  very  much.  Vr.  J. 
F.,  Jr."  Mr.  Briggs  wjus  con  lined  some  time,  but  later  was 
able  to  resume  work  at  the  yard.  Barnabas  W.  Briggs,*  who 
has  given  me  much  information,  writes,  **Nov.  28,  1831,  is  the 
fii*st  date  I  have  in  an  old  account  book  for  work  for  Gushing 
O.  and  Henry  Briggs,  although  I  worked  for  them  before.  I 
also  find  dates  of  Sept.  13,  1832,  Dec.  28th,  1835,  at  which 
time  I  was  working  for  thorn."  Ilonry  Briggs  was  master  car- 
penter, in  1833,  of  the  brig  "OAK,"  208  tons  of  BosU>n  ; 
owned  by  Nathaniel  11.  Knnnons,  Thomas  B.  Wales,  Sr.  and 
Jr.,  Samuel  Quincy  and  Ebenezer  Sears  of  Boston.  In  1834 
the  sch.  "GOLUMBIA,"  75  tons  of  Scituate,  length  65  feet, 
breadth  18  feet,  depth  7  feet,  was  built  by  Gushing  O.  Briggs,. 
and  owned  by  John  Beal,  Peleg  Jenkins,  William  Vinal,  Henry 
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Vinal,  Albert  Clapp,  Heniy  Bowers  and  Gushing  O.  Brigo;s.  ,    /j 

In  1836  the  Briggses  still  owned  in  her  and  she  was  under  l/^^^-^ 


A*  ^  ' 


I  f 


Capt.  Peleg  H.  Collier  coasting  and  mackerel  fishing.    Gushing    4^  j^,^* '"' 
O.  Briggs  was  master  carpenter  in  1835  of  the  brig  **GOLUM-  ,  c-f 

BIA,"  131  tons  of  Boston;  owned  by  Epluiiim  Lombard  and  'j  m. >^ 
Ammf  G.  Lombard  of  Boston  and  William  and  William  H.  >  Uv^' 
Fowle  of  Alexandna,  Va.  Henry  Briggs  wjis  master  cai*pen-  ,  *  ^' 
ter,  in  1836,  of  the  bark  "VERONA/' 555  Ions,  of  Boston.  ^'"" 
She  had  two  decks  and  three  masts.  Iler  length  wjts  102  feet, 
bretidth  22  feet,  depth  11  feet,  and  owned  by  Nathaniel  U. 
Emmons,  Thomas  B.  Wales,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Joseph  Perkins 
and  Siimuel  Quincy  of  Boston.  This  was  a  very  gooil  sissed 
vessel  for  this  yard.  At  one  of  the  launchings  on  the  Briggs 
Yard  Michael  Ford,  Jr.  says  that  he  rememlKsrs  the  vessel 
going  off  all  right  on  only  one  bilgeway.  She  went  as  straight 
as  M'ith  two.  Of  course  it  was  by  accident.  Gushing  O. 
Briggs  was  master  caipenter,  in  1836,  of  the  brig  "  ANGfiL," 
157  tons,  of  Boston  ;  owners  Jercminh  B.  Thompson,  Gharles 
B.  Fessenden  and  Benjamin  Hurd  Skinner  of  Boston.  This 
proved  to  be  a  very  unsuccessful  vessel  for  her  builder.  Gush- 
ing O.  Briggs,  who,  paying  his  men,  delivered  her  to  Thomp- 
son &  Fessenden  who  failed  before  they  paid  him  for  her.  The 
loss  fell  heavily  on  Mr.  Briggs,  who  soon  after  turned  his  ship- 
building business  over  to  his  two  eldest  sons,  Charles  G.  and 
William  T.  Briggs,  keeping  but  a  small  interest  in  the  firm 
himself.  The  last  vessel  built  on  the  Henry  Briggs  yard  wiuj 
the  brig  "ST All,"  which  was  begun  by  him,  but  ho  died  whilo 
she  was  building.  Elijah  Barstow,  his  son-in-law,  was  at  his 
death  bed  and  almost  the  last  thing  Mr.  Briggs  said  was, 
** Elijah,  you  must  help  Georcre  finish  that  vessel."  George 
Briggs  was  Henry's  son,  and,  although  Mr.  Barstow  was  build- 
ing a  vessel  at  the  same  time  in  Hanover,  ho  went  to  the  Henry 
Briggs  Yard  nearly  every  day  and  assisted  George.  The  ves- 
sel was  launched  in  the  spring  of  1838. 

William  T.  Briggs  was  master  cjirpenter  in  1838  of  the 
bark  "EMMA  ISADORA,"  213  tons  of  Boston,  Edwai-d 
Fletcher,  master,  and  owned  by  Henry  W.  Fletcher,  of  Bos- 
ton. Jn  1848  she  was  owned  by  Joseph  Swift  of  Gloucester, 
and  in  1849  by  Sanford  Henry  of  Chelsea.  This  vessel  was 
engaged  originally  in  the  Smyrna  tmde,  and  was  noted  for  her 
fine  sailing  qualities  and  for  the  number  of  missionaries  and 
the  quantity  of  New  England  rum  she  canied  to  Smyrna. 
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and  William  T. 
iggs  were  master 
•penters,  in  1840, 
the  brig  "SENA- 
TOR," 193  tons  of  Boston,  Bangs  Popper,  MuHtcr.  SIio  was 
owned  by  him  and  Elkanah  Bangs  of  lionton,  Jeremiah  Mayo, 
Theodore  Berry,  Joseph  Sampson  and  Joseiih  Crocker  of 
Brewster  and  Charles  C.  and  William  T.  Briggs  of  Seituate. 
Her  builders  sold  her  March  20, 1840,  for  $8300.  Some  of  the 
men  who  worked  on  her  were  Otis  Briggs,  Moses  Rogers, 
James  N.  Sparell,  Bela  Lewis,  Paul  Litchfield,  Ilai-vey  Litch- 
field, Ebcd  Hei-sey,  Benjamin  R.  Jacobs,  Samuel  Hatch, 
Joseph  Northey,  Watennan  Bailey  and  many  others.  G.  and 
S.  Manly  and  Eliphalet  Kingman  furnished  timber  at  $12  per 
M.  Thomas  Simmons  and  Experience  Curtis  also  furnished 
timber.  The  "Senator"  was  finally  sold  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
South  America.  Charles  C.  and  William  T.  Briggs  built,  in 
1840,  the  brig  "MICHIGAN,"  130  tons  of  Seituate.  She  was 
engaged  in  the  foreign  tnide  and  owned  by  Perry  P.  Coleman, 
Elijah  Jenkins,  Jr.,  Seth  Webb,  Francis  Thomjis,  Charles  C. 
and  William  T.  Briggs  of  Seituate.  Alexander  Anderson 
worked  painting  on  the  Briggs  yard  in  1840. 

Gushing  O.  Briggs  &  Sons  built,  in  1841,  the  bark  "SUSAN 
JANE,"  274  tons^  one  deck  and  three  masts;  owned  by 
Edward  Fletcher,  her  master,  and  Henry  W.  Fletcher,  Boston. 
This  was  the  last  vessel  built  on  this  yard.  The  "  Susan  Jane  '* 
was  used  in  the  Mcditernmcan  ti-adc.  Capt.  Edwin  Fletcher 
was  in  conunand  of  her  on  a  voyage  from  Boston  to  the  Modi- 
termnean,  during  which  vo3'age  she  experienced  a  severe  storm, 
and  while  running  before  the  gale  one  mornmg  a  heavy  sea 
washed  the  man  at  the  wheel  overboard,  but  he  was  got  on 
board  again.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  in  the  second 
"dog  watch,"  while  Capt.  Fletcher  and  the  mate  were  on  the 
quarter  deck  t]u\y,  togctlicr  wiMi  the  man  at  ihc  wheel  were 
waslied  overboard  and  lost.  This  wjis  about  1843.  Bcin<^ 
without  any  one  competent  to  navigate  her,  she  was  put  into 
Gibmltar.  In  1848  she  was  in  Malta  dismasted,  and  about  1859 
she  was  off  Sebastopol,  one  of  the  wrecking  expedition  raisin^* 
guns,  etc.,  from  the  Russian  men  of  war  which  had  been  sunk 
before  that  city  by  the  Russians  to  prevent  them  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy.  John  II.  B.  Lang,  of  Boston, 
who  owned  the  "  Susan  Jane,"  at  one  time,  says  she  was  a  "sauoy 
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little  cruft  and  would  8ail  like  the  wind."  IIo  sold  her  to  the 
Fayal  Inidc.  After  she  returned  from  Sehastopol  she  sailed 
between  New  l^edford  and  Fayal.  She  was  hullt  of  oak, 
was  copper  an<l  iron  fastened,  had  a  deck  cabin,  was  90  feet 
long,  24  feet  broad,  and  drew  11  feet.  In  1863  she  was  owned  by 
W.  II.  Topham  and  others,  New  Bedford.  The  same  year  she 
was  rebuilt  and  yellow  metiilled.  In  1865  she  was  owned  by 
Jolui  Feiris  of  St.  Jolui,  N.  B.,  and  under  Capt.  Iluzford.  In 
1874  she  wns  .still  owned  in  St.  John,  N.  B.,  and  ssiiling  under 
the  Ib'itish  lla<^,  Capt.  llucksford,  master. 

Of  the  sons  «'>f  Cushing  Otis  Briggs,  Oharles  C,  who  died 
April  11,  1843,  of  consumption,  was  a  noble  young  man  of 
great  promise  and  exemplary  character,  bearing  his  long  illness 
with  courage  and  resignation.  When  but  eleven  years  of  age 
ho  received  the  following  recognition  from  his  teacher : 

REWARD. 

This  certifies  that  Master  Charles  Briggs  has  committed  to  mem- 
ory Cumming*s  Modern  and  Ancient  Geography  once,  and  given 
correct  answers  to  665  questions,  relating  to  places  &c.  on  the  maps. 
Woodbridge's  Geography  nearly  once.  40  columns  of  Dictionary. 
34  verses  in  the  New  Testament.  36  pages  of  definitions.  Multi- 
plication Table,  and  10  pieces  on  different  subjects. 

]^Y  obedience  and  good  behaviour  he  has  secured  the  esteem  of 
his  instructress.  {Signed)     T.  F.  FOSTER, 

1S24. 

William  !Z'.,  :is  sfnted  elsewhere,  together  with  his  brother 
Charles,  succeede<l  their  father  at  the  yard.  William's  common 
school  education  was  sup[)lemented  by  brief  academic  courses 
at  Hanover  and  Weymouth.  Through  the  kindness  of  an 
honored  uncle  he  was  led  to  leave  the  ship-yard  in  1841-2,  and 
enter  Oneida  Institute,  at  Whitesboro',  N.  Y.,  from  which 
collogo  he  gradunlcd  in  1845.  Ho  then  entered  Andover 
Seminary,  and  while  there  received  a  call  to  the  Congrega- 
tional (!hurch  at  Noilh  Andover  where  he  wjis  ordained  and 
settled  ni  184G.  Later  he  accepted  a  call  to  Princeton  where 
he  was  installed  in  1855,  resigning  in  18G3  to  take  charge  of 
the  Educational  Department  at  Newborn,  in  the  military  dis- 
trict of  Morth  (/arolina,  which  position  he  held  until  the  close 
of  tile  war.  He  was  instjilled  in  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Kast  Douglas,  in  18()(),  resigning  in  1887  after  a  piistorate  of 
uninterrupted  harmony  of  twenty-one  years.  By  vote  of  the 
said  church,  he  is  still  **  Pastor  Emeritus."    His  services  are 
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sought  by  several  societies,  but  so  far  he  has  held  to  his  reso* 
lution  to  spend  his  declining  years  in  rest  and  quiet,  free  from 
labor,  enjoying  the  competence  it  has  been  his  foitune  to 
accumulate. 

James  Edwin  and  Harrison  O.  learned  the  art  of  shipbuild- 
ing at  tlieir  father's  yard  on  North  Kiver,  and  when  Edwin  (as 
he  was  usually  called)  had  attained  his  majority,  the  balance 
of  Harrison's  time  was  given  him  by  his  father,  and  together 
they  went  to  Boston  and  engaged  as  journeymen  shipbuilders. 
Subsequently  they  built  in  company  with  Capt.  Noah  Brooks 
at  his  yard  at  the  foot  of  F.  street.  In  1847  this  partnership 
Avas  dissolved  and  E.  &  H.  O.  Briggs  removed  (o  South  Bos- 
ton Point,  near  the  rolling  mills,  where  tliey  built  in  company 
until  after  the  war,  employing  mostly  men  from  their  native 
town  whose  skill  in  building  vessels  on  the  banks  of  the  North 
River  was  recognized  by  the  Messrs.  Briggs,  who  built  some  of 
the  fastest  and  most  famous  clipper  ships  that  have  ever  l>oen 
launched  in  tlio  United  Slates.  The  following  arc  some  of  tlio 
ships  built  by  them :  the  "Newton,"  450  tons  burthen  ;  "Reli- 
ance," 450  tons ;  " Oxenbridge,"  580  tons ;  "Mary  Glover,"  G50 
tons;  "Berkshire,"  650  tons;  "Southern  Cross,"  1,000  tons; 
"Northern  Light,"  1,050  tons,  which  was  built  for  Capt.  James 
Huckins.  She  made  the  quickest  passage  ever  made  between 
Boston  and  San  Francisco  around  Cape  Horn.  (See  report 
Secretary  of  Board  of  Trade  for  1882.)  Frank  H.,  son  of  H. 
O.  Briggs,  owns  a  fine  painting  of  the  "Northern  Light."  E. 
&  H.  O.  Briggs  also  built  the  "  Cape  Cod,"  850  tons  ;  "  Winged 
Arrow,"  1,150  tons;  "Meteor,"  1,1.50  tons;  "Golden  Light," 
1,150  tons,  which  was  struck  by  lightning  when  only  a  few  days 
out  on  her  first  voyage,  and  burned  to  the  water's  edge  ;  the  "  Jobn 
Land,"  1,150  tons  :  "Bonita,"  1,150  tons  ;  "Cyclone,"  1,150 tons  ; 
"Boston  Light,"  1,180  tons  ;  "Starlight,"  1,180  tons  ;  "Grace  Dar- 
ling," 1,240  tons ;  " Saracen,"  1,300  tons;  "  Cossack,"  600  tons  ; 
"Vitula,"  1,185  tons;  "Mamalukc"  1,300  tons;  ''Fair  W!^^,'* 
1,300  tons;  "Alann,"  1,200  tons;  "Joseph  rcnbody,"  1,200 
tons  ;  "Asa  Eldridge,"  1,300  tons  ;  "Drcadnaught,"  "Colorado," 
and  many  others.  About  1865  the  Briggs  Bros,  dissolved 
partnership  and  went  out  of  business,  each  having  secured  a 
competence.  J.  Edwin  Briggs  never  engaged  in  active  busi- 
ness again.  Harrison  O.  Briggs  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldcnuen  in  1860,  and  was  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee that  received  and  enteilained  the  Prince  of  Wales  on 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston.     Soon  after  ho  gave  up  ship- 
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building  ho  was  appointed  manager  of  the  Bristol  lino  of 
steamers,  which  position  he  held  until  in  connection  with  his 
brother,  Lloyd  Briggs,  he  opened  a  bankers'  and  brokers' 
office  at  GO  State  street,  Boston.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  president  of  the  National  Bank  of  the  Bepublic,  of  Boston. 

Lloyd  Briggs  worked  on  the  shipyard  until  1846,  when  he 
went  to  Boston,  and  in  1847  entered  the  machine  shop  of  Jabez 
Coney,  who  gave  employment  to  about  two  hundred  men, 
tw(».niy  being  a])[)rentice8,  and  served  his  time  as  machinist, 
lie  wsis  on  the  Portsmouth  Navy  Yard  about  a  your  and  a  half, 
and  assisted  in  "setting  up"  the  engines  in  the  U.  S.  S.  "  Sara- 
nac."  This  vessel  was  afterward  lost  off  California.  He  also 
assisted  in  "setting  up"  the  engines  for  the  floating  dry  dock 
at  that  yard.  He  was  afterward  on  the  Charlestown  Navy 
Yard  engaged  in  the  same  kind  of  work.  In  1853  he  left  the 
machine  shop  and  went  into  the  Broadway  National  Bank,  then 
located  on  Broadway,  South  Boston,  and  in  1858  into  the 
National  Bank  of  the  Republic,  where  he  was  teller  during  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  during  which  time  the  work  was  so 
heavy  that,  in  18G8,  on  account  of  his  failing  health,  he  removed 
to  Hanson,  giving  up  all  business  for  three  years.  In  1870  he 
built  his  present  residence  in  Hanover  Four  Corners,  Mass. 
In  1872-3  he  entered  into  the  stock-brokerage  business  with 
his  brother  Harrison  O.,  also  doing  the  notary  work  for  several 
banks.  He  is  now  notary  for  twenty-three  banks,  three  Tnist 
Conipani(\s  and  numerous  baukersi  his  son  L.  Vernon,  being 
associated  with  him. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


SQTUATE  MISCELLANEOUS  YARDS  AND  BUILDERS 

1694-1868. 


ASA  ROGERS,  ELISHA  MERRITT,  SAMUEL  TURNER,  JR.,  WILLIAM 
BROOKS,  SAMUEL  ROGERS,  LEONARD  LITGHFIELD,  F08TBB 
LrrcnFiELD,  CUMMINGS  LITGIIFIELD. 


CCITUATE  is  indebted  to  the  substantial  character  of 
•^  some  of  her  first  founders,  many  of  whom  came  from  Kent, 
foi*  so  soon  taking  the  lead  in  rates  and  levies  of  men,  which 
superiority  it  maintiiincd  until  the  time  of  the  latest  annals  of 
the  colony.  Samuel  Dcane  so  ably  wrote  the  history  and 
genealogies  of  her  early  inhabitants  that  to-day  in  many  fam- 
ilies his  book  is  prized  more  than  any  other  in  their  possession. 
He  touched  on  so  many  subjects  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
him  to  do  each  justice.  This  volume  is  devoted  to  but  one 
subject,  but  every  subject  referred  to  by  Dcane  in  hu  history, 
if  properly  written  up  before  it  is  too  late,  would  till  a 
volume  as  large  as  this.  Let  us  hope  that  this  work  will 
inspire  some  one  to  study  other  subjects  in  the  town's  history, 
and  publish  the  result  of  his  lal)ors.  Rev.  Samuel  Dcane 
gave  instmction  to  many  of  Scituatc's  young  men,  for  which 
he  rcceiv(Ml  fifl.y  con1,s  \)c\'  woi^k,  lie  was  <|niio  a  poot,  as  w<».II 
as  a  teacher,  and  wrote  many  hynuis  for  the  churches.  Tho 
following  poem  is  from  his  pen  : 

NAPOLEON. 

(Napoleon,  in  Italy,  wept  at  the  sight  of  a  faithful  dog  on  the  battlefield,  moaning  b7  tho 
side  of  blB  lifeless  master.    S^  Las.  Cases,  Vol.  1.  Part  IL) 

Strange  coroponnd  of  passion,  and  why  didst  thou  weep, 

At  the  faith  of  a  brute  to  his  master,  though  dead  ? 
Was  it  pity  t^atmov'd  thee,  for  thousands  that  sleep, 

Whore  thy  cruel  ambition  has  made  their  last  bed  ? 
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Dost  thou  think  ortho  nublos,  whutKS  ffonorouB  birth, 
And  whose  bearings  of  honor  cast  snades  on  thine  own. 

But  whoso  blood  thou  wouldst  ponr  out  to  water  the  earth, 
And  whoso  corses  stride  over  to  mount  to  a  throne  ? 

Didst  thou  think  of  the  widows  and  orphans,  whose  wail 
Strikes  the  clouds,  and  accusing  to  heaven  may  ascend  ? 

Or  that  Justice,  insulted,  may  wake  and  prevail. 
And  send  thee  an  exile  from  country  and  friend  ? 

Was  it  prophecy  boding  that  e'en  thou  should*st  die. 
And  tby  foes  rend  the  biood-sprinkled  wreaths  from  thy  brow  ? 

Or  did  shame  wring  the  deep,  scalding  tear  from  thine  eye, 
Even  shame,  that  a  dog  was  more  noble  than  thou  ? 

Strange  compound  of  passion,  ambitions*s  fierce  sway. 

All  mingled  with  meanness  and  pity's  soft  fire. 
The  worldshall  admire,  but  admiring  shall  pray, 

God  send  us  no  copy  of  that  we  admire. 

Samubl  Dbamx. 

Who  among  the  thousands  that  refer  to  **  Deane*s  History  of 
Scituato,*'  stop  and  think,  "  Who  was  this  Rev.  Samuel  Deane 
to  whom  wo  owe  so  much  ?  "  Perhaps  the  question  may  come 
into  their  minds,  and  they  may  turn  to  his  book  for  iiifoi*ma- 
tion  ;  hut  it  is  a  fruitless  search,  as  he  scarcely  mentions  him- 
self there.  In  vain  has  the  author  searched  for  a  likeness  of 
him,  but  apparently  none  now  exists,  if,  in  fact,  he  ever  sat  for 
one.  The  memoii*s  of  John  and  Walter  Deone,  published  at 
Boston  in  1849  by  Wm.  Heed  Deane,  give  a  very  elaborate 
account  of  Samuel  Deane's  ancestors  and  their  families,  but 
does  not  give  any  information  of  value  later  than  his  marriage. 
He  is  described  jus  Iwing  an  erect  and  handsome  man,  Iwiiig 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  six  feet  tsill,  with  a  beardless  face  full  of 
character.  He  was  the  authority  for  miles  around  on  horses, 
and  loved  a  good  horse  dearly.  Seldom  was  he  seen  travelling 
except  on  horseback,  and  riding  was  his  daily  exercise.  A 
niece  of  his,  now  living  in  Boston,  has  a  trunk  in  almost  a 
jjerfect  nUiio  of  preservation,  made  by  Samuel  Deane,  and 
covered  witii  the  hide  of  one  of  his  favorite  horses. 

^-^  descended  in  the  following 

I.     John  Deane,  who  came  from  Qiard,  England,  in  1636,  or 

11."    John  Deane,  b.  1G39  or  1(;40,  d.  1717. 

III.  Samuel  Deane,  b.  10(50,  d.  1731. 

IV.  William  Deane,  b.  1702,  d.  1773. 

V.  John  Deane,  b.  1740,  d.  1808. 

VI.  llev,  Samuel  Deane,  b.  1784,  d.  1834. 
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liev.  Samuel  Deane^  son  of  John  and  Abigail  (White) 
Deanc,  was  bom  in  Mansfield,  Mass.,  March  31,  1784.  He 
received  liis  education  at  lirown  Univei'sity,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  1805.  lie  was  ordained  Feb.  14,  1810,  21s  collciiguo 
of  Rev.  David  Hnrnes,  D.  J).,  over  the  Second  Church  in 
Sc'itunte,  Mass.  In  the  cemetery  o|)|H)site  this  ciuirch  he  and 
most  of  his  family  are  buried.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Second 
Church  for  twenty-four  years,  and  in  July,  1834,  I'esigned  on 
account  of  ill  health.  He  died  August  9,  1834.  His  works 
were,  (1.)  "Histoiy  of  Scituate,"  published  in  ]k)ston,  1831; 
(2.)  •'The  Populous  Villapre/'  a  poem  delivered  l)efore  the 
Philermenian  Society  of  Brown  University  in  182(>,  and 
which  was  published  ;  (3.)  "Discoui'se  on  Christian  Lil)ci'ty,** 
1825;     (4.)  "Discourse  on  Human  Nature,"  1827,  and  many 

Soems,  never  published.  Sevenil  of  his  sermons  were  printed, 
[e  left  in  MSS.  a  satirical  poem  on  "  Some  Literary  Eri-ors  of 
the  Age,**  delivered  before  one  of  the  literaiy  societies  of 
Brown  Univei-sity. 

Rev.  Samuel  Deane's  Descendants. 

Samuel  Deane^  was  bom  at  Mansfield,  Mass.,  March  30 
or  31, 1784,  and  died  at  South  Scituate,  Mass.,  August  9,  1834, 
as  has  been  previously  stilted.  Stella  Washburn,  his  wife, 
(daughter  of  Hon.  Seth  Washburn),  was  born  in  Raynham, 
Mass,  Jan.  23,  1787;  d.  Jan.  12,  1850.  Their  children  were, 
i.  Mautua  Phillips,  b.  June  22,  181 1,  in  Kaynham  ;  d.  July 
9,  1802.  2.  CiiAULES  FiiEDKRio,  b.  March  21,  1813,  in  Scit- 
uate; d.  in  Clncjigo,  TIL,  Dec.  24,  18()().  3.  John  Milton, 
b.  June  13,  181(1,  in  Siiluale ;  d.  May  22,  1832.  4.  Helen 
Maria,!).  April  9,  1819,  in  Scituate ;  d.  June  24,  1820.  5. 
Helen  Maria,  2nd,  b.  April  21,  1821,  in  Scituate;  mar- 
ried Dennis  Rockwell,  of  Chicago,  11!.,  Nov.  3,  1859,  and  d. 
Sep.  8,  1883  or  (1882.) 

Charles  Frrdkric,  eldest  son  of  S:nnuel  Doane,  mnrried  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Eloise  Atigusta  Boanlinnn,  formerly  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  Their  children  were,  1,  AVilliam  Horace  Hoard- 
man,  b.  Dec.  28,  1844,  in  Pekin,  III.  ;  2.  Charles  AV'^ashburn, 
b.  July  27,  184G,  in  St.  Louis;  3.  Eloise  Stella,  b.  July  2, 
1848,  in  St.  Louis;  d.  Dec.  30,  1849;  4.  David  Ilailley 
Armstrong,  b.  Aug.  10,  1850,  in  St.  Louis;  d.  in  Chicago, 
1869;  5.  Harry  Stjumard,  b.  Aug.  25,  1852,  in  Chicago. 
6.  Kitty  Eloise,  b.  June  20, 1854,  in  Chicago  ;  7.  Helen  Maria, 
b,  March  21,  1850  in  Chicago;  d.  in  April,  1888;  S.  Stella 
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Martha,  b.  Dec.  7,  1857,  in  Chicago;  9.  John  Milton,  b. 
Aug.  2J),  1859,  in  Chicago. 

KiTTiK  Eloise,  the  sixth  child  of  Clmrlcs  Frederic  Dcane, 
mar.  March,  1874,  Frederic  M.  Blount,  of  Chicago,  HI. 
Their  children,  1.  Kittie,  b.  March,  1875,  at  Chicago;  2. 
Harry  Deane,  b.  Dec,  1877. 

The  above  is  as  complete  as  has  been  possible  to  compile  in  a 
limited  time.  That  every  lover  of  Deane  may  be  able  to  form 
a  lM^U.cr  i<loa  of  tho  beautiful  dianu'tor  of  the  man,  the  two 
following  extracts  are  given.  Tho  lii'st  from  an  obituary, 
written  by  his  friend,  tho  Rev.  Ednmnd  Q.  Scwall,  for  the 
Christian  liefjistei^ ot  Aug.  23,1834,  Vol.  XIV.,  No.  2. 

"  Died  at  Scituate,  Mass.,  Aug.  9th,  Rev.  Samuel  Deane,  Pastor  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Society  of  that  place. 

********* 

'*11is  attempts  at  noctical  composition  were  not  numerous.  lie  gave, 
however,  to  the  woriu,  on  sonic  tmblic  occasions,  scvcml  pieces  of  niucli 
merit ;  and  in  this  paper  and  otiior  periodical  works,  he  nas  at  different 
times  allowed  to  appear  a  few  specimens  of  his  talent  in  this  kind,  which 
were  replete  with  images  of  household  tenderness  and  natural  pathos,  and 
a  part  of  which  discovered  a  capacity  for  powerful  and  graphic  description, 
both  of  objects  in  the  outward  universe,  and  of  action  and  passion  amouj^ 
men.  He  had  a  satirical  vein,  which  he  indulged  without  malice.  Uis 
fancy  was  often  sportive  in  conversation,  but  always  innocent  in  its  play. 
********* 

**  The  last  winter  while  subject  to  the  pains  whose  fniit  was  his  death,  he 
applied  himself  with  ardor  to  inquiries  respecting  the  newly-developed 
science  of  phrenology,  and  gave  the  results  of  his  inquiries  in  an  ablv 
written  lecture.  In  the  learning  of  his  profession  Mr.  Deane  was  well 
furnished.  In  some  dcpailnicnts  his  ac(|uisitions  were  more  than  the 
common  stock,  and  he  continued  to  acquire.  His  taste  for  natural 
science  was  such  as  would  have  led  him  to  much  devotion  in  its  purauits 
had  opportunity  favored.  He  had  at  one  time  a  carefully  selected  cabinet 
of  minerals.  He  had  acquainted  himself  with  the  books  of  Phillips, 
Cleaveland  and  others  on  this  and  kindred  branches.  For  history  he  had  a 
dech1o<l  predilection  and  indulged  it.  There  were  not  many  who  were 
Ix^tlcr  vorH(Ml  than  lie  in  tho  colonial  history  of  Tl  vniouth  and  M:ussachu- 
sclts,  among  those  whose  associations  have  not  led  them  more  directly  to 
make  such  subjects  their  study.  His  ••  History  of  Scituate  ^  affords  evi- 
dences of  research  and  talent  highly  respectable. 

********* 

"Mr.  Deane  never  ceased  to  speak  of  Dr.  Barnes  as  of  one  whom  he 
could  not  enough  honor.  The  tribute  he  has  inserted  in  his  "  History  of 
Scituate  *^  to  his  aged  colleague  is  a  memorial  of  the  virtues  of  both,  in  a 
relation  not  the  most  easy  to  sustain  without  fault.  Mr.  Deane  had  pro* 
])oscd,  in  the  hope  of  recovering  his  health  in  some  measure,  to 
remove  to  tho  distant  West.  But  (fod  had  appointed  other  issues.  His 
purimscs  were  broken  up,  his  visions  of  hope  deferred,  dispelled  forever, 
and  his  wearied  spirit,  with  no  more  pilgrimage,  bidden  to  its  linal  goal. 
He  met  his  last  disappointment  with  Christian  firmness,  and  prepared 
himself  to  die  according  to  the  will  of  God.    His  end  was  tranquil.** 
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The  otlier  extract  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Eev.  Wm.  P. 
Tilden,  from  a  letter,  and  from  an  address  delivered  by  him  in. 
Scituate,  Aug.  8,  1857,  (or  1858.) 

"Samuol  Deano  was  settled  hero  in  Feb.,  ISIO,  tho  year  before  I  was 
bom,  so  tlmt  I  liave  no  distinct  rcmembmnce  of  his  early  life.  I  think  of 
him  only  as  lie  was  in  later  years,  when  tlie  gray  hairs  were  upon  iiis  tem- 
ples, and  ill-health  had  taken  the  freshness  from  his  chedE.  He  was  a 
man  to  be  remembered  for  many  (qualities ;  but  my  first  impressions  of  him. 
are  more  of  his  splendid  sin^n^  m  the  pulpit  than  of  his  preaching.  He 
was  a  dear  lover  of  music,  lie  liad  not  only  a  delicate  appreciation  of  it, 
but  a  rare  capacity  for  making  it.  His  voice  was  high  anci  clear,  wilh  a 
peculiarly  musical  tone  distinct  from  all  other  voices,  yet  blending  happily 
with  them,  always  alone,  yet  always  in  harmony.  How  hid  light  gray  eyo 
would  glisten,  and  liis  wide  mouth  open  to  pour  out  tlie  high,  li(|uid  tenor 
when  some  favorite  old  tune  kindled  him.  Ho  had  one  peculiarity  not 
easily  forgotten,  that  of  waiting  till  the  choir  had  sung  partly  through  tha 
line,  and  wen  striking  out  at  tlie  beginning  in  bold,  clear  tones,  catch  up 
with  the  choir,  and  let  his  voice  mingle  sweetly  with  the  closing  notes. 
He  was  a  man  of  genius,  a  man  of  thought,  a  man  of  many  noble  qual- 
ities ;  but  he  was  peculiar  —  his  mind  did  not  run  in  old  ruts.  He  thought 
for  himself,  and  spake  his  thoughts  freely.  He  hated  all  shams,  espee- 
ially  in  religion.  Whittier^s  lines  to  John  Randolph  have  seemed  to  me 
peculiarly  applicable  to  him : 

'  Sworn  foe  of  cant,  be  smote  it  down, 
With  trenchant  wit  unsparing : 
And  scoffing  tore  with  rnthless  hand. 
The  robe  pretense  was  wearing.' 

**  He  had  no  patience  with  pretense.  Even  now  can  you  not  see  the 
scornful  curl  of  his  lip  at  mention  of  what  seomod  to  liim  like  hyi>ocri8y  in 
religion  or  meanness  in  daily  lifeP  Indeed,  he  carried  this  so  fur  as  to  do 
injustice  to  his  deeper  and  better  nature ;  for  I  have  no  doubt  his  strong 
repugnance  to  every  species  of  pharisaisni  often  led  him  to  hold  back  what 
his  heart  prompted  to  utter,  and  left  the  impression  that  lie  was  less  truly 
religious  than  he  really  was  at  heart.  I  lis  position  on  tho  Arininian  sido 
in  the  old  controversy  with  Calvinism  doul)ll(\ss  strengt honed  this  natural 
tendency.  Very  likely  he  may  have  felt  in  alter  life  Uiat  lie  had  erred  in 
not  speaking  more  directly  and  freely  with  his  people  upon  personal 
religion,  for  many  of  you  remember  what  a  change  there  was  in  the  char- 
acter of  his  preaching  during  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  when  the  an^el 
of  sickness  and  sorrow  came  down  to  trouble  the  waters.  Under  Uio 
baptism  of  trial  his  soul  seemed  to  gain  fresh  fervor,  and  eai*nestness,  and 
inspiration.  My  most  distinct  remembrance  of  him  is  at  this  period.  I 
remember  particularly  the  sermon  he  prcu^luul  aflxsr  Jolnrs  tieath,  an«f 
after  speaking  of  his  boy^s  lingering  illness,  with  trembling  lip,  and  eyes 
suflfuscd  with  tears,  ho  repeated  in  broken  uttenince  those  touching  lines 

of  Gray : 

*  One  room  I  missed  him  on  the  'enstomed  hill, 
Along  the  heath,  and  near  his  favorite  tree. 
Another  came,  nor  yet  l)eside  the  rill, 
Nor  up  the  lawn,  nor  at  the  wood  was  he.' 

••  I  remember,  too,  as  some  of  you  doubtless  do,  of  his  telling  in  that 
sermon,  that  in  speaking  with  John  one  day  during  his  last  sickness  about 
the  Lord^s  Supper  and  his  observance  of  it,  John  said  to  him,  *  Father,  do 
you  remember  how  on  such  a  time  I  went  into  the  gallery  to  remain  there. 
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daring  the   Commtmion   Service P'     'I  do,  my  son/    'Well,  father, 
/  went  there  to  commune  with  you  in  spirit? 

**  He  was  a  lovely  boy ;  his  death  was  too  much  for  the  stricken  father, 
whoso  frame  was  already  shattered  by  repeated  sicknesses.  You  remem- 
ber how  often  after  tliis,  his  deep  emotions  would  choke  his  utterance  in  his 
pulpit  services.  He  failed  rapidly,  his  old  disease  of  the  lungs,  against 
which  he  had  been  struggling  for  years,  prostrated  him  more  and  more. 
As  he  was  walking  one  dav  with  his  dear  friend,  the  Rev.  £.  Q.  Sewall,  he 
repeated  as  applicable  to  liimself ,  those  touching  lines  of  Cowper : 

'  I WM  R  stiickcn  deer,  hurt  by  the  archera. 
And  have  loft  tlio  herd.' 

adding  a  beautiful  line  of  Virgil,  which  speaks  of  the  arrow  quivering  in 
the  death-wound.  He  soon  followed  his  boy.  His  memory  is  still  green 
in  many  of  our  hearts,  and  I  am  glad,  as  one  of  the  children  of  his  flock, 
to  drop  this  leaf  upon  his  grave  as  a  slight  token  of  respect  to  his  memory.' 

The  Cushinffs  were  among  the  early  aristocracy  of  Scituate, 
and  the  following  items  relative  to  Judge  Cushing's  family  are 
taken  iVoni  some  old  nowspapei*s.      From  the  ^eto  England 
Weekly  Journal: 

"  On  Saturdav  last  (Mon.,  Nov.  24, 1729)  died  here  Mr.  Nathaniel  Gush- 
ing, Son  of  the  Hon.  Judge  Gushing  of  Scituate,  a  Young  Gentleman  who 
h(3  his  Education  at  Harvard  Gollege,  and  has  since  been  employ^  in  the 
Secretaries  Olllce,  and  several  times  as  Glerk  of  His  Majesty^s  Gouncil  for 
tliis  Province :  It  is  but  about  a  Month  past  he  entered  into  a  married  state, 
and  it  is  supposed  he  was  seized  by  Death  the  night  of  his  Marriage,  since 
which  ho  languished  till  the  time  of  his  Death.  An  affecting^  Instance  o£ 
the  vanity  oi  human  life,  even  in  the  Bloom  of  Youth,  and  affluence  of 
Worldly  rrosperity." 

From  the  Boston  Post  Boy  and  Advertiser ^  April  3,  1769  : 

**  We  hear  from  Scituate  that  Wednesday  morning  died  there  after  a 
lon^  confinement  Mrs.  Mary  Gushing,  aged  59  years,  the  virtuous  consort 
of  Uie  Hon.  John  Gushing,  £sq.  of  uiat  place." 

From  the  Boston  Evening  Post,  Sept,  16,  1771 : 

**  Married,  Thomas  Aylwyn,  Esq.,  of  this  town,  merchant,  to  Miss  Lucy 
Gushing  of  Scituate,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  John  Gushing,  Esq.,  a  judge  of 
the  Superior  Gourt.^ 

And  in  a  Boston  paper  of  Dec.  12,  1885,  there  appeared  the 
following : 

"  Ghrissie  Turner,  a  colored  woman,  who  died  on  the  12th  inst.  in  Bour* 
nedale,having  arrived  at  the  age  of  100  years,  was  bom  a  slave  and  lived 
for  many  years  in  the  family  of  .ludgo  Gushing  in  Scituate,  being  a  part 
of  the  dowry  of  Mrs.  Gushing  at  her  marriage.^ 

Items  rchitive  to  the  Turner  family,  also  among  the  early 
aristocracy  of  Scituate,  are  found  as  follows.  From  the  Boston. 
Gazette  and  Country  Journal^  of  Monday,  August  31,  1761 : 


SS2  TURNERS  —  WH.    YASSALL. 

« Wo  hear  from  Scituate  that  on  the  22nd  instant  died  Mr8.  Hannah 
Turner,  widow  of  Col.  Amos  Turner,  and  mother  of  Col.  Thomas  Clapp  of 
that  Town,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  her  Age :  In  every  Station  and  Condi- 
tion of  Life,  much  of  the  Virtues  and  Graces  of  the  Christian  were  con- 
spicuous in  her,  as  she  lived  desired,  so  slie  died  lamented.  She  died  in  a 
good  old  Age,  an  old  Woman,  and  full  of  Tears,  and  we  have  Reason  to 
nope  she  is  now  Partaker  of  Uie  Host  tlmt  romaineth  to  the  children  of  God 
in  a  better  World.** 

In  the  Post  of  Nov.  29,  1773 : 

*'  Married  at  Scituate,  Mr.  Wm.  Turner  to  Miss  Eunice  Clap,  daughter  of 
Nathl.  Clap,  Esq.** 

Also  in  the  Boston  Evening  Post^  Feb,  7,  1774 : 

*'  On  the  22d  of  Dec.  last  was  celebrated  at  Plimouth  the  anniversary  of 
their  ancestors*  first  landing  in  New  England,  on  which  occasion  the  Kev. 
Mr.  Turner  of  Scituate  dcliverM  a  discourse  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robbina*8 
Meeting  House  from  Zach.  IV.  part  of  thi)  9th  &  10th  verses.  After  which 
a  very  suitable  dinner  was  prepared  at  Mr.  Howland*s  where  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  people  with  five  of  the  Clergy  were  genteely  entertained  and 
the  day  &  evening  very  agreeablv  spent  &  to  the  honor  of  all  present 
Every  countenance  being  expressive  of  gratitude  &  joy  and  every  tongue 
exuberant  in  blessing  the  memory  of  their  pious  forefathers.** 

The  following  relative  to  William  Vassall^  after  he  left  Scit- 
uate, is  taken  from  a  book  entitled  "  The  Vassalls  of  New  Eng- 
land and  their  Immediate  Descendants,"  by  Harris,  pp.  4 
and  5 : 

"William  Vassall  in  1646  sailed  for  England  in  the  'Supply*  in 
aid  of  a  petition  for  the  redress  of  wrongs  in  the  government,  and 
never  returned,  but  in  1648  returned  to  Barbadoes  and  there  died  in 
1655,  aged  65  years.    His  will  is  dated  at  Barbadoes,  Jidy  13,  i6«;5. 
He  bequeathed  to  his  son  John  one  third  of  all  his  estates,  and  the 
remainder  to  his  daughters,  Judith,  Frances,  Ann,  Margaret  and 
Mary.     His  son  was  appointed  Executor,  and  in  his  absence  Nicho- 
las Ware,  who  appointed.  May  8,  1656,  Capt.  Joshua  Hubbard  of 
Ilingham  his  attorney  for  the  sale  of  the  Scituate  Estate,  by  virtue 
o{  two  writings,  one  signed  by  Resolved  White  and  James  Adams, 
Feby.  18,  1656,  and  the  other  by  Margaret  and  Mary  Vassall,  Mar.  3, 
1655-6.     The   estate  was   conveyed    by  Joshua    Hubbard   to  John 
Cushen  and  Mathyas  Brigs  for  X120,  and  consisted  of  about  120 
acres,  with  houses  and  barns.     The  deed  was   signed   by  Joshua 
Hubbard,  Resolved  White  and  Judith  his  wife,  and  James  Adams, 
July  18,  1657,"* 

An  old  rhyme,  which  "went  the  rounds"  tor  many  years 


*  See  farther  account  of  Vassall  in  Deane's  Uistorj,  and  in  chapter  on  Briggs  Yard. 
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about  a  prominent  man  with  a  poor  charactor,  is  here  revived 
for  tlie  edifioution  of  the  older  people,  viz. : 

"  Here  lies  the  dull  sleeper  called    ♦     ♦    ♦     ♦     ♦ 
Who  for  thirty  nine  years  has  played  off  his  jokes. 
Whose  days  of  probation  for  marriage  have  past, 
And  this  is  his  last  May  ;  yes  the  very  last. 
In  future  his  fate  will  be  hard  as  a  rock, 
He  will  lie  snoring  in  bed  till  past  ten  o'clock. 
Without  victuals  to  eat  or  a  deary  to  cheer  him, 
I  solemnly  hope  no  one  will  go  near  him ; 
A  hater  of  man,  an  insulter  of  woman : 
Like  a  blasted  old  tree  in  the  midst  of  a  common. 
Crown  his  gates  ye  May  nymphs  with  wormwood  and  myrtle 
More  fragrant  and  fair  than  a  salt  water  turtle." 

liev.  Sam^l  J.  May  was  one  of  Scituate*s  strong  abolitionists, 
lie  succeeded  Mr.  Deane  at  the  Second  church.  A  history  of 
his  life  has  been  published  in  book  fomi  by  the  Unitarian 
Society. 

There  came  from  Scituate  one  man  who  appeared  before  the 
world  a  beautiful  example  of  strength  of  character,  and  wha 
died  a  martyr  in  his  efforts  to  free  the  people,  for  whom  so 
many  lost  their  lives  later.  This  was  the  liev.  Charles  T. 
Toi^rey,  He  was  born  in  a  one  story  gambrel-roof  house, 
located  in  Greenbush  Village,  on  the  first  left  hand  comer 
northeast  from  the  old  Stockbridge  place  on  the  road  that  runs 
by  the  pond  to  the  harbor.  This  house  was  occupied  for  many 
yeai's  by  Calvin  Jenkins.  During  Mr.  Torrey's  incarceration 
in  Baltimore  jail,  after  his  conviction,  and  while  awaiting  sen- 
tence, in  1844,  he  wrote  a  book  entitled  ^  Homey  or  Oie  Pil- 
grimfl  Faith  Revived."  It  should  be  read  by  every  resident 
or  native  of  Scituate.  In  this  volume  he  speaks  of  Scituate,  or 
^^Ilome,"  as  he  calls  it,  as  follows : 

*•  The  first  settlers  were  generally  men  of  property.  Many  of 
them  were  scholars  and  accomplished  gentlemen.  They  impressed 
on  their  children  a  love  of  learning  and  a  refinement  of  manners 
that  has  never  wholly  disappeared,  in  the  darkest  periods  of  the 
annals  of  *  Home.'  Sound  in  their  religious  faith,  taught  the  value 
of  a  good  hope  towards  God  by  the  lessons  of  persecution,  there  was 
not  perhaps  for  two  generations  a  head  of  a  family  who  did  not 
belong  to  the  church ;  not  a  house  in  which  the  morning  and  evening 
sacrifice  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving  was  omitted.  No  law  was  ever 
needed  to  induce  the  people  to  sustain  a  sufficient  number  of  excel- 
lent free  schools,  and  for  more  than  a  century  from  the  settlement,  a 
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public  grammar  school  supplied  to  all  who  desired  it,  the  means  of 
a  more  enlarged  course  of  study.  While  the  rigor  of  the  early  faith 
and  piety  remained,  no  town  set  a  greater  value  on  the  higher 
branches  of  education.  For  a  century  and  a  half  hardly  a  foreigner 
has  entered  *  Home.'  The  few  who  came  were  soon  assimilated  to 
the  habits  and  feelings  of  a  people  born,  living  and  dying  on  the 
same  soil.  I  can  remember  twenty  families  in  one  section  of  the 
town  which  for  seven,  eight  and  nine  generations  have  lived  on  the 
same  spot ;  no  rare  thing  in  the  old  countries  but  quite  so  in  our 
new  and  ever  moving  land.  No  foreign  sources  of  corruption 
therefore  ever  came  in  to  make  the  sons  unworthy  to  bear  the  names 
of  tlieir  sires.     If  they  have  fallen  the  root  of  evil  is  from  within." 

A  stone  erected  to  the  memory  of  Rev.  Mr.  Torrey,  in  the 
•cemetery  at  Mt.  Auburn,  Muss.,  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tions : 

"REV.   CHARLES  T.  TORREY 

Bom  at  Scituate  Nov.  21,  18 13.  Graduated  at  Yale  College,  Aug. 
1833.  Ordained  at  Providence,  Mar.,  1837.  Arrested  at  Baltimore, 
June  24,  1844.     Died  in  the  Penitentiary  of  that  City  May  9,  1846." 


•*  Charles  Turner  Torrey  was  arrested  for  aiding  slaves  to  regain 
their  liberty.  For  this  humane  act  he  was  indicted  as  a  criminal, 
convicted  by  the  Baltimore  City  Court,  and  sentenced  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary for  six  years.  While  on  his  death  bed  he  was  refused  a  par- 
don by  the  Government  of  Maryland,  and  died  of  consumption  after 
two  years  confinement,  a  victim  of  his  sufferings.  It  is  better  to  die 
in  prison  with  the  peace  of  God  in  our  breasts  than  to  live  in  free- 
dom with  a  polluted  conscience. 


"Where  now  beneath  his  burthen 
The  t()ilin<(  slave  is  driven, 
Where  now  a  tyrant's  mockery 
Is  oflered  up  to  heaven. 
•  There  shall  his  praise  be  spoken. 
Redeemed  from  falsehood's  ban 
When  the  fetters  shall  be  broken, 
And  the  slave  shall  be  a  man." 


•*  The  friends  of  the  American  Slaves  erect  this  stone  to  his  mem- 
ory as  a  Martyr  for  Liberty." 


Drake  in  his  histoiy,  page  GSO,  relates  the  following :  "Feb., 
1761,  the  body  of  Maj.  Gen'l  Edward  Whitmorc  was  brought 
to  Boston  from  Plynioutli  in  the  sch.  ^Leopardy'  Thomas  Church, 
master.  He  was  coming  from  Louislmrg  to  Boston  and  fell 
overboard  and  was  drowned."    As  Capt.  Church  was  a  Scituate 
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man,  the  vessel  may  have  l>een  a  Hanover  or  Scituate  vessel. 
Barry  says,  "During  the  great  storui  of  April  16-17,  1851,  the 
sea  broke  completely  over  the  narrow  strip  of  beach  between 
the  Thinl  and  Fourth  CUns."  Wrecks  strewed  the  coast  after 
that  fearful  Htorm.  From  the  BosU)n  Ifews  Letter  the  follow- 
ing is  taken : 

'<  On  Friday  Apr.  6th.  1711,  Gapt.  Brown  in  a  large  sloop  from  Surra- 
nan  was  taken  on  Soituate  two  miles  from  the  shore  by  two  Placentia 
Privatoor  sloops,  32  men  in  each,  no  groat  guns.  Hro*vn  and  throe  of  his 
ninii  wftre  put  on  shore,  his  niiUo  nnd  one  oC  his  niou  wtTo  8ont  away  in 
tlio  sloop. ^ 

In  an  early  number  of  the  JSfew  England  Weekly  Journal 
appears  the  following : 

<*  On  Wednesday  night  last  (Aug.  28,  1728)  at  eleven  o*cloek,  Gapt. 
Joseph  Anderson  coming  from  Lisbon,  bound  to  this  place  in  a  Brigantine 
ran  on  the  rooks  near  l^ituate,  whereby  the  vessel  is  likely  to  be  entirely 
lost  and  much  of  the  cargo,  tho^  the  lives  of  the  men  are  sav^d  after  abun- 
'dance  of  fatigue  and  dimculty.^ 

Also  the  New  England  Weekly  Journal^  of  a  later  date, 
gives  the  following  account  of  another  vessel  as  follows : 

<*In  our  last  we  ^ve  an  account  that  a  large  Ship  had  run  ashore  near 
Scituate :  we  have  smee  been  informed  more  fully  of  the  same,  and  learn 
that  the  said  Ship  was  commanded  by  Gapt.  Wellington,  belonging  to  Bris- 
tol, and  coming  hither  from  Ijisb<m  loadeii  with  Salt,  that  on  or  al>out  Friday 
the  lOUi  Instant,  (Oct.,  1729)  she  ran  aground  on  Marshfield  Beach,  and 
tliat  after  a  while  six  of  the  Men  c^ot  into  the  Boat  to  go  on  shore,  but 
while  (liny  were  noar  the  Ship  the  Waves  beat  so  violently,  that  the  Boat 
iillcd  with  Water,  and  Jive  of  the  said  Men  were  drowned,  and  one  held 
by  the  Boat  and  got  again  into  the  Ship,  where  were  six  more  that 
remained  on  Board ;  that  soon  after  the  Ship  broke  to  pieces,  and  the  Salt 
washing  away,  the  part  they  were  in  lightened,  and  swung  nearer  the  shore, 
by  whicn  means  they  all  got  safe  to  Land.  The  Vessel  and  cargo  was 
entirely  lost." 

Ilcprescntations  of  the  earliest  vessels  were  those  built  and 
used  by  the  Egyptians.  They  were  small  vessels  or  galleys 
built  with  keels,  ribs,  and  planking,  without  decks,  but  strength- 
cihmI  crosswise  by  numerous  benclics  on  which  the  rowers  sat. 
It  is  mentioned  in  early  history  as  a  noteworthy  circumstance 
that  when  Coisar  invaded  Britain,  his  vessels  were  so  large  they 
could  not  reach  the  shore,  and  his  troops  on  disembarking, 
were  breast  high  in  the  water.  John  J.  Currier,  in  his  very 
interesting  Historical  Sketch  of  Shipbuilding  on  the  Merrimac 
River  y  published  in  1877,  states  that  "In  Newbury  port,  where 
they  had  every  facility  for  building  and  launching  large  vessels. 
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they  did  not  bnild  a  vessel  so  largo  as  594  tons  until  1836.** 
Undoubtedly  the  jf?r«^  vessel  of  size  sujficient  to  navigate  the  ocean 
launched  f}vm  the  shores  of  If eio  England^was  ^  a  faire  pinnace- 
of  thirty  tons^^  called  the  "  Virginia^^   which    according   to 
Strachey,  was  built  by  the  Popham  Colony  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Kennebec,  in  1607,  thirteen  years  before  the. landing  of  the 
Pilgrims   at  Plymoutli,  and  whicli   made   a   succossful  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic,  the  same  year.     Twenty-four  years  after 
this,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  1631,  Gov.  Wintiirop  launched  tlie 
^Blessing  of  the  Bay^^  the  first  vessel  built  in  this  part  of  tlie 
State.   This  vessel  was  built  on  what  has  since  been  known  as  the 
*'Ten  Hills  fann  "  at  Medford  on  the  Mystic  River,  and  about- 
fifty  years  ago  the  identical  ways  from  which  she  was  launched 
were  still  standing  and  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation.     She  was 
built  of  locust  timber  cut  up  on  the  farm.  *     Capt.  George  Henry- 
Preble,  U.  S.  N.,  in  an  ailicle  entitled  "  Early  Ship-building  in 
Massachusetts,"  says,  "  The  8hii)-caq>enter,  who  came  over  to 
the  Plymouth  people  in  1624,  soon  died,  but  not  until  he  had 
built  two  shallops,  one  of  which  was  employed  in  the  Fall  of 
the  next  year  to  carry  a  load  of  corn  on  a  trading  voyage  to  the 
Kennebec  Kiver.     She  had  a  *  little  deck  over  her  amid-ships  to 
keep  ye  come  drie  but  ye  men  were  faine  to  stand  it  out  in  all 
weathers  without  shelter.'     The  next  year   they  *tooke  one  oT 
ye  biggest  of  these  shallops  and  sawed  her  in  ye  middle  and  so 
lengthened  her  some  5  or  6  footo  and  strengthened  licr  tinil)ei*s 
and  so  Iniilto  her  up  and  laid  a  deck  on  her  and  so  made  her  a 
convcnicnto  and  wholesome  v(»..ssell  very  iilt  and  comfortable  for 
their  use  which  did  thcin  service  7  ycar-s  after;  and  they  gott 
her  finished  and  tilted  her  with  sayles  and  anch(n*s  ye  ensuing 
year.'     Such  were  the  lirst  vessels  of  the  Pilgrims."     Between 
the  years  1678  and  1706,  Scituatefar  exceeded  any  other  New 
England  town  excepting  Boston  in  the  number  of  vessels  built.. 
This  latter  year  she  was  eqnalled  only  by  Newbury  and  Salcni. 
The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  vessels  which  were  built  in 
Scituate  during  early  times.     Many  other  vessels  built  here  dur- 
ing these  years  can  be  found  under  the  chaj)ters  on  the  different 
yards.   In  1694,  there  was  built  the  sloop  "MAYFLOWER,"  25 
tons ;  owners,  the   Captain,  James  Truworthy,  Boston,  Johu 
Warren,  Thomas  Dalton  of  the  Island  of  Providence.     1694, 
sip.  "KATHARINE,"   25   tons,  Capt.   Samuel  Hill;  owners^ 
Samuel    Heymau   and  Robert  Knowles,  Charlestown.     1694^ 


*  See  Chapter,  North  River,  Coatiaaed. 
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brig't'n  •* PRIMROSE,"  50  tons,  Philip  Bass,  master;  owners, 
Andrew  Belcher,   John    Eyer,   Jeremiah   Dummer,   William 
Clarke,  Boston,   Edw.   Shippen   of  Philadelphia.     1695,  ship 
"  SPEEDWELL,"  60  tons ;  owners,  Capt.  Thomas  Burrington, 
John   Foster,   Benjamin   Alford,   Edward  Thomas,  Abraham 
Blish,  of  Boston.    1695,  sip.  ''  SPEEDWELL,"  25  tons ;  James 
Seyward  of  Gloucester,   owner  and  master.     1695,   brig't'n 
**JOIIN  &   ABIEL,"   60  tons;    owners,   John  Ireland,   her 
master,  Andrew  Belclior,  John  Eyer,  George  Cable  and  Jeremiah 
Allen  of  Itoston,  and  Richard  Clayton  and  Edward  Parson  of 
the  Island  of  Mount  Senit.    1696,  ship  ''  DOLPHIN,"  100  tons  ; 
owncre,  Capt.  Giles  Fyfield,  Samuel  Lillie  and  l<klward  Mailin, 
merchants,  John   Rusk,  Samuel   Greenwood,  ^Hiomas  Bilker, 
Nathaniel  Henchman,  all  of  Boston.     1696,  brigTn  *•  ADVEN- 
TURE,"  50  tons,  Capt.   Andrew  Rankin;  owners,   Andrew 
lielcher,  Daniel  Oliver,  Andrew  Rankin,  of  Boston,  and  Isaac 
Little  of  Mai-shfield.     1696,  ship  "  SPEEDWELL,"  100  tons, 
Capt.  Robert  White ;  owners,  Samuel  Lillie,  Edward  Martin, 
Sanutcl  Greenwood,  Thomas  Baker  and  John  Buck,  Boston, 
and  Giles  Fifield.     1696,  sip.  '' HOPEWELL,"  35  tons,  Scit- 
uate;  owners,  William  Webster  of  Piscatag,  N.  H.,  and  John 
Linkler,  of  Boston.     1696,  ship  ''ANDREW  &  SAMUEL," 
80  tons  ;  owners,  Andrew  Belcher,  and  John  Colman,  merchants, 
Samuel  Lillie,  and  Daniel   Oliver,  all   of  Boston.     1697,  sip., 
afterwards,  brigVn,  ''  HOPEWELL,"    60    tons,   Capt.   Wm. 
Rouse;     owner,     Samuel     Lillie,     Boston.        1697,    brig't'n 
•'MICILVEL  &  SAMUEL,"  60    tons;    owners,   the    Capt., 
Thomas  Lillie,  and  Samuel  Lillie  of  Boston,  and  Michael  Lam- 
bert of  the  Island  of  St.  Christophers,  merchant.     The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  in  full  of  the  register  or  oath  taken  by  the  owners 
or  builders,  viz. : 

**  16^7-8.  Daniel  Zachary  of  Boston  in  New  England,  Ironmon- 
ger, being  a  professed  Quaker  did  solemnly  declare  m  the  presence 
of  Almighty  God  the  witness  of  the  truth  of  what  he  said.  That  the 
sip.  "UNITY,"  of  Boston,  aforesaid,  whereof  Matthew  Estis  is  at 

f  resent  Master,  beine  a  square  sterned  vessel  of  the  burthen  of  about 
orty  Tons,  was  built  at  Scituate  in  New  England  around  1697,  and 
that  he  the  said  Daniel  Zachary  is  at  present  sole  owner  thereof  and 
that  no  forreigner  directly  or  indirectly  hath  any  share  or  part  inter- 
est therein. 

Dedarat  Cor. 

William  Stoughton  &  Jahted  Brenton,  Colleciars. 

The  above  Mathew  Esies  was  probably  a  Hanover  man,  and 
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the  same  that  resided  on  a  fami  in  West  Hanover,  where   a 
descendant,  Henry  Estes,  now  resides,  and  this  latter  vessel, 
built  for  Quakers,  may  have  been   built  by  Edward  Wanton. 
1697,  brigTu**  HOPEWELL,"  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica   in 
1699 ;  ownei*s,  Capt.  Jolm  Sadler,  Boston,  William  Smith   of 
Jamaic4i.    1698,  ship  *'TRYAL,'*  60  tons,  hailing  from  Taunton, 
Capt.  James   Smith ;   ownci*s,  David  JcflVies  of  Boston,  and 
Morris  Hammond  and  Simon  Stacey  of  Taunton.     1698,  sip. 
••ENDEAVOUR,"  20  tons,  Capt.  John   Bowdon;  Benjamin 
Gallop  of  Boston,  owner.     1698,  sip.  "FRIENDS  ADVEN- 
URfi,"  30  tons,  Capt.  John  Tapper ;  owner,  Robert  Evans,  of 
Boston.     1698,  ship  'MOIIN  &  ABIAL,''  100  tons,  hailing 
from  Mount  Scr.it ;  owners,  Capt.  John  Ireland  of  lk)ston,  Col. 
Anthony  Hodges  and  James  Donnalson  of  the  Island  of  Mount 
Serat,  and  Thomas  Thompson  of  Pool,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, residing  in  Boston  in  1702,  a  professed  Quaker.     As 
will  be  seen  the  a1>ove  were  built  during  the  sixteen  hundreds. 
Conuncncing  with  Iho  ywir  1700  thoro  was  built  in  Scituato,  in 
1700,  the  sloop  "  ELlZABl^mi,"  20  tons;  owncu-s,   William 
Goddard,  mariner,  and  Elenzer  Darby  of  lioston  ;  also  in  170O, 
the  sloop  "CONTENT,"  ao  tons;  ownoi-n,  Samuel  Lillio,  mor- 
chant,  and  Tobias  Greene,  mariner,  of  Boston,  and   Nathaniel 
Lommis ;  also  in  1700,  the  briofVn  "PRUDENT  SARAH,**  50 
tons  ;  owners,  Capt.  Thomas  Tomlin  and  James  Allison,  of  the 
Island  of  Jamaica  ;  and   also  in    1700,  the  katch  "HOPE,"  30 
tons ;    owner,    Ctipt.    Thomas    Lasenby,   Boston.     There   was 
built  in  Scituate,in  1701, the  brig  "MAYFLOWER,"  30  tons  ; 
owners,    Charles   Sliepard,   merchant,  and    David   Jeffries   of 
l^oston.     In  1703,  the  brigVn  "WILLIAM  &  THOMAS,^  72 
tons,  Capt.  Francis  Plaistcd  ;  owners,  William  Fenton  and  son, 
Thomas  Fenton,  and  Jacob  Doval  of  the  Island  of  Nevis  ;  also 
in   1703,  the   sloop  "  IIENNERETA,"   20  tons,    Capt.   John 
Jarvis ;  owner,    John   Frizell ;  and   also   in    1703,   the   sloop 
"JOHN  &  DANIEL,"  30  tons  ;  owners,  Daniel  Middleton  and 
Jolm  Frizoll  of  Boston.     In  1704,  the  sloop  ''  FRANCES,"  20 
tons,  was  built  at  Scituate,  before  called  the  *^  jMrkc"  of  Bos- 
ton ;  owners,  Timo.  Harris,  English  merchant,  in  Opoilo,  and 
David  Jeffries  of  Boston  ;  also  in    1704,  the   ship  "JOHN  & 
DAVID,"   60   tons ;    owners,  David  Jeffries,    merchant,  and 
John  Frizell  of  Boston;  also  in  1704,  the  brigTn  "DORO- 
THY," 40  tons ;  owners,  David  Jeffries,  merchant,  and  John 
Frizell  of  Boston  ;  also  in  1704,  the  brigVn  "  DOVE,"  45  tons  ; 
owner,  Samuel  Lillie,  of  Boston;  and  lastly  in  1704,  the  ship 
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•*  ADVENTURE,"  60  tons ;  owner,  Nicholns  Rol)orts  of  Bos- 
ton.  In  1705,  the  hn^Vn  "SWALLOW,"  30  tons,  was  built 
at  Scituatc;  owner,  «]oTin  Frizell  of  Boston  ;  also  in  1705,  the 
brigVn  "AliltJAIL  &  SAllAII,"  GO  tons;  ownci-s,  Edward 
Martyn  and  William  Hutchinson,  merchants,  and  Thomas  Pal- 
mer of  Boston  ;  also  in  1705, the  sloop  "  BENJAMIN,"  30  tons, 
owner,  Benjamin  Flood  of  Boston;  and  lastly  in  1705, 
the  sloop  "AMITY,"  50  tons;  owners,  Daniel  Oliver,  Francis 
Clarke  and  William  Wcllatocd  of  Boston,  merchants,  and 
Nathaniel  Oliver  of  Bcwton.  In  1706,  the  hrigTn  "TYGEK," 
60  tons,  wjis  built  at  Scituate ;  ownera,  Thomas  Palmer  and 
Edward  Martyn  of  Boston  ;  also  in  170G,  sloop  "BETTY,"  40 
tons ;  owners',  Andrew  Belcher  and  Charles  Chambei's  of 
Charlestown;  and  also  in  1706,  brig't'n  "GOOD  LUCK,"  70 
tons ;  owners,  Samuel  Liilie,  merchant  and  John  Buggies  of 
Boston.  In  1711 ,  the  ship  "  JOHN  &  DOROTin%"  80  tons, 
was  built  at  Scituate ;  John  Frizell  of  Boston,  owner;  and  in 
1712,  the  brigTn  "MAYFLOWER,"  30  tons  ;  John  Frizell,  of 
Boston,  owner.  The  absence  of  official  records  leaves  the 
history  of  shipbuilding,  during  the  middle  of  the  18th  century, 
a  blank  as  has  been  elsewhere  stated,  but  the  following  petition 
found  among  some  old  MSS.  will  be  read  with  interest  by 
many : 

*  *  To  the  Honourable  Senate  rf  Honourable  House  of  Represent  a* 
iivcs  in  General  Court   Assembled*,     The  petition  of  the  undcr- 
si[!;ncd  an  inhabitant  of  Scitnntc  rcspcctfrJly  shows.     That   in   the 
year  i775»  he  was  the  owner  ol  \  part  of  a  sch,  burthened  44  tons^ 
one  year  old,  which  was  all  the  property  he  then  had.     Said  vessel 
was  laid  up  in  a  creek  of  Scituate,  in  the  month  of  April,  1775.   The 
rigging  &  sails  were  taken  from  their  places  and  stored  in  the  cabin 
and  hold.     Some  time  in  June  or  July  of  the  same  year  a  party  of 
soldiers  sent  by  the  committee  of  Public  Safety  of  the  town  of  Cofias- 
sct  went  and  took  said  sails  and  carried  them  to  Roxbury  to  be  used 
for  tents  for  the  Army.     Your  petitioner  was  at  that  time  a  Militia 
soldier  in  actual  service.     He  was  aflerwards  paid  the   number  of 
dollars  his  sails  were  said  to  be  worth   in   Continental   money,  the 
value  of  which  at  the  time  was  a  mere  trifle.    He  afterwards  lent  the 
state  a  hundred  pounds  of  his  own  hard  earnings  and  took  a   note 
signed  Henry  Gardner.     In  about  18  years  after,  received  a   State 
note  in  lieu  thereof  for  two  hundred   and  ten  dollars.     The  above 
facts  your  petitioner  is  abundantly  able  to  establish  before  any  com- 
mittee which  your  Honours  may  depute  to   hear  the  same.     He   is 
now  Si  years  of  age,  infirm  &  poor,  has  no  relatives  or  friends  of 
suihcient  pecuniary  ability  to  support  him.     He  therefore  prays  your 
Honours  to  take  a  compassionate  view  of  his  case,  and  award  him 
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that  justice  which  to  you  shall  seem  meet  and  proper,  and  as  in  duty 
bound  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed) 

Jared  Battlks.** 

The  first  ship-buildor,  whom  it  has  l)een  found  impossible  to 
lociito  at  any  [larticulur  yard  in  ScituatOy  is  Ana  Jio</ers^  who 
built  hero  in  1803,  the  sch.  '^MORNING  STAR,'*  (see  Rogers 
Yards).  Another  shipbuilder,  whom  it  has  been  impossible  to 
locate  during  all  the  years  he  built,  is  Elisha  MerriU  who  lived 
on  the  Black  Pond  Road,  South  Scituate.  He  was  brother  of 
Consider,  whose  son  Joseph  built  on  the  Cliittendcn  Yard. 
Elisha  had  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  now  living  in  Norlli 
Scituate.  They  arc  Jose}>li  II.,  a  wheelwright  and  CununingSy 
a  blacksmith.  Elisha  was  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Priscilla  Merritt» 
and  a  lineal  descendant  of  Henry  Merritt,  who  was  in  Scituate 
in  1628,  (see  Deane's  •*  History  of  Scituate  ") . 

built  a  fishing  schooner,  the 
**  Mozart,"  40  tons,  about 
1837,  above  the  tide  mill  at 
Cohasset  for  his  brother  Francis ;  and  earlier  or  in  1829  the  8ch. 
**£lizabeth,"  57  tons,  for  James  Collier.  He  also  built  one 
vessel  at  the  Harbor  at  King's  Landing  by  the  old  carding 
mill.  He  was  partner  at  one  time  with  Copeland,  Pratt  and 
others  at  the  Fox  Hill  Yard,*  and  the  following  vessels  which  he 
built  at  Scituate,  he  may  have  built  in  this  yard.  In  181(),  the 
Bch.  *'UNION,"  48  tons  ;  ownei-8,Klijsha,  Bcnjann'n  and  Consider 
Merritt,  Jr.,  Freeman  Litchticld,  Samuel  Ililand,  Silvester 
Clapp  and  Caleb  liailey  of  Scituate.  In  181J),  the  sch. 
"LrrTLE  MARTHA,"  55  tons,  of  Boston.  In  1825,  the  sch. 
•*  LAGRANGE,"  73  tons ;  owned  by  Lemuel  Webb,  Jesse 
Dunbar,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  John  Beal,  Pcleg  Jenkins  and  Simeon 
Bates,  Jr.,  of  Scituate.  He  also  built  in  Scituate,  in  1831,  the 
sch.  **  ELLEN,"  61  tons,  of  Cohasset,  afterwards  of  Orleans. 

was  a  shipbuilder  in 
Scituate  during  the  early- 
part  of  this  century. 
One  report  says  he  built  on  North  River,  but  an  old  resident  at 
the  harbor  says  he  remembers  his  building  the  ** Richmond** 
in  the  Samuel  Kent  yard  at  the   harbor.     In  any  case,  the 


*  Sod  dutpter  on  Fox  Hill  Yard. 
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following  vessels  were  built  by  him,  and  in  Scituate.  In  1817, 
the  sch.  •* MONROE,"  47  tons,  of  Boston;  owners,  Theodore, 
Samuel,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Turner,  Ilersey  Litchfield,  Ellas 
Pinein,  Benjamin  U.  Jacobs,  of  Scituate,  and  others.  Also 
in  1817  the  brig,  **  RICHMOND,'*  116  tons,  of  Boston. 
Altered  into  a  schooner  in  1828 ;  owners,  Jesse  Dunbar,  Sr. 
and  Jr.,  Capt.  Seth  Webb  of  Scituate,  and  others.  Samuel 
Turner  has  one  daughter  now  living,  the  widow  of  Frank 
Brooks,  who  wjus  hou  of  William  Jirooks^^  who  was  a  shij)- 
builder,  and  built  in  Scituate  in  1818  the  sch.  ^  GOLCONDA," 
78  tons,  of  Boston, 
but  at  what  yard  he 
built  we  have  been 
unable  to  ascertain. 


Samuel  Rogers  built  in  Scituate  in  1817  the  sloop  ''NANCY.*' 
(See  Rogera  Yards.)  There  was  also  built  in  Scituate  in  1818, 
at  some  yard  unknown,  the  sch.  **  FOUR  BROTHERS,"  53  tons, 

,       of  Boston,     by 

^  f        9  jt  ^  .»^^v5f  master    carpen- 

^(d.^^i'^ei^^*^  ^^t>^^^ ^^^i'^^  t;er,  who  lived  in 

Beech  wood, 
North  S(*'ituate.  His  gmndson,  John,  now  lives  in  North  Scit- 
uate. He  has  also  a  grand-daughter,  Juliza,  now  living.  The 
wife  of  Thomas  Lawrence,  of  Somerville,  is  a  daughter  of 
Leonard.     He  also  had  sons  Addison,  John  and  Foster. 

There  was  built  in  Scituate  in  1819,  at  some  yard  not 
known,  the  sch.  "FOUR  SISTERS,"  (57  tons,  of  Boston,  by 

master  carpenter.  She  was 
owned  by  Hall  &  Billings,  and 
Martin  D.  and  Benjamin  Mer- 
ritt,  Lindale  Tilden,  Elijah 
Pierce,  Silas  Clapp  and  Leonard  Litchfield,  of  Scituate. 

The  last  shipbuilder  that  comes  under  this  chapter  is  Gum-- 
mintjfi  Litchjidd.  He  had  built  in  company  with  James  S. 
Burrcll,   at  the   Wanton    yard,  and   under  the    chapter  de- 


•William  Brooks,  the  sbiplraUder,  was  piobablj  tiie  son  of  WUliAm  and  Bettjf 
Brooks,  of  Sdtuate,  as  Uiej  had  a  son  WUliam,  b.  March  12, 1771. 
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voted  to  that  yard,  can  1)o  found  a  sketch  of  his  life,  and  the 
vessels  he  built  there.  In  1852  he  conceived  the  novel  idea  of 
building  a  vessel  in  his  owh  door  yard.  Ho  got  his  timber  and 
plank  ready,  laid  the  keel,  and  went  to  work  on  a  schooner  of 
35  tons,  and  soon  had  '*as  handsome  a  little  vessel  ready  for 
launching  as  was  ever  built  three  miles  from  the  water ;  '*  tlio 
keel  being  laid  on  the  land  between  his  residence  in  1889,  and 
the  house  of  the  late  Misses  Sally  and  Rachel  Lapham.  It 
was  named  the  "  ONLY  SON,"  and  great  preparations  were 
made  to  get  it  into  the  river.  The  roads  in  that  vicinity  aro 
hard  to  tmvel,  and  most  people  thought  the  first  rising  ground 
would  be  the  last  resting-place  of  the  **  Only  Son."  Not  so 
Mr.  Litchtield.  He  procured  four  sets  of  tlie  heaviest  axlos 
and  wheels,  got  his  vessel  well  in  position,  hitched  on  eighteen 
pairs  of  large  oxen,  and,  accompanied  by  nearly  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Scituate  and  neighboring  towns,  slowly  moved 
his  cumbersome  load  to  Union  bridge,  where  it  was  launched 
without  accident.  The  "Only  Son"  was  named  after  Wil- 
liam, the  only  s<m  of  Cunnnings  Litchfield.  She  is  registered 
as  23  tons,  built  at  Scituate  in  18G0,  and  she  was  owned  by  Mr. 
Litchfield.  Her  fii-st  voyage  was  from  Charlestown  to  Grand 
Manan  freighting.  Later,  she  went  to  Bay  of  Fundy  cod- 
fishing,  under  Capt.  Trim.  Afterward  she  was  run  as  a  packet 
from  Scituate  to  Boston,  and  back  to  Grand  Manan,  where 
she  saved  forty  tierces  of  wine  from  a  vessel,  and  got  quite  a 
salvage.  She  was  finally  sold  to  Grand  Manan  to  go  cod- 
fishing. 

Cummings  Litchfield  had  a  ship-yard  next  to  Union  bridge, 
just  below  on  the  Scituate  side,  and  here  he  built  one  schooner 
and  several  "gundalows."  He  built  in  1868  the  sch.  "PER- 
FECT,"  2G  tons,  at  Union  bridge.  She  was  used  fishing  two  or 
three  years  under  Capt.  Israel  Merritt;  then  lumbering. 
Later,  Capt.  Litchfield,  her  builder,  took  command  of  her  and 
wont  to  (ilouccster  and  other  voyages.  She  wjw  very  fast,  and 
cut  a  bliino  in  the  dillcrcnt  ports.  His  last  trii)  in  her  wsts  to 
Bucksport,  Me.,  where  he  sold  her  in  the  spring  of  the  year. 
Among  other  gondolas  or  "gundalows"  which  he  built  at  Union 
bridge  were  the  following:  "SEA  BOY,"  "EUREKA,**  and 
"RED  ROVER." 

We  now  conic  to  the  vessels  whose  builders  have  not  l)een 
asceilained,  neither  do  we  know  at  what  yards  they  were  built ; 
but  it  is  certain  they  were  all  built  in  Scituate,  Mass.     There 
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was  built  here  in  1786  the  sch.  **  DIANA,''  30  tons,  of  Cohasset ; 
owners,  Joseph  Phillips  and  William  Macomber,  ofMarshfield; 
also  ill  1786,  the  sch.  "  CENTURION,"  47  tons,  Samuel  Clapp, 
owner,  of  Scituate.     In  1787,  the  sch.  ''BETSEY,"  51  tons,  of 
Boston.     In  1787,  the  sch.  "DOLPHIN,"  44  tons,  "  deep  waist 
and  a  long  quarter  deck,"  of  Boston,  captured  and  condemned 
by  the  British  in  1812.     In  1787,  the  sip.  "HANNAH,"  40 
tons,  of  Boston.     In  1787,  the  sch.  "  FISH  HAWK,"  41i  tons, 
of  Scituate  ;  owned  by  Rowland  Tliomas,  Calvin  Litchfield  and 
Calvin  Jenknis,()r  Scituate.     In  1787,  the  sell.  "HOPE,"  ft4 
tons,  owned  by  Anthony  Watennan,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  of  Scituate; 
and  also  in  1787,  the  sch.  "LUCY,"  60  tons,  of  Duxbury ;  in 
1811  foundered  at  sea.     In  1788,  the  sch.  "FRIENDSHIP," 
49  tons  ;  owned  by  George  Morton,  Joshua  Otis,  Jr.,  Sanmel 
Simmons  and  Nathaniel  Turner,  Jr.,  of  Scituate;   afterward 
sold  to  Boston  ;  also  in  1 788,  the  sch.  "  FAVORITE,"  (14  tons ; 
owned  by  Consider  an<l  (icorge  Alcrritt,  and  Bryant  Steven- 
son of  Scitnatc ;  afterward  sold  to  Sylvamis  and  David  Snow, 
Jr.,  of  Ti-uro,  David  Snow,  miister.     In  1781),  the  sch.  "SEA 
FLOWER,"  4(5  tons,  of  Boston.     In  1789,  the  sch. "  POLLY," 
40    tons,  owned   by  Samuel  Arnold,  Weymouth,    innholder. 
In  178S)   the  BrigVn  "SWALLOW,"  75  tons,  of  Boston;  and 
also   in    1789  the  sch.    "LUCY,"  50  tons,  of  Duxbury.     In 
1790,  the  sch.  "REVIVAL,"  44  tons,  owned  by  Caleb  Prouty, 
Jr.,  Jesse  Dunbar  and  Thomas  Prouty,  of  Scituate;    also  in 
1790  the  sch.  "BETSEY,"  51  tons,  owned  by  Matthew  Pierce, 
James  Merritt,  and  Luther  Holbrook,  of  Scituate.     In  1791, 
the  sch.  "REVIVAL,"  44  tons;  owned  by  Jesse  Dunbar  and 
Eli  Curtis,  of  Scituate.     There  was  also  built  on  Noilh  River 
the  whaling  ship  "  WASHINGTON,"  of  Nantucket,  and  muler 
the  command  of  Cajit.  George  Bunker,  was  the  Jirst  to  t^hoto 
an  Amcriani  FUkj  in  a  SpaaUh  l\u:! fie  port.     The  "Washing- 
ton "went  toCallao  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  and  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1792,  two  months  after  the  discovery  of  the  Columbia 
River,  by  Gmy,  displayed  the  sUu's  and  stripes  in  that  i)ort.* 
Lying  there  was  an  English  whaling  vessel  and  a  French  brig, 
both  manned  by  Nantucket  men,  who  assisted  Capt.  Bunker  in 
his  coinmomonition  of  the  day.     The  following  vessels  were 
bnitt  at  Scituate  and  registered  at  New  Bedford  :  sch.  "  IU^jT- 
SF.Y,"  Imilt  at  Scituate  in  1803  ;  bark  "RUSSELL,"  in  1804; 
ship  "  HELENA,"  1806 ;  ship  "  MODOC,"  1810 ;  ship  "  WIL- 


•  See  accoanto  of  Uie  <*  Colombia  "  and  *<  Washington/*  in  chapter  on  Briggi  yard. 
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LIAM  PENN,"  1810;  sch.  ''FOUR  BROTHERS,  1818. 
The  sch.** MOUNT  HOPE,"  65  tons,  oak,  copper  and  iron- 
fastened,  was  Imilt  in  Scituate  in  1827,  rebuilt  in  1850. 
Owned  in  1865  by  B.  Clark,  Rockland,  Me. ;  Capt.  J.  Spauld- 
ing.  The  sch.  ''ANGEL,'*  71  tons,  fisherman,  was  built  in 
Scituate  in  1830;  owned  in  18(i5  by  Stephen  Ijuu^  Scituntc : 
Capt.  J.  Luce.  The  sch.  "JOS.  ATKINS,**  131  tons,  ofProv- 
incetown,  was  built  in  Scituate  in  1838.  The  brig  "JOHN  B. 
DODS,"  160  tons,  of  Provincetown,  was  built  in  Scituate  in 
1840.  The  brig,  formerly  bark,  "  SAMUEL  &  THOMAS.'' 
190  tons,  was  built  in  Scituate  in  1841,  of  oak,  iron,  and 
copper  fastened ;  whaler;  owned  in  New  Bedford  in  1872  by 
D.  B.  Kempton.  The  brig  "  Samuel  &  Thomas**  in  1841  was 
owned  by  Samuel  Sopor,  of  Provincetown,  and  was  named 
after  his  sons.  She  was  whaling  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  where 
she  continued  until  1850,  when  she  was  sold  to  Mattapoisett  to 
R.  L.  Barstow  and  went  whaling  to  the  Indian  and  Pacific 
Oceans,  until  1863,  when  she  was  sold  to  David  R.  Kempton, 
New  Bedford.  In  September,  1866,  Thomas  Parker,  the 
third  mate,  was  killed  by  falling  from  aloft.  In  1867,  Capt. 
Cromwell  had  the  command  of  her,  and  in  1869  she  was  sold  to 
Talcahuano,  Chili,  and  continued  whaling  from  that  port.  The 
sch.  "PRESIDENT  HARRISON,"  65  tons,  of  Orleans,  was  built 
in  Scituate  in  1841.  The  sch.  "AGNES,"  of  53  tons,  was 
built  in  1842,  in  Scituate.  She  drew  nine  feet,  was  of  oak, 
iron,  and  copper  fastened.  In  1874  she  belonged  to  Fnmcis 
Culpepper,  of  the  Barbadocs,  and  wjis  sailing  under  the  liiit- 
ish  ilag,  Capt.  Vcicv  Spencer.  She  wjis  probably  the  old 
"  Talisman:'  Tlie  sch.  "  CHATHAM,"  was  Imilt  in  Scituate  in 
1844,  65  tons,  fisherman,  owned  in  1865  by  J.  G.  Bowley, 
Provincetown,  Capt.  Latham.  The  sch.  "ALEXANDER,"  74 
tons,  oak,  iron  fastened,  was  built  in  Scituate  in  1848  ;  60  feet 
long,  flush  deck  ;  owned  in  1863  by  a  Mr.  Johnson,  Province- 
town,  Capt.  Snow.  The  bark  "MARNIX,"  225  tons,  oak  and 
pine,  was  Imilt  in  Sciiuaio  in  1841),  and  was  owned  in  1861  by 
G.  C.  Crommclin,  at  Devcntcr,  Capt.  Wasscnaar.  The  sch. 
"EMMA  v.,"  149  tons,  was  built  in  Scituate  in  1852  ;  owned  in 
1859  by  B.  P.  Burk,  and  others,  of  Provincetown.  Built  of 
oak  and  locust,  copper  and  iron  fastened  ;  trunk  cabin  ;  Capt. 
Cook.  The  bark  "SALEM,"  260  tons,  was  built  in  Scituate 
in  1854;  owned  in  1861  by  Goodliuo  &  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  Capt. 
Conilard.  We  will  close  this  chapter  with  some  vei*ses 
written  probably  fifty  years  ago  by  an  old  shipbuilder,  descrip- 


A   8TOUY — TWO   8G1TUATB   MAUDJQN8.  345 

ivc  of  two  of  Scitunto*s  maidens  wlio  died  many  years  ago,  and 
^hose  relatives  have  long  since  followed  them. 

On  Nichols  place  of  ancient  date 
Two  maiden  sisters  livet 
Enjoying  all  the  happiness, 
That  hogs  and  cows  can  give. 

Their  father  was  a  plain  old  man 
Who  lived  to  need  a  staff, 
And  lost  his  eye  while  toiling  hard 
To  help  his  better  half. 

But  he  is  numbered  with  the  dead. 
His  wife  has  followed  him, 
And  all  that  he  was  worth  he  left 
In  neat  and  wholesome  trim. 

These  two  young  maids  came  in  as  heirs 
And  settled  on  the  farm, 
Well  stocked  with  brutes  of  every  kind 
And  wood  to  keep  them  warm. 

Now  you  must  know  some  skill  'twould  need 

To  manage  every  part, 

And  Nabby  was  the  sine  qua  nan 

To  g:ive  it  her  whole  heart. 

But  now  methinks  some  one  inquires 
How  may  this  lady  look ; 
What  is  her  size  and  what  her  form, 
And  is  she  a  good  cook  ? 

Well  then  to  gratify  their  whims 
I'll  tell  her  looks  and  life, 
In  hopes  that  some  will  be  inspired 
To  choose  her  for  a  wife ! 

Iler  form  is  squabbish  like  the  swine, 
She  waddles  like  a  duck, 
And  when  the  mud  is  very  deep 
She'll  easily  get  stuck. 


Her  head  a  masterpiece  in  size, 
A  good  machine  to  bunt. 
Her  hair  she  dresses  gracefully. 
With  cowlick  ri^cht  in  front. 

Her  eyes  like  Cupid's  glow  with  love 
And  glisten  like  a  cat, 
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And  when  she  laughs,  the  little  balls 
Seem  nearly  lost  in  fat. 

Her  flabby  cheeks  like  jewels  hang 
An  inch  below  her  chin, 
Her  mouth  most  delicately  looks 
When  she  attempts  to  grin. 

But  O  I  ye  wise  ones  who  have  toiled 
With  care  and  anxious  doubt 
Perpetual  motion  to  invent, 
Lo  I  we  have  found  it  out. 

'Tis  Nabby's  tongue  that  never  tires 
But  clatters  all  the  day, 
And  gabbles  worse  than  cackling  hens 
Impatient  at  delay. 


Her  mode  of  life  comports  full  well 
With  one  whose  fate  has  been, 
To  live  in  ^'single  blessedness" 
Amidst  so  many  men. 


With  taste  refined  she  milks  the  cow 
With  care  she  feeds  her  sheep, 
And  stufls  her  pig  with  sour  milk 
Till  it  can  scarcely  creep. 

For  instance,  when  she  milks  her  cow 
She  sometimes  tics  her  tail, 
The  cow  as  often  hfls  her  foot 
And  sets  it  in  tlie  pail. 

Now  neatness  says,  turn  out  the  milk, 
But  Nabby  says  not  so ; 
''  The  more  good  things  the  richer  cream. 
And  I  will  let  it  go." 

But  still  she  does  all  she  can  do. 
Of  course  she's  not  to  blame 
For  heavy  snows  sometimes  block  up 
This  ever  active  dame. 

When  summer  comes  'tis  worth  one's  while 
Her  dairy  to  behold, 
Well  lined  with  cheese  of  goodly  size, 
And  butter  fine  as  gold. 
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But  if  her  head  should  yield  a  hair 
Of  most  prodigious  length, 
Nobly  she  toils  to  work  it  in, 
Employing  all  her  strength. 

'^'"t  she  excels  in  making  cheese 
i      jeve  no  one  denies, 
1  nough  all  who  eat  them  will  confess 
They  once  were  friends  to  flies. 

How  she  can  cook,  is  still  unknown 
Wiicrc  judgment  is  required, 
But  for  old  Indian  Johnny  Cake 
She  truly  is  admired. 


Her  hand  has  eagerly  been  sought 
By  many  lovesick  swains. 
But  like  a  heroine  she  has 
Dismissed  them  for  their  pains. 


But  all  coquets  soon  run  their  race 
And  often  get  repaid. 
So  Nabby  will  give  up  the  ghost 
A  poor  forlorn  old  maid. 

Sometimes  she  muses  on  her  state 
And  envies  married  dames. 
Then  !  then  !  O,  Cupid  how  she  sighs ! 
To  marry  old  John 

Now  let  me  for  a  moment  leave 
This  interesting  one. 
And  take  a  view  of  Cynthia's  life 
To  see  what  she  has  done. 

For  scenes  of  humor,  mirth  and  glee 
She  never  was  renowned, 
But  in  the  sentimental  parts 
No  doubt  she  does  abound. 

Of  labor  she  but  little  does, 

But  lives  in  ease  and  peace ; 

While  Nabby  sweats  and  scrubs  and  works^ 

Their  income  to  increase. 


Some  years  ago  a  new  complaint 
Deprived  her  of  her  wits, 
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Made  all  her  friends  with  horror  8tare» 
While  she  went  into  fits. 

The  cause  of  this  affliction  sore 
With  truth  she  could  not  tell. 
But  thought  that  in  her  stomach  lay 
This  ncw-invcntcd  hell. 

Instanter  she  goes  right  to  work 
To  find  if  aught  can  cure, 
And  finally  alights  on  what 
She  feels  convinced  is  sure. 

And  what  my  friend  do  you  suppose 
This  panacea  like? 

Why  nothing  more  than  drawing  smoke 
Through  a  tobacco-pipe. 


She  fills  the  bowl  up  to  the  brim 
With  Cavendish's  best, 
At  every  meal  she  takes  a  whiflT 
With  most  delicious  zest 


But  it  performed  n  glorious  cure. 
Her  fits  entirely  ceased, 
And  from  that  time  it  must  be  told 
Her  laziness  increased 

Religion  now  is  all  the  go, 
Religion  is  her  cry, 
Religion  while  she  lives,  and  fur 
Religion  she  will  die. 


Many  creeds  of  difierent  kinds 

In  turn  she  has  embraced. 

But  none  save  one  could  bind  her  fast. 

On  this  her  hopes  arc  placed. 

This  is  the  creed  which  Calvin  taught 
This  is  the  faith  he  hailed, 
It  is  the  genuine  Orthodox 
Which  she  so  lately  railed. 


With  philanthropic  zeal  she  tries 
To  warm  her  sister's  heart ; 
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To  make  her  seek  Religion  now, 
And  choose  that  better  part. 

Sometimes  indeed  poor  Nabby  weeps 
At  what  she  does  not  know, 
Though  she'll  confess  that  something  makes 
Her  feel  all  over  so. 


Here  then  behold  these  matchless  maids 
Of  forty  years  and  more ; 
Of  lovely  form  and  noble  size, 
Whom  all  that  see  adore. 

A  single  life  they've  always  led 
Against  their  hearts  desire ; 
And  now  with  panting  bosoms  wait 
For  all  who  may  aspire. 

Why  stand  ye  back  ye  single  men 
When  such  bright  hopes  arise  ? 
Come  choose  a  partner  now  for  life. 
The  idol  of  all  eyes. 


CHAPTER    XIX. 


WHITE'S  FERRY  YARDS.  —  1705-1840. 

«IMEON    KEENE,    SIMEON    KEENE,  JB.,    BENJAMIK  KEEMB»   I8AAO 
KEENEy  LUKE   HALL,    WILLIAM   HALL,  SAMUEL  HALL. 

nPHE  Keenes  and  the  Halls  built  at  these  yards  for  many  years, 
^  hut  Ihcy  were  prohahly  occupii^d  nearly  a  hundred  years 
prior  to  their  time.  As  early  as  1705  we  find  there  was  built 
in  Marshfield  the  sloop  *' MA II Y  &  ABKJAUi,'*  40  tons; 
owners,  Uethia  Little,  widow,  of  Boston,  Isaac  Little,  of  Marsh- 
field,  and  John  Henshaw,  of  Boston.  In  1711,  the  ship 
•*  TAUNTON  MERCHANT,"  70  tons,  was  built  at  Marshfield ; 
ownera,  James  Cooks,  of  Cullumstoek,  James  Norman,  John 
Blake,  Samuel  Lucas,  and  John  Southerton,  of  Taunton,  Rich- 
ard Southerton  of  Wallington,  and  Joshua  Nonnan,  of  Tops- 
ham;  and  in  1713  the  sloop  '* BLOSSOM,"  30  tons,  was  built 
at  Marshfield,  Joseph  Flood,  of  Boston,  owner.  The  above 
vessels  were  undoubtedly  built  on  these  yards,  as  the  next  oldest 
yard  in  Marshfield  was  at  Gravelly  Beach.  The  next  vessels 
built  here  of  which  any  account  has  been  found  were  those 
built  by  Simeon  Keene,  and  later  by  his  sons  Simeon  and  Ben- 
jamin. Isaac  Keene  was  also  interested  in  a  few.  Benjamin 
was  captain  of  a  North  River  packet  boat  about  1820.  The 
following  is  the  genealogy  of  the  ship-building  bi*anch  of  the 
Keene  family  : 

Josiah  Keene  mar.  Hannah,  dau.  of  John  Dingley,  and  had  one 
child,  John,  b.  1(>()7.  Simeon  Keene^  the  shipwright,  was  b. 
Sept.  30,  1725,  andd.  "of  a  Saturday,  July  the  17th  day  of  the 
month,  1790."  He  mar.  in  1751  Lydia  Stevens,  who  was  b. 
July  19,  1728.  They  had  children:  1.  Lucy,  b.  Nov.  18, 
1752;  mar.    Oliver  Porter   1773.     2.  Nathanael,  b.   Aug.  8, 
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1754;  3.  Ruth,  1>.  July  31,  175(5;  nmr.  PcalKxly  Little,  and 
a.  1781.  4.  Lydia,  b.  April  28,  1758.  6.  Simeon,  b.  Nov. 
20,  1761 ;  mar.  Christina  Joyce.  6.  Stevens,  b.  June  24, 
1764.  7.  Dobonih,  b.  July  30,  17GG.  8.  Benjamin,  b.  Mar. 
29,  1769.  9.  William,  b.  July  11,  1771,  d.  Sept.  11,  1792. 
Five  of  Simeon's  (the  ship-builder's)  children  survived  him, 
they  were  Lydia,  Simeon,  Stevens,  Benjamin  and  William. 
Benjamin  succeeded  to  the  yard,  and  carried  on  the  business  of 
ship-building  there.  Barstow  Carver,  father  of  Hatch  Carver, 
workcMl  for  him  at  one  time.  Benjamin  Kociie  wan  a  man  of 
some  property,  very  stern  and  arbitrary,  and  did  not  desire  too 
many  friends.  He  man-icd  Susiinna  Church,  and  had  children : 
1.  Benjamin,  now  deceased.  2.  Cornelius,  who  d.  in  Nov. 
1888,  in  his  89th  year.  3.  Nathaniel,  who  resides  in  Marsh- 
field.  4.  Martin,  who  d.  April  17,  1864,  aged  49  years.  5. 
William,  who  loll  a  numerous  family  in  Hartford,  Conn.  6. 
George  R.,  now  living  in  Abington,  where  he  has  a  family.  7. 
Lydia,  deceased.  8.  Almira,  who  d.  in  March,  1884,  aged  80 
years.  9.  Harriet,  now  living  in  Mai-shtield,  and  10.  Susan, 
deceased.  Martin  mar.  and  lived  on  Decatur  St.,  Charles- 
town,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  was  employed  on 
the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard.  He  left  two  sons  and  one  dau. 
One  son  is  mar.  and  resides  in  Weymouth,  Mass.,  where  he 
has  two  children,  Mabel  K.  and  Lillian  F.  The  other  son, 
Ciuirlcs  W.  Keene,  is  unmarried  and  resides  at  Sea  View  Vil- 
hige,  Marshfield,  Miuss.  Ada,  the  dau.  man'ied  a  Mr.  llein- 
hart.  She  d.  Nov.  11,  187G,  aged  22  ycai*s,  leaving  one  child, 
AdaE. 

Keene's  yard  was  located  on  the  Capt.  Day  place,  where  the 
Hairs  afterward  built.  On  this  farm  there  is  a  well  of  fresh  water 
that  ebbs  and  flows  with  the  tide.  Simeon  Keene  built  in  1787 
the  sch.  "NKrriTNE,"  (54  tons,  owned  by  Simeon  Keene,  Sr. 
and  Jr.,  Marshlield;  and  in  1789  the  sip.  "INDUSTKY,^  60 
tons ;  owned  by  Joseph  and  Elisha  Phillips,  William  Macomber, 
Joshua  Vinal  and  Simeon  Keene,  Marshfield.  He  also  built  the 
following  vessels :  In  1793,  the  brig  '^DOLPHIN,"  122  tons, 
of  Boston  ;  in  1794,  the  ship  **  SUPERB,"  555  torw,  of  Boston ; 
in  1 795  the  brig  ''DKSPATCH,"  i;59  tons,  of  rorl^mouth.  The 
ship  ''COIiUMlUAN  PACKET,^  220  tons,  of  Marahfield,  built 
in  1802,  Joseph  Hunt,  Adam  Fish  and  Chandler  Sampson,  of 
Marshfield,  owners,  was  probably  built  by  the  Keene  family. 
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/h  '        ,^jf  l>uilt  in  1805  the  sell.   ''SAT- 

ffpJUP^^    /Afyy         URN,"  107  tons,  owned  by  Ben- 
^         y"'^^    o/^"^^^"*^ jamin    and    Isaac    Keene,    and 

Samuel  Baker,  of  Marshfield ; 
and  in  1818  the  sch.  ''EOS,"  85  tons,  of  Boston,  sold  at  tho 
Sandwich  Islands,  January  25,  a.  d.,  1820.  The  Kccnes  Iniilt 
many  other  vessels  here,  but  no  record  has  been  found  by 
which  they  may  be  identified.  The  only  other  vessel  of  which 
we  have  positive  proof  of  having^  been  built  by  the  Keenes  is 
the  sloop  "NORTH  RIVER  PACKET,'*  38  tons,  built  in 
•  1820.  She  was  owned  by  Benjamin  and  Isaac  Keene,  Jr., 
Alden  Briggs,  Pembroke,  Benjamin  Hatch,  Daniel  Phillips, 
David  Church,  Nathaniel  Pmtt,  Luther  Little,  Danfoilhe  Hall, 
John  Bourne,  Jr.,  of  Mai'uhiield.  She  was  afterward  sold  to 
Boston,  and  owned  in  1839  by  John  Belcher,  of  Bea- 
ton, and  Benjamin  Bramhall,  of  Quincy.  This  was  doubt- 
less the  last  vessel  built  by  the  Keenes.  Between  1820  and 
1825  no  record  has  been  found  of  vessels  having  been  built 
here.  In  the  absence  of  tho  five  ycai-s  history  of  these  yards, 
a  few  old  and  interesting  items,  and  one  or  two  anecdotes,  will 
be  inserted.  In  tho  lioMon  Oazelte  and  Country  Journal  of 
Dec.  13,  1773,  is  recorded  the  death  of  a  Marshfield  man,  as 
follows : 

••  Last  Friday  evening  being  very  dark  and  rainy,  Mr.  Ezokiel  Kent,  of 
Fox  Islands,  formerly  of  Marshfield,  having  been  on  board  a  sloop  lyings 
at  Minot's  T,  to  see  an  acquaintance,  about  six  o^clock,  was  returning  to 
the  vessel  to  which  he  belonged,  but  unfortunately  fell  from  thoT  and  wa» 
drowned.    lie  was  27  years  of  age,  and  a  man  well  respected.'* 

A  most  remarkable  story  is  related  in  the  Massachusetts 
Spy  for  the  week  of  August  18th  to  21bt,  1770  : 

**  Last  Tuesday  a  whale  about  forty  feet  in  length  was  discovered  by  a. 
small  fishing  schooner  off  Marshfield,  which  was  then  attacked  by  three 
large  sharks,  one  of  whom  tho  fishermen  killed.  It  measured  sixteen  feet 
long,  and  upon  opening  it  they  took  out  of  its  paunch  as  many  pieces  of  the 
whale  as  would  make  a  barrel  of  oil,  and  it  was  thought  the  liver  of  the 
shark  would  make  two  or  three  barrels  more.  The  whale  was  so  wounded 
and  worried  by  the  sharks  that  it  became  an  easy  prize  for  the  fishermeQ^ 
who  carried  it  into  Marshfield." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  men  of  Marshfield  were  alive  to  the 
whaling  interest  at  that  early  date,  and  the  above-mentioned 
whale  probably  furnished  all  the  oil  they  burned  during  their 
short  evenings  for  many  a  night.  In  two  old  papers  there  are 
related  accounts  of  two  very  large  families  which  are  considered 
interesting  enou^  to  record  here.  One  is  taken  from  The 
Boston  EveningJPost^  of  April  20,  1767  : 
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**  About  A  month  since  was  born  at  Gen.  Winslow^s  farm,  a  daughter  of 
John  Fullerton,  whose  Hge  is  73  years,  his  wife's  47,  tlie  child  being  his 
seventeenUi.  He  has  had  two  daughters  that  are  fzrr&ndmothers,  tlie  one 
has  had  two  grandchildren,  and  tlic  other  three;  the  last  mentioned  was 
present  at  the  birth  of  her  sister.  Mr.  Fullerton  has  had  fifty  grand  and 
great-grandchildren,  forty  of  which  are  now  living.** 

The  account  of  the  other  family  appears  in  a  paper  seven 
years  earlier,  as  follows,  from  Tlie  Boston  Gazelle  and  Couiitry 
Journal y  Monday,  October  20,  1760  : 

*'  We  hear  from  Marshfiold  in  Uio  County  of  Plymouth,  that  on  tlio  2nd, 
Inst.,  died  there  Mr.  William  Carver,  aged  102  years,  who  retained  his 
reason  to  the  last.  Ho  wasbrother^s  son  to  the  ancient  Gov.  Carver  of  tlie 
Pl>  mouth  Colony,  and  has  left  behind  him  the  fifth  generation  of  male 
issue  in  all,  children,  grandchildren,  great-grandchildren  and  great-great- 
grandchildren, ninety-six.** 

In  the  same  pnpcr  of  a  later  date,  (Monday,  April  12, 1762), 
is  the  followin^i; : 

"Wo  hear  that  the  body  of  William  Preston,  of  Dorchester,  was  taken 
up  at  Marshfield  on  Saturday,  the  3rd,  and  decently  interred  Uiere.  He  was 
drowned  in  September  last,  as  we  then  gave  an  account,  going  home  in  a 
canoe  Irom  Castle  William,  where  he  had  been  to  receive  some  money, 
the  most  of  which  was  found  loose  in  his  pockets  when  taken  up.** 

There  is  a  very  ngcd  man  now  living  in  Marshfield  avIioso 
ancestors  lived  at  White's  ferry.  This  man  is  Benjamin  White, 
who,  at  the  lime  of  writinjc,  is  prohably  the  oldest  man  in 
Marshfield.  Ho  is  a  Imenl  descendant  of  Percjijrin  White,  the 
first  while  child  l)<n*n  in  Mew  lOngland,  and  w:is  himself  horn  in 
Hanover,  Aug.  27,  171)5.  Mr.  Cornelius  White,  great  grand- 
father of  Benjamin,  lived  at  White's  feiTy.  He  was  a  ship- 
builder, nnd  a  man  of  considerable  means  in  his  day.  Ho 
owned  the  ferry  boat  at  one  time,  it  is  said.  He  had  a  son 
Benjamin,  a  wilful  lad,  who  fell  in  love  with  Miss  Jhmnah 
Decrow,  a  young  lady  of  powerful  build  and  great  beauty,  but 
who  was  not  considered  good  enough  for  the  son  of  an  opulent 
shipbuilder  and  ferryman.  This  young  Ben.,  ap])ears  to  have 
been  a  favorite  with  his  father,  and  was  threatened  banishment 
if  he  persisted  in  his  attentions  to  Miss  Decrow.  The  young 
man  married  her,  and,  it  is  said  that  tnie  to  his  word,  his 
father  banished  him  to  Hanover.  This  was  about  I7'IH,  when 
Mr.  Whi(e,  Sr.,  purchased  of  Jeremiah  and  Walter  Hatch 
many  hundred  acres  of  heavy  timl)ered  land  on  what  is  now 
Centre  St.,  tlie  old  habitation  being  on  the  spot  now  owned  by 
Frank  Fish.  Mr.  Whit«,  Sr.,  gave  him  this  valuable  tract  of 
territory,  started  him  in  housekeeping  in  great  style  for  those 
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days,  and  gave  him  also  a  hoi*so,  two  cows,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and 
a  gundalow,  which  he  kept  at  North  River  bridge.  Mr.  White, 
Jr.,  cut  and  carted  his  valuable  ship-timber  to  North  River 
bridge,  loaded  it  aboard  his  ^'gundalow,''  and  freighted  it  down  to 
his  fathei-'s  yard  at  the  ferry.  Mrs.  White  was  a  resolute, 
G(Ml-fearing  woman,  and,  in  opposition  to  hor  mom  worldly 
companion,  she  was  bound  to  have  her  childi*en  baptized  in  the 
true  faith,  as  we  find  by  the  church  records  of  Rev.  Benjamin 
Bass,  dated  Sept.  7,  1754, ''were  baptized  four  children  of 
Benjamin  White,  (his  wife  owning  the  covenant),  Penniah, 
Robert,  Hannah  and  Benjamin,  (the  father's  name),  who  was 
not  considered  in  tlic  baj)tism  of  the  children.'*  Benjamin,  Sr., 
died  Feb.  10,  178(),  aged  G5,  and  his  wife  (Miss  Decrow) 
March  22,  1814,  aged  94.  Her  son  Benjamin  ^rew  to  man*8 
estate  and  married  Miss  Mary  Chamljerlin,  of  East  Bridge* 
water,  in  1780,  and  died  in  Hanover  July  12,  1839,  aged  88, 
and  hi')  widow  March  27, 1841,  aged  86.  The  present  Benja- 
min, son  of  the  above,  inherited  the  estate  of  his  parents,  and 
lived  there  with  his  wife  (Miss  Mary  Hall,  of  Marshficid)  and 
family,  until  1847,  when  ho  sold  all  his  possessions  in  Hanover, 
and  moved  to  Gravelly  Beach  in  Marshlicld.  Ho  h:is  ti  son 
Benjamin  F.  now  living  in  North  Pembroke.  John  Tower 
related  an  anecdote  in  the  North  Itiver  Pioneer  some  years  ago 
about  "Uncle  Josh"  Stetson,  of  Hanover,  on  mowing,  as 
follows : 

'*Wal,"  said  Undo  Josh,  **I  should  raly  like  to  soe  one  yoang^  man 
moru  Uiat  kiiowed  how  to  mow.  Nobody  seonis  to  know  anvtliing  about 
how  to  swing  a  scythe  nowadays,  and  you  can^t  lind  ono  man  between  liere 
and  Pembroke  meclin<^  house  but  what  will  (angle  down  more  grass  tham 
his  neck  is  wulh.  I  tried  most  everybody  I  eould  think  of,  and  linally  got 
a  chap  to  help,  but  bless  ye,  heM  lop  in  and  lop  out,  and  'twas  more  work 
by  half  to  go  over  after  him  than  ^twas  to  do  the  whole  myself." 

«•  We  thought  that  you  never  wanted  any  one  to  help  you  mow,"  wo 
suggested. 

**  Wal,  I  don^t ;  but  I  ^spose  a  man  has  a  right  to  be  sick  once  in  a  while, 
ain't  hep  When  1  lived  down  to  the  old  place  they  called  me  tlie  l>ost 
mower  on  the  river,  and  IM  beat  everybody  on  Sitewate  side,  and  one 
morning  when  I  was  down  side  of  the  river  nshing  for  parch,  who  should 
I  see  coming  across  tlie  medder  on  Mother  side,  but  old  Marmaduke  Mc- 
Donnellson.  Says  he  *  Josh,  I've  got  a  boy  ter  hum  that  will  mow  round 
ye  four  times  in  naif  a  day.'  'Fetch  him  down  here,' says  I,  'and  we'll 
see.'  *  Do  ye  mean  it  P  '  says  he.  *  Sartain,'  says  I,  and  he  started  for  home 
arter  the  boy.  While  he  was  gone,  (he  lived  way  up  in  the  souih  end  of 
the  '*  two-mile,")  I  started  for  home  arter  grandsir's  scythe,  and  got  back 
agin  down  to  the  river  afore  Mc.  got  along  with  his  boy.  Pretty  8o«>n  I 
see  him  coming  with  his  son  Sam.  *  Wal,  Josh,'  he  said,  '  where  ye  goin* 
to  mow  P '    '  Begin  right  where  ye  stand  and  go  down  river,'  says  I, «  and 
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the  one  that  gets  to  White's  f orry  fust  Is  the  best  feller.*  That  mode  old 
Me.  look  raUier  blue,  and  he  said,  *  Sam,  Til  go  home  and  get  the  old 
horse  and  wagon  and  a  load  of  provisions  and  foller  along  down.  YeUl 
got  niighiy  Inmffry  fore  yo  gut  to  White's  forry.'  Wal,  wo  struck  in,  and 
the  way  wc  nindo  (he  grass  fall  was  a  caution.  Grandsir  wont  up  on 
the  hill  and  watched,  but  he  told  me  arterwards  that  he  couldnt  see  noth- 
ing but  a  winrow  of  grass  flying  in  the  air,  and  going  at  the  rate  of  ten 
mues  an  hour.'' 

*'  How  did  you  get  across  Stony  brook  P  "  we  inquired. 

*'  Never  noticcil  the  brook  at  all,  mowed  right  across  it  down  past 
Lil(]o*s  bridgo  and  Will's  Island,  swam  across  the  river  to  the  ferry,  and 
struirk  in  on  t'other  side,  and  in  loss  than  two  hours  1  met  Sam  just  pulling 
hiiusolf  out  of  Fulling  mill  creek." 

**  That  must  have  made  about  eighteen  miles,"  we  remarked. 

*'  Wal,  yes.  Always  mowed  nine  miles  an  hour,  could  mow  ten  if  I  let 
out  a  link." 

We  left  **  Uncle  Josh  "  sharpening  his  scythe  for  a  second  crop. 

But  now  let  us  return  to  the  history  of  tlie  shipbuilding  at 
White's  Feny.  Tlie  Halls  first  occupied  tliis  yard  in  1825. 
They  commenced  building  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  but  later 
moved  up  to  the  Capt.  John  Day  place,  where  they  had  two 
yards,  and  sometimes  two  and  three  vessels  on  the  stocks  at 
one  time. 

Luke,  William  and  Samuel  were  descendants  of  Adam  Hall,  of 
trans-atlantic  biith,  who  came  to  Marshfield  early  in  the  last 
century  and  nuir.  in  ]72r),  Sarah  Shennan,  a  gmnd-daughter  of 
Peregrin  White,  and  settled  in  Marshfield.  She  died  Aug.  7, 
1768;  aged  67;  they  had  children:  i.  William,  b.  Jan.  11, 
1726;  2.  Tliomas,  b.  July  17,  1728;  3.  Adam,  b.  Oct.  21, 
1729;  4.  Joseph,  b.  Nov.  6,  1733;  5.  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  18, 
^1?^:)',  tf.  Jesse,  1).  Sept.  27,  1737;  7.  Mercy,  b.  Sept.  12, 
1739;  8.  Levi,  b.  Oct.  25,  1744. 

Adam  Hull,  2d,  mar.  in  1752,  Kezia,  dau.  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Surah  llogers  Ford  ;  their  children  were :  1.  Adam,  b.  Jan.  27, 
1757  ;  2.  Mercy,  b.  Sept.  7,  1759,  mar.  Andrew  Keen,  April 
2.  1795;  3.  Susunna,  b.  Nov.  8,  1761,  died  unman-ied;  4. 
Kcziji,  b.  l)^(^  30,  1764,  mar.  Proctor  Sampson;  6.  Luke,  b. 
April  20,  1767,  falher  of  the  shipbuildei-s,  mar.  in  1793,  Anne, 
dau.  ofliarnurd  and  Experience  Tuels.  He  died  on  Staten 
Island,  June  28,  1815,  aged  48  yeai-s;  6.  Samuel,  b.  Aug.  3, 
1770,  d.  1806.  He  was  Captain  of  the  North  River  Packet 
**  Dolphin  f  7.  William,  b.  Aug.  28,  1774 ;  and  8.  Jesse.     Of 
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the  other  members  of  the  Hall  family ,  Luke  Hall  mar.  Jane 
Hatch  of  Scituate,  April  26,  1763,  and  had  children :  1.  Sarah, 
b.  June  30,  1764,  mar.  Isaac  Porter,  1785;  2.  Henrey,  b. 
March  12,  1774. 

Of  another  branch,  Joseph  Hall,  mar.  Susanna ,  and 

had  children :  1.  Joseph,  b.  July  21,  1775 ;  2.  Sarah,  b.  Feb. 
13,  1777 ;  3.  Eachel,  b.  Sept.  29,  1778 ;  4.  Deborah,  b.  Jan. 
20,  1781 ;  6.  Peleg,  b.  Nov.  16,  1782 ;  6.  John,  b.  May  14, 
1785 ;  7.  Martin,  b.  Aug.  15,  1787 ;  8.  Luther,  b.  Aug.  5, 
1789  ;  9.  Isaac  Randall,  b.  Nov.  14,  1791. 

Of  still  another  branch,  John  Hall  mar.  Dclwrah ,  and 

had  children  :  1.  Abigail,  b.  Dec.  4, 1739  ;  2.  llhoda,  b.  March 
27,  1741 ;  3.  Lydia ;  b,  March  30,  1743 ;  4.  Lemuel,  b.  July 
15,  1747. 

The  only  other  branches  of  which  we  have  records,  were 
Katharine  Hall,  who  mar.  Joshua  Bmmlmll  of  Hingham,  1747, 
John  Hall,  Jr.,  who  mar.  Zilpha  Crooker,  1746,  and  had  chil- 
dren: 1.  Lemuel,  b.  July  15,  1747  ;  2.  Deborah,  b.  Dec.  23, 
1748;  5.  John,  b.  Oct.  15,  1750;  4.  Francis,  b.  April  15, 
1752;  5.  Mai-tin,  b.  March  1,  1754,  6.  Luther,  b.  Sept.  14, 
1755 ;  7.  Calvin,  b.  Nov.  4,  1758. 

Luke,  William  and  Samuel  were  sons  of  Luke  and  Anna 
Tuels  Hall ;  they  built  in  Marshfield  together  from  1825  to 
1828,  when  Samuel,  who  was  then  about  28  years  of  age  (l)eing 
b.  April  23, 1800)  left  the  firm.  Ho  served  his  a])prcnticoshipat 
Dea.  Elijah  Barstow's  in  Hanover.  Luke  and  William  continued 
in  business  together  until  1837,  from  which  time  until  1840,  Luke 
built  alone.  The  sch.  '"DRAY,"  was  built  by  the  Halls  at  the 
Ferry.  In  1825,  they  built  the  sch.  "DANIEL,"  72  tons,  of 
Marshfield  ;  owners,  Caleb  Prouty,  Jr.,  Scituate,  Jabez  Hatch, 
Daniel  Phillips,  Luke,  William  and  Samuel  Hall  of  Marshfiehl, 
and  the  same  year,  1825,  the  sch.  "TRITON,"  75  tons  oI'Diix- 
bury,  orwhii^li  Sannu^l  Hall  was  master  carpenter.  The  saiiio 
year  the  brig  "  SMYliNA,"  1()2  tons,  of  HosUm,  was  built  in 
Marshfield,  prol)ably  at  this  yard.  In  1827,  the  brig  "  WAV- 
ERLY,"  232  tons,  was  built  by  Samuel  Hall  and  sold  to 
Plymouth  and  afterward  to  Salem.  This  was  the  last  of  Samuel 
Hall's  building  in  Marshfield.  To  go  back  to  his  early  life, 
when  he  had  attained  his  majority,  he  hift  Barstow's  Yard  iii 
Hanover,  and  with  twenty-five  cents  in  his  pocket  and  a  broad- 
axe  on  his  shoulder  he  went  to  Medford   and  from  there  to 


hall's  shipyard.  857 

Gamdon,  Mo.,  from  >vluch  latter  place  ho  rctuniod  to  Marsh- 
field.  From  Marshfield  he  went  to  Duxbury  and  built  for  Ezra 
Weston,  with  Henry  Taylor  as  foreman.  In  1837-8,  he  built 
on  his  own  account  in  Duxbury,  and  in  1839,  removed  to  East 
Boston.  In  April,  1839,  ho  commenced  the  work  of  preparing 
a  ship-yard  about  where  the  end  of  Maverick  street  is  now. 
The  first  vessel  ever  built  in  East  Boston  was  in  1834,  so  he 
can  be  called  one  of  the  pioneei*s  there.  In  1839,  he  built  his 
fii-stsln'p  there,  the  ^'Akbor ;"  from  then  until  18fiO,  lie  Imilt  110 
vessels,  sonio  of  them  the  lurgesl,  fastest  and  host  ships  that 
ever  "  skimmed  the  seas."  Among  the  largest  were  the  "  Game 
Cock,**  in  1851,  of  1392  tons,  the  "Oriental  "  in  1854,  of  1654 
tons,  the  **  Wizard,**  1853,  of  IGOO  tons,  and  the  "  Highlander," 
in  1858,  of  1049  tons.  While  in  East  Boston,  Samuel  Hall 
became  interested  in  much  beside  shipbuilding.  In  1847  he 
was  president  of  the  Dry  Dock  Company ;  he  was  ])resident  of 
the  East  Boston  Ferry  Company  from  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion in  1852,  until  it  was  bought  by  the  city ;  ho  was  president 
of  the  Maverick  National  Bank,  (now  located  in  Boston)  from 
its  incorpomtion  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  13,  1870. 
Ho  mar.  first,  Christiana  Kent,  no  children ;  2nd  Huldah  B. 
Sherman,  by  whom  ho  had  children :  1.  Huldah,  died  in 
infancy;  2.  Samuel,  b.  1833,  mar.  Harriet  A.  Lovejoy;  3. 
Walter  Scott,  mar.  Maiy  Gregory ;  4.  Marcia,  b.  1836,  mar. 
George  W.  Emory,  lato  Goveraor  of  Utah ;  6.  Anna  Tuels, 
died  young;  6.  Huldah  Augusta,  died  young;  7.  Amanda 
White,  died  young;  8.  Iluttie  G.,  b.  1853,  mar.  William  A. 
Rogers. 

Few  of  the  old  ship-carpentei*s  of  North  River  are  now  living, 
but  there  is  one  residing  in  Marshfield  who  Avorked  for  the 
Halls  from  the  time  they  began  building  ;  this  is  Hatch  Carver. 
Among  the  Marshfield  slii|)-tyirpcntors  we  find  the  descendants 
of  many  of  the  most  noted  men  in  the  colony,  but  none  perhaps 
more  noted  than  Carver,  the  first  Governor  of  the  infant  settle- 
ment  in  Plymouth  in  1G20.  Hatch  Carver,  b.  1812,  a  lineal 
descendant  of  the  Governor  is  now  living  near  Roger's  IDIl.  He  i\  o  - 
was  the  son  of  Barstow  Carver  and  Lucy  Hatch  Carver,  and 
nephew  of  linke  H:ill.  He  mar.  Roxanna  T.  Sylvcstx^r,  of  Marsh- 
field, a(TU».rward  of  Qui  ncy.  He  fii-st  went  to  Quincy  intending 
to  learn  the  trade  of  blacksniithing  of  his  father-in-law,  but 
getting  dissatisfied  ho  returned  to  Mai*sh(ield  and  went  to  work 
for  Luke  Hall  on  the  shipyard  at  the  Ferry.  After  working 
for  Mr.  Hall  for  a  time  he  went  to  New  York  city,  and  workea 
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at  his  trade  on  East  River  nine  years,  when  he  again  returned  to 
his  old  home  and  worked  in  the  shipyard  and  taking  vessels 
down  the  river.  He  worked  for  Luke,  William  and  Samuel 
Hall  9  building  mostly  packets  to  run  on  the  river  and  small 
schooners,  as  the  sch.  ** Daniel"  and  the  sip.  ''Susan."  Ahrr^ 
1830,  the  ILills  commenced  building  for  Ezra  Weston  of  Du.. 
bury,  and  a  vessel  for  Russell  of  the  Plymouth  Iron  Co. ;  also 
several  barks  for  a  Commercial  Wharf  Company,  and  many  for 
the  Cape.  Mr.  Carver  appears  now  to  be  taking  life  easy  in 
apparently  comfortable  circumslances,  with  all  his  family  settled 
around  him.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  something  of  a  sports- 
man, and  some  thirty  to  forty  ycai*s  ago,  ho  in  company  with 
Amos  W.  Cross,  of  Boston,  a  noted  hunter,  for  nine  yeai-s 
made  annual  trips  into  the  wilderness  of  Maine  hunting  moose, 
bear  and  deer,  which  were  at  that  time  very  common  in  many 
parts  of  the  state.  Mr.  Carver  claims  to  have  killed  the  largest 
deer,  (four  hundred  pounds)  ever  known  to  be  captured  in  that 
region,  it  had  fat  two  inches  thick  on  the  ribs,  the  antlers, 
of  unusual  size,  are  still  owned  by  Mr.  Caiver,  and  show  the 
mark  of  the  first  bullet,  which  missed.  Mr.  Carver  has  enjoyed 
perfect  health  all  his  days  and  has  good  prospects  of  exceeding 
his  four  score  years. 

After  Samuel  Hall  retired  from  the  finn,  Luke  and  William 
continued  shipbuilding  here.  They  have  numerous  descendants 
living  in  Boston,  East  Boston,  Quincy,  Newtonville,  Ilingham 
and  elsewhere.  Luke  and  William  built  in  1828  the  brig, 
afterwards  bark,  "NEWTON,"  283  tons,  of  Boston.  Jesse 
Dunbar,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  of  Scituato  and  others,  owners  ;  in  18H8, 
she  was  owned  in  New  Bedford,  and  used  whaling  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  In  1843  the  crew  mutinied  and  a  now  crew  was 
shipped  at  Oahu,  H.  I. ;  in  Dec,  1844,  Capt.  Sawyer  died  at 
San  Diego,  Cal. ;  in  1854  she  sent  home  from  the  Northern 
Pacific,  140  bbls.  of  sperm  and  600  bbls.  of  whale  oil  and 
16200  lbs.  of  bone.  She  was  lost  in  the  Ochotsk  sea  in  1857, 
being  8tx)V0  by  the  ice.  In  1821),  the  brig  "FLORA/' 151 
tons,  of  Boston,  wjis  Imilt  in  Marshlicld,  probably  by  the  Halls. 
They  built  in  1830  the  brig  "GEM,"  162  tons,  of  Boston  ;  in 
1841,  she  was  sold  and  used  whaling  in  the  Atlantic.  In  1851, 
she  returned  leaking  after  starting  on  a  new  voyage,  making 
8000  strokes  per  hour ;  she  was  withdrawn  from  whaling  in 
1855.  The  "  Gem"  wtis  at  one  time  owned  in  Salem  and  used 
in  the  African  trade.  The  Halls  built,  in  1831,  the  sip. 
**  LEADER,'*  42  tons,  a  North  River  packet ;  owned  by  Luther 


Brio  "NomKOLK,"  136  toms. 
Built  by  the  Halls,  in  1833,  at  the  Ferry. 
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Rogers,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Stephen  and  Moscs  Ilop;ors,  Proctor 
Bourne,  Jaboz  and  Benjamin  Hatch,  Christopher  Oakman, 
Jonathan  Stetson,  Wales  Rogera,  Luke  and  Wni.  Hall  of 
Mai*shiield,  E])hraini  lismdall,  Hcn'ace  Collamoro  of  Pembroke, 
Thos.  Watennan,  Joseph  S.  Bates,  Elijah  Barstow,  Jr.,  Jos. 
Eels,  Haviland  Torrey,  Reuben  and  Geo.  Curtis,  and  Tilden 
Crooker,  of  Hanover;  and  the  same  year,  1831,  they  built  the 
brig'*FAmY,"185tons,  of  Boston,  of  which  Luke  Hall  was 
master  car|)enter.  She  wjis  afterward  sold  to  Provincctown  and 
used  whaling.  The  Halls  built,  in  1832,  the  brig  "ECHO," 
197  tons,  of  Boston  ;  Luke  Hall,  master  carpenter.  The  brig 
y  NORFOLK,'*  135  tons,  was  built  by  Luke  and  Willliam  Hall, 
in  the  spring  of  1833,  and  was  sailed  by  Capt.  Reuben 
Matthews  in  the  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Boston  trade,  about  1837. 
Capt.  F.  M.  Boggs  commanded  her  at  one  time,  and  while 
under  the  command  of  these  two  captsiins  she  was  also  in  the 
St.  John  ti*ade,  bringing  plaster  and  fish  from  St.  John,  and 
taking  merchandise  back,  and  she  went  one  trip  to  the  West  Indies. 
Soon  after  1837,  Capt.  Reuben  Matthews  commanded  her  in 
the  Philsidelphia,  St.  John  and  Halifax  tmde.  In  0(ttober, 
1844,  she  left  Philadelphia  under  Capt.  Matthews  bound  to 
Port  Spain,  Island  of  Trinidad,  with  a  cargo  of  bread  stuffs,  &c., 
and  never  was  heard  from  aft»r  leaving  the  Delaware.  To 
Ca|)t.  Richard  Matthew  and  Capt.  F.  M.  Boggs,  the  writer  is 
indebted  for  much  valuable  information  conceming  some  of  the 
above  vessels.  Many  have  boon  the  ])lo:isant  chats  with  Ca|)t. 
Boggs  at  his  odice,  47  So.  AL'U'ket  stieet,  Boston,  where  hangs 
a  cniyon  picture  of  the  brig  "Norfolk."  Several  who  have 
contributed  valuable  facts  to  this  book  have  passed  away  during 
the  last  year.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Capt.  Boggs  is  of  the 
number.  He  died  Jan.  19,  1889,  honored  and  esteemed  by 
hundreds  of  friends.  He  was  a  man  of  niarked  energy,  a 
thorough  seaman  and  an  able  commander.  Born  in  New  York, 
78  years  ago,  he  was  taken,  while  still  an  infant,  to  Nantucket, 
and  there  left  to  his  own  resources  at  an  early  age ,  his  father  perish- 
ing at  sea,  and  his  mother  dying  before  he  was  beyond  boyhood. 
At  the  age  of  ten  he  sought  his  fortune  on  the  sea  as  cook  on  a 
Bennuda  bound  sloop.  Through  the  various  gnides  from  cabin 
boy  ho  [Hislied  his  way  phickily,  till  at  the  2igo  of  twenty-six  ho 
beciune  a  nuister.  He  was  then  running  in  tlie  old  packet  lino 
l)etween  Itoston  and  l'hiladelphia,and  afterward  took  command 
of  the  steamers  on  the  same  route.  Between  these  commands, 
however,  he  was  in   business   in  Philadelphia,  and  was  post- 
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master  at  Waquoit,  Mass.  He  was  at  one  time  partner 
John  M .  Kennedy  &  Co.  Capt.  Boggs  took  great  interest  in 
the  Boston  Marine  Soci^y,  seizing  as  one  of  its  trustees.  He 
left  a  widow  and  three  childi*en. 

William  and  Luhe  ITallhmM  the  fishing  schooner  '*DANIEIj 
WEBSTER."  In  1833  they  Imilt  two  vessels,  tlio  brig 
** DOVER,"  and  the  schooner  "DOVER."  The  schooner 
** Dover"  was  of  87  tons,  and  owned  by  Luke  Hall,  the  mas- 
ter carpenter,  William  Hall,  Elijah  Ames  and  Jabez  Hatch, 
Marshiield.  The  brig  ''Dover"  was  of  166  tons  and  owned  at 
Boston,  by  Luke  and  William  Hall  of  Marshiield.  In  1834, 
the  Halls  built  three  vc^shcIh.  The  fii'st  was  a  North  Itiver 
Packet  of  36  tons,  which  had  24  owners  as  follows:  The  sip. 
•'SUSAN,"  36  tons,  built  by  Luke  and  William  Hall  and 
owned  by  them  and  Proctor  Bourne,  Jal>ez  Hatch,  Israel 
Carver,  Jonathan  Stetson,  Benjamin  and  Emmons  Hatch,  Asa 
F.  Curtis,  Amos  Sherman,  Nath.  Bonney,  James  Hall  and 
Henry  Clapp,  of  Mui'shliold,  Auroni  W.  Oldham,  llomec  Colla- 
more,  John  Holmes,  Calvin  Shepard,  George  Cuilis,  Ephmim 
liandall,  Ezra  Hatch  and  Aldcn  Brig<j!;8,  of  Pembroke,  Samuel 
Foster,  Elijah  Cudworth  and  Joseph  Clapp,  of  Scituate.  Smith 
Kent  worked  on  the  "  Susan  "  in  1833.  Mr.  Kent  rememliers 
that  in  one  year  about  this  time  26  vessels  came  down  river 
that  were  built  on  the  yards  above.  The  Halls'  second  vessel 
this  year,  1834,  was  the  sch.,  afterward  brig,  '*  DEPOSIT,"  125 
tons,  of  Boston ;  owners,  liuke  and  William  Hall,  Ephraim 
Rjindall,  Benjamin  and  Jabez  Hatch  of  Marshfield,  afterward 
sold  to  a  Mr.  Kent,  and  commanded  in  1839  by  Capt.  Howes  in 
the  West  India  trade  ;  sold  later  to  Mr.  Upton  of  Salem,  mid 
run  to  Para.  She  Avould  sail  like  a  witch.  The  last  vessel  built 
by  the  Halls  this  year  was  the  sch.  "UNCLE  SAM,"  118  tons, 
of  Boston,  built  in  1834,  Luke  Hall,  master  cari)enter.  The 
brig  "ESTIIEll,"  ]35  tons,  was  built  at  Abirshlicid,  in  1835, by 
William  and  liuko  Hall,  and  owned  by  Fabcns  of  Boston  ;  sbo 
was  lost  in  a  <>;ale  <»l^(/ap('(^)d  about  l<sr)2.  The  Halls  built  in 
1836,  the  sch.  "PLANET,"  1)8  tons,  of  SciUiatc ;  owners,  Asa 
Curtis,  Seth  Webb  and  Elijah  Jenkins,  Jr.,  Scituate,  Luke 
and  William  Hall,  of  Marshfield.  She  Avas  afterward  sold 
to  Newpoi-t,  from  which  port  she  sailed  and  was  never 
heard  of  after.  The  sch.  ''GRAND  ISLAND,"  100  tons, 
was  built  in  Marshfield  in  1835-36  of  oak ;  wjis  repaired  in 
1852  and  owned  in  1801  byKebbin  and  others,  Newburypoil, 
Capt.  Reed  ;  and  in  1874  by  William  Mclntyre  of  Camden,  Me. 
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About  tbiA  timo  William  Hall  went  to  Hinglmm  and  Luke 
Hail  continued   building   boro,  and   in    1837,  built  tbo   scb. 
«  WILLIAM  HENRY,"  110  tons,  of  Provincotown.     Also  in 
1837,  tbo  bark  TILOT,"  199  tons,  of  Boston,  and  probably 
tbe  sch.   *' JAMES  FRANCIS,"  101   tons  of  Provincetown, 
which  was  built  in  Marshfield,  in  1837,  and  in  1838,  the  sch. 
^JOSHUA  BROWN,"  112  tons  of  Provincetown,  from  which 
port  she  was  whaling  in  1845.     In  1838,  was  built  here  the 
sch.  ''DANIEL  FRANCIS,"  113  tons,  of  Provincetown ;  also  in 
1839,  tbo  brig  ""  PHOENIX,"  150  tons,  of  Provincotown.     The 
sch. ""  ROVER  "  was  built  at  the  Ferry  for  Asa  Curtis,  who 
afterward  sold  her.      Tucker  in  his  ''Maritime  Geography,** 
1815,  says  "Americans  excel   in  shipbuilding  and  new  ships 
form  a  considerable  part  of  their  export  trade."     In  1839,  was 
built  cUthui  yard  the  only  steamboat  ever  built  on  North  River. 
She  was  named  for  a  powerful  tril)o  of  Indians,  whoso  camping 
ground  was  on  the  Scituate   bank   of  North  River,  extending 
from  the  Block  House  Yaixl  to  Union  Bridge.     This  was  the 
steamboat  ^Mattakees"   sometimes     called    in    her  registers 
"MATTAKEESETT,"21  tons,  built  in  1839  by  Luke  Hall, 
and  owned   by  him  and  Moses   F.  Rogera,  Proctor  Bourne, 
Jabez   Hatch,  Azel   Ames,  and  Israel  Carver  of  Marshfield, 
Horace  Collamore,  Ephraim  Randal],  John  Holmes,  of  Pem- 
broke and  George  Cuilis,  of  Hanover.   This  was  virtually  a  com- 
pany that  fonned  to  build  her.    Her  length  was  49  feet,  breadth 
14  feet,  depth  3  feet,  and  round  stem.     She  was  built  with  the 
intention  of  using  bor  to  tow  out  new  vessels  and  also  packets 
up  and  down  the  river,  there  being  then  three  packets  running 
on  the  river,  but  they  had  to  use  too  short  a  tow  line,  or  rather 
the  river  was  too  crooked  to  pennit  the  use  of  a   proper  tow 
line.     She  was  in  the  ice  nearly  opposite  or  a  little  below  Till 
Rock  all  one  winter.     After  she  proved  herself  a  failure  on  the 
river,  she  was  taken  to  Boston  and  sold  where  she  was   used 
for  towing  scows,  &c.     She  was  employed  for  a  time  prior  to 
her  sale  towing  scows  loaded  with  iron  to  the  anchor  works  in 
Hanover,  and  doing  some  freighting  business  on  the  riven 
While  on  the  river,  Byron  Simmons,  George  Harvey  and  a  Mr, 
Hewitt  went  on  her  at  different  times.     After  she  was  sold  she 
was  enlarged  to  43  tons,  and  in   1840  wjls  owned  by  Cepbsis 
Bnickett  of  Boston.    She  wjis  rebuilt  in  1849,  but  what  finally 
became  of  her  does  not  appear.     Tbe  hist  vessel  built  here   is 
said  to  have  been  the  sch.  "ORLEANS  "  of  Orleans,  100  tons, 
used  fishing  in  the  summer  and  coasting  in  the  winter,  carrying 
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graiiii  etc.,  in  the  North  Carolina  trade.  A  stone  appropriately 
cat  should  be  erected  on  the  site  of  these  yards  before  the 
location  is  lost,  and  we  hope  some  public  spirited  citizen,  or 
descendant  of  the  shipbuilders,  will  l)efore  it  is  too  late,  per- 
manently mark  the  spot  wh<*:      ^^  many  vessels  were  built. 
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SCITUATE  HARBOR  YARDS.    1650-1864. 

WILLIAM  JAMES,  JOHN  KENT,  JOB  OTIS,  JOHN  NORTHET,  WILLIAIT 
VINAL,  SAMUEL  KENT,  ANTHONY  WATERMAN,  OTIS  BRIQGS^ 
JAMES  SYLVESTER  RRIGGS,  BARNABAS  WEBB  BRIQG8,  J.  O. 
CURTIS,  WILLIAM  VINAL,  JR.,  HENRY  VINAL,  WILLIAM  BRIGGS, 
&  CO.,  MELZAR  S.  TURNER,  LUTHER  BRIGGS,  EDWIN  OTIS, 
ANDREW  COLE. 

SHIP  building  was  probably  first  carried  on  at  the  Harbor  hy 
William  James.  Deane  says  he  probably  came  from 
Marshfield  as  early  as  1650,  but  he  did  not  settle  at  the  Harbor 
until  1673.  He  may  have  built  here  as  early  as  1650,  but  no* 
proof  has  been  found  by  the  author  of  his  having  built  any^ 
vessels  before  settling  at  the  IlarlKn*.  He  du}^  a  dock  and 
Ioc:ilcd  his  yard  at  the  head  of  it,  where  Dunbar's  wharf  has 
since  been  built.  The  dock  is  still  known  as  **  Will  James' 
Dock."  He  left  no  descendants  of  record;  his  house  was 
where  "Young's  Tavern"  afterward  stood.  The  first  white 
settlers  were  using  heavy  tunber  at  an  early  date,  as  the  fol-^ 
lowing  verdict  shows : 

"  1673.  Verdict  that  Experience  Litchfield  came  by  his  death  in 
attempting  to  carry  a  heavy  stick  of  timber  on  board  a  boat  at  Rho- 
dolphus  Eellme's  landing  place  at  Hoop -pole  neck,  his  feet  slipping 
up  and  he  falling  on  a  plank  and  the  tnnber  on  his  head,  he  dying 
at  his  father's  house  the  same  day." 

Hoop-polo  neck  was  near  Groat  neck,  north  of  the  Harbor 
toward  the  G  lades.  The  firat  drowning  accident  recorded  as  hap- 
pening at  the  IIarlK)r  was  in  1676  : 

**  Joseph  Ellis  at  Scituate  with  John  Vaughan  and  Daniel  Hicks^ 
Jr.,  going  into  the  water  at  tlie  Harbor  to  swim,  said  Joseph  Ellifr 
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was  drowned.     Tury's  verdict  that  the  water  in  the  said  Harbor  was 
the  sole  cause  of  his  death." 

The  first  mill  in  town  was  a  wind-mill  on  the  northeast  part 
of  the  3d  cliff,  erected  by  William  Gilson  in  1636.  The  first 
tide  mill  at  the  Harbor  was  built  by  John  Stetson,  who  in  1730 
purchased  the  Wanton  Estate  in  Scituatc.  It  docs  not 
seem  out  of  place  to  record  here  the  death  of  two  daughters  of 
a  minister  long  settled  in  this  town,  pastor  of  the  First  church.* 
The  first  taken  from  the  Postscript  to  Boston  Evening  Post^ 
Jan.  15,  1759 : 

**  Death,  on  tlio  9Ui  of  this  inst.  diotl,  &  on  tho  11th  was  doccntly 
interred,  Mrs.  HaUishoba  Kmmes,  wife  of  Mr.  Saml  Knimes,  of  this  town, 
•&  youngest  daughter  of  the  liev.  Mr.  Shearjashub  Bourn,  of  Scituate,  in 
the  29th  year  of  her  age.  As  she  served  Grod  from  her  early  youth,  & 
lived  a  vfrtuons  life,  so  she  had  the  comfort  of  it  when  drawhig  near  to 
death." 

And  the  second  taken  from  Boston  Evening  Posty  Yeh.  11, 
1760  : 

«<  At  Scituate,  the  28th  of  January,  died  with  Christian  resignation.  Mis. 
Desire  Bailey,  wife  of  Mr.  Benjamm  Bailey  and  daughter  of  the  ELev.  Mr. 
Shearjashub  Bourn,  of  that  town,  ^t.  31." 

The  fisheries  were  an  early  source  of  income  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Harbor  village.  In  1680,  Cornet  Robert  Stetson, 
of  Scituate,  and  Nathaniel  Thomas,  of  Mai*shfield,  hired  the 
Cape  Fishery  for  bass  and  mackerel.  In  1770  over  30  vessels 
were  fitted  out  from  Scitujite.  In  1828  over  15,000  barrels  of 
mackerel  were  taken  by  Scituate  vessels.  In  1830  thiity-fivo 
vessels  were  fitted  out  from  the  Ilarhor  for  mackerel  fishing  in 
the  summer  and  were  employed  during  the  winter  in  the  lum- 
ber and  grain  coasting  trade.  Deane  says  that  in  1830  there 
were  "two  reguhir  packets  from  tho  Harbor  carrying  on  an 
almost  daily  intercourse  with  Boston."  Charles  T.  Torrey,f 
the  martyr,  in  his  book  entitled  "  Home,  or  the  Pilgrim's  Faith 
llevived,''  written  during  his  incarcomtion  in  Baltimore  jail, 
says: 

**  The  Eastern  border,  for  some  twelve  miles  rests  on  the  seashore. 
It  is  a  long,  rocky  beach  on  which  the  surges  never  cease  to  beat, 
which  has  been  the  last  sand  touched  by  many  a  shipv/recked  sailor. 


*  See  Wanton  Yard  Chapter. 

f  See  chapter  Scituate  MiscellaneonB. 
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and  is  interrupted  by  several  high  hills  or  cliffs.  In  some  past 
century  these  cliffs  were  long  promontories  jutting  out  into  the 
ocean  waves.  Storm  after  storm  has  beat  upon  them  and  now  more 
tlian  two-thirds  of  their  soil  has  fallen  and  been  washed  away. 
Twenty  years  ago  I  remember  riding  on  firm  soil  at  a  safe  distance 
from  the  then  peaceful  brink  of  one  of  the  cliffs,  more  than  a  hun- 
dred feet  beyond  the  present  reach  of  the  fierce  waves.  And  the 
huge  rocks  that  once  dotted  the  top,  now  help  to  break  the  power  of 
the  waters,  far  out  from  the  shore.  These  cliffs  in  1622  were  cov- 
ered with  the  cornfields  of  the  Indians.  At  the  foot  of  them  stood 
their  wigwams.  Near  by,  stands  the  old  mansion,  or  its  successor,, 
built  on  the  soil  they  gave  the  friendly  Christian  Tanner.  Between 
another  and  a  rocky  headland,  is  our  little  tide  liarbor,  giving  shel- 
ter to  our  fishing  craft  and  a  few  vessels  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade." 

Tho  early  papers  record  many  of  these  shipwrecks  and 
besides  tho  following,  many  aro  recorded  under  other  chaptera. 
From  the  Boston  Evening  Postj  Feb.  1,  1768  : 

**  Last  Thursday  night  the  sip.  *  Eraiont,*  Wm.  Wilson,  master,  from 
the  Island  of  St.  John's,  bound  to  this  place,  was  cast  away  at  Scitoate  'y 
the  vessel  lost  but  the  people  saved.** 

From  the  Boston  Evening  Posty  May  9,  1768  : 

<*  Capt.  John  Doubleday  in  a  brig  from  the  Mount,  on  Friday  morning, 
the  15th  ult.,  in  thick  weatner.  ran  ashore  on  the  rocks  near  Siituate,  but 
luckily  got  ofT  again  but  received  so  much  damage  in  her  bottom  that  they 
could  scarcely  keep  her  above  water  till  thoy  got  into  Plimouth  Harbor, 
from  whence  after  taking  out  part  of  her  cargo,  she  came  up  to  town  last 
week." 

From  the  Boston  Evening  Posty  Mon.,  Oct.  11,  1773  : 

**  We  hear  that  a  sip.  belonging  to  Seituate,  Wm.  Willson,  master,  bound 
from  Kennebeck  to  this  place,  loaded  with  lumber,  was  stranded  on  Hamp- 
ton lU^ach  hist  Saliirday  fo^n 'night.  Capt.  Willson  ^  one  man  and  a  boy 
took  t>i>  a  IxKit  which  soon  afti'i*  overset  in  tho  surf  and  tho  two  fornior 
were  drowned ;  3  other  men  and  a  woman  staid  on  board  the  wreck  but 
2  of  them  with  the  woman  were  washed  off  and  drowned.  It  is  said  that 
a  vessel  was  also  drove  ashore  the  same  day  on  Plumb  Island.^* 

Seituate  Harbor  offered  every  facility  for  shipbuilding 
excepting  that  large  vessels  could  not  be  gotten  over  the  bar, 
the.ro  bcinff  Rcldoni  moro  than  ten  foot  of  water  at  full  tide. 
Tho  two  points  which  form  tho  harbor  aro  Crow  I'oiiit  and 
Cedar  Point.  On  tho  northeast,  or  Cedar  Point,  there  is  a 
light-houso,  now  unused,  which  was  orected  in  1811.  Through 
tlie  untiring  efforts  of  the  Hon.  George  Lunt,  the  Govern- 
ment has  built  a  breakwater  from  this  point,  and  has  partially 
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dredged  the  harbor.  Had  Mr.  Lunt  lived  and  been  able  to  carry 
out  his  plans  of  making  Scituate  Harbor  safe  for  a  pK>Tt  of 
refuge  with  a  guiding  light  at  its  entrance  the  loss  of  life  would 
have  been  undoubtedly  much  loss  the  past  year  on  Scituate*s 
eight  miles  of  rocky  coast.  In  early  times  the  shores  of  the 
harbor  were  skilled  with  timber  to  the  water's  ciltro,  which 
made  shipbuilding  an  easy  matter  for  the  early  settlers  com- 
pared with  their  descendants  who  had  to  cart  timber  ten  and 
twenty  miles.  The  following  are  some  of  the  vessels  built  in 
Scituate  and  it  is  possible  many  of  them  were  built  at  the 
Harbor. 

John  Kent  probably  built  here  as  early  as  1700.  One  of  his 
descendants,  Samuel  (referred  to  fuither  on)  built  here  a  hun- 
dred years  later.  There  was  built  in  Scituate,  in  1698,  the  ship 
**  PROVIDENCE,"  100  tons,  Capt.  Thomas  Lillie;  owners 
Capt.  John  Thomas,  Samuel  Lillie,  John  Borland  and  Joseph 
Brigham  of  Boston  ;  also  the  same  year,  1698,  the  ship  **  BLES- 
SING," 90  tons,  Capt.  Richard  Lillie;  owner  Saml  Lillio  of 
Boston;  also  the  same  year,  1698,  the  sip.  "  ADVENTtJRE,'' 

15  tons,  Capt.  Daniel  Weare ;  owner  Peter  Butler  of  Boston. 
In  1699  the  sip.  ''JAMES  &  THOMAS,"  30  tons,  was  built 
at  Scituate  ;  owners,  James  Pitts,  merchant,  and  Thomas  Sav- 
age of  Boston,  also  the  same  year,  1699,  brig't'n  ••  SWANN,** 
45  tons ;  owners,  Joseph  Jackson,  William  Clarke,  Richard 
Middlecott,  John  Eyre,  Thomas  Cooper  and  George  Ilallett, 
all  of  Boston;  also  in  1699,  sip.  •^MARY  &  ABIOAIL,"  aO 
tons,  Capt.  Thomas  Newman ;  owners  John  Foster  and  Dame 
Mary  Phi ps  of  Boston ;  and  also  in  1699,  Brig't'n  **  SPEED- 
WELL," 50  tons,  Capt.  Thomas  Simpkins;  owner,  Samuel 
Lillie  of  Boston. 

Job  Otis  succeeded  William  James  at  his  yard.  The  only 
vessel  there  is  positive  proof  of  having  been  built  by  Job  Otis 
was  in  1700,  referred  to  in  the  following  oath  made  Oct.,  1700 : 

*'  Isaac  Little,  of  Marshnclcl,  in  the  Province  of  Massucluisctts 
Bay,  in  New  England,  made  oath  that  the  Katch  *  LITTLE  OTIS,' 
of  Scituate,  within  the  said  Province,  whereof  Samuel  Prince  is  at 
present  master,  being  a  round  sterned  Vessel  of  the  burthen  of  about 
Thirty  Tons,  was  built  at  Scituate  aforesaid,  in  this  present  year 
1700,  And  that  yob  Otis^  of  said  Scituate,  together  with  him  the 
said  Isaac  Little,  are  at  present  owners  thereof,  and  that  no  forreigner, 
<3irectly  or  indirectly,  hath  any  share  or  part  or  interest  therein 

Sworne  before  William  Stoughton,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Gov.  &c,, 

16  William  Payne,  Deputy  Collector." 


VESSELS  BUILT  IN  8CITUATE  EARLT  IN    1700.  367 

There  was  also  built  at  Scituate  in  1700  BrigVn  "UNITY,'' 
€0  tons,  Capt.  Samuel  Simpkins ;  owner,  Samuel  Lillie.  The 
Noilheys  were  also  interested  in  Scituate  vessels  if  they  did 
not  build  at  the  Harbor  themselves.  John  Northey  came  from 
Marblehead  in  1675,  and  has  descendants  now  living  in  Scit- 
uate.    The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  oath  taken  by  him : 

"January  2nd,  1700.  yohn  iVbrM^,  of  Scituate,  in  Province 
Massnchusetts  B<'iy,  in  New  England,  made  oath  that  the  Katch 
**  SARAH'S  ADVENTURE,"  of  Scituate  aforesaid,  whereof  John 
llorton,  Jr.,  is  at  present  master,  bcinga  round  sterncd  Vessel  *  ♦  ♦  of 
40  tons,  was  built  at  Scituate  aforesaid  in  the  year  1699,  and  that  David 
Jacob,  Nathaniel  Tilden,  Joseph  Otis  and  David  Northy,  all  of 
Scituate,  and  Samuel  Lillie  of  Boston,  ♦  •  »  •  together  with  the 
said  John  Northy,  are  at  present  owners  thereof  •  •  ♦  •  sworne 
before  me,  William  Stoughton,  Lt.  Gov.,  &c.,  &  William  Payne, 
Dep  Coll." 

A  ketch  or  ^  katch  "  as  they  used  to  spell  it,  was  always  a 
small  vessel  ligged  something  like  a  sloop,  with  one  or  two 
masts,  very  much  like  the  modem  yacht.  There  was  built 
at  Scituate  (possibly  at  the  Harbor)  the  following  vessels.  In 
1700  the  brigVn  "AMITY,''  25  tons;  ownera,  John  Frizell, 
merchant,  and  John  Ruck,  of  Boston;  in  1701,  brig't'n 
"SWANN,**  60  tons ;  owners,  Capt.  Thomas  Parker  and  Samuel 
Lillie,  of  Boston;  and  the  same  year,  1701,  the  ship  "JOHN 
c&  ELIZA Bl^yni,'' 70 tons;  Capt. Thomas Chitty;  owner,  John 
Frizell,  Boston.  Also  in  1 701 ,  the  bark  "  DRAGON,"  65  tons ; 
owners,  Capt.  John  Ruggles,  John  Devin  and  George  Robin- 
son, of  Boston,  and  William  Smith,  of  Charlestown.  In  1702, 
the  brigTn  "  DRAGON,"  40  tons,  Capt.  John  Jinkins  ;  owner, 
Samuel  Lillie;  and  the  same  year,  1702,  the  sloop  "INDUS- 
TRY,*' 40  tons,  C/apt.  Thomas  Barnes ;  owners,  James  Barnes 
and  Klisha  Itcnnei,  Boston ;  and  the  same  year,  1702,  brig't'n 
^'FRIENDS'  ADVENTURE,''  50  tons;  owncra,  CapUiin  Jona- 
than Evans  and  Samuel  Lillie,  Boston  ;  and  also  the  same  year, 

1702,  brig't'n^JOHN,"  40  tons,  Capt.  John  Guniy;  owner, 
John  Frizell,  Boston.  In  1703,  the  brig't'n  ''  CHARLES,"  30 
tons;   owner,  John  Frizell,  of  Boston;  and  the   same  year, 

1703,  the  brig't'n  "SEA  FLOWER,"  60  tons;  owner,  Samuel 
Lillie  of  Boston;  also  in  1703,  the  brig't'n  "SPEEDWELL 
FRIEND,"  20  tons;  owners,  David  Northey  and  Samuel 
Northey,  Jr.,  and  John  Northy  of  Seituate  ;  and  the  same  year, 
1703,  the  sloop  "ENDEAVOR,"  36  tons;  owner,  Samuel 
Marshall,  of  Boston.    In  1705  was  built  the  brig't'n  "THREE 
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SISTERS,"  90  tons;  owners,  Daniel  Oliver,  merchant,  and 
Nathaniel  Oliver,  of  Boston.  In  1706,  the  sloop  "  DOVE,**  30 
tons;  owners,  John  Foster,  Esq.,  Gilbert  Bant,  John  Eustice, 
and  William  Colo,  of  Boston.  For  the  next  seventy  yeai-s  tho 
records  of  shipbuilding  are  missing,  therefore  tlio  history  of 
shipbuilding  for  those  years  will  remain  nearly  blank  unless  tho 
British  Government  sees  tit  at  some  future  time  to  return  the 
valuable  papers  they  confiscated  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 
It  was  probably  by  some  oversight  that  the  records  from  1675 
to  1715  were  left.  The  next  earliest  records  we  have  found  of 
vessels  that  were  built  in  Scituate,  and  probably  at  the 
Harbor,  arc  tho  following :  1780,  sch.  ''HANNAH,'*  27  Urns,  of 
Cohasset;  owners,  Nehcmiah  Manson,  of  Cohasset,  Ignatius 
Yinal,  and  Luther  Holbrook,  of  Scituate.  In  1785  the  brig 
••FAME,"  140  tons,  of  Boston  ;  and  the  same  year,  1785,  the 
sch.  *' PATTY,"  56  tons,  of  Newburyport.  In  1795,  the  sch. 
•*  SOPHIA,**  67  tons,  of  Boston.  In  1796,  the  sch.  •'INDUS- 
TRY," owned  by  James  Little  and  others,  of  Scituate.  In 
1797,  the  sch.  "LIVELY,"  28  tons;  owned  by  Joseph  Jcu-^ 
kins,  at  Scituate.  In  1798,  the  sch.  •*  LUCY,"  39  tons ;  owned 
by  James  Lither  and  Jcdediah  Little,  and  Israel  Merritt, 
of  Scituate.  The  same  year,  1798,  the  sch.  ••  POLLY,"  39 
tons,  of  Boston ;  owned  by  Jane  and  Nathaniel  Waterman,  of 
Boston,  Nathaniel  Wade,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Turner,  Jr.,  and 
Nathaniel  Baker,  of  Scituate.  In  1800  the  sell. ''  II ARRIOTT,^^ 
60  tons,  owned  by  Lemuel  and  Levi  Vinal,  and  Consider  Mer- 
ritt,  of  Scituate;  afterward  sold  to  Bowdoinham.  In  1801 
sch,  "ELIZA,"  99  tons,  of  Boston. 

William  Vinal  (whoso  son  William  built  hero  Liter)  built 
vessels  at  Scituate  harbor  as  early  as  1786,  He  was  also 
largely  interested  in  tho  fisheries.  Major  William,  as  he  was 
called,  was  a  son  of  laracl,  Jr.,  and  a  descendant  of  widow 
Anna  Vinal,  who  was  in  Scituate  as  early  as  16H(>,  with  thrco 
children.  William  afterward  projected  a  settlement  at  Quiiicy 
Point.  Among  the  vessels  he  built  at  the  Harbor  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 1786,  sch.  "SALLY,"  54  tons;  owners,  Nathaniel 
Wade,  Jr.,  Thomas  Mann,  Barnabas  Webb,  Stephen  and  Wil- 
liam Vinal,  Scituate.  171)3,  sch.  "  POLLY,"  52  tons  ;  owners, 
Nchemiah  Manson  and  William  Vinal,  shipwright.  1794,  sch. 
"FANNY,"  67  tons,  of  Scituate;  Elijah  and  Oliver  Jenkins, 
and  William  Vinal,  Jr.,  Scituate,  owners.  1795,  sch.  "BET- 
SEY," 35  tons,  of  Scituate :  William  Vinal,  owner.  1796, 
sch.  "SALLY,"  54  tons,  of  Scituate;  Samuel  Curtis,  Deborah 
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Mann,  Barnabas  Webb,  Stephen  and  William  Vinal,  owners, 
179fi,  sell.  *'  LYDIA  &  POLLY,''  102  tons,  of  Scituato ;  James 
Little,  Oliver  an<l  Klijali  Jenkins,  ami  William  Vinal,  own- 
ers. 1797, 8ch.  '' FISH  HAWK,"  40  tons,  of  Scituate,  Charles 
Ellms,  Levi  and  William  Vinal,  ownera.  1798,  sch.  '^BET- 
SEY,**  60  tons,  of  Seituate.  Nehemiah  Manson,  Lemuel  and 
William  Vinal,  owners.  1800,  sch.  "KOVEli,"  89  tons; 
owners,  Nehemiah  Manson,  James  Collier,  William  Vinal,  Ira 
Bryant,  Cushing  Otis,  of  Scituate,  and  othcre.  She  afterward 
hailed  from  Boston,  was  chan<red  from  a  schooner  into  a  brig  in 
1804,  and  on  Feb.  14, 1811,  at  Boston,  was  ordered  to  be  sold 
for  the  payment  of  seamen's  wages.  In  1800  sch.  "LIBERTY,'* 
88  tons,  of  Scituate,  Charles  Ellmes,  Duvid  Otis,  Lemuel  and 
William  Vinal,  owners. 

built  more  vessels  than  any 
one  else  at  the  Harbor  dur- 
ing the  (ii-st  pai*t  of  this 
century.  His  yard  was  lo- 
cated on  the  creek  or  inlet  liear  the  mouth  of  Satuit  Brook, 
which  was  then  quite  clear  and  deep.  It  was  on  the  Harbor 
side  of  the  creek,  and  not  far  from  the  "Old  Tavern  House,** 
which  is  still  used  for  a  public  house.  His  residence  stood  on 
the  present  site  of  Mr.  Ellm's  grocery  store.  The  firat  bridge 
over  Satuit  brook  was  built  jirior  to  1648.  This  stream,  for 
which  the  t^wn  was  named,  is  scarcely  a  mile  in  length,  and 
falls  into  the  creek  at  the  Harbor.  The  early  8cttlei*8  found 
beaver  dams  across  it.  East  of  the  Harbor  the  territory  was 
called  Little  Marsh  in  1636.  From  the  Boston  Evening  Post^  of 
May  20, 1771,  is  taken  an  item  relative  to  the  Kent  family,  but 
not  this  immediate  branch. 

<«  Last  Tuesday  died  Mr.  Samuel  Kent,  of  Charlostown,  in  the  57th  year 
of  his  a^c,  >vhos()  dcaih  (on  account  of  his  remarkable  diligence,  upright- 
ness and  goodness  in  the  public  :is  well  as  the  private  affairs  of  his  life),  is 
yery  justly  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him.^' 

Samuel  Ifentj  the  shipbuilder  of  Sciluaie  was  a  descendant 
of  John  Kent,  of  Dedham.  After  much  time  and  labor  among 
the  Dedham  church,  town,  tuul  other  recumls,  and  the  same 
records  of  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  Boston  and  Scituate,  the 
following  genealogy  hsis  been  compiled : 

KENT  OENEAIjOGY. 

The  first  of  this  name  we  find  in  New  England  is  ^  Jo.  Kent, 
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aged  23,  sailed  from  London  in  1635  in  the  ship  ^William  & 
John,'  bound  to  St.  Christopher. '** 

The  next  earliest  aceounts  of  the  Kent  family  are  found  in 
the  "Dedham  Records  of  Church  and  Cemetery,**  and  the 
•*  Dedham  Records  of  Riilhs,  Marriaj^cs,  etc."  Joshua  Kent 
was  in  Dedham  in  1G43.  He  was  admitted  into  the  church  there 
in  Sept.,  1644.  In  November,  1644,  he  went  to  England,  the 
church  records  say,  **with  our  testimonial]."  He  returned 
from  England  in  1645,  bringing  with  him  two  brothers,  one  of 
whom  was  John^  the  direct  or  common  ancestor  of  Samuel 
Kent,  the  shipbuilder,  and  the  others  of  that  name  in  Scituate 
and  Marshfield.  There  was  born  to  Joshua  Kent,  and  Mary, 
his  wife,  Dec.  17,  1646,  a  dau.,  whom  they  named  Lydia. 
Joshua  became  a  freeman  in  1646.  In  October,  1647,  **for 
reasons  not  well  satisfying  his  friends  or  church,"  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  he  went  back  to  England,  where  he  found  the 
government  in  a  very  unsettled  condition,  trouble  *^ having  again 
arisen."  Recoming  dishcaitencd  at  the  convulsions  of  his 
native  land,  he  and  his  wife  returned  again  to  America  in  Octo- 
I>er,  1648.  Another  chihl  was  born  to  them  Jan.  27,  1050, 
whom  they  named  Sarah.  A  third  dau.,  Mary,  was  born  Oct. 
10,  1651.  Mary  Kent,  deceased,  Nov.  28,  1676 ;  but  whether 
it  was  the  mother  or  child  the  records  do  not  state. 

John  Keiity  I.,  bro.  of  Joshua,  was  received  into  the  church  at 
Dedham,  May  16,  1652.  He  was  a  freeman  in  1654,  and 
mar.  March  21,  16(52,  Hannah  Grizold  (also  found  recorded  as 
Grizwold  and  Grissell.)  She  died  in  Charlcstown,  Mass., 
January  9,  1690-1.  They  removed  to  Charlcstown,  where 
they  were  admitted  to  the  church  April  13,  1663.  Their 
children  were,  I.  Hannah,  b.  July  2,  1667 ;  mar.  Joseph 
Gaboon.  H.  John.  III.  Mary,  b.  Feb.  3,  1669-70.  IV. 
Joshua,  b.  June  15,  1672,  d.  soon.  V.  Joshua,  baptized  July 
5,  1673,  afterward  of  Boston.  VI.  Joseph^  baptized  Octolicr 
17,  1G75,  (mar,  Rebecca  ChiMendon.)  Vll.  Samuel,  b.  Mur. 
23,  1678,  d.  aged  25  years.  VHI.  Ebenezer,  b.  Aug.  18, 
1680,  afterward  of  Scituate.  IX.  Lydia,  b.  July  16,  1683. 
X.   Mary,  b.  May  12,  1686.     XI.  Susana,  b.  Aug.  13, 1689. 

John  H.,  son  of  John  I.,  mar.  Dec.  22,  1692,  Sarah  Smith. 
They  had  children  born   in  Charlcstown.     1.  Sarah,  b.   Oct» 
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11,  d.  Dec.  24,  1693.  2.  John,  b.  Sept.  29,  1694,  baptized 
in  Cambridge.  3.  Hannah,  b.  Mar.  5,  1695-6,  baptized  in 
Cambridge.  4.  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  8,  1697-8,  baptized  in 
Cambridge;  d.  in  Scituate  Jan.  8,  1702.  In  1698,  John,  the 
father,  and  Sarali,  his  wife,  removed  to  Scituate,  where  the 
following  children  were  bom  to  them.  5.  Ebenezer,*  b.  May 
28,  1699,  who  mar.  in  1728,  Huldah  Whittcmore,  and  in  1738 
was  captain  of  S.  Henley's  Snow,  "Rebecca."  6.  Benjamin  K., 
b.  Jan.  8,  1701.  7.  Sanih,  b.  Sep.  10,  1702.  8.  Samuel,  b. 
Dec.  18,  1703.  9.  Ezokicl,  b.  Oct.  8,  1705.  10.  Nathaniel, 
b.  Feb.  18,  1708.  This  family  removed  from  Scituate  to 
Mai*shiield  about  1709-10,  and  accounts  of  some  of  their  fam- 
ilies can  be  found  in  this  book  at  the  end  of  the  history  of  the 
Scituate  branches,  f 

Ebbnezer  Vin.,  bro.  of  John  11.,  and  son  of  John  T.,  went 
from  Charlestown  to  Scituate  where  he  married  in  1703,  Han- 
nah Gannett.  They  hsul  children :  1.  Abigail,  b.  Oct.  12, 
1706;  d.  March  12,  1709;  2.  Mercy,  b.  July  31,  1708;  3. 
Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  6,  1710.  4.  Isaac,  b.  Sept.  27,  1712.  5. 
Mary,  b.  1715.  6.  Ebenezer,  b.  1717.  We  will  now  go  back 
to 

Joseph^  6,  son  of  John  I.,  mar.  Nov.  26,  1702,  Rebecca 
Chittenden  of  Scituate  (mar.  by  Kev.  Mr.  Gushing).  She  d. 
Apr.  2,  1762,  in  her  81st  year.  He  d.  May  30,  1753.  By  his 
will,  probated  June  30,  1753  {  ;  he  devised  to  his  wife  the  use 
of  all  his  estate  except  that  given  to  Samuel.  He  gave  his 
negroes,  ^Teg^y  to  Mehetobel,  Venus  to  Rebecca,  tJenny  to 
Benjamin  and  Violet  to  Stephen.*' 

Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Ghittenden)  Kent  had  children :  I. 
Joseph,  b.  Mar.  5,  1703-4,  afterward  of  Boston,  gentloman.§ 


*For  descendwiti  lee  Genealogies  and  Bstates  of  Charlestown/'  K  to  Z,  p.  671. 

f<  On  20tn  of  Maj,  In  the  jear  of  onr  Lord  1700,  John  Kent,  of  Sittuate,  brought  to 
record  a  straj  horse,  as  he  sajd.of  a  darke  baj  color,  with  two  notches  or  peeoes  cut  oat 
of  the  near  eare  towards  the  top  on  each  side  one,  said  beast  being  talien  damag  feasant 
in  Inclosures." — SeituaU  RMCords, 

^Soc  Genealogies  h  Estates  of  Charlestown,  K  to  Z,  p.  572. 

«WILL  OF  JOSEPH  KENT. 

In  the  name  of  Qod  Amen  I  Joseph  Kent  of  Boston  in  ye  Conn^  of  SniTolk  & 
Pnivince  of  ye  Massachusetts  Bay  In  New  England  Gent'n  do  make  and  ordain  this 
my  lAfet  will  &  testament  &  I  do  hereiiy  give  and  lieqneath  all  my  estate  Iwth  real  and 
))crf(onnl  tliut  I  now  have  or  hereafter  may  have  as  wages  prize  money  fee  dne  or  that 
sbHil  licomie  due  from  any  person  or  persons  whatever  to  my  brother  Bei\jamln  Kent 
of  Boston  aforesaid  Gent'n  his  heirs  &  assigns  and  I  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint 


•  I 


872  KENT  GENEALOGT. 

n.  Stephen,  b.  June  14,  1706.  III.  Benjamin.  W.  Mehet- 
abel,  b.  Aug.  26,  1711,  mar.  Jotham  Tuttle.  Y.  Samuel,  b. 
July  18,  1714,  mar.,  Nov.  27,  1740,  Rebecca  Adams.  VI. 
Jonathan,  b.  Mar.  29,  1717,  afterward  of  Boston,  gentleman. 
VII.  JDavidj  h.  June  1,  1719.  VIII.  John,  b.  Sept.  24,  1722. 
IX.  Ilel>ecca,  b.  May  6,  1725,  mar.  Ebon  Rockwell. 

Benjamin  Kent,  of  Boston,  gentleman,  who  was  attorney  for 
David  in  1749,  and  probably  his  brother  and  son  of  Joseph 
VI.,  mar.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Jacob  Ilassey,  and  had  children: 

1.  Elizabeth  who  mar. Butman.     2.  Sarah,  mar. 

Blowers.  «S.  Benjamin  who  appears  to  have  gone  away  and  all 
trace  of  him  was  lost,  possibly  forever.  Benjamin,  Sr.,  and 
wife  Elizabeth  removed  to  Halifax,  N.  S.,  soon  after  or  about 
the  time  of  the  Revolution.  On  April  15,  1785,  he  being 
about  to  visit  Boston,  leaving  his  wife  and  children  in  Halifax, 
deeded  a  certain  messuage  or  dwelling-house  in  Boston  in  trust 
to  Samuel  Danforth,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  to  make  use  of  for  tlio 
suppoit,  etc.,  of  Ills  wife  and  chikli*en.  This  dwelling-house 
was  formerly  the  residence  of  Benjamin,  and  was  situated  **  at 
the  north  side  of  King  street  by  the  north  end  of  the  Town  or 
Court  House."  Benjamin  d.  prior  to  1794.  His  wife  was 
residing  in  Halifax  in  1808. 

David  7,  son  of  Joseph  6,  mar.,  in  1744,  Abigail  Damon, 
who  survived  him,  and  who  notwithstanding  the  restrictions  in 
her  husliand's  will,*  mar.,  2ndly,  a  Mr.  ICing.     David  probably 


bim  yo  said  Bonjainln  tlio  solo  oxociitor  of  this  my  Inst  will  \  tostAincnt  Tn  witness 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  &  seal  this  twcoty-nlnth  day  ot'  April  Ahw^^ 
Domini  seventeen  hundred  &,  forty-six 

sig.  seard  published  &  declared  1 

in  presence  of  }  Josbpu  Kent  (veaL) 

Henry  Venncr,  Eben'r  Rockwell,  Thos,  Goldtbwaitt  j 

Probated  Jany.  G,  1758. 

Letters  granted  to  Benj.  Kent  Jany.  6, 1768. 

Sco  Probate  llccords,  SuiToik  Co.,  Vol.  (>3,  page  54  &  55. 

•  WILL  OF  DAVID  KENT. 

In  ye  name  of  Ood  Amen,  I,  David  Kent  of  Boston  in  yo  Connty  of  Snfiblk  In  New 
England  Cooper  do  hereby  make  this  my  last  will  8c  testament  hereby  revoking  all  otiicr 
&  former  Will  or  Wills  and  tcstameiiU  liRreiot'ore  by  me  made  &  being  of  8«»ontl  mind 
&  memory  do  dispose  of  all  my  estate  both  real  Sc  personal  in  yo  following  manner  and 
etrcct.  Bnt  Imprimis  I  rcbtoru  my  soul  to  my  Almighty  God  &.  Father  who  lias  blessed 
me  with  ye  same  and  depend  on  his  infinite  goodness  &.  mercy  for  my  present  and  eter- 
nal future  felicity  and  my  body  I  resign  to  ye  grave  to  bo  decently  inU.r*a  by  my  exec- 
utrix hereinafter  named.  Item,  the  use  Ik  improvement  of  all  my  real  &  personal 
estate  I  give  and  l)equeath  to  my  lovmg  wife  so  long  as  she  shall  continue  my  widow. 
Item  I  give  and  bequeath  severally  to  my  sons  David  &  Joseph  Kent,  Fifty  pounds  to 
be  jpald  to  each  of  thorn  by  my  Executrix  boroinaltcr  to  bo  meutionod  as  tbey  shall  aer- 
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left  Charlestown  early  and  followed  his  trade  of  cooper  in  Bos- 
ton as  in  the  Boston  Town  Records,  1742-1757,  we  find  that 

**  At  a  Town  Meeting  held  in  Boston,  Mar.  i6,  1742,  Mr.  David 
Kent  and  six  others  were  chosen  cullers  of  staves  for  the  year 
ensuing,"  and  **  At  a  Town  Meeting,  held  Mar.  22,  1743,  Mr.  David 
Kent  and  eight  others  were  chosen  cullers  of  staves  and  hoops  for 
the  year  ensuing." 

Ho  had  by  his  wife  Abigail  two  sons:  I.  David.  11. 
JoMoi>h,  both  minora  at  the  time  of  the  dontli  of  their  father  in 
17tiO.  Their  mother  Abigail  wan  appointiui  their  guardian  in 
1762,  David  then  being  "above  14  years  of  age."  David,  Sr., 
and  wife  Abigail  resided  at  the  noi*th  end  of  Boston,  coiner  of 
Ship  (afterward  called  Fore)  street  and  Battery  Alley  (so 
called)  in  a  two-story  house  *'  all  wooden  except  a  l)rick  back," 
which  ho  bought  May  10,  174«S,  paying  therefor  £93,  ISs, 
Wyman,  in  his  Genealogies  and  Estates  of  Charlestown,  K  to 
Z,  page  573,  states  that  David,  Sr.,  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
but  from  what  source  he  received  this  infoimation  the  author 
has  been  unable  to  ascertain.  Certainly  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  David  owned  the  property  on  Ship  street  and  his  widow 
resided  there  for  many  years.  We  will  give  Joseph's  family 
first,  then  David's. 


oralljr  attain  to  tbo  ago  of  twenty-one  yean  notwithstanding  ye  use  and  Improyement 
aforesaid.  Item,  in  case  my  said  wife  Abigail  Kent  should  tntermarry  toiih  any  man 
after  my  deeea»e  my  will  m  and  I  do  thereupon  give  bequetUh  and  devise  to  my  ton  David 
one  third  part  of  my  reiil  and  pergonal  estate  to  him  and  hit  heirt  to  have  and  to  hold 
to  bim  and  theiia  immediately  upon  and  forever  afusr  his  attaining  to  ye  a^  of  twenty- 
one  years.  Item  one  other  third  part  of  my  real  andpertonal  ettate  (on  tnch  ttiiermarriage 
as  aforetaid)  I  hereby  give  liequeatb  and  devise  to  my  ton  Joteph  Kent  to  him  and  to  hit 
heirt  to  bave  and  to  bold  to  bim  and  them  immediately  upon  and  forever  after  his  attain- 
ing to  ye  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Item  the  otber  third  part  of  my  real  &  personal 
estate  after  my  taid  9ctfe*s  decease  I  do  hereby  give  bequeath  and  devise  to  my  said  sons, 
the  one  moiety  to  my  son  David  and  liis  heirs  and  ye  other  moiety  of  said  third  to  mr 
son  Joseph  and  his  bcirs  forever.  Item,  my  loving  wife  Abigail  Kent  I  appoint  yc  solo 
executrix  to  this  my  lost  will  and  testament.  In  Testimony  of  all  which  I  have  here- 
unto set  my  hand  and  seal  this  ninetecuth  day  of  April  A.D.  17r>9 

DAVID  KENT,  (seal) 
sign'd  seaVd,  publisb*d 
pronounc*d  and  declar*d 
to  be  my  last  will  &  testament 
in  presence  of  ye  snbeaibers 
William  Thomas,  Rebecca  Rockwell,  Jonathan  Kent. 

SuiTolk  R.S.  By  ye  Ilon*l>1o  Tbomns  llutctbinson,  Ksq.  Judge  of  ProlMito  \c.  The  within 
written  will  Iwlng  prcseulcd  for  probate  by  yc  executrix  tiioreiu  named,  William  Thomas 
&  Roliccca  Rockwell  made  oa(b  that  they  saw  David  Kent,  the  8ul>scril>er  to  tliid  inbtru- 
mentsign  tiio  Fame  and  also  beard  bim  publish  &  declare  it  to  Iks  bis  last  will  &  testa- 
ment ^  tlint  when  lie  so  did  be  was  of  stmnd  disposini;  mind  and  memory  according  to 
tlieso  dc|M)mMits'  l)c*.t  dihccrning  and  that  tiief  toi^ctiicr  with  Jonathan  Kent  {since 
deceased)  set  to  their  hands  as  witnesses  thereof  in  the  said  Testators  presence. 
Boston  March  7, 1760,  THOMAS  HUTCHINSON. 

Probate  oflice.       See  Bk  56  p.  279  ^1760) 
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Joseph  II,  son  of  David  7  was  mar.  to  Mary,  or  Polly  dark, 
Oct.  24,  1768,  by  Rev.  John  Lathrop.  Joseph  d.  prior  to 
1789.  The  Massachusetts  Magazine  records  the  death  of  a 
Mary  Kent,  Aug.  1,  1789.     They  had  children:  1.  Joseph. 

2.  John  who  succeeded  to  their  father's  interest  in  the  estate,  cor- 
ner of  Ship  street  and  Battery  (or  Daggett's)  Alley,  which  they 
still  held  in  1806,  and  also  propeily  on  Prince  street.  Joseph, 
who  was  a  cooper,  was  mar.  to  Hannah  Trask,  Oct.  18,  1795, 
by  Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap ;  John,  also  a  cooper,  was  mar.  to 
Eunice  Trask,  Oct.  27,  1799,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwui;  both 
Joseph  and  John  were  residents  of  Boston  in  1813. 

David  I.,  son  of  Dnvid  7,  mar.  Lydia  Damon  in  1773.  Ho 
was  a  shipwright  by  trade,  and  probably  built  at  Scituate 
Harbor,  and  possibly  in  Boston  as  he  and  his  wife  are  spoken 
of  in  a  deed  dated  1797  as  **of  Boston."  In  1789  he  owned 
one  undivided  half  of  a  dwelling  house,  located  at  the  North 
end  of  Boston  l>ctwccn  Clark's  and  Iljirtt's  building  yards,  near 
the  North  Battery,  and  on  tlio  c^>nicr  of  Ship  ntreet  and  Dsig- 
gett's  alley.  This  location  suggests  that  ho  might  have  been 
a  shipwright  on  one  of  the  above  yards.  He  d.  in  1825. 
L}'dia,  his  wife,  died  in  Scituate,  Dec.  12,  1831,  aged  82. 
They  had  children:  1.  Samuel  ihe  shipbuilder.  2.  SaiXiT, 
jnar.  Thomas  Lapham  ;  she  d.  Mar.  11,  1821,  aged  46  years. 

3.  Rachel,  mar.  Perkins  Clapp. 

Samuel  I.,  the  shipbuilder,  son  of  David  I.,  mar.  Hannah, 
dau.  of  Capt.  Noah  Brooks  (who  was  b.  in  1744,  and  d.  at 
sea).  She  also  had  a  bro.,  Capt.  Noah  of  South  Boston,  and 
two  sisters :  one  mar.  AVilliam  Bradford  of  Kingston  ;  tho 
other  mar.  the  lion.  John  Holmes  of  Maine.  Samuel  Kent 
resided  at  Scituate  Harbor  for  many  years,  where  he  built  ves- 
sels. An  account  of  his  business  here  is  given  in  this  chapter. 
Later  he  and  his  family  removed  to  South  Boston,  but  he  after- 
ward returned  to  Scituate,  where  he  d.  Aug.  5,  1829,  aged 
«5(>  years.     Samuel  and  Hannah  Kent  had  diihlren  : 

1.  CiiAULOTTE  Appleton^  b.  Jan.  12,  1800,  d.  Jan.  3, 1885. 
She  mar.,  June  12,  1820,  Ivory  Hall  of  Alfred,  Me.  He  d. 
April,  1873.  Children  :  1 .  Ivory  Bradford,  b.  March  7, 1821 , 
mar.  Phebe  L.  Nason,  Dec.  5,  1847.  He  d.  April  K),  1856, 
leaving  children  :  1.  William  Bnulford,  b.  April  11,  1849,  who 
mar.  Lizzie  Newhall,  and  resides  in  Portland,  Oregon,  whero 
they  have  four  children  :  Bradford,  Ada,  Hubert  and  Chester^ 
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and,  2,  Noah  BrookR,  b.  July  31,  18.53,  who  is  mar.,  and  also 
resides  in  Poi*tland,  Oregon,  where  he  has  two  children,  Flor- 
ence and  Ernest.  2.  Hannah  Francis,  b.  June  4,  1825,  d. 
Aug.  22,  1826.  3.  Charlotte  Appleton,  b.  Mar.  5,  1829,  mar. 
James  L.  Emerson,  July  3,  1865,  and  resides  in  Alfred,  Me., 
where  they  have  two  children  :  Mary  Lottie,  b.  Jan.  12,  1867, 
and  Fannie  Hall,  b,  May  29,  1870.  4.  Charles  Henry,  b.  May 
7,  1831,  mar.  Lizzie  M.  Marston,  Feb.  7,  1866.  They  reside  in 
South  Boston,  and  have  had  six  chihlrcn  :  L.  Gertrude,  b.  Feb. 

19,  18(»7;  Charles  linidford,  b.  Mar.  1(1,  1869;  Lillian  May, 
b.  Aug.  22,  1871;  Frank  Ivory,  b.  Oct.  1,  1873;  Nettie 
EstcIIe,  b.  Dec.  1, 1875  ;  Florence  Appleton,  b.  May  15, 1879, 
d.  July  19,  1880.  5.  llachel  Fmncis,  b.  Sept.  15,  1835,  mar. 
Benjamin  Parker,  Aug.  29,  1877,  and  resides  in  Somerville, 
Mass.  6.  Hannali  Brooks,  b.  July  21,  1838,  d.  June  5,  1839. 
7.  Edward  Kent,  b.  Mar.  28,  1840;  d.  Aug.  15,  1884. 

2.  Hannah  Williams,  b.  Oct.  14,  1801,  mar.  Alphcus 
Stetson,  Dec.  4,  1819.  They  had  eight  children  :  1st.  Alpheus 
M.,  b.  Sept.  21,  1820,  mar.  Sophia  B.  Osborn  of  So.  Boston, 
Oct.  7,  1842,  and  had  three  children:  I.John  Alpheus,  b. 
July  28,  1844,  mar.  Julia  Van  Ycigliton  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  June 

20,  1866,  children:  John  Alpheus,  Jr.,  b.  Feb.  2,  1868; 
Archie,  b.  June,  1869,  d.  July,  1869  ;  Herbert  Osborn,  b.  June 
3,  1871 ;  Sophia  Lawson,  b.  Aug.,  1876,  d.  April,  1877  ;  Wil- 
liam 0  ray  don,  b.  Feb.  18,  1878;  2.  Frances  Sophia,  b.  Dec. 
11,  1847,  d.  Sept.  8,  1848;  3.  Ilcrbeii;  Osborn,  b.  Sept.  7, 
1850,  d.  March  28,  1872.  2d.  Daniel  F.W.,  b.  Sept.  15, 
1823,  d.  May  16,  1825.  3d.  JMward  F.,  b.  June  18,  1826,  d. 
Nov.  15, 1829.  4th.  Hannah  Elizabeth,*  b.  Nov.  7,  1828,  mar. 
Harrison  O.  Bri^jgs.  fith.  Edward  F.,  2nd,  b.  March  23, 1830, 
d.  Oct.  27,  1830.  6th.  Sanih  W.,  b.  Au<r.  15,  1833,  mar. 
Joseph  F.  Baker  of  Boston,  Oct.  11,  1854,  children:  1. 
Frances  Josephine,  b.  Oct.  2, 1855,  mar.  Henry  Hunt  Arnold 
of  Boston,  Sept.  19,  1877 ;  2.  Annaii  AVilliams,  b.  Jan.  9, 
1858,  mar.  Charles  Everett  of  Boston,  June  15,  1882.  She 
has  one  child:  Charles,  b.  Oct.  11,  1883.  3.  Alpheus  Stet- 
son, b.  Feb.  6,  1860,  mar.  Maiiha  K.  Alden  of  Newton,  Sept. 
29,  1887.  lie  luis  one  child  :  Frances  .losephine,  b.  Oct.  13, 
1888.  4.  Grace  Seaus,  b.  May  15, 1867.  7th.  Fmnklin  J.,  b. 
Apvi  15, 1839,  d.  March  28, 1841.     8th.  Maiy  Adelaide,  b.  June 


•  For  Genealogy  of  her  family  Bee  Chapter  on  Briggs  lard. 
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25,  1843,  mar.  George  F.  Neule ;  Oct.  3, 1865,  children  :  Groo. 
S.,  b.  Oct.,  d.  in  Sept.,  1866 ;  Mary  H.,  b.  Sept.,  1869  ;  Alice 
K.  and  Forence,  b.  Jan.,  1875,  (Florence  deceased)  ;  Lawrence 
I.,  b.  July  1885. 

^  j/  ->/^  y         b.Scpt.l2, 

Boston,  2nd,  Elizabeth  Tripp  Baker  of  Dorchester,  Nov.  24, 
1831.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  children  :  1.  Samuel  Henry^ 
b.  Sept.  14, 1832,  mar.  Maggie  McCrea,  Dec.  25, 1859,  mar.  2nd^ 
Mary  J.  Biggs,  widow  of Lee,  and  resides  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  no  childi*en.  2.  John  Ilawes  Bird,  b.  Oct.  1, 
1835,  mar.  Sarah  E.  Shaw  of  Boston,  April  5,  1877,  and  they 
have  one  child,  John  Henry,  b.  Dec.  14,  1878.  3.  Edward 
Francis,  b.  June  20,  1842,  d.  Jan.  4,  1823. 

4.  Rachel  Clapp,  b.  Oct.  21,  1805,  d.  April  1,  1858.  She 
mar.  Ubeit  L.  Pettingill,  and  they  had  children:  1.  Charlotte 
Kent,  b.  March  6,  1838,  mar.  Edward  L.  Goodwin;  2.  Susan 
Jane  Adams,  b.  Sept.  24,  1840,  mar.  1st,  Truman  Flint;  2nd 
Cuitis  C.  Goss;  3.  Hannah  Brooks,  b.  Aug.  7,  1842,  mar. 
Edward  R.  Taylor;  4.  Frances,  b.  Nov.  29,  1844,  mar.  James 
Mackey;  5.  Ubert  Kalloch,  b.  June  2,  1848.  All  the  above 
have  descendants  excepting  Ubert  K. 

/>.  NoAii  Brooks,  1).  in  180(),  a  shipwri^ifht,  d.  eTan.  19,  18G1, 
in  AugUMtu,  Mo.,  agod  55  years,  lie  mar.  Elizabeth  EllniSy 
dau.  of  Josiah  Dunham. |     She  was  b.  1815,  and  d.  in  1838, 


*  His  correct  name  was  Sam'l  King  Kent,  but  he  dropped  the  King,  he  said  to  show 
his  aversion  to  a  icing.  He  was  a  shipwright,  and  Imilt  in  1825,  at  Boston,  the  sch. 
"  Newcomb,"  40  tons,  for  Lot  Wheelwright,  Loring  Newcomb,  Joseph  CottoDi  Jr.,  and 
Chas.  Apploton. 

t  Simons,  in  liis  History  of  Sonth  Boston,  p.  271,  says:  **  Prominent  amonf?  those 
wlio  liavo  i>L'cn  for  ii  loii^  liino  idciililluil  wiili  tliu  iiilcrc8(H  iumI  liisUny  of  S4M1II1  llotitoiiy 
stiindM  llio  well  known  nuniu  (»f  JuHiali  Diinliuui.  llo  was  lK>rn  in  Now  lkMlf<»nl,  Mnrcli 
II,  1775.  lie  was  son  of  Jesse  and  Susan  Dnnliam.  His  father  was  a  sea  Ciiptaiu.  The 
family  were  among  the  earlier  settlers  of  Plyinontli,  the  iirst  record  of  which  goes  back 
as  far  as  the  year  1G35.  The  hranch  from  which  he  descended  subsequently  moved  to 
Martha's  Vineyard.  When  a  youth  he  came  to  Boston  and  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  rope  making  business  with  a  Mr.  Kiehardson,  the  father  of  the  Hon.  Jeffrey  liichard- 
son,  of  Boston,  whose  ropcwnlks  extended  from  Purchase  sti-eet  to  Milk  street,  near  to 
the  present  location  of  Pearl  street.  He  first  commenced  the  inanuracture  of  cordage  oa 
his  own  nccouiit  in  a  ropewalk  which  stotMl  on  or  near  Boylsttm  street  in  Boston.  In 
the  year  IKO7,  ho  l)Ccamo  the  ])ur('liascr  of  several  acres  of  land  at  South  Boston  in  tlio 
vicinity  of  H  street  and  built  a  residence  for  himself  and  aropcwalk,  where  Ik)  ctmliniiod 
to  carry  on  the  cordage  nianuiactuio  until  the  close  of  the  year  1853.  During  all  ilio 
years  of  his  residence  in  South  Boston  he  was  engaged  in  the  building  of  dweUiogt  and 
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sged  23  years.  They  had  children:  1.  Mary  Ann,  b.  April, 
1832,  in  So.  Boston,  d.  in  1847,  aged  15  years;  2.  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Ellms,  b,  Sept.  22,  1834,  near  Bryant's  comer,  Scit- 
uate,  where  Noah  B.  Kent  and  family  resided  for  one  year, 
when  they  returned  to  So.  Boston.  She  mar.  Nov.  15,  1858, 
Lloyd  Briggs.    (For  Genealogy  of  this  family  see  chapter 

xvn.) 

6.  Barker  B.,b.  in  1811,  a  ship-joiner,  mar.  Sarah  H.,dau. 
of  ffTosiah  Dunham  and  sister  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  his  brother 
Noah  Brooks  Kent.  Barker  d.  «Iuiie  27,  187().  Sarah,  his 
wife,  d.  Nov.  7,  1838.  They  had  cliildren  :  1.  by  adoption, 
Barker  B.  (fonnerly  Nathaniel  Tuttlo)  a  physician,  b.  Aug. 
26,  1841,  d.  Feb.  2,  1872.  He  mar.  Helena  M.,  dau.  of  Capt. 
Ezra  H.  Baker  of  So.  Boston,  and  they  had  one  child,  Sarah 
Helena,  b.  Aug.  1,  1871,  d.  Feb.  2,  1872. 

7.  Sarah  Ann,  b.,  Feb.,  1812,  mar.  in  So.  Boston,  Benja- 
min, son  of  Elisha  elsunes,  M.D.,  of  Scituate.  Children:  1. 
Oeorge  Barker,  b.  July,  1837,  mar.  Adelaide  G.  Washburne 
and  has  four  children  :  George  B.,  William  G.,  Robert  K.  and 
Addie.  2.  Elisha  Francis,  b.  Jan.  3,  1841,  mar.  Elizabeth 
Sears,  and  has  four  children,  Edward  S.,  Elisha  F.,  Sarah  A. 


«torofi,  and,  wUhont  crectinff  a  large  nnmbor  in  nx\y  ono  voar,  In  tho  aggroffato  ho  was 
ilio  moving  spirit  In  Uio  orocilon  of  inuro  buildings  In  tuo  placo  than  any  othor  man. 
Thongh  ho  ilid  not  have  the  advantage  of  early  education,  yet  for  foresight,  energy,  per- 
sovenuico  and  ]H>worof  ineniorv.  he  had  few  Ruiwrlors.  11c  was  lmpnlNlvo,oaNlty  oxcitod, 
and  an  Injury,  real  or  8U|>|MNicd,  was  not  suon  forgotten.  On  the  other  hand  his  friend- 
ships were  strong,  his  benefactions  generous  and  long  continued,  and  he  would  often  do 
favors  to  others  even  to  his  own  injury.  He  was  an  active  participator  in  the  efforts  for 
building  the  North  Free  Bridge,  and  was  untiring  in  his  zeal  for  whatever  promised  to 
be  of  advantage  to  the  place  of  his  chosen  residence.  He  served  the  Twelfth  ward  in  the 
Common  Council  in  the  year  1833,  and  for  three  succeeding  years  was  an  efficient  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Mr  bile  a  memlicr  of  the  latter  Board  he  felt  a  deep 
Interest  in  the  grading  of  the  streets  of  South  Boston,  but  few  of  which  previous  to  that 
time  had  lieen  put  In  a  respectable  condition.  Finding  his  associates  In  the  Board 
rather  slow  in  their  nmvenients  In  this  work  he  foUowed  the  example  of  ono  of  whom  he 
WHS  an  ardent  snp|N>rtor  and  in  his  capacity  as  one  of  the  Surveyors  of  the  Iliuhways 
'  took  the  responsibility.'  lie  set  men  to  work  In  ploughing  down  and  levelling  up 
Fourth  street  and  Broadway.  Wben  completed  he  carried  the  bills  for  the  same* 
Amounting  to  some  $2500,  before  the  Aldermen,  who  with  some  shrugs  of  their  shoulders 
and  a  few  smiles  at  the  l)oldness  of  the  act  of  their  associate,  approved  the  bills  and 
ordered  their  payment  by  the  city.  In  the  year  1823,  when  the  Congregational  Church 
was  formed  which  is  now  known  as  the  Phillips  Church,  he  generouslv  erected  a  hall  on 
Fourth  street  f(»r  their  place  of  worship  and  cave  them  the  rent  and  other  substantial  aid 
till  tliey  erected  their  ciinrch  building,  lie  liiul  a  wonderfully  stmng  and  vigorous  con- 
stitution and  died  April  28, 1807  lacing  83  years  of  age.**  Joyiali  Dunham  mar.  Marr 
Ann,  dan.  of  William  and  Mary  Elms  ol  Middlelmrongh,  Mass.  She  d.  Feb.  16,  1%5, 
aged  60  years  8  months.  Josiah  and  Mary  were  both  interred  in  No.  11  St.  Matthews 
Cliurch,  South  Boston  but  in  May,  1861,  were  removcKl  to  Forest  Hills,  their  last  resting 
place.  "In  18ri3  Josiah  Dunham,  Jr.,  was  chairman  of  a  committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  Shade  Tree  Society."  (History  of  South  Boston,  p.  220.)  **  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  day  Is  not  far  distant  when  every  street  as  soon  as  ipraded  wUl  be 
graced  with  Uourishing  and  beautiful  shade  trees." 


878  KENT  OENEAIiOGT. 

and  Charles  D.    3.  Edward  Brooks,  b.  Sept.  14, 1843,  mar. 

Smith    and    has    had    five  children :  Benjamin   K.^ 

(deceased)  Eklward  B.,  (deceased)  Williams  B.,  Reginald  S.^ 
Catherine  II.  4.  Charles  Little,  b.  Jan.  14,  1846,  mar.  Clitb- 
eroe  Dean,  and  has  three  children:  Dean  K.,  BeV/^min,  3rd, 
and  Clitheroo.  5.  Benjamin,  b.  Dec.  2(>,  1851,4  .*r.  Kittie 
Greely,  no  children.     6.  Williams  Kent,  b.  Dec.  25,  1852, 

mar. Johnson,  and  has  one  child,  Herbert  J. 

Benjamin  James,  Sr.,  mar.  for  his  second  wife  Susan  Hall,  who 
was  b.  in  1823,  and  by  her  had  one  child.  7.  Frank  Irvin,  b. 
in  1862,  d.  young.  The  following  are  some  of  the  Marshfield 
branches  of  the  Kent  family.* 

Elisiia  Kent,  mar.  Susanna  Ford  Juno,  1741.  They  li:ul 
children:  1.  William,  b.  Oct.  1,  1742,  mar.  Mary  Samson, 
1773.  2.  Smith,  b.  Oct.  22,  1744.  3.  Elisha,  b.  Sept.  13, 
1746,  lost  at  sea.  4.  Peleg,  b.  Oct.  4,  1748,  mar.  Elizabeth 
Ford.  5.  Lucy,  b.  Oct.  5,  1750.  6.  Phebe,  b.  July  5,  1752, 
died  early.  7.  Charles,  b.  elan.  7,  1754,  mar.  Rutli  Bakor. 
8.  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  19,  1756,  mar.  Melzar  Samson,  1780.  9. 
Nathaniel,  b.  Dec.  25,  1760.  10.  Warren,  b.  Dec.  20,  1764. 
11.  Alice,  b.  April  22,  1766.  12.  Susanna,  baptized  May  11, 
1766. 

Joseph  Kent,  mar.  Lydia  Thomas,  Feb.  28,  1743.  They 
had  cliildren :  1.  Ann,  b.  Oct.  28,  1744,  died  early.  2. 
Thomas,  b.  Oct.  13,  1746,  lost  at  sea,  1771.  3.  Lydia,  b. 
1751,  nijir.  Dr.  Uurnham  of  Norwich,  Conn.  4.  John,  b.  175G, 
mar.  li.  Walker.  5.  Nutlianicl,  b.  17(50,  mar.  6.  Abigiiil,  b. 
Doe.  22,  1763,  mar.  Asa  Weston.  7.  Elizabeth,  b.  May, 
1767,  died  June,  1856. 

Benjamin  Kent,  mar.  Persis  Doggett,  1723.  Benjamin 
Kent  died  at  Kingston,  Jamaica.  Tliey  had  cliildren.  1. 
Penelope,  baptized  Nov.  8,  1724  or  1726,  died  early.  2. 
Jo.so|)h.  3.  John,  ininoi*s,  at  their  grand fathor's  <lo:illi 
removed  to  Maine.  4.  PorniH,  I).  July  i>,  1724,  nnir.  I^iIkmI 
Jenkins  of  Boston.  5.  Betsey  or  Elizabeth,  (mar.  a  Bois  [?] 
of  Milton).  6.  Nathaniel.  7.  Mary,  died  young.  The  will  of 
Benjamin  Kent  of  Boston,  mariner  proved  June  27,  1748,  in 
Suflblk  County,  Mass.,  gives  a  remainder  of  his  estate  to  eight 


*  Nat.  Kent,  Nat.  Thomas  and  Nat  Ford  all  of  Marshfield,  who  nsed  to  be  called  the 
<Hhree  Nats/'  seUled  at  Ileadfleld,  Maine,  and  Kent's  Uill  at  that  place  took  its  name 
from  Nat.  Kent 
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ehildren,  viz. :  Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  Joseph,  John,  Persia^ 
£Iiza1>eth,  Bathsheba  and  Mary,  and  appoints  his  wife  Persis 
executrix.  A  chiusc  from  Benjamin  Kent's  will  reads,  ^  My 
will  is  that  my  said  wife  shall  have  the  use  and  improvement  of 
the  rest  of  my  real  and  persona]  estate  to  enable  her  to  bring  up 
my  children  until  the  youngest  of  them  amve  to  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  if  there  should  be  occasion  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  any  or  all  of  my  real  estate  for  that  end  I  hereby 
give  her  power  to  do  so  and  to  execute  proper  deeds  of  the  same.** 

EzEKiEii  ItENT,  mar.  Susanna  Winslow,  Dec.  22,  1740,  who 
was  probably  widow  of  Nath'l  Winslow.  They  had  children : 
1.  Penelope,  b.  June  26,  1743,  mar.  Josiah  Winslow.  2. 
Susanna,  b.  June  17,  1745.  3.  Deborah,  b.  Oct.  18,  1748, 
mar.  Stephen  Carver.  4.  Ezekiel,  b.  March  1, 1747,  drowned. 
5.  Marcy,  b.  Oct.  2,  1754,  mar.  a  Bovcridgo.  6.  Ann,  b.  Jan^ 
12,  1758.  7.  Benjamin,  b.  Nov.  6,  1760,  mar.  a  Bcveridge.^ 
This  family  removed  to  Fox  Island,  Maine. 

William  Kent,  mar.  Mary  Sampson.  They  had  children  :  l- 
William,  b.  Sept.  5,  1773.  2.  Polly,  b.  Dec.  28,  1775,  mar. 
Asa  Sherman,  Dec.  27,  1798.  3.  Susanna,  b.  Nov.  15,  1778. 
4.  Smitli,  b<  Nov.  28,  1783.  5.  Sylvia  Church,  b.  July, 
1788.  6.  Elisha,  b.  Oct.  17, 1789,  mar.  B.  Sprague.  7.  Alice 
Warren,  b.  April  8,  1793. 

Samuel  Kent,  mar.  Desire  Barker,  Juno  25,  1732.  Desire 
died  Juno  14,  1744.  Samuel  Kent  mar.  secondly,  Mrs. 
Phoebe  Cook,  of  Kingston,  Dec.  8,  1748.  Children  all  by 
the  first  wife.  1.  Samuel,  deceased  early.  2.  Nathaniel,  b. 
Feb.  25,  1735,  died  at  Portsmouth.  3.  Hannah,  b.  Aug.  4, 
1737,  mar.  Nathan  Brewster.  4.  John,  b.  Oct.  13,  1739, 
settled  at  Portsmouth.  5.  Sandi,  b.  Aug.  6,  1741,  mar.  John 
Friend  of  Newburyport.  6.  Iluldah,  b.  Dec.  2,  1743,  died 
unmarried.  7.  Ichabod,  b.  Dec.  13,  1747,  settled  at  Duxbury. 
8.  Desire,  mar.  A.  Hunt. 

The  above  Samuel  Kent  was  probably  not  a  shipbuilder. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  the  Kents  originally  emigrated  from 
the  conl.iiKMit  of  Kurope  to  England.  Judge  Ilonr,  a  descend- 
ant of  the  Kent.M,  has  looked  up  some  valuai>le  facts,  the  author 
understands,  relative  to  this  family,  but  the  information  came 
too  late  to  investigate  for  this  book. 

The  first  vessel  built  by  Samuel  Kent^  of  which  we  have  found 
any  record  was  in  1798,  the  sch.  **  ELIZA,"  70  tons,  owned  by 
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Jesse  Dunbar  and  Samuel  Kent,  of  Scituate.  The  next  year, 
1799,  he  built  the  sch.  "SALLY,**  83  tons,  of  Charlestown; 
owned  at  one  time  by  Jesse  Dunbar,  Eli  Cuilis,  Samuel  Kent 
and  Asa  Yinal.  After  they  sold  her,  she  was  sold  by  the  U. 
S.  Marshal  while  she  was  owned  by  Charlestown  parties,  for 
a  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Later  she  was 
owned  in  Sweden  and  called  the  sch.  ^ Nysted.'"  Samuel  Kent 
built  in  1800  the  ship  "  CHARLOTTE,"  154  tons,  of  Boston. 
Also  in  1800,  the  sch.  "  LIBERTY,"  88  tons ;  owned  by  Wil- 
liam and  Lemuel  Yinal,  Charles  EUmes,  who  was  master,  and 
David  Otis,  of  Scituate.  He  built  three  vessels  the  next  year, 
1801,  viz:  ship  '' MARTHA,"  192  tons,  of  Boston;  sch. 
« EAGLE,"  107  tons,  of  Boston,  and  the  sch.  •'WASHING- 
TON,'' 87  tons;  Barnabas  Hedge,  owner,  at  Plymouth.  In 
1827  she  was  whaling  and  sealing  in  the  South  seas.  In  1802, 
Samuel  Kent  built  the  sch.  "HANNAH,"  138  tons;  two 
decks  and  two  masts,  of  Scituate,  Ira  Bryant,  master ;  Lemuel 
Yinal,  Samuel  Kent,  and  Ira  Bryant,  Scituate,  owners.  He 
built  in  1803  the  sch.  "INDUSTRY,"  68  tons,  of  Scituate; 
XiCmuel  Yinal  and  Nehemiah  Manson,  owners  ;  also  in  1803,  the 
sch.  "NANCY,"  94  tons ;  owne<l  by  Abner  Bailey,  Elijah  Cur- 
lis,  David  Otis  and  Davis  Jenkins,  of  Scituate.  The  "Nancy  ** 
was  afterward  used  as  a  North  River  packet,  and  commanded 
by  Capt.  Asa  Sherman,  Sr.  In  1804,  the  sch.  "MARY,"  82 
tons,  of  Kingston,  was  built  by  Samuel  Kent,  master  carpen- 
ter, and  in  1805,  the  sch.  "  WASHINGTON,"  108  tons  ;  owned 
by  Ezra  and  Lemuel  Yinal,Abraham  Harris  and  Perez  Pynchon, 
of  Scituate  ;  also  in  1805  the  sch.  "  JAMES,"  100  tons  ;  owned  by 
Isnicl  Mcrritt,  Ensign  Otis,  Jr.,  Lydia  liililo,  and  (Jridloy 
Cole,  of  Scituate.  In  1807,  the  sch.  "FRIENDSHIP,"  79 
tons,  owned  by  Samuel  Kent,  shipwright,  Lemuel  Yinal, 
Nehemiah  Manson,  David  Otis,  Jr.,  and  Perez  Pynchon,  of 
Scituate.     He  also  built  the  brig  "  OREGON." 

Kent's  yard  was  used  by  Anthony  Watei^man  in  1813,  which 
yoarliolmiltilm.scli.  "OLD  CAltPENTER,"  t>2  tons;  Lciii- 
ucl  Viual,  owner,  Scituate.  He  also  built  the  sch.  "JOIjLY 
TAR"  at  this  yard.  Anthony  was  son  of  Cai)t.  Anthony,  the 
tanner,  who  came  into  Scituate  from  Mai-shfield  in  1760. 
Anthony,  Jr.,  h.  1703,  resided  at  Ruck's  corner,  near  the  Harbor. 
His  son  James  had  a  tannery  on  the  old  Turner  and  Copeland 
place,  So.  Scituate.  Anthony  AVaternian  has  a  gnmdson, 
Andrew,  now  living  at  the  Harbor,  where  he  keeps  a  tinshop  op- 
posite the  South  Shore  House.     The  British  man  of  War,  "  Bui- 
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wark,**  lay  off  Scituate  Harbor  during  the  war  of  1812.  Doane 
writes :  "The  militia  of  Scituate  were  called  out  certainly  on 
one  occasion,  viz.,  July  7,  1814.  The  British  74,  chilled  the 
"Bulwark,"  had  Iain  near  Scituate  Harbor  several  wcci^s,  and 
had  sent  a  demand  on  shore  for  fresh  beef  and  vegetables,  which 
the  citizens  of  course  did  not  furnish.  Early  in  the  morning  of 
June  11,  1814,  two  tenders  manned  with  marines  came  into  the 
Harbor  and  set  fire  to  the  shipping,  and  retumed  to  their 
V(^ssel.  Ton  voshoXs,  finhing  an<l  roasting  cnid  wore  h)st.  A 
regiment  of  militia,  un<ler  (/oi.  John  Itarstow,  repaired  to  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Harbor;  but  their  services  were  not 
needed,  and  they  returned  to  their  homes.'' 

The  last  vessel  we  find  built  by  Samuel  ITenty  was  in  1818, 
the  brig  "  OllACLE,"  144  tons,  of  Boston ;  owners,  Otis 
Vina!,  Warren  Clafllin,  of  Boston,  Thomas  Hobart,  of  Pem- 
broke, and  Edmund  Freeman,  of  Orleans,  Mass.  Samuel 
Kent  later  moved  to  So.  Boston,  where  he  worked  repairing  old 
vessels.  Afterward  he  returned  to  Scituate,  where  lie  died, 
and  is  buried  in  Norwell,  in  the  cemetery  opposite  the  Unita- 
rian church  "on  the  hill." 

Capt.  Noah  Brooks^  who  served  his  apprenticeship  with 
Samuel  Kent,  built  in  the  Kent  yard  in  1804  the  brig  "  TROP- 
IC," 150  Urns,  owned  by  Thomsis  Motley,  Jr.,  of  Boston.  This 
was  probably  the  first  ship  he  built  on  his  own  account,  as  he 
was  then  but  22  years  of  age.  Noah  Brooks  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  William,  who  was  a  householder  in  Scituate  in 
1644,  and  resided  south  of  Tills  creek,  near  a  clear  spring  of 
water.  Capt.  Noah  Brooks  was  b.  in  Scituate,  July  7,  1782, 
and  d.  in  Dorchester,  Jan.  28,  1852,  from  the  result  of  an 
accident,  he  l>eing  thrown  from  a  sleigh.  As  before  stated,  he 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  his  brother-in-law,  SanmelKent, 
in  the  Kent  yard  at  the  Harbor.  For  sevenil  sesisons  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  he  took  companies  of  men  down  Eastand  built  one  or 
more  vessels  there.  He  went  to  So.  Boston,  where  he  worked 
a  short  time  for  Lot  Wheelwright,  and  afterward  built 
ships  on  his  own  account  at  the  yard  foot  of  F  street,  later 
occupied  by  E.  &  II.  O.  Briggs,  he  being  a  partner  with  them 
at  the  time  they  built  their  first  vessel.  He  built  the  bark 
"Edward  Fletcher,"  which  was  launched  from  back  of  the 
forts,  fully  rigged.  Capt.  Noah  Brooks  was  son  of  Noah 
who  descended  from  Nathaniel,  through  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  and 
Taylor  Brooks.     Noah,  Sr.,  mar.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Ebenezer 
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Stetson,  who  lived  on  North  River.  Captain  Noah,  Jr.,  the 
shipbuilder,  mar.  in  1812,  Esther  Stetson.  She  was  bom  in 
Scituate  in  1785,  and  died  in  1863. 

CniLDREN  OP  CAPT.   NOAH  AND  ESTHER  STETSON  BROOKS. 

i.  Williams  Barker,  mar.  Alvim  W.  Rico,  and  they  liave 
had  nine  children  whose  names  are  given  below.  2.  Esther 
Stetson,  mar.  Seth  Pettee,  and  had  one  child,  Noah  Brooks,  d. 
aged  11  mos.  3.  Nancy.  4.  John.  5.  Lydia  Sophronia, 
mar.  Josepli  Winsor,  Jr.,  and  had  one  child,  Francis  Herltert. 
6.  Sarah  Copeland.  7.  Hannah  Elizabeth,  mar.  Benjumin  B. 
Converse,  and  has  had  five  children ;  two  now  living,  llorhcrt 
Brooks  and  Frank  Battelle.     8.  Noah  Warren,  d.  aged  8  mos. 

5.  Maria  Warren,  mar.  Francis  B.  Little. 

CHILDREN   OF  AVILLIAMS   BARKER    AND   ALVIRA    W.    BROOKS. 

1.  Mary  Alvira  Briggs,  d.  aged  8  mos.  2.  Marion  Wil- 
liams.    3.  Noah  Waiter.     4.  Ella  Maria.     5.  Esther  Stetson. 

6.  Williams  Barker.     7.  Antoinette  Parsons.     8.  Agnes  Al- 
vira.    9.  Laura  Alice. 

James  Sylvester  Briggs  and  Barnabas  W.  Briggs^  built  at 
the  Harbor  as  early  as  1834.  They  first  occupied  the  Samuel 
Kent  yard  and  opposite  the  residence  of  John  Bciil.  There  they 
built  three  schooners.  They  then  removed  down  to  the  lower 
wharf,  to  the  Will  James  yard,  back  of  the  old  Dunbar  s>tore. 
This  yard  had  been  occupied  prior  to  this  time  hy  Ahijah  Of  is. 
They  were  descendants  of  Walter,  who  was  in  Scituate  iii  KM.*!. 
(See  Briggs  yard).  Walter  had  a  son,  Lieut.  James,  who  li:id 
a  son  Benjamin,  b.  in  1095.  Ilis  son  was  James  Brigirs,  l>. 
Nov.  16,  1735,  the  veteran  town  clerk,  which  office  he  held  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  was  generally  called  *' Clark  Briggs.*' 
He  lived  a  half-mile  south  of  Stockbridgc's  mill,  and  died  in 
1834,  aged  91)  years.  His  son  Joseph,  b.  1776,  was  father  of 
James  Sylvester  and  Barnabsis  W.  Briggs. 

mar.  Selina  CurtiH,  Nov. 
16,  1823,  and  had  chil- 
dren: 1.  Selina  Cuilis, 
b.  Oct.  26,  1824.  2. 
Cynthia  Miriam,  b.  Oct.  6,  1829.  3.  Hannah  Wade,  b.  Oct. 
29,  1833.  Selina  married  Terry  L.  Parker,  Nov.  25,  1849, 
and  had  six  children  :  Perry  Llewellyn,  b.  Nov.  9,  1853.  Ida 
Virginia,  b.  July  11,  1855.    Joseph  Sylvester  Briggs,  b.  Aug. 
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8,  1857.  George  Scarboro,  b.  Sept.  3,  1859.  Selina  Miriam, 
b.  Oct.  (>.  18G3.  Willie  Grant,  b.  April  29,  1866.  Cynthia  M. 
mar.  Anthony  Gray,  Mar.  15,  18(58;  no  children.  Hannah  W. 
mar.  George  W.  liailey,  Nov.  26,  1856,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, Herl)ert  Briggs,  b.  Sep.  28,  1857,  and  Job  Foster,  b. 
June  14,  1865. 

Baiiiabas  W.  Briggs^  mar.  Deborah  Otis  Jan.  17, 1831,  and 
had  children:  l.EnielineA.,b.  Nov.  9, 1832.  2.  Ellen  Deborah, 
b.  Feb.  16, 1835.  3.  Joseph  Otis,  b.  Nov.  9,  1836.  4.  Caroline 
ElizjilwUi,  b.  Jan.  15,  1845.  6.  JulictUi  F.,  b.  Sep.  27, 1846. 
Emrline  a.  BiiiGOS  d.  June  7,  1886,  while  teaching  in  the 
Florida  Institute,  at  Live  Oak,  Fla.  Ellen  DEnoRAii  mar. 
Luther  Paul  Nov.  18, 1869,  and  had  six  children :  Helen  Flor- 
ence, b.  Jan.  5,  1870.  Luther  Gordon,  b.  July  29,  1871. 
Twin  girls,  b.  Jan.  16,  1873,  Harriet  Otis,  b.  Nov.  22,  1874. 
James  Irving,  b.  July  29,  1876.  Joseph  Otis,  mar.  Elsie 
Orcutt  Dec.  31,  1869,  and  had  one  child,  Elsie  Gei*trude,  b. 
June  15,  1871.  Julietta  F.  mar.  W.  Webster  Lunt,  Mar.  1, 
1870,  and  had  five  children.  Grace  Webster,  b.  Sep.  11, 
1872.  Albion  Wallace,  b.  Oct.  14,  1874.  W.  Webster,  b. 
June  6,  1877.     Twin  boys,  b.  Feb.  3,  1884. 

James  Sylvester  Briggs  was  usually  called  Sylvester  Briggs, 
which  cognomen  will  l>e  generally  used  here.  The  sterns  of  their 
vcHHclsat  the  lower  yard  were  nearly  up  to  the  back  of  Dunbar's 
store. 

Otis  Briggs  J  belonging  to  another  branch  of  this  family, 
built  at  the  Harbor  in  1831  the  sch.  •*  PYRETUS,"  57  tons  of 
Scituate,  a  fishing  schooner.  John  and  Peleg  Jenkins,  John 
BenI,  Jesse  Dunbar  and  Elijah  Jenkins,  Jr.,  owners.  (See 
Briggs' yard.  North  River.) 

is  now  living  at  Scituate  Centre,  and  is  a  remarkably  well- 
preserved  man,  with  almost  i>erfect  memory  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four,  having  been  born  May  20,  1805.  Ho  has  given 
the  author  nmch  valuable  information  about  the  shipbuilding  at 
the  Harbor,  r-nd  on  North  Hiver.  (See  Briggs  Yard  on  North 
River.)     James  Sylvester  Briggs  was  the  master  carpenter  of 
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most  of  the  vessels  built  by  him  and  his  brother.     Together 
they  built  in  1834  the  sch.  "SCITUATE,''  a  fishing  schooner 
of  86  tons,  of  Scituate;  Cummings  Jenkins,  measurer;  own* 
ers,   Perry  P.   Coleman,  John  IJeal,  Peieg  Jenkins,  Justin 
Litchfield,    Sceva  Chandler,  David  Coleman  and  Atwood  L. 
Dunbar,  of  Scituate.     Capt.  Colo  commanded  her  on  her  first 
voyage,  and  Capt.  Alexander  Anderson  wsis  mate.    She  was 
finally  sold  to  Provincetown,  and  used  also  as  a  whaler  by  R.  A. 
Barnard,  of  New  York,  by  whom  she  was  sold  in  1838.     The 
Bri^gses  built  in  1835  the  sch  •*  LAPWING,"  04  tons.     Jamea 
S.  Bi-iggs,  master  and  part  owner;  also  John  Beal,  Peleg  and 
David  S.  Jenkins,  George  M.  Allen,   Sh:ulnich    Briggs   and 
Charles  Vinal,  of  Scituate,  owners.     Sylvester  and  Ibimabas 
Briggs  went  the  fii*st  voyage  in  the  "l^apwing**  fishing  and 
coasting.     Shadrach  B.  Curtis  and  Andrew  Cole  went  in  her 
several  fishing  voyjiges.   The  next  year  after  she  was  built,  Capt. 
McCloud,  3rd,  took  her,  then  Capt.  Smith,  and  al)out  1844, 
Capt.  Anderson.     Sylvester  and  Barnabas  Briggs  built  in  1837 
the  sch.  "LYDiA  &  POLLY,"  of  Scituate  ;  owned  by  Charles 
Vinal,  Capt.  Anthony  Waterman,  Shadrach  Briggs  and  David  S. 
Jenkins,  of  Scituate.     The  "Lydia  &  Polly,"  was  named  for 
Capt.  Waterman's  two  daughters  who  lay  dead  in  his  house  at 
one  time  afterward.     In  1838  the  sch.  •*  POCAHONTAS,"  a 
fishing  vessel  of  41  tons;  owned  by  James  S.  and  B,  W,  and 
Shadrach  Briggs,  Henry  T.   Otis,  Benjamin  Brown,  Jr.,  and 
Justice  Litchfield,  wjis  built  by  the  Briggs  Bros.     Also  in  1831), 
the  sch.  "STAR," 23  tons,  owned    by  John    Bcal,  John  C. 
Jones,  John,  Pclcg  and  Klijah  Jenkins,   Sr.,    Noah  Jenkins, 
Jr.,  Ucuben  C.  Bates  and  Seth  Webb,  of  Scituate;  used  as  a 
fishing  vessel.     In  1839  the  sch.  "COHANNET"  was  built  in 
Scituate,  a  fisherman  of  82  tons,  oak,  iron  and  copper  fastened  ; 
owned  in  18(55  by  Kent  and  others,  Boston.     In  1867  she  was 
whaling  in  the  Pacific.     In  1874  was  sold  to  Fair  Haven,  and  in 
1877  went  on  a  whaling  voyage.     The  sch.  "  PLAN KT,"  was 
built  by  the  Briggscs  for  Capt.  Curtis,  of  Scituate. 

In  1841,  the  bark  "JAMES  W.  PAIGE,"  198  tons,  oak, 
copper  fastened,  was  built  in  Scituate,  Mass.,  by  J.  O.  Curtis^ 
and  owned,  in  1859,  by  Benner  &  Deake,  N.  Y.,  Capt.  Jones. 
Half  poop  deck.  J.  O.  Curtis  afterward  removed  with  his 
family  to  Medford. 

In  1841,  the  sch.  "  SARAH,"  63  tons,  was  built  by  WQliam 
Vinal  at  Melzar  Turner's  yard,  and  used  as  a  packet  between 
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Scitunte  and  Boston,  afterward  sold  south.  William  Vinal 
also  built,  in  1843,  the  sch.  "MARY,'*  73  tons,  of  Scituato. 
William  Vinal  was  father  of  Capt.  Henry  Vinal,  the  master 
cjirpenter  of  this  vessel.  Capt.  Henry  A.  Vinal  was  born  m 
1805,  and  is  now  living  at  Scituate  Harbor,  bright  as  a  new 
dollar,  and  with  feelings  as  young  as  a  boy  of  sixteen.  He 
has  a  smart,  light  step,  good  lungs  and  constitution  probably 
strengtliened  by  his  long  sea  life.  He  conmienced  his  sea  life 
when  but  ten  yeai*M  old  in  the  capacity  ol  cook  on  the  sch. 
"Adventure,"  75  Urns,  built  "up  the  harbor,"  and  owned  by 
his  father,  William  Vinal.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  ho  was 
aiptain  of  her,  and  sailed  to  Virginia,  Noilh  Carolina  and 
other  Atlantic  coastline  states ;  also  Texas,  where  he  met  Sam- 
uel Houston,  afterward  governor,  whom  ho  describes  as  "a  halo 
fellow  well  met."  He  next  went  coasting  and  fishing  in  the 
sch.  "Ontario,"  which  he  sjiys  was  built  by  C.  O.  Briggs, 
About  1845,  Sylvester  liriggs  built  the  bark  "J.  A.  JESU- 
KOON."  She  wjis  built  for  J.  A.  Jesuroon,  a  foreigner,  who 
owned  one-third  of  her.  Cai)t.  Vinal  and  others  were  inter- 
ested in  her.  While  she  was  lying  at  her  wharf  in  Boston, 
loading  for  a  foreign  voyage,  Capt.  Vmal  was  asked  how  much 
he  would  take  for  her.  "$10,000,"  he  replied.  She  was  sold 
and  fitted  out  for  California  in  1849.  Capt.  Vinal,  when  at 
Cunicoa  during  one  of  his  voyages,  got  the  merchants  and 
others  quite  interested  telling  them  about  our  nibbits,  describ- 
ing them,  of  coui>>e,  as  having  long  eai*s,  shoit  tails  and  "how 
soft  they  were,"  and  "how  they  would  jump,"  and  they  asked 
him  to  bring  some  down  at  any  price.  When  he  returned  home 
he  set  the  boys  to  work  with  their  box-traps  and  got  quite  a  num- 
ber which  he  took  down  to  Curacoa.  It  was  really  a  financial 
success  as  the  merchants  paid  him  $2.00  for  the  nilibits,  $2.00 
for  c^itching  them,  and  $2.00  for  talking  them  down,  making 
$0.00  apiece. 

The  Briggs  Brothers  built  the  "DRAPER,"  sold  to  Boston; 
also  the  "GOLDEN  HORN,"  for  Souther  of  Cohasset.  The 
"J.  SETTER,"  a  sch.  of  58  tons,  owned,  in  1874,  at  Turk's 
Island,  was  also  built  at  the  Harbor;  she  was  built  in  184G, 
of  oak,  iron  an<l  copper  fastened.  Sylvester  and  Barnabas 
Briggs  built,  in  1845,  the  sch.  "JOHN  J.  EATON,"  4»  tons, 
owned  by  ShadnichB.  Curtis,  Sccva  Chandler,  Edw.  F.  Poller, 
Benj.  Brown,  Jr.,  Joseph  Northy,  eT.  S.  Briggs,  George  M. 
Allen,  Dexter  and  Charles  Vinal,  Scituate.  The  Bnggses 
built  the  siune  year,  1845,  the  brig  "CLARENDON,"  182  tons ; 
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owncra,  Cliandlcr  Clnpp,  Benjamin  Brown,  Jr.,  and  Shadrach 
Briggs  of  Scituate.  In  184G,  they  built  the  sch.  '^OTIS,**  87 
tons;  ownei^j,  George  M.  and  William  P.  Alien  and  John 
Manson,  Scituate ;  she  was  Imilt  of  oak,  iron  and  copper  fas- 
tened, repaired  m  18fi7,  and  owned,  in  1875,  by  R.  Murray 
Jr.,  Capt.  CwHh,  mjusler,  N.  Y.  In  1817,  tho.y  built  tho  sell, 
'•CLAKA  JANE,"  G8  tons,  owned  in  riymouth  m  1884.  Tho 
sch.  "BELLE,"  of  about  35  tons,  built  at  the  Harbor,  is  now 
lying  there  condemned  and  useless.  Sylvester  and  BaiTiabas 
Briggs  built,  in  1848,  two  vessels,  viz. :  sch.  "SEARS  &  J. 
ROGERS,"  31  tons,  of  Orleans,  Mass.,  and  the  sip.  "TAG- 
LIONI,"  34  tons,  owned  by  Shadmch  B.  Curtis  and  James  S. 
Briggs,  Scituatp,  and  used  as  a  i^oston  and  Scituate  Packet. 
In  1849,  they  built  the  bark  "MARTHA  ALLEN,"  283  tons ; 
owners,  Joel  L.  and  John  Manson  and  George  M.  Allen  of 
Scituate;  she  had  one  deck  and  beams  built  of  oak,  and  was 
iron  and  copper  fastened.  Capt.  Joel  Manson  went  master,  but 
left  her  on  her  arrival  homo,  being  sick.  He  died  in  Feb.,  1851 . 
Capt.  King  took  her  and,  on  a  voyage  to  Ilio  de  Janeiro  was 
tsiken  sick  and  put  in  at  the  Cape  do  Verde  Islands,  whero  lie 
died,  the  mate  coming  home  master  of  her.  She  was  ownecly 
in  1859,  by  G.  F.  Schmidt,  Hamburg,  and  sailing  under  the 
German  flag. 

In  1848-49,  a  company  of  ship  carpenters,  with  William 
Briggs  us  foreman^  Imilt  a  vessel  at  the  Harbor  on  their  own 
account.  This  was  tlie  sch.  "SARAH  BROOKS,"  7(>  ions,  of 
Scituate;  she  was  launched  in  1841);  ownci*s,  Robeit  Cook, 
Israel  Nichols,  Asa  R.  Lewis,  Joseph  and  Franklin  Damon, 
Charles  Ellms,  2nd.,  David  and  William  Briggs,  John  L. 
Whittaker,  Joseph  Drew,  Asa  L.  Hatch  and  Luther  A.  Tilden, 
Scituate,  and  Elbridge  Wyman,  Boston.  Israel  Nichols  was. 
master  of  this  vessel.  This  was  after  he  was  discharged  from 
the  almshouse,  where  he  had  been  confined  live  or  six  yeai*s  in 
the  old  iron  c"ig(^,  heiu*^  insan(^  AWv.v  ho  was  let  out  he  lay 
on  the  ground  for  a  time,  really  breathing  in  the  very  earth, 
and  soon  he  aj^peared  to  be  all  right.  He  commanded  the 
"Sarah  Brooks,"  fishing  in  the  summer  and  coasting  as  far  as 
the  Carolinas  in  the  winter.  On  her  last  voyage  he  got  as  far 
as  Provincetown  with  her  twice,  and  returned  each  time  on 
account  of  bad  weather.  Ichabod  Cook  tlien  took  the  vessel 
and  sailed  from  Scituate,  but  neither  she  nor  any  of  the  crew 
were  ever  heard  from  afterward. 
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Built  ml  Sdtukte  Harbor,  in  1849,  by  J.  S.  Brigg*. 
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Sylvester  and  Barnabas  Briggs  built  about  this  timo'  a 
«GiiooNER,  of  about  DO  tons,  for  Capt.  Loriug  Bates  and  one 
or  two  sciiooNKUS,  names  unknown.  They  also  built,  in  1851, 
the  sch.  ••  ANTELOPE,''  G5  tons;  she  drew  9  feet  of  water, 
was  built  of  oak,  iron,  and  copper  fastened;  in  1872  was 
owned  by  F.  M.  Freeman  of  Provincetown,  Capt.  Thomas 
Paine,  and  in  1884  in  Camden,  Me.  They  built,  in  1854,  the 
bark  '' DANIEL,"  said  to  have  been  named  for  Daniel  Phillips 
who  live<l  next  west  of  Nelson's  at  Marshliehl.  She  was  of 
240  tons,  110  feet  hmg,  2G  feet  broad,  of  oak,  iron  and  coi)per 
fastened,  yellow  metalled  in  1864,  and  owned,  in  1874,  by 
Spearwater,  of  Nassau  and  sailmg  under  the  British  flag,  Capt. 
George  H.  Chisholm.  There  is  a  story  that  the  Halls  built  a 
^'  Daniel "  at  the  feiTy  which  was  named  for  Daniel  Phillips. 
In  that  case  this  is  probably  another  vessel,  and  was  not  named 
for  Mr.  Phillips.  In  1856,  J.  Sylvester  Briggs  built  the 
bark  "EVANGELINE,"  488  tons,  owned,  in  1861,  by  W.  S. 
Baillett  of  Boston,  Capt.  Baillett;  owned,  in  1865,  by  W.  S. 
Bartlett,  London,  Capt.  Grey.  W.  F.  Weld  is  said  to  have 
been  interested  m  this  vessel  at  one  time.  The  sch.  "  OCEAN 
BELLE,"  55  tons  was  built  in  Scituate,  in  1860,  by  the 
Briggses  for  Abel  Vinal ;  she  was  owned  in  1884  in  New 
York.  The  last  vessel  built  by  Sylvester  and  Barnabas 
Bri^roTH  was  the  bark  "EVELINE,"  650  tons,  for  Capt.  Jos. 
Smith  of  Cohasset;  she  was  begun  Feb.  10,  1859.  She  made 
a  n^narkably  i]uwk  ]>assago  on  her  lirst  trip,  arriving  at  her 
port  two  days  before  she  was  due. 

The  sch.  "S.  R.  SOPER,"  130  tons,  was  built  in  Scituate  in 
1832,  and  owned  and  sailed  by  Robert  O.  Soper  in  1865, 
whaling ;  she  was  lost  on  Bird  Island,  May  25, 1870.  In  1836, 
the  sch.  "  WM.  ALLEN."  99  tons,  of  Provincetown,  was  built 
in  Scituate.  Also  the  "  LYCEUM  "  was  built  at  Scituate  Har- 
bor for  Melzar  Litchfield,  and  afterward  lost  at  sea. 

About  1837  Melzar  S.  Turner*  *  came  down  from  Pembroke 
and  built  just  above  the  upper  wharf  by  the  mill  and  opposite 
the  residence  of  Capt.  Henry  Vinal.  Melzar  Turner  mar.,  for 
bis  fii-st  wife,  a  sister  of  Wilbam  Turner.  By  her  he  had  two 
chihlren  :  George  and  Julia.  (Jeorge  went  to  Liverpool,  Julia 
is  deceased.  Melzar  Turner  mar.,  secondly,  Einiiia,  dan.  of 
Israel  Merritt.     By  her  he  had  two  children :  one  is  now  living 


•  See  Brick-kUn  Yard. 
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in  Marshfield,  a  Mrs.  Rogers.  Melzar  Turner  mar.,  for  his  third 
wife,  HaiTiet,  dau.  of  Dea.  Israel  Cudworth  of  Scituate ;  l>y  her 
he  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz, :  1.  Henry 
James,  who  is  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  with  Calvcit  &  Co.  2. 
Charles  Everett,  residing  in  Mattapun,  Mass.  3.  Danforth  Fish^ 
i*esiding  in  Wnltham,  Mass.  4.  Jennie,  living  in  Cambrid<^c. 
5.  May,  living  in  Cambridge.  Melzar  Tunier  built  alone  until 
Luther  Bi'iggSy  who  had  built  in  company  with  him  at  the 
Brick-kiln  yard,  came  down  and  helped  him  finish  a  vessel. 
From  this  time  Turner  <&  Jirir/ffs  built  more  or  less  together  ut 
both  yards  until  1848,  when  they  gave  up  the  Pembroke  yard, 
and  built  only  at  the  Harbor. 

At  Scituate  Harbor  Melzar  Turner  built  the  brig  •*  FRANK- 
LIN," the  brig '^HIGGINS,"  the  sch.  ••WILLIAM  SOPER," 
8nd  the  sch.  "MORRIS.*'  We  have  been  unable  to  ascertain 
in  what  years  these  vessels  were  built.  Melzar  Turner  builty 
in  1837,  the  sch.  "UKAPKIl,"  94  tons,  of  Scituate;  Klij.-th 
Jenkins,  Jr.,  and  Seth  Webb,  owners,  afterward  sold  to  Uoa* 
ton;  and  the  same  year,  1837,  the  sch.  "ORIANNA,**  111 
tons ;  Chandler  and  Albei-t  Clapp,  John  Beal  and  Peleg  Jen- 
kins, owners;  in  1838,  he  built  the  sch.  ** ONTARIO,**  92 
tons;  Elijah  Jenkins,  Jr.,  Scth  Webb,  Henry  F.  Vinal  and 
Fnincis  Thomas,  owners.  In  1841,  there  was  built  here  the 
bark  "TURK,"  197  tons,  of  Boston,  by  Melzar  S.  Turner, 
master  carpenter;  owners,  Alpheus  Hardy,  of  Boston,  and 
others,  who  afterward  had  another  vessel  built  here  named  the 
"Young  Turk."  Melzar  Turner  built,  in  1842,  the  bark 
"LAWRENCE,"  198  tons,  of  Boston.  She  was  built  of  oak, 
copper  fitstened ;  owned,  in  1863,  by  Fabins  of  Salem,  Capt. 
Puling.  She  was  often  registered  as  the  ^^  Laurence.'^  The 
same  year,  1842,  the  sip.  "SINUS,"  55  tons,  was  built  at 
Scituate  Harbor,  by  Melzar  S.  Turner,  master  carpenter;  Wil- 
liam Vinal,  owner  and,  in  1843,  the  bark  "ZULEITE,**  198  tons, 
of  Boston. 

In  1845,  Luther  Briggs  was  the  master  carpenter,  and  this 
year  the  brig  "ARGUiS,''  of  130  tons,  was  built  at  Scituate 
Harbor  by  the  firm;  Chandler  and  Henry  Clapp,  PelegT.  and 
and  David  S.  Jenkins,  Luther  Briggs,  Caleb  W.  Prouty  and 
Isaac  Litchfield,  of  Scituate,  and  others,  were  the  owners. 
The  sch.  "TALISMAN,  73  tons,  onk,  copper  and  iron  fas- 
tened was  built  in  Scituate  in  1845,  and  owned  in  1865,  by 
Hicks  &  Bell,  N,  Y.,  Capt.  E.  G.  Conner;  large  repairs  were 
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mndo  on  her  in  ISHO.  Briggs  <8  Turner  also  built  tho  brig 
''SAMUEL  SOPER,"  and  two  vessels  named  "MARY/* 
Tlicy  built  a  fishing  and  coasting  schooner  in  1846 ;  this  was 
the  sch.  "SPARTACUS,"  92  tons,  of  Scituate ;  owners,  Perry 
L.  Parker,  Edward  F.  Poller,  Caleb  W.  Prouty,  PelegT.,  Noah 
and  Reuben  Y.  Jenkins,  Benjamin  Swan,  Jr.,  Joseph  Northey, 
Thomas  M.  Hatch,  Walter  Wall  and  MelzarS.  Turner,  of  Scit- 
uate, Luther  Briggs,  of  Pemb^*oko,  and  othei*s ;  she  was  sold  and 
fittcMl  out  for  ("aliibrnia  durihfif  the  gold  fever  of  1845).  During 
the  two  years  before  she  was  sold,  (/apt.  Anderson,  a  part 
owner,  went  master  of  her.  Cupt.  Alexander  Anderson  was 
bom  in  Scituate  Harbor  in  1817.  Wlien  about  nine  years  old, 
he  went  in  tho  schooner  "Olive  Branch,"  Capt.  Stetson,  one 
season,  afterward  in  the  schooner  "Danul)e,"  as  steward,  with 
his  uncle,  Capt.  Damon,  for  six  years,  when  he  left  her,  being 
then  master.  In  1839,  he  went  as  mate  in  the  "Huron,"  (built 
at  Brooks  &  Tilden's  Yard),  afterward  in  the  sch.  "Glolie" 
from  North  Carolina ;  he  then  went  in  a  Hingham  schooner, 
and  in  the  sch.  "James  Otis"  (built  at  Brick-kiln  Yard), 
coasting  and  fishing.  He  was  master  of  the  "  Spartacus "  for 
two  years,  when  he  bought  one-half  of  the  sch.  "  Almira,"  built  at 
Boothbay  ;  after  commanding  her  three  years,  he  sold  her  and 
went  into  the  wrecking  business,  getting  wrecks  off  the  coast, 
or  breaking  them  up  if  there  wiis  no  chance  of  saving  them. 
In  this  business  he  has  assisted  at  one  hundred  and  seven 
wrecks,  and  he  remcnibera  the  particulars  of  each.  Between 
his  voyages  in  his  early  days  he  worked  painting  vessels  on 
Hall's  Yard  and  on  Cushing  O.  and  Henry  Briggs'  Yard. 
Capt.  Anderson  still  lives  at  the  Harbor  and  continues  in  the 
wrecking  business. 

Briggs  &  Turner  built  at  the  Harbor,  in  1846,  the  sch. 
"BAY  STATE,"  90  tons,  Luther  Briggs  and  Melzar  Turner, 
master  carpentere ;  owners,  Caleb  W.  Prouty,  Peleg  T.  and 
David  S.  Jenkins,  Thomas  J.  Curtis,  Daniel  Broughton, 
Edward  F.  Poller,  Anthony  Chubuck,  James  H.  Merritt, 
Asaph  A.  Faxon,  Thomas  Clapp,  Sceva  Chandler  and  Melzar 
S.  Turner,  of  Scituate,  Luther  Briggs,  of  Pembroke,  and 
John  li<»wis  of  Marshfichl ;  built  of  oak,  iron  and  cojipcr  f:ifl- 
tcMied,  hnlf  deck,  owned,  in  18(15,  by  Colmrn  &  It^iy,  Capt. 
Corey,  Kockland.  In  1848,  they  built  the  sch.  "  EXCKL,"  74 
tons,  owned,  in  1884,  at  Boston,  and  registered  as  52  tons. 
There  wjis  also  built  here,  in  1848,  the  sch.  ''FLORA,"  70 
tons,  of  oak,  break  cabin,  break  two  decks ;  owned,  in  1861, 
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by  N.  D.  Scuddcr  &  Co.,  Barnstable,  Capt.  J.  B.  Sears ;  owned, 
in  1876,  by  Owen  Beai*se  at  Boston.  The  ^'Almatia**  is  the 
last  vessel  we  have  found  recorded  as  havinj;  been  built  at  the 
Harbor  by  the  firm  of  Bri<^gs  &  Turner.  The  bark  "  ALMA- 
TIA,"  475  tons,  was  built  by  Briggs  &  Turner,  in  1856,  at 
Scituate,  Mass;  owned,  in  1861,  by  A.  II.  Power  and  others, 
of  Cohasset,  Mass.,  and  by  the  Captain,  J.  H.  Smith. 

Mr.  Turner  had  for  several  years  been  a  member  of  the  firm 
oi  Tiirnei^  OtisS  Cole,  (Melzar  S.  Tumer,  Edwin  Otis,  An- 
drew Cole.)     This  firm  occupied  the  yard  back  of  the  store  at 
Dunbar's  wharf  at  the  head  of  Will  James'  dock,  and  nearly- 
opposite  the  residence  ofS<iuiro  Dunbar.     Andreto  Cole  was 
born  in  Scituate,  and  wns  son  of  Bnuldock  Cole.     lie  was  a  ship 
carpenter  by  tnule,  having  sei'ved  his  time  with  Noah  Brooks. 
He  is  now  living  in  Scituate  and  unmarried.     Here  they  built  in 
1847  the  bark  "UNION,"  199  tons,  of  Boston  ;  oak,  copper  and 
iron   fastened;   one  deck,   owned   in    1859    by    Clermont    & 
Kendrick,  Capt.  Kcndrick  ;   owned  in  1865  by  Capt.  (r.  Srllor, 
Geetsm'de.     They  also  built  here  seveml  whaling  vessels  and 
Philadelphia    packets.     Turner,    Otis   &   Cole  built  here    in 
1847  the  ship  ''  HANNAH  EDDY,"  414  tons,  of  Boston.     Ed- 
win Young  worked  on  the  vessels  "Hannah  Eddy,"  "Selah,** 
and  "Daniel  Davis."     He  says  that  in  1837,  $50,000  worth  of 
vessels  were  built  at  the  Harbor.     He  was  born  August,  1819, 
and  worked   in   Charlestown,  also   in  many  yards  on  North 
River,  painting  vessels.     He  mar.  Mary  L.  Litchfield,  and  had 
children,  one  adopted.  Flora  L.,  Perez  L.,  Edwin  A.,   Wal- 
ter   L.,    Camilla    Urso.      In    1848    the    bark    "MARY   F. 
SLADE,"  199  tons  of  Boston,  was  built  at  Scituate  llnrbor  by 
Turner,  Otis  &  Cole,  built  of  oak,  iron  and  copper  fastened  ; 
owned  in   18(51  by  A.  A.  Frazicr,   of  Boston,   Capt.  Crowell. 
The  bark  "  SELAH,"  of  199  tons,  of  Boston,  was  built  here  in 
1848,    by   Turner,    Otis   &   Cole,    for   Hardy  &  Bnkcr,   who 
used    her    in    the    Southern    Packet    Lin(\s.     Slio    was    built 
of  oak,    iron  and   cop|)cr  last(^nc<l,   sin«!;lo    bottom,  and   <lre\v 
twelve  tcct  of  water.     Slu».  was  bought  from   Ijostou  in  l»StiS^ 
and  sent  whaling  in  the  Atlantic  and   Indian  Oceans,  until  she 
was  condemned  and  sold  at  Panama,  June  6,   1873.     She  was 
bought  by  J.  M.  McCooke,  who  repaired  her,  and   in  187G  she 
was  whaling  from  that  port.     The  same  j'car  that  Turner,  Otis 
&  Cole  built  the  "SKLAH,"  they  built  the  brig   "EMPIRE," 
497  tons,  built  in  1848,  sold  to  Boston,  and  owned  in  1859  by 
Emery,   of  Boston,   Capt.   Osborn,   and  in  18G1  by  Post  & 
Small,  Boston. 
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In  1850  Edwin  Otis  was  master  carpenter  of  the  sch.  "SOUTH 
SHOEE,"  88  tons,  of  Scituate,  a  very  fast  vessel  built 
of  spruce,  and  running  to  Bangor  in  tlie  !uml>er  tmde.  She 
was  owned  by  Kdwin&  Ilowland  Otis,  Jr.,  Ensign  O.  lieal  and 
Uenjnniin  Brown,  of  Scituate;  slio  was  owned  in  18G3  by 
Howland  Otis  at  the  Ilarljor, 

Turner,    Otis  <£    Co.    built    in    1852    the    sch.    "JAMES 
WYMAN,"  65  tons,  owned  by  Robert  Cook,  James  Wyman, 
Perry  L.  Parker,  Franklin  Damon,  Sceva  Chandler,  Benjamin 
O.   "Potman,  John    1).    and    Daniol   Torrcy,   Jr.,  Thomas   L. 
Prouly,  Jlenry  IJyIand  and  Archibald  Mitchell,  all  of  Scituate ; 
owned  in  1863  by  E.  II.  Cook,  in  Vinal  Haven,  Capt.  Buck- 
master,   and   used  as  a  fisherman.     They  also  built  a  vessel 
named  "  MARY."    The  sch.  "  EMMA  V.,''  149  tons,  was  built 
in    Scituate  in  1852.       She  had  a  trunk  cabin,  was  built  of 
oak,  co[)per  and  iron  fastened ;  owned  in  1865  by  Boardman 
&    Sanderson,     Provincetown ;    Capt.      Pondor.      The     bark 
"  YOIJNO  TiniK,''  300  tons,  two  decks,  oak,  copper  and  iron 
fastened,  was  built  at  Scituate  Harbor  in   1853  by  Turner  and 
othei-s ;  owned  in  1859  by  Hardy  and  others,  Boston ;  Capt. 
Harding.     She  was  a  very  successful  vessel,  and  used  in  the 
Mediterranean  trade,  where  she  paid  for  herself  several  times, 
and   was    finally    lost  off  the    Gut  of  Canso.     In    1854  there 
were  two  vessels  built  here.     The  bark  "  SAIIAH^"  260  tons, 
oak  and  pine,  iron   and  copper  fastened ;  owned  in   1859  by 
Vose,  Livingstone  &  Co.,  New  York;  Capt.  C.  S.  Stephens; 
in  1865  by  Penderg:ist  Bros.,  Barbadocs;  Capt.  J.  Boyd;  and 
she  wjis   aftei*ward   called  the   ^^  Nellie  FemvickJ'^    The   sch. 
«  LINNELL,"  177  tons,  was  built  in  Scituate  in   1854  ;  owned 
in  1861  by  Capt.  Freeman,  of  Orleans,  Mass;    Capt.  Freeman, 
break  deck.     The  sch.  "A.  F.  LINNELL,"  176  tons,  was  built 
in  Scituate  in  1855  ;  owned  and  sailed  in  18(>1  by  Capt.  Free- 
man, of  Orleans.     The  sch.  "  FOlTll  BHOTIH^liS,'' a  fishing 
sell.,  53  tons;  was  built  in  Scituate  in   1857;  owned  in  1865 
by   N.    Chase,   of  Harwich;   Capt.    A.    S.   Chase.     The   last 
vessel  whose  record  we  have  that  was  built  at  the  Harbor  was 
the  sch.  "METEOR,"  116  tons  ;  built  in  Scituate  in  1864 ;  owned 
at  Boston  in  1884.     This  was  probably  the  last  vessel  built  at 
the  Harbor. 

**  Upon  North  River's  banks  no  more 
Tlic  IniiUicr's  axe  is  heard  ; 
No  more  the  ncw-lauiiclicd  boat  before 
The  quiet  tide  is  stirred. 


892  TO  THE   AUTHOR. 

No  keel  the  careful  master  lays 
The  idle  stream  beside  ; 
Nor  longer  down  the  smoking  ways 
The  shapely  vessels  glide. 

**  Still,  bidden  by  the  circling  moon, 
The  salt  tides  conic  and  go, 
And  crinison  dawn  and  golden  noon 
Along  the  marshes  glow. 
But  down  the  ebb  no  brave  barks  float, 
Airs  calm  as  when  of  yore 
The  Indian  drove  his  birchen  boat 
Along  the  wood-hung  shore. 

**  Yet  once  on  either  busy  bank 
The  workman's  iiammcr  rang. 
And  many  a  ship  of  goodly  rank  • 
To  the  fair  river  sprang. 
What  seas  they  sought !  What  perils  dared  I 
What  fate  was  theirs  at  last ! 
In  sunless  gulfs  of  ocean  snared. 
Or  on  some  lee-shore  cast  I 

**  But  here  the  historian's  faithful  pen 
Once  more  their  canvas  spreads, 
And  on  his  well-wrought  deck  again 
The  master  builder  treads. 
Floats  once  again  the  storied  stream 
Its  freight  of  shipping  down, 
And  dark  hulls  glide  and  bright  sails  gleam 
By  every  busy  town. 


C( 


From  out  the  past  this  book  reclaims 

What  record  it  may  give, 

And  bids  these  else  forgotten  names 

Upon  its  pages  live  ; 

While  still  by  meadow-margined  ways, 

North  River  seeks  the  deep. 

Forever  past  its  working  days. 

And  come  its  time  to  sleep." 

E.  A.  O. 
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Brick-kiln 

Rogers  Yard 

Uriggs  &  Turner,  Scitnate  Harbor 

Driggs,  Tumor  Ac  Smith,  Brick-kiln 

Foster,  Wanton 

Foster  &  Sons,  Wanton 
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Delano,  Wanton 

Torrey,  Block-hoaae 

Smith  Yard 
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Stntson,  Wanton 
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Scituate  Harbor 
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Miscel.  Scituate 

Samson,  No.  River  Bridge 
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Wanton 

Briggs  Yard 
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387 

)nnicl  nnvi* 

SdliinlcllJirlwr 

3!W 

Dsiiiel  FranriB 

1)3 

RCb. 

\m 

Wlil(E'B|-crr.v 

3fll 

Dunicl  WcIiKtar 

IR3fl 

liiiratuw  Lower  Ynrd 

110 

Miilcl  WnlMlor 

Brb'. 

UaTlH.Whlle-KVciry 

300 

Mriribo 

71 

Bcb. 

\m 

hirncr,  Brick-kill 

m 

trnne 

Brb. 

184G 

BarBtox  Lower  Yard 

120 

».. 

107 

iirls 

Brooks,  TililenA  Taylor 

273 

1800 

Smitb  Vnrd 

90 

Hnnncn 

2a 

Icb'.' 

177- 

No.  River  niota 

54 

i2n 

nob.,  ntt.  brig 

1834 

Hall-s,  WhiWa  Ferry 

3(10 

hSrt 

IG 

.Ip. 

1G78 

sas" 

284 

UEann 

51 

i>lp. 

1783 

173 

Diana 

30 

Kb. 

1780 

Mlsrel-Scllnnte 

343 

Ulana 

52 

1791 

MIscel.  Hanover 

129 

Dliu>a 

tirig 

I82r. 

Fo»lM  &  Co.,  Wanton 

230 

A  LIST  or  VESSELS  BUILT  ON  NORTH   BITBB 


Kami. 

TOM- 
HAOB. 

Rto. 

Buu.t 

Town  ob  Tau>. 

1 

nniRfnce 

_ 



17- 

Smlih  y«nl 

80 

Dlllftciit 

HI 

M-ll. 

17Hfi 

Norlii  Jlivcr 

IB 

I»BpAlch 

139 

lirtg 

179.1 

licoiie.  Wliite'i  Ferrr 

3fil 

Do!pl,in 

100 

.lllp 

iraw 

Mlnrcl.SdLiiale 

117 

Doliililn 

30 

:l 

1710 

lil<>i'k-iii.nM 

Jill 

Dol|)iau 

24 

177- 

No.  Klver  I'lloU 

S3 

Dniphia 

61 

scL. 

1780 

Briggs  Yard 

300 

Dolfliln 

sch. 

I7B7 

Mlawl.  Sciluate 

313 

Dolpliin 

V23 

Drig 

1793 

Keeno,  While's  Ferry 

sal 

Dolpliln 

7H 

A 

1794 

llHck-ktln 

174 

DolpUio 

19 

1799 

Tlonuu.  Drick-kllQ 

174 

Itolpliui 

32 

icli. 

1783 

Rrlck-klln 

173 

Dorolhy 

30 

Iiriganltne 

1700 

Jrigg.  Yard 

285 

Dorothy 

<0 

lirlgnnllue 

1701 

Mi*-ol.  S.ilu«W 

338 

Ilorolhx 

U) 

Bidp 

17IW 

Itluck-liouoo 

lai 

Dorotbjf 

00 

Ehip 

liiock-liouM 

2SI 

Do*B 

100 

•liip 

1009 

Wanton 

317 

Do*e 

«» 

lirigantlBB 

1701 

MiKvLSclKate 

338 

Do™ 

30 

•Ip 

1706 

Sciluatc  Harlxir 

3$8 

Do»or 

106 

Urlg 

iai3 

UhII-i,  Willie's  Feiry 

380 

Dover 

87 

1833 

Hs!l'i,WIilla-iFeiTr 

300 

Dngon 

1701 

Sdtuate  Harbor 

387 

Dragon 

10 

lirigantine 

uai 

McUuHoIlarlKir 

W7 

Dnlpor 

llrii^in,  .Si'liiiaU  llnrliot 
llnVl-i.Wlilte'i  Ferry 

-VR 

Dmy 

J!4i 

DiibartQ* 

25 

blp. 

1001 

i;i.llleiideu  Yard 

m 

Eagle 

30 

& 

1711 

Block-bonse 

201 

e4>« 

107 

1801 

Konl  ScliuaM  IlMbor 
North  IllYBr 

380 

'Jf 

1818 

SI 

107 

lirig 

18.TJ 

Hall's.  Whiw'aFarry 

3M 

Kdlo  LI  (lie 

70 

IHtlO 

Taylor  &  Carver,  Taylor 
EellB,  Sinilb  Yard 

281 

Edward 

316 

6bip 

M 

Edola 

103 

sell. 

1836 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

196 

98 

SC^Il. 

1794 

Rogers  Yard 

2H 

106 

BCll. 

17i« 

Rogers  Yard 

207 

108 

Bfll. 

1797 

Randall,  Mtscol.  1'oiiiliroko 

K3 

70 

sell. 

17U8 

Kent,  »^lnalu  llurlwr 

379 

ISOl 

Sdlnatellnrlior 

3as 

Ell» 

41 

sell. 

1802 

llriKKS.  nrlck-klln 

foni,  BnHik»,TllOBn  &  Taylor 

181 

Eliza 

IGS 

I>ri8 

IHO-i 

i73 

Eltw 

3D 

sell. 

1803 

Tumor,  Miscel,  I'emliroke 

81 

Eliia  Ann 

312 

oliip 

1811 

Darstow'a  "Two  Oaks  " 

101 

Ellia  Ann 

09 

1830 

T>imer,EH<;k'kiln 

199 

Eliza  Darker 

ship 

130 

ElliaiKtii 

20 

Stpl 

1700 

Misrol.SdlHttle 

338 

EliialKLh 

20 

.i|.. 

170H 

llluek.lioiiM 

•no 

EliiabutU 

blilp 

1807 

l^oKUr,  M' anion 

230 

Ellen 

01 

BCU. 

1831 

Merrill,  Hisisl.  BcltnatO 

340 

Elvira 

lirig 

Uri^-K..llrifk-kil,i 

IMl 

Kmily  Cook 

110 

Hdi.  fl(l.  brig 

1H21 

I'orrcy,  lIlnvk-liuuMi 

i7o 

Emma  Iiadoni 

213 

l>k. 

1838 

UrlBK»  Ynrd 

121 

Emma  V. 

140 

ac.li 

18.V2 

Miscel.  BciluBteAScltnalelliirlmr 

301 

Empire 

497 

hrig 

1848 

Turner.  Oils  &  Cole,  Scltuale  lUrbor 

390 

hip. 

170.1 

Scilnate  Harbor 

367 

Endeavor 

80 

tirlganOne 

170S 

Wanlon 

218 

Endeavour 

20 

SlD^ 

inufl 

Miscel.  Sdtnate 

3.% 

Enterprise 

IftKi 

Torrey,  CliUiciidon  Yard 

3» 

Knlcrprise 

sidp 

Torrey.  Blovk-lionsa 

271 

Eo. 

8S 

soli. 

1818 

Kec[LB,Wlrile'sFan7 

3A2 

is"- 

18IB 

North  River 

113 

BCb. 

1838 

Brooks  &Tll(1en 

279 

sell. 

ITM 

Norlh  Elver 

48 

E  si  her 

135 

brig 

18.tS 

llall's. While's  Ferry 

3>I0 

Esaex 

Mp 

1790 

North  Uiver 

49 

tenrektt 

Lllcbfleld.  Miscel.  Scltnate 

342 

Evangeline 

488 

liatk 

Rrigm,  Sclluaw  Harbor 
lUSdall,  Miscel.  Pembtoka 
HrlgES,  ScltaaU  tlorbor 

187 

Evelina 

109 

1799 

83 

Evelina 

6A0 

tiark 

ia.',9 

W7 

B««,l 

1848 

Rrlggi  A  Turner,  Scltuale  Harbor 

389 

~  pendlture 

40 

"p. 

1702 

Wanton  &  Barker,  Wanlon 

218 

AND    AT   RCITUATTC   IIAIIItOlt. 


Nawu 

ToN- 

Hca. 

Built 

TowM  on  Yabo. 

I 

P«lr  IjuIj 

101 

icli. 

lHir> 

Rom»on,No.)livcrBridgo 

70 

Kilr  PUy 

60 

sip. 

tim 

Turner,  Brick-kiln 

174 

Falrj 

IBS 

I'l-tff 

IRDl 

llallB,  While's  Ferry 

3.19 

FalTOn 

1822 

Nortb  River 

61 

Falmn 

128 

hrr.  hrlg 

Bnratow  &  Waterman,  Fox  Illtl 

143 

FBlktand 

Bhip 

ITB.f 

ThomnB,  Brick-klln 

107 

F«mo 

140 

liricnniliie 

178.1 

Scituate  tt  arbor 

308 

Fnmo 

Klii|> 

ISOl 

Bmilh  Yiird 

B3 

FiiiiiO 

..rig 

Rmith  Vnnl 

IB 

l'lltl.0 

H3 

Bril. 

IN()7 

I'lirxcr.  Ilrick-hlln 

174 

I'mno 

47 

Ncli. 

IHI7 

Turner.  I'ux  lltit 

134 

Fnnny 

07 

srli. 

1704 

Vlnal.Scitriatc  Harbor 

SOS 

Fmmy 

Bbip 

817 

Hliccl.  llnnover 

130 

Fnvorile 

7i 

sell. 

815 

Poller.  WsDion 

229 

Fnvorita 

64 

7X8 

Miscel.  Scltnate 

43 

Feacral  George 

103 

BCh. 

7fU 

Rogem  Yard 

208 

FLsh  Ha»k 

"i 

ich. 

787 

Mlicol.  Rcitunte 

343 

Vinli  IlRwk 

■cli. 

1707 

VInnI,  ScltUHte  Iltirl)or 

369 

I'lvo  llrulhcra 

wli. 

18111 

liri™,  Rrick-Whi 
TJKlcn,  Dktck-bouGD 

181 

Florft 

sua 

Bliip 

1801 

264 

Ploni 

mi 

lirlS 

1820 

While's  I'eny 

3,18 

Plura 

203 

l>k? 

1831 

Souther  &  Cudworlh,  Cl.lltcniien  Yd 

2W 

Flora 

70 

BCh. 

1848 

Rcitnnte  llnrbnr 

369 

FlotWa 

M 

iTlg 

1818 

Brigga,  Brick-kiln 

1S4 

Flying  Fish 

32 

.Ch 

I7«7 

North  Hirer 

48 

Forast  Bell 

« 

Bcb. 

I8fi2 

Merrllt,  Chittenden  Yard 

M7 

Forest  Oak 

02 

ETb. 

tans 

Hcnitt,  Chittenden  Yard 

267 

Fortune 

33B 

ablp 

8on 

Foster,  Wanton 

229 

Foater 

317 

eblp 

818 

Poster  &  Co.,  Wanton 

234 

Four  Drolhers 

63 

sch. 

811 

.ItcliDeld.  MlBcel.  Scltuate 

341 

Four  BmtherB 

nch. 

818 

Misrr.l.  ScituHte 

344 

Four  Brollicrs 

lis 

nrli. 

IK.-.7 

cltiiatcllnrlKir 

301 

Four  I'-riciiJs 

7r. 

Bill. 

1811 

toRcrs  Yard 

■m 

Four  Slslera 

67 

Bcli. 

18IS 

LIlcbnelcl.MlBrGl.Sciluate 

m 

FmnceB.  aft/'Larke" 

20 

alp. 

1701 

MIsoel.  Scllnale 

338 

Frances  Ann 

Blllp 

1810 

'Oiler,  Wnnion 

230 

Frniieli 

201 

BllIp 

iNor> 

Inrstowi,  "TwoOakB" 

101 

Francis 

Blllp 

1816 

BarstoiTB,  "Two  Oaks" 

101 

FmndGC&D 

illlp 

1811 

FoBler.  Wanton 

231 

Franklin 

179 

Kbip 

17!»2 

Misrel.  Hanover 

139 

Franklin 

,ll. 

1817 

MLcel.  Hanover 

130 

Franklin 

172 

Iirlg 

1810 

Wanton 

H3 

Franklin 

>rll 

18— 

Turner,  SdUiatolliirbor 

188 

Freilcrlc 

107 

BCh. 

1801 

BnrBtow,  "TvoOake" 

100 

Frclerlo 

107 

Bch. 

1801 

MlBool.  llnnover 

130 

Frwicrlc 

163 

I>rlg 

1801 

L'liBhinBA  Co..  Misccl.  Hanover 

127 

M 

scl.. 

1823 

2Aa 

FricnilBhlp 

60 

ship 

1711 

BrigpiYard 

B.urk 'bouse 

Z8S 

FrtanUblilp 

00 

Lrlfinnline 

1712 

ZOl 

PrlcmlKliip 

IIB 

l.rig 

1786 

Norlii  Hirer 

48 

FTlendalilp 

4D 

788 

MlGcel.  Scitiinle 

343 

Prlend.hip 

70 

BCh! 

807 

Kent,  Sdtunte  Harbor 

SBO 

FrletidBhlp 
Frlendi'  AJvcnInre 

63 

BCb. 

816 

Copeiand,  Fox  Hill 

134 

30 

sip. 

008 

Miscel.  Si'itoBto 

33S 

Fricntls-  AtlvenliitD 

60 

hrignnllra 

1702 

Scliuato  Harbor 

»7 

Oanfics 

216 

aliip 

180G 

Delano,  Wanton 

OS 

0«n«c» 

aio 

hk 

1833 

Cinpp  It  Foster,  Wanlnn 

239 

OsrtfliHl 

liriganllno 

17nr) 

I'oBUir,  Wanton 

229 

OnrlanJ 

280 

Bhip 

1801 

Smith  Yard 

01 

Qainet 

OB 

Kb. 

1836 

Turner,  No.  Rl-ver  BrlclgB 

70 

Gem 

102 

tirlg 

1830 

Hairs,  WhiteB-B  Ferry 

368 

Georgo 

BCh. 

1801 

Foster,  Wanton 

229 

George 

1816 

North  Kiver 

61 

George  Otl> 

17B 

iirlg 

1B«4 

Barston  Lower  Yard 

119 

130 

lirlgH'n  »rt.  brig 

1800 

RogeraYard 

Z12 

67 

Kb. 

1820 

Tnroer,  Pox  Hill 

1»S 

GI')Iio 

203 

ship 

Pnpilorft.Sons  Wanton 

Z3t 

GdIuhkIii 

Blll|> 

IW17 

l''(»ler.  Wniilor. 

230 

78 

<l-|>. 

1818 

Brooke,  Mi«o:1.5ti<ji*W, 

%«,. 

A   LIST  OF  VEBBBLS  BUILT  ON  NOBTH   BITEB 


N*MB. 

TON- 

R;o. 

Built 

Town  oh  Yasd. 

1 

GoklenHon 

IS- 

Drlttga,  ScllualB  Harbor 

:i83 

Ooodhope 

25 

ketch 

IfiUl 

Urlgg>  Yard 

214 

Good  Luck 

70 

hrlRantlne 

ITIMl 

Mbccl.  gi'liiinte 

SO 

Oorco 

3:Ki 

Hllip 

DarsluwlAiwerYanl 

lie 

n 

cell. 

I'-oslcr&Cu..  Wnnton 

233 

Govcrnar  Gore 

302 

ship 

isoa 

flar.to«'i"TiK>0*lu" 

101 

Oovcmor  Slrong 

lBi7 

Nonli  River 

51 

Oraud  Isluid 

106 

^ 

I83G 

Whlte'iFenr 

MO 

namllloD 

164 

brig 

1830 

BriggiYwd 

33) 

Uannib 

70 

Ship 

lUOO 

CI>litendenY*rd 

244 

Il^nah 

GO 

lirlgontloe 

1700 

Wanton 

ill 

llinnsh 

3ft 

»tp. 

177- 

No.  Hirer  riloU 

■U 

Haiinali 

'27 

■Kb. 

I7H0 

Sdluale  Harbor 

ms 

40 

a 

17M7 

Miscel.  Si'lluatB 

M3 

Ilftiinib 

ITflH 

ItHck.klln 

174 

Uannab 

130 

brlfantlDO 

i7ao 

North  River 

48 

118 

sch. 

tsoo 

Delano,  Wanton 

ai 

HuiDBh 

13H 

ECb. 

1803 

Kent.  ScituaU  Harbor 

380 

Hannah 

Kh. 

sa-. 

DHck-kIn 

175 

lllnnih  &  Ellik 

2nn 

ship 

800 

Poller,  Wanton 

Z3B 

Hanruh  Eddy 

iU 

ship 

817 

Turner. Oil.  &Cole,  Scltnate  Hartw 

390 

2H1 

tlilii 

SmiUi  Ynnl 

go 

lao 

.hip 

18i7 

llantow  l^werYard 

toe 

Hanion 

47 

laia 

brlBK.A  turner,  Utick-kDo 

IH 

Harlequin 

33B 

Uhlp 

1800 

Delano,  IVanton 

214 

llnrniuny 

bhip 

i7i;7 

1  luiiiiUH,  Ilrl<:k.kl1n 

IfiT 

-cL. 

78.-> 

llrlKsa  Yard 

lluTlOU 

60 

.cb. 

woo 

Scitiiaie  Harbor 

IG8 

Harriot 

WJ 

i.k. 

831 

Bnrslovr  Lower  Yard 

110 

Hirl 

40 

sip. 

707 

DIock-boiiM 

Ml 

Hiwk 

bCh. 

73S 

Ml.c«l.  Hanover 

129 

sth. 

Smllb  Yard 

8S 

Hebe 

brig 

1W>8 

Soutber  A  Cudworth,  Chittenden  Yd 

iM 

Hector 

1701 

North  River 

48 

ni 

\X.  aft.  lirlg'fn 

IMO'2 

Smith  Yard 

VI 

]  li'Idn 

wm 

llruok8,Tlltlen&  Taylor 
Lowii,  llrk'k-killi 

•n.1 

)li:1vn 

■m 

ship 

17!rt 

177 

Helen  H.  Foster 

DO 

.d.'. 

IWI 

McrTlU,(;blllcndcnYard 

i.".; 

lluluna 

ahip 

IHOG 

Miaet.  Scilnulo 

llcllcnoh 

Mp 

IKtl 

rosier,  ^VBllloll 

iio 

Ileman  Smith 

her:  brig 

iurbtuvt&  Waterman,  Fax  UIU 

111 

Iloncry 

.hip 

1W« 

liarBtow*B<-Two  Oaka" 

20 

Bip. 

1703 

Ml.tel.ficltuate 

Ilcnnitta 

sblp 

Uanlow's"TwoOBki" 

101 

Ilonrietta 

273 

Gblp 

ifim 

liarstow-i  "Two  Oaka" 

101 

lero 

Kuith  Klvor 

■n 

lenilro 

337 

^ 

1HI,-I 

llopclnnd.I'oxTTIII 

133 

IliEKlim 

- 

■fiimiT,  Sdlimlo  llarl«r 

llluli  urllllo 

.1.1)1 

VlutcnmiiiAlbiL^,  l-'ux.ltUl 

i:u 

.th.  aft.  brig 

l!C!7 

lliinilow  Luiver  Yard 

no 

III  icaritlDe 

Ili-W 

llrigBJ  VnrU 

iM 

]lop« 

tlOilO 

30 

keu-b 

1700 

Miecel.SdliiBte 

338 

38 

I7K3 

SlulBon,  Wanlnn 

tn 

lope 

fifi 

..:li.' 

1781 

riioinag,  Brick-kiln 

173 

lo« 

nt 

I.r  sanllno 

17H.1 

Kurtb  Itlver 

18 

logic  on 

fll 

1787 

MliMl.  SeltnalB 

313 

1!H 

Mb! 

IWIO 

lUrrfuw  &  Waterman,  Fox  Iim 

IrjJvWcU 

>l|i. 

l*i!H 

WiiLiim 

il7 

1ul>oiroll 

10 

UiOt 

rhliiumlen  YnrJ 

loiiewBll 

30 

.Ip. 

IfilW 

Mlu.-cl.SdtuuIB 

337 

|U])CWC11 

GO 

>lp.  afL  Iiilg't'n 

1007 

Mlarel-Scltuutc 

3;t7 

lopCHOU 

lopewell 

liTlgnutlno 

1IHI7 

MUoul.  Scitiiaie 

v» 

30 

alp. 

lOiH 

EdK-ard  WaatoD,  Wanton 

in 

30 

glp. 

1701 

Wanton 

iis 

Muiiewell 

ao 

.In. 

1700 

Wanton 

318 

Hora 

hX. 

ISTiO 

laylor  k  Carver,  Tajlor 

281 

How  land 

ehlp 

FoBter,  Wanton 

230 

Hiuon 

.btp 

Mif«l.  Hanover 

130 

Hunia 

loa 

.uh. 

IH37 

Brook.  &  Tlidcn 

27fl 

Inm 

2D0 

.bip 

V%\li 

\i«»Wt«»  '■  Two  Oaki' 

101 

AND   AT   SCITUATE   IIARBOIl. 


399 


Namb. 

Ton- 
nage 

Rio. 

Built 

Town  or  Yabd. 

i 

Ida 

363 

ship 

1809 

Delano,  Wanton 

225 

Imogene 

179 

hk. 

1840 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

HI 

Independence 

160 

brig 

1804 

Torrey,  Chittenden  \  ard 

260 

Independence 

87 

sch. 

1811 

Cole»  Chittenden  Yard 

262 

Independence 

311 

ship 

1817 

Barstow's*« Two  Oaks" 

102 

Indns 

338 

ship 

1799 

Delano,  Wanton 

224 

Industry 

20 

sip. 

1682 

Briggs  Yard 

284 

Indnsirj 

40 

sip. 
sell. 

1702 

Scituate  Harbor 

367 

Inchistiy 

31 

1781 

North  River 

48 

Industn^ 

42 

sch. 

1785 

Stutson,  Wanton 
Briggs  Yard 

222 

Industrj 

61 

sch. 

1785 

309 

Industry 

60 

sip. 

1789 

Keene.  White's  Ferry 

Stutson,  Wanton  fc  Scituate  II'b*r  368 

361 

Indnstiy 

— 

sch. 

1796 

222 

Induftrj 

68 

sch. 

1803 

Kent,  Scituate  Harbor 

380 

Indutirr 
Intrepid 

— . 

sch. 

Briggs,  Brtck-kihi 
Smith  Yard 

195 

282 

ship 

1805 

93 

Iris 

80 

sch. 

1797 

Briggs  Yard 

310 

Isabella 

308 

ship 

1807 

Kingman,  Miscel.  Hanover 

126 

Ivaiihoc 

102 

brig 

1828 

Briggs  Yard 

817 

J.  A.  Jesuroon 

200 

bark 

1815 

Briggs,  Scituate  IIar1x>r 

385 

Jnnios 

100 

sch. 

IK05 

Kent,  Scituate  llariior 

— 

James  &  Thomas 

30 

sip. 
sell. 

wm) 

Scituate  Harlior 

366 

James  Bayard 

86 

1802 

Chittenden  Yard 

250 

James  Francis 

101 

sch. 

1837 

White's  Ferry 
Turner,  Brick-kiln 

361 

James  Otis 

80 

sch. 

1827 

192 

James  W.  Paige 

198 

bk. 

1841 

Curtis,  Scituate  Harbor 

384 

Jumes  Wyman 

65 

sch. 

1852 

Turner,  Otis  &  Co.,  Scituate  Harbor 

391 

Jane 

120 

sell. 

1793 

Miscel.  Hanover 

129 

Jane 

145 

brig 

1793 

Miscel.  Hanover 

129 

Jane 

66 

sch. 

1795 

Chittenden  Yard 

246 

Jane 

98 

sch. 

1802 

Sampson,  No.  River  Bridge 

70 

Japan 

332 

ship 

1822 

Foster  &  Co..  Wanton 
Rogers,Brick.kiUi 
North  River 

235 

JeflTcrson 

267 

ship 

1801 

182 

Jenny 

63 

sch. 

1784 

48 

John 

40 

hri^antine 

1702 

Scituate  Harbor 

367 

John 

60 

sch. 

1786 

Brick-kiln 

173 

John  &  Abial 

100 

ship 

1698 

Miscel.  Scituate 

338 

John  &  Abiel 

60 

brigantine 

1695 

Miscel.  Scituate 

337 

John  &  Ahigaii 
John  &  Daniel 

25 

sip. 

1683 

Briggs  Yard 

284 

30 

sip. 

1703 

Miscel.  Scituate 

338 

John  &  David 

60 

ship 

1704 

Miscel.  Scituate 

338 

John  &  Dorothy 

40 

brigantine 

1702 

Block-house 

260 

John  Sc  Dorothy 

80 

ship 

1711 

Miscel.  Scituate 

339 

John  &  Klixal)eth 

70 

ship 

1701 

Scituate  Harbor 

367 

Joliu  fc  Klixaboth 

295 

ship 

IK25 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

106 

John  B.  Dods 

160 

brig 

1840 

MiPcel.  Scituate 

344 

John  J.  Eaton 

43 

sch. 

1845 

Briggs,  Scituate  Harbor 

385 

Jolly  Tar 

i_ 

sch. 

Waterman,  Scituate  Harbor 

380 

Joseph  9i  Beigamhi 

30 

sip. 
sell. 

1684 

Briggs  Yard 

284 

Jos;  Atkins 

131 

1838 

Miscel.  Scituate 

344 

Joseph  Batch 

153 

brig 

1840 

Brooks  &  Tilden 

279 

Josephine 

232 

brig 

1833 

Souther  &  Cud  worth,  Chittenden  Yd 

266 

JoKlnia  Bates 

65 

sch. 

1816 

Cudwortli,  Chittenden  Yard 

257 

JoHliiia  Brown 

112 

sell. 

IS.'JH 

White's  Ferry 

:<6l 

JohIiiiii  K.  Bowloy 

95 

sell. 

1851 

Barstow  h  Waterman,  Fox  IliU 

142 

J.  Setter 

58 

sch. 

1846 

Scituate  Harbor 

385 

Julian 

_^ 

Foster  &  Co.,  Wanton 

236 

Juno 

90 

sip. 
sen. 

1786 

Brooks,  Tilden  &  Taylor 

273 

Juno 

85 

1825 

Turner,  Brick-kiln 

192 

Justice  Stoiy 

199 

bk. 

1846 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

110 

Katharine 

25 

sloop 

1694 

Miscel.  Scituate 

336 

Kemp 

~. 

sch. 

1836 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

196 

KencMdos 

_i_ 

18— 

Briggi,  Brick-kUn 

Barstow  &  Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

195 

Kemison 

127 

brig 

1862 

142 

Kingston 

C7 

1822 

North  River 

51 

Laban 

87 

sch. 

1822 

Souther  &  Cudworth,  Chittenden  Yd 

266 

Lady  Gallatin 

358 

ship 

1811 

DehMio,  Smith  Yard 

Loa 

A  UST  OF  VESSELS   BUILT  ON  NOBTH   RIVER 


NlHB. 

TON- 

Rio. 

Built 

t„„.t™. 

I 

Lad;  Mit<llM)n 

m 

ililp 

1810 

Dctnno,  Wanton 

22fl 

Lntly  WuHlilHt'loQ 
LaQnnge 

118 

Lrignntlne 

1787 

Niinti  ltl.cr 

18 

73 

iffin 

Merrlti.  MlHCfl.ScitniUe 

310 

ix" 

3^10 

'iiip 

iK2n 

■''nbtcrftOii.,  WaiiUin 

il7 

119 

»>-l.. 

IHKl 

WBloriH.iii,  |.\.xlllll 

IW 

Lake 

71 

I'ny  lor  &  Ciuvcr,  'I'»y  lor 

281 

Lapwing 

Mg 

182-i 

IIS 

lapwing 

at 

ach. 

18:16 

BrIggB,  BcitURte  Ilaibot 

381 

L«rk 

40 

8Cb. 

1784 

Miflcel.  Hanover 

129 

Lark 

M 

sell. 

1820 

Turner,  Fox  Hill 

135 

Larke,    afterwinl   called 

a> 

Sl|>. 

1701 

M  lice  1.  fidin  Die 

338 

Laura         Ltlie  -Fnuids' 

293 

ship 

180S 

Kingman.  UiH-et.  Hanover 

Via 

Laara  Ann 

376 

>l.ip 

1816 

I'limcr,  llrlck-kiln 

1S3 

Laurel 

G3 

sell" 

imw 

Hr.ck-kiln 

176 

Lawrcnco 

lOtI 

l<k. 

1812 

|-|iruor,Kclliialo1lnrl»r. 

:tHH 

Leader 

90 

Kb. 

1817 

ltanit<,w'B"T«n(}akB" 

101 

11 

9lp. 

1831 

Hairs,  Whitc'i  F-erry 

3S8 

Leda 
Leo 

2j8 

i'^i? 

1828 
1774 

Copeiatid&Co.,  FoxHill 
Brfck-kiln 

137 
187 

Leontdai 

9l.lp 

1800 

MlBcel.IUnover 

130 

Leonidaa 

1B3 

l,k. 

183.1 

Turner,  n.lik-klln 

193 

LaonidM 

231 

Diiip 

1828 

SoiiilierA  Ciidwunh,  Chittenden  Td 

!as 

iMpohl  Qallr 

70 

.l.ip 

1792 

llriKfW  Y,krd 

Z8.1 

Liniiila 

210 

l>rl^ 

IH-il 

Torrcy  S  JnmoB,  Dlock-lioujc 

270 

LbwU  Umce 

113 

lull.  art.  licr.  lirig 

1^37 

Brooks  K.  Tlldcn 

379 

Lexington 

197 

brig 

1H25 

Cupclund  &  Co.,  Pox  Hill 

\M 

Uberty 

88 

.ch. 

imi 

Kent,  -Siltuale  Ifnrliof 

Light  HarHi 

icL. 

1800 

VliiHl.SciiuBiell.u'lior 

380 

162 

brig 

1803 

290 

Lima 

sbip 

1801 

Brick-kin 

16< 

LiTincll 

177 

,ch. 

18M 

Bfltuaio  Harbor 

391 

Lion 

aiio 

9Mp 

1H21 

l''uiter&Co.,  Wanton, 

235 

LIlcliHeM 

ori 

..:b 

.lk;brlel.lAltivrlli,Waiilon 

211 

LIUIe  ('herub 

OS 

Hi'b. 

1797 

Batei,  Miscal.  Hanover 

Lilllo  MerlLa 

6Q 

1810 

Mcrrltt,Miacol.8dtuaUi 

310 

Utile  Uti« 

ketdi 

1700 

Sciluaie  llarlwr 

360 

Lively 

M 

Kh. 

178fi 

Morritt,CliillondcnYard 

31G 

Lively 

28 

17U7 

Sciiuaio  llnrlior 

SOU 

Lively 

sch! 

1804 

Briggi,  nrlck-klln 

ISI 

Lizzie  J.BIgelow 

1(10 

l.ur.  brig 

1868 

narstowA  WttWnnan.  Fox  Hill 

Loprr 

1821 

Norlii  itiver 

6t 

iMuiia 

60 

ach. 

260 

LuiilHa 

97 

tkiulber  &  Cudwortb,  ClilKenden  Yd 

260 

LciQlan  A. 

ixei 

lUTBtow  &  Waterman,  Fox  UlU 

111 

LuclCB 

elilp 

1810 

MlBcel.  Hanover 

130 

Lucrcllti 

lU 

scii. 

ISOO 

Ililml^w'h-'TwoOahB" 

Lncy 

OS 

UClj. 

178U 

NurllL  River 

18 

LucJ 

Bull. 

1787 

MlBcel.  Scituate 

313 

60 

>Cll. 

1780 

MIxCOl.  S«llUAlO 

Lu^y 

30 

iidi. 

I7!W 

KoKors  Yiml 

■m 

Lucy 

39 

1198 

ScllrmW  llnrbor 

368 

LucJ 

scb! 

179'J 

MlBcei.  Hanover 

130 

Lucy 

72 

sch. 

1801 

HriKRsVard 

310 

Luke 

60 

lirlganlloe 

1700 

Hli>ck  houBO 

280 

Lyceum 

66 

iidi. 

1830 

Copeland  i  Co.,  Foi  I11I1 

137 

Lycouin 

Scltuale  Harbor 

SB7 

Lydia 

Bl 

BCil. 

1787 

MlBcel.  Hanover 

129 

Lydia 

ech. 

1789 

Silvester,  No.  River  Bridge 

6B 

Lydia 

60 

»-b. 

179.1 

CIdtlenden  Yard 

216 

LydIa 

100 

Hip. 

17y.'! 

llrlck-klln 

171 

Lydia 

r.t 

BCh. 

179.'i 

Mlsccl.  Hanover 

129 

Lydia 

5rli. 

1799 

Torrey,  Chittenden  Yard 

218 

Lydia 

280 

Hllip 

18l« 

Sinllb  Yanl 

93 

Lydia 

i'la 

Blllp 

IWJi 

llnrsluw'sljnvcrYnnl 

la*) 

Lydia  &  Polly 

102 

.Cb. 

79(1 

Vinal,&-llu-lelUrl>or 

309 

Lydia  &  PoIIt 

BCll. 

837 

Ilrlggi,  Scltuate  Harbor 

381 

Lydia  King 

22 

ICb. 

839 

UtcffleidA-Uurrill,  Wanton 

Z12 

Lroa 

0 

Bip. 

701 

IJrigp  Yard 
Ulock-houu 

Z8S 

I^ 

0 

ffii 

709 

!SI 

I^MDdar 

110 

1827 

Tu»,  IU~.  »  •!.«».  BP.  ■!»  Bdft. 

Ti 

AND  AT  SCITUATE  HARBOR. 


Name. 

TON- 

Rio. 

DllLT 

Town  or  Yard. 

I 

Xttlngatcat 

242 

Ilk. 

1832 

ClnppA  Fooler.  Wanton 

Z3» 

3G 

sip. 

1828 

Tl.n.rr,J^ln.,r«  II>(«Dtl.  N^.  ID'X  BHdl* 

74 

jiS^" 

250 

hrig 

)B30 

Fosl«:  &  Co.,  Wanion 

238 

365 

ihip 

laia 

Toirey  and  olben,  Block-honte 

2S8 

l.'O 

•rig 

18-.'7 

Sonlber  II  Cudworth.  Cbimnden  Yd 

266 

s. 

S.'ll. 

1342 

Waterman,  Fox  Uill 

139 

20 

Bip. 

1701 

Wanton 

2ia 

Kil 

181(1 

m 

»ffi^ 

IB5 

lltlR 
Slllp 

1782 

Foster  &  Co.,  Wniitoii 
Tbomaa,  Urlek-kiln 

238 
71 

Mwta 

fl4 

Bcll. 

18.10 

Soutber  A  Ciidnorlb,  Cblltonden  Yd 

2W 

Hnrlii  Thucw 

2L>a 

Iiriif 

1827 

Jnmci,  Uloch-boii90 

271 

Muiner 

trL. 

1817 

Unrstow's  "Two  Onka" 

101 

Msrlon 

l>rig 

IS'il 

Souther  A  Cudworth.  Chittenden  Yd 

2SS 

Mtrnix    [MS  '■Marlbs") 

bk. 

IBOS 

Samson,  No.  Illvar  Bridge. 

70 

Munlx 

22S 

bk. 

184!) 

Miscel.  Scituale 

344 

M>n 

ra 

sch. 

1786 

Brick-kiln 

173 

MnreUnl  Noy 

im 

IfiR 

IHZU 

Foster  A  Co.,  Wanton 

238 

M»rlli» 

DO 

lirlKonliua 

1712 

Block-bouso 

2fll 

Mnrllia 

IS2 

ship 

1801 

Kent,  Scltuftic  Harbor 

380 

Mnrlbii,  aUGnvnrd  rnllpcl 

25S 

hk. 

ISCfi 

Samson,  No.  River  llrlclRO 

70 

Marllm            I'-Marniji" 

ship 

1S09 

Saluion,  No.  River  Bridge 

70 

M&rllia 

273 

slilp 

181U 

182 

Unrlbs  fc  t^liinbctb 

70 

bk. 

1604 

Wanion 

217 

Mnrllin  A  EiliubclL 

70 

hrlgantiGB 

1604 

217 

HartliB  AllGD 

aa 

bk. 

1849 

Brings.  Scitaate  Harbor 
BriF!BsYanl 

386 

bk. 

1603 

28* 

nil  In 

G!14 

BrICMsYard 

284 

briganllne 

im 

Cbltlcndcn  Yard 

241 

20 

slpf 

700 

Wanton  A  Barker.  Wnnfon 

217 

20 

>lp. 

707 

Edward  Wanion,  Wanton 

213 

23 

.Ip. 

786 

Brick-tiln 

173 

iSSr 

280 

elilp 

170B 

Jam  es.  Block -bouse 

2fi2 

ririff'ln.  B(t.  ibip 

1709 

MlBccl..  Hanover 

130 

lew 

Pill. 

TimicrMlBW!l.reniliroko 

S3 

211 

ship 

801 

Smith  Yard 

93 

99 

80-1 

Jamea,  Block-bou^e 

m 

irb! 

804 

Kent,  Scllunte  Harbor 
Vinal.ScitiiHiollnrlKir 

380 

Mary 

73 

Kb. 

843 

383 

Hur 

Brlflgii  &  Turner,  Scitunie  Ilorbor 

389 

Mmt  *  Ablgan 

30 

sip. 

TCTO 

Sdtiiate  Harbor 

3ca 

M.rr  A  Al.iK»tl 

W 

sip. 

170.1 

Whlic'i  Ferry 

3.W 

Mnry  A  Hawy 

41 

Jl. 

170.'> 

Cliillon()on  Yard 

210 

MiiryftlVilly 

77 

srii. 

iNir. 

THilcii,  lltockJioiiso 

2liO 

Mitry  Ai.ii 

7H 

•rlKH'itliio 

llrii'k-klii 

174 

Mary  Ann 

312 

Glilp 

rill) 

Jftines,  Ulock-houM 

2G3 

Mary  Ann 

78 

ICll. 

1818 

Briff^  Yard 
Copc1nndACo.,FoxHI1I 

31f 

Mnr;Ball»r<I 

2G0 

37 

Mary  F.  SInile 

IIW 

ik! 

IHI8 

Turner,  Oils  A  Cole.  Scituato  Harbor 

300 

Mary  Greenish 

14U 

«tb. 

Barstow  &  Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

43 

Mary  Jonei 

66 

sell. 

lais 

Turner,  Fox  Htll 

135 

Mary. 

321) 

Slllp 

is:il 

Daralow  Lon-cr  Yard 

OB 

Mawiiu-li'iiK'tM 

vm 

Slllp 

llriRpiYMd 

^19 

•m 

Sllip 

180!) 

rmtm.  MIH.-C1.  Ilmmvcr 

120 

MatllJn 

GO 

sell. 

1818 

BrlRiti  A  Smllb,  Urick-klln 
llnllB,  White's  Ferry 

07 

21 

SI.  boat 

18:in 

361 

M»yllo«w 

2r. 

sip. 

101)1 

336 

UojUowu 

3U 

brig 

1701 

M(Bcel.,8iituale 

33S 

30 

sipf 

260 

25 

sip. 

Br1ge>  Yard 

2SS 

30 

brlgaotlne 

Miscel.,6cituate 
UwlB,  Brick-kiln 

33» 

scb! 

\>m 

177 

^32SS^ 

3-2 

86 

:lSi, 

18-J3 
KOO 

llrigs*.  brick-kiln 
Cbiiwnden  Y«rd 

m 
m 

tbip 

isai 

MiscBl.,  Hanover 

130 

OS 

•ch. 

182.-. 

Baratow  Lower  Yard 

108 

170 

s!<lp 

Chittenden  Yard 

340 

203 

sblp 

1804 

Smith  Yard 

las 

Mart 

131 

Eells,SoiUh.XMi 

N-*- 

402 


A  LIST  OF  VESSELS  BUILT   ON  NORTH  BITBB 


Namb. 

TON- 
NAOB 

Rio. 

Built 

TowK  OB  Tabd. 

1 

Meteor 

116 

scb. 

1864 

Scitnate  Harbor 

391 

Hiantinomo 

281 

ship 

1800 

Kingman,  Misoel.  Hanover 
Miscel.,  Scitnate 

126 

Michael  &  Samuel 

60 

brigantine 

1607 

337 

Micbigan 

— 

brig 

183- 

Brooks  &  Tilden 

279 

Michigan 

130 

brig 

1»10 

Briggs  Yard 

322 

Milo 

63 

sch. 

1816 

Turner  &  Copeland,  Pox  Hill 

134 

Minerra 

•^ 

1774 

North  River 

48 

Minenra 

223 

ship 

1808 

Magoun,  Brick-klhi 

183 

Mioenra 

70 

sch. 

1818 

Foster  &  Co.  Wanton 

234 

Miranda 

.  189 

bk. 

1832 

Briggs  &  Turner.  Brick-kiln 
Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

192 

Miser 

304 

ship 

1810 

181 

Modoc 

— 

ship 

1810 

Miscel.  Scitnate 

343 

Mohawk 

407 

ship 

1811 

Turner,  MIsoeL  Hanover 

127 

Molly 

66 

sch. 

1786 

North  River 

48 

Monroe 

47 

sch. 

1817 

Turner,  MisceL  Sdtoate 

341 

Monument 

211 

brig 

1826 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

184 

Morning  Star 

82 

sch. 

1803 

Rogers  Yard                                206  340 

Morning  Star 

66 

sch. 

1816 

Turner  ft  Copeland,  Fox  Hill 

134 

Morris 

— 

sch. 

Turner,  Scitnate  Haroor 

388 

Motcoir 

277 

brig 

1826 

Copeland  &  Co.,  Fox  Hiil 
Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

136 

Motes  Mren 
Mount  Hope 

306 

ship 

1803 

181 

66 

sch. 

1827 

Miscel.  Scitnate 

344 

Mount  Vernon 

464 

ship 

1816 

Ifartt,  Wanton 

^26 

Mt  Vernon 

362 

ship 

1810 

Kingman,  Miscel.  liiiiHiver 

Via 

N.  &  H.  Oould 

142 

sch. 

1866 

Barstow  &  Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

143 

Nancj 

41 

sip. 
sch. 

1787 

Brick-kiln 

173 

Nancy 

94 

1803 

Kent,  Scitnate  Harbor 

380 

Nancy 

177 

brig 

1806 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

181 

Nancy 
Nanking 

76 

sip. 

1817 

Foster  &  Co.,  Wanton                   210 

233 

290 

sbip 

1803 

Kingman,  Miscel.  Hanover 

Soutlier  &  Cudwortb,  Chittenden  Yd 

126 

Nashua 

301 

bk. 

1833 

256 

Nautilus 

60 

scb. 

1786 

Brick-kiln 

173 

Nellie  Fenwick,  formerly 
Neptune       [called  Sarah 

_— 

bk. 

1854 

Scitnate  Harbor 

391 

— . 

ship 

1705 

Thomas,  Brick-kiln 

164 

Neptune 

67 

scb. 

1785 

North  River 

48 

Neptune 

64 

sch. 

1787 

Keene,  White's  Ferry 

351 

Neptune 

114 

scb. 

1794 

liogers  Yard 

206 

Neptune 

138 

brig 

1795 

Mis(«l.  Hanover 

1-29 

Neptune 

280 

ship 

1800 

Smith  Yard 

90 

Neptune 

278 

ship 

180G 

Smitb  Yard 

93 

Neptune 

214 

brig 

1823 

Foster  &  Co,,  Wanton 

•230 

Neptune 

338 

bk. 

1828 

Darstow  Lower  Yard 

107 

Neptune 

231 

bk. 

1835 

Foster  &  Co,  WantDn 

240 

Neutrality 

1*23 

sch. 

1804 

Magoun  &  Hatch,  Brick-kiln 

183 

New  Forge 

37 

sip.,  aft'ward  scb. 

1792 

Barstow,  *«  Two  Oaks" 

97 

New  Priscilla 

126 

scb. 

1822 

Foster  &  Co  ,  WanUm 

235 

New  Sally 
Now  Sophronla 

m 

scb. 

1812 

Torrey,  Chittenden  Yard 

252 

69 

scb. 

1815 

Tiidon,  Block-house 

2I>8 

Now  Stato 

ni 

sell. 

17JW 

Miscicl.,  Ilanovor 

i;<o 

Newton 

2H3 

I>rlg 

1828 

Hulls,  White's  Ferry 

im 

Niagara 

232 

bk. 

1834 

Foster  Ik  Co.,  Waiitun 

240 

Ninety 

90 

ship 

1693 

Briggs  Yard 

284 

Noble  E.  Jenkins 

100 

scb. 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

195 

Norfolk 

— 

brig 

1765 

Thomas,  Brick-kiln 

164 

Norfolk 

135 

brig 

1833 

Hall's,  White's  Ferry 

359 

North  River 

27 

sip. 

1793 

Brooks,  Tilden  &  Taylor 

273 

North  River  Packet 

38 

sip. 

1820 

Keene,  White's  Ferry 

352 

Oak 

150 

brig 

1820 

Briggs  Yard 

315 

Oak 

208 

brig 

1833 

Briggs  Yard 

320 

O'Cain 

280 

sbip 

1802 

Foster,  Wanton 

229 

Ocean 

73 

scb. 

1816 

Foster  &  Co.,  Wanton 

233 

Ocean 

173 

l>rig 

1823 

Briggs  Yard 

316 

Ocean 

165 

brig 

1839 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

111 

Ocean  Belle 

66 

sch. 

1860 

Briggs,  Scitnate  Harbor 
Copeland  &  Co.,  Fox  Hill 

387 

Odessa 

180 

brig 

1830 

187 

Oeno 

328 

ship 

1821 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

106 

Old  Carpenter 

22 

sch. 

1813 

Waterman,  Scitnate  Harbor 
Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

380 

Obl.Colony 

244 

brig 

1832 

184 

AND  AT  BOmiATE   HARBOR. 


Hahb. 

TON- 

Kio. 

Cl-ILT 

Town  or  Yard. 

1 

OHvo 

70 

btIi. 

irn7 

Drlck-klbi 

174 

Only  Dinsbter 

70 

BCb. 

1S29 

Clapp*  Delano,  Wanton  Yard 

228 

OnlyS<»r 

170 

brig 

ima 

Tamer  K  Tbomng,  Brick-kiln 

176 

On^JBoo 

S3 

IHOO 

LItchflflId,  Mltn).  ScltuatG 

342 

Ol&to 

367 

■hip 

1833 

Waterman  A  Bbim,  Fox  Hill 

13S 

OMaria 

ICb. 

1826 

Brlggi  Yard 

317 

OnMrto 

92 

■Cll. 

16.38 

Turner,  Scituftlc  Harbor 

3S8 

144 

brig 

[eM.  Scituate  Harbor 

381 

200 

t-rlg 

I82fi 

HHbrb  Yard 

317 

l>rlg 

Kent,  Sclti into  11  nrlmr 

380 

111 

•cll. 

18.T7 

Turner,  Sdtuiila  Harbor 

388 

43 

«ch. 

1813 

Turner.  Fox  lUlt 

133 

60 

ich. 

1829 

Copeland  k  Co.,  Fox  Hill 
Wblt8"B  Fer^ 
Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

137 

100 

BCh. 

381 

^ 

\3-i 

Iiiift 

18.38 

139 

R7 

Ilrlgjia,  Scitiiatollarli'ir 

38G 

OMA 

99 

Kb. 

isaa 

SlotBon  and  oUicrs,  "Two  OnhB" 

103 

P»dnc 

_ 

brig 

,m 

Stution,  Wanton 
Foster  ft  Co.,  Wanton 

222 

Paclflc 

314 

.l.lp 

I81R 

234 

Piulilc  Trader 

Ml 

17!)0 

KoRors  Yard 

20S 

racket 

22 

Blp. 

Mtscel.  llano?  cr 

129 

I'acket 

37 

>lp. 

1800 

NfiBb.CbiLtendcnYard 

249 

PMlMt 

63 

lip. 

1M01 

Mlnccl.,  Hnnorer 

130 

PMmt 

•a 

lip. 

1H02 

Miflrel.,HanoTBr 

130 

18.35 

Crigg»,  Brlck-kllD 

IBS 

m 

brig 

BrlRgo,  Brlck-kltn 

184 

200 

brig 

1814 

Miseel.,  Hanoxer 

130 

74 

iCh. 

I7»i 

Mlaccl.,  llanoier 

129 

FullTig 

US 

Kb.  alt.  brig, 

IKM 

ftnrBtow  Loiter  Yard 

110 

Pauline  Taylor 

l.rls 

IKIS 

Mfscel.,  Hanover 

130 

T«tty 

•in 

Hi,.. 

177- 

Nil.  Itlvcrrllota 

f>3 

J'.lly 

M 

SI'll. 

17S.-1 

Scltniilo  lInrlK)r 

Km 

Purl 

ablp 

18(U 

Smltli  &  Bail,  Smith  Yard 

92 

i^jatr 

37 

BCh. 

1787 

Brlck-hiln 

373 

fS... 

131 
133 

X 

17!'2 

N.irlli  Itivcr 
Sampson,  llrlck-klln 

18 

182 

rtoBbtoka 

199 

bric 

1820 

Brlggi,  Brick-kiln 

184 

TVmbrook 

.b1^ 

Samaon,  No.  River  Bridge 

70 

Fenn 

>bip 

1818 

Mlacet.,  Hanorer 

IM 

Perfect 

es 

soil" 

18:10 

Turner.  BrJck-klln 

192 

Perfect 

2G 

srb. 

ime 

Lllcbfleld,  MlBcol.  Scitnata 

J41 

2U 

*b)p 

Fmicr,  Wanton 

229 

1H4 

■rig 

llrigRa,  Brick-kiln 

133 

I'cnls 

00 

srI. 

nitt 

HoKcrs  Ynrd 

26 

Tcni 

a.')7 

ship 

Ura  ton  Lovrcr  Yard 

103 

l-ernYlan 

33* 

ship 

IHIH 

Footer  k  Co..  Wanton 

23* 

B4 

Kb. 

1818 

Snntber  &  Cud»ortli.  Cblttcnden  Yard 

■2.'4 

PhMlIX 

3U 

ibip 

18.30 

UnrBtow  Lower  Yard 

108 

Phllcnda 

72 

,r\<. 

270 

rhilenla 

M 

6Cb. 

183.^. 

Turner,  No.  River  Bridge 

79 

Pbilena  Otii 



IS'ia 

Brigs*,  Brlrk-klln 

195 

Tboebe 

m 

<ch. 

180G 

Torrey,  Block- bonw 

Phoonlx 

sell. 

l7Ni! 

Norlb  River 

48 

PhoonU 

ItIs 

I.H;il) 

Wirilo'i  Vorry 

ml 

llm 

E.I1. 

Itoh-cra  Yard 

213 

tWm 

6-2 

Bfb. 

18119 

Siuilli  Yard 

93 

p5 

ino 

Ilk. 

IR37 

nntl-B,  Wbllo'B  Ferry 

sei 

tbiMCt 

Kll 

brig 

Fotier  &  Co.,  Wanton 

23G 

]%U 

■207 

gch. 

mv, 

Itaratow  ft  Watennan.  Fox  Hill 

111 

1'IatMl 

OR 

Kb. 

llairi,WMlo'»  Forty 

MO 

Phmot 

Kb. 

Drigg*,  Scltnnte  Harbor 
BaSfoVa'TiroOaka" 

394 

roMbontM 

27B 

iblp 

ISOi 

100 

PoUbODlW 

41 

>di. 

18.38 

Brlgn,ecltoate  Harbor 
No.  River  Pllou 
Mlscel.,  Hanover 

384 

IB 
62 

•X 

177- 

53 
129 

1^ 

62 
09 

»ch. 
sch. 

1781 

1781 

Brooks.  TiWon  &  Taylor 
Hlock-bonse 

272 
201 

i^ 

40 
131 

Kb. 

brig 

1789 
1791 

Mlacel.,  (icUuatO 
brick-kiln 

313 
174 

A   LIST  OF  VESSELS  BDILT  ON   NORTH   RIVER 


Navb. 

TON- 

Rio. 

Built 

Tows  OB  Yasd. 

I 

Polly 

02 

•cb. 

1793 

Vinal,  Scituate  Harbor 

368 

PoIlT 

23 

ICll. 

1797 

Sberman.  Mlscel.  Pembroke 

83 

FoVt 

39 

1708 

Scitaate  Harbor 

3GS 

Polly 

114 

sell! 

IBOO 

Baker,  Brooks,  Tllden  4  Taylor 

273 

Polly 

35 

X 

IHOO 

Shemiaa,  Itrooki,  Tllden  &  Turlor 

273 

8S 

1817 

Sontbor,  Chittenden  Yard 

Ji3 

PfBiidenl  HiuTfaon 

80 

BCll. 

1B41 

Miscel.,  ScituatB 

Hi 

40 

acb. 

IB34 

CblKenden  Yard 

2S6 

Primiou 

60 

1894 

Mlicel.  Scltaate 

337 

PriraroM 

71 

ech. 

1821 

Tildfln,  Block -boaBfl 

270 

PrilcNla 

81 

■cb. 

1803 

Bring.  Yard 

310 

Protect  Ion 

270 

Bblp 

1809 

Baniow'i  "Two  0»ki'" 

101 

Providence 

100 

.hip 

1608 

Sciluata  Harbor 

366 

Providence 

80 

Bblp 

1609 

llriBB*  Yard 

231 

Prodencc  &  Dorolliy 

60 

6blp 

1099 

ItrlKg.  Yard 

■85 

Pnident  Suali 

brlgantlno 

1700 

MIscel.  ScltuaU 

333 

Pyreiua 

67 

>cl: 

1831 

Brlggs,  Scitnale  Harbor 

333 

Qaeen 

100 

BCb. 

1836 

TDmer,  No.  River  Bridge 

75 

Rachel 

se 

BCb. 

1820 

Roger.  Yard 

210 

lUilwsy 

sa 

BCb. 

1829 

Turner.  Brick-kiln 

193 

lUmliler 

IBIS 

NotllL  River 

01 

lUngcr 

(in 

■In. 

177- 

North  Rlvor  Plloti 

ta 

lunger 

57 

■C^l. 

Walter  Foiler,  Wanton  Yard 

23) 

IS 

■Ip. 

1S17 

hotter  &  Co..  Wanton 

233 

Iteapar 

!H 

>cV 

18.17 

Turner,  Scluiato  llarlwr 
llrlggBVard 

■MS 

IlelieccB,  itiarttiimivituri. 

DO 

•lilp 

170.5 

2ia 

R8bere« 

77 

17B8 

Mlicel.  Hunover 

130 

Rebec™ 

62 

BCb! 

1831 

Soplher  &  Cudwonh,  Chittenden  Yd 

iS6 

Rebecca 

83 

scb. 

1838 

Somber  &  Cudwortb,  Chittenden  Yd 

257 

Red  Rover 

i^ 

scb. 

1838 

Brlfi«a.  Brick-kiln 

196 

Red  RoTcr 

LitctiHeld.Mlftcel.Scituatfl 

U2 

Repilm 

337 

ship 

1S07 

Torrey,  CblltendenVard 

250 

Reiiidfer 

20 

fld,. 

1798 

RoKers  Yard 

212 

Bcb. 

17- 

SmltbYarJ 

89 

ncvoouB 

27 

1789 

Eell^.SnkltbYard 

Revivid 

44 

BCh! 

1790 

M«cel.Hdliiat8 

313 

Revival 

1791 

Ml»c«l.  Scliuate 

313 

ReylYiiI 

39 

1701 

llrlKKsYard 

Souther  Sc  Cudnrortb,  Chittenden  Yd 

WQ 

Rice  Plant 

122 

Iirig 

1821 

RlchnioDd 

Ufl 

^•'\g 

1817 

Tumtr.  Mi*c«l,  ScltuBLo 

34 

Rlenii 

Mm 

Waterman  ABBte^,  Fox  Hill 

13S 

Rlilnir  Sua 

IHOO 

Turner  &  Tbnmaa,  Mlicel.  Hanover 

127 

Rlv.r 

icb! 

1820 

27 

nival 

Brlgm.  Brick-kiln 

1B4 

Roanoke 

183- 

Brooki  &  Tllden 

279 

Roanoke 

09 

seb. 

1842 

Turner.  Hateaand  otben.  Lower  Yard 

m 

RoherC 

sliip 

1789 

Mlacol.,  Hanover 

129 

Rolwrtnalkeg 

iHi:i 

IhirtUiw  JV  Wiitonnnn,  l-'ux  Hill 

142 

Kodiiliili  ITcUoTlck 

a71 

"lil'li 

WW 

llnr»U,w,  "Tw..  OiikV' 

100 

Roller 

2U3 

sLlp 

IHOl 

KlnKinim.  Mlicel.  Ilnnover 

128 

Romeo 

312 

■hip 

Kinguian,  Wlscel.  Hanover 

12a 

Romulai 

284 

.hip 

1797 

Smith  Yard 

89 

Ross  Baker 

100 

her.  Iirlg 

1867 

Bamtovr  A  Waterman,  Fox  HUI 

146 

Roue 

80 

hriganlinB 

UO!i 

^lock-honM 

280 

Rover 

1700 

Delano,  Wanton 

223 

Rover 

leb! 

IHOO 

Vlnal,  Scltnale  Harbor 

Rover 

sch. 

1801 

Torroy,  CMtlendeji  Yard 

250 

Hover 

Wbllu'8l''crTy 

3<ll 

Rowena 

>cli! 

1831 

lilock-baiiao 

271 

Roxannn 

73 

■ch. 

1818 

TurnerA'Iiimer,  Fox  Hill 

134 

Rubicon 

67 

1831 

■I'orrcy.TJlock-houw 

271 

Rul,y 

BCb! 

1789 

North  Rlvur 

48 

Rnliy 

28 

■cb. 

KoBen  Yard 

212 

Ruilell 

Iik. 

1 801 

MIscel.  Scltuale 

343 

RuiBlan 

223 

l>rig 

Foster  &  Co..  Wanton 

233 

Ruth 

30 

a- 

1703 

Block-boun 

261 

Rulhy 

39 

1794 

83 

AND   AT   SOITUATB    HARBOR. 
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Namb. 

TON- 
NAOB 

Rio. 

Built 

Town  or  Yard. 

1 

Salem 

260 

bk. 

1854 

Miscel.  Scituate 

244 

8alera  Packet 

42 

sip. 

1782 

Brick-kiln 

173 

Baiinas 

162 

brig 

1841 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

111 

Salinas,  «ft.  eaU«d**WaR«a.'* 

150 

her.  brig 

1863 

Barstow  &  Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

144 

Sally 

35 

6eh. 

1769 

North  Riyer 

48 

Sally 

25 

seb. 

1781 

North  River 

48 

Sally 

58 

sch. 

1784 

Miscel.,  Hanover 

129 

Sally 

44 

sip. 

1786 

Brooks,  Tilden  8t  Taylor 

272 

Sally 

51 

sch. 

1786 

Stntson,  Wanton 

222 

Sally 

ai 

sell. 

nm 

Vitinl,  Scltimte  Harbor 

368 

Sally 

32 

sch. 

1789 

Chittenden  Yard 

246 

Sally 

— 

sip. 
sell. 

1790 

Brick-kiln 

174 

Sally 

24 

1796 

North  River 

49 

Sally 

06 

sch. 

1796 

Rogers  Yard 

206 

Sally 

54 

sch. 

1796 

Vinal,  Scituate  Harbor 

368 

Sally,  aitealtad  **KrHed.'* 

83 

sch. 

1799 

Kent,  Scituate  Harbor 

380 

Sally 

95 

sch. 

1802 

Barker,  Chittenden  Yard 

260 

Sally 

_— 

sch. 

1802 

Hanover 

Sally 

140 

brig 

1802 

Briggs  Yard 

310 

Sally  llobbin 

58 

8Cb. 

1784 

Miscel.,  Hanover 

120 

Sanios 

2iZ 

brig 

1827 

Cotwland  &  Co.,  Fox  Hill 

136 

SaniiicI 

^ 

1801 

North  River 

61 

Sainuel 

310 

ship 

1810 

Eclls,  Smith  Yard 

94 

Samuel  &  Thomas 

190 

bk. 

1841 

Miscel.,  Scituate 

344 

Samuel  Soper 

brig 

18- 

Briggs  &  Turner,  Sdtoate  Harbor 

389 

Sarah 

90 

ship 

1697 

Briggs  Yard 
Brick-kiln 

284 

Sarah 

810 

ship 

1795 

174 

Sarah 

307 

ship 

1815 

Samson,  No.  River  Bridge 

70 

Sarah 

63 

sch. 

1841 

Vinal,  Scituate  Harbor 

384 

Sarah 

165 

briff 
l)ark 

1850 

Barstow  ft  Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

142 

Sarah,«ft.wrd*«N«iiieFtnwick'' 

2«0 

1854 

Scituate  Harbor 

391 

Sarah  8t  Betsey 

85 

sch. 

1819 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

107 

Sarah  Ac  Isalwlla 

50 

brigantino 

1700 

Wanton  ft  Barker,  Wanton 

217 

Sarah  Brooks 

76 

sch. 

18^19 

Scituate  Harbor 

386 

Sarah  Jane 

67 

sch. 

1851 

Merritt,  Chittenden  Yard 

257 

Sarah  Wales 

99 

sch. 

1835 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

110 

Sarairs  Adventure 

40 

ketch 

1700 

Scituate  Harbor 

367 

Saratoga 

289 

bk. 

18.35 

Foster  &  Co.,  Wanton 

240 

Saturn 

107 

scb. 

1805 

Keene,  White's  Ferry 

252 

Saucy  Jack 

90 

sch. 

1802 

Hatch,  Block-house 

363 

Scituate 

86 

sch. 

1834 

Briggs,  Scituate  Harbor 
Litchfleld.  Miscel.  Scituate 
Barstow  &  Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

384 

Sea  Boy 
Sea  Drift 

342 

99 

sch. 

1852 

142 

Sea  Flower 

60 

brigantino 

1703 

Scituate  Harbor 

367 

Sea  Flower 

30 

sip. 

1700 

Cliittonden  Yard 

244 

Sea  Flower 

40 

sip. 
sell. 

1714 

Chittenden  Yard 

244 

Sea  Flower 

46 

1789 

Miscel.,  Scituate 

343 

Seamew 

199 

ship 

1833 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

110 

Seamoss 

__ 

brig 

183 

Souther  &  Cud  worth,  Chittenden  Yd 

257 

Sears  &  J.  Rogers 

31 

sch. 

1848 

Briggs,  Scituate  Harbor 

886 

Selah 

199 

bk. 

1848 

Turner,  Otis  &  Cole,  Scituate  Harbor 

390 

Selma 

266 

ship 

1824 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

106 

Senator 

193 

brig 

1840 

Briggs  Yard 

Souther  fc  Cud  worth.  Chittenden  Yd 

322 

ScTcntli  Son 

H7 

scb. 

1819 

254 

SiKirt  SUipIo 

172 

brig 

1H(»2 

(Pushing,  Miscnl.  Hanover 

127 

Sinus 

55 

sip. 

1813 

Turner,  Scituate  Harbor 

388 

Sisters 

83 

brig 

1794 

Rogers  Yard 

207 

Smyrna 

— 

brig 

1825 

Foster  &  Co.,  Wanton 

236 

Rniyrnn 

162 

brig 

1825 

White's  Ferry 

250 

Solon 

402 

ship 

1815 

Stockbridgo,  Miscel.  Hanover 

12S 

Somerset 

.^ 

ship 

Brick-kiln 

168 

Sopcr 

>^ 

sell. 

1852 

Scituate  Harbor 

391 

Sophia 

67 

sch. 

1795 

Scituate  Harbor 

368 

Sophia 

35 

sip. 
sen. 

1811 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

181 

Sophronia 

83 

1803 

Torrey,  Chittenden  Yard 

260 

Sophronia 

197 

bk. 

1841 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

196 

Souther 

— 

Carver,  Taytor 
Sonther,  Chittenden  Yd 

281 

Souther 

198 

her.  brig  \ 

1840 

257 

South  Shore 

88 

sell. 

1850 

Otis,  Scituate  Harlior 

301 

Spanker 

103 

sch. 

1801 

Turner,  MitceL  Pemtnoke 

82 

406 


A   LIST   OF  VESSELS  BUILT  ON  NORTH   BTVEB 


Navb. 

Ton- 
nage. 

Rio. 

Built 

Town  or  Tabd. 

1 

Spartacas 

02 

sch. 

1846 

Briggs  &  Turner,  Sdtuate  Harbor 

389 

Spedo 

72 

sch. 

1827 

North  River 

51 

Speedwell 

25 

sip. 

1605 

Misoel.,  Scitnate 

337 

Speedwell 

00 

ship 

1605 

Misoel.,  Sdtuate 

337 

Speedwell 

100 

ship 

1606 

Misoel.,  Sdtuate 

337 

Speedwell 

40 

brigantine 

1608 

Briggs  Yard 

284 

Speedwell 

00 

brigantine 

1600 

Sdtuate  Harbor 

365 

Speedwell 

15 

sch. 

177 

No.  River  Pilots  and  Brick-kihi 

53 

Speedwell 

— 

sip. 
sen. 

177 

Thomas,  Brick-kiln 

171 

Speedwell 

67 

1787 

Bates,  Misoel.  Hanover 

124 

Speedwell  Friend 

20 

brigantine 

1703 

Sdtuate  Harbor 

367 

Spenno 

296 

ship 

1820 

Barstow  Lower  Yard 

104 

Sphynx 

43 

sch. 

1784 

Block-house 

261 

Sprigbt  (or  «<Sprite") 

200 

sch. 

1806 

Barstow  &  Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

143 

S.  H.  Soper 

130 

sch. 

1832 

Scitnate  Harbor 

387 

Star 

— 

brig 

1838 

Briggs  Yard 

321 

Star 

23 

sch. 

1830 

Bnggs,  Sdtuate  Harbor 

884 

States 

290 

ship 

1818 

Barstow's  Lower  Yard 

103 

St.  Paul 

04 

sch. 

1845 

Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

140 

Snccess 

00 

brigantine 

1710 

Block-house 

261 

Success 

30 

BCh. 

1783 

North  River 

48 

Snflblk 

314 

ship 

1816 

Palmer,  Brick-kiln 

18» 

Siikoj 

40 

sch. 

1785 

ni<M'.k-houso 

301 

Sun 

20U 

brig 

Uriggs,  Brick-kiln 

185 

Superb 

395 

ship 

1704 

Keene,  White's  Ftrrj 

S91 

Surprise 

70 

sch. 

1852 

Cudwortb.  Chittenden  Yard 

257 

Susan 
Susan 

311 
36 

ship 
sip. 

1805 
1834 

Rogers,  MisoeL  Hanover 
Hall's,  White's  Ferry 

128 

seo 

Susan 

— 

1834 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 
Cudworth,  Chittenden  Yard 

198 

Susan  Baker 

09 

sch. 

1830 

257 

Susan  Jane 

274 

bk. 

1841 

Briggs  Yard 

322 

Susan  N.  Smith 

100 

sch. 

1864 

Barstow  &  Waterman,  Fox  Hill 

144 

Suwarrow 

303 

ship 

1807 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

181 

Swallow 

35 

brigantine 

1678 

Briggs  Yard 

284 

Swallow,    lately    called 
Swallow         ["Blessing" 

20 

brigantine 

1608 

Briggs  Yard 

284 

30 

brigantine 

1705 

Miscel.  Scitnate 

339 

Swallow 

68 

sch. 

1786 

Silvester,  No.  River  Bridge 

68 

Swallow 

75 

sch. 

1780 

Miscel.  Sdtuate 

343 

Swan 

20 

sip. 

SCO. 

1708 

Block-honse 

261 

Swan 

129 

1836 

Briggs,  Brick-kiln 

196 

Swann 

45 

brigantine 

1600 

Scitnate  Harbor 

386 

Swann 

60 

brigantine 

1701 

Sdtuate  Harbor 

367 

TagllonI 

34 

sip. 

1848 

Briggs,  Sdtuate  Harbor 

385 

Talisman 

73 

sch. 

1845 

Sdtuate  Harbor 

388 

Tama 

ship 

177 

Brick-kiln 

168 

Tarqnin 

101 

sch. 

1836 

Cudworth,  Chittenden  Yard 

256 

Taunton  Merchant 

70 

ship 

1711 

White's  Ferry 

850 

TenedoB 

245 

brig 

1827 

Briggs  &  Turner,  Brick-kiln 

102 

Thank  nil 

129 

sch. 

1797 

Torroy,  Chittenden  Yard 

247 

Thomas 

— . 

bk. 

1698 

Scitnate 

Thomas 

70 

ship 

1713 

Block-house 

261 

Thomas 

— 

1809 
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EXPLANATION   OP   THE  MAP  OP   MARSHPIBLD,   A.   D.    1 794* 

B&undi  ofMarihJUld:  Beginning  on  the  South-east  in  the  middle  of  Green  Harbor 
River  about  60  rods  from  the  mouth  thereof.  Thence  hj  a  Northern  line  of  Duxburr, 
S.  GO  7 : 0'  0  W.  580  rods,  thence  bj  Dnxbunr  N.  48 : 0  0  W.  953  rods  to  an  Easterlj 
corner  of  Pembrolce,  thence  bj  Pembrolce.  North  about  6^  0 : 0'  0  West  243  rods  and 
thence  hj  Pembrolce  in  the  nine  following  lines,  viz :  N.25 :  0  0  E.  142  rods,  N.  80 :  0  0 
W.10r>  rods  due  North 02  rods,  8. 87: 0  0  W.  154  rods,  N.OB: 0  0  W.  13  rods, N.  HO :  0  0 
W.  18  hmIs,  N.  51 :  0  0  K.  37  rods,  N.  37 :  0  0  K.  18  hmIs  and  N.  51 :  0  0,  W.  40Uruds 
to  Scituate  Line  in  the  middle  of  Nortli  lUver :  thence  by  Scitnate  Northerly  and  East- 
erly in  said  River  down  stream,  to  the  mouth  thereof,  thence  S.  Easterly  about  5  miles 
as  the  shore  goes,  by  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  mouth  of  Green  Harbor  River,  thence 
about  60  rods  up  said  River  to  the  first  mentioned  Ixmnd. 

Tlie  reason  why  no  Road  Is  delineated  is  because  by  reason  of  the  locality  of  the  Town 
tlicro  Is  no  Highway  in  it  that  can  with  propriety  deserve  the  appellation  of  a  County 
Road. 


There  is  a 


quantity 
krlK>r  Rnr 


of  salt  marsh  contiguous  to  the  Rivers  but  the  largest  quantity  is 


up  Grren  Harlwr  River.    The  colored  part  of  the  plan  is  the  Rivers  and  along  the  sea 


shore  t)v  the  iMick  of  the  Beach, 
about  30  rods. 


The  width  of  the  Beach  is  various  but  may  hold  out 


The  reputed  distance  of  the  centre  of  the  Town  fh>m  Plymouth  Court  House  in  the 
road  commonly  travelled  is  15  miles  and  from  Boston  36  miles.  The  actual  survey  of 
the  Town  was  made  between  the  30th  day  of  December,  1794,  and  the  middle  of  June, 
1705.  Falls  of  Water,  Mountains,  Manufactories,  Mines  and  Minerals,  none.  Ponds, 
none  except  Mill  Pond,  that  all  artificial.  There  are  seven  Com  Mills  and  one  Cloth 
Mill  in  Marshfleld;  but  two  Com  Mills  with  a  good  supply  of  water  would  do  the  work 
they  all  seven  do. 

1*  The  middle  line  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  River  Is  the  boundary  line  between  Scituate  and 
Marshlleld  until  It  comes  to  Pembroke. 

2*  South  River  is  12  and  14  rods  wide  near  the  North  River  Branch  at  low  water  and 
may  hold  out,  the  whole  taken  together,  about  half  that  width. 

3*  It  Is  full  sea  here  two  hours  later  than  at  the  sea  shore. 
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1  Light  House. 

2  Cedar  Point. 

3  P.  Murphy's. 

4  01(1  Bates  House. 

5  Old  Porter  House. 

6  Willow  Street. 

7  Drew  House. 

8  Old  Dr.  JeflTer's  House. 

9  Gun  House. 

10  John  Bate. 

11  Proutv  House. 

12  Old  Morton  House. 

13  Old  Dnnbnr  House. 
II  Wm.  P.  Allen's. 

15  £.  Perkins. 

16  Wm.  Tiimer. 

17  N.  Pool,  store  &  house, 

18  Allen's  Store. 

19  G.M.Allen's. 

20  H.  Vinal. 

21  Jones'  Houses. 

22  Dr.'s  Office. 

23  John  Real. 

24  A.  Chubbuck. 

25  Upper  Road. 

26  Road  to  1st  &  2nd  Cliffs. 

27  Workshop. 

28  Stable. 

29  Workshop. 


30  Tin  Shop. 

31  Library  Building. 

32  Post  Office. 

33  l>rug  Store  k  Telegraph  Office. 

34  Barlwr  Shop. 

35  J.  H.  Smith. 

36  E.  P.  Welch's  buildings  &  wharf. 

37  Store. 

38  Stables. 

39  Shop. 

40  Store-houses. 

41  House. 

42  Salt  Marshes. 

43  Cliir. 

44  North  Houses. 

45  Crow  Point. 

46  Water. 

47  Stage  House. 

48  Beach. 

49  S.  Benson  Pt. 

50  Beach  Road. 

51  C.  Doritie's  House. 

52  ClifT. 

53  Camp  House,  Flag  StuflT. 

54  C.  H.  Bonney's  Wharf. 

55  Buildings. 

5G  Blacksmith  Shop. 

57  Bridge. 

58  Satuit  Brook  Bridge. 
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